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"A Romantic Story.

A True Story of Life In New York.
NEW YORK paper tolls the following
A remarkable story of the doings of
Alfred Eugene Lagrave, & man who hns
moved in the best society in that city.

While the business transactions of this
man were of an extraordinary charscter
and on an extensive scale, it was as a socle-
ty man that he veached the limit of his
greatest power. The story of his life is a
romance, and the history of his murringes,
while it stamps him as the possessor of ex-
traordinmy command over the sex, reveals
him as & man of exquisite and devilish
eruslty. With an attractive exterior, his
heart was of iron, and his acts those of &
flend.

Many in New York were ncquainted with
thie Beals family. Mr. Beals, who furnish-
ed the granite for the Capitol extension, is
dead, DBefore coming to New York the
Beals were a very respectable family, living
in comfortable ciroumstances in Maine.
While there Mr. Beals discovered the de-
posit of Granite on Bhelter Island. It
proved the best in the country, and there
was great demand for it

From - moderate affluence the family
sprang to immense wealth. After the nc-
quirement of an enormouns fortune they
moved to New York, and bought an elegant
house in twenty-third street, and there they
lived in sumptuous style. They had three
daughters, all beautiful, and all with good
mental endowments, All the fashionables
envied them. Cireumstances compelled
Mrs. Beals to seek a divorce from her hus-
band, which sho obtained. BShe afterward
married Mr. Willinm Mickell, the wedding
being solemnized with eclaz in Calvary
c¢hureh. This marriage proved a very hap-
py one. Despite their disparity in years,
the couple were like lovers for the few years
that Mr. Mickell lived.

After their marringe My, and Mrs. Miock-
@ll, with the Misses Beals, mado the tour
to Niagnra, the Lakes and Baratogs.
When returning from Baratoga they met
Lagrave, He saw and admired Miss Evelyn
Beals, the second daughter, who was then
abbut seventeen years of age. She was
a woman of much more than ordinary at-
tractiveness. Neither blonde or brunnette,
her complexion was clear and bright, and
red healthy blood shone through her choeeks.
Bhe had a profusion of beautiful dark hair,
charming eyes, and delicate features, Bhe
was an intolligent and reflued woman men-
tally, and ake impressed all who met her
with her great beauty and dashing grace.

After the Beals family returned to Now
York, Lagrave became a visitor at the
Twenty-thind street mansion. The family
was living in magnificent style,

Lagrave was about five feet seven inclies
in height, rather slenderly built, but »
straight, strong, virlle-looking man. He
waa of dark, almost olive complexicn, hand.
some, regular features and & fine, intellec
tunl bead and forebead. His bair was
black or & very dark brown, and his mous-
tache was of the same color. He had eoyes
such a4 are mrely met; dark brown, large
and wondorfully expressive, and with Jong
binck Jashios, His voloe was clear, sonsrous
and pleasant to hear. He was apparentily
well edvosted, used excellent English,
and conversed as fluontly in French, In
deportment he was gentle and courtepus,
always in good taste, nover flippant, and in-
clined to be grave and quiot. He dressed
with excellent judgment, sud whilehe wore
the best fabries, and was never flashy, there
was about him just enough of the naity to

make him aticetive. Ho talked i, but
Evelyn Beals was especially pleased with

bim, and Lagrave lost no timo in paylng his

addresses to hor. He saw 8t & glance the
- woalth by which she was surrounded,

Each of the ladies had a private carringe, |
| and her slightest wish had ample means of

gratification. Dress, jewels, money, what- |

ovor she desired,she had in abundance, La-
| grave's advances wore pleasant to Miss |
| Beals, who had fallen deeply in love with
; him. They were soon betrothed.

Her family were opposed to the mateh,
| They thought that the handsomo man
might not be so eligible as he appeared. He
was so nearly perfeet; so different from the
avorage man, that they almost doubted
him, and inquiry failed to reveal his ante-
cedents, Thoy tried to persuade Evelyn
not to marry him; but she loved him, and
was dotermined, Her family finally con-
sented to the marringe, snd the ceremony
was performed.

They made a bridal tour to Europe, Mrs,
Lagrave paying all the expenses. On their
return they took a fiat in a brown stone
house in Twenty-thivd street, near the
Fifth Avenue Hotel,anid began housekeep-
ing, By this time the elegant man had
been partially transformed into a devil
Presorving the same grave and polished ex-
torior, he began to reveal the grosser chor-
acteristics which made up his nature,
though at this time his wife had no knowl-
edge of his true character. Bhe loved aod
trusted him, while he had already begun
to plunder ber. Ho had charge of all the
expenditures, and sabe responded without
question to his ealls for money. Whatever
bills came in she paid gladly. She had
plenty of money, and that was enough.
Unknown to her he multiplied the amount
of bills, paid the original and kept the rest
for his own use. This practice he carried
even to the biring of the servants. I he
hired & cook at twelve dollars a month he
told his wife that it was twenty-four. It
was paid, and half the amount went into
his pocket.

Finally she learned that the man she
loved cared nothing for her, Her love he
repaid with contumely, and what she had
thought the pleasant dream of o satisfied
life beeame o terrible nightmare which nev-
er deserted her. By this time he had got-
ten from her all her ready money on one
pretext another, either by begging or by
fraud. Her life was embittered, but she
did not turn from him.

She had many thousands of dollars in
bonds, Thess he wanted. He would con-
fine her in her room and not release ber un-
til sho Lad met his demands. His persecu-
tions finally resulted in open violence. Dur-
this terrible trial Mrs. Lagrave had but one
consolation, Bhe had a sympathetie friend
in a lady who was a gontsant visitor at her
house. To her Mrs, Lagrave opened her
heart and contlded her trouble, finding some
relief in sharing the story of her sorrows
with another.

After their 1eturn from Europe Mrs. La.
grave had a child, a beautiful boy, the im-
age of his father. The babe proved no
defense for her. The unnatural father had
even then no instinot which answered the
maternal oraving for love, and there was
no ¢hange in his manner toward her,

His cruelty, his insatiate avarice, his cold-
blooded stololsm, flually drove her to sick-
ness. He was the sama to her in sickness
and in health, While she lay upon her bed
he would stretch himself upon a sofa, and
look at her with bis lustrous eyes fastoned
on her like a grim, dread fate, nntil the
sensitive woman was hounded to the verge
of insanity, Bhe would turn her face to
the wall to escape, and if after minutes
which seemed hours, she looked again iIn
bope that Ler tormentor had tired, she saw
him in the same position, loonging with his
bead resting on his hand, and his baleful
eyes romorselossly fixed. Then he would
threaten her; call her foul names; fasten his
terrible presence upon her, and cling like a
leech until she complied with his demands,
Bho had when married many valuable dia-
monds. One by one they disappeared.
Now a necklace, then a brooch, & ring, and
#0 on, were carried off by the man she had

loved.
He pretented that he wanted the money

for the business that he was engaged in on
Broadway, and he doubtless did use some
in that way; but thero isreason to believe
that he converted the bulk of the money in-
ta portable property, and that he was ready
at any moment to iy, and always possessed
af large amounts of fuuds. He was rigid-
ly poenurious, never spending his own
money. Ho dined in s modest Fronch res-
taurant not far from  Union Bquare, where
be usually paid eighty-five cents for a fable
d' Aote dinner, which included half a Lottle
of wine. He never drank to excess, smoked
in modoration, and was tomperste in all
things oxcept furocity towards those whom

\he tartured. ¥
The wifs had up all her
bonds and diamonds, he began to

rob her of ber income. Her family, with. l
out knowing of all her sufferings, tried to
induce her to abandon her husband and re-
turn to thom, but she would not. She had |
contracted the marringe despite their re- |
monstrance, and she was too proud to go
back.

Por yoars she suffered constant torment.
He beat her until sho feared he would mur-
der her, and at times others in the house
interfered to save her, Being of a delioate
and gensitive mind, she was keenly alive to
mental suffering, and he had o fit subject
on which to exerclse his devilish power.

! Lagrave was a man whom God seemed to
have endowed with every perfect mental
and physical attribute, and yet left him
without soul or heart; for never a shadow
of compassion or one jot of mercy stirred
in his inhuman bosom. He was a very de-
mon. He scemed never to sleep, He was
always awake. At dead of night he wounld
pace the room. Did his wife awake, it was
to find hersell constantly watched by the
alert flend, who never coased his persecu.
tions. Yot he was the same trim, natty
man, and to those outside the same slegant
serpent.  His outward semblance of perfes-
tion never deserted him.

At lnst he maltreated the child—the bean-
tiful boy in whom was stored all the hope
that was left the mother. In his quiet, cold
way he kicked it, threw it about the room,
and thus fonnd new delight in torturing
her, This drove the mother nearly crazy,
and she suffored ontrages which only a wo-
man could receive, and bratality without
end,

One night unusual sounds were heard in
the Lagraves’ room, and the servant rush-
ed to the apartments of .the neighbors who
lived on the flat above, and told them that
Mr, Lagrave had threatened to murder his
wife. With a natural desire to avoid inter-
ference between man and wife, the one ap-
pealed to paid no attention to the call. He
supposed it no more than a threat, The
servant was frightened, and she listened at
the door.

Lagrave wanted his wife's jewel case,
She had refused it. He beat the boy, and
Mrs, Langrave screamed. He demanded
the jewels, and threatened to kill her if she
did not give them up; and he assured her
that if she made the lenst noise he wonld
put her to death by a slower and more ex-
crucinting means, Ho would torture ber.
She held out stoutly, and he persisted and
finally grappled her, and n fierce struggle
ensued. Managing to free herself, she
seirzed the boy and fled screaming from the
room, and Jocked hersell in a réar apart-
ment with her servant, Lagrave followed
and demanded entrance. It was refused.
Ie sought to force the door, Stepping
back, he sprang againstit like a tiger
again and aguain, while the house re-
sounded with the screams of the terrified
woman,

Lagrave was watched from above bya
man who longed to come down and kill
Lim. Presently the door began to weaken,
and the man leaped down the stairs. La.
grave heard him snd fled to his room, fol-
lowed by the man, who seized him by the
thront and pinned him to the wall.

“You devil I'" T should dash you from

1"

the window !

In the back room Mrs, Lagrave was
found trembling with terror, 8he return-
ed to her busband and the next day they
were out riding together, for he had again
fascinated her; but she never ceased to fear
him after his attempt on her life. He tor.
tured her more terribly than ever. Finally
they removed from Twenty-third street and
took appartments at the Bt. James Hotel,
Here she felt that unless relief came or she
abandoned ber hushand, she must go mad,
Bhe went to the Metropolitan Hotel. He
followed her.

8he felt the dread spell of his repulsive
presence, and so one day when the mon-
ster was away shae took her boy in her arms
and fled to hor mother's home,

During her absence thore had been great
changes in bor family, Her step futher
had died 1o Barope. His wife mournad
his death bitterly, for she had loved hor
youthful husband. His remains were
brought to this country and interred In
Greenwood; the spot being covered by one
of the moat splendid and expensive of the
muny costly memorials in that city of the
dead,

Mra, Lugrave's eider sister had married
a very wealthy man who wis very popular
and well known In the city. Her younger
sistor had been married to an Italian
prince. The granite mine was still more
fruitful, its product was in great demand,
and the family had ns much money ns ever.

Mrs. Lagrave's family listened to her

story with horror, Bhe did vot know until

—

- |

after she had left Lagrave how much he
had stolen from her, The child had re-
ceived a ten thousand dollar bond ns a
present from ita grandmotber. This La-
grave bhad stolon, ns well as all her jowels
and bouds. Mra, Lagrave had sold s house
for $82,000, recelving checks for £14,000 in
part payment. Having stolen this cheolk,
he forged her endorsement and drew the
money.

On inquiry at her bunker's she learned
he had drawn a check against ber account
until it had been exhausted. Her silver,
which he had once tried to best her into
giving up, she had sent to the State De-
posit Company, and that was saved; and
that was all. 8he had been robbed of §70,-
000. BShe aftorwards learned that her
wedding ring had been her own property
before her marriage, and that Lagrave had
stolen it and had the stono reset, giving it
hack as a wedding gift. She also heard of
losses of dinmonds by others which she
now hind reason to suppose had been stolen
by the same flond with whom she had
lived, Under advice of her brother-in-law,
sho began proceedings for a divoree, Mr.
John Grabam being retaived as counsel.

The lawyer set to work for points on
which to ground his suit for s divorce.
Detectives hunted proof, and the suit was
begun, The proceedings were placed in
charge of a referee, who began taking tes-
timony. Meanwhile the detectives kept at
work, and they learned that Lograve had
been married before. The clue was traced
back to the record of marriage, and follow-
ing it the detectives learned that the first
wife was living. Little by little the story
unfolded itself, and when put to gether ran
thus:

The first wife was Miss Kitty Bird,
daughter of J, D, Bird, the Broadway hat-
ter. Lagrave became m:qﬂainte:l with her,
captivated and secretly married ler, [He
porsunded her to keep the fact from her
parents, and she didso. Bhe lived at home,
and though she was his wife, she never
gave up the secret, for she adored her hus-
band and blindly obeyed him. When La-
grave married Miss Bird he expected to
guin a fortune, This he failed to do, for
her property was s0 placed that he could
not communnd it.

It was some time after this that he met
Evelyn Beals, He was struck with her
beauty and covetous of her wealth. He re-
solved to marry ber, He presented himsoll
a8 a single man, and the suocess of his suit
has already been told. To accomplish his
purpose he must be divorced from his wife,
and he at once proposed to her a separation.
Sbhe would not listen to him, Bhe loved
him and could not give him up,

He persisted in hisx request with cold-
blooded pertinacity. Miss Bird was an es-
timable woman, but Lagrave's influence
over her was so great that she dared not re-
veal the situation to her parents, and so
she suffered in silence, At last the day ap-
poiuted for his marriage to Miss Deals
being near at hand, he forced his lawiul
wifes to consent to the soparation and to
begin proceedings for a divorce from him
on the ground of adultery. A divorce was
obtained, and Lagrave mq‘liml Evelyn
Beals a fow days after the entry of the
decree.

Hore is revealed one of the most inhu-
man acts in the villnin's career., Miss Bird
still loved him. Bhe was o weak woman,
he was a powerful man, and she blindly did
his bidding. After his marringe to Evelyn
Beals, Lagrave brought about un acquaint-
ance botween her and Miss Bird. What
objeet could have served is unknown, More
likely the act was prompted by the innate
dovilishooess of the man. Miss Bird visited
often at Lagrave's house. Evelyn liked
her, and the two soon became intimate.

Miss Bird dared not tell who she wns
and if bad dared, her love for her husband
und her desire to shield him would doubt-
less have sealed her lips, Evelyn had no
secrofs, Bho was an impulsive woman,
and in trouble. A friend was a boon to
Lier nnd this was the womnan o whom she
poured out horsorrows.  Hhe never dream-
ed that Miss Bird was mirriod, much loss
that she was the wife of ber tormentor.

In this way the drams was played through
all the aots of the dreary years ; and it was
not until the separation from Lagrave that
Evelymknew that her compuanion and con-
fidant had been the wife of the man who
tortured ber, The shock was too much
for her, and with shattered health she went
abroad with her mother to seek rest and
new lifo in Eutrope, g

When her counsel learned of the exis.
tonoo of the flrst wife, he saw, of course,
that the second marriage was illegal, ; for
the laws of New York provide that where
man and wifo are divoroed on the ground

of adultery, the guilty partner may not
marry again during the lifetime of the
innocent partner.

The counsel now sued for the separation
of Mrs. Lagrave from her husband, on the
ground that Lagrave effected the marringe
by fraud, sinoe he had been probibited by
law from marrying when he wedded Miss
Beals. The judgment roll was entored in
December, 1870, and spoocial acts relating
to the case were passed . by the Legislature
in 1871,

Mrs, Lagrave's family st first proposed to
prosecute Lagrave for forgery. which would
have insured bhim a term in State Prison,
some trivial punishment for the misery of
of which he Lad been the suthor. No ac-
tion was taken, however, for the®brother-
Jnlaw objected.  He said that they had an
abundance of money, that they did not
need the sum which Lugrave hid stolen,
and that now that they had shaken him off
it would be better not to make the story
publie property.

Meantime Mrs. Lagiave had been tole-
graphed toreturn to New York, as her
presence  was needed in some of the legal
proceedings. It is said that Lagrave in-
tercepted the dispatel, or that be had spies
in Europs who4nformed him of Mrw. La-
grave's cvontemplated return,  Lagrave
knew by what steamer she stirted, and he
Inid plans to capture the child, hoping
thereby to regain his old mastery over the
mother. The brother-in-law feared that
Lagrave might try some mouns again to
get Mirs, Lagrave in his clutches, aud so he
made arrangemoents at the tolegraph office
to be informed at the earliest moment of
the steamer's arrival. As the time ap-
proached ho kept his carringe at his door,
ready to hurry to the wharfl whenever the
telegraph indicated the proper time.

Lagrave learned what move was on foot,
and be went to the telegraph office and
said:

“ You have received instruotion to tele-
graph the arrival of Mrs. Lagrave to—
stroet, Iam Mr. Lagrave. I have changed
my mind, and I shall fot be there. Please
send the telegram to my placo of business,

He indicated the place, and the unsus-
pecting olerk sent him the dispatch.

While orossing the water, Mrs Lagrave
became acquainted with o very estimable
gentleman and  his wife, who had treated
herkindly, She was with this couple when
the steamer arrived,

While hier brother-ln-law aod his family
wore anxiously awaiting the arrival of the
digpateh, Lagrave and his partner Otis, and
one or two others, were on the wharf with
acarriage. Lagrave kept out of sight and
sent Otis to find his wife, and if possible,
entico the child to the wharf, Mrs. La-
grage  was on deck looking for her sister.
The child had been sick during the Intter
part of the voyage, and was then below with
the nurse. Otis Lriefly conversed with Mys.
Lograve, who knew him as her husband’s
partuner, aod suspected a plot.  Not seeing
the child, Otis requested Mrs. Lagrave to
take his earringe, which was on the wharf,
as he would like a fow minutes' conversa-
tion with her before sho went toher friends,
He thought that this would bring the child,
Mrs, Lagrave began to be frightened. She
turned to  her lady friend, who wus stand-
ing near, and begged her to stay close to
her.

Lagrave saw that the plot had misear-
ried, and he went on deck to mest his wife.
Bhe saw him with horror, Bhe had told
some portion of her story to her companion
and now she turned snd implored her:

“Por God's sake, take cave of my child.
That man is Lagrave, and bhe has come for
my boy."

To Lagrave his wife denied the presence
of the boy. Lagrave would hear no denial,
He made a movement to seize her. Bhe
retreated weross the deck, He drew a pis-
tol and followed her.  Bhe tripped and fell,
and Lagrave, in eager haste, approached
and threatened to kill her,

The husband of the lady friend witnessed
the seene, Ho sprung upon Lagrave and
knocked him down. A struggle on the
deck ensued. Lagrave was disarmed and

haunded over to the police,

Lagrave's tarror-stricken wife was now
donbly alarmed by the noo-appesmnge of
her relativea., Fioally she took her child
and l:agg::ﬁe and went with her steamer
friends to the Brevoort House, whence she
sont word to her sister. Bhe begged ber
friends to stay with her and watoh over her
till her brother came, whick they did ; and
then ahe was taken to aplace of safoty.
And after ahe renched home, the exoite-
ment whioh bad sustained her haviug pass.
ed, whe ngain broke down, and It wos woeks
before sbo rocovered (rom Lagrave's lust

Nut'long alter the separation  was com.

e Ials::w :: Ommi-d and
me " hrated pori singer,
Miss Bophia Bchmetterer, e



