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1 e 7 the Senators and members
T oéfmthéﬂ ;{';?4:(:0!} R(prt.' mlgli ves :gf; the Gen-
. eral Assembly: ~. - o
MG ENTLEMEN :—Whilst the events -of the
car just closed, present many-causes of joy
. and congratulation, and atford abundant rea-
"son fot thankfalness to 2 beneficent Providente_
for his goodness and - mercy—our- prosperity
and happivess, as a people, I regret” to say,
has not been unalloyed.. The-geveral.growth.
of ihe gountry, the progiess of the arts and
! eiences, and other causes of moral and social
l 'co&;:fort, have not it is'true, been ,-[m_\ctrupted.;
- butthe loss of valuable lives and property, by
‘(\the casualities of the elements, ias been unu-
| sual, both in pumber and extent ;i and in cer-
| tain sections of our Commonwealth the aﬁli‘cf
{ tions of pestilence atid disease have also .been
| sorely felt.” - Nor should we' estimate lightly
f the sufferings that manift}%ﬂy exists _amongst
 the poor in our cities iand towns. The!
: drought of the season deprived the -husband-’

i

|

* ::man, to someextent, of the Anticipated rewards-

i of his labor, and lessened the means of human
| subsistence ; whilst the depression}in moneta-
i ry and business affairs, has deprived , many
! Jaborers and echanics of their usual earn-
|ings. The means. of, subsistence aré .thus

_ | greatly enhanced’in value, at the isame timeé,

y .

p

!that the opportunity of earping them ‘are
. much diminished. The field for charity is
l consequently wider-than usual; and to meet
' its reasonable demands on the part of those
i blessed with abundahee, - will: ba& to sustain
i the christian’ character, -and’ measurably “to
werit the continued bounty of Heaven.

The operations of the Treasury-for the last.
;. vear,-will be presented to.you in}’detail. by
| 1he head of that department. The resultsare
| highly satisfactory,. showing a steadily in-
| creasing revenue frow wearly all the ordinary
£ -SOuTeLs, T R R g

. The aggregate receipts for the Ifiseal vear
of 1854, including-loans avd the balance in
“r the Treasury,.on the 30th. November, 1853,
i amounted to the sum of 86,664,912 01.. The
gross payments for the same period. to the’
sum of #5,424,983 29 ; leaving a balance on

the 30th of November, of:81,240,929 72
| The éxtraordinary payments consisted of

1,
1%
:
i
i

" 1 the following items, to wit:: lo”ans, repaid;
14235,888°40; to the North. Branch canal,

] $206,552 76 ; to the coustructioniof the new
ij}‘niilroad - over the Alleghen$/: mountains,
§461,921 03 ;-to'the parment of debts on the

an, Proprietors. . |
=" A Lok

.

‘, -

the hjxs'tigyezir': in no%p_articulnr,‘,gé 20 va‘luabl.
An extent, as in_the mnatter of | contracting
‘debts, which it seems has been almost entire:
1y avbided. The officers on tlie respectivé
lines report that they have paid All expenses;
and rame of them have gone so far as to say
tQ.'tthnnaanard that they will be person-|-
ally responsible for.any debts that may heret
after be discovered. = This is truly a great re-
formr}or nothing has cost the State g0 wiuch
.as the rnicioim practice of making debtd
on the public yvorks; /I still- think " it should
be interdicted by positive law. " |~ 1
Inimy lnst.messagel 1™ gave l:;'y “views at
length, as.to Fhe hprihcipl'es and rules -that |
should ‘contro] in' the managément of the
State improvements, and ' need not repeat
theni in this, | I would respecifylly snggest;
hbwever, tbnt'go’ much of theTaw “as binds
the Canal Commissiopers to a fixed rate o
tolls for thd - whole season, shéuld be repealed;
The officers directing i the operations of the
public’ works should, it scems to-me, be lefg
free tb mdet the exigefzciu in trade and coms |
mereé, as they may adse. . .| B
" Th¢ work on the Mountain rfxﬂroad Yas'
:progressed slowly, and it_is\ob\'ipus,tlmt it
will not be fully. completed befure tie sum-
mer of 1855. I must confiss myeell sadly;

disappointed as to the:time and lkr‘:oney con<
sumed in the coustruction of this work. The |.

-expendititres, since I came jnto office; hav

greatly exceeded thé whole amonnt estima<
-ted as nedessary t3 ¢omplete the line; and;
-yet, it is but justicej to;say, that the Pennsyld
vania railroad, lying parallel with it, has cost]
a still larger sum per mile, T
" I have endeavored] during my | service,- tof
| guard against th§ co l_finenccment”qfschemes’
of this or any otlier gharacter, 14 -entail fu
ture liabilities on the Treasury. . [This otight
to be the spttled policy of the State.  No new;
improvements should iLe unde;tttlk'en, ‘upon;
"any pretext whatever.: The pa_\'ngent of the
debt, and fhat only, shpuld absofll the surplus
revenues of the Treasuty. . ‘If this policy be
pursued,'nb_other financial scheme,™ to pay
the débt; will be necessary.- The Jarge annus
al surplus will reduce ithe Staté’s indebted-!
ness with sufficient rapidity. . .| R
- Treggrict,jesceedingly,. the ‘necessity of an-,
nouncing to you that the North Branch Ca-;
nal is not yet in- full operagion. | It is now!
more thun a yeir since the; Canal Commis-}
sioners dirceted the, water to be let into the!
main trunk of that ixnpr\'emel'lt, nd declar-;
‘ed their confident belief, that it w

The foating d¢Bl, temporary . 7

Balance in the Treasury, No-

‘| ing fact, that the Treasury bas been annusly
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- loans, unpaid appropriaticna,
except for repaire: afler the |
1zt December, 1854, 1,630,000 00

vember 30, 1854, afterdeduct. - - .

ting the amount applicable to ;-

the old public.debt, and .the - ~ . :

relief iasues theti on hand, . - 865,929 00,

* Balance, . S T #i65,929 00
" During the same poriod the following appro-
priati wns and payments have been made towards
the constrpetion of new improvements, to Wit :
For the; reconstruetion’ of the )

Columbia ruilroad,. -~ * 514,407 66
For thie new railroad over the Al- | - ”

legheny mouotuins, e - 1,317,955 93
For tho completion of the West.

- ern reservoir. L - ! 52,388 00
For the North Branch Canal, " 1,206,352 76
Few locks on the Deluware -divis. :

s jony . B
Sundry special payments, -

100,319 99
95,353 71

o - - $3,086,778 05
The foregoing figures exhibit the astonish-
paying over a millivn of dollirs {owsrds the
c?gxstruction of mew improvements aud at
the same time accomplished & small reduc-
tion-of the public debt. . . h
.. As mnde my dutg, by an act of .the Legis-
lature, approved the 27th of April last, pro-
viding for the sale of the ‘main’ line of the
public works, seuled preposals; for its pur-

chase were invited, up to7the firsi (Monday of |

July last.  No offers were' made under this
invitation ; and public notie was again giv-
en, on the 14th of November-last, in accor-
dance with-the 29th section of thie act, -for
proposals, to be submitted to the General As-
sembly ; but none havé been received. This
improvement is, thercfore, still the property
of the State, sulbject to suck ' disposition as-
the Legislature may deem necessary.

My mind has’ undergone no change, on
the subject of selling the public works, “since
the period of my last message. I think the
policy of the measure depends mainly "upon,
the price that can be obtaiped, and the con-
ditions on which purchasers may be willing
to hold these works for.the use .of the public.
With a full and fair consideration, and on
terms amply protective; of the righis and in-
tevests of the people, in/the’future -enjoyment
of thesa highways, a sale might net prove in-
jurious o the public wéal...-But it is certain-
ly neither wise nor .politic to assume tlx:_u
they must pe sold for whatever can’be obtain-.

Hlontrose,” Susquehannz County, Peun

S i .
| similar improvements,! No.corporation shoulé

;| and tonnage of iheS_@té,’_or u.any. way to
. ‘| encroach upon the rights of the individual
| citizen. - To obviate siich:results, the -powers,
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get possession of thesd valuable ivenues, ou
such conditious as would engble it to "impose |
unreasonable burthens on the internal trade

privileges an,d-reslrit:ﬁons oflany corporation
getting the works, should be minutely defined.
Past experience suggests thicse prudential
counsels; for we baveioften seen in this Stats,
how difficult it is to dpnﬁne he operations of
these artificial bodies|within { the limits pre--
seribed bg the law; and we should not fail

to profit by the lessot.

By the 26th scetioni of the'act of the '9:?:
of May lass, providing for the ordinary ex-
penses. of government aud | other purposes

Nimrod Strickland, of Chester county, Johp
N. Purviance, of Butler county, and -John,
Strohm of . Lancaster icounty; were named 'ds
commissioners to settle cert‘ain claims and-
debts against the Commonwealth, It was
also made the duty &fithe Gavernor to supply,.
by appointment, any Yacancy in this commis-
sion which ‘might ocdiir. - The geotlemen al-
ready namned having declined to serve, 1 ag-
cordingly appointed Williamj W, Williamson,
of Chester county, William English, of Phil-
adelphia, and John C. Magill, of " Westinoré-
land county, in theirstead. |~ -1 - 2
-After a tedious and:laborions investigation
the gentleman hase completed the duty as-
signed to them, and the result will- be com-
municated to you, in detai], in their own
Feport L0 Y% 19 el i B O%

1 regret to preccive!-that jthe acecounts so
exaimined and settled, 'exceed the amount ap-
propriated nearly $150,000. It is well, how-
ever, to see the end of; clsimg of this charag-
ter; and having accamplished this, it will’
be prudent to guard dgninst|.the recurrence
of a similar stat¢ ofatfairs. Indeed, the prac-
tice of contracting debts on the public works,-
should be at opce and- forever abandoned.:
It has Leen a finitful source |of confusion in
the accounts, if pot of: palpable wrong upon-
the Treasury.  The right to reatter the cred-
it of the Commonwealth in' this ungarded
way, is; I venture to assert, without.a pnrnlld}l
in the management of pablic| affuirs. -Of ithe
wany defects in the s¥stef of managing * the
State improvements, this has| been” the most
productive of-evil. In my first, as also ib
my last| annual wessage, Ij"inost- earnestly
urged the General Aséembly 10 provide; by
law, thai no debt should. be contracted. -b

1 the amount of the three mill tax, but be de-

Worvng, Juwiry 18, 1835,
# S . 3 ST,

this way -ascertained, it matters not. to the
State how the corapany obtains the morey ;
whether it be.by charges: on freight, or--on
passengers—aon local, or an through tonnage.
Should, thetcfore, certain kinds of tonnage be
improperly oppressed, the fault is with. the
company, notlin the law.: And surely it will
not be contetided that the .protection thus
thrown around the works:of the State is un-
necessary ; ko far from this, the - wisdom apd
utility of this feature of the company’s char-
ter has already been made munifest.”. The
very exigenty anticipated:by the Legislature
has arisen ; the competiticn of. the railroad is
already seriously felt by the wain line. - Re-
lieved from this restraint,’ but a meagre por-
tion of the carrying tradg : would be “left for
that branch of oiir improvements, :Nor will
it be contended that the Commontwealth does
not ned this source of revenue: . I ’
But, viewed alone, as a’ matter ‘i

to the owners and transporters of | tonnage,
.what - guarantee. would. they have|thst ‘the
rates of transporfation wonld be redticed,were
this tax taken offt None whatever. The
company conld charge as heretofore,ard thus
realize the amount of the: tax'in addition. to
their present profits. * If ithey 'should not do
this, their action would " differ from- that of
similar corporations under like circunstanees,
‘But to admit, what is claimed,” that a reduc-
tion in the -charges of transportation to a

State; for she woilld not . only thereby lose

prived of .a_very large portion of tonnage

ternative should not

ments remains undecided:

.. o | profits in other quarters; but they should be:
nteresting

similar extent, would take place it must_be
perceived . would ‘duplicate the loss to. the

which would be attracted to the company’s
road by this reduction inithe rates of trans-
portation. . We.are thus brought to the sim-
ple inquiry, whether the State will retain this
valuable income, 1o which she is =o justly en-
titled, or whether|she shall give it to the rail-
rond company,. Most certainly the latter al-
{ ' adopted, so long as
the question of sclling the State improye-
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to flatter the merchant and trader whien the:
tide of prosperity,rins high, and to forsake!
him on the first appenrance of its cbbing.—!
Even sound bauks and of good repute, it.is!
vaid, are seeking to make ‘money out of the/
present crisis, by sharing their capital and its;

aiding the business community at legitimate:]”
rates, ‘How far these:allegations are warrnn-:
ted, it is difficult‘to.decide; bat it is'to be!
hoped that few, if any of our-banks are justly.
liable- 1o this chirge, for such-a practice!
‘would be highly improper, and - well calcula-!
ted to excite discontent. Sich a .departura!
from. legititnate business. would demand a
prowpt remedy at’ your hands. It may be,
difffoult to coufine thesé institutions to their:
proper business, swith the prospect’ of better:

made to feel that they have been created for,
a higher purpose thant-merely to enrich the!
stockliolders, - -7 oo e T
- The erisis is atrying one ; but there is still;
reasou to-bope. that the .credit and trade of
the country will néver sufferas much as it
has done on similar ‘otcasions, in times past.
There is now no Natior.al Bank 'to mislead!
the imercantile class, and to embarrass the

the shock will be great enough';to lead thei
public mind’ to ‘cnquire after a “remedy for:
these periodical couvulsions. ~And, " surely;

of thesé convulsions, - It is .often their. arror] of inefficient will bé 4t ;  th
consequences,  In_ordet to give this

‘trvé counties, to select’ Superintendents

of the station.” -
benefits with brokers -and jobbers, instead of:| .

commerce which it professed to aid. Stll}

ture of the law a fair trial, it will be,
n the.

-
s

1y, therefore, for the directots,” in

sole reference to-their adaptation to the dati

Of the many obstacles in 'the way pf
complete success of our Common Schogl sys-
tew, thie one most prowminent; apl’ most diffi-
ocult to remove, is the.want of egmpeteit tea:

the system has fallen inte. consparative’ inef-
ficiency, becanse - goed teachers ““cannbt . be

found ; aud in others; the most vexatious cob-
sequences have atisen” from “the employment
of the illiterate ‘and- incowipetent,” N¢
could exercise a more prejudicial inflijence 3

indeed, between a very bad téacher and none |
at all, the'latter alternative might, in imany.

clenrly manifést; and hard 1o obviste. |[Somio
of the best mninds of the State have bepn’
cupied and perplexed with. it% dand udt ;
cently-no general and practicible planiforits|. .
‘removal had been devised. © | . <l

The plan-of granting permanént - pro
ional certificates, by offivers skilled in the. s
of teaching; and erninent in literary atd sci-
entific acquire.uents, to feachers who|satis-|
factorily. pass & thiorough examination,jin the
several branchey -ofstidy; wlich the lact 'of

we may-be permitted to hope, that thie good
sense of the people will never. again be im.
pesed upon by those crude experiments which
have, on some former occasions,. so fearfully.
aggravatéd the evils they wers intended to
remedy. I respectfully advise the -General
Assembly against all such experiments. The
remedy, to be permanent, must - be a natural
one; artificial means may add to present der-
angements ;' but cannot correet them. | An
extensive iucrease of banking capital and oth-
r expedients. will, doubtless, be pressed wpon
‘Your attention ; but it is hoped that no-such
fallacy’ may find fivor. Nor is there any suf-

" As a mere révenue megsure, 4

year 1833, it amounted to the sum of §74,
000, and for the year 1834, to $131,000.

fund, there will be by
operations,

, his tax cor= |
stitutes an‘important and:. increasing iteinin |
the annual receipts of the Treasury. - In the !

¢ - That.this amount will- be materially - in l
creased hereafiér, is self-évident. If this'im-
portant item be withdrawn . from. the sinking |
it litf‘tle left to sustainits

ficient - reakon for the alarm and scugitiveness
nanifested in certrin quarters; the real wealth
of the country stil] exists, and the natural el-
ements of prosperity are no-less than hereto-
fore. Tt is the sliadow, not- the substance
that is passing away. The business comma-
nity shonld look the danger bravely in the
face, and by their energy, honesty and enter-
‘prise, overcome it.  Mutual: confidence - and

Muy, 1854, requires to be taught inévery dis-
trict, and-aleo in the art “of tesching=-is al-
ready obviously effectiniz. décided  Tmprove-!
‘ment in- this respect, and-it is believed will do!

‘high and firm busis. Normal schoolp, ‘it is

ply ‘the deficiency;-but the expenses of such!

an institution would bé heavy. - . |
. The soufeé of this difficulty, it is'cléa
je traced, in a great measure, ‘to the'w

1 proper appreciationin the f
 the iposition and usiness of a teachet:  The
| profession for this: beason, - in ‘addition] to. the
ubsence ofifair -compensation, -has. not beén’
attiactive, Indeed, 1t hias jscarcely’ been re-

garded as|a.profession at &ll, ‘but rather,as a

preliminary step to some other pursuit) Well
directed efforts have recently been ‘mada to’
change the ‘general -feutiment.*on thid’ point;*
aud T r¢joice in the belief that these Haven

r,can,
ntof

tant, when:the profession. of -teschet will |
equal to the aspirutions of'the most hnibitiony

chers. In some communities, I regret fosay,

instances,” be' preferred. - This deficiency 1s.

much towards plaeing the profession upon a}

public: mind,: of*

been in vain; and that'the day is not fardis: | - -

thing | - -

urged could .in ‘addition, to'soma ie extent sip-| '

r

Wbe- -

gould be in forbearance should be -cherished by all, as a
| ,

menns of accomplishing-this desirible end.
In-accordance with the provisious ofia law
passed in April'last, a vote of tlie people:was |
taken, 'at the October election, or the policy
of prohibiting the manufacture - and safe of
intoxicating liquorss; 158,342 Votes weére cast
in favor of the weasure, and 163,510 votes

of our people ;. when it distinctions, dignitics - .
‘and_pecuhiary, rewsrds; will -command- the”
time and attention of the most gifted." T'ean
gee no reason why this state of feeling should”.
not, prevail;. why theo. profession - of - teacher
should nét prevail 5 why the: proféssion oftea< |
cher should not rank in honar and profit with - -
the other learned -professions ;. why' the' ‘sci- -
1 ence: of developing;thé buman intellést<of -
giving scope'and force to mjnd—of elevating '

"/ public works, $389,846 88. - Of°the balance
* . i remaining in the Treasury, a portion is appli-
. cable to the.payment of the State ! debt, and
" the remainder to current"demands;. .
i"* The simple, or ordinary operations of the!
| Treasury for the same period, were as follows,|
‘to wit : the receipts, exclusive of ‘loans and|
the balace in the Treasury ou ,the 30th of}j
“|November, 1853, realized from|permanent,
[sources. amounted to the sum iof %5218,
099 00. The ordinary expenditures, including

succeséful operation by, the middle of lusti
summér ; but their sanguine expettations, asi
‘well as those of the*people, bave, | in this re-:
spect béen sadly disappointed, | A varety of;
unforsderi difficulties piresented Jnims’(-lvcs iny
-the wa¥ of the attainment of this énd.  The/
old' sork; constructed 'some twe v# or fifteen;
years since, s well as. sume scetions of the;
-new, loeat. ;l'{on the hill side, neanthe margin;
of the river, when tested by the admission .of;

the officers on the ‘public worksi—that the
necessary labor and imaterial to maintain’
these works should-be;paid forlin cash—and
that each officer shoulil be compelled to set;
tlé bis accounts promptly. The examinations
just made, demonstrate'still more cleatly -thc
pecessity for such reform. | ) {
Repeated attempts have beéen made to' re:
peal so much of the act incorporating the
peunsylvania railroad tompawy, as requires it

ed; or that they shouid, in any event, be giv-
en away.  Nothing could have a more prej-
udicial cffect upon the interests of the State,
as invulved-in these: improvments, than the
avowal of such a detertoination, - Nor is it
less unwise to disparag i the value of the com-
monwealth’s property, :T the very moment of

I am aware that these! views may be met
with the plausible argument that trade and |,
commerce should not. ba thus burthened— |
thatthe effect is prejudicin! to the business of !
the State. This is true 10 a ‘certain extent;
and should Lave its full weight in the ad-
justinent of a question of this character, ' But
it will scarcely be contended that trade and-
commerce vhould be sustained by contribu-
tions from a needy Treasury.- On this prin-

against it, - - L .
The proper regulation of this subject great.

. PR : . Y . .
putting it in market forjsale. No intelligent
private citizen wonld sa act, in reference to
his own estate. "1e \ululd. hardly give no-

] Iy concerns the moral welfare. of the people,! the imoral factlties ‘of cur rate—of contyollin.

T “Watér, turned out to b porous, and tatally in= tico to' capitalists, in advance that “he would | to pay into the 'I“r_ea.sn’ry» {:nhany, A certain (_:‘iylé, it could as reasonably. be maintaiued | and for that regeen will claim’ your anxious | the “'aassi;o,ns,‘ and tempering the desiresshould -
intrests on the State debt and ‘all the pay- “ient in i jal ‘mation.. . In’} cull Lig farm for afair price, if unwillin r.centsge on.the apountuf~ - - B e R L what. | consideralion. .- Parhane nin atbee T QUEST I N0 (D ¢S1e0MIIET 25111 a-thuse: prolece - -
) ;ems : o .; S “!‘;’n, {-hies o1 the putdic: ::,'Eé%.ﬁl;g(’;}as‘fm@t‘f"f‘ .?‘.!!&} &mmwm i) e {lug_fun:; wr o fair !‘rn_gg.‘__kgg,ﬁ',!,,,--.‘.g | per.centage on.1ha sPEURRN equivalent for ® ever for the use O hier own -works. L consi % rha q o

USeE e - tion within the range of vour authority,:so
- The administration. of; Giovernar Shunk'} decply .;pierest_s}lhegpeople'_of~,ev'ery class, race
coxnmepced-the cance_llat{on__,ot the reliéf iv- { and condition. * Tudeed, the . immoderate use
sues.and that of my immediate predecessor | of intosieating drinks’is'an"evil that has left.

the privileges gmlfd»@y_tﬁé Coumonweaith;
but the General Assembly have us repeatedly
rejectedl the proposition ; and|i sincerely Lope, |

ions and calliligs, whose- ornaments’ are re
ceived alk theiv.capacity- and .polish [at the

.ba.‘_‘;d% of thé:eompamtiyely'ﬁ humme ndi"y .

could have it for hal{thi money. Norwould’
such a persan proclaim that, of all the farms
in the country, his was the least productive.

works, excluding the payments oninew works.
" < and loansamounted to 4,116,744 84 ; being
" 1%1,001,490 15, less than the receipts.

et i s

i3 —dwraps
baiq, been concealed under the holtom of the
cangl channel, covered buly by a ew inches
of earth; thus pro}en)t?ng but a! slight ob-

o

This statement may be regarded-as the
| workings of the Trcasury simgpiified ; and as
lestablishing the gratifying: fict,” that the
| present reliable revenues of the State, exceed
'the ordinaty ¢r unavoidable expendxt.ures.
i over a million of dollars ; and that, relieved
! from.the demands for the construction of new
| improvements, the Treasury could pay a mil-
7 lion or more of the public debt annually. It
i will also be perceived that the_income. from.
" these soutces is steadily increasing. . For in-

z

structioh to the passage of the water out into
the bisd |of the river.  This is especially the
case in foach of the oldiwork; in all such-sec-:
tions oriplaces; where no remedy, short of-a;
reconstraction. of thé bottom of. the canal,
_coulil pfove sufficient ;" and this was necesea- ‘
rily-a tedious and e,kpenfi‘\'e process.” - There!
is kel al co'nsiderab!e portion of the work: to:
remodeliin this way ; butit is confidently be-.
lieved thiat it will De ready for use jn the esr-}
Iy lpért of the comidg. season. - That the ut-:

It is certainly the wish of many good _citi-
zens of the State—perhaps of a ‘majonty—
that the public works should be. sold; but
this desire is evidently based upon’ the as-
sumpticn that the measure would bte one . of
real econcmy—that it would lessen, without
the hazard of increasing, their annual taxes.
The realization of such an-6hject, it must be
perceived, then, depends entirely! npon. the
price and terms. Those who desire a_sale
certainly expect the State'to be the gainer

that o long'as the State may need.the reve;
nue from this source il futyre attempts to
nccomiﬂish this erﬂ,%may' meet a similan
fate.. . IR :
Having been comected with the legislation
which brought thiskompany! into existence,
and clearly cogniant! of the -motives and
purposes which govrobd the| Legislature in
imipositig this'condiion.on the grant, I -can,

c

arrested the process, leaving £650,1638 Q0 of
this unsightly ‘currency ‘in circulation. “Io
the spring of 1853, thé policy of cancellation -
was agnin resumed { and ‘up to this' dute,
8485,384 88 had been received into the sink-
ing fund, applicable to that purpose, leaving
the.meagre sum of $154,778 12, to provide
for.  The gratifying fact is_apparent, there-

discover no reason, b ,§ubscq'uem.' events ' to

justify 'the relinquibment ‘of this - valuable

fore; that, .\\jitbbut".ﬁpy furtber legislation on
; this'subject, the ¢ntire outstanding balance

its fatal ‘mark in every viginage. Its' pro--
press, fortunately, has been steadily resisted
by individunls'and societies, who ~bavé'eni-
ployed the power of truth and rinso
it. * These ‘efforts have done much,

do 'more berefier to. mitigite the evil-—|
Aroiding all vexatious ‘encroachinents "upon:
the rights and privileges of -every citizen,
there is clearly 1o reason{why “the “influenee |
of & well designied law, regulating’ and re-

and ma

n aghinst
¥ | —thg extension and

rewarded teaclier. -+ --.
: _I.;e.f;rni}stly recoinmend
system to your-guardian care, as the mostha-"
cred of all our institutions.- ‘The -offepritig of
a constitational inju ire

ﬂxecommo 3 sch%;ol

ness) iz the plain dg
v%;founga{i_qnpof_t
cal workings should, be'a :trise reflection 'of
our sepulilican system; bppo:
tunilica made available-to- all, regardless of

tetion on the: Legislature -
‘perpetuify of it nuseful- ;
ty‘of all’ - Resting|at the -
he government, its practi-

- ’

andifs blessed bppor- .

of rclief notes can be withdrawn from circu-s
Iation and destroyed. during the currént year.
It is:true that these issues have-fot come in-
to the Treasury as rapidlyi as the funds for
their cancellation have accimulated, and thaf,
consequently, a portion of ithe receipts have
not been invested; but this-difficalty will be
obviated in June next, when the law  will go |
{into operation which forbids the . banka and
%receivixig officers of the: Commonwealth to
ipay out these issues, and requires them to be
ipresented at the Treasury for eancellation—
iWe shiall, therefore, soon sce the last of a bui:
rency which' bas polluted the chanpels of jgir- |
culation’ for thirteen "years past; and I trust
that the lesson” thus’ tauglt has been “qiite
tufficient t6 warn' us agaiyst -similar erfors
for all time to come: . . b

| My opinionk on all ‘quest
the currency, have been 5o oftenyéxprested,
that theg must be well known to the Legis-
lature, and need not be given at length! in
 this communication. Withput, at any titne, |
assuming it would be wise for lhi;-St:;te,»ﬁi'e-.
yardless of -the policy of opther” Commpn-
wealths, to dispense suddenly and entijely
with banks of issne, it bas Heen uniforme;'rl}
lield that the amount of banking capital as a
basis for paper circulation, should. be closely
Timited to the urgent wants of comnmerce and

&imdc.' " If the experience of| tlie ‘country | is

d straining the sale of intoxicating - liquors;
should not be brought'tojthe aid of these.in-
dividual efiorts. “Altlough the vote” of the.
people would seem to indicate their, aversion
to the particular measpire| of reform. proposed,
it is not to he inferred, for that reason they
‘are averse to dll attempts at reformation.—
Suc¢h an iuference, [ am donfident, would not
be a true relection. of their seutimients, - So
far from this, they acknowledge the existence
of the evil and the pecessity of proper feme. |
dies. Qur present license laws, to this end,
‘might, in my opinion, be;usefully ‘rovised—
‘the ohject ot rerision being to lessen the vice
of intemperance. That tliose laws need such
hevision, 'is conceded. - Sq-far as relites to]
the city of Dhiladelphia, ‘they dre-peculiarly
prejudicial to public morals, and secin to have
been coustructed td promate the convenience
‘of drinking, far more than to restrain its evil.
conseqftences.  The subject is worthy of your

ear)y and deliberate consideration,

i

res¢rvation; but’ rany, on3 the . contrary, :
to sustain its justicepnd utilify. The discus- |
sions pending the imorporatian of the com-
pany, will Lest indiate the object-of this re-
gtriction. - The cortruction [of a railroad
from Harrisbuzg to?it}sburg%‘]mmllel with:

rank, or'conditjor, or persuasion., It honld:
aid {he poor, gdvance the rich, ind makethe - -
]gndrﬂutﬂ“‘isr'e.; - *‘~: I h :‘:..: 7"»\‘~ N )n
_ Iiconfidently anticipate. for it; a day -of *
greater perfection‘and wider influeice, - No
betiér object can engage the:atténtion fgov-
ernuent, or consumne its means,  than the ed: -
ucation of the people in the hiost comprehen-
sive seuse ‘of the tern ; empracing -the fiso of -
letters, the cultixation of the.moral faculties.
and {he diffusion of chrietian truth. " Ta  thiv <" -
we lave the surest: guarantes for the perpe- -
tuity: of onr republican gevernment, : asd for -
the enjoynient of-‘qiy}l_«ﬁboity and. religions -

ur. Such-an: education: may. be ‘safely " .

laluted as the most potent means of preven.
ting"crime—of increasing individual ~bappii
Dess ‘jand. national dignitys—of prom oting - .
christiaity and - civilization—of . ext; dn;g EE
-mofal.and political cvils—ofelevating, dige ¢
nifying and adornitg our social: condition, | -~
: Qur various charitable and reformatory in. . ."
shtptﬁops—sq_g?g.-_‘redlita‘b‘!ea'td the.State, [and - -
which'in theit, practical operations, have dope.
50 t;}d(:h for tho relicf of suffering - buttianit
—wil} claim the continued ¢are and bo
of the Commbinwealth, ¢ - S

The state Lunatic Hospita} 't Barrisburg, - -
agement, meets  the jost. anticipations.

- stance, in 1846, with the State taxiat present
%/ rates, and the same extént of improvements

i in use, with nearly all the presént sources of
. -revenue in:operation, the g’rosstccellgt: amont-

|

i

by sach a measure. No other importaat or
sufficient reasonfor parting with this property
has deen assigned. |, . L
It is usualﬁusnid tbziit the works should be.
sold to pay the pnblic|debt and lessen ‘the
“Burthens of the peoplej but it must be ob-.
served that a sale migixt be made at a_price
far too low to effect such a purposes‘and if
s0, to give them awag- would be still Jess
likely. to produce the désired result.” Should
the grose sum received not be equal to that
on which the'nett carpings ‘would pay the
interest, then the effect; would be to increase,
rather than diminish these annual burthens,
This is not what the people desire to accom-
plish by a sale; nor will they be ratisfied with
tuch disposition of their property.
The reul value of the public works, isa

‘most skill:and 4vigil§mce‘ has at all times been
exﬁxibiled,.by the agents ofithe State, on’ this 4
line, T do not belie%% ;. but the_deficiency, in
thiis ‘particular; “on the. dew work, las not}
‘bepn' 50 ;i:ilpable,'as‘alleged‘h\e some. Ind ec.d,\;
siyjce Mag; last, great energy has characteriz-
edithe ma]

X fug to but little over three and a [h: {1 mi!l-.

1018, ! N NN . ;‘ - .
- Xo'more reliable éstimate of the Treasury
! for 1855 can be made, than is furnisbed in
854, The ordinary receipts may;-be safely
. estimated at a million of dollars {above th_e
1. unavoilable expenditures.. A portion of -this
| excess will be required to.coinplete the new
;g;'Portage railroad, and the North Branch ca-
* nal; and the remainder should” bé’ faithfully
lﬂpplied towards the. payment ofI the Staté

i debt . L i,

i The agpregate receipts on the public works
| for the 1%.3%;:!:, as re‘)po}!ed by the Canal
]’ Commissibnérs, amounted to the sum of &1,
1101,570 54 ; leaving a balance of $774,508
134, from which, liowevery should Ilt»e - deduc:
. ited the sum of 37,900, properly chargeable
- to the year; for new locomotives snd otlier
J,Unavt}idﬂble expenditures—thus reducing the
‘net profits to $736,608 34. If we add w0
i this, 131,000 00 reccived from }}ne 1_’en0n~,
“tylvanian railroad.company for thé:three mill
" ltax, which is elsimed by sorce‘as ;a "part, of
| the income from the p- blic works, we find =
" i net revenue of $867,000; a sum équal to the

: ‘the State works, wavely-properly urged ‘as
indispensably dlecesuryito meet-thé: wants of
the travelling publicand to-enable our me:
tropolis to competesuccessfully “with other
commercial cities. ‘(he‘_ very first and most
formidable. difficultgwhich presented itself
in the Way of this ekrprise, was the preju-
dicial effect such a fork might have tpon.
the bussmess and piits of the main line. of
the public improveynts, . It was urged on.
the one hand, that ® State works had been
constructed at the ense of ithe people of
the éntire Commountalih—that those resi-
‘ding in the extremepriions of the State, as
well as those of thepterior, had annually,
cbntﬁbujéd towardsier: ’mc{nt of {he in-
terest on the debt wihihad thus beén con-
tracted ; and, there{d the Legislature could
not, consipently witthé principles of justice
and equity, make a pot that twould “depre-
ciate the value of pjerty which belonged:
to all, for the purposf fustering the growtl
Land prosperiy of a gticular portion of the
State. . Good faith 4 correct méral princi-

[

anagement on " this line; the - Presi-;
dehte of ‘the Cana] ‘Board having devoted.
much of Hi,s’ﬁtime to a personal sujmslon of;

‘the ‘work.l;f But it is obvious,-no |degree of
capacity in the State's. agents, for the last]
yeiir, cou}) have overcome all the difficulties |
thit were gncountered, with snﬂigxeﬁqt celeri-
tyito have entirely satisfied -public expectation. |
“iAt theltimé 1 came into office;| lhe“sums‘
necessary to complete-this work wa$ estimat-:
ed at $772,000.  Since that :idmﬁ the som o]f; :

. 32 72 has been expendedl, and it willj] . »
illilg(:&;'?re, as Qstimnfgd‘bg* the pax;:nl Board, i proposition full of d{fﬁcu]l):; and, 1 (Loull‘)t*
£60,000 to P":Vit‘iﬁtlo\ éomplcte-;ope]muon. 1 het, -the Gcnefnl .&ssenhply-,WI.ll approach the
* Whilst I regret this' anforsedn cost and] nquiry, duly impressed: mfh::; l:mp(lnfzu]lc‘ev.
outlay, Tlcanriot refrain. from rd.pe.a‘iing my | Ten milliops of dollars;was fix 1 y the ].a
unfaliériﬂg cotfidence in the wisdom - of the: of l.r}st session, as tht:. pnce for the l:n:tnn'1 }!_1}e.
policy that dictated the complelion| of this This minimum is said by some tov';,* oo Liigh,
work. _The large incresse of !}usixgcm and } and the failure to sell regarced as 1‘:43 cousc;_.
tolls for the, yéar just closed, on the older|quences. ; Others ?‘,"?,b“;eiﬂ'_e abs qc;:1 :7-
portions f the line, indicates what. we may | biddess to the condition of the “money d:
safely anticipate from the news dnd, I can- ket—to the strx!;genlt. rp*énchogstlmlpogc beepx;
not doubt, 'ba;lhc gross amount of [business on the law, and 1o the efforts that ha

it will command,. und the resénue it will; f{rcvious]j" made to disparage the value of the

- ‘% ' \
ions. that condern

o

! The report of the Superintendent will ex-
hibit to "vou in.detail, the operations of the
Common -Sclivol system for “the. vear just
closed ;" and ‘I vespectfully tecommend “the
sugzestions of that officer to vourcareful con-
sideration. - < (.t L. -
.. The general law of 1849, with amendments
and modifications, was_re-modled by the last
Legislature. Jost I

LI ~

its

: . : hie most materinl parta of the | wise and bener lent: advoestes A DL S
. A . 1 . V. : Jut it is obvious that more than one of | ple forbade such act{. | On the other. hand,| woith any thing at all, it hds demonstrated | old Jaw. whi ﬁ o S b Pans OF e | wiso and benevolent: advocates. Its humane ..
interest on seventeen millions of the five per | -ield. will exceed the most sanguine expec-j hne. But 3t is obvious that ey it was -all hake ipcre PR - - At ai, 1. ha ; aw, which:were omitted in-the new, werc{ and benignant  se % ameliorating tha . -
venl 1 eld, will gxce ] Ruile €3y . . . t- Jit ‘was -alleged thake, increased business ]y eine 5 T " s enignant: sgency i ameliorating “the - -
| cent debt of the State.. The aggregate re- aﬁ 0"}5‘ of i iadvocatcs.——'rhe ’Pexl]“"s“b]c‘ these cauges may have opcmted, and a grea 4 lxe correciness of this p )llc}' ; and_that the gency 1 ang.

the sub-district, the endowment, and sectati-
an featurcs, The former wns-rej%bftedbeciﬂm’e
of the unnecessary multiplication:.of offices
which it authorized, and the . conflict - which’
Egrpetu‘a!ly arose betweed the committees and:

irectors;'and the latter, ‘beeause in’ manifost |

which such-an, imprenent would throw up-
on' the Columbia raikd] and the enhanced.
vulue of property Pagent to the proposed:
road, from whien thaute would derive inf
creascd revenue in tlorm of taxes—woulds
constitute an ample duncration o her coff-
ers, and thus do follfice to the. people as

co'x.zdfil‘iion(,of (;he, unfortunat
relief 3t was designed; can be>judged, by no - .
.ordinary etandard, : The Eellpﬁgs. fgf.shc,g!d: IR
institytion risd ‘above all mere eouniary es.
(imates.  Its putposes address themselves'to . ..
direct the latter, “beea nifest | the Lest and noblest feelings - of our -mature,. . - -
ostility to tho-trus -inteng of the common| and can ouly.bé rated at tl%:ibﬁégzbf.huﬁ,a,; L
school system. . These provisions which secem- Lope and biiman reason, . - Loyl f .o
ed {0 contemplate a separate school establish- | - - A" somewhat dissiiilar, t

ceipts were 857,121 less than for the year
"1853, and the teduction: in expenditures.
‘amounted to over $159,287,000. . Fhie  with-
i-drawal of the busitiess .of the IMnosylvamia
1. railroad from the Portage ‘road,. readily ac-
_ L counts for this difference. RS
| Viewed in every aspect, this exhi‘bxi'rs,gmtf
_ ifying, Few similar systems of improvement
| in the country ¢an present a . more! favorable

ér thin all.may bave been the hope of get-
ting this property on better terms, ata fu-
ture time, I feel very confident that the lat-
ter. consideration wasnot without its influ-
énce. Bat, be this ns it may, it is certainly
wiser to-fail to sellbfrom|any one of these cau-
ses, than to hazard the works in the markets,
without any, restriction }or.‘l:m)tmxon ‘as 10
price or conditions. Abad sale would as

use of small bank notes should be‘discoumged 0 Shaer for: whove
ahd forbidden. In accordange with this view
of the subjeet, T have on past occasions, re-
fused to sanction’ any"exten#iv.e increase . of
_b%_mki_ng capital. ” ‘ "“; T

iEvery’ ’commer;:'iul country is liable to al-
fice to. ternate seasons of excitement and depression;.
the owners of the w té-._bc affected.  But | td periods of extravaa: Ltradi ’ :
e e ot fhs Loktine cotetoded thor e(i,pe s of extravagant over-trading, follow

mines of coal \rith'which that seetion of the:
State abounds,|the products. of w‘im:h[nrc.rjgs- :
tined to pass through this avenue to 2 limit-,
less market, will furnish for it a pever failing

- 3 ? y i a2 d | _L e
supply, of business and tonnage. .(:Bes‘:des, its
completion iwilil be an act of justice to the in-

| I habilautd of that
part of the Commonwealth, who imvel hereto-

gy

dustriqus arjd enterprising -in

thoug mob less .

ew

ot by ruinous revulsions. The :reacti 3 t, ‘under scotirian b Loy asshinlar, thou
illinaly t s the con- bl ) ) Ho ] A RN A le -reaction now | ment, ‘under scctarian patron e, although | mentori at R Yanmi T o
| picture. “Some of thewn, in other States, have: Ztn{cti l:]pgg {h‘:ec’l:)‘t'i‘xfgt‘}gnpr?)‘::rrnd‘ehfs of the | surcdly be a greater misfortune than ao sale ?;‘::cag:i‘;t:ggaiig? ;;:2‘?::::2?‘3"132*? ;‘e!stt's fl_ho 1ue;1}ab]e, if ot npftura; count%re. controlled by the comn}ou,échgol -d«'rec!ogrs; At‘ablit’:hé: ui;n}"gi‘;;:g‘:;::mﬁnheb::nﬁi e
Hpew thew, in Ohet B vir. | Mrmetipn of the, ; L T S _ ; qe pre D RER part.of an’undue -expansion of eredit, in the | were origrinally engrafied “tipon “the aotg of 4 traitine: “Idiotic and tha Fefonta 5t L
,!.::ci.r.tly :‘mn_{ﬁd"{{d toa wnd?;,%t;inzf;s on Btate, from which they could -der?;]e but 1,“:1“; ! The benefits resultingito ‘the people from {I have referred. o 1. | " 1. form of bank paper, railread, State and. cor-| 1836 and I ng mgfw'eic x:pzli’ni-i::‘-e %‘:xt:téglf'i 'tl,';;u-mn:g Qf]f!’e—..;@jphg;_{md@ﬂ;g-;;mpgcx.le._.:é Sy
- ‘th? smao v?ncg.__f T %mcreasT ot psiny }ias_,adynn{g}gq.» {3 5“-1",_3150, add to ,‘,.e], t'nel these 1 x’n l)rovcmexlté. have been numerous and The stock was -rgbed y-nh a fullig fmh’on bonds and individual oblj L’W ons— | in 1840, Thev' were ve s f ) r&v ot d\ : is 5 as ;}P!f ??»PE{!E?P};SQ!,‘ léxag‘g‘l;gadﬁachne'ged, e e
! ex‘; eeaaet: works t’m: t ‘g tw? nnas b &eﬁg;. the.| PIOSPerity, of th’? adjacent cg‘n}nt"!l;et te v auue- diversified. They: have facilitated trade and | knowledge of this rention, and the accep- f,?} those States yheke the free; or stack-bank- | from|the s}'stemxby e ﬁwP;,?flst- éés;:;' 2 ~el; ! &i%ﬂ?’.?ﬁ_“ﬂqJ{{Y‘gt?r&t!ng the weak and el
 ncocasity which seomed to-cxint for 8 seduc. | o ProTerty, and consequently to the revenues commerce; stimulated |productive industry | tance of the charter, fid company, was the |ing system had stimulated the expansion, the | Should efforts be giads 4 the fuittire, at s?:;ﬁ: éo‘;ﬁd *:w}g‘«ez‘?'t‘“"&-bp I teepre for it publio. - .
ition in ytnllslw ms::mrfoundingco%mpeﬁﬁou, of the Btate. S T ip every departiment; ‘and have not only | consummation of a s4n agrecment between warkings of t}m‘L: renction have been "~ disas. | lar innavations, comie from whotce they "!’ﬂ'ﬂ? féé]é.i&%?:ﬁunfyﬂoggg‘g: I;ozgmepda s
 he revenue would have been largely increas- | At tho 1ime of my iuductmn‘;x'tziq.ﬁm??v,ih‘?f““-‘ enabled the fammer to reach a ready  market them ;andlﬂlg State.} ! .-« . |traus, In-our own beloved mmonwealth {it is-hoped they may  be "Pt"i"*"'ﬁﬂy“'rcje(;téag‘ T TG Tnstituti 33 ';,n cara.of the State, . 1. 1 . .
- “jed. The geberal movement ng\éxon “foot | - ded debt, including ncc,qq@ln’éfé‘ig!;g;t:g. with thie froit of his labor, but have- furnich- Yet, under the gpﬁs fea that st impo- the shock bas-bepn sensibly folt; though far|  The system to ba effect ual munst bummplo })ct'xf nngsDtglgn?u::;B%:dedl:ﬁnglg:gi}l‘e =
| #mougst railroad companies, to advance these | °, 17 the som of ¢ Apal 2 1 - |ed couvenient outJets for the rich minera] | ses a tgxgpn;trad.e. tlpmmovwealth js oW | less severe than in other parts bf the country. | and, uniform in its operations, ., Special Jeg- b ?jysil- merit, 'ﬂi “usual anoiity '{:n s
Lrates may jeve th e | Add 10 this the loan of Aper, - B PR ‘\Vitbont- 1l he.j asked torelinquish & conditian ; and “the | [ler partial escapi beli 35 mal dgge e b gy bouidl. JeB - r ey Justly ment, the usual aundity fromithe . .
i rates, may perhaps, relieve the State to some : lete the North . { treasuresx of the State. [Without- them, the |atked toreling t “l * € partial escape, 1t 1s _ele\ed, 1s mainly | islation, inconsistent with thcn.genemj.h r, | State,  They are.iu” a flourishing: condition. - .
esteat i thie mmpeot. 0T e T 650000 00 | miner would be deprived of his accupation, | ¢ase s afgued as tha ik bad boen the pol-| wing to her prudeut and vestictive palicy | applicable to partcuag Togalitin op distiun: | snd soniined ppe oo oLing. onditian, .
Y 'Thé:De,hEWm'F divifion makes af;nost grat-| . L ) ) e ~'| the transporter be left ini‘.hdplas.de=t.:tutxon.4,.“’." of l:’h'e Il:twv:,~tlralft1 33];;:;_:_\ [ gl:ou}d 1,mrv in {he use of bunlg crgdx@. At at.lenst,vgr)" t"O’an_S}\'e(:temmmlt"}p;yﬁarﬁﬂ;.nd‘igﬂ".a -  apon thp' unfortunate’ bﬂulgﬂcnm ’3‘3‘5 : -
" sifyiug eshibit. . The gross receipts counted] . = . I _ §41.004,457 48 | 354 the Commonwenlth itself be permitted to | pose this charge o . r.tou) upon yelear, that lad:'the free, or stock-banking ! has, and always will cmbarrass: the adminis{ their'clinige. = -~ & BRI
R 3365?3‘25'07,'5\@ the expenditimel’ $$9,7aé-, ‘L’neducééavmietl‘n,jas fulln&va:.% R . %régain\::’l'parﬁtlxinnious pofisﬂes'iono'f vaet mass- | every spc,cse.s;qfdpf,y ;“'J’E'E‘.)g miy pas_s plan, nt one 'ifﬂﬁ-80‘AZé!l'Ol!SI?:,!I;drocated,been' if?}g;o,! .6(3]33 gé;ierhl,siét_éi n:.‘iﬁa.'gﬁdﬁ‘ d fo,‘r‘f;' AS a8 ¥ ey ’
: 3{67, showing & wet profit of §305,588 40; a | Interest op out L eb of natural and unproductive riches. Our f}‘f:;i; '{Q’Ih;é'g; cl;o al’{x :ullz:;{l rz:tlb: adoplt)ed in this State, or had our ‘present sys- !{!15 l‘caspg!,fj Be carefully’avoided. * The integ- ' wapward and offen ding
© ;'sum equal to the intercst ‘on_six .millions of | | ing vertifieaten, ' $50.063 30 |predetessors were_wise in opening tb&‘e;a"ef { ¥ shown thal bita, v ‘. be: tem been greatly expatded, !’ie' pusition” of | 1ity of its:forms, not lexs than the. means to ‘Refugo “'stands pre-emin
| the public-debt, 8nd 10-20 per- cent., oo the | Reveipteto thewink. = . - | nues o trade and commorce;; and if we wish to | er cheap tonage, thi ’}.e- wop (11, be too | uffairs in our commercial metropolis” wonld'| sustain-its oparations,-should bo ‘constantly. -iﬁhefq'gix‘niiifbﬁ%]igz ¥
. eriginal cost, of the work, including expendi-| - 18 fund up to - (|, [bk rated wise hercfter, ¥e. shall not rashly |great ~But the cowj aje uot abliged to | not have been so favorable™'4s lat presenti— | ninintained, - und sacredly cherished: by - the | jnfluence ipon' this ¢iNe
| ¥ure for hew works. .’ SEOT LT ] Abis time, 1057856 15 108919 54 [apd hastily throw awsy the .advantages of aseess this tax on allfs of tonmage; nor Had the natural tendency to “specnlation 1¢-- government. . - - - ... - " 1is far mare " fr, i
'l The North Branch’ Canal ‘and the: Colum-|* ~ ~ 1. P _l......___... itheir future use. . This use, to the full extent,| was l:itdthe mle'lx;uo tﬁqh;actg tha:k they Cdﬁed'i!liS,anﬁﬁcih! stimulagt- ..‘?E°~, limits-of | - Aﬁ;ief"vf:fe}it"u;e in the 'iiystjém.:ﬂdof)!_ od in hat dft‘ﬁ"zsraixfa"ry‘ i
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