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@ Gov. Walker's Letter of Résignation,
The following is the letter of the Hon.

Robert J.* Walker, resigning the ' office -of

" Governor of Kansas: .
W asarsatox Crry, Dee, 15, 1837, -,

States admitted or inchoate,-of the s&@_l}h as
of the North. It is nota question of Slasery,
but of State’s Rights, of Stutg:aud pofiilar
sovereignty : and my objectiplis to the¥Lo-
eomptan Coustitution’ are  cqually:-strohg,
whether Kansas, underits prayisions, shtuuld

*. To the Hox. Luwis Cass, Secrctary of State, | be made a Free or Slive State,. My dbjec-

Sin : I resign the office of Governor ofthe

Territory of Kansas, - I have been most re: : puls . : :
luctantly forced go this conclusion, after anx- | cignty, and of forcing any Censtitution upon ('\ press insurrection, the qltcrnatxve.
ious and careful consideration of my duty to'! the peuple against their will, swhether it rec. . tinetly presented to. me, by questic
my country, to the people of Kansas; to the “ ,
President of the Uniited States, and to -my-

‘self. - : .
The grounds assumed by the President in

~ his late Message to - Congress, and ‘in recent
" instructions in conmpection with the cvents

now transpiring-hére ard in Kansas, admoun-

ish me that as Governor of that Territory, it
-will no longer be™iti iy - power to preserve

the peace or proniote the public welfare.
. At the earnest solicitation of the- Presi-
: »dent, after repeated refusals, the last being in

writing, I finally accepted this office, upon his | Territorial to a- State Government can only guinary collision with the Federal :uﬂ_my and
the daugers and difficultics of : be made by the power where soverciguty ! civel war must have ensued—extending, it is

letter showing, C
* the Kansas question, and the netessity of my

undertuking the task of adjustment. Under : ment is forced upon the peoplé of Kansas by % d, . n ing
these circumstances,notwithstanding the-great . the  Lecompton Constitution, aud they arc | dress origivated in the alarming intd
sacrificesto me, personal, political, -and pe-
cuniary, | felt that I could” no more refuse

such a call from my. country through her

. Chief Magistiate, than a soldier in batile who

-ig ardered to the command of a forlorh hope.
. T accepted, however, on the express condi-

tion that I should adyocate the submission of
the Constitution to _a vote of the people for

ratification or rejection. These views werc
clearly understood by the President and -all
his Cabinet. . They were distitretly set forth
in tay letter, on my acceptance of this cffice,

. of the 26th March last, and reiterated. in my |

inaugural address of the 27th of May last,
as follows : ¢ Indeed, I cannot doubt that the
Conveation, after having framed a State Con-
. stitution, will.submit it for ratification or re
jection by a majotity of the then actual bona
fide resident settlers of Kansas,” o
With these views, well” known .to the
President and- the Cabinet, and- approved by
“them, 1 aceepted the appointmient of Gover-
nor of Kansas.” My instruations from the
President, through.the. Sceretary of State,
under dat¢ 30th Mareh lust, sustain .the reg-
. " ular Legislature of the Territary in assem-

“bling a Convention to furm. a Constitution, ,

_ aud they express the .opinion of the Presi-
- dent that * when such a Constitution shall be
.. submitted to the people of the Territory they.

must be protected in the_ exercise of their
right of. voting for or ‘against that instru.
ment, and:the fair cxpression of the popular
" «will must not be interrupted by fraud or vi.
olence. I repeat, then, as my clear convie-
tibn, that unless the Convention submit the
Constitutign to the vote of all the nctual res-
ident settlers of Kansas, and the clection be
fairly and justly conducted, the Constitution

will be, and onght’ to bz rejected by Con-

aress,” . ..
This inauguial” most distinctly asserted
that it was not 2 question of Slavery merely;
wkich I belicved to be of little practical im-
poitance then in its application to Kansas,
but the entire Constitution which should

- be’'submitted to the people fur ratification or
. rejection. These were my words on that
- subject in my inaugural : ‘It is not merely,
“shall Slavery exist in or disappear from Kan-
sas, but shall the great principles of self-gov-
ernment and State sovereignty be maintain.
ed or subverted 77 L

. In that inangural | proceed further to say,
the people “ may by a subsequent vote de-
feat the ratification of the Coustitution.” 1

* "designate this * a great constitutional right,”
,  and add, ¢ that the Convention is.the scr:
vant and not the master’of the péople.” In

*“miy official "dispatch to you of the 2d June

-dast, a copy of that inaugural address. was
transmitted to you for the further informa.
tion of thu President and his Cabinet. No
exception was ever-taken to-any portion of
that-address; Ou the contrary, it was dis-
tinetly admitted by the President in his Mes-
sage, with comniendable frankuess, that my
instruetivns in favor of a submission of the
Constitution to a vote of the people were-
-¢ general dnd ungualified.” - : ’
By that inaugural and a subsequent ad-
dress, 1 was pledged to the people of Kansas
to op by all{awful means, the. adoption
of any . Constitution which was not fairly and
fully submitted to their vote' for ratification
or rejection. These pledges 1 cannot reeall
or-violate without personal dishonor and the
abandonment of fundamental principles; and
therefore, it is impossible for me to support
what is called .the Lecowpton Constitution,
“because it is not submitted-to 3 vote. of the

- people for ratification or rejection.

1 have ever uniformly mhainfaine
ciple that sovereiguty is \'es}d exclusively
.in the people of each State, did that it per-
‘forms its first and highest function ip formy
ing a State Governrent aud State’ Constitu-
zion. This highest act of sovefeignty, i my
judgment, éan only be perforined by the peo-
ple themselves, and cannot be delepated to
Conventions -or-other. intermediate ‘bodies.
[The. letter being of great length;.a por-
tion is here bmitted for want of room.]
The President thinks that sovercignty can
be deleégated—at least in-part; I think that
sovercignty cannot be delegated at all. The
. President believés that sovereignty is divisi-
- ble between €onventions and -people, to be
exercised by the former on all suljects bLut
Slavery, and by e latter only on that ques-
. tion ; whereas, I think that sovereignty is
" inalienable; indivisible, a upit, incapable of
partition, and that it ‘cannot be delegated, in
~ whole or mn part. Tt will not be denied that
sovereiguty is the only power that can make
a8tate Constitution; and that it rests exelu-
«vely with the people, and if it is inalienable
.and cannot be delegated, as I have shown,
“then it can only be exercised by the people
- themselves, under. our Guvernmment. We
know no.sovereign. butthe people.  Conven.
tions arc composed , of © delegates.” * They
are mere agents or trustecs, cxercising not a

sovereigh but &’delegated power, aud-the

. people are principals. The power delerated
to such Convention can properly ouly extend
to framing the Constitution, byt its rTatifica-

. tion or rejection can only be perforimed -by
the power where sovereignty alone Fests—
uamely, the peoplé” themselves. - W¢é must
mot confound sovereign with delegated pow-

_er, The provisional authority of the Con-
ventian té. frame s Constitution, and submit
it to the people, is delegated power, but sov-

' ereignty slone, which rests exclusively with
the people, éan fatify and putiin force that
Constitation.. . And this is the ‘t1ue doctrine
of Popular Scyereignty, aud Fknow of no
such thing, nor dues the Frederal Cunstiiution

recoguize it as delegatid -or cfventional sov- | i
-ereiguty. The Prosident ina’ lucid pass-1

age of bis able angssuge, pives Unauswerable
reasons why, the people and not Conventions
should deeide the question of Slavery. Ho

. says, very truly, that from thé¥aecescary di-.

vision of the .inchoale State juto districts, a
amajority of the dclegates may think wne way
-.and the people another, and that the dele
tes, a5 was the case in Kansas, may violate

- their pledges, or fail to exccute the will of
the people.: LAnd why -does not this reason
ing apply- with equal force to al] other ques
gions embodied in the State Constitution,and
- 3y should “the question . of Slavery- alone
“owirtide sad cxtinguish the doctrine of Pop-

ularSo’vstq?m;gmd the. right of selfigov.

ernment 7 Most fortuggtely this ‘is no sec
tional question, for it belongs alike to the
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d the pric- |

tiowg 7are hased upun_ the. violation df the
rightof selgovernment and popular sover-

first question which the people onght'to de-

ate State is, whether they will chunge or not

: Now as no one who with me denices Federal
Lor Territorinl sovereignty, will contepd that

a mere creature of “Congress, can transfer
sovercignty, which 1t does not possess, to a
Tercitorial Convention. This change from a

i rests with the people.  Yet State Govern-

inot permitted to vote.  But, besides the
i change from a Territorial to a State Govern-

make, in frain ing a State Constitution, there
are many other momentous questions includ-
ed in that instrument, "Jt involves all the
‘powers of State Government.  \here is the
bill of rights, the Magma Charta of the liber-
ties of a free people—the legislutive, execu-
tive, and.judicinl functions, the taxing power,
the clective franchise, the great question of
cducation, the sacred relations of husband
and wife, parent and child.guardian and ward,
fand all the rights affecting life, liberty, and
: property. There is also the question of State
debts, of bauks and paper money, and whetls
er they shall Le permitted  or prohibited.—
As aﬂ) frec. government, as stated by Mr.
Jetlvrsen, depends upon * the consent of the
governed,” how can it be known whaether the
people ‘would assent to the Constitution, un.
less 1t Be submitted to their vote for ratifi-
cation or rejection?  But if acquiescence can
be presumed in- any case, surely it cannot
he in that of Kansas, where so many of the
delegates violated their pledge to submit the
Constitution itself to a vote of the people ;
i where thie delegates who sigued the Consti-
! tution represented scarcely one-tenth of the
i people, and- where nearly” one-hall of the
| counties of the Territory were disfranchised,
l'and that by fio fault of theirs, and did not
; and could not give a single vote at the clec-
tion of delegates to the Convention. I have,
i therefore, distussed the subject mainly on the
» question that conventions are not sovercign,
l'and cannot rightfully make p State Constitu-
j tion without its submission to a vote of the

point must concede, especially under the

tions can be called suvereign as have been
-truly elccted by the people, and’ represent
their will.  On reference, however, tq my
address of the 16th of Septemlier last, on the
day-qualification question, a copy of which
was mmmediately transmitted to you for the
infarmation of the President and Cabinet, it
is evident that the Leeompton Convention
was not such a body. That Convention had
vital, nut techuical. defeets in the very sub-
stance of its organization under.the Territo-
rial Jaw, which could-only be eared, in my
judgment, as set forth in my iuaugural and
other addresses, by submission of the Consti-
tution for the ratification of the people.  On
reference to the Territorial Jaw under which
the: Convention was assembled, thirty-foar
regularly organized counties -were named as
election distriets for delegates, to theé Conven-
tion. 1 each and all of these counties it was
required by law that a census be taken, also
‘the voters registered, and when this was com-
pleted the d¢legates tu the Convention should
be apportioned accordingly. In nineteen of
these counties there was no census, and there-
fore there could be no such apportionment
there of delegutes upon such census.  Andin
filteen of these countics there was no registry
of voters. These fifteen counties, including
many of the oldest orgauized counties in the
Territory, were entirely disfranchised. and
did not give (by no fault of their own.) and
could-not give a solitary vote for the Qele-
gates to the Convention,  This result was su-
perinduced by the lact that the Territorial
Legislature appointed all the Sheriffs and
Probate Judges in all these counties,to whom

'

census and registry.  These officers were po-

; and that if this was noy done, 1 wou

et

Kansas,) that, m my judgment, the Constitu.
tion would be subriitted fairly and freely
for ratification or rejection by thejr -vote;
d- unite
aiththem (the people)-as I now do,|in - luw-
ful opposition to such procedure, -
Tt power and responsibility bels

& devot-
‘ed- cxclusively -upon me by the Pres

dent of

ognizes Freedom or Slavery. Indeed, the
cide in forming a Government for an incho- | preventing it, together with _that ¢

. which must have extended throug .
from a Territorial to a State Government.=—— { Union, by a solemn nssurance, then given,

.a Territorial Legislature is sovercign, or rep- | tended, should be maintained.  But
resciits sovereignty,or that such Legislature, | essurance, it is a conceded fact that §

ment which the pcuulc'alone have a right to

using the Federal army in. Kansas{to snp:
vas dis-

ng pro-

vil” war
out the

 that the right of the people to fralt: their
L own Government, so. far ns iy -poprer. ex:
But for this
{;u Tope-
‘ ka State Government,- then asscublpd inle-
! gislative session, would have been fput into
: immediate actual operation; and hal a ‘san.

! feared, throughout the Uniou.
Indecd, the whole idea of an inang

{ which had reached Washington City!
i ous and incipient rebellion in  Kans:
insurrection was rendered still more
able on my reaching the ‘Territory
near approach of the assembling of t
lutionary State Legislature; and the
merous mass Conventions by which :
sustained. In trath, 1 had to choose between
arresting that insurrection, at whatevier cost
of American bloud, by the Federal army, or
to prevent the terrible catastrophe, ax 1 did,
by my pledges to the people of the ?‘ortiuu
of all my power to obtain & fuir clection and
the submission of the Constitution to the vole
of the people for ratification or rejeetjon.
My inaugural and olher addresses were,
therefore; really in the nature of prpclama-
livts, so often issued by I:re\"xdc‘ms and Gov-
crnors, with a view to firevent, as they did
in this case, civil war and insurrection.] Now,
by my oath of office | was sworn to
the Constitution of  the -United Stutey
I have shown, in my judgment, requ
submission-of the Constitution to the
the people. - I was sworn, also, to take care
that the Kansas and Nebrasks bill shpald be
faithfully exccuted. which bill; in my judg-
ment, as heretofore stated, required t{hat the
Constitution should be submitted to the vote
of the people, ahd I was thercfure odly per-
forming a solenin duty, when as Govgrnor of
the Territory to whose people my-first obli
gations were due, 1 endeavored tojsecure
them these resulis. The idea entertaiped by
some that I should =ee the Federal Constitu-
tion and the Kansas.Nebraska bill overzhrown
and disregarded, and that playing the

formid.

IC revo-
ery nu.
it was

, which
red the

s ‘a mute in a pantomine of ruin I she
i people for ratification-or rejection. Yet, sure- ! quicsce by my silence in such a resul
ly, even those who ditfer with me on this | ciully where such acquiescence involve

Kansas-Nebraska act, it is onl 7 such Conven- |

t Federal troops in Kansas during my
istration, but insurcection and civil war, (-r
(4

-abandening revolutionary “violence,

was assigned the duty by, law of making this’

litical partisans, dissenting from the views
and opinions of the people of these counties,

last.  These officers, from sant of funds, as

censys, or make any registry in these coun.
ties, and therefore they . were entirely dis-
franchised, and coitld not and did not éive a
single vote at the election fur dclemutes to the
Constitutional Convention. And here | wish
to call aftention to a distinction which will

to those counties where the voters were fair-

Iy registered, and did nut vote. In such coun.

ties where full and free opportunity was gir-

en to register and vote, and they did not
choose to'exercise sach a privilege, the ques-

tion is very differerit from these comnties.
whero there was no census - or registry, and

no vote was given,or could be given, however

anxious the people might be to participatein

the clection of delegates to the Convention..
Nor could it be said these counties acquies- |
ced, for, wherever they endeavored, by a sub.

sequent census or’ registry of their own to

supply this defect, occasioned by previous

neglect . of the -Territorial officers, the dele-

gates thus chosen were rejectéd by the Con-

vention, A .

I repeat that, in nineteen. counties out of
thirty-four, there was no census. In fifteen
countics out of thirty-four, thére was no reg.
istry, aud not g solitary vote was given, ‘or
could be given, for Delegates to the Conven-
tion in-ary one of these. countics, Suraly,
then, it canvot be said * that such a Conven.
tion, chosen by searcely more than one tenth
of the present voters of Kunsas, “represented |
the people of that Territory, and could right.
ly impose a Coustitution upor them without

"ain knowledge that such a result raus
i low would be alike unjust and improp
as was proved by the election in October;
: speetful resignation, in the hope that Ka
they alleged, neglected or refused to take an Mt

from that civil war, with which, I far

L ot . i people of Kansas, that an overwhelming
appear in my inaugural address-in reference |

their consent. These nincteen counties, in
which"thcre was no census, constituted a maj.
ority of the census of the Territory, and these:
fifieen  conuties in which there wasno regis.
try gave a much larger vote at the October
election, even with the six months’ qualifica.
tion, than the whole vote given to the he.
compton Constitution on the 17th of Novemnm.
ber Jast. If, then, sovereiguty.can be dele.
gated, and the Convintion as such are sover.
cign, which I deny.surely it must be only in
such cases as when suel Conventions “are
chosen by ‘the peoplé, whith ‘we have seen
‘was not the case ‘as regards the late Lecom;
ton Convention, k was'for this and other
reasons thidt in iny inaugural and other ad.
dresses | insisted that the Constitution should
be submitted to the peoplé by the Couven-
tion, as the only mpans of curing this vital'
defect in its organization. It was, therefore,
among other reasons that when, us you know,
the organization clled the, “ Topeka State
Governmént” was made, and as  a vonse
guepcs an ineyituble civil war and conflict
_muyst hisve ensued, these results were prevent.
ed by my sssuring, not the Abolitionists, as
has been erzoneously stated (for my add

~
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P- 1 Oxford und McGee, an overwhelming majq

4 Congress to force it upon the people of Ka
sas'will be au effort to substitute the will- pf
a small’ minority for that of an overwheliing

-

was mot te o them, ‘but the piopld of

uld ae-
, ©8PC-
}as an

immediate consequence a disastrous apd san-

guinary civil war, seems to tne most-prepos-
terous, X . h
Not a drop of blood has been shed {by "the

A

dmin-

tending, 1 fear, througliout the country, we

alone prevented by the course pursuéd by
me on those occasions, and the whole people,
were in-
duced hy me to go, for the first limc.!inm a
general apd peacetul clection,  These mpor-
tant - results constitute a sufficient consglation
for alf the unjust asssults made upon fne on
this subject. 1 do not understand thay these
assaults have ever received the slightesg conn-
tenance from the President.  On the gontra-
ry, Lis message clearly indicates an approval
of my course up to the preselit most wjfortu-
nate- difference about the so-called Lecumpton
Constitution.  Inasmuch, however, a§ this
difference is upon-a vital question, iuvplving
practical results and new instruction
certainly much more respectful to the,
dent on.my part, to resiga the office of|
cruor, and give him an opportunity of |
it, as is his right under the Constitution
one who concurs with him in his
opiuions, rather than go to Kausas and
him te remove me by disobedience to |

Presi-
Gov-
ii'ling
with
usent
fu'I‘CL'
is in-

structions. This latter course, in my fudg-
ment, would be incompatible witha proper

respect for the Chief Magistrate of the U
inconsistent. with the rules of moral rect
or propricty, and could be adopted wi
other view than to force the President t
move me fiom office.  Such a course
alleged, would present me to the public
political martyr in the defense of the'great
principle’ of sclf:government; but to gb to
Kansas with any such purpose, or with & cer-
fol-
r.—

re-

yion,
tude
h no
0 re-
itis
as a

My only alternative, then, is that of :

lded
both
the
the
1sed
the
ma.
Jurity of that people are opposed to that in-
strument, and my letters state that butjone
.out of twenty of the press of Kansas'su
it.  Some ippose it because ‘so many chun-
ties were disfranchised and unrepresentep in
the Convention.  Sume, who are opposed to
paper money, because it authorizes: a-Hank
of enorinous capital for Kausas, nearly unlim.
ited in its issues and in the denortinatioh of
its notes from one dollar up and down.—
Some, because of what they consider 3 Kuuw.
Nothing clause, by requiring that the Goyer-
uor shall hiave begn twenty years a citizeg of
the United States—some because the elective
franchise is not {free, as “they cannot +ote
against the Constitution, but only on the bin.
gle issuc whethef; any mors slaves maylbe
imported, and then only upon ihat issue
voting for the Conetitution to' which they
opposcd 3 and they regard this as by

aud our beloved country 'may be shic

are threatened, by any attempt to fored
so-called Lecompton. Constitution upon
prople of Kansas.x I state it as'a fuet, b:
on a long and iutimate association with

i

ire

a
mockery of the elective franchise and a peril.

he
tis
he

ous sporting with the sacred rights of
people—sonie oppose it because the Con
tution distinctly recognizes and adopts
Oxford fraud in apportioning legislative’
members for Juhuson County upon the fragd-
ulent and fictitious retarns, so falsely, calléd,
from.that precinet, which recognition of that
fraud in the Constitution is abhorrent to the
moral sense of the people.; Others opposd it
because, although™in other cases the Prdsi.
dents of Conventions have been auvtherized lto
issue writs of election to the regular Terrijo
rial or State officers; with_the usual judges
and Witk the established precincts and on the
adjudication of the returns, in this case dn-
precedented and vice-regal powers are giv
to the President of the Convention to ma
be precinets, the judges, and to decide fin
ly upon thiereturns.  Frons the grant of the
unusytl and enormous powers, ‘and fro
other reasons connected witt the returns

.
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r-
ity of Kunsas have no faith in the validity
these returns aad_ therefore will not, vote.
Indeed, disguise it as we may to onrsklv
utider the influence of the present exciteme
the facts will demonstrate that any attémpt

it
¥
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-majority of the people of Kansas’ that it will
not settle the Kansas question, or localize tlie
issue; thatit will, I fear, bouttended by civi
war, extending, perhaps, throughout the U
lon, thus bringing/this- question back ag
Uupon Congréss ang before the people toifs

by the

support

vote of

part of

it is

nsas.

stain |

by |

n- |

of
hf

most dangerous and alarming aspect. The
President takes a different view of the subject
in his Message, and from the events oceurring
in Kansdas s well us heve, it iv evident that
the question Is patsing .from theories into
practice,’and  that a8’ Governor of Kansas [
should be'impelled.to carry ont new instrue.
1 tions differiug on a vital ‘question- from those
received at tho date of my apointment.—
Such instructions I could not execute consist:
ently with.-my views of the Federal Consti-

! pounded at Topeka, of arresting the} revolu- | tution and of the Kansas and Nebraska bill;
tion by the slaughter of the peoplp, or of i ur with my pledges to the people of Kansas.

No one can more deeply regret than myself
the necessity, but it arises from no change of
opinion on my part. Un the contrary, |
would ¢heerfully hiave returned to Kansas to’
carfy ont my original -iustructions, and thus
preserve the peace of the Territory, and final-
ly settle the Kansas question Ly redecming
my pledges to'the people. 1t is not my in.
tention at- this time to discuss the peculiar
circumstances and unexpected events which

upon & point so vital as the submission of the
Constitution for ratification or rejection by
the vote of tho people—much less do [ desire
any controversy with the President on this
subject.  Yer, however widely my views may

Chis \differ from those entertained by him on this

question—vicws which 1 have held- all my
Jife, and which, as involving fiifdamental
principles of public liberty and of the Consti-
tutiyn, are unchangeable—yet, as regards gll
those great measures which 1 trust will con-
stitute  the poliey of his Adwinistration in
other respects, it will give me pleasure as a
private citizer, to yield my cordial support.
1 have.suid that sthe Slavery - question, as a
pritetical issue, had disappeared: from Kansas
long beforeamy arrival' there, and the ques:
tion_of self government hagd been substituted
in its place,  On some future oceasion | shall
dissipate the delusion which “has prevailed
upon this subject, and show that after tliree
years® experiment, when [ arrived in Kansas
there were less than 300 slaves there, and
the number constantly diminishing; that, as
proved by the official records of Congress
published and authenticated by those distin.
‘wuished Southerw Statesmen, John C. Cal-
houn and Jeficrson Davis, the Winter cli-
mate cven of - Eastern Kansas is eolder than
that of New England, and that. the Pro-Sla-
very Territorial Cunvention of Kansas consol-
idated with the Pro-Slavery Territorial Leg-
| islature on the 4th of January, 1857, nearly
five months before my arrival there, did aban.
i don the Slavery issae because, as set forth by
one of their number, the Pro-Slavery party
was in a sinall and admitted minority, and
the co-opefation of the Free-State Democrats

to make Runsas a Slave State; which was
couceded to be impossible. but to make it a
congervative Democratie Free State. Even
as late as the 3d of July, 1857, when the
Democratie Territorial Convention assembled
at Lecompton, in eonsequence of the laws of
the elimaie and the wellkknown will of the
people, none” contended that- Slavery could
bé established . there; vor was it uatil my
Southern oppouents interfered in the affuirs
of Kansas, aud by deaunciation, menace and
otherwise, aided ot a eritical period by seve.
ral Federal oftice-holders of Kansas, including
the Survevor.General, and the President of
the Convention with his-inamense patrunage,
cmbraging many hundred, employees, inter-
vened, and as [ believe without the knowledge
or approbation of the President of the United
States; produced the extraordinary paper
called the Lecompton Constitution.  Yet this
act of Intervention by the Federal officers to
; defeat the will of the people seems to be susz
. tained by my opponents, while my interven-
tion, as it is calied, in obedience to my duty
and oath of office to support the Federal
Cunstitution, and to take care that our organ.
ic law should Le fairly exeguted by endeav-
oring to secure to the people of Kansas their
rights under that aet, is denounced and calum-
niated. Tt is still more reinarkable, that the
hy poihetical remarks made by me as regards
climate iy its coniiection-with its influence
upon the question of Slavery in Kansas, after,
that issue had been abandoued there, which
j views were for consolidating the Union be-
. tween the Cunservative, the Free-State and
Pro-Slavery Demoerats, so as to prevent the
confiscation of the somll number of slaves
then held in Kunsas, have been denounced
by many distinguished Southern Scnators,
who, when the Kansas and Ncbraska Dilk
was pedding in Cungress, and when such re-
mark tronv them, if ever, might aflect!South-
ern emigration, were then loudest in pro-
claiming that Lecause of its climate, Kansas
could never become'a Slave State,  Indeed,
it scems that all persons i and out of Kan-
sas, whether in public or in private life, may
publish what opinions they please in regard
10 these questivus except the Governor of
that Territory, who his so little power and
no patronage. ' Amd now be pleased to ex-
press to the President-my deep regret-as
regards our unfortunate- difference in dpinion

.
1
i
{
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-and to say to him that, as infallibilily docs
not belong.to 1nan, however cxalted in intel-
leet, purity of intention or position, yet if he
has conuiitted any errors in this respect, tay
they be overfuled by a superintending Prov-
iderice for the perpetuity of our Union and
the ‘advancement, the honor and interest of
our beloved country. : .-

" In now dissolving my official connection
with your departrient, 1 beg leave to tender
to you my thanks for your constant courtesy

and’kindness. . .
‘Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Signed) R. J. Warker.

- Kaxssas Surmpxers.—The greatest shriek.
ers for free Kansas, now-a-days, are the dem-
ocratic papers that refuse to: follow the Jead
of the administration. Witness the reply to-
the following from the Wasbington Union :
“ But those of our Democrati¢ cotempora-
-ries who oblject to the action of the conven-
ticn insist that the whole constitdtion shiculd
have been subwitted to a popular vote; and
because that was not dune, they denounce the
convention, as violators of - the principle of
Kansas law, . Will any one of our oljecting
cojemporaries pretend that when the Kansas
bill was™ pending, it ever was -conlemplated
by anybady that the popular sovereignty clause
had reference 4o any other su'jéct than that of
slavery? Surely not.  Then it is a mére
“sticking in the bark™ to say that the con-
vention has failed to carry out the great ob-
Jeet aad the true spirit of the Kansas law.”
To this the Chicago. ZTimes, the organ of
Douglas, replies thus: o
% The sbove. question can casily be an-
swered . by “asking anotber—viz: - Will the

passiug the Kansas Nebraska act, designed
giviag the peaple of Kansas. the right of reg-
uldting slavery in that State and denied therp
all right to determide any other question in
their domestic coucerns 2 - Did Congress in-
tend to confine the right of “ selfgovernment”

not the Kunsas Nebraska dct a gross swindle?
did it not deprive the people of . the right to
regulate all other domestic institutions ¥

© §35 Bishop Hughes has renewed his at.
fack on the Common Bchools ; he does not-
like the principles on which they were origi-
nated, or are conducted.: -Iu‘a lecturo deliv-
ered a few eveniings “wince, at New York, he
adviscd his people not ta send their children
_ :oig.hese' s;‘c;mols ; lie would ha;e all the justi-
utions of learning directly uader the ro}
of the Cliurch, g ety i tho gontro
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have modificd the opinions of the President i

was invited:as the ‘only hope of success—not

in relation to the Lecompton Constitution, |

Washington Uuiou pretend that Congress, in |

o the single issoe of slavery?~ If o, was |

Governor-Stanton’s Message, :

An extract from acting Governor Stanton’s
message convening the Legislature of Kansas,
/in-advance of the time fixed for their regular,
meeting; will- be found below. The Legisla:.
ture convened in accordance with the call of the
Governor, and organized by the election -of
Free-State officers throughout. ~ The Free-
State majority have thas, for the first time,
‘an opportunity .to carry ont the will of the
‘ majority under formsof Iaw. This is o great
| advantage, and perceived to be such by the
fire-caters. They were therefore exceedingly
| indiznant at Stinton, for having yielded to
| the . just demands of the majority, and, al-
,though he is a Southern man, and n National
Democrat, President Buchanan promptly re-
moved him, No other offence than conven-
ing the Legislature wes charged upon him. -
i Here is all of his.message that we have
room for: T

It is not intended herein to assume that
the people of the Territory are opposed to
the Constitution which ia to be suhmitted, in
& certain form, on the 2lst inst. [t is soffic
cient for the occasion which now convenes

of this communication, that there is wide-
spread dissatisfaction, threatening to disturb
the tranquillity of the people. If there bo
any means of preventing the discord and
possible violence which are so seriously ap-

imperfeet election authorized to be lLeld at
the time ramed, under the authority of the
Constitutional Convention,.it is the solemn
duty of the Legislature to ascertain and adopt
the measures most cffectual for that end.

What appropriate and efticient measure
van be adopted in the existing emergency, is
a question not without difieulty. Some have
proposed a repeal of the act of the last Legis.
lature, under which the Convention assembled
and performed its functions. But inasmuch
as.that law has been partially executed, it is
doubtful whether an act of repeal would have
the cffcct intended, It is certain that if the
Constitution were to be really submitted to
the people, and. they should ratity it by their
vote, o legislative tepeal, between the dates:
.of the-subinission and of the clection, would
not affect the validity of the sovereign act of
ratification. T

The true purpose which, ip my judgment,
ought to control your legislation on the pres-
cnt oceaston, and that which s perhips, the
most pertinent and practicable within your
‘power, 1s to provide for the regular and le-
gitimate exercise of the sovereignty of the
people, on-those points in which the Conven-
tion has attempicd to trammel or restramn
it ; in other words, to provide for a direct
vote, under your own authority, upon.the
adoption of the Constitution which is to\bc;
partially submitted, on the 21st inst., under
the anthority of the Censtitutional Conven-
tion. i : , o

I have already expressed the grave doubts
I entertain as to the power of the Legislature
in any manner to interfere with the proceed.
ings of the Convention, But there can be
no question as to your authority to provide,
by s suitable law,.for a fiir expression of.the

i

approving the Constitution. That highest
act of sovercignty, the act of delegating ap-
propriate powers in the best form of words
and with the proper limitations, to a State
ormanization, so deeply involves the dearest
rights and -interests ol the people, that the
very safety of our whole system of self.gov-
crnment demands, inall cases, but especially
.where any doubt or dissatisfuction prevails,
an ‘unequivocal ratitication of the Constitution
to be adopted.

Perhaps a majority of the: people may ac-
cept the instrument now before them, in one
or the other of the forms in which it is pre-
scnted by the Convention. ' In . that case,
there could be ro ground .of complaint; for
I doubt not the whole peaple will cheerfully
acquicsce in the will of the. majurity, fairly
ascertained.  On the other hind, if the people
should decide against the Constitution in both
forms, 1t"would not he possible for Congress,
without a vioation of all popular rights, to
admit Kansas into the Union under it. The
way would then be fairly open for the pas.
sage of any.other appropriate’ measure, by
virtue of which the people, relieved from all
former embarrassnients, could ‘elect their del-
égates to a Couvention, and establish their
own institutions, in their vwn way, in aceord-
ance with the provisions of thie organic aet,
and the fundamental principles 6f self.zovern.
ment. o '

A “Facrovs Masoriry:”’—The Washing-
ton Unton thitks the Constitution ought not
to be submitted to the people of Kangas be.
cause they are sure to reject it.  To slmaost
any sane mind that would be the strongest
argament possible against the constitution
itself. It says: : .

“ Would they (the * Free State men') have
vuted for the constitution if it weré the most
perfect one ever made? Clearly not.- -That
would tend to fasten it upon them and. defeat
all futere agitation which would. be death to
the Black Republican party. If the question
of rejection or adoption of the whole tnstru..
ment-had been submitted, their only hope of
cuntinuing excitement would have rested in
 defeating it all-together, so asla leave the
whole field open for future schemes of fact-
ious agitation.” . ~ .

Upon this the Nelional Intelligencer, good
authority with -conservative pcople every-
where, remarks: . '

“Jt will at once be seen that its refusal
to submit the whole constitution to the peo-
ple is justified under the circumstances, de-
cause it was foresecen that a majority of the
people would most probably declare against
that instrument? This certainly is strange
logic in the mouth of an advocate organ of
% popular sovereignty.”  Constitutions, we'
are nware, have scmetimos been ordained
without the formality ufa popular submnission,
but in these cases the formality was dispensed
with bécause it was forescen that no popuiar
contest wonld arise oyer any of their provis.
ions, The popular agquiescence was implied
because apparent to.all.  But in: the.case of
Kansas the Union argues that the same for-
mality was wisely and properly dispenssé
with because it was yoreseen that o majority
of the people, for “factious” purposes, were
bent on ¢ voting down® the eatire work of the
Convention. 'We have often heard of - fac-
tious mihorities,’ but this is the. first instance
in which we ever remember to-have heard

t

fault than that of in

subordination to the mi-
nority,” ’ C

NeEw Dermsirion.~If the  Washington-
Union is to be taken as a Deriiocratic organ,
we must revise and correct our dictivnarier,
us thus: E L ol

Desxdcracy—Depriving the people of the
1ight of suffrage, when you know they will
vole against you ! . B

g5~ The Wilmingtou ( Delaware) Journal
states that a disense affects cows in that State;
the only symptom.of illness, however is an
incessant lowing from the commencement of
the attack uatil'the animal lics down to die

257~ Licut. Randolph, the officer who pul-
led Geu. Jacksou’s nore in_public when he
was President, has been appointed by Presi-
dént Buchanan, Superintendent of the Arse-
nal at Washington! S
~- §5™~Mrs. Cunningham and her twg daugh-
ters are reported to be ju Pans, e

the Legislative Asgembly, and:for the putpose.

prchended, as the résult of the partial and-

will of the people upon the vital question of

‘that epithet applied to a m-jority for no other

-
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. What the Herald Bays. -

York Herald, wo seldom quote from i its
‘colomns, but having lately heard some of our
political oppenents slfuding to what the Her-
ald said, we have thought it might be werth
while to republish the following, which ap-
peared “editorially in a lato nuinber of that

paper : o
- We have no recollection of & more formi-
dable combination against any President dur-
ing the lust thirty ycars than this which has
80 suddenly developed in huge proportions
agninst the Kansas policy of Mr. Buchanan,
To the tremendous forces ‘of the Northern
opposition camps, as disclosed by the last
Presidential election on this . Kansas issue,
there are now added the Democratic contin-
gents which have gone over to the enemy,
with Governor Walker and Senator Douglas.
The balance of power commanded by these
contingents may be conjectured by the sim:
ple statement that, from the Boston Post to
the Kansas Lecompton Democrat, the demo-
cratic newspapers that have taken sides in
opposition to “the Lecompton econstitution
may be counted by-tens and twentics,—
Prominent among them are Col. Forney’s
Philudelphia Press, tha- Detroit Free Press
(tong known as the home organ of Gen, Cass),
and the Chicago Zimes, the devoted home
organ of Scnator Douglas, - These sudden
Aaccessions to the Northern anti-administration
camp with all their extensive ramifications,
are full of mischief, .disorder and confusion.
They foreshadow the swift destrugtion of the
democratic party and a most terrible convul-
ston among all the elements of sectional-dis-
cord, North and South: S

The revolutionary political mavement. of
the last ten years have been full of the most
wonderful surprises, The running of Old
Hickory’s private sccretairy on the same
ticket with Mr. Filimore for the Presidency,
the running of Fremont as the Northern can-:
‘didate against the South, and of Mr, Buchan.
an as the Southern candidate against the

So, too. is the election of g son-of Henry
Clay to Congress, as a demo¢rat, from under
the shadows of . Ashland. But the last of
these political surprises is the most wonderful
of all; for who could have dreamed, in his.
wildest vagaries, that during their natural
lives Robert J. Walker and John P. Hale,
Stephen A. Douglas and. W. 1I. Seward,
could ever be brought together side by side, |
to fight for the same abstractions, under the
banner of * pupular sovereignty 7’ Yet so it
is, And-thus the all-healing_compromise of
Mr. Douglas—the. Kansas-Nebraska -bill—
hss pushed the Democratic party-tothe very.
brick of destruction, and is mustering all par-
ties, cliques, sections and factions to the most
fearful sectional struggle in the history of the
Union. ’ T '

possible mood for revolutionary excitémients
and agitativns, The demoralizing influences
of the late financial and "cominercial eollapss
have sapped the foundations of .all political
organizations ; and the shattered | rank and
file of the democracy, with the remains of
the dend whig party, and the dispersed Know
Nothings and the missing squadrons of black

At this eritical conjuncture of financial ruin
and political demoralization such a movement
as this Kaneas rebeilion on'the part of Walker
and Douglas is quite sufficient to rekindle the
flames of sectional strife into a consuming
fire.
“the Inst grand battle which is to determine the
‘absolute supremacy at Washington ‘of the
-North or the South, We have seeu from
the readiness of Ilale and Seward to throw
down the gauntlet, that they are on hand;

has boen taken up by Jefi. Davis it is evident
that he chuckles over.this new and visible
opening for secession and a Southern confed-
eracy. . ’ ' '

The book is opened at a most imposing
chapter of the slavery agitation, - We are
upon the threshold of a new epoch. . Years
ago our most populous and' popular Protes.
tant churches wero shivered to pieces upon
these shoals and bars of slavery ; those reci.

without which the Union is a_mockery, were
almost amnibilated in the campaign of '56.—
‘A Northern Fremont man last October would
have been as safe in the sacred strects of Pe-
kin as in - the streets of Charleston. And
now, with all the demoralizing effects of this
financial revulsion upon us, unhinging all our
business relations; North_and South, and
turping over banks, credit, trade and indus-
try into chaos, this great:Northern Kansas
combiration becomes, not a harmless passing
cloud, but an impending hurricane, darkening
the whole land with its heavy shadow. -

A Revevarion.—The -public are indebted
to Mr! Bigler for hisrevelation, in the Sénate
debate of Wednesday, of the fact that the
omission in Mr. Toombs’s Kansos bill ‘of the
last Congress, of any provision for a submis.
sion to the people of the Constitution proposed
.to be formed under it, was a matler of de-
sign and eoncert gymonyg the Democratic poli-
ticians who conferred wpon it. ‘The Republi-
cans suspected the design ‘at the time, and
charged it, but were et by indignant deni-
alg.> It is now said by Mr. Bigler that the
framers of the Toombs 4ill intended that there
should be no submission to the people-of: the
Constitution to be fuormed under it.— Wash-
ington Republic, ' -

-~ How 1o Burx Coavr.—It is maintained that,
even.at this late day, few know how to burn
anthracite coal, and.we have already seen
that our fathers had a difficalt task to find
the mode of burning it atall. A common
blunder-in attempting to:use coal is the plac-
ing of -too large a quantity in the grale or
stove nt once. Coal, to buru freely, should
only be six inches deep in the vessel contain.
ing it; and then,f properly ignited, -there
will be no trouble; o T
A Prepicrioy,—As Tonigress is .now in
session and the Kansas question is fairly.
launched upon its troubled waters, we put on
record the following prediciion of Forney :
* “ The. public man who falters in this issue,
seals his doom. The Northern Democrat
‘who tries to mske the Convention of Kansas
superior to the people, and whu advises that
-thie Constitution shall not go to them for en-
dorsement or rejection; FINISHES 11IS CARERR-
FOREVER,” ‘ ‘ e

- ‘Secrerary Sraxrox's Svccrssor.—Den.
ver, who has been appomted to succeed Mr.
Stanton as tary of Kansas, was a mem/
ber’ of Congresd last session frony California,
and since tﬁ'eu {has been an Indian Agent,—
He acquired notoriety in California by a-duel,

ed Gilbert, the editor-of-the

in which he kil _
Alta California. It was thought by the peo:
ple of California that his conduct in that affuir
wos heartless and blood-thirsty. S

I35 The Lefompton‘Denocrat, theorgan
of the Administration party at the"gapital “of
Kaunsas, earnest{y opposes the policy adopted
by the Lecompton Convention, and. contends
that trouble alope éan'grow out of it. -~ Vari.
ous Southern pipers.take the same view of
.the matter. Ajnorg them we may ‘mention
‘the Louisville, Ky., Democrat, Indepetdence,
‘Mo, Meitenger| Montgoinery, Alx,, Jotirnal,
Wilnington, N Gy Journaf, -~~~ -

L4

Not beigg among the adunirers of the New . o

North, are among these reparkable things. |

The public mind at this crisis is in the best.

republicanism are all adrift upon the waves,

It is, in-fact, the deliberate opening of

and from the readiness with -which the glove:

procitics as between' the North and Sovuth, |

‘domesti¢ relation about which the

. Astounding Developments, -
New-Havex, Friday, Dec, 18, 1857,
It will be remembered that last Winter 5 - £
boy named Charles E. Sage, about 19 years [
of age, was missing from his home in Crom, . .
well, near Middleton, in“this State, and thyy
ap Irishman named Patrick Nugent was g,
rested-on a charge of murdering the! lad, ang
putting his body under the ice in the Connec.
ticut River, Ina few months afterward 5 -
body was found in the river without & head,
This body was believed to be that of the
missing boy, from several raarks upon it, g
well a3 from a portion of the clothing, Soen”
afterward the lining of an bvercoat was found
answering to the description ot that worn by
the missing person. . Some;months elapsad,
when a sailor named Benson came to Crom.

cxe gt
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.well and directly charged Nugent, the Irish.

man, with the murder. He said he'saw the
deed done, and. assisted Npgent in {putting
the body under a hoymow., S,
" Ho described accurately the Ind’s appear.
ance, his dress, the color of his hair, &c.,and . §
declared that he had . not: had “any peace of
mind since the murder, and that he had comng
to Cromwell expressly to divulge all he knew - 3
aboutit. * Ie confronted Nugent and - charg. 3
ed the deed vpon him, The acctised denied i ;
it, but trembled from head to foot. T
A Grand Jury found a true bill against
Nugent, whose, ém_e of trial was fixed for the
present month.t Thus matters have rested
until within o few weeks, when tho cousin
of the missing boy, living in. Ithica, N. Y,
reccived an anonymous Jetter from the inte.
rior of Pnnsylvania, which he showed to his-
father, a Mr. Williams, . .
The letter was answered, when. another
letter was received from Pennsylvania, ‘sign.
ed William Russell, which Mr. Williams
limself answered.” He at the saame time ad-
drossed the Postmaster, requesting him to -
wateh for the person who-called for the let.
ter, and describe bim, § The Postmaster did

_so, when Mr. Williams immediately left Ith-

ica for Pennsylvanis, and found Russel, whom
he discovered to be kis nephew, Charles E.
Sage, the identical missing boy! . - =
A’ special Court is held at Haddam, to-day,
when Nugent will be liberated. The case.is
(involved ip the deepest mystery beyond wlhias
has been related. ‘No one can-assign any .
reason * for the perjury of the sailor. who
swore that he saw’ the murder committed;
-and there is ng - information. to - lead to the
identity of thd body that was found, and bur- i
icd as that ot the boy Sage.”” The agnals~:of
crime do not’ afford a more  extraordinary
€ase than this, N\ T
. . New Havey, Friday, Dec. 18—p. . -

. John A, Benson, the sailor who testified’
that he saw the murder of Charles E, Sage
of Cromwell, has been arrested on & chargo
of perjuty, with intent to take life, aind has’
acknowledged his guilt. The crime will send -
him to the State Prison for. life. There aro
no further developments, .~~~ .

A COMPENDIUM OF NEWS. -
_+.+. Governor Bigler rosé to veply to Mr,

Douglas on Wednesday, in the Senate.— *
But the contrast was as if the lights of the
‘chandelier had been, suddenly extingnished,
and a tallow eandle brought in to supply
their' place. Pennsylvanians present bung -
their heads,— Waskington American.

<.+« The'mew Congress, it is said, presents
the fact that among the Northern Democrats
there are but ten who have cver before satin
Congress, The South' jlursues a- diffefent
practice. Of the Virginia delegation, forex-.
ample, the average term of service m Con-
gress is eight years C E :

~ v oo The Great Salt Lake City is lid out
on-a magnificent scale, It is four iniles in
length, ‘by three in breadth; the streets run- -
ing at right angles, and 132 feet wide, with .
sidéwalks 20 feet n width. 'Each building ~ -
-lot contaias an acre and ‘a quarter of land;
and a streawn of pure water running throngh =~ -
the city, is made by sn ingenious plan, to
flow on each side of every street, and -to irri-
gateevery lot. L o

<<..Some of the | Democratic papers
charge Douglas with being. * worse than a
Black Republican.” The remark is truthful,
and equally applicable to their eutire party, -

..'v+ The Philadelphians have-just discov-
ered that bologna sausages are.made in that
city from dead horses. They have brought
the villninous sausage makers to justice, At -
all events it cannot 1 justice: be said here-
after that the people of that city are “no
{udges of horse flesh.” . -
- .... We invite our-readers to the perusal.
of Dr. Ayer’s advertisements which appear”
in the columns of our paper, They deserve -
attention as treating to what intérasts us all,
and from a source which all have lung re-
spected.” The Doctor is well known as one
of the leading Chemists of this country,” who
devotes _his - grent Bcquirements to the dis-
covery and marufacture of remiedies for pop-
ulariuse.” The unparallelled success which .
has fullowed his labors is too well. known in
this ommunity to need any elucidation from. -
our pen.— Washinglon Co. Observery.

- ".... A" Washington correspondent of .the
Philadelphia Press says:. “ It is generally .
believed that the Administration -have sent
to Kansag agents instructed  to make, every
effort’ to have the Slavery.clause stricken

'from" the Lecompton Constitution, -~ This

mensure has given offense to the-Southern

"membéry of Congress, aad ithere ave at pres-

-ent symptoms of defection on their part from
the Kansas policy of . the: Administration, as
it is understood in the present phase of, Kan-
sas affairs. They allége that the Administra-
tion in this violate the principle for which
they contend. Every day, it scems only
develops new complications in this matter.
..+« The N. Y. Pus? makes: the following
“drive’’ against our “ Bachelor . President.”
A Great allowances ought uriquestionably to
be made. for the igunorance of a man, whe, at -
the age of seventy or thereabouts, has ‘never
been a father or o husband ; but when Mr
Buhanan takes upon himself to assert ina . -
message to Congress, that Slavery is the onl};_ )
le o
a new State ought t6"be ‘consulted, it i:l;) high
time that position be taken against glecting-
old bachelors to the Presi@ency."» ‘

'+« » The 8t. Lauis D, rml reflects sé-
vorely on the War Departinent for its man- -
agoment of the Utah expedition; denounces
it as ¥ a premeditated murder of bravo men,
the sacrifice of thousands.of lives,” by delay

in starting. . It is predicted that orly the- -
wreck of an advanced guard will - be left. to
tell where the Army of the West wintered,
The utter fallure of the Exepeditiun i predic-
ted. - . The sane. paper recommends the ‘call-
ing-oyt of ten regiments of voluntecrs, who
can readily be obtained ih'the West,. “li-is.
the.rangers, not the rejgilars, that are wanted.
Cess. A friend: meeting Gov, Reeder in
New York, a fow days since, said, * Well
‘Govirnor, - things are” working." ¢ Yes,”

.|'said the Guvernor, *and, do you' know, we

thiuk ofcalling a Convention of the Guvern- .-
ors of Kansas in_order to coripare notes, and
decide upon seme plan to quiet ~agitation,
and settle the aflairs’ of *Bleeding , Kansas”'
The fiict is, the Govertyment has got so inuch
on its hands in removing the unfaithful,- de-
generate: Democrats, and then finding fit per-
sons to fill ‘their places, thut we fear it cannot
nttend to Kansas affiiirs.” - Well,” aaid his

1

friend,* I think you ate likely to haye a: full
,meeﬁng_’»s, A Bl
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