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and then, said Joseph, ke will permit the rmat-
ter to rest with your honors for a- decision.

“Agnes Arnold!” L

And as the tipstdff called the. familiar
name, n wild thrill went to every heart, and
every person sesrued o bold.their bredth in -~
awe, as though they expected td seethe dead - |
afise. | A shuffling of [feet was heard, sad i ;
a moment the beantiful young lady who bad " "
created such a farore among the citizens of |
W——, came forward t8*the ‘witness-atand,
She was recognized by many who were pras- .
ent, and even, Luke faised his eyes to gazs;
upon her; and while his lhips quivered with " 3
emotion, and ki frame seamed to shudder A
with the fearful fate which now threatened, ' °
be involuntarily muttered, so as to be heard, ™~ .

* #1f—mis—herl” | A -

A painful silencc ensued. Butit was broken
by one of the judges askivg & question of .:
Agnes. When her identity was incontrover-
tibly established, the crowd, breathed freer,
aod the mass dispersed| tospread the wondrous
news. : S :

Luke Arnold sat st
his fellow-citizeus. F|
he knew not but that
forfeit of his villainy.
he was permitted to &
jure the unfortunate
himself, and involved

clusion,” and Joseph mdtioned kis late
client to withdraw. Arnold retired without
a word, s -

Joseph at once took the proper steps to
contest the Will with Luke Arnold. Arrange-
ments were made for a-speedy trial-~and ina
dny or two the-decision would be made known.

girl to her rights—had he then foregone his
purpose of dishosestly enriching himself, hes
might linve boer happy, and- secured tbat
peace of mind which was now forever passing
away. DBut the Rubicon had been })nssed
and instead :of calu reflection his,midd was
Yeemiing with desparate purpose to accomplish
‘what he bad dndertaken. :

So it is ever. That man who will permit
himself once to commit a wrong, opens the
way for fresh innovation aud before bo is a-
ware, his moral tharacter is stained with
crimes which wopld have made him shudder
to contemplate, waen Dis heart was pure.
Man is prone 10 e, and it requires ‘to con-
stant exercise of-bis best faculties to keep him
from the comiission of wrong. Such is bu-

manity. . .

her mother—spent an half hour in a delight-
ful fete a tete with. them,and_bade them rdicu
for the evening, with.many Testets that he
was compelled by business to deprive himself
of further pleasure in ‘their company for the
present.  Several young gentlemen who were
thére were of the decided- ‘opinion that the
young and bandsome Philadelpbin lawyer
‘bad made an impression on the heart of* Miss
Arnold, and thus lessened their own chances
"of securing a hold upen ber affections,

“Deuced unlucky, ’pon honor, that this
Philadelphia gent made his appearirce at
this momen*, I flattered myself that1 was
waking an mpression—but such is my
fuck.” : ' .

This.soliloquised Mr. Adonis Eglantine, a
“| very elegant and very fascinating young gen-
tleman of W—=—~, but ala3, he was doomed
to grigvous disappointment. <

That eveving Lnke Arnold ecalled to see
Joseph Custar. Joseph appearéd pleased to
sec him, and was informed by his client that
Ao  event o, Mr. Rsymond hnd returned and everything
its way smong the gossip-loving POrtion of | e reoi 1o have the will authenticatad and
the community, amd proved to be more than . >
anino days wonder. Many things: were, re- entered upon probate. ;

¢ Ang 8 .TC 1 “Are you sure the cadst i3 clear—nothing

vived which had leen :forgotten, and the |iy tia way 1" and Joseph teemed to wéar a
sudden disappearan of the innocent Agnes | yqpicious look as he bent his scrutinizing
was talked- about, avd now curiosity aroused. | 00 upon Luke .

Fresh susyicibns wewe awakened—and many | ® p, 10 way,” said Luke, starting “what
facts traced to living sources, which years A P ;

{ell upon their astonished earsh Feelings too
deep for utterance had taken possession of
them, and they stood awe-struck. Thethought
was'so greaty the prospect so brilliant, that
the pale girl was speechless.

| The foster mother caught Joseph by the
arm, and gazing intently into his face for a
moment, asked—— -

“And is this trued” :

Joseph was disposed to smile at her as-
onishment, but’ knowing that it would be
{be greatest happiness to the aged woman to
be confirmed in the tith of What she had
ust heartd; assured her that it was all true.
L “God be praised!” and the poor woman was
'

bimself a3 he spéke-,, and elevated his:¢lénched
hand -above his head, “ but there’s an hour of
retribiition #pproaching, avd perbaps what I
can tell will _sink him lower than I have fal-
‘}len—nand that is' low enough, God knows.”—
He 3ank back upon the pillow, exhausted.

Aggy and her foster-mother were silent
| witnessés of this scene, Aggy was about to
interfere, to_keep our hero from prolonging

e-conversation, but Joseph waived her back

. English Monarchs:~ . .|
- Tirst William, the Norman:
- “Then William, his son

Henry, Stephen and Henry;

“Then Richard and John.",

Next Henry, the third;
S E(\iwnrds,'one.;two. three; . T

And agnin after Richard,

“Tiireo Hearys we see. e-cor A

TwoEdwards, third Richard,” - with bis band. - : L

Two Henrys, sixth Edward, E 1 A ff:w wgrdﬁ more; Aggy, and-I will have
" Queen Mai‘y:b.ueeﬁ Bessi - dove with him.! -Be not slar.r_ned."

Then James. the Seotchman, Joseph paused until the sick man had re-
o i PROTTE covered, when he bent-uver him, aud kindly
' ,’l,hen-\Cltarles, whom they slew, taking his right hand in bis, stooped down, | ¢o overcome by ber emotions, that she could

Yet received after Cromwell, and asked, in a8 whisper,— kay no more, but sotight a seat, and sank in-
- -Another Charles togis, '/ . “ Wil _you not céufide to me the name of | {0 it,.apparently powerless. '

Next James the second the man who you say is placing vour life in 1 “Aggy, my poor girl, you scero bewildered.
.- . : Ascended the throne; . jeopardy ! T will keep it profouudly secret | This is gloMous news for you. Do not Jonger
.. . Then good William'and Mary - if you wish. ‘Can’ you trust maf” and Jo- %louht tlie goodness of Providence. His ways
- ‘Together came on, "~ ~ * . seph gazed eariestly info -the face ofhe in- | ate inscrutable, but always marked with wis;

*Tiil Aone, Georges'four, . " - valid. .l ; om. Though you have suffered wrong, and

Acd fourth William all past, “ Bend your ear lower,” and the invalid | throngh that wrong, endured much privation,
God sent us Victoria, ‘ : whlspe.red two wo'rds into his edger enr. yet your days of euflerirg are passing away,

Msj shé long be.the last . “Isit possible 1" cried the lawyer, stardng | and all is bright anll cheering on your future
S | pathway. Come sit down beside ine, und let
i*‘f-_ofn;tﬁe Golden

“lup: “Then you kuow him #”
<4 Know Lim I said Brouton, with asheer, | MO have a few 'momema‘ prizgle conversation
ith you, in view of what has passed this

“know him! Alss] too well I know him. Fou
[le.has beer the bang of my existeice. He | PYeNINE.

has placed a d;evil witbin my breast which

»-s

~

~

CHAPTER XIIL.

GONCLGSION, = ~

The day ‘of trial had dawned. It was a
day fraught with the -most important inter-
ests nnd results: The wholacommunity were
on the tip-top of expectation. The friends of
Luke Aroold were confident fie would gain
the suit and. he was unable to discover in
what way he could: be deprived of that which
he considered his rights. Other3 sagely shook
their heads and thought that.something
would transpire on the trial, which would up-
set his pretensions, and leave him_ without a
hope. Such were the various feelings main-
tained, and the subject was freely discussed
pending the trial. e

On the evening preceding the trial, Joseph
Custar beld a conversation with Ageesin re:
lation to the important case, and she expres-
sed ber fears that perhaps she would be un-
ablo to fully establish her identity as the
heiress, and the failure to do so,would plunge
her into still deeper misery. But her fears

- 2.
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CHAPTER XT.
" THE APPROACHING CRISIS. .

The seene enacted in the-parlor of Luke
Arnold on the previous evening soon fovind . . )
. He feared to face '
br, guilty as he was,
his life would pay the
Wretched man! - Bat .
cape. None could inr = |
who-thus had ruined .
his family in bis fall.

~

Prize,

R ARNOLD;

. B, .
. THE STORY -OF A WILL.

PY GAMUEL YOUNG.

E

~

CHAPTER 1X.

- THE REVELATION. .
The lawyer remembered that, at the depar-
“ture of his client, be manifested considerable

upessiness at tho fime, and seemed to be co

thie waigh for some person in the vicinity.—

Tins hag arouted misgivings in his mind,

which hg thought might lead to something

explanatory cf the deep mystery hapging
around his chedt’seace. .. -~ - -
~ But the difficulty was to “obtain a clue to
the cause of - the action cn the part of Luke

Arnold:™g was curious® 1o 'see him peeting
-out before he ventured to go forth, and -it

was very strange to observe his abrapt de-

- parture. | Fortune might yet fuvor hkim, and he

would bide histimé. = - . . X

- Since our hero had opened his law cffice,
he had failed, to atiend the: parties, soirees,
and other places of amusemént, as uch as
formerly, and his compinions missed bim

~“very-much froin their coterig, and the ladres
weta in agony in being thus deprived of bis

' ?::x% :]!lx?l.fp:ﬁ?;?gi‘:olljo%: ﬁ:ﬁﬁ;negfx: of B;untm;]. H“l i know the terrible se- bhv.in{’gl 'nt(;. fOflﬂ(;l efd llbelir fo wn,t yvfl‘eﬂ\:ery knows bis guilt, and fears the evidence which thing - It was to be his first atterpt 1o address a Agnes Arnold were wedded. Their's was & s .
- 5 : ' - LOr {B18 | cret from the gulity an, . amiably disposed to look for 1t in others, | wi|] ict hi : H i a . . . 04 . ) " s e E
he way be termed a selfish fellow, and sab- { « \Will vou gt:loft_ soburthen vour soul of tkis | where, especially, the chances wera that they will eonvict him of the charges lnu\i against | Ap Luke was all amviety to hear the de- | court, and he'felt a strange sensation as he | boppy lot, and life flows on in uninterrupted
y 3 ; 3 !

jsct himself to very ungenerous remarks ; but

he cared nqt for these. . Ilis mind was 2n- 1

grossed in ome only sulject, and that “was
the unraveling: of the mystetious Will case,
s and the first he had ever tried. Oa his table
ers feveral tcented no:és, wviting-his pres-
encs at = social reunion, or a gathering of
Lis male friends for-a social patty of pleasure;

> but his reply was brief to all—busipess before

"= very doubiful. : :

~

~ ~ thereto.

* anyihing else N
ihuing returned from Ins trip fo W—==—=,
. 8nd fully satisfied. 1bat be was now in a fair
¥ay to save bis client from any very great
1rouble in havin the Will properly proved,
and eniered .upan probate} but he thought
the probability of securing the property 0
_the present claimant was, to say the-least,

About eight o’clock that evening, Joseph
Youud himself on his way to the residence of.
Mars De Vere” Ju was true, he did not g«

" for the purpose'of exterding to that aged la-
dy any-fugther assistance In the way of chari-
ty, nur from any idle motive, or to gaze upon
their poverty. ~No, indeed! = The young

lawyer had a higher purpose in view. And Lwould be aware of it

to accowplish this was,thesobject of his visit

at this time. e had béen careful to provide
- - . . ~ i >

himself with suitaldé weapons of defence, for

the locality into which he was going was so

‘nutoriously dangerous, that he deemed it ouly
safe fo prepare bimself ‘for such emergencies
as had recently ocgurred. .

“sAs he stepped up to the door of Jhe hovel,
he pzused for, a moment; but hearing rothing
tnusual from within, gave & rap on the door.
In a'moment it was opened, and Aggy pre-

N .

" sented herself. VWheq sbe recogm{ed J o.~eph,'7

a glow of pleasure lighted up her face; and
the bade him epn'er. e was soriewhat sur
prised 1o find a third ‘occupant of the wretch..
ed home; but he was soan in possession of
the facts which bad transpired since his for-
tner visit, and he cheerfully entered into con
tersation withthe invalid. N >
"« He'is very weak yel,” said the kind hear
ed girl, # and cannot bear to talk muebh.”-
“Well, I sbal} not intrude mvself upon
him; but a few simple quéstions will suffice

{0 answer my parpose.” _And our hero con:

" versed - with him on tuatters relating to his
present” condition, and’ the causes Jeading
Ju appears that daring the evening on

which he was so badly hurt; he had been in

zompany with twg or three persocs drinking,
and after he had become somewhst intoxica-
ted, they invited bim ‘to.accompany them
down street for & walk, To this he had as-
sented, and the result was the blow and the

stab.~ R . . : h N

“ And can you assign no.cause for this ¥

_ aeked Joseph. 1Tt is strabge that men would

" “thus seck to tiké your life without some mwo-

tive” - .

.. “There wasa raotive—uo.doubt, a substan-
“tial one. There men belong to the worst

. wang of ‘rowdies in the city, and who, for.a-

few dollars, wou
act.” .- . e
.« Apd what reason bave you forrtiinking

" {bat vour lifewas sooght by these men for'a
reward-i” _queried Josepb, hig interest betom
fog exéited. - .~ R .
-~ Tye strongest resson in the world. The
tawiewnra who incited thém to do it, ouce

1L be guilty of aluSost any

el ol

hired an assasen to lodge-a buollet in my.

braig, but the attempt failed.” . .
Here, reader, we have Tom Bruaton—the
same man who had performied an &ct_of vil-
Laioy for Luke Arnold, and whose life had
been sought by that mau, in-order that bis
“grave. ) _» SRR
“ My friend, ‘you are & shaoger to fhe,”
#aid Joseph, in a sympatbising voice, “and

. fearful secret might bg forever bic_]de.xi_in}b‘q‘ .

N ~

’:'i::tu:;a:hge”i-‘.yf’?t?: &f:?;}gé&':;hmnf:& g;leeed% yonshgﬂmﬂlil l.lgs_eghmgs.con?um .""d;,.b,ﬁg °§$§§§"%m ;o‘:nc‘;:r;:n;;: eyés 10| Josoph started for W-—. Forseveral days musteodurs. o clenrly proven, and he took his ueﬂl:-' T}l:& _Thero is not a man among f‘\’“‘-{ich‘?‘?
" stepsas will effectually prevenl s recurrence *'-'rb}nieod'r"aixd Biaston, ovércome with | slumbe# (kat night.  His tind ‘was dpon the he had been maturing -projects in his mind, | = Joseph had waited to hear the’ décision of | evidence was & ferrible blgw to Luke. . who scholars- Who. can speak three of “these lan-
< 2 : ' 1 * " ; y and felt confident that everything would -re. { Luke Arnold, and it.cama. sat, a5 immovable as & marble statve. " Every | guages-with fluency, and thete is no ora who!

. of these atterhpts ypon your life” -

Bowam Itodait | Thowman whoseeks | dyoed, sank baek spon s pillow, suable 15| woold wart & f sod Ll 500 228 FUG ; was comlom Ly | e Taw aud evidence. -You have my | and he feared tha teriiblo frown,which wonld | ant State paper without the assistance of »
my life stands bigh in tbe world, atd_ my | utter his-joy in wobds.. . -~ -~ .- " | sing befors him: Then was Luke Arnold's | lodged in the town, and a8 matters must Scou | pe law and evidence. - e myg | and he feared the lerniblo OWR, WIS | WOWIC | AL e Ry Kong: Correspondent of ||
y life_stands -bigh in tbe world, sud my | utier his-joy ie woids. Gtings of Apgy an(f! bo‘fr of saldation; - Fad bs then retraced bis | bo brought t3.a close, be had no time to lose. nnswer,’? : - | mieet_ him'if he dared to raise hiseyes. 4 tapcher."~—Hong Kovr.gg;fC'orre\a‘pondz‘?it‘ of )

oot voice could mever reach him ;™ and:the
Bian sighed beavily. ¢ Bat,” anc!bonﬁeed

J

P - -

"| There is hope for you.

|sod die” .

tormetits me contintially: I shall never kuow
peace in' this world, and 1 fear none ir that
which is to come.” ‘

“ Nay, my good friznd, do fiot despair.—
) There _was hope for
the thief, even in the last bour.t.

“ Yes, yes, foria thief,” exclaimed the man,
as though his soul was enduring teft¥ble
pangs, “ yes, for the thief—but not for the
murderer.” ~ .

“ Murderer " and Joseph started back
fromithe bed, as"if a-serpent had stung him-
‘and Aggy and her foster-mother fled toward
the'door in alarm.  *x
_ Tho thought /was terrible. A murderer
beneath their humbld roof, the recipient of
their kindness! | Had his hands been stained
w.th human blocd !

- “Terrible, indved " said Joseph. ¢ Bat,
Aggv, be not alarmed.: Perhapa thisis but a
wild delirium ‘which has seized his bgain, and
conj.res up strange fancies.”
wMereiful father, that ycur words wera only
true! But, alwa! I feel 100 deeply the awfiil
truth, which forever torturss ine, whether
aslesp or awskel”
Josepli again drew mnigh.

NS

~ .

«He looked

.upon‘the now flushed faceand burniog eye |

awful crime of | which you speakl 1 will

promise you that I will not inform on you to

cause your arrest. [ will rather use my best
efforts to save yaar life, if it be in danger for
this erime.” = * | o .

« will tell ydu—tell you all, for this pdor
bosom has borne the préssure of the fearful
secret too long] Listen to my storv—for
I wiil be biief—and judgefor yourself how
far Lam guilty of the crima. It is over ten
year§ since [ was in the.employ of Luke Ar
nald, of W —— in Luzerne county. I was
engazed as bis hostler. Two years previous
to my leaving there, John Arnold, the broth-
er of Luké, died, and left all his vast, property_
to bis chly daughier, Agnes. The will made
provision that;in ease of the death of Aghes,

-ull the property should pass into the hands of

Luke: At the expiration of twD -vedrs, this
maan, Luke Aroold, came to me in a confi-
dential manner,'and told me that it was his

from' his home, s6 that she might never return.

“He offered me dne thousand dollars to take

her away in such a maoner that po person.
The money tempted

‘e to full in with .73 scheme, aod 1 onder-
It was under-,

took the_removal of the giil.
stopd that, if by my accident the life of the
innocerit girl should be destroyed,’o much
the-tetter  but if -that failed, to/ convey her
to some distant place, and there desert her.—
[ started with the child, fully resolved to da-
stroy her, but myjheart failed me aod I bro't
her'to thiscitv abd deserted “her. I never
returned to W——=——, but Secuiing a berth
on shipboatd, went to sea, andi did not re-

L tard here for five vears. At the end of that

ume, I came to lthis city, without money, and
without friends, . .1 daied not go back to
W= and falling into bad company here,
I soon sank tojthe lowest degradation. - An
attemnpt was made npon my life; at the insti-
gation of Lnke Arnold, who discovered me
here. -But [ escaped. I met him again, a

‘fow days ago,|and charged bim with the

crime, and threatened to_reveal his villiny
in having the thild abducted. For this 1
havesno doubt, my life - was songht again;
but again bave :.l escaped. Luke Arnold has
a heart as black as. night, and for money:
‘would pavse at/no act toobtawnit. He loves
nioney, afid makes it his Ged. You bave
briefly my sec16t.” - o .
Juseph was |utterly confounded. While
Brunton was s;‘)es'\kiug, Mary De Vere drew
closer to the bedside, and listened eagerly to
every word.as it_fell fiom the lips of the
speaker, and Aé__gy could haraly control ber
‘emotions, for shp felt that this story of wrong.
had ssmething in it whicli related to herself.

“The ‘myst%ry no longer surrounds the
case,” were the| quickly uttered words of Jo-
seph. Then turning to Bronton, be said,
“You regard-yhurself in the light of a mur-
‘derer, in baving been the instrument, io the
hands of LukeArnold in remoting this childi”

~

wish to bave his niece Agnes removed quietly

ersation of considerable length, in an un-
ertone, and at-its conclusion, they arose.
It was now late, and Juseph must be weading
is way home. DBefore leaving he had a few
words with poor Brunton, who thauked him
roth his Neart, for the consolation he had re-
geived from his assurance, and he now asked
hat hislife ihight'be xpared to confrant Luke
imold at the ‘proper time and place, and
unish him for what-he had done in the past.
Joseph did not irittoduce Aggy to him as the
eiress, but left the future to tning that about.
osepl bade thetn ail good-night, and retired.

‘L They sat down tog:ther and held a con-

COAPTER X.-

\ MOTHER AND DAUGUTER.

The usually quiet town of W was
omewhat relieved of its moonotony by the
ppearance of a beautiful and very intéresting
young lady, unaccompanied by aay person
Rave an aged mother. Thuy took up their
esidence ai the best hotel in the flace, and
he young gentlemen were on gui vive in re-
ard to the suiden, though very welcome!
ddition toithe society of W . It was ve-
rted that the young lady was an heiress,

nd this fact added to ber beauty, rendered
‘her an oljject of admiration to those who,

!
;

k

might win and wear it. Miss Agnes Arnold,
hs the voung lady was called, was frequently
the guest of the best families in the place,
and smong the rest, she was pressingiy in-
vited to take tea at the house of Luke Arncld.
Luke Arnold hiegrd the lady’s name braited
iabout; but it nevek raiced a suspicion in his
mind. Ile saw het naged mother, aud, like
Joseph Custar, at” his first interview with
Aggy, pansed when he.got thus far, for the
comparison could go o farther.

Miss Arnold aiid her Mother ware hospita-
bly entertsined at the Arcold mansen, a
splendid home, by-the-way, surrounded by all
the luxuries and beauties which a quiet sub-
uthan residence should possesz, The after-
noon and evening: glided- delightfully away,
ard the bour of departure had arrived. A
carriage was in waiting to convey the visitors
10 the hotel, when Mr. Arnold, in a.pleasant
conversational tone, rallied Miss Agunes on
the similarity of her name with his. “It is
strange,” he eaid. . : L
“It does seem sirange,” replied Agnes,
looking archly into his face, and smiling.
“and ‘it is still stranger, Mr. Arnold, when |
understand that you bad a niece whose name
was the same as mine.”, ~

“That is true,” said Luke in a deprecating
voice. “But the poor girl she is gone from
us. Her fate was no donbt™a hard one.””

_ “Why so, Mr. Atnold:"” asked Agnes, wish-
ing to lead him on, as she had evidently an.
iulject in view in doing ro. . .
4She was heiress to fifty thousand dollars
and was dearly beloved Ly the whole house.
She was our pet.” - o
“Indeed she was the light of our home,”
said-Mrs, Arpold, and a tear started in her
eyes. ; P
“Poor thing. And have you pever heard
of her ¥ inquired Agnes.
“Never!” satd- Luke eniphatically, and
if he bad spoken his thoughts be would have
added, “and I bopa 1 uever wil,” but he
paused ere his thoughts found atterance.

41 remember,” said Apgnes, “of ofien see-
ing a young gir) in Philadelphia, whose
|name was Agnes—often I have conversed
with Ler when she came to the kitchen door,

once been happy—lived io a fine house and
all that—but had been taken away and
brought to the city and deserted.”

“Ogr -poor Agnes, 1 am sure,” said Mrs,
Luke Arnold, aod fresh tears started to her
eyes. - - :
’ #Can't be,” s4id Luke, and his voice quiv-
ered as be spoke. “If it werc our lost girl.
she would have found some means to ge!
homt.e—such » short distance.”

“Poor, poor child, what she must have
suffered—and perhaps died from want,” and
Mrs. Arnold melied again. :

[ think she is still living.” said Agnes.
“I¢ is not very Jong sitice I saw Ber. She had
learned 1o zew and was working for the cloth-
iers.” N

[ d64™ sud Tom Brunton buried his face
in the pillow, as'if-to hide the terrible tho'is:
from his mind. ) . i

« \WWhat would be vour feeling3 if this child!
still lived, andﬂwonld -soon be fully restored.
10 all her rights §” T

“ Ah! I wodld not exchangy iy position
for all the world's wealth. -A kingdom could
not buy the bappiness which that fact would
bring me” - [ o7

*Then, my poor friend, let me vsher that 3034
into your soul.| That girl still lives, &nd will]

that wealth ‘of . which & ¢iltainous relative
seeks to deprive her.” ]

“3ay-you so—still livest” Bring her to me
‘that ] msy loo‘k upoo her—beg ber pardon

" : #Nay, sir, there is happicess even for. you

the . feelings which this last assurance prot

. Bot what, Weére the

N

i
1
i
1

| over.

N

ere long, ba -prottaimed the rightful beir of

her foster-wother, a8 thesa strange revelstiony

“Indeed " and Luke Arnold trembled all
“Are you not mistaken; Miss Ar-
n

~#No, sir, the girl is the same. She bas &
hard time ofit. Without friends in the world,
she is strpggling to gaid a micerable sub-
sistence.”

“Oh. dreadful I . Mrs. Arnold bent o ap~

|| pealing look upon her-husband—but he saw

itnot. His mind wa3 t¢o busy with the fast
crowding toughts; that rose up like ghosts-to
frighten hird. : .

(gues bad agdomplish_éd her purpose.
Alarm had taken’ possession of Luke Arnold,
and he fenred that his long cherished secret
would be revealed. h was & might of tor-

"1 ment to him.

The ladies were sscorted to the carriage

rack.. Evely sod glarmed ., him, and be

at once,

“went 8o far a3 to assert that there wns astrong

seeking cold victuals. She told me she had |-

‘existed before.

ago had been hushed up, lest their repetition.
might affect the reputation of Luke Arnold,
who stodd high in the community aud whose
kndness to the pretty young heiress was a°
matter of remark among all who were on
terms of intimacy with the family.

Ove fact bad been entirely oveilooked at
the time of the unéxplained disappearance of
Agnes. Tom Eruoton, who for inany years
had been in the employ -of Luke Arnold, at
the sama time left his place, but noone ever
thought of connecting him’'in any way with
tho circumstances which hung around the
fate f the abducted or lost girl. Tt was
strange, too, that it was not safor the exite-
ment in regard to her disappearance was very
intense—and every suggestion was made that
would, in anv manner,{ serve to throw:light |
upon the mysterious transaction.”

But now, since the advent of the young
lady and her mother, and the conversa ion in
the parlor of Luke Arnold, these things and
‘many similar stories were brought to light.alt
beariug upon’ the interesting sutject. Luke]
Arnold felt deeply the position jn which cir:
cumstances had sbdlenly placel him. He
knew that cuspicion . war. _directad at bim—
and he felt as & criminal only can feel who-

him,

The aminble wife of Luke Arnold suffgred
mugch from the reflection which occupied her
mind fince the couversation in the parlor
It was ber unutterable conviction that Agnes
Arnold, tha lost heiress; still lived; aod she
urged upoh her husband the necessity of at
once naking some efforts Lo reclaim ber. But |
to these appeals Luke was deaf. To attempt
this_would overthrow his whole fabri¢ of hope |
which he had been years in building. And
notonly so, but it would ruin bim in charac-
ter. He must appear as 'a felon before all
honest men—and with a coascience already
seared with an infamous act, and his reputa-
tion sullied by the breath of suspicion. What
could be do but fly from those who kuew
bim? - :

I I can but obtain the probate of the will
ard at once be put'in possession of the proper~
ty, methinks I will be safo, Before this time
the only mao [ feared is out of the way. > As
for the gitl, she can vever appear against me,
for she bhas no friend who will “step in to ins
terfere in Ler bebalf. 1 will write at once to
oy lawyer to cume on and bave the business
closei up. Raymond will be here1n a day
or two, and then I may-bid defiance to the
world.” ) n i

Luke Arnold wrote to bis lawyer, Joseph
Custar, requesting his immediate presence,
and on receipt of the letter Joseph sent a line
to M-. Raymend, wisking him to return home

In the meantivse, Tom Brunton was rapid- |
ly gaining strength apd was preparing to ac-
company the lawyer t¢ W——=." Joseph had |
everything properly arranged to proceed in
the matter and only waited until Brunton
should recover and Raymond return hcme
befofe he would begin the praceedings.

The young lady and her mother still \re-
maimed at the hotel, and the interest which
had been aroused in regard to them still coun-
tinued to increase; and even some people
hinted that the young lady bLore a resemb- !
lance to the Arnolds of that vicinity, and

probability- that she was really the hejres.
But these were culy surmises and hiad nothing
solid to rest upon. . -
Even Mr. Luke Arnold beard these things
hinted at and he grew uneasy. e felt the
importance of at once closing up the matter,
and for this purpose waited with the utmoct
impatience the arrival of the lawser and the
witne:s, Raymond. Hé had duill his plans
well, still-he was fearful in view of receut
events, that something might occur to inter-.
fere with his schemes, and at times wovld
give way to the deepest despondency. Ie
felt nervous and easily alarmed, and when
he noticed the suspicious glances which met
him at every turn, be felt very uncomfortable.
He begun 1o seo difficulties :shhere none
Ile knew well that, if his
right.as clzimant under the will would be]
contested, n suit to establish- him in his as-
serted rights must inevitably follow; and if
this should occur and there were any liviog
withess whose testimony could create a dgubt
‘as to the justice of his claim, or throw a sus-
picion over his past action, then would his
chances be impnired— and this very doubt
and suspicion be enough_ to render him au
uinensy posseséof, a3 well asthe olject of con-
tinual charges. Would he subject himsel{ to-
all this contomely—would he trail his éstab-
lished honesty in the dust I Would he have
himself proclaimed a villain to the world, and
ruin oot oaly himself, but destroy forever the
bappiness of his family 4
Wg’ahall £ee.

CHAPTER XU,
THE QUARMEL.
. Haying all his_afrangements completed,

st as he anticipated. He was comfortably

ed his bandsin a menacing manner,and strode

do you mean, Mr. Custar{  Have you made
any discovéries which might give us any
trouble 1’ . N

.“That depends somewhat on the way we
look &t matters. There have been hints
thrown out, which, if they have any grounds,
will give us considerable trouble.”

“Well, upon my word,that appeafsstranga.
Ifyou hal any hints affectiffz my claims,
why did you giot inform ma%ksooner? You
have let matters go 100 far-bgfore consulting
me.” .

Lnke was angry—and Jooked-uneasi Iy up-
'on his lawyér. Ilad he beardjnny of the re-
ports respecting the girl being alive, or worse
—had Tom Brunton given him any inform-
ation? Luke really felt _alarmed,” which,
added (o his anger at the progpect of defeat,
just on the eve of victory,wasgnough to make
him. feel very unhappy. : &

“These hints bave reached me from various
quarters and though nothing ‘more perhaps
than merely supposition, yet I have felt in-
clined to altach some impertance to them,”
said Joseph Custar, and he kept his ere
fixed on bis client, to mark the effect of his
words, . . e o e e N
““You think them important, eh? Well,
and if they are so, will they awount to any-

]

cision of his lawyer. . ,

“They are not only important, Mr. Arnold,
but if procf can-be brought .to sustain them,
then you must give way to another claimant
under this Will.”

“And who is that, Custar, who "

Arnold advanced -close to the lawyer 8s he
spoke. -

“Agnes Arnold.” N

“Who !" exclaimed Luke, while he stood a
picture of despair. o

“Agnes Arnold I" .

“Impassible [ cried the client with d«sper-
ation in his tones. *It is impossible, Custar,
she does not live to make a claim.”

“How you know that, Luke Arnold 77 de-
manded Joseph with emphasis, and looking
him straight in the eve as he spoke. .

“] suppose so,” was the uncertain re-
sponse, :

“Luke Arnold, and as the lawyerspoke he
rose to his feet and pointed his finger at 11
client. “Luke Arntold, vou are known to tle
wotld as an honest man thus far—whatever
of evil attached to you has been kepl pro-
foundly secret—hience you stand fair against
mere igsinuations. Thos you-came to w8,
your pretensions made me think:rou honest,
and 1 under:ook your.cate. D3ut many events
have verv secently transpired, which lead me
to think that you have only. preseut‘é_d your
fairest character.” )

“Sir"and as Luka Arnold spokehe clench-

to the side of the lawyer. “Sir, do you
menn to charge me with wrong in this mat-
ter ¥’ . .

o] undertook this cdse as a lawyer, but
never for a moment thovght that 1 must aid
in consumating a villainous project; 1 find,
sir, that a great wrong exi-t: somewhere, and
that to serve you further, would implicate me
in perpﬂraling wrong, Ldecline most em-
phatically to act for you longer.”

“Custar—" apd Luke's; face instantly as-
sumed an imploring expreision. “For heav-
ens sake, do_ oot desert mé now.”

“Answer me a single question. Your re-
ply may change my mind in regard to my
decision. Do vou know, or did you ever
koow a man named Thomas Branton 1

-The color instantly deserted the -face of
Luke, and he shrunk back from the.lawyer
as though n demon mensted him. Tt was
several moments before be ‘could find words
to reply. . L T

“Bruoton, ‘Brunfon, why yes; he was my
bostler once.” e

“How lon} since 7" -

“About ten years—" . -

“Enough. If I am gorrecily informed he
left your house at the same time tkat your
neice di-appeared; d'd you discharge Brun-
ton, or was he entrusted ‘with funds and ran
off with the money 1 Lpke Arnold, solve this
mustery I't Lo :
Luke Arnold was thunderstruck. He could
not speak. It was true, then, that bis recret
wis out and . that the band'of fate was-agaidst
him,

“Take my advice; Arnold, and withdraw
your pretensions to this propeity. It is not
too late-—you can save yourself from infamy
and ruin.  Will you-pause "

Luke was overcome with contending emo-

self, but then all the wealth- which he bad
promised hiself, would pass like & dream
from bis grasp. No, noy ‘he could not gi\:e
up so easily. - Ho wonld stand ‘firm in his
purpode, and yet triumph. ovér all There
could no witness appear against his claim,and
be felt sure of success, althongh the difficulty
grew mor overwhelming every day. Yes;he
would struggléon. If be fuiled it could be
no worse—and if he won, then the reward
would amply conipensats him for whiat he

u will pever yield wy - claim untilj com-

steps-=bed e thity sovght (ol féstore tbé loct

Fre had seer the beautiful Agnes Arnold and

tions. 1f he paused now he raight save him- |

were removed by the arguments of the law-
yer, and she resignedjherself to whatever des~
tiny awaited her, T
Agnes bad ncted -well the part ‘she was
now playing. Sha bad appeared as we have
described in accordance with the suggestions
of Joseph. The design was t arouse suspi-
cion in the minds of the'cammunity, as well
perbaps aldrm Luke, who reposed in such
fancied security. This had heen accomplish-
ed, and the natural inquiry in the minds of
the people led them to form very different
eonclisions tcuching the past conduct of Ar-
wold, and cast'a suspicion around bim;
which would to agreat extent impair his pros-
pects, . s )
The Register’s court was in ra sion. ' The
judges were seated upon the bench, the law-
vers were busy preparing to hear .witn 8<es
and take notice of testimony. Every inch of
spare room was occupied by 1ba interested
citizens. Silence was strictly observed, and
all waited with interest the commencement
ofthe proceedings. -The Court was fully pre-
pared to preg ed with the business before it.

Joseph Custar, who was _now the counsel
for the contestant “of the Will, arcse. He
azed bipon the multitude of people around,
and for A moment his heart sank within him.

paused-to- collect his thoughts. But feeling
the importance and righteousness of his case,

be calmed his mind for the effoit. Al eyes

were bent uron bim and 'he knew that much

depended on what he’would atter, We shall
not attempt to g've his words as they fell

fiom his lips,but we will merely state in brief
what his position was, After addres:ing the

judges, and stating the objuct he had in view

\10 Gringing :this suit, he went on to say that,

never had there Léan a better eause present~

ed to the judgment ofa court, but that like--
wise there had rever been a case in which
villaidy and fraud were so mixed up. It was
trua that the character of the man who set

up his tlaim 10" the provisicns of the Will

stocd bigh, nostain had ever publicly been

attached to him; fhe world had known him

only as an honorable citizen. But he would,

in the course of this trial,, remove - the veil

which concealed his private life; and show as
black a record as ever stained the annals of
humanity. e would prove by incontestible
evidence that Luke Arnold,at the time of the
sudden Jisappearance of Agoes, his ueice,was
aware of the moment: of her departure and

that furtber, he had paid oue ‘thousand dol-’
lars-to have the ghrl carried away so that sbe
might never return, and 1hat the agreement’
for hor removal even exténded to the taking:
of bier life, if required to place her beyand
the possibility of return.  He would prove by
a living witness, that the life of the person so
taking the heiress, was twice attempted ai
the instigatiop of Luke Arnold.

A thrill ofhottor_pervaded every heart in
ths court-liouse, and all eyes were bent upon
Arnold who sat beside his Jawyer. Luke
paled for a moment, but instantly recovered,
and {hough he could not meet the gaze di-
rected at him, he.managed to bani:h that
acxiety which guilt will impress upen the
features. -

. “These facts,” continuved Joseph, “will be
proven. I wait 16 hear the opposite side,
when the proper witnesses will be cal'l\Sd."

The lawyer whom Luke Aruold had em-
ployed; -after Custar had declined, now a-
rosé, Ile wasa mai of forty-five, and rather
prepossessing in his appearanee. He spoke
without effort, and’ though baving but-a brief
period to prepare for the trial, he spoke well. |

He presented the character of his client as
a wall of brass agdinst the attacks of the -op-
posing counsel, and felt confident that he
woald come. otit of the ordeal, unseathed. Ile
said that the.reliance of the opposition was
based upon flimsey suppositions, the merest
hints of busy gossippers, and had 5o sub-
stantial basisewhatever, His clienl’s past
history was a clear guarantee of the purity of
purposé now, and that he had no other,object
in view than merely to obtain -possession of
what had -become legally his, in the absence
‘of the other ¢l: Tinant named in the Will now
under consideration. He asked that the court
would receive the prayer of the petitioner,
nd place him in possession of the property.

The subscribing witnesséss were called, whe
proved the validity of -the Will.. The court
wished to know if there were any other wit-
uesses réady. Joseph Custar arose, and stated
that there was ot very important wilness

-| whom he wished called.

“Thomas Brunton!” . .

Whas called, and considerable excitement
followed 'the announcement of the pamg.
Luke Aruold startéed to his feét, but instantly
sat dowp. Ilis alaim was sudden, and he
could no longer control his feelings. All eyes
were turned to the passage. Presently, a man,
pale and wasted; but _respectably clad, was
seed to advance and take his'stand. Thé oath
was administered, and “he proceeded: to give
jo bis. testimony. What he stated to the court
was the snme in substance as fhat which the
render has alveady heard. His identity. was

man in that i\ise'ix')bla%e believed him guilty,

| ness, of less value in itself-than the one I had

“We part. You have chosed s fatal con:

N

Ou6 othier wilnees remaited to-be called;

Muess of -the.night he
ﬁed,"none ever knew hat was his fate, g
 Agnes was immediailely placed in possession™-
of ber property. 'She gave to the distressed .
family of Luke Amq}d the homestead they
occupied, nnil a sum gf money to render them
free from want. ‘Shg resolved to provide.for
ber aged foster-mothdr, and bestow upon hey
competency, but stie refused it, and only

'%esited that she Vmingt.be ‘permitted. to pass |
her few 1emaining days with her dear Aggy.
his was cheerfully'granted: <

Tom Bruhton was tot forgotten, and though .

the wrongs of which lie was guilty in his past |

life had rendered his dxistence less happy, stilt
he ‘souglit to atone for Lis errors, and his life
passed smoothly. .. - -

Bat, reader, how, slall we close’ this veri- -
table history? It is|nct demanded that we
should prolong it,\thit wé give you in detail -
all the -trifling minutiz which followed the
‘decision in favor of Agnes Arnold. She was .
now a wealthy heireshand had taken up her
residence in the city of Philadelphia. She
moved in the most refined circles, ;and was

evergwhere :recaived! with that eclat. which

ever welcomes the rich, o
Afier the lapsé of 'a year,Joseph Custar an

pleasure. Our herv iio longer . practices law,
vut having wealth,he has chosen a delightful
home near Philadelphia, where he is passing
his days, sarrounded by every comfort, and |
in the full and blissful enjorment of every so-
cial blessing:which 'a_ plensant companiod
can bring. - [rae exp.] oL

- A Passtsa IscibENT.~—As a map of gene;
rous heart from the couniry was guiding, 2
few days since, kis load of hay to the matket,
we saw following him, and gathering- the
wisps of bay which féll from the load, a poor
woman and two lads, the lattér of perhaps
the ages of seven and nine years. Our atten~
tion was specially drawn to them, by -observ-
ing that the man frequently took pains to
throw whole handfuls of hay down ‘the side .
of the load, in order, as was quite apparent,
to convey, in &s quiet a manner as possible,-

sentimeats of .comtort to the'hearts of these -

suffering poor. “Asourwalk lay.in thedireo-
tion of tbe waiket, we determined to witness
the conclusion of this exhibition of sympathy-
and geverosity. | -

By-and-by the gleaning became so abun-
dant, that the poor woman could refrain from
her expressions of gratitude no-longer; and
bursting into tears, she beckoned.the madn to
‘'stop and then, in 8 mannér-whi\ch indicated
botb intelligence and a delicate sense of ber
wretched coudition, besongbt hiti to permit
her asinglo word of thauktulness for his kind-
ness. * Madam,” snid the man, “1, too, have
been in the vale of poverty, and seen the tima

when a lock of bay would hate baen consid~
ered a treasure. A friend by an act of kind-

done to you, saved me from despair, and made,
me hopeful for better days. :
Years.bave passed now, and kind Provi-
dence has Dlessed me with a good farin and
a happy bome. For years as I waked each
morning, I bave seemed to ltear a sweet voica
whispering, * this day-remember the poor.! "= .
As he said this he raised the fork and -
threw in the woman’s arms as great a quanti-
ty as she and the iads conid carry, and theri
drove onward, with a countenance expressivo
of the truth—* It is better to give than tore-
ceive.” Wa turned from. the scene to read
again, and with greater profit than ever, the
story of- Ruth, gleaning ifi the fields of tha.®
generous” Boaz, and of the kindness of the -
reapers to the destitute and successful gleaver. ..

- Tue CmisesE—In a -coubtry where ths. -
roses have no fragrance, and the women no
petticoats ; where the laborer has no.Sabbatb,
ard the mag#lrate no sense of honor ; whero
thie roads Liear no vebicles, and the ships no .
keels; where old men fly kites; Whera the.

veedle points to the south, abd the sign of ¢

being .puzzled is to seratch the sutipodes of.
the bead ; where the place of bonor is o -the |
left kand, and the seat of  intellect is in the
stomach ; where to teke off your bhat isan
insolent gesture, and to wear white garments

is fo put yourself in mourning—=wé .ought .

not to bo astonished to find a litérature with+
out an alphabet and & langange without a
grammar. . If we add ‘that for countléss cen-
taries the Government has been in. thie hands
of State philosopbers,and the vernacular dia. .
lects have been abandoned to the Jabering -
classes, wa must not ba startled to find that

this Chinese language is the most intricate, | .

cumbrous, aid -unwieldy vehicla' of thought & -

thiat ever obtained atong dny ‘people. - - |

There are eighteen didtinct langoages in |
China, besides the Court dialect; aud al--
though, by a beautiful ‘invention desoreipg.
of ‘all -imitation, the written language is[s0,

contrived as to dénote by the same character |

the sounds of each of ta pifeteen different,

is of no great uzeamong the mulliwdé-ylxd;
cangpot read, - Al

cau safely eitber writa or interpret an import-:

i

Egndon Timrs,

\

_words, all of which it equally. répresents, this| -

i
|
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No steps wera taken to prosecute him for his .
crimes, and in the sti



