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A REMARKABLE IMPOSTER,
The Deacon’s Mistake.

TE village in one of the Middle States
r]_ in which wy boyliond and early youth
wore passed was and is aoguiet ngrioultoral
eontre of about one thousand  population.
[t hid the usual complimoent of country
atores and inns, and n large and imposing
academy, In the teaveling season it was
anlivenod for an hour daliy by the transit
through its “ Main Stivet” (and what city
or village in the country bas not that
stereotyped nune ¥) of passengers from the
rallromd depot to tho stenmboat; but for the
most part it dozed amid the great events of
the world, apart from its excitements and
its bustling setivity.
stood, however, that this pluce hnd nothing
in particular to  Alstinguish it from the
Jouesvilles, Pottstowns and Smithburghs,
in which those Btates are prolifie. 1t wis
an old and histovie pluce, celebrated in the
annnls of at least one of our wars; its situ-
ation on the bank of a great viver, nestling
under 8 mountainous elevation of table-
Innd, exceptionally  romantio; it
wis embowaered by trecs of patviarchal
growth; and nmong its peoples there wus 1
goodly sprinkling of eduoation, refinement
and weulth, with some old and rather ex-
alusive Mmilies Lo give atone to its society.
It was a place, in shoit, of such natural
beanty and rural quiet as o make It the
domigile of a number of that most onvied
oliss—they who live on the interest of their
wmoney.

Let it nét o under-

Wils

In this community there were soveral |
dhurches; at loast two more than could |
decently support a poastor. The largest ol |
these societies, as well as tho wealthiest, l
anil one second to nono in worklly respecta- I
bitity and 1eligious character, had parted
with its last shiepherd some months beforo,

A painful want of harmony had arisen in |

this flook; schilsms lad erept in, several
members hnd been expelled, social breachos |
hind consequently oceurred, and the soviety
hud becowe divided, distracted, and power- |
less  to pocomplish  Cheistian work, The |
ahurch odifice had boen permancutly elosed, |
and there seemed no immediate prospect |
of bettor things. '

At this juncture n porson arrived in the
rillage bearing a lettor of introduction to |
one of the descons, which was duly present-
ed, nnd out of which grew momeuntous con-
MOQUON LR,

The bearer of this letter was a man of
thirty-five or forty years of age, habited in
Hlack, but without the conventional white
aneckeloth of the ministry, IHe wore an
amount of jewelry upon his person that
scomed quite unolerical; but his genernl
demeanor was grave and decorous, while
fuis manners and address were thoso of the
most conrteous relinement. Personally he
was rather undersizod, guits spare, and
with & face that at onee denoted mental
aotivity. It was certainly an atiractive
fuoe, set off as it was with curly black hair
and whiskers, illuminated by a pair of such
brilliant oyes as is not often bestowed upon
Ll sex, and ombellished by a half-smile
Alint was at once winning and habitusl. The
autside of this man, in short, was docided-
ly interesting, and provoeative of inguiry
as to who snd whatho was, Buch at least,
was the impression made ypou tha deacon,
who pelitoly invited his visitor te be seated
while he mounted . hix spectacles and read
"‘b_.w-

HPhe worthy man was instantly filled
w—-d;ﬁq\d portance to find

addropsod in writing as he dear]
respocted brother of & destor of diviulty

| Christinns, but whose

| (quent, convineing in srgument, powerful in

resident of an Eastorn eity, whose name |
may be here omittod, but whooocupied the
very highest place in learning, piety and in
fluenee in this donomination; one of those I
bright and shining lights known te all goml
Leamings our good
deacon had uever thonght wolld redd par-
ticularly on him. Glancing with pleasure
nnd pride npon n religions work by this
vory doctor that Lie hind just been reading, '
the depcon procecded to nequaint himself
with the contents of e epistle. It was
substantinlly as follows, barring date, ad-

{ dress and suporsoription:

1 desire to present to you, in the benr-
er of this, the Rev, Albert Wynne, a clorgy-
man of our denominntion.

For somoe years

past in charge of one of the largest of ouy
Eastern olinrches, he has been compelilod |
by ill-health and an unfavorable climate
to relinguish bis charge and seek & more |
His relations with
Liis people were sundered with the utmost
reluctance upon his part, and with the last-
ing regret of the whole society. le
young man of extraordinary gifts, anil, if

rongeninl atmospliere.

s n

| . : I
| Providence shall sparve lis life; will become

inn few yoars a priceless treasare to us all.
Therefore 1 am personally solicitous as to
the preservation of his health; and to this
end 1 have yecommended him Lo seek a
chargo in some  quiet locality liko
You may seoure him for s time—and I leam
that yon are without s pastor—and though

Yours.

his convection with yon c¢annot, as you
will understand from my promiscs, L
lengthy, yeb your people have cause to re-
gard themselves ug  fortunate beyoud other
men in seouring him at all.  One eauation,
however; 1 charge you and your co-workers,
as brothron in Christy, to guard his health
assidunously,  You must see to it thav he
tukes sufficiont physical exercise, and tl-u's:
not injure himsell by overwork or study,
“As 1 am about to depart for an extend- |
o tour of duty st the South, and ns the
voputation of your people and  yoursell is
woll known to me, no nuswer to this will be
nocessary,  I'trust Drother Wynne to you
with the assurancs that all will be well.™
This letter, of course, seoured the rever-
end gentleman @ hearty welcome st the
hands of the deacon and his family, and he
wis The
deacon at once obtained the NUCESNArY Con-
cent that My, Wyone might preach the ful-
lowing Sabbatly; but  he was  troubled aml
vexed to Gud that he could vreate very little
interest inthe matter among  the people,
The general feeling in the socivty was one
of apathy and indiference, which even the
lettor of this distinguished dogtor, widely

most  hospitably  entertaived,

|ns it was  cirenlated, was uvot  powerful I

onough to remove.  The good dencon wis
vestloss, nervous, almost wretehed, Not-
withstanding his ntmuost exertions Lo create
o furore in favor of the new.comer, ie was
conseious of having fuiled; aud on Sunday
morning, on the way to the place of meeting,
he bunglingly stammered lis foars and ex- |

cusoes to his guest.

“Pray don't be wrounbled, my dear broth.
er,”” rvesponded Me, Wynne, with smiling
suavity, Lot nssee if T eannot advertise |
mysell to this people to-day.'’ |

And pdvertise himself Lo did, most thor- |
oughly. To the I
the morning he preachoed such a disoourse as |
the old stones of that church had never he-
fora heavd. It

two dozen assembled in

was fervid, earnest, elo.
diotion, and so impressively deliversid ns to
kindle enthusiasm in the dullest of his few
heagors,  The fame of this efMort flew over
the whole village during the day, and at
night the chareh was orowded with curious
Hsteners. The eveniug's sermon Was in no
way inforior to  that of the morning; both
the prayer and the presching of this man,
so different from all that these peoplo had
been nocustomed to, wrought powerfully
upon the minds of all present, On the fol- |
lewing morning & committee waited on Mr.
Wynue to scours him as n pastor of the
church. They found vo difficuity in ac.
complishing this ohject, In answer to the
tonder of & larger salary than the sosiety
had ever paid, made with apologies for its
smallonoss, the minister reiterated the
rousons which had led him to desire o
chaonge of location, as expressed in the in-
troductory letter, nnd ocondially necopted
the charge offored him, exprossiog the hope
that he might, by the blessing of God, be
pormitted to forward his work in this place.
And he immedintely entered upon his min.
istry. :
Lsball not attempt to detall minntely
the history of Mr. Wynne's conneotlon
with this chureh and peoplo for the next
wix monthe,  Both church and peopls were

taken by storm, If T may so'plrase it; and |

surrendored at diseretion, The new minis.

| s

| andl a8 he expressed a warm desive to ex-

| drossed was very little of o letter-writer,

ter was the lion of the town, the foremost

theme of public and private conversation, | you know '

thoe obsorved of all obsorvers Everyhody
: all

thio elders ol other

“*Thete is some awlward Blunder gome-

was enthusinstic in were

where,'' replied the ministor, taking a turn
del

lnllll'(l with lifm, savoe noross the oo,

“ Doctor——not know
me, indeod 1 He is my father in the minis-
try. Tam inclined to think that this letter
you have shown me is  the mistake of Lis
nmanuensis.'

denominations, whoso lill'lill?l'l"-hlii
his housy draft.
His zeal was unbourded, out of the pulpit
Not only did the fervor

upon
pastorate threntoned o
ns woll as o it.
and charm of his prenching (01 the ehureh
twice ench Habibnth, thereby groatly ang- |
menting its revenue, but lifs i

“Terhaps wo," said the deacon, eatehing
at this awkward explanntion with a sigh of
relief.

“T'm certain of
with animation,
about this, my

niry-meet-

ings, vienest and stirving, were largely at-
tended, and mude important additions to
the membership, e hoaled  all the soeial
differences in his tlock; he investignted thoe
cases of some who sullerod  expolsion, |
proved their ervors  vemial their peni-
teneoe sineero,and gecomplishied theie restor: |
ation; he lent his

it,”" griedd the  pastor,
“ Now don’t suy a word
tlear brother, and 1 will

write at once Lo the doctor, 1

am confi-

oy
I The too credulous dencon promised and
roturn rejoicing  that lis
confidencoin . Mr. Wynne was unshaken,
Had e ot once mude publie tho contents

potent enconragement Lo lome, secretly
nill societios, ever dewr to the kind heacts of
the matrons; he buily up the languishing
Babbath school—Iin faot, he lbinmelf
offectunlly useful about overything thut
copcerned the harmony and

ade
nec have beon averted; Lot with his Llind fadth
prosperity of | 0 the wonderful pastor he held his pence,
That he

follow s ns & nstoral
the statements,
Aside from the high favor that he  enjoyed
wmong  the mombership as & talented and
devoted  minister, his fascinating addiess
brilliant eonversational

this chiuroh aud soviaty, and only revenled his damuniog information
popubae

consegquence from

becamae

immensely when it was too Inte to prevent the mis
chiel that this wolf in sheep's clothing wis
It is unncecessary
to say that My, Wynne did not write to the

doutor,

above

even: then meditating,

1t has been snid that Mr. Wynone was pe-
ouliarly s favorite with the young ladies
ol his flock. Seveyal of them, indeed, hal
been up to this time suceessively the ob-

powers made '
him the acknowledged leader, the fucile
princeps. of the best society of the place.
Beyond this, young men liked him because
ho wus always companionable; the young
women (could it be othuerwise?)
i as handsome as Hamlet on the stuge,
and not unlike the molancholy philosopher;
while many of them sighed ut

| jeots of his particalar attention; and it
thought | than whispered that he  had
| trifled with the affections of three or four
| of the village belles in a very cruel way,

Wik more

flitting from one to another, and engaging
the hearts of all ot the same time, like a
Such  roports,

seoretly
thought of him.

professionnl  lady-killer.
however, made but  Tittle headway ngainst
the stromg current of popular favor; nor
wis this faver materially diminished when
it beenme known that he engaged to
marry the yonng and heantiful danghrer of
o wealthy memberof auother denomination.
The annonneement areated a groat futter,

For six months or more all went swim.
mingly with Mr. Wynno anil his people;

tond his term of serviee here indefinitely,
there seemed & gowd prospect that the con-
neetion might be a long and spiritually
profituble one.  Buddenly one weak auda-
clouy voioe wns lifted up oagainst him, A

Wils

|
journeyman tatlor, & man of extensiverend. | of CoUTse; ROMO of the younger lu!lu'u in-
ing, if humble oconpntion, hesed | one of | dulged  in bitter  comments, “l'l"l'l ovi-
Mr. Wynune's astonishing discowses ong | denced nnyihing else than a lack of inter-

: ; - [P " Bl et WAk et
evening, and discovered that its lavguage | t, and some of the matrons expronsod

sounde | strangely familine to him.  Ro-
turning homo with the idea Cresh in his
mind, he took up a volume of Channing’s
published sermons, found the
one he had just heand, word for word as
My, Wynne had repeatad it from  the pul-
pit.  The tallor made known his discovery, |
and erepted o littde buzz of exelloment and
inquiry. The candid fow who took the
trouble to examine the prool of this elerieal
sirney were gonvineed, and denonneoad My, |
Wynne ws an  impostor; buk the popular
tide hod been too long
gtrong to be saddenly  oheoked.
minister indigonontly denied the olinrge,
most of his admirers wore perfoctly willing | few pessons, confessedly hostile to M
to dismiss it at once; others believed, or af- | Wynne, bad said of him, sty that he did
fuoted 1o bulieve, thit it was mercly p re. | not dvess like o minister; that he
markable coincidence of hmguagennd ideas; | wore too much jowelry for a minister; third,
and the insinustion was speedily Looted | that hie wrote three or four different hands;
down, leaving o very small minority who | fourth, that he stole his sermons; fifth, that
e hoed firted with all the ghls i the con-
_ | gregation: and therefore;, taking all these

the opinion that it was decidedly wrong
in My, Wynne fo look
Noek fora wifies but the intolligenee, on the

beyond his own

whole, wis well received, nnd the .'l]i]lin'.ll-'h-
ing nuion bade fair to establish Me, Wynno
the aleotion of

wnil - there

more firmly (han ever in
the whole village,

The wedding-day drew near; and in the
nieiun pertain  impalpitble  rumors
touching the fair fame of his proposed son-
indnw reached the lndy's father.  Solleit-
ons for his danghter’'s happiness, the paent

tine

anil ave them such investigation as they were
Ax the | copableof, and aseertuined that they had
; o more substanes than this, namely: that

setting tis |

weoond,

beligved in it

A more dangerons rook than this, how
ovor soon after threatened the good fame
of the minlster. The deacon to whom his |
introduetory letier

things togother, they belleved e wasn

humbug, or something worse,
Attaehing some Hitle importance to this
inconginous indictment, 14 he would prob-

happened to be wd-

and under ordinary ciroumstances the inti- | ably not linve done had he stood in ardinary

mation with which this letter closed, con- | Yelations with the sulject of it, the father

corning the doctor's proposed nbsonce, | sought o private interview with thoe pastor,
woudd have been sufficlent to  prevent a re- | and Inying these i 4
sponse,  But about this time the deacon | Iooked him fuirly in the eye, and demanded | who descrve gibbeting.

to know il their was uny geod reuson or
any impoediment to prevent the proposed

had beecome ko deeply fmpressed with the
merits and wilents of Mr. Wynune, and so
grateful to the learned doctor for scouring
Liim to this place, that he wrote and posted
to the lattor a letter of awkward acknowl-
edgmont, briefly setting forth the great
succenss of his protege in his noew charge.
A roply came promptly, and conveyed some
rather startling intelligence. The doctor
acknowledged the receipt of the dencon's
letter, and emphatically repudiated the
Rev. Albert Wynne, He bad vever bofore
wiitten to the deacon, he said, nor did he
know any porson, minister or otherwise, of
the name given in his correspondent's letter.
He had writton no letter of introduction for
u year; and he had not been, nor had he in-

away the charges against him, as too

puerile to call for a bervious answer; and

plied that there was no such reason o im-
pediment, so help him Heaven.

The wedding took place nt the appointed
time, with all the imposing show, and all
the hilarity that sttends such oconslons
among the wealthy und aristooratic. The
mansion was filled with guests, and was

and interest excited by the oconsion was
gratified Lo see Loth ' bride nnd groom up-

“1 don't kvow," the deacon said, * Dow't | and an impostor; that he was not a minis

ter of the gospel, nlthough he lind assumod
in soveril places to be such, amd that he
had abandoned  his wifo  amd
New Jerkey two years before.

children in

The scene that followed iy indescribable,
Passing over the cmotions natural to sush

| & distrvessing revelation, we turn to the

|

of this lettor, the final  entastropbe wonld | them.

pseudo pastor.  Being apprised in some un.
aceountable manner, at the hotel in the
city where the fivst pause in their journey
wis made, of the dircovery of his villany
and the pursuit of the father, he precipi-
tately abandoned the poor confiding vietim
of his deception and fled.
ed some hours

He was discover.

alter on e railroad train,

[ that his suswer will set everything right.” | partially diiguised; and when asked by the

officer withier he was going, he coolly re-
plied that charges had been mode agninst
Wim which requived him to defend himself,
and thut he was going  Hust to investigate
He was  arrestod, detained for a
time, and then reluctantly dischurged for
ack of evidenpe,

But justice was not to be thus balked.
The futher, outiaged by the villain's crime
relations, and now
sot himsell systematically to work to fasten
the clutches of the law  firmly upon this
man.,  While oue set of detectives *‘shad-
owed" him from plice to place, others went
to New Jersey and  procured the legal ev-
idence of his former marvinge, and the ate
tendance of the deserted wife. In o few
weeks the culpric was re-arrested  and
brought back to the seene of his illicit

in his most precious

| triumphs, now the scene of his disgrace;

and under the unromntic name of James
Havdy, the only one to which he could  lay
rightful elaim, he was indicted, tricd and
convieted of bigamy, nnd sentenced to five
vear' imprisonment,  The trial incidentally
developed the fuct that the scensed was an
expert forger a8 well a5 a veleran bigamist.
It appeared that he hind or lonst two wives
living at the time of this last marringe,
Both of whom be lnd heartlessly desertod;
and that upon  abandoning the second, in
Now Jorsey, he had  ennsed the notien  of
his death published ina distant
paper, followed by the touching sentimont:

o e

“ Poacelnl be his silont slumber
In the cold nud lonely grave.'

]

Copies of this paper had been sent to his
late vesidence,  He had been traced through
several plnces; in all of which he porform-
ed the role of o minister, as skillfully and
us suceessfully, for the most pat, as in the
last scene of his labors,

It is somewhat of o reliel o know that
this adrolt scoundrel died in the peniten-
thary before the expimtion of his term ;
and that the life of his lnst vietim was net
blighted irepnrably by his villany, She
hain sinee happily married, and in the rels-
tions of & loved ol wifs and
mother, she mny well remember  her sharvo
in this dark episode only us a troubled
dream.

I hawve styled the carcer of this man n
It may bLe sald that
neither bignmy vor the simulation of the
clorical oftiee is extremely rave among us,
aud that both are oceasionaly detected in
the same individual,  After this is granted,
1 st wtill elnim that the real-life villain

houored

remarkuble imposture,

| hve presented was the peer in subtlety,

1

then looking his catechist squarely in the | 0 reject
ey, tnd laying his huod on his Leart, ve- |

prodigal in ita hospitality; the curiosity |

|

andnoity and nnndulterated wickeduess, of
anything in buman shaps that even the
gonius of Wilkie Collins bus put in print;
and T am quite certnin that Miss Braddon
hias introduced us to no more fascinating

complaints bofore lim, la gentloman among those of her chnracters

I do pot remem-
ber to have rand of any of the black sheep
of fietion who were possesed of that strong

umlon,  And My, Wynne laughingly Ulew | personal mngnetism that made people of

AVErBge oOminon sense the nnyiulding -
horents of this reprobate, and caused them
conclusive evidence of his im-
position. 1 bope and believe that such dan.
gorous gins are charily bestowed on man-
kind,

Married Witheut Delay.

A young man in Columbia county, Ohio,
courted a givl for s week. Knowing that
procrastination s the thief of time, he got
n can of oystars and & Heense, invited the
Justice to the fair one's house nt eight
o'olook, and then popped the question, was

tendod to be, absent from the city of his
residence for more than n day at & time
during that period,

The deacon felt as if struck by & thunder-
bolt. Hewselzed his iat, and roshing to

Mr. Wynne's study, threw the letter down

bofare him, wnd anxiously, brosthlessly,

asked him to romd I, The minister did

read it, oalinly and without change of
‘and then wusingly replied:

“Why, thisis
onn It mean ¥

strange onough 1 What

| novepted, pulled out the document, and

pear self-posscssed wnd happy, Jooking informed the malden that the squire would

never #o well; the ccremony was over, the | o, 100 gt efght. Bhe pb :

4 pleidled dolay; he
dancing done, the feast had been duly | ..., mgit. Her sllk dreas :nn't
honored, and the newly-made husband and I made; calico would do. There was no
wife had received f":‘"’" aud godepoed | oo i the west parlor; off coat, and in
thirty hours pust—&hen the Impending | o iiutes there wos o fire roaring. The
thunderbolt fell. The deacon, thoroughly squire came, the job wis fixed, and the
awake to the wretohed truth, rushed into | o0 o0 wife eooked the oym.rl.
the house of tha late réjoicing with another

loeter from the doctor that moment receiv- | £ Without o regular osoupation, no

‘od. Tt denounced the man ealling himself | porson, male. or female, can proserve a
‘the NMeverend Albert Wynbe as s swiodler | sound mind in 2 sound body.




