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Tried for Murder.|

A Detective’s Story.

" HAVE worked up many hard cases,
l and  bave comered many
eriminule, but pever, before or since, have
1 engnged in a case 8o complionted, or one
which was ko hard to. elear up, nx that
Stuart-Firatons murder oaso. |

notorions

You know the Stuarts were very healthy
and the old man had only two sons, Cecil
and Gilbert; ontlandish names thoy had, to
be sure, but they were very proud of them,
at lenst the younger ove. As 1 sanid, he
had only two fo bothor bim, and.to these,
of conrae, he gave the bulk of his property.
Cecil was u oripple, the result of being
dropped by a careless nurse in infancy.

Gilbert, the younger of the two, was
varly known to all the sports asa jolly
good fellow, partly because he would al-
ways stand n troat, and would play  bil-
linrds and such games; and yet ho was ney-
or known to win when playing fora wager. |
In this manner he sustained his reputation |
of being n free-and-ensy fellow. Bat in the |
meantime his property wias steadily de- |
oreasing until, at lust, his share—which, in

the first place, would have been more than
enough for men lIike you and me—dwin-
dled down to  an insigaitiount sum, and he
hnd tolook in some other direction for
money to pay his geming debts,  He had
often applied to his brother for nid, aud
had often obtpined
advice, which he premised
never did,

Cocil was slways very studiovs, and had
surronnded himself with all the old-fashion-
ed bouoks that he eould bear of o obthin,
And on account of his lameness this kind
of compuiy had n churm for him that we

ity togethor with good
to head,

| yecords of our city; and as there were many

but |

Lyon lhad boen srrested and charged with I

the erime of murder,

Although but fow were intimately ace
quainted with Ceell Stuart, and a searce- [
ly Jarge circle barely know him usa very |
cocentric man, yet the crime lrcil:g Gom-
mitted atthe very door of their mansion
made it seem  the most startling one in the

influentinl personnges who loved Roger
Lyon better than all their friends besides,
and many a poor washerwoman who bless-
ed the day that he saved her bit of ground
from the auttioneer’'s hammer—to have
him, the people’s favorite, charged with
such a deed, seemed to be fin outrage upon
all elasses of our citizons.

1 well remember when Lansing, Lyon's
lawyer, ealled upon me and begged me
to try my best to clear up the mystery.
At this timo I had been in the dotective
force nearly four years, andof course, |
knew the ropes pretty well. Buat fora
month I confess that at times T was nearly
bafiled,

But I will ¢ome directly to
As nfirst step, I went to the dellar where
the body was found, and, as 1 had ordered
it to  bao left there alter the inguest till §
could examine everything myself; it still
romained Being something of a
dootor, I naturally examined the wounds,
and was satisfied they would not canse in-
stany desth. But Idid not rely npon my
own medical skill in this, but sent for a |
physician. Il came—a sharp fellow nam- |
ed Denning—and probed the wounds.— |
Oune of
other two were in the lungs, evidently in-
tended to cause hemorrhage, which had
followed, but not suflicient to cause death
immediately. !

Roger Lyon's knife, with which the deed
had been committed, s silver-mounted
niTair, Iny near the wall, !

The doctor goon finishad his work, and
giving me alook that T interpreted in-
stantly, went out, taking Lansing with
Lim, to whom he communicated the re-
sult of his examinations. When they had
gone 1 walked over to the wall and picked
up the knife. Assoon as I stooped over to
do this [ saw some marks on the wall that
appeared to have been made by a sharp
instrument of some kind. While I was
exnmining these Gilbert Stunrt and Albert
Firstone gntered. 1 was about to eall their
attention to the marks when n sudden
thought caused me Lo close my mouth upon
the words that were almost on my tongue's
end. i

After obtaining permission they took |
thie body to his late rosidence.

As soon s they were gone, | ngnin ex-
amined the mavks, and found thoy were
b combination of letters and figures ar-

my story.

there.

thom went close to the heart, the

in good health would not feel,

Cecll was nlways very lonient townrd
his erving brother; but at last hearing from
every sonrce of his serapes, lie was com-
pelled, by a sense of duty, to weeolve to
vefuse his application for aid,  And it was
not long before be huad to test Lis resoln-
tion, for Gilbert, after an **all wight** of it
at o gaming shloon, came to bhim and beg-
wed for more money. Cocll reasoned with
him, and with toars iu his eyea begged that
he wounld quit his wild habits, But all was
of no avail, and be was compelled, much
againat his brotherly -feelings, to refuso
him the aid ho sought., At this Gilbert
flow into s frenzy of mge and left the
hounse, swearing thut he would get the mon-
oy in sume manoer,

As he wix walking hoveward, foeling
anything bat ploasant, he saw his dead-

whom he ind heen puying attention for
some time, but who now gave lum the
“out direet,” Maddenod at this, he rush-

ed into w saloon near by, and calling for | of books, 1 noticed n look of  triumph |
whisky, ' he swallowoed & glassful in an jo- | o his faoo as his pancil Bow over the pa- | Lausing to go with me to luncheon. Inan
hour we rveturoed, and found Denning, |

stant, then went bome apd ealled his bos-
om friend and counselor to him,

Albert Firstone, the friend, was a bro- | jed a table giving the relative  mumber. of | vials, 1 immedistely went to my dosk,
ken.down gambler; n maniwho had spent | each letter that Is used in common English | took out Roger Lyon’s. kuife, and handed
& fortuve on the turf, asod was now nom- | words, I looked it over, snd walted for | it to him, asking bim to sve if there wero
inally acting ns » jockey for Gilbert Btuart, | him to speak. 1n s moment ho looked up | any pleces of stone in the blood stains

bat. was in reality his confederate in
iﬁuiﬁu_sau af mhhm . and, ax the sequel
will show, of murder. Thess two friends
were olodeted together fora Ion‘ﬁlle,
and time showed the result of thelr con-
feronoce, though I weuld uot spall nto-
ry by vevealing too soon their nxrluu
desligns,

Of cowrse yon romember the exoite-
ment in the up-town cireles when the news
of Ceoll Btuarg’s wurder was ecirculited,
nnd the astonis L of every one when it
wis known boen found

| ranged lko this:
85—1225—D

| Tcopied them on paper, and then, tak-
| ing the knife with me, T went to my office
down-town, to study out, If possible, the
 cipher T had discovered. T had mo doubt
| that it was made by Coeil, probably after he
hud been stabbed ; and 1 was convinced

| Buccess,

| the marks on the wall, but I could find mo

| lows :

| opments, Lunsing came in,

reached, and it convineed me that the
figures were to be changed, in some way, to
letters, before the eryptogram could be en-
tirely solvad.

About a week after this, Lansing was
ealled ont of the city by the sickness of his
mothor, As I parted with him at the
depot, I told him to keep up his courage,
and to write out his defense, while I would
attend to the remainder,

During all this time the opposing counsel
wore striving in every possible manner to
make an  adamantine chain of evidence
that should immediately condemn the pris-
oner beyond any shadow of doubt.

In this way nearly three weeks had
passed awny since the muorder, when T re-
ceived a telegram from Lansing informing
me of his return to the city. All this time
I had been shut up in my office, working,
it must be confessed, with little hopes of

The day that 1 expected Lausing's: re-
turn I went to the place where the body
hind boon found, nud examined carefully

other than the ones I had seen 'I:mful'l:, so I
concluded that those were the only ones,
As Istood looking at them, however, I
gaw what seemed to be a piece of stone
lying on the foor of the cellar, As a de-
fective soes o cluo in everything, I picked
itup, and found, to my soarprise that it was
n plece of putty, As soon ax I discovered
this I searched the whole wall to find
where the piece came from, and at Inst 1
discovered that some marks near the others
were filled with putty. [ seraped it away,
and the whole eryptogram appeared as fol-

8 T—1228—D
124
A Firat Ond

(The letters and figures in italies had
been concealed by pulty.)

1 took nuother copy and went back to
my retreat, leaving orders for no one to he
ndmitted to the cellnr.

Here, now, was another mystery ; and
from the revelation whioh I bhnd just re-
ceived, 1 was astonished into ‘the belief
that Albert Firstone had something to do
with the erime.  But yet the cipher was
still n mystery.

While I was studying these ‘new  devel-
1 grasped his
hand with a pressure that made him wince,
as 1 showed him the other Jetters I had
found., He looked at them n moment, and
then sprioging from his chalr fairly shout-
ed :

* Firstone is the murderer, and his name
is the key to the cipler '

And showod me that the word “Fir-
stone” inmy copy was separated in two
words, and that line read: " A First
one.” By this key the figures read, *a b
b'e,” and the cipher,with the addition to
the part concenled, read :

Stabbed
by
A. Firstone.
Wa did not either of us shout ** Eureka'’

| that the canse of its being In cipher was,
| that no ong would be able to notios it
enough to obliterato it, But by what |
| means could I obtain a key was now the
| puzzie.
Aoting according to n suggestion of Lan-

or anything else. But 1 looked st Lansing,
who wos trembling like = leaf, and said,
‘“You ought to have been a detective.”

[ Having written out the cipber according
to his translation, and being couvinved that
I had been outwitted, or something of that

sing,1 went to tho librury, and for a week [
rummajod its sbelves for any work that
mentioped cipher writing. 1 continged

bringiog home books untal my den looked |

| more like a reading-room than u deteotive’'s

) | office, while in their midst sat ,L-itmling,i
leat enemy riding with & young lady, to | gearching every page, and, occasionally |

| jotting down  sometbing in o book by his

| mide,
One day, ne L ontered  with my arms full

por.  Io apswer. to my inquiry he handed
mo a slip of paper upon which he had cop-

and sald :
' praminovee over olbers ; eall ‘¢! one. They
you nee ' In sgoond boat; cal) it two. Thep
run your eye np to the fifth in importance,
and we have 'd* and ‘I." Take last num-
ber five, and the fignres, with the addition
of the two letters that were expromsed,
roud, feettl'd’ Bo you eee I have \ang-
lated the cipher in one way." ;
by gy el

1 admitted that it wan a yery Jngenious 4

1| ing that the kuife hiad beon

sort, by a lawyer, I leaned back on my
| ehnir, and, Tean’t tell why, but T burst ont
[into a hesrty laugh, which Lansing soon
| joined,

After my risible powors waore oxhausted,
I rany the bell for the ermnd-boy, and sent
a noto like this to Denning:

“ Come nl» to my den this afternoon, and
bring some handy instrument for the de-
teotion of foveign substances such as pieces
of stons in bleod."

After wending this 1 prevailed upon
1

| with a large wioroscope and soveral small

“certifiylng that, apcording to the best med-

“That is the result you wanted to reach,
in it not "' asked Denning, looking me in
the face. |

“Yes" T answered.

Then taking a picce of paper I wrote for
a moment, and then bhanded him what T
had written, with a request that hoe would
sign it, which he did, It wna an aflidavit [

ioal knowledge, the deceased wmust have
livod some time after the fatal blow was
received ; and that, from minute particles
of stone which adhered to the blads, it
must have been used by some one, probably
the decensed, to out stone with after the
blood stains were on it

Here, then, wos the evidenco needed to
prove the innocence of the prisoner., 1
could not resist the temptation to reveal it
to Denning, and s happler trio could hard-

DIVIDE ET IMPERA !

How Does a Light Eugine Draw a Reavy
Train.

FRHE (st locomotive patented

twenty yeara ago. Driving only one
car, if lightly loaded it did very well : but
when tho lond it drew was heavier than its
own weight, its  wheels would not bife—
that is, they would turn round and round
without advancing. Henee n cow-catoher
was needed befind to guard against ontilo
running into it in the rear. It seemed at
first impossible to make a less weight move
a greater on an up grade § and, for 27 years
afterward, no ono invented an engine able
to deaw three times its own weight. At the
present  day, however, locomotives swoeep
along with trains more ponderous by 15 or
20 times than themselves. One meany

Wis

Iy be found than were nssembled in that
little down-town office.

The trial was to commence in about o
week, and of conrse we were impatient for
the timn‘tu poss,

At last the
was crowded,

day cnme, The court-room

and many of the detective
present.  After some other
our ocnse wascalled up. The
judge asked—

“ Guilty or not guilty

“ Lansing, in the bebalf of the prisoner,
broke the silence with the words—

H Not guilty,” and added, 1 would ac-
cuse Albert Firstone of the crime charged
upon my client.”

The looks of the wroteh as ho mide this
bold eharge carried the conviction of its
truth to every mind in the court room.

The attorney then went on to say that he
knew the charge le made was n serious
one, but if he also knew that he had sufli-
cient evidence to prove its truth. He
therefore nsked the court to postpone the
trial of liis client until the charges he had
miade ware investigated,

This request the courl rendily compliod
with, aod Albert was ordered
into enstody.

foree were

business,

a8

Firstone,
A preliminary examination wos at onee
had, and a true bill was found ngninsg him,
and in a few hours he was pluced in jail to
be trigd for murder,

In the menntime, Lyon, was released on
bail, until snoh time as a fiaul disposition of
the ease oould be had.

The vext morning Albert Firstone, was
found dead in his cell, und n slip of paper
containing a confession of the deed, was
found beside him,

Heo also implicated his friend Gilbert, as
an accomplies, but that individual had
taken care to save himsell from farther
trouble by flight,

All this was very fortunate for us, for
although wa felt sure that we had cnused
the arrest of the guilty party, we wmight
have had some tronble to convinee n jury
of the fuok, !

As it was, Mr. Lyon's case wns the next
day called up, and & formal verdiet of
‘' Not guilty" was entered on the records
of the court, and as the roal culprit was
beyond the reach of human punishment,
that was the endof the Stuart-Firstouo
murder casa,

-

A Fish Story.

A very stuid and worthy old gentloman
resided In New Haven, whom & suceessfal
mereantile carver of more than thirty years
had place  in independent, If not affivent
circumstances, but, through either custom
or o desive to ndd to hisalready awple
store, he still continned bhis businoss and
his anteprandial visits to the counting-
house.  One morning the good wife had
postponed the matutinal meal in conse-
gquence of his absence, wotil that rare and

| valunble thing in 8 woman—her patience—

was well-nigh exbausted, At last, how-
over, he made his appenrance; and without
sny exouse for his tardiness, but looking
espeoinlly glom and ont of humor, he sat
bhim dawn to eat. A oup of ocoffee par-
tially restored him, and opening his mouth,
he spalee;

| which still showed on the knife. He knew

| "Yousee that the table g‘i;?u ‘o' the | my mesning In an instant, And taking a

vial he ecarefully rinsed a portion of the
staing with its contents, letting the liguid
run upon & gloss slide, which he had
placed in the sun's rays. "
Impatiently we walied and watched for
| thie exaporation of the liquid. Tt was soon
'8l gone, when ho placed . the slide fn_the
microsoups sud kurned the powerful - sup-
upon it. On Jooking |
pavticles of stone, sowa.

ware plainly visible, thus prov.
used

with't

the lews, |

lhe Vood had

i Most sxtrnordinary clrepmstance, most

| extraordinary iodeed !

[ Why, what do you mean, my dear "’

|. demanded the lady. !

| “Mean? Hero bave L had toopen the
shop with my own hapds, and after aitting

Au tho doorway  full hoar, waiting for my
boys; not one of thom made his sppearance,
and T was foreed to elose the shop again to
oomo to breakfast ! g Ryt

of gaining this vast increase of power for
the lopomotive, wns by dieiding the Toaud.
I It was found, that an engios powerless to
stir five times ity welght of “freight when
concentrated in ane eay, conld readily draw
| it when distributed in n dozen cars loosely
shackled together, It was heavier than
| each single car ;  and it bad overcome the
inertia of each oney, & moment before it on.
countered the inertin of another. It was
thus more than & mateh for ench car taken
singly ; aud, pulling them soccessively, it
drew after it & train ns long as 8 comet,
and the farther it ran the more strength it
had to ran further. IHere was the story of
little David over aghin,  Owdinarily the
stripling’s weight, ns ho told Gollath, was
one hundred and twenty, but whenever he
got mad ke woighed @ ton. Morcover, the
engine forced the momeéntum acquired by
every cnr it hiad started, to swell its own
poteney in overcoming the resistance of all
that remained still motionloss.

“This railrond  acldevement (making o
light engine draw n heavy train), if not so
common wonld scem miraculons ; and it ix
analogous to  an expedient for secoring a
farm which is equally simple and equally
offioncions. It Is this : * Divide your pay-
| ments.” Buying, as 4,025 settlers have
bought of the DBurlington and Missouri
River Road in Jows or Nebraska, within
tho last three yoars, on ton years' oredit,
and six per cent. intevest, you pay in eleven
instalments spread over hull' a life time,—
the first not doe till the beginning of the
third yonr. DBosides, overy nore you buy
adds to your paying power, as the lead-
way of every moving car reinforoes the
traotile energy of the locomotive.*

In purchasos made sinee 1872 nothing Is
due on the princlpal until the beginuing of
the fifth year, and then anly one seventh
annually,

“Divide to conquer*” 18 the maxim of
Satan when he sows discord among  breth-
ren,  Use it for your good as Butan will for
your harm, and as Btephienson did to mul.
tiply the magleal foeces of his fmmortal
and world-moving locomotive, * Get mad
and weigh o ton.,” Own land and nobody
shall ever own you., Be your own man !

-—— —
A Pickpocket’s Discomfiture,

A woman who wasriding in a Broad.
wiy omuilms, not long since, hecame aware
that the “gentloman’’ on ber right was
foeling for her - pockot under bor oloak.
For & moment o ¢old shiver passed through
fier, but as it was broad daylight, and as
there weve evidently many persons in the
omnpibus to whom she might apply for pro-
tection, she took cburage, and recolloating
that in the dress she wore her poclet had,
much to her provious apuoyance, been
wowed od the wroug slide of the skict, con-
cluded to sit still and wait the course of
ovents.  After having  been sufficlently
entertained by the yain eMorts of her neigh-
bor to find the poeket, she turned to him
add sald quietly, ** My pocket is on the
other - side, sir." The man immodiately
jumped up, pulled the steap, and disap-
peared with most nmosing mapidity, the cool-
uess of the ludy having been too much for
Lis artistio nerves,

- ——
ldle Girls, .

It is & painful speotacie in Mmilied whoie
n mothor 8 o drodge to g0 tho dunghters
elegantly dressod, reolintig at theoir edse with
tholy drawing, thelr music, their faocy work
and thelr rending, beguiling thembélyes of
tha lapse of hotre, days and weeks, Lut as

uence of neglect of duty,
: m:’m thoip unhlflln::, la;gg
m n? avery newly invented wid L o
arouss thelr drooping energy,
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