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THE SCOUTS ADVENTURES,

BOUT the middie of April T received

orders to veport nt the front. 1 bad
been working at the headquarters of anoth-
ar division, further east, and was giad of
the ordor to send me up the Rapidan, the
mora 80 a8 I rocoived o bhint that n soout
had been planned for me. Reporting ot
Btevensburg, or in the Federal eamp oppo-
site, 1 was turned over to twe scouts who
had served sovernl months with the genor-
al, and told to secure from them such in-
formation ns I desired in regard to the
country south of us. When I came tothink
the matter over, I found that they could
only aid me in one way ; which was to give
me somoe idea of the Confederate force in
Btevensburg, and along the rond Jeadling
past Pony Mountain, and thence running
southwost, or nearly so, to Old Tavern,
Ming Ran, ete., points celebrated after-
wards as hotly contested battleflelds, 1
had traveled the road once, had been at
Chanecellorsville, 0ld Tavern, and other
points on the pikes, and only wanted to
know what was required of me by the gen-
eral, and something of the force of troops
around Popy Mountain and at points be-
yond.

1 was told by one of the scouts, who had
crossed the ford, passed the mountain, and
been five miles beyond, thatthe enemy was
in heavy force nlong the rond, as it seomed
the idea of the Confederste commander
that the FPedernl troops, on the openivg of
the campaign, would force the ford, and
endeavor to ndvance townrd Old Tavern by
the regular route,

The general informed mo that T was to
oross, enter Stevensburg, and not rebum
until I was thoroughly competent to re-
port the strength of the enemy gunrding
the rond between the town and Okl Tav-
orn, making the longest and most danger-
ous expedition which 1 had over under-
taken, It wasnot to be a scout, for scouts
seldom enter the enemy’s camp, but a rog-
ular spy expedition, whore 1 must con-
stantly enrry my life in my hand, the voad
being lined by Lee's troops in winter quar-
ters, Whileactiog as scout and spy in the
army I always made it o rule vover to un-
dertake an expedition without first connt-
ing all the ochances for and against mo ;
and after I had canvassed the prospoects of
this one I eamo to the oconoclnsion that T
would be arrested, tried, oconvicted and
bung asaspy within twenty-four honrs
aftor crossing the river. However, T wns
there to obey, and the chances being
agninst me made no difference with the

Ifednrahs plokets opposite, and how deep | When I went toraise mysell up I was so

the water was on the ford, and this was all
i I wanted of them, 1 then gavemy revol-
| vors o thorough overbauling, brought out
and put 4 keen odge on a fine knife which
had been presented ' mo & few days before,
and my war preparations were complete.
I next brought out my boots, n pair which
I had ‘‘constructed” toorder in Wash-
ington, The heels wore made to serow
on, the soles could Lo sprung open to
admit a paper, there were pockets in ench
boot-leg, and, altogother, the boots ware
“wonderfully and fearfally made,” and
had stood me more than one good turn.
I gavothem nthorough greasing, drew
them on; and then there was only one more
preparation. 1 wanted the uniform of »
Confederate officer. Of course, any render
will understund that I eonld not have
moved about in the Oonfederate comps in
| & Federal uanifdrm, and I wonld not be
hung any guicker if  caught playing Con-
| federate than 1 would if arrested in plain
clothes. As [ said before, it was to e all
spy and no scoat.

| A few days before s Confederato lisuten-
 ant of infantry had beeu oaptured by somo

Yankee ralders, and was then in camy,
‘ waiting to be forwarded to 'Washington,
Ho wus in full uniform, as wellas inn
new one, and 1 was conducted to his quar-
ters. Ho had refused a parole, and was
confined as closely as auy of his men would
have boen. Being admitted to his pres-
ence, I prevailed upon him to exehange his
uniform for & suit of bloe. Ho murmired
considerable at being forced to don gur-
ments go entirely misrepresenting his sen-
timents, but, a& the alternative wis no suit
at all, he made the oxchange like a  sensi-
ble fellow, and I walked out of the hut a
Confederate ofMoor. T never saw the gen-
tloman afterwards, ofbad a chanoce tobeg
his forgiveness, and so 1 do it here, desir-
ing him to understand that the suit came
ns near causivg my death as he conld have
hoped for, and that I bear him no ill-will
for the epithet which he hurled after me
ns I went  ont and left him trying to solve
the question as to what use ho could make
of the extratwo fect of pant legs with
which ho wns provided. If that partioular
pair of pants were two feet tpo long, Uncle
Sam had thousands of other pants two feet
too short,

The piokets at the river were of the opin-
fon that I could not cross at the ford, ow-
ing to the vigilance nlways exercised at
that point by the enemy. There lind been
a lively rainstorm o day or two provious,
swelling the Rapidan until T should have
to swim for it, and so it mattered very little
where 1 crossed ns far ns the gotting over
wis concorned, Half a mile below the
ford the banks were high and covered with
brush, and taking n last observation just
at dark, I mado up my mind to shun the
ford, nnd risk my chauce below. By land-
ing on the south bank, anywhere below
the ford, I wonld not find the pickets nt
the waler's edge, and would have n little
timo to rocover mysell after the cold swim.

The night ecame on all that could be de-
sired. There wus hall & gale Bowing, the
sky was covered with black olouds, the air
| was damp and full of mist, and one could
[ not seo & white tent over threo rods away.

It was Just such a night as 1 wanted, and
an hour after dmk I was onthe bank
| rendy to cross. One of the scouts and the
genernl's orderly were with me to assist

ohilled that I could not stand, and had to
erawl from the water and up the bank on
all fours. Had there been a pioket on the
bank, I should hava bsen captured then
sand there, for I could not but help ery out
a8 my koecs camo in contact with the
sharp stonos, Howevet, I got over the
bank, crawlod under a small tree, and in a
few minutes had donned my clothing,—
Quito sure that there was no one in the im.
mediate vicinity, I danced up and down
until my blood got to eirculating again,
and then was ready to move forward.

The reader will have noted that I meant
to play the role of a Confederatoe officer.
Knowing that I might be asked the loon-
tion of my regiment, and for what reason
I was teavelling avound, I bad writton my-
self the following pass :

‘* April 16th, 1864.

“ Pags Unorj;n M. Chapin, 1st Lisutenant
Co. B., 10th Virginia
mond  and return,
Lisutenant Chapin is heroby assigne
duty in the Qumtermaster's Dopartment
at the headquartors of Geneml Long-
street’s division, and will report at the ex-
piration of his leave of nbisence.""

document with a grand flourish.

eramped hand; so that 1 was hardly able to
read it myself when finished, Of ecourse
the document was informal, and drawn up
altogether unlike a regular furlough or
leave of absence, but 1 depended almost
altogether on. the influence which the sig-
nature would have with pickets, sentinels,
or any one else who had authority to de-
mand my document, On s similar pass,
signed by Genorgl Grant, I could have
made the round of the Union army, and
passed every picket, Much more would
depend upon my conduct than the sight of
tho pass,

Iwag ready nt last to proceed om by
way, and stepped off in the darkness
toward the town., I lenew that the village
wns held by a strong force, there to guard
the ford, but I plodded along with the stop
of n poldier safe within his own lines, and
soon entered the enstern outskirts of the
village, without haviog encountercd a sin-
glo porson, as there were o plokets out in
that direction, or 1 was luolky enough to
poads them, if any were there.  Getling into
tho town, I found plentyof soldiers and
civilinns abroad. The hotel was full of
men, thore was 0 saloon or two wliere sol-
diers were drinking, and I ran soross them
at every point. Passing by the hotel two
or three times, and seeing that the bar-
room was crowded, and hearing the men
talking in loud tones, as if' arguing some
matter, I concluded to goin. There was
nothing hazardous in the project, for it
whs not likely that any one would give me
particular notice so loog as 1 was a listener
and not adisputant, Waiting near the
door until 1 saw two soldiers about to pass
in, I joined them, and we all went in to-
gother, The room was full of tobaceo
smoke, nearly every one was drinking, and
I took o seat by the stove, without attract.
ing any notice.

“The wor'' was the topio of conversa-
tion with every one, Bome believed that
peace would soon come, others that the
South was getting badly worsted, and must
l quickly submit, and some of the disputants
| displayed considerable tomper. A little

general. Ho wanted information, and I | me jn my arrangements, but there was Jit- | ragged darkey stood noar me, and T sent
do not suppose that the nows of my death | (lo to do. Al T wanted was something to | him to the bar for some cigars, When he
while tryingto obtaln it for him, would | flost me naan ald In crossing the river, | returned T offered ono ton sergeant of
have ogoupled his mind more than fivel and this we had brought along, in tho | cavalty who satb nextto me, and after we
minutes by the clock, Thials not fntend- | yhape of two wide Lonrds made fast to- | bad commenced smoking a conversation
ed asn reflection on the humanity of the | pether, forming o raft about seven feot | began. He addressed me as ' Lieuten-
army generals, for thoy had no such foel- | long and four feot wide. The water was | 8ut,’’ and bad not the lenst suspicion that
ing ; atleast that Is my exporience, Many | oold as foe, and I could not dip my hand | I was otber than a Confederate officer.
& private eoldior forgot that there was | into the stream without s shiver. Iow. | However, my faco was new Lo him, and he
such a word, nod made war and its ghastly | over, I removed my uniform, rolled it up | presontly inquired :

attendant horrors his sole study ; wnd ns
for ecommanders, n soft heart would have
resulted in n court martial for neglect of
duty, However, I gave no thought, after
iy resolution was taken, to what might
bappen, and on the afternoon of & certain
Wednesday had recelved all the fostrive-
tions which the genarnl anw fit to give. He
had some jdea of the route and Its dsngees,
und did not add that 1 wanto make the
Journey with the spoed. which might bo
axpected of nn express train.

4 Yon will cross the river as you chooses,
plan as you sce fit, go as fast or ns alow ns
you like, and coma back, if possible, within
o weok,"

Bueh were his words ns he waved me
out, nnd (here wos no need of more, |
had threo hours of daylight left; and these
1 wsed in making wy floal arrangements,
1 Jearned from the pickets ot the river as

| fn w tght bundle, had the scout Tash it to
| the top of my head, and ina fow miautes
| wai roady to take to the water.

“You will be bLack before morning, be.
| cause you oun't even get Into Btevensburg,”
| remarked the seout, as 1 stepped nto the

water. ““1f you are not back, wo'll know
| that you were eaptured and put through."
[ The good<by did not warm the water
| any, for the fst moment  aftor I pushed
[off, 1thought I should spesdily freexe,
My legs were s0  numb that I conld hardly
;' move them ot first, bnt I got a littho used
! to the sonsation bofore I had drifted far
| down, sod headed wmy flost dingonally
[ noross the stream. 1t was the coldost job
|1 ever bad, yoncliing the other bank, and if
[ 16 had ot been for my float I should have
gone down like n bag of sand, As it was,
I kopt my hoad and shouldars above wiler,
gripped the boards tightly, aud flaating sud

pear as could be the loeation of the Con- | swimming, b last bumped the south bauk.

“You narefrom up theroad, wre you
Inot? Ido vot remember of having soon
| you down hiere before."

“Yes," 1replled, “my regiment s in
gquarters near Old Tavern, saud 1 amon a
furlough. Do the Yanks over the river
bothor you much this winter ¢

Y Not much, but we look for lvely timon
| next month. It seems to be genorally un-
| dorstood that Grant will try fogo to Rioh-
wond Ly this: route when the campalgn
opens, and If you bave just come down the
voud, you suw what preparations have boen
made to defand the route. I was up ot
Mino Run n fow days ago on furlough, and
I think the Yankeos will have Lot work
when they como this way,"

It was ovident that the Confederntes
vealizod the necessity of holding every
foot of the rond, and tho sergeani’s talk
lod me Lo elleve that it was belng fortd-
fled, nnd the number of defenders Increas-

nfantry, to Rich- |
Gloud for  thirty days. |
to |

I had seen the signature of General Lee | claim
soveral times, and 1 put his *“ fist" to the | o
I had |

nlso taken care to write the pass in a | 5y i

ed, Ho told mo the strength of the force
in Stevensburg, the location of wvarious
corps, the number of troops in the im-.
muedinte vicinity, tho number of batteries,
and doring our howr's conversation 1
gained mueh valuable information from
him,

He had said that he must returmn to
camp, and all the comminsioned offloars
had left the hote), when two half-drunken
soldiors got into n hot digpute about tho
battle of Bharpsburg, and one of them ap-
pigled to me to decide if the battle was
not n victory for the Confederates. [ re-
plied that the fight had always been con-
sidered a “draw,” when he immediately
blustered up and shouted ;

“Who in — are you? 1 never saw you
before "'

“ I don't want you to talk that way to
me, siv!" T replied, rising up, and Jooking
at him in a threatening way.

“You don't, eh?'' he replied, being just
drunk enough not to care what he said or
did,  #* Well, I will talk that way, and 1
should like to see you stop me "

“If you repent your words I will have
you nrrested and couwrt-martinled ' [ ex-.
e, looking around as if about to
arry my threat into exeantion.

“No you don't I hoe replied, throwiog
overcoat, and getting nods of en.
couwrpgement from half & score of his com-
panions. ** You don't belong here and I
don't know as you are s Heutennnt, at all !
I'd ns quick believe yon to bea Yankeo
!;1"‘ !!‘

It needed only this declaration to set
nearly every one in the room against me,
While the man bad no renson to believe me

| & spy, and did not utter his words from

any such belief, thoe rank and file of the
army always had n certain antipathy for
officers, arising, perhaps, from fealousy,
and the men in the room hoped to see a
fistionfl fight between us two.

“That's it, Tom ! Go for him ! Smash
his nose ! He's —n Youkee "' were ox-
pressions heard all around the room ; and
I saw that serions trouble was coming.

“The men are drunk, loutenant,” whis-
pered the sergeant,  and that fallow is
going to make you trouble, Back iuto the
cornor, and I'll stand by you !

He deew his sabre, 1 drew out my
U Colt, and we retreatod until it was not
possible to attack ue except in front, The
movement put every man in ihe room
against us. Bome hnd guns, some sabros,
and nearly all had revolvers, and the wen-
pong come out with haste. Holdivg
bhoavy sabro in his hand, “Tom" headed
tho orowd now ndvancing across the room,
nnd a row seemed imminent,

“Tom Ferguson, you'd betber look out!™
warned the sergeant, as their sabres were
ahout to cross.  “/It will be death to you
and all the vest if yon strike the leuten.
ant I"

The words were timely, asnd the men no
sooner realized Wheir force than thoy censed
to crowd forward, and there was o chance
for a patley. Besing ap opening, I was not
long in taking advaniage of It by saying :

** As for this man, 1 shall have him ar-
rested and court-martialed, The rest of
you aro not so much to blame ; and if any
of you believe that T am n Yankee spy, aa
he has assortod, here is the proof to the
contrary,"

Lput up my rovolvar, bronght out the
pass having the sigoature of ** Unelo Rob-
ert,’’ handed it to the nearost man, and in
two minutes they had me at the bar drink-
Ing,and were nearly crowding me on top of
it. Not one of them doubted the genuine-
ness of the signature; but all saw that 1
must be in good standing to be uble to se-
oure & pass diveotly from General Lee. All
was exoitemont for the next fifteen min.
utes, and not until I wonld agree to forgive
nod forget, would they lob me go. Just as
wo wire gotting ready to leave a soldier
oo In with the information that the man
Tom Ferguson, who had cansed all the
tronble, had been shot, Fearing that 1
would oarry out my threat to have him
court-moartinled, he had suenked out of the
hotel, made for the ford, and was shot by
the Confedorate pickets while in the act
of deserting to the Umion lines,

When the men had  all left 1 had o short
conversation with the landlord, who claim-
ed 1o be my friond all the way throogh the
trouble, and then I was tooked wway for
thio night in one of his best rooms, T Lpd
wade my debut, had  passed an ' oxamine
ntion,” and, as I conld see little of Btovens-
burg during . dack night, I hsd made up
my mind to have u vest, pnd to proseoute
my observations by daylight. For expe-

rience had convineed me that a bokl
 brassy'' course was the best course for a
nupy in the eneomy's camp,

: After n round sleep and a fuir breakfast,
I went out upon the strect, informing the
urbane lsndlord that he might expect me
back to dinner. 1 intended make a
thorough examination of the town, nnd to
do it openly. Tho main thing was to soe
what works hed béen thrown up dlong the
river,

Bauntering down the maln street, T pres-
ently camo in sight of several earthworks
mounting guns, and noticed n line of
breastworks and a number of rifle-pita.
Walking close down to the ford T was en-
tirely awny from cover, when a bullet from
o Yankeo musket cameo singing close to
my enrs, and n  soldier shounted to me to
Jump behind the breastwork,

“You must be new here, lientenant,’”
ho remarked, ns I sought cover. ““Why,
it's 0 great wonder that you did not get a
bullet in your body."?

I explained to him that I Lad recently
arrived at Stevensburg, and was not aware
| of the danger- 1 ran in appronching the
| ford. Thoe gun from across the river pro-
| voked a return fire, and  for half an hour
the plokets wasted their smmunition s
attempting to do each other injory. Duore
ing the firing & leutonant-colonel came
along down behind the defences, and com-
ing over he shook hands with me and be-
gan a conversation. Ho nsked after my
vegiment, division, commanders, dte., and
I thonght I bhad answered all his questions.
satiufactorily, when he puddenly turned
npon me and remarked ;

to

“There's nothing strange in your being
granted a furlough or being assigned to
other duties ; but our loeation here, right
in the face of the enemy, compels us to
carofully soan such faces as we do not
know, Isuppose you hiave your documents
with you ?*!

“Cortainly I have,” I replied, logging
out my pocket-book, and preparing to open
the paper. .

“No, lieutenant, beg pardon ; I de uob
mean to question your word. Of course
youare all right ; and I hope you will have
n pleasant visit to your friends, and find
your new position all that yon hope for,”

I had mentioned to bim in our conver-
sation that 1 was going to Richmond, had
been transferred to the Quurtermuoster’s
Department, and that 1 bad many friends
in Riehmond, The alncrity displayed in
producing my document seomed to disnrm
hin suspicions, and he invited me to Tunch
with him athis tentat 2 o'cloel. After
promising to be there on time, I explained
to him that I was looking around to grat-
ify my curiosity, and resumed my stroll,
taking mental notes of all I saw.

The place was very woll defonded, and it
was certain that the Confederntes, who had
much advantage in the make of the ground,
could hold the ford agninst soperior num-
bers. A large force of men were thon busy
adding to the defences, and with several
soldiers with whom 1 conversed I found
that they were every day expeeting that
the Union force opposite would make an
aggresaive movoment,

It was noon when I had ecompleted my
examinations, and I returned to the hotel
for dinner, ealeulating to leave the town
directly after and proceed up the rowd.
There woare very few people about tho
hotel, and noone seemed to give me any
thought. While eating, I found {hat somo
of my notes were slipping from my mem-
ory, and ko I went to my room to wrile
them down. Procuring paper, I made a
drawing of some of the defences, jouted
down all that the goneral would care to
know, aud then folded wop the paper and
prepared to scorete it, I had unscrewed
tho heel of my left boot, deposited the
paper in the cavity, and was about to af-
fix the heel again, when I caught a side
glance of sume one at the doer. Conolided
next weel,

it t——

Durability of Different Woods.

Experimonts have been Iately made by
driving sticks vonde of 'different woods,
ench two feet long, and ono end one-half
fneh square, into the ground, only ons-half
loch projecting outward, It was found
that in flve years all those made of cak,
elm, ash, fir, soft mabogany, and n-avly
every varlety of pine, were totally rotten.
Larch, bard pine and teak wood ware de-
cuyed ou the outside only, whils noacia,
with the exception of being slightly st-
tacked on the exterior, was sound. Hard
mahogany and cedar of Lebanon were in

cedar was found ns good us when put in the
ground, '

KW Love matches are often formed by
peoplo who pay for a month of honey with

alife of vinegar,

tolerably good condition ; but only Virginisgsss,



