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Mr: Presmonst, Ladies and Gentlemen ¢ 1
appear before vou to night at the request of
the Grand Jury in attendatice wpon the Uni.
ted States Conrt, far the parpose of 'submit-
ting thy views upon certail topics upon
which they have expressed 2 degjreto Lear
my opinica, It was not my purpose when I
arrived hiere among you, to have engaged in

" any puglic or political discussion § but when
called upon by a body of men ¥ intelligent
and respectable, coming. from all parts ot the

Srate, and connected with the administration

of public justice, T do not feel at -liberty to

withheld a full and fragk “expression of my

epinion upon the subjetts to which’ they
Lave referred, and - which - now  engross <o
laree a share’of the public attention,

The points“which I am requested to discuss
re s ) ' ' '
_1st. The present condition.
jof Kapeas, - 77 i

2, The principles affirmed by  the Sa-
areme Court of the United States 1o the Dred
1\?\:0{[ CANG, '

3.1. The cordition of things in Utah, and

*he apprapriate remedies for existing evils,
Of the Kansas™ question hut litile need be
2t the przsentome. You are familiar
with the hi~lory of the question and my enn-’
neciton with it. Sabs¢quent reflection has
sirepgiliened and coufinmed my ~couvictions
iy the soundness of the principle.on which 1
acted, and the correctnoss of the course ]
have feltit wy duty to parsue upon that sub-
jeet. Funsus is about to speak . for hereelf
“hrongh her delegates assembled in Conven-
fian to forme a Constitation, preparalory to”
her admissien into the  Union en an  equal
foting with the otigina] States.  Peace and
prespoity now prevail throughout her -bor-
ders,  The law under. which her delegates
are aLout 10 be dlected is believed to be Jjust
and fairin ali s objects  and  proviions.—

.There is eviry reason 'to Lope and believe
“that the faw will ba fdrly interpicted and

impartinliy exectte L, so-ns to insure to every

Lona fle inhiabitant the free and guiet exer-

cise of the leciive frunchise.  If aayv portion

of the inhabitants, acting under ths advice
of political leaders in - distdnt States, shall
©elivrae to alaent themseives from  the polls,
ard withhold their votea with a view of keav-
ing the Free State Demncrats in a minerity,
atl thus secure a pré—>!avcry Constitution in
rpesition to the wishes of 3 majority of the
geople iiving under it kit the Tespousibility
rest on those, who for pgriisan purposes, will
sacrifice the principies they profess to cherish
=1 promote,  Unon them and upon the po-
Ytieal party for wht}:t beucfit, and under the

~i

and prospeets

v

£4i

i
direction of whoze Wadess, they  act, let the
ilame be visited, for fistening wpoh the peo-
bl of A new Siate, institulions repugnant to
helr feelings anad 1a vielaticn of their wish-
The orzauic ast seaures to the peeple of
Kansis the sole nnd exclusive right of form-
ing and regilating their domestid institdtions
to'suit themeelrps, suliset 1o no- other fimi-
tativn than that which the Constituiion of the
Tutted Sudes imyoses. ) -

Tite Dymoeratic party 1= determinsd o
ser the mieat fundamental principles of the
arxauie act canied onvin good fuith, The
w iaw in Kansas X dcknowl-
irand jast—{lie

s of the ve-
Sl—nnd the exercisd &

":('..i.
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“tegs are clearls

those rhrhts wiil i

]

nusly prateetal, sew, i the majurity of

il people of Kaasas desive o have it a free
Serte (and we are tokl Ly the TNepublican
ihat wing fenths of the- people of that
ry nve {ree Finte men) there is o nb-
sin the way £ brlpoingy Hansasinio tie
se Sinte, be the votes and voice
{her own'people; 2nd in esnformity with

the grent principles nfithe Euanens-Nebraskna

Ul R< & .

. t R, ) . :
sop—provided il the free Sinte men will go

19 thepolis suld ente their principles in ac-
cordance with their professions. If such is
wot the resnlt lef' the consequenca be visited
“upon the liends of tho-e whose poliey it is to
produce ~trife, .anarchy and  bloodshed in
Kansas that their party rany profitby slavery
aritation inthe Northern States of this Un-
im. That the Deimnerats in Kaneas will per-
Oorm their duty, fenrlendy and nolle, aceor
ding to the principles they chierish] T have
uo doubt, and that'tha result of the strugele
will bz spch as will gladden the heart and
strengihen thedopes of every friend  of the
I"nion, T have entire confidence. .

Thé Kagsas question being setiled peace-
fully and sati-fuctorily, in accordance with
tire wishes of her'swa peaple, slavery agita-

- tivn should te bawished from the halls of
Congr:ss and cense to Le an existing elemeut

- in cur political struzgles, Give fair pluy to
that principle of sell government which ree-
ognizes the right of the people of each State

. and Territory th form and regulate theirown
domestic instittfions, and sectional strife will
e forced to give place to fhat fraternal feel-
inz which aunimated the Fatliers of the Ryvo-
lution, and made esery citizen of every State
of this glorious Confederacy 2 member of a
common brotherhooad.

That we are steadilv and rapidly approact-
ing thut result, T cannot doubt, for the sia-
very issue has already dwindled down ipto
the narrow limite covernd by the decision of
the Rupreme Court of the United States in
the Dred Reott ease. The moment that de-
cision was pronounced, and before the opin-
ion of the Court . could be published and
read by the people;the “newspaper - press in
the interest of a powerful political party in:

this country, began to pour forth torrents of |

:\.b:zsc_ and misrepresentations, not .only upon
the decision, but upon the characfer and-mo.
tives of the venerable Chicf Justice &nd: "his
illustrious assgciates upon the beneh.

The churacter.of Cliief Justice Taney: and

assoviate Judwes” who coseurred with bim,-

require-no eulogy—ro vindication from me,
T 8 red o' the| } h i
s ey are.endeared to' the) peopls of the Uni-
ted States by their eminent public services—
venerated for their -great leatning, wisdom
anl experience—anil beloved for the spotless
purity of their ¢charaeters.apd their exempla-

ry lives, The poisonous shafts . of partisan |

nalice wiil fail harmless at their feet, "while
their judicial decisions will stand inall future
time'a proud wonument to their gredtuess

the-ndmiration of the good and wice,” Ahd o]

tebike’to the partisins of faction and law:
less violenice, If, unfortunately, uny consid.
.erable portion of the -peaple 'of the United
States sliail so far forget” their. obligaticns {o.

. society-as'to aliow the parli-an l¢aders to 4r-
- _ray them iu violent resistance to the fioal de-:

sition of the Dighest judicial tibunal op

i ._‘\_

- it
Slviencly and  sernpodid

E’ earth, it will become the duty ofall the
friends of order and constitutiona] govern-
ment, without reference to past political dif-
ferences, to organize themselves and marshal
their fofces under the glorious bauner of the
Union, in vindication of the Constitution and
the supremacy of the laws over the advocates
of faction and the champions of violence.—
To preserve the Constitution inviolate, and
vindicate the supremacy of the. {aws, is the
first and bighest duty of every citizen of a
free Republhe. : .
- The peculiar merit of our form of govern-
ment over all others, consists in \be fact that
the law, icviead of the arbitrary Will of a he-
reditary Prince, prescribes, defines and pro-
tects all'vur rights.  {n this country the law
is the will of the people, embodied and es-
pressed according to the forms of the Coasti-
tution. The Couits are the tribunals pre-
Seribed by the Constitution, and created by
the authority of the people to dctermine, ex-
pound and enforce the law. Hence, whoev-
er resists the final decision of the bighest ju-
dicial iribunal, aims a deadly blow atour
whole 1epublican system of Gqvernment—a

our rights and liberties at the mercy. of pas-
sion, ansrehy and violence. I repeat, there-
fore, that if resistance to the decision of the
; Supteme Court of the United States, in a
matter like the points decided in the Dred
Scott case, clemtly within their jurisdiction
‘as defined by the Constitution, shall be fore-
ed upon the country as a political issue, it
will become a distinet and naked issue be-
ween the friends and - the enemies of-ithe
Counstitution—the friends and the enemies,of
the supremacy of the laws, HE
The case of Dred Scott was  an action of
trespass, ef ¢t armis, in the Ciredit Court of
the Lnited States for the District of Missonri,
for the purpese of e-tablishing his " c¢laim to
‘be o free man, and was taken by 3 wiit of
error on the application of Scott to the Su-
preme Court of the United States, where the
“final decision was prononnced by chicf Jus-
tice Taneyf The facts of the case were agreel]
npon and admitted to be true by both parties
jaud were if eubstance, that Dred Scott was
g = : .

a negro slave in- Missouri j that he went
i with hiis master who was an officer of the
army, to Yort Armstrong, oo Rock Island;
and thence to Fort Saelling, on the west bank

L of the Mississippi River, ard within the coun-
try coverad by the act of Congress known as
the Missouri Compromise, and thence le . re-
accomprmigd R's master to the state of Mis-
souri; - where he bias since remaized 2 2lave.—
Upon this statement of facts two important
and material, questions arose, besides eeveral
incidental and minor ones, which it was in-
: comibent upen e Court to take notice of
and decide.» The Court did not atcempt to
avoid responsibility by disposing of ths came
: upon technical points without tonching the
! metits, zror Jid they go out of their way to
| decide questions not properly before them

1
i

i and directly presented by the record. Like |

; ronest and conscientious Judges, as they are,
i they met and decided each point as it arose,
Pand fabthfully performed their whole duty,
i and nothing Lwt their duty to the country, by
i determining all the guestions in the ease, and

i nothing Lut what was essential to the decis-
_ion of the case npon its werits, - .

*  The Siate Courts of Missoari had decided

“arainst Dred Scott, and  deelared him and
" his children slaves, xed the Circuit Court of
"the United States for the District of Missou-
i lad decided the same thing in  this very
ease, which had thus heen removed to the
PSapreme Court of-the United States by Scott,
i with the hope of revensing the decision of the
! Cireunit Court and securing bis- freedomn.  If

, vl-error for want of jurisdiction;without first
Fexamining into and deciding the “mesits of
ithe case, as they ae pow denounc;;l\and
- abused for not having done, the result would
linve been to rewpand Dred Scott and his
children to-perpetual slavery under the decis-
ions whick bad already been pronounced by
the Soprease Court of Missouri, as well by
the Circuit Court of the United States, with-
ont obtaining a decision on the merits of his
ease by the Supreme Court of the United
States, Suppose Chief Justice. Taney and
Iiis associates had thus remanded Dred Scott
and bis children back to slavery on a plea in
abatement or any mere techpival polut not
touching the merits of the question,and with-
oiit deciding whether under the constitution
apd laws, as applied to the facts of the case,
Dred Scolt was a free man or a slave, would
they bave not been denounced with increased
virulende and Llitrerness, on the charge of
having remanded Dred Scott to perpetual
‘hivery witi ot finst examining the merits of
his ca~e and ascertaining whether he was a
sluve or not ? S .

fthe case had been disposed of in that
way, who can doubt that such wonld have
Leen the character of the denunciations
which would bave Leen hurled upon the de-
voted beuds of there illustrious judges, with
much wore plau<ibility atd show of fairness
than they are now denounced for having de-
cided the case fairly and honestly upon its
merits ’ -

The material atd controlling points in the
caso—tliose which have been ‘made the sdb-
‘ject of unmeasured abise and denunciation,
was be thusstated v -~ e

1st. The court decided that under the Con-
stitution of the United States 3 negro de-
scended from slare parents is not and cannot
be a citizen of the United States, '

2d. That the act of the 9th of March, 18-
20, commonly calied the Missouri Compro-
mise act, was unconstitatioral and void be-
fore.it was repealed by the Nebraska act,and
copsequently did 'not” and could not harve
the legal cffect of - extinguishing 8 master's
right to his slave in- that Territory. While
the right continues in full~ force  under the
Enmmees of the Copstitution, and caonot

divested or alienated by.an act of Con-
irress, it peceévarily remainsa barren -and a

rthless right, unless sustained, protected
and enforced by appropriate .police regula-
tions and loeal Jegislation, prescribing sde-
quate-remedies for its violation. Thesve reg-
ulations and remedies must necessarily de-
pend- eotirely upon the will and wishes of
the- people of the Térritory -as they csn
only- be prescribed” Ly the local legisla-
tures.  Hence the great principle of popular
sovereignty and self governinent is sustuined
‘aud firmly establisbed by the acthority “of

this deeixion. . . ,

Thus-it appears that the only sin involved
in the pastage of the Kansas ' Nebraska - act,’|
consists in the fact that'it removed from the
statute book an act of “Congress * which wia
| woautborized by the Constitution ofthe Tri

-

f h - !
i . !

blow, which, if successful, wodld place all_

—
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ted States, and void because pas:ea withont
constitutional authority, and substituted in
{lieu of it that great-fundamental principle
of self government which recognizes the right
of the. people of each State and Territory to
j form and regulate their domestic institutions
{and internal atfairs to suit themselies in ac-
cordance with the Counstitution. [Applause]
The wisdon and propriety of the measure’
have been sustained by the decision of the
bighest fudicial tribanal on earth, and rati-
Bed and approved by the voice of the Ameri- |
can people 1n the election of James Buchan-
an to the Presidency of the United States
upon that naked and distinct issue. Tam
willing to rest the vindication of the measure
and my action in connection withe it.upon
that decision and thut verdict of the Ameri-
can peeple. [Tmmense applause]

Passing from this, T will proceed to the
discussion of the piain proposition decided
by the Court, which is, that under the Con-
stitution of the United Statesa negro descen-
ded from slave patents iwported from Africa
is not and caunot be a citizen of the United
States. . : : c.

-We are told by _the leadérs of the % Re-
publicau” or Abolition party that this propo-
sition is cruel, inhuman and infamous, and
ihould not be réspected nor obeyed by any
good citizén. In what does the objection
consist? Wherein is the cruelty, the inhu-
mauity, the infamy §  Ttis supposed to con-
sist in deptiving the negro of citizenship, and
‘borsequently excluding him from the exercise
.of those rights ard privileges wlich are en-
joved in common, and on terms of eutire
equality, by all American citizens; whetber
native born or naturalized. They squote the
Declaration of Independence which says.:
* We hold these truths sclfcvident that all
‘men were created cqual,” and nsist that this
language referred to and was intended to in-
clude negroesas well as white men; that it was
riot intended to apply onlr to the white race,
but that it included the negroes and attother
inferior races, and placed them on a footing
of entire and absolute equality with; white
men, and that the batties of tbe Revolution
were fought in defense of the princip}lo, atud
the fourdations - of this glonous Llepnblic
were firmly planted on the immovalle basis
of the perfect equality df-the races.  Hence
they arguve that any law or reguiniion,wiezh-

newspaper press, to carry out the Declaration
of Independence as they profess to understand
it, by placiog the negro on an equality with
the white man in all those States wirere they
carried the Presidential election last Fall, and
secured the absolute control.of- all the de- |
partments of State government. [t is not to
be presumned. that any step for changing the’
Counstitution of Illinois so as to conter the
rights and privileges. of citizenship upon ne-
groes will be taken until after the next élec-
tion, nor will any such purposes be openly
avowed, but, ou the contrary, in the central
and southern portions of the State it will be
stoutly denied, at the same time that all theiz
orators, leciurers, and papers will continua to
quote the Declaration of Independence to
prove that the Almighty created 'a negro
equal to the white man, 2nd cotsequently he
has a divine tight to enjoy all the privileges
of the white man, and that all human laws
in conflict witls that divine right must yield
and give place to the * higher law.” )

The time has not arrived when it is deemed
prudent by the leaders of the “ Republican”
party in this State te make a fiank and hen-
est cotifession of faith and gtoc!aim it to the!
world in tones that can be heard anl lan-|
guage that can be enderstood to mean-the |
same thing in all portions of the State.  Bat .
so long as tley quote the declaration of In-|
dependence to prove that a negro was created i
equal to a white mav, we Lave no excuse for
closing our eyes and professing ignorance of
what they intend to do, go soun us they get;
the power. :

To show how shallow is the pretense that®
the Decluration of Independeuce had refer- |
ence to, or included the negrorace when it |
declared all men created equal,it 1s only nec-
essary to refer to a few historical
corded in our school boeks.. )

On the 4th of July, 1776, when the De- .
claration of Independence was promulgnted to
the world, African slavery existed 1n ench
one of the thivteen Colonies,  Every signer
of the Decluration of Independence was elect-
ed by, and represented a slaveholding constit--
uevcy.  Every batie of the Revolution, frem
Lexington and Bunker Hill to Kings Moun- |

!
i
i

ficts; re- !

er under the authority of the State "govern-

tion of this fundaiental principle of negro
equality with white menp, is not only cruel in- !
human and iofiimous, " bat is  cubversive of !
the foundations of the Government itself, aud-
therefore onahit not to be respected or obeved-
br any goed citizer. .

If we grant the truth of their premises it |
would be vaia to resist the furce of their rea-
soning or the eurtectness of their conclusions.
[udeed, we would be comjclled, as honest
men, 1o acknowledge and adopt the principle
andearry it out in good faith in all our politi- !
cal action, by modifving or repealing any le-
gal and.constitutional provision~ in  conflict
with that principle.” Let us examine and
rec what changes this principle would require |
in the Constitution and {aws of this State as|
weil ag of he United States. Of course it
would instanily empnncipate and set at Lber-
1y every slave io auy State of this Univnand |
it every othier plage under the American flag, |
and within the jurisdictivn of tha Federal
i Constitation. Slavery Leing abolished, the
same principle world compel ms to sinik
fromn the Cuvstitution of Iiinois the cliuse |
~hich denies to a negro, whether free or,
Ualave, the right to come and live among us,

(L0

ment or that of the United States, in viola |

tain and Yorkiown, was fought'in a :l:n’c-:
hoiling ‘State. ’ : :
iy . i
The treaty of peace ackoowlelging and |
confiuming the indepindence of the United |
States was mede and sirnal on belinlf of |
Great Thitain of the one purtand of the thir-
teen slaveholdiug Siates on the other, ;
The Constitution of the United shates un-
der which we now live so happily and have |
arown so great and powerful, and which we .
all profess to eledish and veneratewas furmed, |
adopted and pat into operation by the people |
of twelve slaveholding Siates and cne free:
Siate, slavery - aving disuppeared frein Mas-
sachusetts about that time under the opara. |

don of the great fundamental principle of | politicalsacial and domestic insfitutions npon |
selfl government, which recognizes the right Isuch a bass as would forever exclude 1he |

of each State aud Colony to regulae its own
domestic and local affuirs,

In view of these incontrovertible facts, ean
any sane man believe that the signers of the
Declaration of Independence, and the heroes
who fought the battles of the Revolution, aud |
the sazes who Iaid the foundation of ocur!
egmplex system of Federal and Stat@ govern. |
wents, dntended to place the negro race on
an cqeal footing with the white race? Iy
stich had been thedr purpese, would they not
have abolished slavery and couverted everr

“and in heu of it to open the door fur the three

fmillions of emancipated slaves to enter and
i the Snpreme Cont had dismissed the writ |

bocd.ne.citizens on an equality with onrselyves,
i The principle would compel us to st-ike the
word * white” out of cur Cunstitution, and
of course control us at tle polls when
they becanie a majority. The same princi-
ple wauld compel us to change the Constitu-
lion so aso render 2 negro eligible 1o the
Legislature, tothe Beach,to the Governorship,
to Congress, to the~Presidency,and to all oth-
er places of honer, pro
footing with white men. ,

When all these things shall\have been
done, and the principle ‘of negro “equality
shall have been carried out to this extent,
still the requirements of the Deciaration of
Independence will not havé lLeen satisfied, if
it really means. what the ~ Republican” or
Abolition party assert it does m:an in de-
claring that a nerro waa created by the Al
mighty equal to the white man.  If their in-
terpretation of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence be correct; and the principle of negro
equality be true, as supposed by the oppo-

certainly bé compelled, 43 conceientices anid

_|Jjust nden, to go one step further—repeal all

laws making any distinction whatever on
account of race and color, and authurize ne-
groes to marry white women on an equality
witlt white men. {Imnfhense cheering.] '

When the ** Republican” or Abolition par-
ty shall have'done all these things, and thus
have carried into practical - operation the
.Declaration of Indepetndence as thes under-

for their organized oppositicn tb so much of
the decision of the Dred Scott*cate as de-
clates that & negao is not a citizen of the
United States. [Great applauge.] -

If on the contrary the opporents of the
[rred Scott decision shall refuse to carry out
their vietrs of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence and pegro citizenship, by conferring
vpon the African race all the rights, privi-
leges and jmmunities of citizenship, the same
as they are iow or should be enjoyed by the.
white, bow will they vindicate ‘the. integrity
of their motives and the sincerity of their
profession § If the negro is equal to the white
man, and was thus created Ly the Alnighty,
what right have they or we to reduce him to
a condition of inequality, by denying to tim
the privilege of voting, holding office, marry-
ing the woman of his cboice, io short, with-
holding from bim all political rights and
consigning him to political slavery? Per-
ceiving the inconsistency between their pro-
fessiois and  (ligir past action' oo this point,
the leaders of the “ Republican™ or Abolition
party in the Legislatut® of New York, and
some of the New Kogland States, snd, in-
deed, in Wisconrin and such other States as
they think pablic sentiment is prepared for
the measure, have. recently taken the prelim.
‘joary steps to amend the Constitution of their
respective States so as 1o allow negro to vole
and hold office, and enjoy all the rights snd
privileges of citizenship on an equal footing
with whitemen. -~ 7= -

" Thets movemcots have been initiated in
those Stafes and will soon folléw im otners,

1 trust, on an equal |

uents of the Dired Scott decirion, we shall!

stand it, they will have laid the fotndativo |

negro inte a citizen en the day on whichthey
put forth the Declaration of [adependence?

Pl they do iv? D) oany .of the thirtean | ing, demorahizing;

Sutes sbolish davery—minch less phice' the se-
groon an equniiny with the white man doring
the whole Revolutionary strugule?  Thtory
\J)Ards’lhe emphatic answer, No. Not one
of the vrigival States abidished slavery during
the Kevolution, nor has any one of them, at
any time siuce «Xtended to the African race
all the rights and privileges of citizenship, on
terms’ of entire equality witlr the white man,
Nu one can vindieate the characte, motives
and conduct of the signers of the Ieclara-
tion of Independence, except npon the hy- |
potbesis that thev referred to the wlite race |
ajone, and not to the African, when they de
clared all men to hive been created equal—
-that they were speaking of Dritich subjects
on this coatineat being eqnal to British sub-;
jects Lorn and residing in Great B:i:nin%e
that they were entitled to the same inalicoa-
Lle rights, azd among them were enimerated
lije, hberty, and the purcuit of Lappines,
‘The Dreclaration was adopted for the purpose ;
of jusifyimg the colonists in the eves of the
Peivilized world in withdrawing “their alle
! gianee from the British erown, and dizsolving
thieir connection with the -mother conntry.
In this point of view the Declaration of Tnde-
pendence is in. perfact harmony  with the
events of the Revolution, and the line of
policy purued under the Articles of Confed-
cration, and the pinciples embodied nnd
established in the federal, Coustitutien. - The
| history of the tiwes clearly shuws that the ne-
i groes were regarded as an inferior race, who,
(1 all ages, aud in every part of the globe,
and under the most fuvorable circumstances,
had showa themszlves incapable of self-gov-
eroment, and con~equently under the protec- |
tion of those who were capable of providing
for and protecting them in the exercise of all
the rights they were capable of enjoying, con-
sistent with the good and safety of society.
Itis on this principle that in all civilized
and christino couatries -the government
provides for the pretection of the insane, the
lunatie, the idiotie, and all other infortunates
who are incompelcat to take care of them-
selves. It does not follow-by any means that
because the negro race arg incapable of gov-'
croing themselves, that therefore they should
becowme slaves and be treated as such,. The
safe rule upon that subject 1 apprehend to
be this,that the African. race should beo allow-
edtoexercise all (berights and privileges which
they are capable of enjoying consistent wish
the welfare of the comuunity in which they
reside, and that under our form - of govern-
‘meut the people of veach State aud Territory
must be allowed to determioe for themselves
the nature and extent of those privileges.
[Applause} - - oL
The wholo history’of our country glearly
shows that our fatheri hoted on this iprinei-
ple, not only in promulgation of the Declara.
tien of independence, but in laying the foun-
dations aud erecting the superstructure of
our complex system of Federal and State
Gpvernments. , Whoever will take ‘the pains
to examine the journals of the Contirental’

upon the ground that the * Rep‘ublicau’r’.? before it would authorize its de

party was bound and pledged by its creed : sent to a Declaration of Independence, placed ! tive or alien Lorn, known as Mormons, (aud
and its prefessions, as proclaimed from- the ; on record an express condition, _teserving to i they constitute the whole people of the Ter-
pulpit, from the stump, and through _the!itselfthe sole dnd exclusive right of regulat- | ritory,) are bound by horrid oaths and terri-

Cungress will find: that geaily every colony*

-

&A
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egales to as-

ing its own internal affairs aud domestic con-
cerns, and local police, without the interfer-

cnce of the General Congress, or of any other |

State or colony. The battles of the Ievolu-
Lion were 2l] fought in'defense of this princi-
ple, aud the Constitution of the United States
was formed and adopted for the purpose of

‘perpetuating it in sl time to come; at the |
same time it combined all the people of the

Union in one confederacy with certain speci-
tied and limited powers for the common de-
feuse and general welfare. '

Under this system of Govermment the rights
and privileges' of the African race remain
precisely as they were when the Constitution
of the United States was adopted, dependent
entirely upon the local legislation and policy
of the. several States where they may be
found. In my opinion, the policy of lilinois
bias been a wise and just one in regard to this
race, and ought to be continued, only making
such changes from time to time as experience
shali prove to be just and necessary.  While
1ilinois .had the undoubted right, under the
Constitution of ‘the United States, to adopt
und persevere in thisline of policy, Virginia
and each other State hasa right equally clear
aud undeniable to pursue a line of policy,
on the sume subject, directly the reverze  of
ours, and weo have no more right o complain
or 1tetiere with the logal and domestic con-
cetns of other States and . Territorivs than
they bave with ours. [Applaunse.] :

The fouuders of Government did.npt deem
it possible, nor desire if practicable, to
maiutuin entire uniformity in local legislation-
arrd domestic' institutions of the ditferent
Saites, and fur this reason ench Btate was 4l-
lowed & separate and distinet Legisature,
with full powers over all internal and logal
coneerns, in o1dér that cach might shape and
vary its lnternal policy, anlradapt it to the
circumstances, wishes and interests of [its

‘own people. - While thefé was a diversity of

opition in regard te the extent of the rights
asd privilequs which could be safely entrust-
¢d 1o the Afiican race iu the diflerent States,
they all repudiated the doctrine of the (‘gllia“‘
1y of the white and black taces, and: coucur-
ted du thae fine of policy which would pre-
serve the'purity of each, and prevent ‘,’::m_\n
“pecics of amalgamation, politieal, social-or’
dumestie; They had witnessed the sadjand
melancholy results of'the mixnre of the racex
in Mesico, South America and Central Aduer-
ica, and where the Spanish frort motives of
pruicy, had admitted the negro and other in-
ferior ruces to -citizenship, and con=eque}:tly,
to poiitieal and social amalgamation. The
demoralization yand  degradation which|pre-
vailed in the Spanish and French colvuies,
wlhiere no distinction ou acvount of colur or
race were-tolerated, operated as'a warning to
onr ll«f\"ulﬁlinunry futhers to pro.{on‘e the pu-
iy of the white race, and 10 @stabiish the

idea of negro citizenship and nirgro equalityi
[Applanse.] - Cf

They uulerstoed that. grea? natural law’
swhich declares that :un:x!giun!},'jpix botween
supetior races biings their posterity down to
the lower level of the inferior, bat never ele-
vates them to the high level of the superior
race. L appeal to each of those gallant voung
m n Lefo,e mé, who'won immortal glury on
the bloudy fields of Mexico, in vindication
i ot their country’s riglits and Lionor, whether
{their information and observation in that
2 country does not fully sustuin “the truth of
I the proposition that amalgamation is degrad-
5 direase and death? is it
true, that the négro is our- equal and our
Lrother? The histery of the times clearly .
shows that our fathers did not regard the nc-
gro race as any. kig to thew, and determined
50 to Jay the foundations of society and gov-
ernment that they should never be of any kin
to their posterity., [Immense applause.]

But -when you- confer upon the African,
race the privileges of citizenship, and put
them upon an equality with white men at
the polls, in the jury box, on thé bench, in the
esecutivg chair, and in the councils of the
nation, upon what principle will you -deny
their equality at the festive board and in the
domestic circele ? . -

The Suprema Court of the United States,
has decided that under the Constitution, a
negro is not and cannot be a citizen. -

LLhe « lepub!ican",éor Abolition party pro-
nounce that decision cruel, inbuman and in-
famouns, and appeal to the American people
to distegard and refuse to obey ity Let us
join issus with them, and put ourselves upon
the country for trial.k [Cheers and applause. ]

Mr. President, I will now respond to the

cail which has been made upon me for my#iition ptior to the act of 1850, “ under " the

cpinion of the corditions of things in Utah,
and the appropriate remedy for existing evils,

The Territory of Utah was organized under
one of "the .acts_known as the compromise

measures of 1850, on the sapposition that the |

inhablitants were American citizens, owning.
and acknowledging allegiance to the Urited
States, and conscqucnﬂy entitled to the Lene-
fits of sc!f government while a Territory, and
to rdmissign iuto the Union: on an equal

footing with the original States so soon as.

they should pumber the requisite pepulation,
It was conceded on all bands, arid by ail
patties, that the peculiarities of their religions
falth and ceremonies interposed so valid and
coustitutional objection to their fceeption in-
ta the Union, in confofmity with the Federal

‘Constitution, to long as they weie in all othet

respects entitled (to admission, Ilence tha
great political parties of the country indor=ed
and approved the compromise measures of
1850, including the act for the organization
of the Territory of Utabj with the hope and
in the confidence that the inhabitants would

con‘orm to the Constitulion and laws, and,

prove themseltos worthy, respectable and l:\wi

| abiding citizens, If weare permitted to plac

g facts . are susceptiblé jof

paramoont authority in that Territory, =~

i

‘1 of the Territory.

{ in|those territorias.was nuder thé operation of

‘| ntive and judicial dephrtoients, it ceazéd o

| " 24. That all the inhabitants, whéther na-

! ble penalties to recognize and “maintain the
i authority of Brigham Young and the Govérn-
ment of which he is the head, as paramount
to that of the United States, in civil. as -well-
as religious affairs ; and that they “will, in
due tine, and- under the direction of thuir
leaders, uso all meaas in their power to - sub-
vert the Government of the United States.
and resist its authority. T, -
- 8d, That the Mormon Government, with
Brigham Young at its head, is now forming
alliances with the Indian Tribes of Utah and
adjoining Territories—stimulating the Indi-
"ansto acts -of hostility—and - organizing
bands of his own followers nnder the name of
“ Daonites or Destroying Angels,” to prose-
cute a system of robbery and murder upon
American citizens, who support the authiori-
ty of the United States, and denounce the
infamous and disgusting practices and insti-
tutions of the Mormon Governwent. - |

If, upon a full investigation, thesa repre-
sentations shall prove true, they will establish
the fact thatjthe inhabitants of Utah, as a
community, ate outlaws and alien encmies,
unfit to exercise the right of self-government
noder the organic actand unworthy to be ad-
mitted into the Unicn as a State, when' the
only cbject in seekipg admissic‘m is to inter-
‘pose the sovereignty of the Htate, as i invis-
ible shield to protect them in their treason
and crime, debauchery and jofamy. [Ap-

lause] ’ o .

[Under this view of the subject, I think it
is the duty of the:DPresident, as 1 have no
doubit it is his fised purpose to remaove Brig-
ham Young and all his followers from office,
‘and to fill their places with bold, _able and
'true men,and to ckusea thorough and search-
ing investigation iuto all the ecrimes and
gnormities which are alleged to be perpetra-.
1ed daily in that Territory, under the direc-
tion of Brighan Young and his coufederates,
and to use ail the military foree neces-ary to
protect the officers in the discharge of their
duties, and to cuforce the laws of the land. >~
I {Applause.] ' ; i
i When the anthentic’evidence shall arrive,
cif it shall establich the facts which are be-
i lieved to exisi; it will become the duty of
LCongress to apply the knife amd cut.out the
 luathsome, digu-ting uleer. [Applanse]  Nol
I temporizing policy—mno balf-way' mensure
will then answer. It bas beets supposed. Ly
those who hLive not thought deeply upon the
sulject, that ah act of Congress . proh?biliﬁ)g
murder, robbery, pulygamy and other crimes
.with appropriate penalties for these offences,
would afford adeqnate 1emedies for ail the
cnormities complatved of.  Suppose such™ a
faw to b2 on the'$tatute book, and T beligve
they huve a vriminal code, providing W€ usu-
al punishments for the entire eatalogue of
crites, according to the usages of the -cival~
[ised, and chirisiian countries, with tha excep-
ton of polygamy, which is practiced unddr
the siinction of the Mormou Church but s
neither probilited nor authorized by the luws

)

[

“Suppose, T repeat, that Congress ~should
! pass & law prescribing a erhival code and
punishing polvgamy among other offences,
what effect would it have—what goodswould
itdo? Would vou eull on “twenty-thiee
grand jurymen with twenty-tbree wives each,
1o find a bill of indictment against a poor
miserable wietch for baving'. two  wives 1—
[Cheers and lavghter.] | Would you rely up--
‘on twelve petit jurors with twelve wives each
16 convict the same foathscmie wretch for
havicg two wives 1 - [Continued applanse.]—
Would you expect a-grand jury composed of
twentv-three ¥ Dianites” to find a biil of “in-
dictment against a brother # Danite” for hav-
inz murdered 'a Gentile, as "they eall all
American citizens, under their direction ! —
Much less would you expect a jury of twelve
“ destroying angels” to find another destroy-
ing angel” guilty of the'crime of marder,and
cause him to be hanged for no other offunce
thak that of tuking the life of a Gentile !—
No. Ifthere is any troth in the reports ‘we
receive from Utah, Congress may pass what,
laws it chooses, but-you can never rely upon
the local tribunals and juries tu punish crimes
¢ommitted by Mormons in that. Territory.—
Some other and wore eitectual rentedy tust
be devised and appliel: In my opinion the
first step should be the alsolute and uncondi-
tionxl :peal of the orgasic act—blotting the
-~ territorial government outof existehee—~upon
the ground that they are ‘alien encmies acd-
outlaws, aenying their allegiance and  defy-
ing the authority of the Uuited States. [Im-
quense applause. : .
The territorial government onee abolished,
the country would revert to its primitive con

sole aud exclusive jurisdiction of the United:
States,” and shonld be placed.under the ope- |
ration of the act of Congress of the 80t of
April, 1700, and the variots adts sipplemen-
tary thereto and amendstory theréof, * pro-
viding for the puni-hment ot crimes. figainst
the United States within aby fort; aifenal,.
dockyard, magazine, or any other place or’
district of country; vuder ti;e sule and exclu-
sive jurisdiction of the United States "All
offences against the provisions of* these acts
are reqgired by law ta ba tried and punished
by the United States courts in the States or
Territories where the offenders shall bg “First’
APPRENENDED OR BROUGHT ¥FOR ™ TRIAL —
"Thus it wiil be seen that under thie’plan pro-!
posed, Brigham Yiohng and his cogfederates
could bie “appreliended and brought for trial”
to Jowa and Missouri, California or Oregon,
or 1o any other adjacent State or  Territory, |
where a fair trial could be ‘had, and justice
adninistered impartially—where the witness
could be proiected aud the judgement of the
court could be carried into exccution, with-,
out violation or intimidation. 1 do not. pro-.
pose to introduce Any new priveiplo into obur
Jurisprudence, nor to change the - niodes - of
-proceeding or the yules of practice. in  our
consts, . I only propose to place the distriot
-of pttr country. embraped within she Territo~

4
credence in the rumors and reporta from thag
country, (and it must be admitted that they
have increased and strengthened and assum’
ed’ copsistency and plaosibility by éach suci
cceding mail,) seven year’s oxpeiience b
disclosed _a state of facts 'entﬁfelj different,
from that which was sipposed to'. exist
when Utah "was orgatized. These| rumo
and reports would ssem to justify ithe beli
that the followin
roof § . e, : £
~1at, That- vine-tenths of the inhabitints
arc aliegs by birth, who ‘have.refused 4o ba:
come natoralized, or “to take the oath -of ali
legiance, or to” do any-other act recognizing
the Government of the Unitéd States as the

rylof Utah uader the ‘operation of the -same
lawe and rules of proceeding, that Knnsas,
Nebenska, Minnesota: and other ‘territories
wadre placed bioforo they became organizad ter:
ritories,: . The whola tountry embraced with.

Ahnt snme system of laws, and the . .offences.
comiittéd within tho'sinre were putiishéd in
the mianner now propoSed, o long’ As "the’
-couniiy remained “under thesole and e¥ily:

the moment the godntry was_organizad .into
territorial governmnts, with legitimate, exec-

-+ obtained and have beeh:tn

sive jurisdiction of the United :-States,”: but |

be under the sole.and exulysive jurisdiction. .
of the United States, within the meaning of
the act of Congress, for thiareason thatithad .- -
passed under another and. -different -jorisdie; . - -
tion. , Hence, if wo - abolisl ~ the  territorial -
government of Utah, presetying ‘all” existing
tights, and place the country nnder the * eole
and . exclusive ~jurisdictior | of - the  United .
Statea, offenders’ can be. apprehended-and.”
brought into the adjacent Stafes Jor  territo:
ties for punishment, it the tame manber and
under the same rules and Tegilatiots "Which™
formly practiced;”
fnee 1990, ., . n

SR%Y

under like. circumastances, sjnce 17990.. ., o
If.the plan proposed be found an . effective -
and adequate remedy for the evils complain~" -
ed of in Utah, no oce, ho matter what "his*
political creed or partizan fissociations, need
be appreheiisive that it willl violate any cher-
ished theory or constitutioral right in yegard .
to the goveroment of the Territorics. Ttis gt
great raistake to suppose that all the Territo
ry. or lakd belonging to - the ~United - States -
must necessarily be governed by .the ‘eamé - .
laws and under the snme clavse of the Con-
stitation, without reference to tlie purpose 1o~
whith it is dédicated or the|use 10 whichitis: -
proposed to male of it, while all that portion-~-
of coutitry which is or shall be-set . apartto.:.’
become new States, must necessarily be gov- . .
erned under and consistent with that clause of -
the Constitution, which authorizes Congress |
to adinit new States, it-does not {ollow that-
other territory, not intended to be organized
and admitted into the Unign of States, ' mast
be governed under the same claues: of thi - -
Coustitution, with-all the rights of self gov- -
ernment and State equality] - For instance if... .
we should purchase Vanecoyver's lsland_ from .
Great Britain, for the purpose of femoring all .
the Indians from our Pacific territories- and
lozating ‘thema orr that Islaud w3 their permsa-"
retit home,with guarantiesihat it shiould nes-
er basettléd or ocetipizd by white men! wiil
it be contended that the phreliase should be” -
made and the island governed under the pow -
er to admit new States when it was not ‘ac-

an
=a

"quired for that' purpose nor| intended_ to ! be

applied to that ohject ¥ _Thring acquired for
ludian purposes and applied to-Indizn purpos

es; is it not reasonable to - gssume _ -that ‘$hs .7~
power to acquire was derivpd from the Indi-
an clause, and the island must becEssarily be-
guverned uirder and -consistent with . that.
clause of the constitution vhich relates to Tu-

dian atfuire,  Againsuppoie weshould deci <. °
itexpedient to buyasmallislasd in theMediter- -
ranedn oF in the Carribeanisea, by a naval

[ station, can it be said: with{any force or plau-,

sibility that the purchase should be made-or
the island governed ,under'{he‘power;, to-ad<""
mit new Statea? 'On the dontrary, it is not™
obvious that tlie right to agquire and govern .
in that case is denved fron‘i the . power /“to .~ -
providt anil majntain a naI_v.” and. mast . be
exercised consistent with that power. Se.if

we purchas¢ land for'forts, arsenls, or other.
militaty purposes, orset apart sind dedicate -
any fenitory which we now own for amilita=

ry reservadipy, it immediately passes under -

the military. power, and mwst ‘be - governed -
in harmeny with it. " Sa. if land  be .pur-

chased for-a Miut, it mast be governed under’ "

.

the power. to coin money :for, if pu’chated’ -
for a Post office, it must b¢ governod! under . -
the power to-establish pos oliices and- posg. .-
romls, or, for a custom hodse,under the: pow- .
er to regulate commerce;jor, for - a court,
house, under the judiciary jpower. Tn short,
the clause of the Constitnfion utider which
otly land or tetritory belotging toithe Uhited. =
States, must be governed,ds indicated by the- - ©.
vbjuct for which it was ‘a¢quired,” and the, '
purpose to thich it is dedicated. " 8o’ long, -
therefore, as the orgaste adgt of Utah shall ré-
main i furee, setting wpart -that country " for -
a'new State; and placing the ‘faith, of ‘the
United States to receive 1Y into thaUnion so
soun as it should have thef requisite. popula- .
tion; we &re bound to extend to all the rights.
of sell governinent, agreeably to'tlic clanse'of . - .
the Cunstitation, providing for the admission
of new States. Henco the. necessity -of re- - 7y
peal’ng the organic act,| withdrawing the ..
pladge of adrhission; and placing it-nder-the. .
sole'and exclusive jurisdiction of the Unifed!
States, in order that persons and  property
may be protected, and juitice fa_dmiixis!ercdt' :
and crimes punislied,undef the laws prescrib-. -
‘ed by Congress in-suchcases.. . . “ro soen.
- While 1he power of Congress to repeal this - .
organic act and abolish the Territorial - got-
-erument cannot be deuied; the question” may - ~
Arise wheilier we pestéss thid miord!. right- of -5
exeicising the power, after. the charter -has * -
ibeen once grauted, and the local government - . -
organized under its. pm\‘;sions, This "is a -
arave question—one whith should. not be de- ™~
cided hastily, nor nader the inflacnce of pds- - -
sion-or prejudics.  In my|opinion, 'am_ frea -
to say ‘there is no moral rjghit to repeal “the -
corgani¢ act of a tefritoryy aund. -abolish glie-
govetntient organized quflen it,-.unlesstha
inbabitants of that tesritory, as o commuaity -
bave done such acts as athount to a forfeitnra:
of all rights under it-such as becoming alien ' .
enémies, outiaws, dissavowing ‘their iallegic - -
ance; or resisting -the authority of tha Uaited ... -
States. These and Knd*ed acts; which we, - .-
have-every reason to believe are- perpetrated
in that térritory, would npt only pivaus the ' -
moral tight, but make it put imperativedaty
 to abolish the - territoriai “governnient - and: -
place the inhabiitants undpr the sole and ex- | .
clusive jurisdictiont of the United States, to” -
the end that justice.may be done, 'and “the
diguity and authority of the government vin-~" *,

dicated, - - o A R R

" I have thus presenited glainly and:frankly-
my views of the Utah -question —the-evils .
and thie remedy—upon tho facts as they havo
reached us, and are suppgsed to-be 'subsianti:
ally correct.’ " If official meports and': - authes
tic infortiiatisn shiall-cliange or-modify“thess’
facts, I shall bq reaidy to conforni: .y siction,
to the redl facts as they shail b found.to.at:
ist; T have no sueli p nidn as’”

>

pride’ of opinidn as’ will .
i 6 N Ly

induce ma to perseverdin An: ¢
ment sftér oy judgement is “cont
therefore, & better plan cau b “de <
more consistent with justics.aud: sontd’ pol
ey, or mare effective .as:a Te -, f
knowledged evils, L will take

ting it, inlieu of tha on

-
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