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: Rights, Nature, m‘i‘"gi“n, and Deistiny,
fr seems thus, upon the authority of thits
L griter—and we might quote any amount of

" philolegical authority tovthe same effect, or
st Teast for thé liypothesis in respect 1o the
European linguages- ofla common- Asiatie
“(of south-western ‘Asia) origin, Sinserit or
Semitic] or of all together—for these Asiatic
Jongues ‘are all intimately related -among
themselves—=it scemis thiis that the languages
-of* Europe_ are derived from Oriental sources :’
-and of the languages sre. derived thence of
course the people must be: hot’ ouly it

" seems’the modern lapgunges, but the ancient
languages also of Burope—tlie Greek and
the Latin~from which it appears that the

. progenitors of the ancient Greeks and _Ro-
mans must have been derived fron: the same
source: “And thus ‘we. observe the - strong
*and increasing probability there is—with re-
speet to Europe especially—not merely that
it is- largely " and“Predomiriantly Asintic—

- which will not be disputed—but that it is
originally entirely so-—only an Asiatic" colo:

uy, its people -somewhat diversified amon

* themselves and from the original’ stock . by
lacal influences—fromi” the- earliest historic
“dates,we gbserve men coming out of the
East;and numerous significant indications;

- -amounting with respect to this fact to scarce-
ly less-than authentic history, all>pointing in”
-the same djrection, from a much-earlier peri- |
_od-=men continually swarming outiof the

_ rection in such 3 manner\ as to - afford any’
_presumption that the source:or supply has
been an oniginalione—side curfents, indeed,

"eraiss currents, and'slight oceasional counter- .

currents, there hage ‘been, Bu‘t. notking upon
which to.fountl any such presumption as this.
L4 Westwird tlic course of empire takes its way,"
“'is & common observation—the-great-and gen-
eral course of emigration has been westward;
but We confidently-challenge the rattempt to
show any reason’ why"it 'should be so; other
" than the cne we are hereconsidering, .that |/
ihe one streamn of human existence - fook its f
rise from some locality * Eastward” - All

other. considerable emigrations have ‘taken .

_place by invitation and allurement—imndn.
have been allured out by the hope: of fnore.
cligible situations—thie prospect of- Ficher
harvests and faiver viimes, But i this ease, |
on the contrary, they“have been appareny
driven cut-3the movement has evidently

" been & préeess of etolation—has taken plate |-
-frony a develdping, & centrifugal tendencys- |
soon met on the one ‘side by the -edstern
ccean, the rising tide was forcibly impelled
westwird.  Iad there_ been an ~origmai

" stock in Europe as well as in ASia, the course
of emigration and of conquest-would most
cortainly have been eastward instead of west-
ward 3 for_the -incitements by {which;® with }:

. this single exception, great emijgrativns are
uiformly moved, very much preponderate
in that divection ; and Eurcpe, clearly, is

“naturally adapted to pfoddte the mure” vig|
orous race of men, mentslly and physicaliy. .
Sgppnse ‘the early. scttlemerits of the Puri-

) g;'ss, the Cavaliers, the Hyguenots; &e.,on
this-continent,” had been -upon- the Lucific

cuast instead of the Adantitywhich way niust-

‘the general course uf-emigration have been ?

Suppose’ New England had been, scttled be.

fare ofd England, whither would the tide

have'set? and following up the reverse pro-
cess, whither by necessary inference does ity
cunduct us to the starting-point? Or, sup-
posé the Atlantic and Pacific eoasts iad been
settied at or about the samg period of time,.
aed’under similar suspicesfwould there ever
have been witnessed a general’ flow . of emi.
gration in either. difection across ~the™ whole
Lreadth of the continent ? or, upon this suf-
position. between old England and-New.Eng.
land, or, as between any two countries,across
the whole field of iew 2 Of Gourse; there
could not Bave been; from which again we
distinetly arrive at the same necéssary con-

\usion as before. ‘ T
~ And now while we ohserve. that. Europe
bas been “thus repeatedly overflowed from
Asig, rendefing it probable, hay, alurost cer-
. t;xf{?‘th; respect to her that her population
istiginally and wholly derived thence, can
we.reasonably. conclude thdt Africa, 'more
compactly sitosted with reference to the
wme region, more adcessible from 1tand ly-
ing"in a southerly direction with the clue of
the Nile to donduct around the great desert
iuto the-central portions of the continent—
_can we reasonably conclide that she did not
also receive ber stotk of inhabjtants front the
same sourge 2—that thus situated she had an
* independent centte of genésis of her own is
the supposition. favored by the analogy of the
- Digjne Methods,” -Frem the long barbarisoh |
of- Africa in relation-to the bulk of ker peos
ple sf\course fewer vestiges,scrutable proofs-
of their aboriginal derivation remain than we

find with respect to the ‘Europeans.  Bug \that we so muth and so justly admire of these

even Africy is not without hef witnesses, and
hiere agaiu the a pribrj conclision is also the
inductive. We have here the uniforf testi-
mony of ancient records: supported by all
tradition and ip rélation to Egypt avd - Ethi-
* opin—so far_as investigation his proceeded
—the-very kindred and very siguificant rela-
“tiauship of their ancient ruins as ‘compared
with-the palcologie rerains in*India and wth:
. er_Asiatic countries, and still more gigmficant
ite kinship of languages, in_this ease “as “in
the ¢ase ofEurope a_ material part of-the
cvidence. . As.between the Sanserit nndSe-
mitic languages,- the Egvptic and. Ethiopic
idioms, thte similarity - of themes and ety-
mons, and the correspondence of names ‘and
- appgilatiops of places and.men in the respect-
ive eountries, are sich- as; according -to - au-
thorities could not at'all be rensonably sup-
jed™o have been theé. result “of accident,
and'they. trace_the -latter dialects -direetly
back to the forier as the parent tongues.—
_Fromvall which it seems that the original
course of African emigration must Have been
- pithe valley 6f the Nile, ‘or in a general

sontberly direction as far at least as. ancient { "=
-Etiiopia; and-when once men ‘were. arrived |-

-
&

! the- south-western - limit of that, country,
they were'alifiost in the heart «f the’ contin.
ez, aud how Very.: probable does it this ap.

_Pear that the Africans also went out original-
Iy from the same countries-and the one same
parent stock with the ‘Europeans.® ~ ™
—_— - 7 : )

o See! generally upon these . subjecta-  Observa-
Bions and idquiries relating to various parts of ancient
Vistwry &e., together with an account of Egypt i its
st early stite,. and of the Shepherd Kings &e,,
&e.” By Jacob Bryant, MDOCLX VU~ particularly

. at pige 1162118, 2 work-by ——— Maurice,

. relating to the history of the idea of the Trinity and
Giher subjects, R ) - .
“ ~ 0

-valley was primitively fenny and unsettlea:

‘\'-Yhole eastern continent—if only a-presump.
"tion, a-presumpticn “certainly - much better

igators—=the difficulties of a passage from the

Jeast was the case with respect to one great

“East, ds from st overflowing fountain, to. |
ward the West, but moving.in no .pther di. {

of all the specches of the bubbling enrths—

speech the unity of origin.}

-and substructions, have been thoroughly ex-
plored, we inay perhaps be ableé to reduce
the subject to historic .certainty—may per-
haps not unreasonably hope ta-construct per-
i tree’ ot the faces, showing it springing from
a single germ, and throwing out ity ramifica-
“tions nerthward and southward, eastward and

discussing: them, or the general question. of

mental qualities aud -characteristics; and it is

N

sgu:e * deep-moral consciotsness,” the, same

agonies, and anguish. T
of homun character, do they Jack ?- what fac.

—your Platos and Ciceros, your Bacons and .
Guethes, Lockes and " Newtons ? Aug how
soon, upun a theatre where continually ]

as to-pass unnoticed.§- Can'the acutest met-
aphysivian- point out any distinction in these

‘tended. The differehice insisted upon, then,

originally epdowed with the same acutveness,
strength, and viger of mind, in every re-

 hest advantage.  But it does not follow,

a

- originally superior to them. On the contra.

_some thousands of years ago, their past his-

N

 in every dialcet .of the opeient world arc clearly

‘becatise I» b

"been in par¥¥own the Nile 3 for- thé lower
ble; x_lnd,'ci\;i'ﬁzn‘tiou. of necessity commenc-
ing above, proceeded, of courie, downward,
a8, in process of time; the marshes dried or
were feclaimed.* Thus much appears strong-
Iy probable with respect to Africs and to the,

supported than the otlier to which it ‘stands
opposed. oo T ‘
With respect to this western -continent, it
may be observed that it Jis not improbable’
that primitively—to rude and unskillful nav.

eastern to the western cuntinent. were not as
great as they might be at the present time—
that a¢ the first the bosom of the - Atlantic
may have been partially bridged by-a ‘chain
of islands at narrow intervals, whichi were
subsequently submerged by repeated convul-
sions of Nature. Jt -appears that “such at

island oft the const of Africa, toswhich allu-
sion s made bys ancient. writers; and anti.
quaridns are of opinion that they -discover
imporiant evidences™in the urbin ruins and
various structural remains of -the . aboriginal
inhubitants of this continent,’that they were
of eastern origin.} And-lere, we may re.
mark in closing this part of the subject, isan
impartant field of investigntion but jast en.
tered upon; we but just begin to know what
memeditos the early generations have leftbe-
hind them : apd when this ficld has been
more fully gone into we may mot unlikely
be able to trace with great clearness the par
ticulsr and remote courses. of the primeval
emigrations from the one locality * eastward”
throughout the world: The argument ' from
the pending conuection of languages was
sufficient to convince the eminent scholars of
the.Jast centary, even in its still very impeér-
fect state. - They thought they could " discar-
er evident traces of aoue primitive univer-
sal langiage, the mother” Eve of languages-

as the Gther.is of men:.and thence surely
and confidently inferred from the anity of
And when cam.
parative. philology and other forms of anti-
quarian research have had. their - perfect
work”—uwhen the tomnbs of the * dead past,”
the * Runed Temnples,” the mouldering piles,
the crypts and catacombs, the superstructions

feetly in the future, the great * genealogical ¢

westward—every ~way—antil- it filled the
whole earth. « RS

Thus far our remarks -and. <ititions have
been rather preliminaty than otherwise, sub.
ordinate, and incidental 10 the main subject
of inquiry which we proposed to ourseives
Uur primary ohjeet was—ariginally bur sole-
purpose—an examination- inte the mozal as.
pects of the subject, mental qualities and
characteristics, so far ag they ‘are crigjeal of
ruces—their origin and explanation exclusive
ly; hut from the subsidiary importanee of
some of these minor poinis, we have beer
led into a somewhat extended notice of
them, though without any-design of formally
buman uwnity.  Qur principal opject Was
with reference to this branch of the subject
that we deny the alleged inferivrity of the
African race, 6t any original psychological
distinction of races : if the distinetion is p<y-
chological and metaphysical, it must be indi-
cated by metaphysical criteria, But where.
in do they consist, and what are they ? That
the Africans are endowed with all the -intel-
lectual faculties of perdeption, refficiion, re-
tention, &c., will ngt be demed. They pos-
sess, certainly, in & preeminent degree, the
strong and persvading social sympathies by
which great cbipmnunities of men are bound
together and controlled, and which are samong
the great distinetive propettjes of our univer-
sal humanity—catching, kindling, and firing
whole nations to noble purposes-under the
impulse of. a single mind. They  have the

spiritual aspirations, “affections,. hopes, and
fears. Their hearts are soothed by:the same
peace and serenity, thrilled by the same joys
and exultatiuns, experience the saine sorrows,
What element, then,

ulty or sensitivity of the ncoblest -specimens

 Rising floods of knowledgé roll, -
And-pour and pour-upon the soul,” -

would the most ordinary of them exceed all

N . Y
men, and all differences be so nearly merged

respects, any that is constitational and ele.
mental 2 We suppose it. will not be con.

canuot be a difference in kind, but only in
degree—~only that the African race are not

spect.  But here, again, we interpose a broad
atd emphaticdenisl. The,charge, 1o this ex-
tent even, is-an-unsupported assumption—a
proposition without evidence, and entirely
against the probtabilities of the case. It is
true, Europe is the theatre vpon which hith-
erto the Juman charzeter has appeared to

therefore, that the Europeans are. originally
different race of men from the Africans, or

ry, we maintain that, had the physical condi-
tion of the two-races been exactly. reversed

tory and present sfafus-—tbe “whole fact of

* The early course of émigration might have been-
~from ancient Chaldea or any section eastwurdly of
that—more naturally would be throagh Arabia across
the Red Sea and into the valley.of the Nile, first in
Etliopia (the course actually marked out by antiqua-
ties from archailogical investigations) and thence up- |
ward and downward along the river. .
~ t See:a work entitled ¢ American \A/t‘xliqﬁities,"
by Josiah Priest. ...~ . . L
- § Bo Sir Wm. Jones and Bryant Mawice. The
latter says, * The vestiges of the primeval language

traced in the claborate work of Count Gebeline.”
« § Talk to me, will you, about your right of prop-

p riverz
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{ the faney, by which-in such sisuations men

Euyrope is comprehended within the temp-
erate belt of the enrth's surface, or_at lenst
may. be &g, cosidered with respect to the
subjects of this ‘discussion,. while Africa lies
\mnin‘ly within‘the torrid zone, It is a uni-
versally aflmitted fact,-indeed in accordance
with all existing couditions, and the uniform
experiencg of history cari but be admitted,
that the temperate lutitudes ave much- better
stited ta the devélopment of chgracter thinn
either the [torrid or frigid.. The extreme cli.
mafes; by|their weight and saverity’ greatly
oppress thie animal organism, which of course.
in the sarrje proportion oppres«es the activity
and vigor of. the mind. inducing duliness avd
‘apathy and consequent xuibeckility. And -hare-
in consisty the primdry obstacle to human
improvement and .progress. ~ Man ‘in hie
uriginal state of nature is a being of limited
and feeble powers' of locomation'; confined
therefore to a single spot of carth, within a
| narrow _circle of ~observation, and limited
range of inbjects, without mentat stimulos
he necessarily remains brutish, senseless, as.
inine-«-hi:}'infcrinr fife, his intellectual exist.

ence'is comparatively a point; like the poet’s
simpleton; * with scarce a dozen thoughts, he
thinks eagh o'er in its accustomed place,from
morn to hoon, .from noon to night, from
youth to *mﬂry age”'—thinks the * visual fine
that girts him ‘round, .the world's upmost
bound.” -|The great: question of improve.
ment is, How shall this tendency 1o stupidity
be counteracted 2 Tlow shall “curiosity be
enkindled| and the mind kept alert 7 Torpor,
stagnancy is the grand encmy. But in this
respect the Hyperboreans nre less unfavara.
hly situated than the races who dwell under
the torrid|zone, The former, by the neces«i-

the rigors of an inhospitable climate and the
difficulty bf extracting sustenance from an un-
grateful soil, are compelled to some depree
of activity and exertion some rude arts are
necessarily eultivated : and thus taskéd and
stimulated; the faculties’ of the mind and
body - ar
some sorT of gharacter, . Wiih respect to the
atter the ease is” much gore unfortunate :
the soil Hroduécs spontaneously -whatever is
necessary for human sustenance; little cloth.
ing or sthcr is 1equired, aud, thus unsup.
plied witrx any constant or regular motives
ta action; the inhabitants naturally yield to
the onerk~atix»g effect of their situation, and
=itk ‘down of course into 4 low state of tor.
-por, upathy, and " barbarism: while, in the
middle latitudes, from the fempered nature
of the climate and soil, labor, liberaily re-

- . . ~
Lwarded without being superseded, becomes

of health, wéalth, and vigor, activity and en-
terprise i by ‘the beadties of ‘Wature and - the
adornments of the handicraft-arts is genius
awsakened and stimulited, and literature with
its pofent and benign influences originated :
science, With its wonders, is _cultivated, and
the higher furms of art: philusophy, too,
with her questions cf deep and curious inter-
est, sulvpble or unsolvable, with all which
neverthdless the-mind wrestles and finds it
strengtly.  Aud thus is the mntive power of
society vastly.increased.  The wdubitants of
the t‘emzvemt,e latitudes, unlike those of the
frigid, a'rc nat moved alone by mere animal
necessity ; various liberal influcnced natural-
Iy spring-out of their sitnation : unlike those
of the tprrid, they are not exempt in the
mass frdm the necesstty of regular industry.
But the|condition of the latter is by far the
métrantortunate of all.« Almost” anything
is preféranle to an exgreme state of apathy,
for passign is necessartly the basis of all
exceli®ice of character, of all .improvement
and all_hope : it is to the moral world what
the prifeciple of fermentation is to the natur
al, without which there cotld be. no vegeta-
tion, and this.iu its natdre negative, nothing;
of itself of course it tends to nuthing. Any
situation of incitement and stimulus—auy
state of strugglesand conflict putting in  ¥Eq-
uisition] any faculties or elements cther than
thic mere passions of miurder and rcveﬁge. is
preferable to it.  Even a state of war, in
itself cpnsideréd, miay be so; for it is a pos-
itive fact, and. may tend to some possible
good, tp the development of some excellence
or excellences of character.®* An eminent,
writer upon the Philosophy of History has
said injrelation lo the wars of the Saxon
Heptarchy that -zome guperior qualities of
the Enplish character are doubtless in ~some
measure due to these early struggles. But
‘this ‘negzative, apathetic cundition, is - of ne-
cessity| entirely fruitlees and in proportion ss
the state of suciety approaches 1o it—as Jt
naturaly does undoubtedly more nearly i

tropical climates than anywhere ddse—justin
that proportion is it unfavorable to any form
of im;Lrévcment, There are, besides, With
respéct to Eurape, other still -more specific
chargeteristics proper to be.mentioned here.
“ Whén Nature,” says Dr. Taylor, “when
Nuture denied to Europe a soil rich in spon.
taneous productions, she gave ficlds that in-
vited to tillage, and-rewarded - the- labors of
cultivation.. . . . Europe is, throughout, except
where| local obstacles intervene, “susceptible
of agriculture ; and it iswnot for the most
part shiited to the chase or pasturage. Jis
inhabitants could not become nomade: Na.

regular ;}induﬂry with its beneficent fryits

“ture Herself forced them to adopt those regu.

far habits of jndustry which are the basis of
all sogial improvement and all social bappi.
ness.| To this.cause, as one out of many,
may |[the moral superiority, of Europeans
over siatics be in‘a-great degree attribut.
ed.” |- . .

Rut mare purticularly, what is the law of
-progress, of moral and material de

Thg first advances from -the state of ‘bar.
barisjn—the first civil communities appeartu
have|been agricultural nssociations on the’
banks of rivers. There is something attract.
ive an fascinating in the presence of a noble

ever unspent yet ever rolling itself
tically away-—something that charms’

are ipduced to fix for themselves permanent
seats, “There is, to men of unsettled and
roving habits, a sense of freedom and uncon-_
straifit in following, even in ilnagination, the
sinudus. course of & mighty riter thoudands

* T1 is evidently less likely toin tropical countries,
from ithe uaturslly extremely inartificial state of so-
cietyithere, it being in consequence more a contest
of brute force and of bruta) passicns, with litle of
a stritegetic'and nothing of a properly politic char-
actey| to put the higher qualities of intellect in exer-
cise, jand little too of a inoral character as connected
with s Jove of country, kindred, home, &c\., or as

invigorated -and, developed into |-

~

" growing out of a generous devoiion to- important

erty in my brother; higsthews and. sinews, merchan-
dising in his immorta spiris‘ and then sneer at me
eseBTItT . )
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_prin?ip\  of Civil Freedom, Justice, Humanity, &c.
‘ ‘ . .

L

dentary life are in some degiee relieved- and
compensated.  But they are more ‘powerful-
ly influenced to abandon their pastoral and
nomadic hahits by the exuberant. fertility of
the riparian soil, and the teeming . bounty
with which it repays the light labor of- culti-
vation, Historians tell us. that Egypt was

-the cradle of civilization, and naturally there.

foré, for no other coontry compares in fertil-
ity -with the valley of the Nile, S, too, up-
on the banks of the Euphrates and.its Neigh.
horing streams, in B:;hj'lunin and Ass} ria,
thoroughly temperate and beautiful mesopo.
tamian countries, civilization had an early
and pirtinl development. But more remark.
ahly in Egypt; and Egypt was alsoa mari.
time country.  In-Grecce and its isles was
the next more notable development of civili.
zation, derived, undoubtedly, as to its rudi.

A . . <« .
ments, m?re or'less directlygfromn these Ori.

eirtal sources ; and Greeee foo wag preemi-
nently & maritime country. _Then] in Italy,
a country of entirely similarposition,  And,
finally, in Britain, of & wholly maritime and
insulnr situativn,. Egypt, Greece, [taly, pud
Britain, the gencral centres and Tepresenta-
tives of civilization in their successive ages,
and all preeminently *maritime’ countries,—
And how ngw shall we generalize upon this
siccessive and uniform state of facts? _-We
speak not here with-reference to the imme.

diately madern era, of whichwe shall have

something to say hiereafter.  But what Is the
induction 2 Evidently just this: Thesg mar-
itime situations directly tended to ingite aud
promote commercial intercourse with remote
countries of diverse climate and producetions,
The spirit of commercial enterprise neeessa-
rily begets “agricultural and manuficturing

ty of pqu'idilng\sheller and profeetion from [industry at home, and the mechanic arts.—

These interests are” mutually promoted and
stimulated among themselves, acting awy re-
acting upon each other, and quickening every
departinent of human activity, practive and
soeculative, _And thus is the whold frame-
work of civilized life gradually evalved.

The seas are the highways of the nations;
and comnerce, commercial pursuits have
heen the world’s grand antiseduative, or, ds
Dr. Taylor has it, and which amounts to
much the same_import, *“Commeree has
bben the great civilizer of the nations.”* We
have said.that the great obstacle to human
improvement is torpor, stagnaney—that-the’
circle of- man'’s™ thoughts, and consequently
the sphere of his activity, remmins cogtracted
and uninterestmg, inducing $tupor and con-
sequent imbecility—and that the great ques-
tion is, how shall this tendency to. stupidity™

be catriteracted ? - Now, if yon can once get

a mai-fo lift up his eyes ard look all abroad,
you have gained an-important poiut with re-
spect tn that man'’s prospects of improve-
wient,  Wonld you educe and iniprove him,
extend the range of_his - vision,; multiply to
his mind the objects of attentiom, interest;
and curiosity; and this these matitime situ-
ations direclly tended to do. s "

The seas are the highways of the natioas. -
“lis impossible for us to comptchend the
Design of the Universe—the Archetypal
World; but we may reasonablg cenclude
that three fourths of our globe were not as.
signed for the mere accommadation of the
fishes, to one-fourth for thie habitation of- the
hun:an species—that a hundred and fifty mil-
lions square miles of vea were not necessary

1

for the purpose of supplying the remaining
fifty miliions of Jand  with water.

The sea
has uudocbtedly important moral uses, was
designed to have, aud the rivers too, as nat-
ural channels of intereommunication between
distant “countries smd various climates,—
When did light ever spring up entirely in.
land, in the midst of the Coutinents? When
was any form of imprevement ever known
to cominence there? [t is easy to see that,
had the.surface of our globe been oné solid
erust of earth, supplied with water and irri-

gatic from internal sources, or from numer-
ous =mall superficial reservoirs, the human-

race, in its various branches, long ere this,
from sheer stupor, must have rotted down
into superstition aud barbarism, utter, hope.
less, and umversal,  * Gpd Geometrizes,”
says Plato, in reference to Natoral Forms
and Broportions, * God-Geometrizes,” so al-
so néthless distinctly He Moralizes in the
Great . Bock of Nature the * Elder Serip.
tures.”  Says Dr. Taylor, in treating of Gre-
cian civilization, * The lonians were a mer-
cantile and commerdcial people Altics, great
part of Eubeea, several of the.islands in the
Archipelago, several colonies in Sicily and
Suuthdra ltaly, and far the maost flourishing
cities on thie coasy of-Asis Minor, were ten.
anted by that race.  The spirit of commer.
cinl and naval enterprise was a powerful
counterpoise to-the spirit of chivalry which
gave strength to the ancient aristocracy ; and
wealth acquired by trade overbulanced the
ivfluences derived from the possession of
landed estates.  © Well might the.. aristocra.
¢y of Sparta,” says Dr. Aruold,  dread the
intruduction of fureign manners, and comi-
plain_that intercourse with lareigners’, would
corrupt their citizens and seduce them to for-
sake the institution of their fathers, Tujus-’

‘tice and ignorance must fuil, if: the light be

fairly let in upon“them ; evil ean only be en.
joyed by thosé- who have tfiever tasted good.
The sea deserved to be hated by the old ~ar-
istocracies,inasmuch as it has beeri the might-|
iest instrument in the civilizalion of man-
kind. In the degths of winter, when the sky!
is covered with clouds, and the land presénts)

Jpne cold, blaiik, lifeless'surfuce of 3now, how
Tefreshing is it to the spirits to walk Jpo

the shore, aud to enjny the eternal freshoess’
and liveliness of ocean! ‘Even so, in the
deepest winter of the human yace, when the
earth was but one chilling expanse of inactiv-
ity, lifc was stirring in the waters. There
began that epirit, whose genial influence has
now reached the land, has broken, tha chains
of winter, atd covered the earth with beaus
"’}'-, ”f T )

There was nothing briaccointgble in Gree-
ish and Roman civilization—nothing peculiar
with respect 1o it, except in the climate and
natural situacion of the, cointries, It origin.
ated nceording to the uniform and” common.
ly remarked course of things, that-civilization
first springs ‘up upon the river-banks* and
along the sea coasts.. Any riacé'of men hap-
pening to full upon &3 valley of the Nile,
would naturally haveYormed themseclves in-
to a civil community, froin the operation of
causes alréady alluded-to, Egypt having its
situation upon the Mediterranean, that civili-

‘zation would,in the ordinary course of events;

"% Natural History Society, Vol I, page 67, -
t ‘Naturel History Bociety, Vol, 1, pages 95 96,
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to inhabit there, and, reflected from side to
side by-the intereourse and’ interaction of so

many different countries, peoples, and man.

ners acting and reacting upon each other i
a favoring climate, would. natorsily have a

very vigorous growth and perfect maturity ;

and Greoce and Mtaly being the_more mari-

time situations, it would of course fasten ear-

liest and most prominently upon them.—

There were, besides, certain other very spec-

ial and local reasons why it should do so,

“ Greece, both from. its vicimty fo -the civil-

ized countrics of Asia, and frqgn[ theéadvanta.-
ges of its geographical~pasition, scemed - de-
signed by nature to.hecome the gradle of Eu.
ropean civifization. Sufficiently fortife to re.
ward toil, it was nét so prolific as to suppirt
idleness, Varied in:its character, it did not
stimufate {ts inhabitants to’one branch of in-
dustry alone; it invited the cultivation of all.
One district was best suited to praduce'wine,
another oil, and a thied ‘corn: Arcadia sup-
Ylied pasturage for caitle; Thessaly ‘was
proud of its hors»s 5 the caasy, indented with
numerous bays and harbors, afforded every
facility to navigation and commerce : Grecce
‘was not exclusively agricultural, pastoral, or
comnercial ; but it ‘was all three together.
“The very nature of the country not unly in-
vited to industry, but immediafely suggested |
the exchange of commodities,”™*

- -The same remarks, to a considerable ex-

tent, - will applg with respect to ltaly. ., The

Roman Empire, moreover, greatly. served to

confirm and develope the incipient Egropean

influence.  And this again was the cfeature
and the offspring ot the nmuml',situu}ion of
the country, Upon no other spot” of “the
earth could, that fabriec n ‘that. age of the
woild have been reafed. At the present
day, by the facilities for intercommunication,
all things tend to unien and confederation.
A féw'nundred yedrs since, it was far other
wise.. But the Empire was muidly a belt’of
country lyipg around the Mediterranean and
the waters immediately communicating there-
with. The seat of the Empire was upon a
vist promontory projecting into the niiddle
of-that sea. _From the mivuths of the Tyber
to she extreme phints of it—the city of "Al
exandris in the Eqast, and the Pillars of ITer-
cples in the West—vessels ‘were frequently
carried>hy prosperous winds in seven to ten
days.  And by the facilities thus afforded in
concentrating armaments and munitions of
war, for the purposes of conquest, Lo suppress
insurrection, and repel invasion—by the com-
munity of interest and sebtiment which a
penple 1hus situated must naturally fecl, was
the- Empire coustructed, cemented, and per-
petuated, in an age long'prior to thé era of
steam pavigation, railroads, and telegraphs
Aund think you now is it any wonder, consid-
ering the advantages of the Rumans+an in-
tand sent of spacious dinensions, a sort Qf nau- |
tical gy mnasium in which to traid, exercise, ;
and develope thedr skill and courage—outly-
"ing possessions to invite them outward, aund
tempt themn toward the open sea—a setthed,
permanent, and maguifitent system of gov-
ernment, fitted to undertake and encourage
grent enterprises—consideriug all these ad-
vantages, and reflecting’ that they yet -never
ventored beyond the iminediate European |
waters, should it be any wonder to us—dues
it argee any inferiority, that Africa, oppress- |
ed by the weight of u toreid eliinate, and un- |
incited, should have remained tnrgld and un-,
enterprising—that she should have growd ex-
tremely so 7 Would it nat rather be matter
of wonder if she were otherwise? With all
their advantages, the southern eape of Afvica
was never doubled by Europeans tidl near
the close of the fifteenth century of the chris-
tian era, and it was then considered an event,
of such magnitude that all Europe was astir
with it. One of her most distinguighed po-
ets made it the subject.of a very celebrated
heroic poem—an event which, together with
the discovery of the New World, is very
proper to be mentioned in this-convection, at
least in passing. They comununicated a vast
impulse to the ‘European mind, of cvery
grade and description, in the multiplicity of
new objects revealed, of vulgar and scientific:
interest and curiosity, and the universal stim-
ulation of the spirit of activity-and adventute.
Let it uot,be said that they were planned
and cxecuted alone by European genius and
enterprise, The New World would never
have been discovered without the Mariuer's
. Compass, and for this we are :immediately
tand from a comparatively quite,recent date
indebted-to the Asiatics, ns we are also fur
three other of the greatest inventions of mod-
ern times—printing, gunpowder, and the art
of paper-muking, and undoubtedly many of
the rudiments of our entire system of civiliz-
ation. ’ U T

If now it should be asked, why did not the
Egyptian and Assyrian civilizations spread
themselves along the southern border of
Asia, as well as Europe, or why did not a
native civilization spring. up !and flourish
there, as well, in ‘those mariiime countrics,
‘along their coasts and on the banks of their
mighty rivers ?—if the question is propound-
ed with a view to found upon it an inference
‘of the superiority of the Europeans over the
Asiaties, we inight answer it, and repel the
inferénce, by the fuct already embodicd, that
Europe has been again and again subjugated
by the Asiatics; from which fact it also fur-
ther appears that if there was an original Eu.
ropean stock, it must bave been inferior since,
.with the more favorable.location, it has nev«,
ertheleds, repeatedly yielded tp the eastern
stock. We might answer the interrogatory
by replying this fact; but we wish to an-
swer it on broader grounds, and we do s0~
in part only for the present—by observing
that civilization is. s _plant-.of sluw growth,
and thc causes which favor its germiinating
may operate to prevent. ils futiire growth
and final devélopment...*A luxurious climute
und an exuberant soil may inducé barbarians
to abandon their roving habits, and will solt-
en their minds to the loye of order and Jaw
and the arts of peace ; but, these endsaccom-
plished, the same causes will infallibly tend
to that staguation which is so fatal to sll im-

tion of other supervenient causcs,  That .the
climate of Soutbern. Asia is.very much more
depressing’ than.that of Kurope, is a clearly
observable and, we suppose, undisputed fact ;
and that the soil is proportionally more spon-
taicous and exdborant is likewise an obsery:
able faet, and is also proved by the immense
mass of torpid life existing there, with com-
paratively little labor, or exertion-of any
kind, - "There is, besides, in those reglons, no

.—:Nuu_nl History St.u;iety, Vol I, inge»Bé." A

| vaded that va<t hady onée so powerful, so'in.

eivilization, and to perfect and perpetuate its |

- ot S
Europeans are originally and constitutionally

‘times they do,” mterposed a secdy logking.

provement, unlcse preverited. by the opera- |-

of the part which the great European Medi-
terranean has played in the civilization- of
that ~continent, " But the exposition of the
chief considerafion here will more properly
occur-in another connection—the suhjoct pre-:
sents no difficulty. ° C .

——me— .

The.Roman civilization arese; flourished,
and ~notwithstandiag the advantages of the
situation--culminated, paised,.stotd, and at
length began to_decline, So enrly as the
reion of the Antonines a decay was:distinetly
visible, which, procecding with sté'{xdilj' seeel
erated foreo, at length hrought dewa ail the
long glories of the Republic and the Empire
to-the dust. A torpor and degenerncy in- |,
stinet with Heaith and «trengtln, until the
<pirit and vigar were eonsnined ot of it
Supr}nso now that, during ghis process of l-;r’-/
por aind decay—by some Titan armi—the
Empire lizd been urented frian its apem
foungation, wafted into the torrid zru/n/
moored there, where Afriea sits, theS ages,
engeloped in darkness, hruti<h and hisensare,
—is¢-it probablethat torpor” had ever heen
broken and that degeperacy arfested * Tt was
impossible.  Nur, had the Empire been
separated by an impas<abiles gulf from the
dther purts of Europe apil Asia with which
it was connegted, woubl the shadow which
was descending and deepening over it have
ever been bifted and dispelled. No, Europe
was saved hgain By thé *operation of causes
vurely geographic and climatie. -~

In desciibing the general churacteristies of
Eiropenn givilization, and eofrastiiyg it with
uthers, Monsienr Guizot siys, * Take ever
so rapid a glance nt this, dnd it strikes you
at once as diversified, confused, and. storiny!
Afl the principles of socidl organization are
Tound existing together within ji; powers
temporal, powers spiritual, the theocratie,
monarchie, aristoeratie, and demucratic ele-
ments, all elasses of society, all the social sit-
uations, are jumbled togetheri and visilile
within it ; as well as infinite gradations of
liberty, of wealth, and of influence. These
various powers, too, are found here in"a state |
of continual strugsle among themzelves with-
nut any one having sufficient force to master
the others, and take sole possession of -socie-
...l «..Modern Europe contains exam-
‘ples of all these systems, of all the attempts
at social organization ; pure and mixed mon-
archies, theocracies, republics more or less
aristoeratie, all live in common, side by side,
at one and the same time ; yet, notwithstand.
ing their diversity, they all bedr a certain re-
semblance to each other, 8 kind of fammly
likéness which it is 1mpossible to mistake,
and which shows thém to-be essentially Eu-
ropean. . .

“In the moral! charactets in the notions
and sentiments of Europe, we find the same.
variety, the same strdgple. ~ Theocraticsl
opinious, monarchical opinions, aristoeratie
opinieys, democratic dpinions-eross and jos-
tle, struggle, become interwoven, limit, and
modify each other, Opetl the boldust trea-
tises of the middié nge: in none of them is an
dpinion carried to its final consequences.—
The advocates of absolute powertflinch, al.
most unconsciously, from the results to which
tlir doctrine wouid carry them. We see
that the ideas and influences around them
frighten them from pushihg it to its utter-
maost poin.  Democraey felt the same- con-
trol.” That impurturbable-bolduoess, so strik-
ing in ancient civilizations, nowhere found o
place in the European systew.  In sentic
ments we discover, the same contrasts, the
sime varfety ; an indomitable taste for inde.
pendence dwelling by the sidle of the greatest
aptnéss for submission ; s singular fidelity
between man and mar. aud At the same time
an imperious-desive in cach to do his own
will, to shake off aif restaint, to live alone,
without troubling himselt with the rest of the
world.. Minds were as thach diversified as
society. E

“Thesame characteristics are observable
in literaturg,” &e. : : - :

It will be readily inferred that here is dis-
closed one of thegreat secretsiof the superi-
ority of Kuropean civilization. We observe
heré-the tendency to stagnandy and decay
strikingly, strongly, and ontinaously coun-
teracted in & manner of which there is* no
other example i bistory.  Thne state of facts
is striking, peculinr; and remarkable, ig the

cand

~

degree of it and the extent—~the breadth amd
continmity., We-find the excitation intense,
wide.spread, aud continuous—existing “over
a large part of Europe and throughout o pe.
ried of fourteen or fiftcen cepturics., And
how is it, and whence is it? . 1s it because

morte active, excitable, and coutentious than
other taces? Notat all : the facts are not
originally ard primarily-ethiic in their char
acter : they are entirely geograplic. .

There are certain relationships between
things natural and things’ mom‘l~ which ere
indispensable elements in the solution of the
problems of history, We shall have - ocga-
sion to observe fart laler‘ in the progrese of this
investigation, that the-Author of Nature mor-
alizes to us in more ways than one :
CONCLUDED NEXT WEER. -
-—-»—~——-—‘0=0\>-_—-————_-~ .

Tlow Two Wroses yaxe’ o Rignr.—A
gentleman at- §x\p:110;jn the other day was il-

N

fusgrating his " argument by "the maxitn—the Evil One.

“Two wrongs don't make atight,” *Some.

bystunder, with a deown.cnst nosal lwang;

“they did with me onée.” * Tlow was that?7” |

asked the, other—itls not according to *Gun-
ter.”  “Can’t help that ; there was a ful-
low, passed onto me onée a one dollar bill,
and it was a counterfeit.> Wasn't that wrong1”
“Certainly it was wrong, if he knew it'to be
a counterfeit,”  © Wal, expect he -did; N
did, any.way, when | passed 1t oato another
chap. Neow, ivasn'y that wrong ¥ Wrong !
of ‘eourse, very wrong.” * Wal, it made me
al! pight 1" was the triumphant rejoinder.—
“ 8o two wrongs docs make a right, some.
times? The “aigument” ‘ended by this
preeious illustration, _ ST
. T . s ¢ W :

% Chos a5 A Jupce.”—A coitple of * limbs
‘of the Juw,"Who were condutting a suit ‘be-
fore o Justice in Rochester, got incensed . at
cach-other; and finally came to blows, The’
Court sat looking” enolly: on' till the fracas
was over, Then the combiitants apologized
for disturbing bis honor, but the Justice, wip-
ing his spec’s, coolly " declared-he” * hadu't.
been disturbed in the Jeast,” and the trial
went on. e T ' '

~ >
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M. J. CORSE, - - -/ Editor

...\ Learning by atudy muat bé wons *
‘2was né'er entail'd from pi/r-(lb aon.”

. [Teachers and. f‘;ieqda of h;«ﬂ:cnﬁqn are respeetfule
ly invited to contribute to 0 § is department]

A-“Carirar, :
tle incident\we mrust mention . as illustrating’’
eduacation by ;:{ze. Walking te church one
Sunday, in Skye, we were followed by a'slip
of o fad some ten or Eeven years “of age, -
who, on putting rome questivus to himy, vol.
anteersd to nawme sll the capitals in Europe,
whichl he did with marvelens -deXterity.«—
Frdin Eurgpe he crossed to South Americs,
ahd rttled out the names of the-eapitals with
the anecnrwey of a caléulating machine, From
South Amerien he aarted off 1o Asia, and
finatly brought*up at Jeddo i Jupan,  We
were tather skeptical nato the value-of-sadh
aerpairements —edy indeed-as to the reality
ot any heforavation having ‘b(‘a‘:n_\lcom’&\_w'l ts
the LoV~ momsd by the fornnilabie nurefer roli
ot words that had been stuffiad iﬁ)[u bis myouth, -
We therefore anked him,. “Can you tell s
the name of the island you livean 1™ But nor-
withstanding his lore. he had not learned that
he hived in the Ie of Syke.x TO make guite
sure of the fict we requested the captuin of
the steamer to repeat tlfe question I Gavlje, -
but there was no Syke fortbeoming e
knew the name of. the parish, and . of-all the
capitals in the world, but Aot of the ishnd he

dived in. . There being a schoolmaster pres.

ent necidentally, we thought the odeasion too
goud to be lnst, to show the worthlessness of
word stuffing, aud ventured/nother question :
¢ Now, my lad, you have told us the names
of nearly all the capitals in the world; is a

So much for
words without understanding, [n the next
school inspection, that boy will probably’

cal reports ds an example of what good edu-
cation can dv.— Glazgow Commonwealth,
3 ' —-~\-—.*Q*"———-'-—-'—-~
Excuisn Srxovyas.—Words which. are
strictly syronymous , 1. e., which convey pre-
cisely the saine idea, and rnay. be substituted
for each othér in every possible conuection,’
ape almost, if not entirely unknown. But the -
tfrm synonyms is appiied, in common usage,
o words which represent a” given idea under
different limitations or modifications, or ideas
which are almost identical. Collections of
words that express neatly the same idea are
useful, especially to youung writers, to enable -
them to select such words as best express

Iy synonymous when they are not so, they
will be apt to muake serious if not ridicuious
tlunders,  When the student is in doibt ‘re-

 specting the distinction between <he simifica-

s, he should
some such

fiuns of wards called synonym
eonsult a large Dictionary, o
work s Crable’s Synonyms, -

Magya Cuanta.—Magna Clurta, or-Mag-
Aa Curta, signifies, literally, the Great Char-
ter. This name is given to a forwal written
Charter, granted by King Jolin, and confirm.
ed by King Ilenry {lI, of England, which
solenmly recognized and secured certait enu-
merated righte, 'pri-vileg‘;m,\ and liberties, as
belunding to.the péoplé of England, which
have . ever since constituted a fundamenta!
purt of the Constitution or government of
England,  Among other important rights it
secured the right of a trial by jury in civil
and criminal cases, and the right of the sub-
ject to the free cujoyment of his life, his
libgrty, mid his property, onless forfefted hy -
the judgment of his peers, (a jury,) ot by the
Law of the land. Several of its provisiona
constitute a part of the Bill> of Kights. set
forth in our State and National Constitutions, *
- ) o

Rourse Passiox Stroxe 1w Dearin.—We,
searcely. know of a more touching-instapee of
S the raling p:l.ss*idn‘.&irnn}g in death,”_than is .
afforded in the last words of a Schoolmaster
who had_gone in ‘and out before successive
little floeks in the same place, for upwards of
thirty years, When-the filin “of ‘death” was

open incthe presence of Him.who took little
children in his arms and blessed them, he <hid,
— s getling dark—the b ys may go out -
—school’s, dxsmisy%" :

ReApkrg.—Those who read may be divid-
ed into fouf-classes :—1st. Sponges, who ab-
sarb all they read, and’return it in nearly*the
same state, ouly 8 very little dirtied.  2d.

 Sand Glasses—who retain nothing, and are -
content to get through a book for the sake of . -

gétting throtgh the time. 3d. Strainbags—
who retain merely the ‘dregs of what they’
read. 4th. Mogul Diamonds—equally rare

and enable others to profic by it also.-
- E———

055 A Thousand Acts of Thoughit, and*

“will, and deed, shape the features and éxpres-

sion of the human lace—habits of love, and

ice, and uncleanliness—silently mould and

fashion it, till at length it wears the likeness

of Gud, or the image ‘and superseription ¢f
4 : peton

* Questions.—When are Dog Days, and
‘why 30 ealled ?

Whiat is the
ealled? S

Qught we not to have a pronoun in the
singular number, suited to the masculine and
-{éminine gendersal the same tim
answer thig? .

Harvest Moon, ‘aﬁi‘i why so

\Wf‘or the accomimodation of Enquirer,”

ary, we publish- Webster’s definition of the
word paradoz, as follows : * Paradox, a tenet

or ‘scemingly absurd, yet'true in fieh"
. gy S A o

sitdes of “a rectangular field that rontains four
acres, and is ‘enclosed by on
four rods of fence, i :

.~ Analyza the following sentence,show:
ing the.relations of the parts of the principal
clnuse, and parsing the words in imalivs s = Les
kim who has never in his )ife done wrong, be

allowed the privilege of remaining inezorable.”

D.’H.

1. Ithns been 'jdﬁgiy lszﬁdf i»f Sir J. IIer
schel, that number, weiyht, dnd measure, are’.

- .blé‘gd is alike ﬁuéi‘énff‘

-~

I

the foundations of gil exact soience,
L

~ N

r??mnm” m.\Sx;rz,s—dne fit- -

puss for.a prodigy, and will figuro in statisti. >

U 3413
tz 7 Who wgll-/

; Pnonniu.—ReQ\tliéed' the. lengthv; of the

~

eapital, man or'beast 774 [t a beast,” said -
| the boy. quite decisively,

their ideas. But it !hey.use wards as exact- -

i

and valuable—who profit by what they read, -

who appears to have a very defective diction. »

or proposition contrary to received opinion;,, -

~

hundred ‘and

gathering ‘over-his eyes, which were séon to .~

purity, and truth—<habits of falsehood, mal. -
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