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- Guard well thy lips; none, none can know’

:~ What evils from the’ longue may flow,
What gailt, what grief may be incurred

- By. one inéattious, haaty word.

Te slow to speak; look well within,
To check what therc, may be of sin, _
And pray unceasingly for nid, = - -
~  Lest anawares thou be betrayed...
| Condemn nat, judge pot; not to man -
Is given-his brother’s tault to scan;
QOue lask ia thine; and ono-alone,
To search out and subdue thine own, .
Indulge no murmirings; oh, restrain. ~~
Those lips so ready to complain;
_ And if ihey cax numiber, count”

OF cach dny’s mercies the amount,

Shun vain discossions, trifling themes;

Dwell not on earthly hopes or schemes;

Let words of meckness, wisdom, love,.

Thy heart’s trae renovation prove.

. -Set God before then ; every wordf .
Thy lips pronounce, by Him is heard ;
Ok conldst thou realize the thoniht, .
AVhat care, what cantion would be taught!

~

e

2 Thnk on thy parting hotr; ere Jong ™
"Fhe approach of death may ealm thy_tongue,
And powerless all attempts be found -

To articulate one meaning sound.
The time is short; this day may be "~
The very last assigned to thee: °

N speak, that shouldst thou speak ne mere,

. -_“Thou may’st not this day's work deplore. .

N0V _TO BET RIGH.

"FRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH.
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“Yothing can be done without money,’said
George, pettishiy, ‘I had-a splendid project
in my head, but no one will listen to such a
. poor fellow as i T

“We were three fiiends, met together, be-
wailing the rigors of fortune.  Our lamenta--
tions, however, ook the turn they usually

. take among companions, whose age does not

" extend-twenty years, -
,And I, said Albert, ‘have finished a work,
which would creste my reputation, could a
publisher only be met, with willing to uunder-
tske the expeases of printing.’ o
+ ] have asked our principal,’ added I, to in-
creasd lny;sala\yty,aft_el:"fdnL years of assiduous
_sevice s and he auswered, that of sueh clerks
Le could find as many as be wished for six
‘hundred frfnes a year)! C
My dear fellows,’ interrupted George, ‘al-
thongh we have neither the one nor the ‘other
any hope of making a fortune, could "we not
et the credit.of being rich '~
“~+To what good ¥ asked L . N
*It gives cne. a ‘position in the world-; a
larze inkeritadce nugments the consideration
in which we-are . lield ; éverything becomes
easy. L Coaw o
" remember] was my answer, ‘having
fieaid in rdv childlood of'a cousin. who weut
0 Jamaié:l, or Martiniljue, sud never re-
torned.” ;7 7. .
“*That igjust what we want ;_ we will bring
this consin to life; or ratlier we wwill kill him.

s

. Yes; Jacques Meran diedi at Martinique,

laaving a sugar plantation,fifty elaves, in

' host,a fortune valued at two million of francs,
" ail to his dear cousin, Louis Meran, from at-
tachment to the name.’ . o
We liughed hearzily at'the joke of whicl
Ithousht no morey but my two reckless
fitends, . George and Albert, spread. abroad

* the tale when we broke up, with all the seri-

> - come for the fifty francs LK

.

. pich
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ou-ness itaginable.

The next day people came to compliment

. me It will, of course, be understood that I

- pénaliy - [ jaid for the

“disavoweéd ail cansel bat no one would be-
- Feve me; my two friends had affirmed the
uuth of the report.  In vain did I assert that
it was'all 2 joke. Many remembered my
wousin Jaequés; some bad actually seen him
cntering at Nantes' in 1789. Among the
. number of visits was ose not the most a-
greeable. With the: whim of a young man,
1 bad-some timé previously ordered a frock
coat in the new fashion, without having the
means of payment; the' garmenl was worn

S

out, and I 56t owed half of it. There had |

been for some lime a coolness between my
creditor ‘and myself, whose importunities 1
wished to avoid. The rumor of the legacy
made him hasten to find me.; Such was the
foolish pieasantry of

my frieads: e ' T,
“Guod day, Mousieur Matthien,’ said Iwith
some cmbarrasswment as. he entered; ‘vou are

~ ‘Does Monsieur imagine that 1 am thinking
of such a trifle 7 . No, «it was for the mourn-

ing! S '
*What mourning ¥ . .

‘The mourning for.your cousin, monsienr—
the mournfug of- an _heir-at-law ! Without
donbt you want a_complete sait ¥

‘At this time, Monsicar Matthien, it would;
. be impossible) - . S

I hope monsieur does not think of withdraw-

ing bis favors from me. Coat, vest and

pantaloons, black; frock of dark brouze for
_ the moaraing.”. :
‘] teli .you aga
any——=’ . . ]

I entreat mansieur not fo speak of mouey;

itwsll comescon enough, added the tailor,

whiihad atready taken out his scissors, and

pastid Lis.measure roand my: waist. i

~T¥as, in truthin great want of clothes,and
. permitted him to- conlinue. No sooper' was
- Lie gone than avother individual entered, who
" immedijately began— AR
~ ' My dear-monsi¢ur,you must do mea great

service.. Buy. my bonse, You are rich, very
—yon waol real estate. Fifty tbousand:
s “are vothing for fou—ouly the balf of

in, I-have 'nof: yet received:

~ .

. vour income; and at presenz‘l am in urgént

want of the- mosey. - I-expected Monsieur
“Feiix to buy it ; but he does not - decide,

_and I have some pressing engagements to
eettle). .o
4 buy your house I—what folly !

1t is pot folly. It i

s: 3 'safe. investment.
After some repai
worth double, 1 A
left without giving me time .
‘Bo well did he propagate. a report. of my
hase, that in two bours afterwards Moa-
came o me ‘burry, ap-

word.) -And he

purchase, ¢ '
sieur Felix came to me in a great
parently out of humor. . Cen
*You bave cut the grass’ from uuder my
feet, raonsieur; said he on, entering; ‘I canoot
do without that house, and thought it was

- ajready, 1nine, ‘s Iybad. offered forty-nine
thousand  francs, ‘believing . that -the owner

- would eurely come to wy terms. ~But there}

is no-hope ofstarving you into ap-agreement,
20, without further preamble T cowme 1o offer
You an advance:of filteen thousand francs up-
on your-bargain!. ©. - L T S sl

Fifteen” thousand franes coming—I kinaw

- rnot bow—to me; who had.se much trouble

e \

¥ Gersitsan, bl

i much larger sums.

ts, in. two years it will be|

I

o

in earning my eight hundred francs of salary
as a cletk tothe registiy of the courts.of
law'! Although bt little acquainted with
business, I saw the advantage to be derived
from my position, and replied :

‘Itis impossible, monsieur, for me to give
you an answer -at this moment ; return at
five d'clock,—meantime I will counsider the
watter. ’ '

At a quarter before the appointed hour,

Monsieur Felix was again at my door,
. *Monsicur,’ said I, ‘I bad no wish for that
house, and did not even think about'it,-when
the proprietor came to beg me to purchase
it, and it appears tlie house isnow mine. As
it suits.you, and ‘any other will do"as well for
me, [ accept your offer.’

*You shalle paid in a fortoight, iu.‘paper
on Paris,! exclaimed-the purchaser, delighted
with my promptitude in business.

IPaper on Paris ! I was so littlé accustom-
ed to that currency, as to imngine that it

. ijou!d be necessary to send it to the capitai
: pfor payment, and therefore wrote t> a com-

mercial house, the only one whose address 1
koew, as from that I received regulatly an:
annuity of five hundred francs left me by one
of my uncles, and which formed a_welcome
pertion of my income, .
. With what impatience T waited the dxpira-
tion of the time, when I wrote-to the Messts..
"Hugues and Bergeret that, having certain
funds to invest, I logged their advice as 1o
the safest mode, 1t appeared that the words
‘certain fuuds’ have very different 2ccepta-
tions in commerce, aeccording to the name
and position' ef him who uses them. The]
‘newsjol my inheritance must bhave reached
Puaris:  Certain funds, situated as 1 was, was
a modest mann@r of specifying a considerable
sum—at least I supposed so—on receiving an
anéwer from!the firm that ofy letter had been
recerved just before the close of the Cortes
loan, in which they bad purchased to the a-
mount of twenty thousand dollas ; that if 1
thought it toa much, a large profit might be
immediately.realized, ns the stock had gone
up. A postreript, in the haund of the prinei-
pal, congratulated me on my accession of
fortune.
Twenty thousand -dollars | The letter fell
fro my hands; the amount frightened me.
I wrote instantly to my correspondents, in~
forming them that -so large a sim went be-
pond my means; adding that no remittances
having been received from Martinique,ss they
supposed, *1 was unable to satify their
claims, . .
Thie answer came in a day or two, stating
that, as I did not appear to have confidence
in the' Cortes’loan, they had sold ont my
stock at a profit of eighty thousand francs;
and begred me not to feel uneasy, as remit-
tances were alway< rlow in coming from the
distant- plautations; in the interim, my sig-
nature would furnish me with all the maney
I could want., The prospectus of a German.
Lauk wis fuclused, iy wLlch ARy shafes had
been zecuzed for me. - .
Eighty thousand francs ! Either I under-
stood nothing of commercial matters, or the
clerk bad - written one or-two nsughts too
many: My situation became embarrassing.
[ was overwhelmed with congratulations, es-
specially when 1.put on my -suit of black.
The editor of the mewspaper thought himself
-obliged go pive a biography of my cousin

"Jacque ,and asked me for additional particu- “not recetve all the world.

lars. 1 was beseiged with annoying questions.
In what would 1 furnish my house ?—what
would I do for public establishments ¥ - Some
benevolent ladies wrote to recommend to my

~police the institutions under their guardian-

ship. I was ruined in postages; for in the
midst of all my riches, whether real or im-
aginary, I had no money. Fortonately, from
ibe moinent | was held to be rich, no one
would take a sou from me, and tiadesmen-
courted the bonor of giving me credit.
At last I decided ou going to Paris. Tm-
mediately on arrival, I went to my baunkers,
‘who received me as the isheritor of great
wealth., '

*1 regret,’ said M.

some left.” )
“Will you have the gooduness,monsicur,’said

funds are worth which you have bought for
me ¥ . s
‘The ealculation is easy. Twenty thousand
‘dollars at so much a- dollar—and thie sum
already paid. 1f you eell to-day you will
put two hundrét and twenty thousand francs
into vour pockel. . ;
I opened both my ears.
Yoo eay, monsicur, two hundred and
twenty thousand ? Are yoar quite certain?’
*As certain'as an¥_one can be, witliin a few |
bundred franes.’ N i
‘I did not wish {o appear tco mueh the,
novic -, and replied— ’
“That is well.
‘Yes ; the cstablishment: of 1his baok has
met i i some d ffi :ultics; but the aftuir is not.
less good ; we are on the eve of terminating,.
it, and the scrip is well up.’
‘Could that scrip also Le sold ¥
uired. - :
" *You bold fifty shares) replid the banker,
‘which. bave advanced four buudred and fifiy!
florins, making altogether pearly sisty thous-,
and frangs.” -
‘Althvogh as vet |
‘Without doubt,’ was the-answer.
_ “That’s singular ; but since you say sd, I,
submit.. I should Jike to make a eafe invest-;
ment of the whole ; will you be so kind as to
specify one ' -
*Qur five per cents, monsieur —our five per
cents—] kbow of nothing safer. At the.
present rate the gain: will be six. I can
easily undesstand that all these little matters

"worry you. -You will soon have-to deal with
Y - !

.

lin-
:

-“By placing all that T'hold in five per cents;
1 sbould have an income of—" o
“That is soon reckobed. Three hundred
thousand, .or thereabouts; the guotstion at
-éight makes eighteen’ ‘thousand francs, say
iwenty thousand, 1o make a round sum.!
. *Ah, " twenty thousand franes of income !!
said I, *when could Tveceive it ¢  ° i
' 4Ob; to-inorrow, if you -coofie the traas:
action to oor hoitse. T
"-*That, of course] was'my réjoinder ; ‘what
other could inspire-mé with so great a degree
of confidence® . U - T 0 0
- Thabanker bowed. -~
. “Will it be' ‘bélieved 1 in the midst of all
these treasures,] felt & qer?in eml).grgasagpgn;
in asking for a smal] sum, of which I stood
in the greatest: need; for, after paying the.

i
1

.
'

ﬂ?ens‘es ‘of my journey, T bad but five francs
left.

.between us merely as a joze.

- i
§ H :
Bergeret, ‘that you mis- |

trusted the Spanizh loan, for the stock has a-
gain gone up. No matter, however; you have |

l

I,'to tell me precisely how much all these |

4 | lieve so, was my answer.
You spoke alzo of a bank P}

ﬁave paid nothing ‘;‘/ .

Sﬁch,»howq,ver,"vii!(he'forcrev of habit,

Hlontrose, Snsquehannu

1
that Tcould scarcely lielieve myself legitimate-
Iy possessed of more than my little annuity,
which was not yet due:
| ‘Dare Iask,” I inqaired, with a blush al.
nost of shame on my cheeks—{can I, with-
out indiscretion, bey you to advance me for
the momeit a small sum, which 1 want on
my anival in a sirange city ¥ .
; *Eh, my dear mopsieur,my chest is at-your
disposal.  Hlow much do you want—three,
pur—ten thousand fiancs ¥’
| “Ido not ask so much; a thousand will be,

i

sufficient.’ .

I ‘Will you have it in gold or notes ? Call
qn the cashier. May I beg you,’ said the
‘banker, leading the way as I roso to depari—
‘may I beg vou to-coutinue your good will
to our hotse ¥
,~“Certainly, monsieur ; youn well deserve it,’
I replied, with s confidence which the cer-
tainty of pussessing of twenty thousand francs
Degan to give me.
| *There is yet another favor which Ijwish to
ask,’ said M. Bergeret; ‘vou are ot acquaint«
(lid with Pails, you bave, perhaps, but very
ew 1elatives here—come and take a family
dinner with us to-day; my wife will be happy
ﬁo make your acquaintance. :
! *With the greatest pleasure.’
| ‘We dine at six} .if you have no engage-
ment for the evening, we. shall have a fow
friends, and I hope you will siny. )

There are few moments which 1 remember
with more satisfaction than thoese .of wmy
leaving M. Bergerel’s house. 1 began to be-
tieve in the reality of my fortune, und had a
thousand fiancs in my pocket—a pleasure |
which had never before happened to we. The
fifty golden Napoleons gave me an extraord-,
inary impulse;in fact, I stood in great need
of them. Possessor of twenty thousand fraues
of income, I was obliged on my arrival in
Paiis, to leave my trunk at the office of the.
diligence, not baving the-means of paying for
alodging. I now hagtenedto redeem it, and
afterwards took a. cdqgh to the first botel
pointed out to me, where ablished myself
in a hendsome apartment, and put on my suit
of meurning. 1 arrived with such a punctu-
ality at Mr. Bergeret's that he.scarcely had
time to figish telling my history to lis wife.
$he, however, liad beard enougli to cause me
to be received a+ a friend to the house. [ met
4 beautiful womabs, and overbeard whispered
remarks made upon me—modest bearing,
great skill, splendid business talents ! Thus,
when M. Bergeret entreated me to regard his
house as my own, I promised willingly, al
(hough I-could profit but litle by theinvita-
tion. Madame Hughes would bave me to dine,
when I met with other irtrodnctions and in-
yitations. [ was taken to the theatre and to
parties. Now that I was rich, 1 could almost
En\-e confined my expenses to some preseats
and fees. | - )
| Meantime my two friends, George and Al-
bert, had heard with alarm of the success of

hei t theTrnth of which thie Ace-d ~x
l‘ox?lgre;"c‘?x;y\. ‘ ﬁ; Hz;dwket*n frightened by

my departure for Paris, which, all the world
‘?ttvibuted to difficulties iu the Jiquidation of
my debts;and feared that I had sutie ed my-
teif to be deceived by what was concerted

| Three days afier my return from Daris, my

servant announced their names. .

| ‘Let them come in,’ was.my reply, for I did’}

! On secing my handsome time-picce and

gilt candelabra, and the new furniture with

which I had decorated my aparument, they
opéned their eyés in consternation.

" ‘There is such a difficulty in gaining ad-

mission here,’ 81id Albert. .

~ ‘Yes; I aw besieged by persons with all,

isorts of solicitatiens and projects ; but you
imy dear friends—you will be always welcome-

[You are come just in time to accompany me

ito an estate, which I have some thoughts of

ipurchasing. It is not a large affair—one

‘bundred thousand fraucs. : .
‘] take it to be some distance off)' said

'George, with a sig{riﬁcant jerk of hjs head.
‘Two leagues only ;. but [ will take you in

my carriage.’

" “Your carriage !'
‘My carringe.’
You have a carriage?
*Yes; and two dapple.gray horses, which

[ brought from I'aris; as yet, I have no

saddle horses, which are more difficult to

find)

My two fiiends retired to one of the wind-
ows, where they whispered to cne another,
looking at the time very logubrious,

‘Dear Louis, said they, ‘vou know that
your cousin is not dead {’

‘[ don't know if be be dead, for I am not
verv tertain that he ever lived.

*You kuow that the story aboat your in-
beritange is all 8 joke ¥’ )

‘I'am persuaded that on

i
i

-

~

ly sou and I be-

‘We have dope great wrong,’ rejoined my
friends ; ‘gremt wrong i what was intended
only as fun. Jicauses us much sorrow.”

“On the cantrary, I thank vou for it”

‘It is our duty 1o disavow it ; we are going
in public to declsre ourselves guilty.

s] entreat you to leare things just as they
are; a few days more of credit will prevent
tlie necessity of displacing my funds.’

George and Albert regarded me as com-
pletely deranged.

‘Cume, said I, let.us loose no time; the
carriage is ready. I'well tell you all as we
go along. 1 have spoken to a bock seller,
Albert, who will undertake to print your
manuscript’ |

“Truth, lowever, comes out, Some who
were on the wateli were surprised that noth-
ing arrived from Martinique ; well-adviced
peeple shook their hesds when speaking of
we. The edifice so quickly raised wmbled
down with equal rapidity. .

“The best of it is, said some, ‘he has end:
ed by falling into a snare which e laid for,
others. For my part, I never believed in it

1 comprehended that the storm had broken
out, on finding one day a dozen notes 6o my
table. Ce

They were all nearly in the style of the first
I opened. ‘ R

“M. Grignon presents his respeotful com-

- pliments to M. Meran, and baving an urg-
" entnéadl of money, begs that be will be so
ood ‘as. to pay. this day, the litue ac-

My apswers were alike— < . .
~ “M. Meran-thanks M. Grignon for the
“ bill, which has been 8o long asked for and
_sends the amount.” N
Ope letter only contsined no request for
movey ;. it wss from. s friend. whom' I had
almost forgotten, Féaring that | had - been
duped,be wrote to lend me five hundred francs,

~
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| nership with the circus folks) we never had

1the sort of a person 1 would like for an ene-

. cotnt whichhe bas the honor to enclose.”|

TION,?-=James Bl;ci;nn:ili.

Qo ursdan

Hlorning, Julp 1, 1

858.

so many rumors were circulated prejydicial
to my character. My reply gave the neces-
sarlj' explanation, . which I concluded—'T am
rich ,not by inberitance, in which I never be-
lieved, but because it was determined,in spite
of my protestations, that I should_have, in
reality been made very ricl; I scarcely know
tiow. This is what I would wish you tosay to
those who talk of ma. )

‘I owe more than fortune to iy singular
situation {sinceit has assured meofa friend
upon whom T may count in adversity, should
it aver visit me. >,

+ For anotber week T'had beeu the subject of
conversalion. *lle bas been unfortuunate, if
you will; but I say he is a clever fellow,who
has known bow>to take advantage of circum-
stances,it is not everybody who could manau-
vrein this way.

For my part, I was for a moment tempted
tojapplaud iy own genius, yet a litte re-

-

out before—sa J) may as well come to the
point at once/and confess that U loved her,
I also fancied, before many months weré over
that she did not altogether dishke me; for &
man’s wits are twice as sharp when he is in
love, and there is not a blush, or a glance, or
-a word, that he does cot contrive to build'
sume hope upon. 8o one day, when Griffiths
was out, 1 went down stairs to the patlor,
where she was setting by the window, and
took & chair_beside lier. e .

“Ally, my dear,” said I stoppiog bor right
had from working, and taking it in both of
mine; “Ally, my dear, I want to spenk to
you.” - ‘

8he blushed and turned pale, and -blushad
again, and I felt the pulsesin her little soft
hand throbbing like the heart of a frightened
Lird, but she never answered a syllable.

“Ally, wmy dear,” said I, “I am a plain
man. Iam thirty-two years of age. Pdon’t

flection told me that talent had rothing to
do with it. T quietly took up my place in
society as the possessor of twenty thousand
franes. of incotne, and still keep it.

Moraliziug off myv sudden change of posi-
tion, I can only Jock upon it as one of those
strange freaks of fortupe which all the world
allows to bp so unaccountable.

- THE EXD.
e - I

Tho Patagonian Brothers
We are not related., 1lis name is Joln
Gritiiths, and I am Williatn Waldur; and we
called oursclves the Patagonian brothers; be-
cause itTooked well in the bills and pleased the
pubtic.  Wae met by chance; about six years
since, on the race course at Doncaster, and
so took & sort of mutual liking, and went
partuers in a tour through the mid!and coun-
ties. Wo had never seen or heard of each
other up to that time; and though we be-
came good friends, were never greatly inti-
mate. I knew nothing of> his past life, not
he of mine, and I never asked him a question
on the sabject. I am particular to have this
all clear from the beginning; for I am a plain
man telling a plain story, and want no one
to misunderstand a single word of - what Tam
ubout to relate. .
We made s little money by our tour. Tt
was not much; "but it was more than eitherof
us had been able to earn before; so we agreed
to stay together aud try our fortune in Lon-
don. This time we got an engagement at
Astley’s for the winter, and, when the sum-
mer came, joined a- traveling circus, and
roamed about as before.
The circus was a capifal thing—a ropublie,
8o tosay, in which all were equals.  We had
a manager to whom we paid a fixed salary,
nnd the rest went ehares in the profits. There
were limes when we* did not'even clear our
expanses; there were towns where we made
ten and fifteen pounds a night; but the bad
luck went along with the good, and, on the

wh“!,ne wo Dros!

e |
stay "With the company two years
and a half in all, apd played at every town
between York add London., Thuring the
time we had found leisure to improve. « We
knew ench other's-weight and strength now
to a hair, and grew . bolder with experience;
su that there was ecarcely a new feat brought
ont nnywhere which we did not learn, even
the “perche” business, and the trick of walk-
ing, -head doWuwards, on a marble ceiling.
The fact is, we were well matched, which, 1
our profession, is the most iinportant point of
all.  Qur leight was the same, to the six.
teentb of an inch, and we were oot unlike in
figure. If Griffiths possessed a little more
muscular strength, I was the more active,
and even that ditference was in our favor.
I believe that,in other respeets we suited ench
other_equally well, “and*l know that for the
threeyenrs and a balf that we spent together
(counting from our first Meeting uat.the Don-
castef slown to the time wo dissolved part-

!
i
]

at angry word. Griffiths was a steady, sav-
ing, silent fellow encugh, with little grey
eyes, and beavy black brows. I remember
thiuking, once or twice, that be was ot gnite

my; but that was in reference to no.act of his,
and only a fancy of my own. For myself 1
can live with ainy oue who is disposed to live
with tne, and love peace and good will bet-
ter than anything in the world.

We had now grown soexpert, that we re-
solved to better ourselves and return to Lon-

of February ar beginning of March, 1856,

We putupat
befure a week was over, found ou

dere Tavern, at a salary of seven pounds a
week. Now, this was a great advance upou |
all onr previous gninsj and the Tuvern v
by no means a bad place for the found'ng
of a thentrical reputation.

Sitvated mid-way of«the Westend of
the City, surronnded by a densely popula-

of the most prosperous of its class. ‘here
was @ theatre, concert room, and a garden,
where dancing, and smoking, and rifle-shoot-
ing, aud supper-esting were going on from
eight 1ill ‘twelve . olclock every might fx'I.IJ‘
throughithe summer, which made” the phice’
a special favorite with the wotking classes.

'
[

with. a promise that our salaries shm.x]nl be
raised #f we proved attractive: and riised it
soon was, for we drew enormously. ) We
brought out the perche and ceiling Lusiness,
came down in the midst of fireworks, from a
platforin higher than the roof of the theatre;
in short, did everyibing- that ever yei was
done “in our line—ay, and did it well too,
though perhaps it is not m§ place to say so.
At all events, the great colored posters “were
posted up alt over the town; and: the gentle-
man who writes about the plays in tho Sun-
day Snub, was pleased to observe that there
was no piay in London half so worlerful as
that of the Patagonian Brothers; fo‘r_whxchl
take this opportunity to thank him kindly.

We lodged (of coirse togetheér) in a quiet
street on a hill, near Istington, The house
was kept by Mrs. ‘Monison, a respectable, in-
dustrious woman, whose husband had b‘egn a
gas fitter at one of the theatres, and ‘who was
now left a widow with one only davghter just
nineteen years of age, She was christenéd
Al'iée‘, but her mother called her ’Ally: and:
‘we soon fo] into- (he same habit; for ‘they
were very simple, frietdly people, nnd we werd
soon as good friends as if we had Leen living
togetber in the samne house for years:_

-1 am not & good'handiat télling a story, as;
I daye say, yo have found out. by. this time,

asd," indesd; I. zever sat dows to ‘writé ono

‘Itell, fur my ideas were all confused, and 1

~back again until close upon midnight. He

~that was kept up by a dozen or soof idle

thad well-nigh evded, when I began to_buy

a little ino in the-Byrough; and, | ' :
1selves en- | these things over in my mind, whodi should
gaged by Mr. James Rice, of the Belvi-

tn was: claspeds bunds, sound asleep. An_ empiy

{

i alo boule aid glass stood cluse beside him,

ted neighborhood, and lying in the very path | the shoulder,
of the ownibuses; this establishment was one |

Here then we wire engaged(Griffiths and 1) 1.

know how to flatter like some folks,and I have
had very little book learning to speak of, But,
my dear, Llove you; and though 1 don’t pre-
tend that you are the first girl 1 ever fancied,
I{can truly say that you are the first [ ever
cared to make my wife. So if you'll take
mb, such as I am, 'll be a tyue husband to
you as long as I live,” .

What answer she made, or whether she
‘spoke at all, is more thau T can”undertake to

ouly remember that I kissed ler, and felt.very
happy, and that, when Mrs. Morrison came
into the 1oom, she found me with my anns
clasped around my darling’s waist,

1 scarcely know when it waa I first noticed’
the change in Jobn Griffiths; but, that it was
somewhere about this'time, T am tolerably
certain. ‘Tt is hard to put looks into werds,
and make account of trifies that afier all, are
matters of feeling more than watters ot fact;
but others saw the change as well as myself,
and no one could help observing that he grew
more silent and unsociable than ever. Ile
kept away from bome as much as possible.
e spent all his Sundays out, starting away
the first thing after breakfast, and not coming

even put an end to our friendly custom of
walking home togethee, after our night’s work
was over, and joined a sort of tap-room club

fellow belonging to the theatres, Worse than
this he scarcely exchanged a word with me
from morning till night, even when we were
at meals. e watche? me about the room
as/if I bad been a thief. And sometimes,
though 1 am sure I _never wronged: him
wiltingly 1o my life, T caught Iim looking at
me from uader those black brows of his as if
he hated me.”

" More than once I laid mny hand upon his
slecve as ho was hurrying away on Sundays,
or turning olf towards the club-room at night,
and said, “Gfiffiths, have you got anything
against me?” or, “Griffiths, won’t you come

owe to a friendly plass with me to-night1”
Tiuecilo evner EUU(TKQHQ uil m!nuu-. a \E’:mu.'

or muttered some sulky denial that sounded
more like a curse than a civil answer; so 1
got tired of peace-makiug at “last, and lét
liim go bis own way, and choose his own |
company. The sammer was aliendy fur ad-
vanced, and our engagement nt the Belvidere

the furniture, and All§ to prepara her wed-
ding things.” Matters continued¢the eame
with® John Griffiths; bt when the day was
fixed, I made up my mind to try him once
again, and invite him to the church and the
dioner. The circumstances of that invitation

are as clear in my memory as if the whole Lfifteen hundred additional coloréd'lamps were

affair bad taken place this moiing. It was
on the 29th of July (I am particular about
dates)) and there had been a general call to
rehearsal at one o'clock that day. The
weather was warm and hazy, dnd I started
early that I might not go in late or tired; for
I knew* that with the reliersal and thie pew
piece, and the Tenitic Rezcent, I should have
enough to do before my-day’s work wus over.
The consequencg was that I arrived about
twenty minutés 1oo soon. The gmdens had
a dreary look by daylight; but they were
pleasanter, anvhow, than the theatre; so I
loitered up and down among the smoky trees,
and waiters polishing the stains off the tables
in the summer-houses, and thought how
shably the fountains looked when they werd
vot playing, and what miserable gim crack
cuncerns werd the Stalactite Caves and the
‘Cosmormaic Grottoes, and all the other at~

den, which we dil somewhere about the-end i tractions which looked so tine by the light [even then, if tke posters had not beén already

of colored lamps and firework. :
Well, just as | was sauntering on, tursing

I se¢ in one of the summet hionses but John
Giriffiths.  ITe was lying forward upon one
of the tables with his face resting upon bis

and his stick Ladl fallen. 1 could not bie mis-
taken.in him, though hLis face was hidden;
so I walked up and louched‘him suartly on

“A fine morning, Jolin?” says L. I thought
I-was here enrls; but it seems that you were
before me, after all.” h

I1e sprang to. his feet at the sound of my
voice, as if he kad- Leen struck, and turned
impatiently away. .

"~ ¢ What did you wake we for?” be said,
rather sullenly. . o

4 Because, [ have news to tell you. You
know that the sixth of Augusu will bé ourf
last fight here. * * ¥  Well, mato, an
the seventh, please God, [am going to be
married, and " . .

“ Curse you!” he interrupted, turning &
livid face upon me, and an eye:that glared
like a tiger'a—* Curse you! Ifow dareyeu
come to me with that tale, you smooth~faced
hound ! to me, of &ll men living " .

1 was so little prepared for this. burst of
passion, that [ had nothing to say; aod so
he went on ;— . : )

“ Why, edi’t yo

u leave mo-alone? What
do you temnpt me for? I havg"lt.r?t my hands
off of you till pow  * ¥ ¥. #

1fe pavsed And bit his lip, and 1 saw_ that
lie was trembling frum head to foot. lam
no coward—it's not hkely that I should be
a Datagonian brothér if { was—bat the sight
of tis haited seemed to turf me, for the nio-
went, quite sick and aiddy. | : o

« My Ood,” said 1, leaning up against the
table, “'what do you mean§ Are you niad?”

+ Hfe made noanewer.; but looked straight
at me, aiid then walkied away, 1 don’t know
how it was 3 but from that moment, I kuow
all. It ¥as ofritten somehow, it his face.. .

« Ob, ' Allg deai 1" ¥ aid to myself with
a groati, ard sat down ot the nearest bench;
1 balive, that, at that-miomient, 1 scarcely

.

‘a sort of bearty tanfier that wasu’t natural

_morg dangerous than it really is. -The mo-

‘ ﬁQnme 15, BAnmber 26.

NN . N N3 - i
would have'me in 10 take & glass of port, and
shook hands with me all round as polite s
possible, and treated me 4s handsome as any
‘gentlemen could. ™ : D
“Here’s health and success to” you,~my
brave fallow,” says Colonel Stoward, *and a
pléasant trip to us all! and then 1 found
tlmt they were going ip b the car with Mr.
Staines. ] N . '
And now, with their
and pleasint talking, and with'the glass ¢f
wine I bad taken, aud the éxcitemens and thé
hum of voices from the crowd outside, ! was
in first rate spirits, and as "un}atieil&}é be'off -
as A tacer at the ‘starting-point., Presently,.
one of the gentlemen-looked: at.his watch.®
“ What are we ‘waiting for!” said He,
“Tt is ten miinutes past six already.”.

'stage, about an hour afterwarde; to go thro’
our scene in the rehearsal. It was a2 grand
Enster.piece with a,great deal of firing, and
real water, and a livo camel in.the last act;
and Griffiths and I were Mozambique slaves,
performing, before” the Rajah in the  Hall of
Candelabras. Excepting that it cost a great
deal of money, that is all 1 ever knew about
the plot { and, upon my word, I don't believe
anybody else knew imuch more. By this
time I had, of coursd, recovered my usual
composure, but I could see that Giifliths had
been drinking, for his face was flushed* and
bis balapce unsteady. \When the rehearsal
was over, Mr. Rice called . us into his private
room and brought out a dscanter of sherry,
with which I must say, he was always as lib>
eral as any gentleman possibly could be.

. “ Patagonians,” says he, for he had a won-
derfully merry’ way with him, and always.
called us by that name, “ I supjfose you wo'd
make no objection to a little extra work and
extra pay on the sixth—just to end - the sea-
son with something stunning-=hey 1”

“ No, no, sir, not we,” replied Griffiths, in

—

N N\,
N

Well, Mr. Rice grew véry uweasy, and.the
crowd very noisy, and the twenty minutes
more went by. Theén we made up our.minds
to go withiout him,and Mr. Rice made a little
speech and explained it to the people; and -
then was a cheer, and a great bustler; apd
the dentlemen tobk their seats in the car.;
and a hamyer full of champagne and -cold
chicker was put in with them'; and I'was
made fast by one leg to the bass,of the trapeze;
and Mr. Staines was just about to get in him-
self and give the sighal to cut loose, when
‘who should we see forcing his way through

1o him. Is it the fiyin
about the other day?”
% Better than that;” said the manager, fill-
ing up the glasses. ~Tt's a new French feat
that bas never yet been done 1n this country,
and they call it the trapeze. » Patagobians,,
your healthi?™. = '
So we drank Lis in return, aud Mr. Rice
explpined all about it. It was tobe anexhi-
bition of posturing and a balloon ascerit both
in one. At some distance below the car was
to be secuied a tiangular wooden framework,
whicl framework was called the Yrapeze.—
From the lower t)sqlehor bas’eﬁ",tbis triangle,
one of us was to Ya sispendud, with a ligature
of strong leather attached/to his ankle, in case
of accidents. Just as the balloon was rising
and this man ascending head downwards, the
other was ta citch bim by the hands and go
up also, having, i he preferred it, some band
or other to bind him to his companion. In
this- position,we were then to go through our
customary, perforimances, continging them so
long as the balloon remained in sight. )

. this,” said Mr. Rice, *“sounds much

a business you spoke-

| the ctowd but Griffiths,

Of course there was another cheer at this,
and a delay bf eight ‘or teg minutes more
while he was dressing. At last he canie; alid

it was just a quarter to seven o'cldek,- He
looked very sitHen when he founid that he was
1o be undermost ; but there was no time to
change anything now; even if I had been
willing ; so his left wrist and my right hand
were bound: together by a Jeathiérn atrap; the
signal was given,. ths band struck up, the -
crowd spplauded like mad, and the ballgn
rose straight and steady avove the  héfds of
the people. [ .-
Down sank the trees and the fountain,and
the pavement of upturned faces.., Down sapk
the roofof the theatre, and fainter grew the
sounds of the Lurrahing aod the music. The
sensition was so strange, that for the firs
moment I was forced to,close my eyes; and -
felt as it ['must fall atid b "dashed to.pieces.
But thiat soott passed away, and by the tim

we had risen about (hree hundred feet I was
as comfortable as if [ had been born and brad'
in the air witr m§ hedd downwards. _
Presently we began our performafices,
Griffiths was as cdol ag possible—T gever saw
him cooler; and*we went through every con-
ceivable attitude,now swinging by our hdnds; -
cow bjobr feet, now thfosvirig.-satﬁfﬂ(:ﬂ&lllt&l :
one over thejother. Aléd during the whole
of this time the street afid squares seemed to -
sink away to l‘,he tight, drd the noises frotn
thie living’world died on the air, and, as I
tarned and elung, changing my position .with __
eVery wrinutul vaughs strwege Wuing glidip,.
sas of the sunset and the city, the sky and
the river, the frentlemen. loaning over the car;
and the tiny passengers swarmiug down be-
Idw like the ants on ap ant-hill, ~ ' ’
hen the gentlemen grew tired of loaning
over the ear, and began t¢ {31k and laugh,
and bnsy themselves upor their hamper.
Thén the Surry bills drew fearer,and ke tity
sankaway to the right, farther-and farthet: -
Then there was nothing buf green felds,with
lings of railway crossing them here and there;
and présently it grew quite damp‘'and misty,
and we ceased to see anything, except through
breaks and openings in the clouds, <
“Come, Jobn,” says I, “ourshare of this" .
business is done.  Dou’t you think we mighit -
as wel! be goutiry into the gar?” "
He was banging below just thet; holding
on by vy tvio hands, and "had been hanging
50 quite quiet for some minutes. He .didn’t
seem to hear me; aud no wonder, for the
clouds were gathering about us so, thickly
that even the voices of the gentlembn above
us grew muffled, and I could hardly see fora’
yard before me in any direction. So I called
1o bim agiio and repeated the question. -

He made no auswer bul shifted his grasp-
from my band to my wrist, and then up to -
the middle of my arm, so raising himself by
degrées, till our faces canie peafly on & level.
There he paused, and I felt his hot breath on.

tioh of the balloon through the air is s6
steady and imperceptiblehit, but for the
knowledge of being up abpre the housctops,
vou will perform almost as comfortably as in
the gardens. Desides [ am speaking to brave
men. who knaw their business, and are not to
be dashed by a trifle—hey, Patagonians 8"
Giifliths brought his haud down heayily
upon the table, and made the glatses ring
again, . ) .
“I'm ready, sir.” raid he with an oath.—
“I'm ready to do it alone, if any man bere
is afraid to go with me ™ o

114 iooked at me as he said this, with a

sort of mocking laugh that branght tha blood
Up I ey S

“If you mean that for me, Jobn,” suid 1,
quickly, “ I'm do more afraid than yourself;
and if that's all aboutit, I'll go up to night!”
"1f [ was to try from now till this day rext
year, I never cou!d describe the.pipression
that came over- his face as I spoke those
words. It seemed to turn all the casrent of
my blood. ~I could not understaod. it then;
but T-understood it well enough afterwards,
Well, Mr. Rice was thightily pleased to
find vs so willing, and a very few more words
ended the matter. Mr. Staines and his fam-
ous Wurtemberg balfoon were to be engaged ;

to be hired ; and Griffiths and I were to re-
ceive twelve pourds apicce for the evenming,
over and above our additions] salars.

% Poor Ally! Tu the midst of the excite-
ment, [ had forgotten her, and it was not till
I was out of the iheatre and walking=slowly
homewards that T remembered she must be
told. For my own part, [ did not beliese
there was the slightest danger; but | knew.
how her fears would mAguify evérything, and
the nearer T came towards IsfiLgtan the more
uncomfortable I felt. After all, l,was such
a cowaird—for I always am a coward where
women are concerhed—-that I could not tell
her that day, nor even the next, and 1t was
only on Suuday, when we were sitling to-
gether afier djnoer, that I found courage to
speak of it. I'had espected something of a
scene ; but T had 06 idea that she would §
have taken on as she did, ard I declare that,

my cheek.- .
“William Waldug,"said he;hoarsely,“wasn’t
to-morrow.49 have béen your wedding day?”
Somethipg in the tona of his voice, isi. the
question, i the dusk and dreadful solitude,
struck nie with horror. [-tried to shake off
his hands, but he held me too fast for that.

“ Well, what if it wasi” zaid I, after & rito-
ment.  “You needn't gripe so bard, Catch -
hold of the pole, will you? and let go of my

N

out and myse!f bound in hondr to act up to
my engagement, I would bave gone straight
to Mr. Rice and declined the Dbusiness alto-
gothér. TPoor little, woft-heart&d darling ! it
was a sore trial to her and to me also, and [
was an inconsiderate idiot not to haye tiought

. . .. £y
of her feelings in the first instance. DPur | #1os. . N o
there was no help for it. now; so 1 gave her t_uedgm'e a short hard faugh, bul vever
stirred. : - :

the only cobsolation in my power by solemn-
ly promisirg that 1 would .be the first man
tied -to the - trapefe. Tt was, of course, the
safest position, angd, when I had assured her
of this, she grew calmer. - On all other points,
I kept my own counsel, as you may be cer-
tain; and as to John Griffiths, T saw less of
him thanever. llee ew ook his meals in
the city now, and during the sevén days that
clapsed between the- twenty-ninth and the
sizth, never once came fuce to face with mo,
except upon the stages

‘I bad, a hard matter to get away from
boma when the afternoon of tle sixth came
round. My darling clung about me as if her
heart-would break, and -although I did my
best to. cheor her, I don’t miud confessing
now thiat I went out and cried a tear or two
jn the passage. -~

6 Keep up your spirits, Ally dea
smiling and kissing bor the Jast thi
I left the bouse. “ And don’t you ba
'your pretty oyes in that way.
‘that 1 waut -you to look well, and that we
are to-be narried to-morrow.’g@ * .

The  multitude in the DBelviders Gardens
was something wenderful. There they were,
men: women and children, thronging the bal-
conies, theorchestra stairs, and every availa-
ble ineli of ground ; and thoré, in the midst }
of them, rolled and swayed thio ‘huge War-
témberg balloon, like a ‘sleepy, lolling giant.
The sscent was fixed for- six o'clock, that we
might ¢omé down. again by daylight ; o 1
made baste to dress, and  then> went to the
areeu-raoui 10 seé after Mr. Rice, and bear
something of what was goitig forward. -

“Mr. Rice was thers, and other people with
him—nainely, Col. Steward; Captain Craw-’
ford, and-Byduney Baird, Esquirs; who was as
1 have since been told, s plﬁwrilen and one
of the cleversst men of the day. . I was

“f suppose wa're about two thonsand. feet .
bigh,” zays he, and it seémed to nie_that he
had somothing between his teeth, “If either
of*us wera ‘to fall, he'd b&a dead man before
he touched: the ground.”

I would have given the world st that mo~
ment to have'been able to see his face;” but
*what with my own head being downwards,
and all his weight banging to my arme, I
had no more power than an infant; | N

“Johu! I exclaimed, “what do you mean?
Catch bold of the pole, and let e do the
satne. My head’s on fire!” - L

“Do you sea this?" sgid he, catobibg my -
arms a couple of inches bigher up, atid look<
ing right into my face. “DIJo you séd'thist” .
Tt was ¢ Jargd open clasp-kuife; and lié wad
bolding it with his teoth. His bréath seemed
to hiss over the cold blade. “I bought it
this evening—I hid it in my belt—1 waited
till the clouds came round and thers was no
soul to see. Piesently I shall coit yout dway
from the baloom I took #u oath that you
should never have bier,and I mean to'keep it!"”

A dimness came over my eyes, aud every-
thing grew red. I felt that in avotlfer minute
Ishould be insensible. ,He thought'T was so
already, aud, letting my arms’ free, inadé a
spring at the pole over head. 1.

~

That spring saved me. Our wiisis were
bound together, and as he rose he drew me
along with hir; for I-was so-faint and giddy
that T conld make no ‘effort for mysell.

+ Isaw him hold by thie pole with his left -
hand; I saw him take the Xnifa in his right
band; I felt the cold steol pass between his
wiist and mine, dod then——= * % %
And theén; the horror of thy tlotttent gays '
me batk my strength, and I cluiig td the -
framework just as the thiong gAvE; N

-We were sepirdted fow, and :

socured to the trapeze by ofie ankle,

at, s 12
knew where {‘viusi orgﬂml was doing. - "

’

~ .

ing to draw back when I'saw them sitling e ankle. ~"He had
tgl?;:eg with their wine and- cigars; but they only his arms to trust to~~and t_he'kngfg. "

s

/

igha"cjxeéri‘ul "wa.y;_/ T
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And'so it was. Ten minutes pait the houry: \.
aud-Grifliths had not 'beeni seen or heard of. .

N7

a

-

S

e VRS L T

K

\

s



