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The Home far M.
Give nie & lome where the evenlug winds play
And breatbe all 5o low in the ear ;
Whare the night la not night, bul with love is
all day,
And the leaf never once grows sere |
Where the emerald grasn spriogs In
tufted knota,
And the wind sigheth gently betweon,
And the shadows drop down In thelr dark,
checkered spots,
As Il hiding the deep, dsoper green,

“*three Insertions

long,

Give me a home by some vool, glassy stream,
Where the gables their images show |
Where the long tralllog vines are anln a sweet
dreaim,
And drop from the eaves hanging low ;
Where In summer the sound of the turtie Is
shrill,
Au It comes from the dank pool nfar;
And the chorus of Insects, from meadow and
hill,
Begins with the earliest star.

Give me, O give me a home in & wood,
A home in n wood wild and freo ;
Where the many-volced thoughts thet on the
beart brood,
May expand and grow greal with each tree
Where the bee cometh daily to gather the
thywie,
And the squirrels g0 busily run,
Aud the mosses so gray grow still grayer with
time,
And Ia silenee the clreling years run.

For the Ioomiteld Timen,

THE MYSTERIOUS FRIEND.

A Story of Old Virginia

CONTINUED.
ﬁbYOU won't do anything at that dis-
tance,” said the captain.
Orlando made no feply, but on the
poxt moment he raised his pieco and fired.
To the ceew it seomed a8 though he had
taken noaim, and they expressed them-
selves by a low murmur to that effect ; but
their disappointment was changed to aston-
ishment when they saw the pirate who was
Jjust in the act of raisivg s mateh to the
priming of the loug gun, drop backwards
from wight

‘“Load the rifle, quick," exclaimed the
youth, as be took the other in his hand,

Anothier of the pirates stepped up to the
long gan and ralsed the Jlighted mateh, but
ore he could sccomplish his purpose, the
unarring alm of the young hunter sent a
bullet through his bead. Again and again
was the pirate's mateh raised to the guu
by the hand of a fresh recrail, but the cap-
tain of the brig made oat to keep the rifles
ready for use, and the youth used them
with futal precigion, Bix men had been
ploked off in this way, when the pirates
soemed to have abandonded thelr favorite
engine entirely ; for though the gun might
by some means have been touched off from
a soduré hiding-place, yet its alm was now
false, nud they had found to thelr cost thias
he who would go forth to point it anew
want only to his certaln death.

By the time, however, that the pivalos
abandoned their long gun they had rmoged
near enough to wake effectunl wee of thelr
battardes, pnd io s fow moements afler Or-

ando had fired bis last shot, the brigantine
lot drive her broadalde bf six twalve pound-
ors. Bome of the sliot topk effect pos the
brig's wide, for ahe trembled benesth the

coneussion, while 006 or two same whixsing

hinrmilessly over the deck. At this momant

the briganiive ran up the blaek at her
M,ud!ludlm_lnwind _
“That means for us to Mwh.“ wald

r ' returned  the captain, ":ftln
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ﬂm and: loaped npon their own deak.

| ments more the mnlnull was ololmi up,
and the brig lay almost motionless upon
the water. The pirtes, however, even
thongh their request had boon thus readily

| complied with, proved 'most trescherous;
[ for the laying of the brig to the wind had

brought her head exactly into the position
to receive n raking' fire, and on the next
moment she got it from the pirate’s broad-
side. Nome of the brig's crew were harm-
¢d, however, for at that instant their ves.
#ol's bows were raised upon the bosom of &
rolling ses, and the enemy'sshot struck
law, though some of them hit the brig.

As had been antioipated, the pirates pre-
pared to board the bows, for already had
she run under the brig's forefeet and luffed
short up, The captainof the merchantman
called nll his men afy, and having hidden
the two guns as much as  posaible by low-
ering the main spencer acress them, ho saw
that they were aimed properly, and then,
with a lighted match behind him,—while
the mate stood in the =ame manner—he
awanited the onset.

At longth the pirste’s bows grated along
under the brig’s fore.chnins, and as the
grapplings were thrown on board, the buc-
cansers begun to swarm in by the fore.rig-
ging. Bome twenty of them bad gained the
deck; and were upon the point of rushing
aft, when the oaptain applied his matoh,
and from beneath the innocent looking sail
there poured forth a shest of flame and
ans the myrind measengers of death went on
their way. The captain was not disap-
pointed in the rekult of his skot, for the
spikes and bolts hind boen packed in such a
manncy that they spread in all directions,
and the havoe they made among the advanc-
Ing men was fearful. Asthe pirates saw
the fute of their comrades thoy set up wild
yells of rage, and those who were behind
dashed madly on, but ere they reached the
gangway they were mot by the mate's shot,
and fora fow moments they hesitated.
Twenty, st least, of their men were elther
killed or totally disabled, and they had not
many over the same number left.

‘ Pistols, my men ! pistols I’ shouted
the captain of the brig, ns the pirates once
more started aft.

The plstols were discharged, but ooly
one or two of the enemy fell, and the
remainder came dashing wildly on. The
crew of the brig drew their outlassoss,
nod with a fearful clashing of thirsty steel
the combatants met,

Otando Chester stood apart in the
weather gaogway. In one hand be held
his heavy cutlnas, aud in the other band a
loaded pistol, but ns yet ho had mingled
not in the Hght. At leogih he saw the
oaptain of the brig fall beneath the cut-
lass of the buccaneer ohief, und eve long
the mate sank dead upon the deck. The
pirates were gaining ground ! All the men
who wore now Jeft were favorably disposed
to the youth—at least, in their sympa-
thies; and as the thought came to our
hero's mind he grusped the outlaes more
flrmly in his hand, brought his pistol to
its rest, and then, with the hope of liberty
beckoning him on, be reahed forward to
the scens of confliet,

During any period of & battle the np-
pearnnes of n new enemy in the field—no
matter how inuignificant the enemy may
be — eannot fail to produce some eifect
upon the epposing party. Until the young
bunter msbed forward from the gangway
he had not been observed by the pirales,
nod as the first blow was almed at their
chieftain they were for a momont so start-
led that the points of their wempons were

involuntarily allowed to drvop. Orlando’s |

blow had beeu calonlsted for an effedtive
one, and the pirate chieftain foll bensath it
nover to rise sgain to sarthly life. In a mo-
maeut the boscaneers recovered thelr sus-
pended mousas, and two  bright cutlasses
glonmed nt ouce above young Chester's
boad, but he wis ealm in bis purpose of
solf-redemption, and bis quick eye seryed
him faithially.

| found out thelr effects too Jato !
| cargo in the hold was coversd, und it soon

With his weapon, athl red |
with the fallen ghieftain's blood, he struck |

Dick Nolam thivew their grappling after
them,and in a few mioutes the brigantine
had swung off nnd started away from the
voeno of ber unsnccesafnl combat

“ Chester,”’ snid Nolan, ns ho graaped the
young man by the hand, after the pirate
wiss fuicly off, *' will you forgive me for the
part I took ngainst you? You've proved
yourself s noble man, and I could nover rest
snuy if I thought you'd lald up anything
agninst me. Only say you'll pardon me."

“ You have my pardon,fully and freely,"
replied the youth, as he returned the warm
grip of the old sailor, ' and pow I trost 1
am at liberty, at least, as much as the con-
flnes of ship board will admit of."

“That yon are; and if you desire it, the
brig shall be at once put back,’" said Nolan,

“1 could wish, at lonat, that you wonld
lnpd mo ns pear Jamestown as possible,””

“Idoun't know but that we shall have to
put back thore at any rate. The captain
and mate are both gone, and 1 don't much
feo! like putting the brig through to Eng-
land myself."

The orew were loud and enthusinatio in
their thanks to pur hevo ; and from a doom-
ed prisoner hie found himself at onee trans-
formed into u bero and commander, for all
hands expressod thomselves ready to oboy
his wishes.

Upon examination it was found that
eight of the crew had been killed, while
two were so badly wounded that they were
completaly disabled, so there wore only
nine men, including Orlaado, left for duty,
The first thing done was to get the deck
cleared of the dead, and though from the
bosom of the viotorious youth there issued
a silont prayor for the souls of the depart-
ed, yet their bodies were consigned to the
blue deep without any other ceremony than
the Inshing to the cold feet of a sinking
weight. Theo the brig was filled nway,and
alter a short consultation her head was put
back, the wind allowing her to lay, close.
hauled, just up to her true course for the
Chesapeake. The seoond mate knew but
very little of navigation, so the command
of the vesssl was given by unanimous con-
sent, to Nolan,

As so0n as the deck was washed, and
tho true oourse marked out, attention
was turned to the moving of the two guns,
but before they were got back to their re-
spective places one of the men came running
up from below, with his face all blanched
with foar, and pointing down to his shoas,
which were full of water, ho exclalmed :

* We're sinking | Beo there—it's already
over my ahoss in the cabin !"’

For a moment Nolan was horror.struck,
buthe soon reguined his self-possession,and
bidding the man of the wheel look well to
his charge, ko called upon the rest of them
to follow him and hunt up the leaks,

As soon as the hatohes were taken off, it
was found that the water was already deep
in the hold ; and even Nolan started back
aghast as he found that there was a shot-
hole through the side of the brig, nod thst
it was now not over a foot below the water-
line, Ho sprang back upon the deok, and
haviog rigged the pumps, he set four of
the men at work upon them, and with the
rest he wenb agsin upon the ssarch, In
the exgitement of their victory the men
bad entirely forgotien the shots they had
received from the pirate, and now they
Half the

became ovident that there were othar leaks
than that on the aide, and ere Jong they
found that they had thres more shot-holes
in the Jarboard bow, through which the
water was pouring in torments,

An bour earlier the shot-holes might
have bean stopped, but now it was too lnte,
With a fearful epergy the men worked
away at the pomps, but still the water
galned upon them alarmingly, and  upon
sounding ihe well it was found that the in-
truding elomant had gained nearly two fost
sinoe the pumps wem rigged.

“It's mo use ! uttered Nolun, ns the

off the blow of the assailant upan the right, | mon lét go of the pump-brikes in despair.
and with his ready pistol he shot the other | ** Wo might as well vy to pump out the

through the hoad.

This feat of Olando's, se tervible aa it
was unexpedted, muved a double purpose. |

It not only struck terror to the hearts nl’||
tho pirates, but it also gave convage to the | Nolan, #a be stopped to the main hntaliwsy : open its Wroad, deop grave to recelve thom !

crew of the brig, Nohnlptu‘fwwudwl
the youth's wide—tho vest followed hll|
exumple, and with & loud sbout of vistory
thoy st with almost demonine binyory
upon thie oiemy, Foob after fook did the
pirates give up of their grovnd, as one after
another of tholr number fell beneath the
determalond strokes of Orlando sud his com-
until af length, with ot over a |

of them alive,Lhey tarned st te fore

-
i

acealn.
* Then the trig must sink,” said Odando,
in & half inquitiog toue,

“ You, there s no help for it,""  retarned

and looked ooce more into the hold.

Y How long will sbo be able to float,” Iw
quired the young hunter, pver whose uindi
& pew foar was h.lnh‘ipmep.
4t Not aver gubour at the furthest,"’ 3¢-
turned Nalan, **for the more water sl
mmmmm.w-

The pro tempore communder koow that
it would bo useless to beatow sy mors
timo upou the pumps, so be turned his at-

lention at once npen casting loose the loug

I 'ijh'l [ =

boat and rinlng up the stay lutl ;nmi bur-
tons for hoisting ber olite 1o balf an honr
the bout wan sale alongside, and provisions
and water enough for a fortalght's. allow-
ance were with considerable difficulty got
ot from the store-room and. stowed away
lo bar stern-shests. The boat's mast was
next ftepped, with its sail bralled snugly
up, the stays were haaled taut, and the jib
rigged in ite place, The men took with
them such nrma and amunition as they could
procure, besides the charts, ocompasses,
quadrants, and other small articles of value
that could be got out, then the two woun-
od men were assisted into the boat, and
shortly aftarwards Nolan and his _compan-
ions followed.

All was now in readiness, and at the
word from Nolan the painter was cost off,
the boat's head shoved off, thie sails loossoed,
and with a bound nlmost of animation, the
frail bark started from the veasel's sido.
The sea was not very heavy,nod the swells,
though somewbat high, wers long and
steady, The young bunter cast his eyes
back upon the brig, s strange feeling of
awe orepl over hissoul as he saw the Leavy
fabrio reeling to and fro npon the verge of
its graye. While yot he looked, the vessel
rocked more beavily—then stood for & mo-
ment still, as if contomplating har doom—
then a pereeptible tremor shook her vast
frame, and with one heavy throe she piteh-
ed forward, plunged her bows into the
flood, and in & few moments more the blus
water closed over her forever.

In half an bour after the men had taken
the last look at the old ocean dwelling, the
dark curtain of night settled over the vast
deep, and Nolan divided his men into
waiches, giving to the second mate  the
charge of one, while bhe took charge of the
other, and after making srrangements  for
the course through the night, half of the
men drew their blankets around them and
lny down beneath the thwarts 1o seek re-
pose for their weary limbe,

When the morning dawned; the wind,
which had been comparatively low during
the night, began to freshen, so much so
that it was found necessary to take a reefl
in the mainsail, and as soon ax this was
accomplished Nolan and the mate distrib-
uted the morning's meal.  'While ths men
wore engaged in eating their breakfast, one
of them, who had stationed himself in the
bows, uttored a sudden exclamation of joy,
and as the boat rose upon the bosom of the
next sea » sail was distinotly made out to
the porthward and eastward.

A new hope instantly sprang up in the
bosom of the meun, and putting up the helm
they ensed off the sheets and atood towards
the discovered sail. The pistols ware load<
ed, and one after another they wete dis-
charged into the air, witha sort of reck-
lesa hope that the sound might reach those
who could save them, Nolan had stationed
himself againat the mast with a glass, and
for a long Wime he gazed steadily upon the
distant sall. The men watohed his count-
ennnce a8 though it were an index to their
prospects, and they hung upon ench vary-
ing linoament of his fentures for the mising
or the crushing of their hopes, At langth
theo glass trembled in Nolsu's hand,a shade
of deep disappointment ovarsproad bis face,
nnd with » groan stepped down from the
thwart,

“ My men,” said be us he olosed the
glamy, *“she’s steering from us, and is al.
ready more than bull down !"*

The boat was once more hauled upon
the wind, and with sad und besvy henrts
the crew turued their eyes towards  the
polnt in the horlzon wheve the object of
thoir sudden hopes had disnppenred. They
ware nearly five hundred miles from land,
will mothing but a wingle inch of plank
betwoen themselves nud olernity, n honvy
soa rupning agaivst thom, and o prospect
of having their provisions destroyed by the
salt water that cama dashing  over the
bows,

Hescts that bad beon tled to earth for |
years now began to tum to & Power
mightier than their own, for their late con.
queriog strongih, and the weapons that lay

about them, were utterly  vold againt the
rolentless storm.god, snd ua  they lay upen
the bonom of the trencherous oosan the (il
fated mon know not how woon it might

OHAPTER X,
USEXFECTED INTRUVIEWS,
It wua one month after the mystarious
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kindly speakivg featuron waere tortured
with vivid lines of unmistakable anguish ;
et over all fhere wasa firm  set cast of &
powerful dotermioation which bespoken
will that waa not to orushed by misfortune
or disappointment.

Mr. Beckloy  was along .in his  private
sbudy, and though his appesrance was in-
dicative of much emotion, yat it would
bave been difficuls to docide whother 'bwas
a cowardly fear, or u demonine stisfaotion;
that moved him,  Ho was engaged in look.
ing over some papers, when e heard the
door of hiv room opened, and on looking
up beheld the towering form of Chiron,

‘‘Now, by tha saints of heaven ["" utier-
od Borkley, as ho recovered from the first
shock of the meeting, ' your insolance in
beooming unbearable. If you do not leave
me on the instant, your srrest. and: com-
mitment shall be the consequence.”’

“ Boft, soft, my dear wsir,’’ anid ' the old
bunter, “I think you would, find it hard
to have mo arrestad."”

“Not soband as you imagive., The
death of Gilman and Colton way yet have
to be answered for.""

“8o, w0 ; then your accommodating
dootor has been blabbing, But look ye,
Mr. Berkley, do you wish n thorough in-
vastigation of that affair before the public?!’

Mr. Borkley met the keen glanoe of the
hanter; and be quailed befors it.  In his
soul bo dared not meot the steady gaze of
his visitor, for thers was something in his
tone and mannor, and hia very appearance,
that struck o dread to his heart. Bt he
had sense enough to know that ifhe  did
fear, he had bettter keep it s much an
possible to himself, so he. endeavored to
conquer his emotions, and turning to Chi-
ron, be said :

“1 fear no  investigation, sir, of any of
my nota; but 1 can inform you that the lnws
protect the dwellings of our citizens from
the intrusion of common brawlemy and yon
had better bewars how you lay yourself
linble to them. I would be nlone."

“Aod in o few moments you shall,” re<
turned Chiron, who could not help smiling
at the sudden change in his host's ground
of complaint ; **but first T would aak you
once more, what has become of Orlando
Chenster 2"’

“1 know not.”

‘* Beware, Mr, Borkley ! What havs you
done with him '

“1tell you I kuew pothing of him, only
that he has escaped from  jail,” answered
the agent, in trembling, fearful nooents, but
yet with an apparent cooloess upon his
foatures,

“Then you will mot give'me aclue to
his whersabouta ?*' continued Chiron,

“If ho were upon the gallows, I would
give you u passage in the same direotion.”

“Thank you kindly, sir; but I shall
have no need of your services,” said the
bunter, and then lowering his volos to n
tane of the deepest import, he continued ;

“ Now lot mo tell you, sir, that thougl
you refuse to acknowledge your hand in
this matter, yot I know 'twan you who did
it ; but "twill avail you little. Your ends
will not be so casily noswered,  You have
in ‘nome way disposed of the won, and you
tried to disposo of the mothaer, but there 1
thwarted you. And now, Roswell Batk-
loy, Itell you thuat tho drosded ssoret ju
not locked up in the bosom of Morgianm
Chestor. 1 know ihat seoret, snd theye in
another beside whose ears have drank it in,
50 you need not think to save yoursell by
the death of the mother and her ehild. '

“Villain, you lio !If' shriocked Berklay,
utterly frantio with passion, I have ne
secret.  Ioare not for Mrs, Cheuter, suve
to place her in unfoty,’”

‘' No socret '

“No '

* Not even with regard to o certain duel
once fought, wherein you figured bebind
the scenes ?'’ wttered Ohiron,

Roswell Berkley sprang from his oliair,
and tho words, * Villaia{ Liar/" broke
from his bloodless lips, but ere he could
spoak forther his power of utterauce woom-
ed _to fisll him, and grasping his desk  for
support, be sank back into his seal.  Tho
old hunter regarded him fors moment with
a look of utter contempty and then turuing
away, be left the villain alone.

“1t's of no use,"’' murmured Chiron to
himsell, ns he stopped from Berkley's

houss, **he won't eriminate hlm.l.t ﬁrtb-
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