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iN ADVANCE.
A Girl’s Promise.
NE of the most singular cases

66

( ) of which I lhave ever leard,
came to my knowledge some years since
while engnged in the practice of law, in the
city of Richmond, Y.

I had been attending comt in Johnstown
one of the interior towns of tho Btate and
towards the latter end of the week a long
and heavy rain set in which destroyed
bridges and made traveling #o unpleasant
that I was obliged to remain o few days for
the ronds to become passable, and the
bridges to be repaired.

The time had deagged wonrily along for
two days when just at dusk on the second
day I received a note from an old friend,
usking me to accompany him to the resi-
dence of o cliont who resided nearly two
miles from the village, and saying he would
call for me in about an hour,

I was ready when my friend, Mr.
Htout, made his appearance, e told me
that e had been summoned on some rath-
er peculinr business and that he had asked
me to go with him thinking he might need
my advice. He then went on to say that
the person who sent for him wns Col.
Raleigh, who was a very avistocratic man
and one proud of his family pedigree as he
cinimed to teace his family connection baok
to Sir Walter Raleigh.

“ But what is the matter?"' I asked.

*Oh ! 1 forgot to tell you, it is a case of
lnrceny which seem shrouded in mys-
tery, though from the Colonel's note, he
evidently thinks the deed has been done by
a member of the family.”

“Well, why not get the services of some
detective then 1 1 asked,

“The Colonel would be afraid of tho
matter becoming public and is anxious, if
the guilt rests whére I think he suspects
it does, to have the affair kept secret,” re-
plied Stout, “*and I am called in more ns
it friend than as & professional man,”

“The Colonel had a brother, who wasted
his fortune by wine and cards and then blew
his braing out'" continned my friend,
*leaving o son Rolf whom the Colonel took
into his family and raised with bis daughtor
Kate, ns if they were both his own chil-
dven. I always thought the young folks
would eventually fall in love and a match
would be the result. I once hinted my
ideas to the Colonel who evidently did not
think well of it. Kate you see is his only
child, and will some day be the richest girl
in the county. Things have not been pleas-
ant out there for quite n whilo past.'

*t1s it the result of this lareeny ?"' 1 ask-
wul.

“Ohno,” replied Btout, **that only hap-
pentd yesterday or the day before. Rolf
is a queer chap, obstinate and set in his
way. You see he takes after his mother
who wis & Palm. Ile came to my office
last summer and began to read law with-
out his uncle’s knowledge. 1 saw then
there was a screw loose, but they are »
family who keep their affnirs to themselves,
and ko 1 asked no questions. Rolf had a
few hundred dollars, which had been left
after closing up his father's affairs, which
siim was deposited in my hands, This he
drew out a ghort time since, saying he was
preparing to go to Kentucky. The old
gentleman spoke about It to me, saying it
was a boy's whim, but I saw, or thought 1
waw that he felt badly about his going. As
a further proof that there In some trouble
out there, Rolf hins slept in the village for o
woek past, and told me that he did not
look to his unole for any peoutiary aid,
But it is time we were off."’

When weartived at the Raleigh muansion
the Colonel was reading to his daughter, n
besatiful gir who seemed about seventeen
¥ ago, 1 i ved, to the oq-
6\?1:;;01’ the mo.: r o time the
conyersstion was general, no allusion being
made to the business upon which we came,
Whilo we were talking, & young man enter-
od, to wham I was introduced by the Col.
as ““my adopted sow;, Rolf Raleiglr.” '

I noticed him particalarly. He was
short and thieleset and though not a hand-
rome young fellow his conntenance gnve
evidenee that ho hod an ivon will and groat
intelleet, Mo staid but a few minutes, when

| o left the room.
| After he had passed ont, Btout spoke
| vogarding the business on which wo had

| dome, and sadd, * 1 have brooght my friend |

here with me ns ho has had considerable ex.
! perience in eases of a similar nature, and
his ndyice may be of valuo to us,'*
| The Colonel thanked him for so0 doing
ind then
As he did so, there seemed to me to
| be something kept back and 1 folt confl-
dent that some grave socret lny bencath
[t afthir, wiich was well known to the old
| gentleman and which he was anxious
shonld not be diseovered. The facts told
us were brietly ne follows :

“ About two weeks previous” said the
Colonel, “I recelved six thousand dollars
from the sale of some property. 1 paid
out o portion of it and placed the pocket
bouk containing the balance in the cabinet
in my Hbrary., Two days ago my danghter
looking over the eabinet ealled my attention
to the money which I was s0 careless as to
leave there, and at my request counted it
After doing so she locked it up in the cabi-
vet and gave me the key. Tu the evening
of the same day having occasion to use
some money 1 went for it and found it
gone.  Nothing else was touchod. 1T have
a dislike to having my troubles made pub-
lie property and have therefore preforred to
consnlt you rather than to send for any
officers, All the servants in tho house
have grown old in my service and I hiave no
reason to mistrust them."

“ What amount of money and what kind
was it 27 asked My, Btout of Miss Raleigh.

*“There was six hundred dollars in bank
bills and the vest was in checks," she re-
plied.

“ Drafts said the Colonel,
George Nolan of Alexandria,”

This reply seemed to startle Stout, and
he hastily asked if there was any onein
the library when she counted the notes.

“*No one but Lem the old butler; but he
would no more take them than I would,"
sald Kate.

“ No one olse saw them at all #'' said I.

““No," she replied,’” only Rolf, he was
there ; perhaps he can tell you better than
I can what kind of notes they were, As
sho said this she apparently addressed her-
self to her consin, who had agnin entered
tha room,

The young man made noreply but stood
looking abstractedly out of the window.

“Who was in the library during the
day ?" asked Btout.

“Noone," repled the Colonel, 1 was
there all day alone except while gone out
to dinner,"”

“ Do you know of any othor key to the
Cabinet »"

“ My davghter has one,'" answered the

Colonel.
“Oh no, 1T have none,”” replied Kate, 1

gave it to Holf a long time since,”’

My son,” said the Colonel, * have you
u key like this?"

The young man carelessly replied that
he had not, when Kate said, ** why I saw it
on your key ring a fow days ago.”

“ Well it is pot there now  and probably
you were mistaken' replied Rolf.

“ As I understand it then' said 1 “‘the
only time the money could have been taken
was while you were at dinner?"

i YB!.”

“ Was the butler present in ihe dining
room "'

““He was there all the time,’' quickly
roplied Kate,

* 'Who dined with you that day " asked

Brout,
** We were all alone, Kate nnd 1, even

Rolf was out gunning st the time said
the Colonel.

Btout now put his hand in his pocket and
drawing out a paper presented it to the
old gentleman and asked, “Is that one of
the lost drafts '

* Both the Colonel and his daughter look.
eid st it sagerly and carefully, and then de.
cided that it was,

“ Where did you"”—bnt  before the wen:
tence was completed Btout hastily interrup.
tod the Colonel by asking to see that eabl-

| us,

Ydrafts on

net.

Accordingly we wore nshared by the
Colonel into the Hbrary where we were
shown & curlously inlaid cabinet, the key
to which he handed to Btout.

Without taking the key Btout hurdodly
went on to say, '‘you were going to ask me
Colonel where 1 got this,boys Jiﬁ be boys,”

“Now sit down and koep cool,” sid
Stout to the Colonel who began to show
signs of excitement, '

Inid the facts of the cose before |

“Ido not understand what yon can | saw ns he hastened to dimw her too him, il-y spells, By the way, Page, liere is a let-

menn'' gaid the old gentleman,
Stout began to grow nervous and at st

placing Tis iand on her head, and smooth- |

ing her hair ns thongh she had been a

said huskily, “my vpephew roccived that | ehild.

draft Inst night accompanied by this note.” |

“ Rond it will yon Page ™!
I took the note and read.

'The colonel started up with his faco

| Aushed with passion, and going to her said,
| “ Letve him !

Will you persist in your

“Dran Nup—This makes us all right, | folly in the face of these olrcumstances?
the denft is on Nolan and i ns good 45 | Would you wed o folon M

leave town tomorrow
Yours in haste
Royvr RMavwioan,”

specie. 1

I looked up as 1 finished repding,

night., iI

| plied, “ Lot us have no tragedy, for L am a
The | poor actor,

Rolf gave o scornful laugh, ns he re-

L will come again,’ lie said,

old man's face was white with passion, ns | looking down to Kate, who was still cling-

Le said ;

“ Do you know whom you pecouse! A
Raleigh of being a thief!”

“1 know it all Colonel, but you dragged
me into it, or I would have said nothing,
But the proof is positive, TRolf is lewving
you in disgraco without money—""

T know it,"" gronned the old man, “*but
I hoped it would the sooner bring him
bnek."”

CWithont money, “eontinued Stout, “No
but him saw the money, only he
had a key to the eabinet wheve it was, only
ho was absent from dinner that day.
Whether his past condict warrants his go
leawving you, or gives any clue by which to
dotermine his guilty, yon know best.”

Thoe last remark scemed to touch the
Colonel to the quick and he drew in his
breath as though suffering from intense
pain.

“ Look at the nota’ eontinued Stout “and
soo if it is Roll™s writing."

He took the paper and looked at with
great earnestness while his hand  shook vi-
olently, aod then handed it back saying ns
though to himself “Oh ! my son, my son.”

I went out of the room vexed with my-
self for having como and still more vexed
with Btout for having brought me to see
the old man's misery, and paced up and
down the ball for some minutes while my
friend and the Colonel remained in the li-
brary.

At Inst Stout called me back into the
room. The Colonel was standing by the
five place, apparently having regained his
composure., He thanked me in n stiff' for-
mal mapner for having been kind enough
to ¢come out with My, Btout, and then went
on hurriedly to say."

“Youare an hovorable man, My, Page ¢
you will keep this seoret until such time as
the matter may be cleared up, or explain-
ed P

1 at once assured him 1 would, but Tlittle
thought how many weary years would!
pias before that time would come, and that
the explanation would be so entirely diffor-
ent from what now seemed probable.

He grasped my hand, I gave it a shake
and then turning to Btout said, **You
tell Rolf ; but don't lot him come here, I
nover want to see Lis fuce again, And
Kate ; tell her too, 1 cannot.”

Btout then left the room,

He had been gone but o short time, when
I heard a firm step coming along the hall,
and in o moment afterwards Rolf entered
the library.

Was that the face of a guilty man? 1
could not belleve it. 'With & firm step and
rigid look he walked np to his unole, placed
his hand on his shoulder and forced him to
look up. It was more the act of an sccuser
than of one neoused,

The old man looked up, and said, *‘God
forgive you, Rolf, but I did not wish to see
you agunin," '

Rolf 1ooked at him steadily for a moment,
and then turned away, muttering, “Impos-
sible !"

Bomething in his manner and sppearance
touched me deeply, and hardly knowing
why I did it, T selzed him by the arm and
sald, * Young man, for your own sake,
and the sake of those you love, prove your
Innocence, for I'do not belleve you guilty.”

“1 cannot,” he replied, in a solemn
mannor ; 1 never wrote or sent that note,"”

“Glo Rolf,)" said his uncle, *'1 forgave
all that wont before, but this can never be
forgotten."

The young man's face grew pale, but still
he did not reply. The sorrowful look of
Lis countenance puzrled me,

Just at this moment the door opened, and
Kate camoe hastily in.  Her father at onoe
started forward, with a motion as though
intending to put her out of the room, say-
ing *‘this Is no place for you, my ‘daughter.””

T could hardly belleve this was the shy,
bushful girl that I had seen an Lour before,
Without regarding the remark or petion of
hor father, she went at once to her cousin,
and ng her hand on his arm said ; '

“ Rolf, you did not think for n moment
that I would heliove you gullty 2

A strange look of love aud frust was

one

"'| combined with one of terror, which Rolf

ing to his nrm, and speaking as though no |

one but her was present, “ when I ¢an

ter the Colonel gave me for youn."

I put the letter in my pocket, and after
lenving Stonty, oponod it T4 contpined a
few words of thanks, and thon followed the
request for me to soe Raolf, and inform him
that Lis unele had fccured an appointment
on the English logation for him, and urgoe
Lilin to accept it,

I had intendod to leave for Richimond in
tho morning, and here was a call for fur-
ther delny, as 1 could hardly refuse to
giant the Colonel’s request, But 1 conld
havdly conceive why the request was not
mide to Btout, who was ansold friond of

prove my innocence.  Not until then, Wil [ the family, instead of to me.

yout then be my wife ?
ma Kate !

Will you wait for

1 will wait for you though it be years,"
she quietly replied,

Her father galled her khinrply, but ghe did
not turn toward him.

Roll etooped and kissed her, and said,
“ Good bye, my darling, remembor that 1
will come for you, even though I wait long,

long years. 1 will come for you when 1 can |

prove my innocenee,”

Then as ho left the voom Kate tumed o
her father, and stood by him watehing Rolf
ne he went down the hall,

There wias no longer any use for us Lo re-
main, and we therofore took our departure
for the village, I feeling as though there
wis o mystery in this affuiv which some-
time perhaps I should be able to unravel,

The next morming I left the village early,
to o to the western part of the State, and
wis gomo several days, stopping at Johns-
town on my way baek to Richmond.

The eveuing of my return I hastened to
soe Btout to ascertain if anything further had
been diseovered, which would throw lighton
the Raleigh case. After saluting him I ot
once asked if he had learned anything furth-
or. He replied that he had not. * But,'* said
he, “1 have been outtothe Colonel's n good
deal ; he is fast sinking.'”

WAYhat " asked I, ““is he il 9"

“¥eu," gndd e, “he has not been well
all winter, and this aftair has completely
upset him. Flo hns now taken to his bed,
and I donbk if he will ever get up again.—
His mind seems unsottled too,"

“'Well, what about the young man,” I
asked; “has he done anything toward
clearing up the mystory #*

“* All that can be done, I reckon, was the
reply. 1 glanced at him as he said  this,
the tone of his voice showing his feelings
to be agaipst Rolf, and at onoe expressed
my belief in his innocence.

“Well, you ean think as you ploase,"’ re-
plied Btout, “hut 1 have no donbt of his
guilt. His conduct forces that belief on
me. How would an innocent man have
acted? How would you? How would I
Stormed, raged, torn the wholo matter np
by the roots, and deagged out the truth
somebow, "

I laughed at his enthusiasm as I replied :
' But the boy showed fecling enough that
night. 1look upon him as no ordinary
young man,"’

YO said Btout, ‘' hehas made a pre-
tonce of clearing it up, but with o dogged
sort of & way that seemed to say he had no
expectations of sucoess, 1've no faith in
him. He takes after his mother, and I nov-
er did like the Palms. Thank God, that
for the old man's sake, the seoret in safe
with ns.  And, beside this, T gather from
the Colonel's talk that this not the first of-
funce,"

“But how about the young lady ¢’

‘i Bheo scoms entirely taken up with at-
tention to her father since he has got so
poorly. Bhe walts on him night and
d','n

*“1f no other person has faith In Rolf,”
I veplied, "ahe hns,"

“Yes," answered Btout, “but she has
a8 much pride In the family name as her
father. The other day when I was
there I mentioned Rolf's nume, and spoke of
his nttempta to solye tho mystery, when
the old man quickly, roplied, ** God grant
he may succeed. Then after a short si-
lsnece be continued, “ My Httle girl here,"'—
patting Kate on tho head-—* thinks it all
right, T kuow, but whe has soleminly prom-
ised mo never to marry the boy until he
proves his entive innocence. You have
promised Kate."

“Yen," sho replied, “I have promised,
and T will keep my word."

After she had gone out the old man
snid, ‘it has been a bitter disappointment
to me. T thought to linve séen Kate, Roll’s
wife before 1 died," and then he entirely
broke down,

‘'There is a young fellow ont there now,
some connection of the family, his nama is
Forest, and I fancy ho has & warm zegard
for Kate. He has been there all summer

During the evening o servant came in
and said, A gentloman, Mr. Pago, wants
to seo you; he says on private business.—
I think it's somebody from the Raleigh
place,”™

Telling him to bring bim to my room,
e moon returned, and nshered in young
Raleigh,

“Xon are wolcome,” T snid, extending
my hnnd, *and I am really glad to sce you."

He bowed, but appeared to take no po-
tice of my offered hand., T placed Lim i
chair, which he accepted, and at once be-
gan to state the reason why he had called,
which was to inform me that he intended
o leave the place that night.

“Then," said 1, interrupting him, it
is very fortunate that you ealled, and"—
bhaauding him the letter 1 received from his
unocle—"** this will explain why I think so,"

He took the letter, read it eavefully, and
stood o moment in deep study, when he
handed it baok to me.

“You acoept the appointment i

“Certainly not,” replied he,
cling it.”

‘ What reason shall T give yonr uncle for
your so doing ' 1 asked.

“ No explanation will be neecssary,"" said
Rolf'; *‘he will understand it.

“Mr. Raleigh," 1 suid, -‘donot bo too
hasty; you are young, and without friends,”

The kindness of my tone and my words
touched him, and ag he replied, his voice
trembled with emotion :

“1 know that too well, Mr. Page, but 1
shall succeed ; 1 am not afraid. Tam very
thankful for your kindness ; and now let me
tell you what brought me hore to-night,—
Iam goivg away. Bhould my innooence
be proved, which 1 am confident will yet be
the case, 1 shall come back ; if not, never.
I come to ask you to let me know when
that is the case."

“Can you do wothing to clear yourself
now?"' I asked.

“ Nothing," he replied. *“1 tried a little
but did not expect snocess,"

‘“ How about that note which was sent in
your name "' T asked.

“Inever sent it, It is a forgery, and
being sent through the post-office, T am un-
able to trace it to its author,”

I was pugsled | Do you think yourself
the victim of some plot.  Has Forrest had
anything to do with it #'" asked I,

“I have said nothing about any plot,"
roplied he, ‘I accuse no one, but if the
story was public; God only knows what 1
should do.”

At this moment his self-control seemed
to give way, and for n short time there was
silence, while he seemod to broak ont with
a cold and clammy sweat.

“No," continued he, "I can do nothing
now, I came to you becauss 1 think you
Liave faith in me. Btout has sot, and it is
not exsy to ask a favor of aman who thinks
you u thief.,”

. I was about to speak, when he hurried-
ly interrupted me,

“1 know what you would say. It will
all come right some day, and when it does,
1 waut you to promise to let me know.

1 promise to leb you know at once.”

I am obliged fo you Mr. Page, it will be
a trifle to you, but to me it will be much.—
It many be yeirs beforo it will eome, bus if
ol and gray, I will hold you to your prom-
lﬂ-”

He wroto an addsess on i slip of paper,
and handed it to me with the remark,
 That will always find me if T am living,”
He arose to depart, shying, “1 will shake
hands with you now," .

I grasped his hand warmly, and we part-
od, 1 feeling o perfect triwt In his lignor
and Integrity, even though evidence was so
strongly against him, .

By what trifles the cvrrent of 4 lifoe may
be changed, and how slender tlis thiead
upon which hangs our destiny, was proven
in this case ; for had Rolf but deferred his
w’“m till mmh" how many years of
weary wailing would have been saved to
two brave hearts, and how suddenly the
plans of another would have been destroy.
¢l.  Concluded next week,

I said.
“1 de-




