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-{ fact thet's few yesrs'ago, getting sngry with
aii ‘obstinate ass which dared to disobey him, -

. the cavsed the-poar, dumb beast to be hung

. {up by hig neck-to the bough of s tree, till he
T kwas quitedead.* .- -

“-Mont of ‘the young men*who come ta. Mr.

. 1"'W’s house are of the Greek Church,  though

" fsothe’are of the old Byridn or Jacobite sect:™
. Av'the meeting onSabbath afternoon there
‘was an old woman present who had never at- _

tended before, and "who Mr.  W." ssid -had

*] probably been sent as a spy to-report those

. } who'were present.” Before ‘the commencd..

- {'mient ‘of the services, while sitting alone by

Finyself; I'becare quite interested in ‘a con-
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DY ALICE CARFETY.

But pinks that come with their hearts in their

Must wait for warmer skies.

* Ye meadow liltes, lcopard-lika,
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u u W + !
B B L e Mrehwtorant Dralen | TTUst not, ye modest violets, .
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‘Particular attention w11 be given:ta Inscriing Teeth on Gold or
All'operations warmanted. Good

creneesgiven, i irequired.

S REING now ta prartice MEDICINE and SURGERY,
bas loeated hitmselt in lrau!m-e. Fa_ and. will strictly attend
101he calls with which ke may be favored. OFF!

'vtg'm Blire, opposite Searie’a Hotel.

John W. Cobdb, M. D,

FFICE over Z.
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hin xnd ey inls, at the well

of W o
-stand, 3 frw paln east of Searje’s Hotel, in Montroe, where
the callv if all who want anything tu hia

Montsnse, September 151881y - 7
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Smiley, Susquehabna County, Pa.,
penple af 8 hanyaand pelgh

OOK BINDER, respectful-

1¥ infarms the Y boring connties
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W. B. Srursan has workeddor e for some time, and ] ean rec
ommend him as & canud and skilifal w
g0 work a= can be done 14 the country,

(oodrich, B,
“Lathrop. J. Wittenberz, Moy

;b;lr! nntice. Shop and Ware Roams fout of Maln Street.

William B. §impson, A

‘with e muowt skiliful workinen, fie feels confilett that he an
difficult jubs on short notler. Aﬂ work warranted to
repalred neatly and on eerseaable terms,

retr e new Store, cormvs of Main and Turn-

ow Seade’s Hotel, Mintrse, I'a. .

cefupetent to do as
and wontyv of confidence.
Towands, June 1t 18R, - W, A Crawngruy.
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His promises 1o you,

Ye little twinkling marigolds,

Nor dare npon his fickle amile
To broaden your kerchfefs blue.

"Tis wize sometimes to doubt,

And though the winda should shape his moans

To music, look not out.

*Tix & rongh and churlish month, flowe:s, *

80 heed ye my adyvice,

Flze you will wake, to go to slecp
With checks as cold as ice.

I
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Leife from Reb. 3. -Lyons.

Trirory, Sy.rfa, Feb: lé, 1859.

. DEear Faraxr :—Your last letter reminds
me of my pramise to give you an sccount of
my receut journey t6 Homs. It is rather a
long story, but I must be faithful to my
promise, and therefure will now enter jupon
the task. 1 told you in a former letter soine-
thing about my’ preparations for the journey 3
how the ceuntry through which I expected to
pass was infested by wild, plundering Arabs;

huw 1 engaged my friend, Saleh, for a travel-

ing comipanion ; how we started from Duma

on s bright Wednesday. morning, and how

we climbed up the high, western slopo of
Lebanon, and descended the steep, rocky de-

clivities on the _eastern side, to the great

plain of the Bukaa or Coelo-Syria.

.. In descending the mountain we passed a

remarkable fountain, ealled Ain Roomeyen.

1t Bas more the appearance of a well-than of

2 fountain, being & deep, circular cavity in

! | the earth. - n !
This fountain is remarkable from’ the’ cir..
camstance; that however much\may be taken

from it, the water within always remaing st

the same height. - The natives ascribe this to

some miraculous apency, but the fact prob-

ably is, that the well is fed by natural sub.

R e B N B £ Deatte, L. Searje, - b, | terranean reservoirs, which being. on the

Montroee, Rept, 17, 180821
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beauty.

around me.

having

a perfertly safe
compaty of ten 0

ing out alone
with thieves a

tity of snow

same level with the fountain itself, whenover
.| any water is removed, a new sfipply iustant.
ly rushes'in to. take its place.
An immense qu
higher ridges of‘i.c‘bimoﬁ during the winter
and gradually melting away in the sumnier
season and disappearing in the deep, dark
eaverns of the rocks, supplies all the innu.
merable springs that gush out on every side
] and fertilize the mountains and the plain,
Arriving at the eastern base of the mount.
ain, we stopped to funch at a’emall village,
called Yemmuni, where is a small lake, and |-years of age.
a ruin supposed to have heen & temple of
Venus. Of this ancient edifice there’is searce-
ly one stone left upon another, but the frag-
ments of marble columns, capitals, and cor-
nices, which remain, prove that the structure
must have been one of great strength and
The temple seems to have bedn
.about 60 feet long and 40 feet wide, while
the platform on which 1t stood, and which re.
mains nedrly entire, is about 250 feet square.
Our road over the mountains bore in a
south-easterly direction, but from Yemmuni
we took 4 north-easterly course, and at sun.
down arrived at the village of Deir El_ Ab.
mer, [ having heen in my saddle just ten
hours. On our way we passed at intervals
<everal ancient columns lying prostrate on
the ground, bearing inscriptions which had
tecome so éaten away by the tooth of time
a4 to be scarcely legible, These columng
sy have been the mile stones of the old!
Roman road} which once {ay through tais re: | Yes," returned the old man. *The spot
gion. Deir El Abmer is a emall village, of
some five hundred inhabitants, all Maronites.
While pitching my tent the pecple flocked
i&sve them a4 few tracts, but
felt little inclination for conversation, for my
ride over the mountains in the hot sun, had
brougl}'on a severe headache, so that afier

falls ;)n the

ritter a short note to K. to send |
back by some muleteers-who bad come with
.us frgm Duma and who expected to return
the' next day, and having prepared and eaten
my supper, [ retired early to bed.
“The next morning | arose quite refreshed,
my headachie bad -entirely left me, and at
halfpast-seven, baving got everything in
readipess;.we resumed our journey, hoping
that night to reach Hurmel, s large village
some thirly miles distant to the northward.
The day previous our road had led us through
iop and we had-also the
a dozen mountaineers who
had come down to the plain with their ani.
mals to buy barley ; buf now we were push-
niﬁm 8 wide district infested
‘despersdoes, who had be
* | come more reckless and daring than usual,
- on sccodnt of the utter weakness of the gov-
ernment, ard the anarchy and civil commo-’

: : tions that were prevailing throuphout the

Eue,

R 'Ir'ut Brothers, _
EALERS® IX DRY. GOODS, Groorrien, Crockery, ardware
1mother, Plour,
i b m‘mdmm nni Pylf&a‘n
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EALEES RY GOODE, Grocedies, Bardware, Crockery,
Tinware,. Metodouns, sud Bbeet Mue, &c.; -lai.{ury
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o Bodtnd ava W soming vk Luscnt scoutior
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country, and we -were well aware that the
farthes we advauced the inore our- danger
would be increased, for befors reaching Homs
wa would be obliged 1o
ders of the desert of Paimyra, over which the
plundering Araba roam unmolested. But
we could only press forward, “ heart .within
and God o'erbesd,” ‘rustivg in Him who
careth for-all his creatures, and who potices
even the little sparrow’s fall. -

Salel’s-triends in Tripoli had attempted to
dissusde him from sccompanyin
to him, “ If the khowsji will go, let him ; but’
| don’t you risk yourself so far from home in

pass along the: bor-

e, saying

or twelve hours distant on our right, rose the’
famous ruins of Baalbeg, solitary, massive,

. S ——
THE FLOWERS.

o

to depend for direction,;;rtly upon our own
judgment and purtly upon such vague infor-
‘mation as we were abld to elicit from, those
whom we chanced to meet. 4\
Abont 10-0’clock’ we!were overtaken by 8
man, mounted on a strdng, fleet horse, and
being armed with gun,, sword, and pistols,.
| presented ratber a formidable appearance.—
Riding up to'Saleh, who was behind me, e
began questioning him in regard to myself,
my busigess, rank, &c., and then asked.
“Where .are you guing?” “To Homs"”
was the reply. = * But how dare you venture
out hete dlone,” he responded ; * the coun
| try is Very unsafe ; thero are robbers prowl-
ing about.”  Saleh replied, “ 1 have no fears
of anybody ; nobody will dure touch’ us
Franks.” " But you have no protection.™,
‘| « Certninly wé have,” was the reply. * This
Frank is under the protection of all the for-
eign powers.” - Where do you iritend stop-
-ping tonight 7 * At Hurme),” was the re-
‘ply. *Ab,” he responded, * that would be,
very proper, for frotpy theresyou can get a
| company of horsemen from the <heikh of the
town to be your escert the remainder of the
way to [Toms.” : )
* About an hour after this our companion
left us, teking a different road from onrs,
leading off intq the” pluin, When we swere
once more by ourselves, | inquired of Saleh,
if he knew this personage, or from whence he
was, “ Ahives,” said he, “1 havé heard of
him often. ‘Ilis name is Dendel. e is one
of thelnost notorivus robbers in all this part
of the gountry.” .
About noon we arrived at a Jittle fountain
from which proceeded a small stream, .run-
ning towards the north. Ilere we  stopped
aa hour to lunch and rest ourselves, and then
pushed on, following the stream downwaid,.
hoping- to reach Hurmel befure sundown, so
as not to be obliged to pitch our teat in an
exposed.place away from the habitations of
man,. In this however we were disappoiuted.
Our rate of traveling wids necesearily slow.
My own horse was a good travéler, but as
my baggage animal and Saleh’s donkey could
not go much faster than, in an ordinary walk,
I was obliged to adapt mysell to their rate
of locomotion,, The consequence was that'at
sundown-we were still an hour from Hur.
mel. Not wishing to continue ‘our journey

the road and pitched our tent on a green,

grassy spot, near the foot of-a high, precipi-

tous bluff ot ledge of rocks, Out [rpm un-

der-these rocks burst a copious- spring or

fountain, which at once we know te be -the

source of the Orontes—a river famed in his.
tory and classic song, and whose waters in

generations past have been often stained by

the blood of tens of thousands who haveper-

ished in battle upon its banks,

While unloading our baggage we observed |
three or four men standing on the top of the

‘ledge above us. They shouted to us, but

they were so far 6ff we'were unable to un-

derstand what they said. Saleh afterwards

climbed up to them and procured milk for

ourselves, and barley - for our .animals. In

the evening one of the men came down to

our, tent,  Fle was n strong, stalwart, rongh,

uncouth locking man,-apparently about. fifty

% Where do you live 7" I gsked. “In a
cave just over the blufl yonder.” * Are there
no houses in this vitinity 1 ¢ No,"”” * DBut
I have heard it said that there is an old eon-
vent somewherd near this spot, where St
Maron, the forinder of the seet ¢f Maronites,
ance took op his abode.”” “ Ah! yes. The
cave in which [ live is the convent of which
you speak.” “Indeed! and do the monks
ever visit it in these days?’ “No, A few
years since, some Maronite monks came from
Mount Lebanon and had thé cave cleaned out
and fitted up with the intention of occupying
it. But they abandondd it after a few
months sd never returned.” “ Why did
they*leave ?”  “ On account of thieves. The
thieves came by night, stole their horses and
cattle,cut down their wheat and barley, and
carried off their crops, and the monks gave
up in despair.” - * Then there are thieves in
this-part of the country ?” inquired . Saleh.—

where you have pitched your tent is one of
the most unsafe places in the country.” A
year ago a party of travelers who encamped
here had all their horses stolen in the night.
A few'months ago 8 man laid down hege to
rest, and some Druses who were passing
along the road fell upori him, robbed him and
cut hig throat, ahd threw bim into’ yog'der
fountain, I might tell you,” he added, ™ of
many robberies and murders that have taken
place bere. It is & very unsafe place, When
you first came 1 motioned to you to' encamp
farther down the stream, but you' did ndt un-
derstand me.” The old than then went ioto
details concerning robberies and murders
that had taken place near the fountain,and his
accounts, whether true or false, were not at
all calculated to allay our pre-existing appre-
hensions, or conduce to quiet reposc insleep.
" We tried to prevail upun the old man to
remain with us during the night, but he "de-
clinéd, saying that he must return 10 watch
his flocks, Ile accordingly left us. Saleh
and I werd both of thé: opinign that whatever
of truth there might have been in his recitals,
that he dealt largely in exaggeration, be per-
haps hoping that we would offer him a large
sum of money. to induce him to remajn with
us, through the night. *Whether his atories
“were true or false, my fatigue.overcome my
fears, and | was soon Jocked fast in the *em.
brace of sleep. But not so with my faitbful
attendant, Saleh ; for on waking about three
o'clock in the morting I found bim sitting
just inside the door of the tent, grasping my
hatchet firmly in hls band, and gazing out up-
on the road that passed a little distance from
us. “Why,” said{l to Saleh, “ are you there
yeﬂ"’,} “Yes,” sait he, “and herc I have
been all the night long ; for how could Jsleep
after such ghastly yarns as that old fellow
told gm. night, and he himself is the robber,
I Lave no doubt.”, * Do ‘you thick so7” I

his habitation. = [ accepted Lhia Invitation and
‘accompaiying bim slong the steép: back: of
the stream; he polyted out Jo ine several
large springs of water, gushing out from un:
der the rocks and which, uniting thelr waters
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the highest cavern of- all..
effedted by climbing.a tree, that is, & large,
ping tree, with. its branches lopped off within
four or fige feet df the trunk, was placed ina
large. circular aperture: or shaft connecting
with the second indthitd stories, this being
the only means_of communication
the two. From a narrow loop-hole I had a
“fine view of the valley and river which flows
at the base of the blufl below.
Climbing down from this high
rocks and descending the dark, Barrow stair-
‘way, 1 passed out through the gallery as 1
entered. This being;in fact the only way of
access to the cavern.! | gave the Sheikh as s
remuneration for his jpoliteness and his pains
a bukhsheeh of five piasters, (20 cents,) for
which he rcturned inany thanks.

If I had ‘then known what I .afterwards
learned at Homs, and what Saleh had already
duspected, that this same Abu Aulee was ac:
tually the leader of a,band of robbers, I do
not think I should have trusted myself so un-

hands.

to

.0

e

ualour course lny about
due north, Half an

scteristic of nearly all the large rivers in
Syria, for being formed by melting snows,
percolating through'the adjncent clefts and
“{ hills,. the commingling- waters burst” forth
suddenly into view, forming o large; rapid
stream at the veryisource, the real source or
sources being many miles away in subterra.
nean reservoirs among the mountains, .
Passing around at the right of a sharp pro-
jection ofthe bluff;ithe Sheik’s cave, or, as it
has been called byl travelers, “the Mouk’s
| cavern,” eame full into view.
single cave but appeared to be a series of
caves ; some of them perhaps naturnl, and
some of them artificial excavations in the face
of the ledge, some two hundred feet above
the river. The openings of the caverns had
been closed by means of thick, strong walls.
of sulid masonry, léaving only small aper.
tures for the admission of light, and loop-
holes for the dischargs of spears and javelins,’
The ascent to this cavern is quite precipi-
It must have been in the time of the
crusaders, » fortress, quite,impregnable to all
assavlts made by means.of the rude imple-
ments of warfare which were in use in those
dnys. This convent received the name of
St. Maron, from a iegend existing among,
the people, to the effect that it was once oc- t was probably a large’town, but now it is a
cupicd by John, Maron, who Kved in the
fifth century, and was the reputed fuunder of
the papal sect, now called by his nare, (Mar-
onites,) and who inhabit the whole northern
part of Mount iLebanon.
steep, winding path, the Sheifh led me to the
entrance of the cave, which was low, narrow,
and from below quite cuncealed from view.
My guide then conducted me through a long
corridor or gallery, excavated in the face of
the precipice, to the main cave, which_was.
connected to thie gallery by a wooden bridge,
Doubtless in ancient times there was a draw
bridge in this place, iwhich being- taken up,
must hava rendered the cavern quite inacces-
sible to any enemy who might spproach it
I passed through eeveral rooms which though
natural in part had. doubtless been greatly
enlarged by excavation.- In these npartments
the Sheikh sheltered his goats and sheep, and
stored his wheat, barley, and straw. Tle had
a numerous family, for I cbserved fonr or
five stout, stalwart boys lszing about, and
several women gnd girls who gazed at me with
after nightfall, we turned a little aside from |Jooks of mingled curiosity.and amazement.
“The caverns were iin three stories,
cended to the second: story by ineans of a
dark, dismal, stone nj.nirway ,that. seemed to
have been dug out of the solid. rock.
too, I found several apartments, and
hurried survey, ascended to the third

It was not a

Climbing up a

Here,
fter a
? story,

The ascent : was

Returning to my tent, 1 found that Saleh
had' everything packed ready for a start. As
Harmel lay out of our direct route, -and” we
had no longer any particular object:in visit-
ing the place, we determined to leave it out
of.our course altogether, and we accordingly
taok an oppéosite direction across the plain to
the eastward, in order to examine an upcient
monument, called the, Kamus, of whichd had
on'and seen notices in

Ad hour's riding without
any road over rough ground and loose pieces
of trap rock, brought us.to the spot.
The monument is 8 square structure, built
of large, hewn stones ;. is two stories highand
surmounted by a pyramid. The whole rests
on & pedestal or base, about thirty-six fect
square ; and the height from the ground to
the tdp of the pyramid is probably not far
Thd sides of the monument
which fuce the four cardinal points:are sculp- |~
tared in bas-relief, _wi}h rude, grotesque pic-
tures of animals and -ﬁmplemcnts of bunting.
‘three figures bearing

elephant, bear, and
side are two deers,

tered and broken away, is a dog seizing some
What the animal whas it
is impossible ta determine, for en account. of
L\he stones, nothing but
mains. The design of
this monument it is 18 vaim to.conjecture, for
it bears no inscriptigns or dates, or other
:K‘l‘oxd'any clne to its his-

tory. ~ E

'fhe character of the figures nnd groups
sides jof the structure
use that it is a hunting

some one of the “an-
cient-kings in commemoration of his success
in the pursuit and capture of the wild -game
in which the mountsins once probably a-
The Kamya occupies a command-

the north,
. ‘The former thirly,
and the lajter seventy miles ‘distant. Dr.

r isited this/monument in 1852 and
a full discriptionof it in the third
vulume of the new efﬂo’n’bfhia Biblical Re-

ing position, and froqi it ma

our’s ride_brought. us’
16 the Homs road, = Al beforé us was n vast;
Teve), desert plain, uicultivated sud uninhab.
ited, - For many, many miles wd saw neith
er hamlat, nor house, ot hut, Bor any_other’
mdication of the proximity of man, and even’
‘the river, winding in its -deep, narrow bed,’
wes quite hidden fron) our view, theroh
no gréen border of treés or shrubs, or, dther
vegetation: along ifs 'banks, by which ity
be determined, ~ Sometimes:
jed in the distance, herds of the
gracefy) gazelle grazing on the withered grass.
aud roots of the plain, and
became aware of ou
away with slmoat. incfadible, r
‘casionly, t4o, & Bigry vultare wool

as soon a3 they
frs‘wch‘ they ™~ fled
e .

between

nook’in the

~

be scei the
and Mount

thero'belug®

b asif

l~mnny days travel fag, to the North and East

‘their corn and grain,

.,
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versation which I overheard between several
young men in angthér' part -of. the room.— -
Said one, “Believe me, Daocod, the bishop

Ch e e e s

zily over our heads in quest of prey. Aside
from these, thera was little outside -of our,
company,_ to indicate either life or motion.—
All was one vast. desolation. ' Sometimes
when the road diverged-either to the right or
left we were at a loss-which course fo take,
In one place our dilemma was complete, Sa-
leh insisted on going to the left, T was as res-
olutely bent on going to the right, neither of
us could convipee the other, for neither would
be convinged. W finally compromised the
matter by resolving to take neither road, but
purrue a coursé between the two. We there-
fore struck out into the plain,;with no_road,
and no guide but my packet compass, ‘In
balf an hour or more we came to a deep, nar-
row canal, leadinz from the river, - This was
an unexpected obstacle, and “we rode along
-the bank for a considerable distance, before
we were able to find a phace,-at whichto et-
fect 8 erossing, we however got safely aver,
and shortly after came upon the remains of
an ancient aqueduct. An hour or more fur- |
ther on we saw a village 1n advance of .y,
which we supposed to be Shemea, but which,
on our arrival, we found to be the ancient
Ribleh. ) .
Two or three thousand years agu, Ribleh

N

Tittle, dirts village, containing not more than'
two hundred and fifty inhabitants, The houses
are built of stones, sticks, and mud, and
many of them are of a circularor sugar Toaf
shape, being: from ten to twelve feet in height,
and perhaps nine or ten feet in diameter. at
the base. Iere as in many other villages we
noticed large quantities of manure and other
refuse from the cattle yards which had been
collected.and piled up by the inhabitants to
dry for firel. ’ .

Ribleh is a place of great antiquity, and is
first mentioned in Num,, chapter xxxiv, a8
one of the border towns of the land allotted:
to the children .of Isracl. To this place Jehoa.
has the king of [srael was banished by the
Egyptian king, Pharaoh-nechob, about six

ty years later Nebuchadheszar encamped |
here with his immense Assyrian host.  Hav.
ing taken Jerusalem, he brought king' Zede-
kiah and sons to Ribleh, where, afier slaying
the sors, he put out the kings eyes, and took
him bound in chains to Babylon. (Sece 2d
Kings, 25:6,7 ; Jer. 39:5-7.) -7
Opposite to Ribleh the two great parallel
mountain chains of Lekanon and Anti-Leba-
non extenging nearly one hundred miles have
their northern termination, the former break-
ing down abruptly on the west about six" or
eight>miles distant, and the latter terminating
in a semi.circnlar sweep about the same dis.
tance on the east. The great plain of the
Buksa already referred to, which lies be-
tween these two parallel ranges, hera joins
the vast plain of Homs, which stretches away

to the ancient ¢ity of Palmyra, and the great
river Euphrates. .

This northern -extremity of the Bukaa
where it emerges from between _the two
wountain ranges, is I little doubt, the great
geographical pass or opening, known in the:
Seriptures as the “entrance of Hamath,”
(Numbers xxxiv:8,) the city and territory of
Hamath being immediately north of Homs.

At Riblch we came once more upon the
river Orontes, which was here perhaps thirty
or forty yards wide. .
~ Wo had thus far been traveling east of the
river, but a5 we were told that il was unsafe
‘to travel further in this direction on account
of the rovirg Arabs that infested the great
open plain to the north and eastward, we de-
termined to cross over the river and pursue
the remainder of our journey on the western
bank. Some villagers were just.about to’
ford the river as we came up,and following
close behing them, we had no difficulty in ef.
fecting the crossing. )

We found traveling on the western side of
the river quite tedious on ‘account of the
swampy nature of the ground, which com.
pelled us to make many long eircuits in”or.
der to avoid getting into thenire.

About half-past-four, p. m., we arrived at
a large artificial mound on the summit. o
which is a village and an imnmense Moslem
tomb.surmounted by a white dome. The
mound is colled Tell Neby Mindau (i. e. the
hifl of the prophet Mindau.): This mound
with its prominent dome had been in sight
nearly the whole day. We found here some
large hewn stones and fragmems of pillars,
the remains of somne anciznt city, . :
We pitched our tent by the banks of
a litle; stream of water, and while we
were eating our simple sipper of boiled rice’
and milk, the villagers'came around us. and
asked me il | was & consul,and wished to
know why I did not pay my respects to the
governor of the town, - .
Near by us some of the native peasantry
had formed an encampment where they - had
been spending several days in gathering. in
They seemed quite
alarmed at.our faking up our guarter so near”
them saying that the robbers would be ot
tracted by-the'sight of our tert, and would
come upon them by night and take away all
their property. Wo tried to. quiet their
fears, but they finally all vetired to the vil-
lage, leaving us the sole occupants of the field,
We passed the night vurdisturbed, and -the
next morning resumed cur journey baving
but five hours” more ‘0 Homs, * We found
however- that it would take a much longer
time than this, if we continued on the west-
ern side of the river, for we should be obliged
to make many long detours 1n order to avoid |
the swamps and ‘marshes that lay before ve.:
We resolved, therefore, to recross the Oron-
tes if on inquiry, we should find tho road- on
the enst banjk tolerably safe. Presently “we

hundred years before Christ, and about thir- |

and then we breathed more freely and thank-
ed God for cur deliverance.

lake, we met 8 man who informed us that
there werc several parties of Arabs in ad:
vance of 'us, and he urgently advised us to
change our route.
out of the raad o the westward, and in th
way avoided the large band of men whom
we saw in the distance._ .

miles off, and thinking all danger was ~over,
and seeing that-the course we were taking
was leading us considerably out of our way,
1 proposed to Saleh that we turn back into
the directiroad.” Saleh hesitated, but fipally
assénted, saying as he did so, * May Allah
give ns péace.” ‘

fore we observéd another arined band ap.
_proaching. Agnin our fears and apprehen-
sions were excited, and again’ we found it
necassary - to summon all our courage.
came up to them snd passéd them.as we did
the first company we met, simply~ bowing
und giving the customary salutations. - Some
of the-party looked coldly
turned our gresetings.

gate called ** Turcoman,” and a fow minutes
afteswards received the cordinl welcome of
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson at their own house.— 4 <
Found them-and their. children and Sada all afterwards
well, They bad nearly given up the hoped
of seeing me, thinking perhaps that-on ac-
count of the unsafe state of the country, 1
had abandoned all idea’of visiting them.

related to them how for two days past I had
been rutming the gauntlet “between -thieves
and robbers, from the den of old ‘Abu Aulee
to the gate Turcoman,
| W., “and the nearer you got to Homs, the
more your danger increased.” [ replied that
the fact of my being a Frank was probably
the reason why | had not been molested.—
“ Yes,” said Mr. Wilson, ¢
saved you."” :

passing near a field in which

camo to a bridge across the river, where there
were flour mills in bperation. I answer o
out interropation the ;»wﬁlp'_ informed us that
‘thie road 1o the east of the river wAs quite
jinpassable.on account of the robbers, al.
though sotve declared thefe was no’ danger..
Finally, a large,” qlqtic!z;ip‘g.’ Jooking fullow
‘camié Torward and offired for a sum of mon-.
6y to.escort us to Tloms™ in safely. 1 re-
‘markéd to Saleh: * If this map 1s not afraid,
of thié Bedouins, why should we bel ",
" Whereapon we whipped, up cur ‘animals,
“crossed the 'Jrigln,;:..m &9’ east bayk, and were
“once more on’ the ‘direct road to Homs.—
‘Passing through two or three sinall: villsges,:
in about an hoiir s we reached’ the' Lake - of.
Kades, also called Lake of Homy, and through
which the: Orontés flows. . The Lakeis about.
five miles long, and perhaps two miles wide.
Near ghg.i;egf'ogmq Loke is a small island,
on which'is an aytificial tound. like-that. at.
Mindau,  There are many of these mounds
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scattared (hroughout this patt, of Syrisy. sud

towns whose names and history have for thé
most part perished. - We had not proceeded
far along the border of the lake, before we
descried in the distance a large party of Arabs
thirty or forty in' number-mowmted on " cam.
els and horses, advancing towsrds-us. They
were dressed in loose robes of black,” goats
hair cloth; and armed with long spears which
were decorated with tufts of ostrich feathers
eight or ten inches from the point. The ap-
pearance of this company was under the cir-
camstances anything but agreeable to ug, and
we could hardly suppress the thought that it
would have been better. for us, notwithstand-
ing the swampa and bogs, 10 have kept on the
other side of the river. * But now it .was too.
late to retreat, and therefore plucking up our
coursge, and bracing ourselves firmly in our
stirrups, we prepared to meet the enemy. . 1
led the van-mounted on”. my white “eharggr.’
 next came the animal with thie baggage, and
lastly, Suleh, astride of bis little gray dankey
brought up the rear.  This was our whole
disposable force.. O they came * the whisk.
ered pandoors and the fierce huzzars” but.
however great the dizparity in our respective
xlumbers,;and however many our misgivings,
‘e felt that it was important to msintain our
sell: possession and exhibit no_signs of fear,
and necordingly we determined to attnck the
enemy neither on their right wing or lefi.but
march directly toward the “middle of their
front rank. - .

edly as the exigencies of the casc would per-
mit, and the result was our complete success,
for as soon:as we came up to them, the Ar-
abs opened to the right and left, and they re.
tornipg our friendly. salutations in their deep.
guiteral tones, we passed through their midst
as safely as the'children of Israel passed thro’
the waters of the Rled"Sea. We turned and
fooked at them, and they turned and looked
at us, they perhaps wondering At our pre-
sumption, quite as much as we admired tireir
unaceustomed lenity. 3

we arrived at Xoms at half-past-onle o'clock,
truly gratefol to the kind Providerice which
had lrought us safely through alb: the dan.
gers of the way.

incident which occurred in my . experience
several years sgo in America. -Dang .on’ a
visit to uncle B—=—;iu the village of H—ro,
[ strolled out one morning

when I perceived s thick, stout man urging
his way, toward me with as much celerity as
his unwieldy propellors would ‘admit, dnd
venting horrible oathis and imprecations.
w1004 still, quietly awaiting rmy fatd,, but he
only lookad at me, and then passed on_with
bis hands ull of stones, exclaiming’ with- a
stentorian voice, Pl teach the rascals ‘not
to get intd my meadow again:  this makes
‘three times I've dfiven ‘em out_ this ‘week.”

him of what had occurred, he remarked with.
a peciliar, knowing’
1stic of himself, «
‘you
it'would seom that s ;
the same-poténcy with the " Arabs " that

lias got his spies.out watghiing every one who |
comey to this house.” ¢ Yes,” replied the
person addréssed, “we ‘shall be “doubly
cursed and excommunicated to-day : bat nev-
er fear—Iet us stick together to the last.” I
drew 'my chair towsrds them, and entering
into the conversation, endeavored t6 point
them to God as the.true source of all strength.
and consolation, and urged them to stand |
firmly for Chirist ard his gospel. "I repeated -
to'them tho words,  Fearunot them which kill
th2 body, but arenot able to kill the 'soul:
but rather fear him which is-able to destroy .
both soul and body in hell.” - * Blessed are
e when men shall revile you and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for my sake” &ec. Surely these
| persecuted young men deserve our warmest
sympathies and earnest prayers. s
On Monday, Mr. W. and mysélt spent .

| an_hour or two.in walking.about the streets.
of Tloms. - Of the aity 1 need ‘not here par-
ticulurly speak. Its high walls and massive  F -
gates, its lofty mound and ruined fortress, .
its numerous mosques and ainarets, its hous-
es of unburnt brick, and dusty streets,-its’
odorous gardens and un.que bazars: these
have already been sufficiently described- in;
‘our previous letters home - .o

On Tuesday morning,.according to previ-
ous arrangement, Mr. W, and myself, ag--
compavied by Saleh, and a- young man
named Saliba, set out for 8 visit to Hamath,
seven or eight hours® ridefo the north. Our -

- . |road lny directly across a part of the great
We advanced as composedly and undaunt- | piain thart siretches far awzl:y from Homg on .
every side, and throughout the whole dis- -7~
tance was nearly as level as the surface of

the untroubled sea.: If a railroad should ever

be bujlt here, little or no'grading would be
required. After riding three hours-and-a- ;
half, ive reached Riston, a whalled town of :
~ome two or three thousand inbmbitants.—
We noticed fragments of fallen columps and - ¥
capitals, and ‘other ancient ruins near- by.—
Mr. Wilson infurmed me that this is the on-

ly village in all that region that does not pay
black mail to the: Arabs of the desert. The
roving bands of pluhdering Bedonins de-
scend suddenly ‘wpon the small villages and .~
towns, and extort from the aflrighted, de- =
fenscless inhabitants large sums of money, - =
and take from them such amount of grain .~
und cattle ns they please, The people of
Riston, however, have combined and armed
_themselves in self-defence. They daall their

| ploughing together upon the same day.—

They also plant together and reap together, .
being always prepared to repel attack, .Oth. | '
er villoges have atteinpted to follow their .
example, but' have been forbidden by the
Sultau~to purchase.arms; he, fearing lest,af-
ter a time, the§ shbuld become stroog enough
to resist the exactions of the government.—
Thus the pdor inhabitants ,of the plain are
neither protected by their rulers, nor dre al-; .
lowed ta protect themselves. ~ Anunjustand * °
‘despotie government levies heavy tasesupon -
them, and then leaves them .a prey to brig- - . 3
ands and robbers. And this i$ the reason ~ G
why larjre, extensive tracts of land in this,
one of tho most beautiful, “fertile countries
in the world, are left wholly uncultivated and
desolate. At Riston 'we came’.again upon
the'rivér Orontes, whichh we crossed on a
long, well-bnilt bridge, of at" least .a dozen
arches. ;An hour or moie) afterwards, we
rode along.the base of three hills or mpunds .
that seemed to stand isolated in the plainand | .
from behind which, as Mr. W. informed me,

the Arab.frecbooters frequently pounce upon
-the travelers and-caravans that pass between
Hamath and Homs. We kept our eycs
tarned suspiciouslyNtowards™ the hills, until
‘we left them quite behind us, and two hours
, about-3-p. m., we entered the
southern gate of Hamath. Passing through
several streets, we penetrated to the midst
of the city, where we pitched our tent on the
banks of the sume river which | had thus far
followed fiom its very source., A few feet
from vs was an immense -water wheel, 70
feetin diameter, which revolved by the force
of the currént, snd which, by means of boxes | "
attached-to the circumference, elevated the
water:to an nqueduct, some 60 feetabove the .7 -
river, thus irrigating the neighboring gardens,
and supplying the people with; water.  The
hideous noise causéd by the slow revolution of
this gigantic wheel about its huge wooden ax-
letree, exceeded by tar anything of the kind 1
liad ever heard. It was like the combination
of a thousand creams and yells and unearth.
ly gronns mingled with the howlings of wild
beasts, the braying of donkeys, and. the
screechings of innumerable wheelbsrrows
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We were not long in getting out of sight,

Arriving at the lower extremity of the
We accordingly turned

Homs was now in full view, abont five
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We had hardly gat tack inte the road be-

We
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8t us;’ others re.

YWithout further interruption or incident
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“ Yes, said Mrs.

your Yrook hat

“This remark x;cc:illeé to my mind -a little

for a walk, and
"

ass! d in which:some boys were | 144 ypareased, cartwheels, It forcibly re- !’

picking strawberries, [ joined them.. In al minged me, to ascend from the ridiculous to

few monents the boys.suddenly started Up | ing qublime, of Milton's_descriptiod of the -

and rushed bif. me in breathless haste, calling | horrid sound produced by the opening of the -
out to mé, * Run, run! old Sam’s- voming!  gates of ‘Pandemonium : - :
old Sam’s coming!” I immediately'put on « Ona suddeh open fiy : ‘ !
my double periscopics that I might better ug-} - Witk impetaous recoil and jarrin : found E
derstand the natury of the dabger [ was i, Th' infernal doors, and on-their 4 grate ﬁ
and the source from whence it proceeded, Harsh thunder.” . e M

Thero were about twenty of these wheels,
some ot & smaller size, along the river'indif- |
ferent parts of the city. They are called by .
-the Arabs Na.cora, and at times their clangor
may be beard for miles. I have heard the
deep gutteral grunting of over-loaded camels - ;
stagrpering under their heavy burdens ; 1 have "::
heard the growling of Herr Driesbach’s hun-
gey-hyeras and tigers “wher impatient. for
their food ; I bave listened to the booming of
the wide-mouthed cannon, and ‘to. the mid- ¥ 3 %
night bowling of the fierce winter winds; I~ ¢ ¢!
have heard the roaring of. the ses, Niagara,
and thender, but I bave nover heard any-
thing: before like the voice of the ponderous
Naarra; - N

. -Little before sunse

On returning to my uncle, and informing

‘look, perfectly character-
Do yo’u know what saved
7°it was thoge spectacles.”’ Aund so now

my Kossuth hat possessed .

t we wént into a, Greok:

« the.
spectacles had with-**old Sam.”* - - * .- Ichurch near by, and remained til! the time of ., § i
¥ The remainder.of the afternoon after my | the evening: ‘prayers. There were only .3 o
‘arrival'st Homs, I 'spent it conversing: with | twelve or fiftecn present. The priest, in the ' PR
Mr. W. on matters connected with our nis-| usual nasal twang of ‘his order, went rapidly : »i

.house, yet such was their.desire to bear and| hoofs, aud barbed tails, - were tormenting
inderstand the gospel that they persisted .in'} their victims-by thrusting ‘spears and .forks
goming.. 'One g:; the bigoted. bishop be-| into'their hodies; pulling out their'eye}, flay-

e probably the sites of sacient citiss snd

'
> -

~

sionary. work.: The next day was- tha: Sab.
‘bath,
come t0-me,
splrit. ~Mr.
morning, and in.the-altérnoon I
a small but sttentive andience: from-Rom.;:
‘wii, § +.¥ If sy man bave )
"Cheist, he.is none af‘his.” « During: the_day-
I.had an opportunity of conversing with sev.
* eral young men wha had borng much. perse-
<cutiop. on accouns of 5
“Thoy.had been frequently. fqrb(@dgnvl‘:ly,
.bishop and priesis - Wi

came 3o envaged h :
for bis maply defense. of freedom of thoughty’
that he knocked
dealing’such & ith 8
nearly 1o put out the youug mans eye.. This{ men:
bistiop is Dotesious, througho ;
fox s ik teper, and it is & well eatablished |

through the service; after which some of the - " ..
people paid-their-stupid devotions to the pic-
turz-of the Saints and of .the: Virgin Mary,
‘One large ?icmla“nu;spended against the wall, *
and partially concealed:from view by'a cali- > ~
o0 curlain, sttradted our attention, At our
- réqoest, the ‘vail Wa# withdrawn, and thepic-
tare-proved to be an exhibition of the infer. -
Fnal-regions, - ~‘Groups”of ‘men Were repre-
sented as being tormented in the midst of 8 -
.birning, sulpharcus like; the lurid flames. -
.and smoke rising around them on every side,
while devils of various forms, with homgand

aud its sweet, quiet rest was most wel-
and refreshing both to body and
W.had ‘a.Bible .Clsss -in- the:
on | preached. to.

uot:the, spirit of

lhﬂii‘ ’QQQ of:,’-hﬁ 3 uﬂ!h.'v
their

9
8

to. enter . Mr, -

.ing-them'. alive, disémbowelling " them, and
using many other equally horrible' modes of
‘inflicting agony and - pain. =~ We were' told
that the design of the picture was to impel |
to do right by exbibiting to. tggm’ the -
ueiices of doing wrong. -~ We,: howev.
m.& {o perceive that tho‘piem_nhadhsq

at ona of these youug ‘men:

him down in bis own’ house,
heavy blow with his-cane aa

jut tha countey.
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