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PEOPLE WILL TALE.

You may get throngh the world, but “twill be
viry elow,

If you listen toall that is eald na you go:

You'll be worried and fretbed, and kept in »
slow,

For meddlesome tongues will have something
wa do,

For people will talk.

If guiet and modest, you'll have it présumed
That your humble position Is only assumed,
You're n wolf in sheep’s clothlng, or elso
you're a fool;
But don’t get excited, keep porfectly cool,
For people will tnlk.

If generons and noble, they’ll vent out thelr
spleen;
You'll hear some loud hints that you're solfish
and mean;
11 upright, honest, aud fair as the day,
They'il eall you n rogue ln asly sneaking way,
For people will talk.

And then If you show the least bolduess of
heoart,
Or n slight inclination to take your own part,
They will call you an upstart, concelted and
valn;
But keep straight shead, don’t stop to explain,
For people will talk.

I threadbare your dress, or old-fushioned your
hat,
Bome one will surely take notice of that,
Aund hlnt rather strongly you fan’t puy your
own way;
Hut don’t get exelted, whatever they say,
For peaple will talk,

If you dress in the fushion, don’t think to
escape,

For they eritlolse then In a different shupe—

You're nhead of your means, or your- tullor's
unpaid;

But mind your own business there's naught (o
be made,

For people will talk.

Now the hest way Lo do ls to do as you plense;
For your mind, If yon haye one, will then bhe
al cuse,
Of course yon'll meet with all sorts of abuse;
But don’t think to wtop them~—"twill be of no
nse—
For people will talk.

The Watchmaker's St.ory.

BUPPOSE every man has somo whims

I know 1 bave., And [ suppose ane’s
oducation bas something to do with one's
whims. Mine had., Tt Is now five years
gineo I hung out my sign—a big wooden
watch—over the sidewalk on Main street in
Cotiaqua, Ilivois. 1 had served an ap-
prenticeship with my father, who was i
Jjeweler in Chicago before the fire, and the
old gentleman had “ et moup,” as the
suying is, ina store of my own in Oattaqua.
There was nothing I enjoyed =0 much as
that sign. Every time 1 onme to the store
I east my eyoes up and read:

Hinaker & 10
Wlt.c mnar & Jowolor

But al.lont my lrl.lluu. 1'ou (ltm t onre
about the sign. 1 have often thought that
if 1 wns a literavy man and was master of a
literary atyle, if I had had half so0 much
practice at writing for the papers us I Liave
had putting in main-springs, 1oould make
the history of gy whim quite Interesting.
Bat bere I am  talking about my sign and
all the rest. Howevor, Iam nob »story-
writer nor i story-tellor, 1 hope, and so
you'll have, to lot me gel nt that story of
my whim in my own way. It s s good a
lovo story as 1 ever rend, In fact 1 think
it is better, Bodoes my wife. But then
overybody thsinka bis own the beat, I sup-
pose. 1 know mine in.

Ihad & fanoyfor carrying ® watch A
would keep time. 1donot means

| about Jjt onee,

watch that loses five minutes a woek or a
month.
that, like Coptain Cuttle's, needs setting
ahead ' (IMeen minutes afore dinner and
fifteen minutes artor dinner ;' nor an Irish
watch like the one that kept *‘ thb best tium
and the most of it of any watch in town.'

I got me areal machine-made watch—I
don't think I had best tell what make, it |
would be advertising my watches in a love
story ; and besides 1 am a dealer, and if 1
tell which wateh T chose, I should offend
the sther manufacturers, 1 suppose, which
might not be the best thing in the way of
business,

But 1 regulatod my watch carefully. 1
do think it hasa good effect ona man to
carry & watch that keeps good time.  An
inncourate watoh always seomod to me &
linr. and I donot think auy lover of the
truth would carty one. 1 regulated my
watoh until 1 bronght the thing to  # nico
point. It isn't best to tell you how little
it varried in s year. It would sound like
an exaggeration to you, and it would make
my story have a flavor of the shop, and I
hate & man to be always © talking shop."

My watch went beautifully, and I did
boast a little about i,
how perfoctly that watch
kept time, and he looked up at me with a
kindly smile and then said pleasantly : **1
hope you take pains to regulate your life
ns carefully ns you do the watoh.'' That
word did me more good than all the ser-
mons he had propohied sinee 1 came to Cat-
taqua, - 1 could never look my dear friend,
the watel, * in the face after thaty without
soeming to hear the question: “ Do you
regulate your life so  earefully?”  Woell, 1
hope my life does not vary vom the true
standard ®o much ps it did ; but itisn't a
tinct or & Bunday School book 1 am wri-
ting, but a love story, il 1 over got to it

You sce when I wrote to father at the
end of the first year, telling him how wel!
I was getting on, he wrote back to me that
I oughit to get marriod. He said I would
be a better man and a happier one with &
good wife. And then he added thissen-
tence: * But do not take any woman not
full-jeweled." 1 knew what he meant.
Ho wanted me to be as careful not to be
imposed on by a sham in morrying as T was
not to be humbugged ina witch. But
how few women or men there are who hnve
all the jewels !

My father’s letter set me to thinkiug
about marriage, Living a rather lonely
life, 1 amused myself by thinking what
sort of u woman my wife would be and
what Ishonld do to make her happy. 1
would give her a wateh, the very mate to
my own, & ladies' wateh that would keep
time. Ladies’ watches are such shams
generally ; good for show, nothing else.
So 1 pioked out a watoh of the same make
ns my own, and amused myself with rogu.
Inting it. That was for my wife when 1
should find ber, Playfully 1 told one or
two friends what I meavt to do with my
Indies’ wateh, and the story got abroad.
It wis & matter of nolittle bantering among
the girls who should have my ** Lady El-
gin.” Some declured they did not want
it, and o great many asked to seeit. s
acourncy got to be talked about, and the
story helped trade, for half a dozen mar.
ried gentlomen in the village provided their
wives with duplicates. But there! [ am
talking shop.

My Lady Elgin beeame more und more
colobrsted ; some, Tmagining that it must
be better than any other, endeavored to
buy it, but this 1 refused steadfustly, sven
when I was offored & premium foris. 1
would not begin by wronging my wife
while yet 1 did not even know who she
would be. 1 soon found that 1 could not
go into uny company without meoting oll
sorts of allusions to my wife's wateh,
When usked who the lady would be, 1
always answerod in the words of my fath-
er, “olady full-jeweled.' Bome thought
by this T meaut a rich wife, but others un-
derstood it

Tam not ono of those who think that 1
might Dhave muarried soy womin, Auvy
man who believes that of himself is a fool
and an egotist, But the very fact that this
watch was talked about muade some of the
Indies particularly snxious to oarry it off,
as it had become & sort of A prize to be
taken by competition, Bometimes a givl
would stop te see it, and talk abeut it, and
blush in » way meant to hint to  me that
ghe wonld lke it, But Iwas dotermined
that none bat & full-jeweled woman shisuld
bave it. And s not modesty a jewel ox-
cooding precious?

My business was oven more prosperous
the md;mibnllullnk, for Cattaqua
louﬂm rapidly in consequence of the

of Fomale College in the

Nordo 1 mean an English watch i

I told the ministor |

.| ping.

| town, and the building ef the Perkinstown
Branch 1. 1., which made our town a rail-
wiy junction,

1 thonght more than ever of marrying,
‘ and had  well nigh sottled on Miss Sephie

i Bonnett,n member of the senior olass in the |

| Bodger Female Colloge, and the daughter
| of Mr., Bennett, of the firm of Bennott &
Brown, dry goods merchauts, Bophie is
handsome and a fine musician,  Bhe is well
sducated, and she taught a class of girls in
the Bunday School of which I was Bocretary
at that time. 1did admire her o great
deal, for she was o brilliant talker and
know a great deal more than I did. And
she had the art of winning, When T walk-
ed home with her she managed to make the
conversation pleasant, and though she
knew 50 much more than I did about many
things, she never lot me feel it, Bhe wna
in every regard amiable, That is whnt
averybody called hor,

She had a friend hardly so handsome as
she was—at least I thouglht meot, Louisa
Jones was quite young yet; but she was
teaching in the publio schools in  order to
lielp her father, who was poor. I mention
fhis Lonisa Joneshere because of @ con-
versntion 1 overheard between hor and hor
fond  Bophie Bennett. 1 had paid some
attention to the latter, until I found that
people talked about it. Everybody's cu-
riosity had beon oxcited by the talk about
my wateh, and I could not walk home with
nyoung woman without starting atalk
about my Lady Elgin, 8o 1 was careful not
to give too muel attention to Bophie whilo
1 was still undecided.

But one evening 1 lhad about made up
my mind.  Fixing n wateh for Mr, Bonnett
sfl me to thinking on Boplie Bennett and
ail her amiable ways and her fine scholar-
ship. 1 thought I would go to the Church
sociable that very evening and go home
with Sophie, perbaps I should do more.
That wateh would look well o her. Bub
I did not get Mr. Beunet's watch done as
soon a8 I had expeoted, on acgount of being
interrupted by customers buying presents
for the holidays, I had promised that the
watoh should be ready in the morning, for
Mr. Bennott was to start to Chicago on the
hialf-past eight o'clock train to buy goods.
Atlust I finighed the job, locked all my
valuables in the safe as quickly as possible
put eut the kerodene lamp—it was before
the gas was introduced into the village—
and hastened to  the socialile, hoping to
arrive in time to go home with Bophis Ben-
nett. [ muost have prétty much made up
my mind before starting, for T remember
now—and I blush when I rememborit—
that I did not lock the Lady Elgin in the
safe thatevening. 1 thrust it chain and
all, fintoan inside pocket of my vest. 1
caunot tell why 1did it. T certainly lud
no very distinet purpose of oflfering it to
Bophie Bennett that evening, and yetl
doubtless thought best to have it handy.
It made my heart beat fastor to feel it there
s I walked briskly toward the house
where the sociable was, for I had missed
the car. The street cars had just been
introduced at that time, aud the only line
running was the oune from the depot to the
Female College, and it would have carvied
mo past the door, but that I had misssed
the car, and there was no other one at that
timeo in the evening for balf an hour, so 1
was obliged to walk through the rain. But
I hisd brought & large umbrelln. It is al
ways well to bave n large umbrells when
you mean to sharve it with o lady.

I sogn found that I wis oo late for the
soei The people were already golog
homo, It wus very dark and raining. 1

noticed two yotmng ladies pass and stop
within six feet of me, standing under an
umbrolls togethor. [ could not tell who
they wore, it was so dark, and they evi-
dently did not seo mo at all—1 stood shel-
tered by the box which protected those
feeblo maples that wo prairie people plant
along our side-walks aud call shade troes,
I thought from their relative stature nnd
figure that they must be Bophie Bennett
aud Louisy Jonos. As the Lady Elgiu in
my pocket made my heart palpitate as [
stood there waltiug to recognize their
voloes snd then make mysoll known to
thews, But by the thwe | had made sure
who they were [ was so much inferested
In what they were saying that 1 was guily,
for the first time ‘o my life, of eaves-drop.
I shouldn’t have lstened if it had
not been for the wateh o suy inside vest
pooket. 1 woas never a very bopulsive man

I acted deliberstely, I wanted a woman
full-jewoled, sad it bohooved me not te be
inm burey, and pot to be dasxled by any
finary on the outalde.

“Itis areal alinmo, Loulsa, th:you
should do so much for your famlly,

¥

snd I confess that in this affaix of the heart:

1 | formation the same subject.”

mulldu t at your nge.
pend every ocent you earn in dressing.'’

It was Bophie speaking in her good natuyed !
mugical voice.

“But,"" auswered the young school teach- |
er, “1 am poor and my father is poor; il |
I wore good clothes it would be a sort of a
lie."

“0 dear " said Bophle—ahe had a most
charming way of saying O dear,” and
now it smote my heart n little—** O dear,
how honest you are! Why I come home
every dny and dress up, and take my school
books and go ealling, 1like people to
think that my nice clothes are my school
clothes."

Here the eiar going down came along and
they got in, but [ walked back, notliking
to ride with them. And ! put my hand
over the wateh soveral timos to bo sure
that it was there. And wasn't 1 glad that
it was there?

I wan ealled home during the Clivistmas
hollidays. My father sent down a glerk of
his own, well acquainted with the business,
to take chirge of my store. 1 did not bhave
to give him any directions edoopt o wirn-
ing not to sell my Lady Elgin to anybody.

It so happened that in
taqun after New Year's, [ traveled in the
same onr aud sat in the same seat with
Lounisa Jones, the young school teachey,
who had been spending the holidays with
ber porents at Auréra.  Unsentimental as
I am, I liked her more and iwore, and I
heard several things about ber in the next
days which raised her greatly in my esti-
mation, but which I canpot take time to
tell,

A week after New Year's she brought
in her watch to have it fixed. It was an
old silver English lever of her father's.
Bhe asked lowsoon I could fix it, and I
tald her that it would take four days, on
aceount of the work ahead of it, She look-
ed disappointed. A time pieco is indis
pensable toa teacher, you kuow, so I of-
fered to lend her a watoh. I took down
one and put It back three times. Then I
want to the show case, and with & tremu-
lons hand took up my Lady Elgin, first
romoving the chain. Bhe did not know
the watch, and s0 let mo fasten it to Ler
wateh guard without suspicion,

Before night the absence of the watch
from the' show case had been observed,
and all the girls set themselves to find out
who wore it. Sophie Bennott was acoused
of having it, and she managed to deny it
in such a way s to leave the impression
that she had it.

Harly the next moring, in came Louisa
Jovos. **Mr. Irving,” sho said, ** you have
made o mistake, 1 find in the back of this
wateh an inscription which leads me to
think that you have given me what you
did not mean to."

Foresoeing that the econversation would
be a delicate one, I gave Themus, my ap-
preatioe, a lettor to mail, and then took
the witeh and read the inscription in order
to gain time, 1had put on the inside of
tho case a sentesce I had heard the minis.
ter (‘um “ A perfect woman nodly plan-

returning to Cat-

l handed it back to her and said: ** Mins
Jones, I made uo mistake. I lent yon that
watch on purpose.’

“ But you must see,'’ she said strongly,
“ihat I cannot wear it on any account."

1 do nol see,’’ 1 said smiling, and blush-
ing, 1 foar,

4 It would ereate n false improssion. '

“If you say that the impression it would
crente would Lo false, 1 musttake it buelk.'’

“ [low could it be otherwise than false !’
she asked a little pnazled.

41 know of but one way,"” 1 snid slowly.
“You know what the impression mado
would bo.  On my part T wish that it might
be a true one.  IF you are agreed, iU shall
be and you shall acpept the watoh and wear
it forever,"

Bho was silenty bolding the watoh and
turning It over absently, and growing ex-
ceedingly rod.

“Palkeo time,"” Isald. *““Do not show
the inscription to wuy ove, [ will come
and wsoe you about it whenover you say.
Shall it be this evening "

Blie nodded her hoad aud loft.

She has often’ told me that she did the
poorest: teaching of her lifu that day. It
does not matter. She Luw long siove quit
tanchlag: But i took the gossips n long
time to find ont who had the wateh., Bhe
woars it yet—only her name is not Jones
now, 4

EHA Jorsoy editor gels oft the following
A definition of & widow : * Ono who knows
whnt's what, and is desirous of furthor in.

You ought toex-

lllulory or Nuh.

BY ANTEMUS WARD,

Noal's front name wns Noal; Noult's
last name was Flood.

Noah's wife's name wns Mrs, Noah, Bhe
was calléd by her nephews and nleces
Aunty Flood, which being interpreted,
means before the Flood.

Noah hod three sons—Ham, Shem, and
Japhet,

Their playmatos used
Hem, Bham, and Jackass,

Ham, as the name indieates,
butcher,

Shem, 1 am n Shem'd to say, kept o faro
bank.

Japhet was—let me see, what was Japh-
el ? ol, yes! Japhet was in search of his
father.

Noab, in conjunction with Barnum, used
to keep n menageris on the European plan,
* No reserved seats.'

One day it rained—it rained the next
day, toa—in faet, it rained for a month.

Things were getting damp around No-
ali's house, so Noah told his boys—who
were dutiful ehildeen: and, besidesthe
fact of their being dutiful children, their
father always carried a eane, to get oul
the cannd boat which laid in the barn, and
forthwith they mounted the house, on the
buat, and after getting the animals all
housed ov bonted they set sail.

The collection consisted of every kind
of anlmals.  Anclent history says:

to eall them

was o pork

“The animals went In two by two,
The monkey snd the Kangaroo*™* X

With many a sigh they lsft their former
home; but of what use, os Mrs, Noah re-
warked, was ace high when there were so
many pairs around, which straight way
raised « flusk on Noah's face as ho glanced
at the poker. Even the nephewsand nieces
“went for'' their aunty with full hands.

The boat was fitted up gorgeously, esch
family having separate apartmonts.

They never quarreled, yet being opposite
neighbors they all had adeerse-arean.

Ancient history tells us that thero wos
every known kind of animal in the boat
when they started out on their expedition :
but in another chaptor it distinctly con-
tradicts itself, for it says that not uotil the
storm bad abated did they hiton Ary-a-rat.

When the boat became a wreek on the
mountain, Noalh became a wreck on the
shore, aud, réekoned he would sell out all
his right, title, interest, eto., to Baronum,
who brought the animals to New York.

Bhliylock was one of the animals which
Barnum saved from the wreck., Somé peo-
ple called it the timid hare,

The lon and the lamb laid down to-
gother.

It was, in rveality, & happy fumily.—-
Everything wus aranged so that ol the
animals shonld return from the voyage just
a8 they had entered the bost,

Forshould the hatoful wolf destroy the tender
Iamb,

The ewe would ot be worth one continental.
e

Gnalc Advertisements.

The following have been from
time olipped from Irish papers:
pound reward. Lost, a cameo
ropresenting  Venus and Adonis
Drumcondra  Toad,
Tuesday evening.”

“The advertiser, having made an s
vantageous purchuse, offers for sale, on
very low torms, about sixty dozen of prime
port wine, lately the property of = gentle-
man forty years of age, full in the body,
and with a high bouquet.”

“To be sold cheap, n mail phaston, tha
property of s gentleman with a movable
hoad, as good ns new."

“To be sold, » splendid gray hovss, cal.
gulated for a chiarg er, or would carry u ludy
with a switeh tail”

“Ten shillings veward. Lost by u gen-
tlemnn, u white tervier dog, oxeept the
hend, which Is Dblack, To be brought
o' ot

time to

“ Ooe
brooohse
on  the
about 10 o'cleck on

To these Irish advertisemonts may be
uwdded one Hnglivh one, which was tho sub-
joot of a humorhos articla inthe Saturday
Raview, wome fonr or five yonrs sinee: * To
be sold, an Frard grand piauo, the property
of & lndy, about to travel In h walnut wood
oasn with carved logs.i'

-——

§¥™ Visitor—'* How long llm your maste
bion away?"'

Irish footman—*Well, soor, if be'd comv
home yostharday, he'd been goue & walke Lo
more' ; bat if he doen't return the day
afthier, shurd he'll beon away & fortnight
next Thorsday,'

£ 1€ you courtyn young weman, “and
Msumudnhumm will both
be ouve,

-




