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A MYSTERY.

The Lock-Smith's Story.

IAVE in San Francison, snd T am a

ligk-smith by trade

My ealling is
n stringe one, and pissesses o oertain fus.
einatiom, rendering it one of the moest

agrecable of pursaits
it, =ee nothing in it hut

nothing but it rveture in money. To

me it has other charma than these, | am |

eallerd almost daily to opon doors, and
poer iuto lung noglected apattments ; to
spring the stubburn locks of safes, and

gloat upnn the tregsures piled within ; o

quictly onter the apurtmonts of Indies
with moro beauty than diserction, and
pll:k the hwks of deawers contsining
peace-destroying missives. that the dun
gt!l'--u< uvl IL'liI-"!' af ‘.l'.'tluir‘l':llj_' .‘Ll'I'L'.I"; :lm:-
may oot verch the eye of a husband or
fatiier possessing the mystie key ;o fireo
the Fastenings of canh boxes and dopo
tories of recovds ; telling of men made
suddenly rich, of corporations plundered,
Dllii}'l.h.m-- robbed, of h"I""‘ erushed, ol

(14

Many who follow |
lubor—think u]'I'

@he Times, New Bloomfield, Pa.

"murr wide enoneh for me o entos,”
| awornd the same voice
| “Come in," said T resalntely, throwing
| the door ajar, and proeceding to light a
| candle,
l Having suerecded, T turned toexamine
i wy visitor. He was nosmnll and  neatly
ducened gentleman, with & heavy gl
around his shoulders. and Ll navy
(_"\lf drnwn nrlspiui- I1-|_\' over s eyes
AT advanced toward ius, lie
hesitate a moment, then raised the eap
| from hig forchead, and looked (U1
riously in the fwe

I did not ||I'r-1| the eandlo, hut 1 confis
toa little nervousness ax | hurriedly
l-} woil the |‘[:|!T on the |.l1l!|_'. wnd sil I1l:_\
proceeded to fnvest mysoll” with two or

a
A f':l Lid

e

threa necoddary neticled of elothing A=
I live, wmy wisitor wasa lady, and the
| danig for whom [ had AN A the Hitele

hoxa month belire! “.:"‘H_‘_: :uml-il-h-ul
my hasty toiler, | ulhluluh'-: o Whimmer
au apology for my rudeness, but utterly
fuiled Thae fhet was, | was oonlonn
Smiling at my omfiture, she said :

S [Nseuise s useless, |

Tli'l"\\llfll' )'f"'
me
W believe [ told you, madam, T glonld

nob =oon lorget your lace, lo what way

ragoirmze

fawilies ruined,  Is there no cbharm in ! can | serve you'?
this—iuo food “[-1'1?!]!::1.5”!:- =10 acope | i “.T i g Lindf an hone's work Lefore

Then who would
not be o licksanth, thouel his faee s be
grimoed with the smnt of the forge, and
his bawds wre

But I have a story o tell—not exactly

fur the runve of tanoy ?

stiuined withrast ¥ |

||.-:_-, light, and receiving live hundred dol-
| lars tor your labor,” way the reply
“ It as not ordinary work" suid T in
qill".rirr _-|;.'_ “Ahat commnnds g0 munifivent
R -111:»"1': ation

a story either, for that implies the eom {*1e s lubor eommon to your ealling,”

]l]l' m s widl  wa the beginnine ofl 1.-'I-‘:'. | the ! 1 The [rice 15 nob S0

s nariative—und mine ia searcely more | wuch for the il TRt

than the introduction to one.  Let W | der whiol it i

who dedle in Faney wreite the rese v And whut 1s I in
In the Spring of 1856—1 thiok i& was | quivol

in April -1 opencd & |t 1.-.|. (BT I Thn you will subamit to beine |

Ken Hoy strect; and soin rhed 1) '] veyed Urann, nnd roturned YOUr own

iuto a fuir husiness Late one evening, | door blind olded " ’

A elosely velled budy entered wy shop Vieas of warder, barglary, amd  almost

and pulling tromi Lencuth het clonk o | gvery other orhine of villainly, liseeiod]y

:llu-slljn!-m!--'-l b, mskeed e ta o pen 1 pre ..-u-.-l theniselves to tuy I.. lous, n .‘;

I'he loek was eni |-I:—-!_',' econstrieted, sod | 1 bowed snd sedd :

1 was a whole Lo firting it with o Lr-_', “ T omst understand something more ol

The ludy secued nervons at the de

'y
and nt I ngth e f e sted ma to elise the
door, 1 wasu livtle surprised at the so
gestion, but of course <'|-t|||r|i\-~1. Shut.

ting the door and returning to y work,
the I.-rl_\' withdeew her veil, diselosing as
pretty o fuce a8 cun be imngined I'here
wil." i rl'."ttl'.’"‘”l"\.-. i t]li' |')l' .l“'l l‘:‘““r i‘l
the cheek. however. whiel plainly tald ol
n heart il at case, and in a monent every
emotion for bey bt given place o hat |
D['llir_\'

“Perhaps you nre oot well, mndam,
and the night wiv i1 oo chilly " said 1,
rather inquisitively, 1 {ole a rebuke in
her reply.

I reguestng you to eloso the door,
I lind wo other obiject than to esoape the
alteution of porsons passing ™

I did not reply, but thoughtfully eon- |
tinued wy work,  She resumed :

“That little box contains valuable pa.
pers—privite papers—and | have lost
the key, or it lus been swolen, 1 should
ot wish to have yu rewmctmber that |
ever mume heve on sach an ereand,” she
continued with sorwe hestution, and  pave
me o look which wus oo diflicult  mutter
to untorstand.

“Uertuinly, mudam, i yow desire it ;
if' T onnnot tirget your faco. 1 will at least
attetpt to lose the recolleation of ever
peving it here,”

The ludy bowed very oold ut what |
considerad a fine coonplimoent, and 1 pro- |
ceoded with wmy work, satisfied that n |
suddenly discoverad partinlity for we had |
nothivg to do with the visir,

Having succceded, after mueh fling
and fitting, i turning the loek, 1 wus
pcized with a curiosity to gel u sehin pae
at the precions contents of the box, wud
suddenly raising the lid digscovered
bnndle of papers and a daguerrotype, as
[ hll-Wt’ |n:|.—r.|'|| the box to s owWler,

She seized it hurriedly and placing |
the letters and picture o her pocket, |
loeked the box, and drawing the veil over
her face, pointed to the door, |1 uper ed :
it, and as she parsed into the sireet, sho
mercly whispered—* Remember !”  We |
met ogaiv, aud [ have beeo thus particulsr |
i d(*tl\t‘rnﬂhg her visit o the Hlll-ll to |
render probubile asubsequent recognition |

Alout two o'eloek inthe morning, in
the latter purt of May following, I wus
swakened by a gentle tap upon the win.
dow ol the little room buck of the shop
in which I lodged. Thinking of burglars,
I sprang ont of bed, und in & monent
was at the window with a heavy limmer
in my hand which 1 nsually kept at that
time, within convevieut reach of my
bodside.

“ Who's there?” I inquired, raining
the hamwer, and peering out wto the
darknoss—fur it was dark as Kuypt,
when under the curse of Isracl’s God.

“ Hist!” exelnimed a figure stepping
in frunt of the window ; * open the door—
I have business for you.”

* Rather past business hours, I should
sy ¢ but who are you 7"

“No one that would harm you” re.
turned the voice, which [ imugined was
tsther feminine for & burglur's.

" 1 replied emphat.-

“ No one that ean !
ieally, by way of warning, us I tightened
my grip on the hammer, and proceeding
to the door, I pushed back the bolt and
slowly opened it, and discovored the
stranger already upon the teps.

“What do you want " 1 sbruptly in.
quired,

| sary Tor me to explain.”

‘|"'.r|
4 the conditions, w sceept your offer.””

the chorncter ol the ol et us

\'..II not five |'w|r~-.‘r. || ik ”.l. HUsWET
in livu of oo explanution '
S Noe=por five thousand.”
ehe patted hor fot pervously oo the

ooy,
I

e 11 5!.1-'{|!-nl‘l'll too low an esti-
lomesty, and 1 felt some
gratification on being able to eonvince
her of the et

SWall, then, if itis abeolutely neees
she roplied,
wust tell yono that you are tequired to
pick the lock of a vanlt, and="'

“You have gone guite lar enongh
wadatr, with the explanation,” T inter
['Il[-li‘i‘. “ 1 am not et your service,”

Shie continued—" you are required 1o
pick the loek of a vault, and rescue from

nie on

death o mun who has Leen  eonfined fur
l'llri'!‘ ll.l.\.'\ I.‘u'l'-'..'
Mo whown does the vault lu-.‘II-Il'_: SN |

inuirad
“ My hoshand," wus the somewhat re
luctant reply.
“Then why so much seerecy ? or rather,
how cume mein  econfined

plage.””

1 seeretad him there to escapoe the
of Wy husband., e sus
peeted i much and elosed the door Ui
him.  Presuming he had left he wault,
and guitted the house by the back door,
L did not dresus anti] toduy that he was
vonfined there ("ertain .‘r'll“lb-ll'ii!'il.'i aots
of my husband this afternoon  convinee
ue that the wan is there, beyond hear.
ing, nud will be starved to death by my
buibarons husband, unless fmmediately
rescned,  For three days he hus not lefi
the house 1 deogged him less than
honr ago, nnd he iz now so stupefied thut
the lock may be picked without his in
terferonee. I have seavchied hig pockers
but vould not find the key; henee my
applieation to yon, Now know ull
Will you accompany we

vln.‘-t.’\'\' wtion

an

Vil

o the end of the world, on sueh
errand "

n

“Then prepare “.-Ht'.'-t'” : there 14 a enb
I winting,

I was vk a little .-lll|.||--"i. for 1T had
not heard the sound of whoels, ”.s.'lil)
drawing an a coat, und providiug mysull
with the reguired implewents, 1 was a
the door,  Whaie, sure enough, was the
cab, with the driver in his goat, ready for
the mysterious journey.

lady. Assoan ns 1 was seated, she pro-
duced o handkerchief, which by the
faint light of an adjicent street lamp, she
carcfully bound around my eyes. The
]-hl_‘f reated ]I.l.‘l'F'l'“. l.l'hli‘ll' ne, und the
b sturted.  In half an hour it stopped
in—what purt of the city I am entirely
ignorant, as it was evidently driven any-
thing but the direct eourse from the
point of starting.

Examiving tho bandage, to see that
my vision was completely obseured, the
ludy binded me the bundle of tools, and
wking we by the arm, led me through a
gute into @ house which 1 knew was of
brick; and after tuking mwe through a
passupe way which could not have been
ess thun Rity feet in length, sud a Right
of tairs which was evidently an under-
ground basewent, stopped beside n vault,
and removed the baudkerchief from my
eyen.

“Here ix the vault—open it,” said she
springing the door of a dork luntern, and
throwing a beam of light upon the mad
sive lock.

“I will tell you, if you dare open the

.|-\;' __|

|
in fuch »

1 entered the vehicle, followed l:_)' the |

I stsized o baneh of skeloton [.‘(‘_\'z- and
I‘:ut:_-r a fow trinds—which the ludy wateh-
| ad with the moste painful anxiety—naprung
toe holt. The door swung upon its hinges
anl my v.uui-.m]--n,!-'|1:1|_-_: me not to closs
it nn it wies self-lookinge, aprang into the
vanlt, T did net follow. 1 heard the |
murmur of voices within, and the next |
tomant the lidy reappeared; and leaning
apon her wrm,. o wan, with o face
flll(' il haganrd that 1T started st the
sight,  Tlow he must have snffered du-
{ fing the long three duys of his confine
i

The Wilkins Family,

[

J\_ the origin of man. Sowe think he
is but o higher grade of the © Whit s
it " and othern that he is unly a Fally
#‘i"’l‘lll}u'\l elam.  Dincline o the latter
nllitlihl} ill |]]1 onee of vertain men Wlln
Iritker away their lives in folly and  diss

pation.  But the whole sulijest is o iffl

eult one, and peenliarly so. to the meto-
physical wind. This s Husteated
the ease of youni Wilkins. whe sovg't

un

“ Homain hero,” she said handiog me

{ the lntern, 1 will be buek in g winute,” | “Pap.weren’t oll men mod hy Heave ?
Tlu‘ LW :-]-tl\'l.\.' ns l‘l'rlnl\:l] ]I'lL'..‘:flil'-'.H.[I'I | s \'-"‘. 'rIJ",' !']lll]ll_” il!'lll_;li]‘\' I--;-l:m] l]l."

[ heared them enter & room immediately | paternal Wilking ; “but why o you uek 2°
In

ing inquiry :

where | less

ahove was stahding. “ 0 mothing ; only [ see in the papers

thim o minute, the lady returned long acebunis of * selfomade wen.' anl |
FRhall 1 aloge 0 wadam P T asked, | thoughit yhe it o those Gl nes bl

]'.I"'IHI_: my hand upaon the door of the | been a g ttin' of their own selyves pe

vanlt This is the brother of that othiy ! Wil
*No! Nol" she excluimed hastily | kins, baptized Holofernes Montgomery
o wmy arm; it awaits snother ogen | who eamo home and eomplained that e
paut " didno't like the arithmetie thi y lad
Madam, you certainly do not intend | school, beeause ho eonldi’s wuess the con
"t | undrums in it
wAre you rendy ? she ir]ll.‘l'lii]r!t‘»l. im I Clonundrums ! oxelaimed his piron

paticntly holding the handkerehiel to my
\ The thought fushed my |
wiind that she intendod to push me into |

tal puardian ; * why, Uolofernes M
gomery Wilking, what do you mean
S Why, you know that old arithm el

ey ACTOEN

the vault, and bury we and my soerct to- | of ours i full of eonundrums and  tha
fgether,  She secmed o resd the e [ things and whon Mr. Bwisetiil askod
pleion, and continued. Do npot be | il 120 bushels of ¢orn will serve foure
alnrmed.  Youaro ot the wman ¥ teen horses  diftysix days, how  many
I conld ot mistake the trath of the | days will ninewy-four bushels serve aix
fartul meaning ot the remark, amd 1) hoeses ¥ Dandid < 1 give it apund e said
huddered ns 1 bent my head totha hauds | ] tug il an owl Thoen e
kerchiief, My eyes wore earvlully bans | w to know why oty rod L
Ll s Belosd. sod 1whsled to the esb. | roid I eonddn’t 11 sl ean't g
il then driven home by o wore eivcait. | his damned old  jokes i know, and
Fonte, il po i, than the one 1.-_. then hel '.-].rn.-l
Bl w i I | Iyt [ I et
Arricinge in front of the hon th my ehild, that wl 4 | AN
handkerehief swas ramoved, anild 1 tepren f--ln-'k e 1ol FUARLL O |.|r N
from the vehic'e. A purse of five hun- | Lonia, vomove this el ul
dped dollars Wi '-'. ced an my lusned, nndd This was the sime Loy whoo afisrw
i tmotent the oob and §ts mivaterions | wat ) teacher Sl oo th (uestion 11
e T vayned the eorner, wind were | it takes Tone wiils 1o muko b |
out ot sivin Ny earpot taekn will it take to wnke u
I ontered the ."-»;1. nndl the purse was ten dollae b :
the only evidenee eould snmuon in iy Wilkins Lotaste for the thing
T |l!.'!'T] ment, that all 1 had j.1 b done | Tt wan dhuving bis sonmeetion w'th tle
andd witpossed was yot a drewm | ll"|l_\ I i less Mutuul Tgsarnee oo
A mouth alter thut 1ossw the lidy sind | panys that e went over to Buston e o
contlenn tuken From the vault, walking | Tew doys, and apon his retorn wis askod
':--'n:'-:_'_.' aloni :"II-'ll;_,'-‘ nery strect, I do ‘-_'.' ."::u."‘[!. you kaow him—sun ' uld
not know, but | believe the sleeping hus- | Smyth ml ol mnn—wus  asked by
bund awoke within the viult, und that hLis ";l!.}'“n_ ':.l\'. Wilking, where have you |

Lomes are thers o this -l.n_\ 1 The wile is | been lor o w 1.'-’;. hack ;’“
-I||| i I.l'-.illl.'lit H“:‘:.Hl I'.IJHI_'II""-'.
| 4 - .
NOTHING LEFT BUT HIS BOOTS.
i A Wolf Stery that Needed Proofl
I Noold wan, vov living a thousand
‘(/x miles fvom Washineton, delighits

i unthiog so mueh pe telling anecdiotes |

“ 1 bavon't boen anywhere fur jt, 1
haven't got a weak Yack,” and he shot
roumd the o

Bat hisgreat point in in editeating the
minds ol s biovs s wnd one day when he
d o guarrel with his uunt, i Puoe-
1'-|| -.|u‘ A .\'.uu-:vi . s u‘.tIt'-: chiil l wianl
od to know what was t||\' i tor, ln_‘ sand
it wpis sin !.I_v,- alittle crumntical erecr

roer

;m’ul

| uf liis ponesr life, tothe ]t.'--]nl-.' i thie | The relative dida'’t agree with the nte
[ town where be resides, and  thongh  his | codent
] turies are not ;1!\-\'.!:. i Hlrn !I}' e, he [1e wi trong on erammar : and swhen

Mury dane asked him what Syvotax w
; whisky ; e Wilkins
will "I':\I'!l':-I I--li L'-}-~'1]|1-|"-.|' fih, and he
thinksitain't right to put higgh duties on it

tells them with such an wir of truth thu
| his hearers find it hurd lns
yeraoiy.

(n one vocusion, when he hwl '..’:Ithn red

L flil.l.'-l'.uu he suid the e on

a little audiepce about biwe, o o hotel Wilkins would sacrilice anything te a
| stoap, lie was more thanusually spivited joke,  When his fither died, & venerable

i his |]|:~-n‘l‘i|wllu.|m ol huntine  seenes
| probably tur  the I w stranger |

) frelend called 1o comsale him it th 1o
henvfit ol i
present, who no SUFprse

of" his Jrar il protector, Wilkins
ed amd -.|"Ii. L 4, the ol winn wos ;:nmi
[ ot thut. bat now 'm the hesd of the fam-
iy, and | suppose 'l e o pyerental
| i Win plaee Hin friend  deopped
| Sy ithetic tonre, and drove to the faner-
al in a haek
The elder Wilkins dicd
and his son vemiovked, o8 he saw  the re-

manitesied
| whatever at anything he heard, though
ha lstened ;llll'liri\'t]:..

The stors-teller, whose name is Brown
" 1 lintl
casily, but he could not guther from  the
expression ol s face
L[V pl‘-lm'l‘l].

langed at him severul thues, o

ui
unything to en
Nov williig

howuver, tu ;in- Loy nas U us nokl N|-J-] {1

I ¢ |1r--:|lll’|".‘:l|]|
volraEy him

| mnines plac

i an undertaker's earringe,

liow, b minde anothier wita wpt, and rvelss Urlaat i wis siogader that the ol o
ted thit be bad ap one tiwe Killed  six | sluald fiest be carvied off by a huckin' |
wolves with wne rifle shot, Train the win< | congh, and afterward by & colin ok, —
duw of a log cibin o the woods, and | I'he undertuker did st .."'- veeiva that this
[ that he had six skulls st home 1o prove i | was g joke aotil he et te the cemotery.
o | remeniber  the  place,”  said  the | and jemade bin fie] so wad th K |
stranger, now 1l\li|" worl ked up. * W't ) kioke dhawodoe thot oy i hisoway, and  the |
| it ubont n o an whore Juck Pelton’s | due bica eling ont of Dis loe,

Lavi 18 now ! o T M e 2 iid Mrs,. Wilkins
“dust o, kaid Drown | * No " oreplied her husband, *it's
"l,\.-u'il_\,." wid the strapger,” and 1 L Oee-tertier.”

want 1 tell of a curious thing that hip But Wilking hud @ Byvotherdnsluw nau-

l pened to me in that very eabui 1 owas ol Gonge, who ron lor Judge iu Schuyl- |
| out o huotiog expedition, and  sone Kill connty, and the very first case he

how gt popmratad broti iy conipiany nod tiaed .~.1|| ¢ oflw |.| who owned s

! | J"I'Il}nl‘ thivre uver IIi;_Il[, ftor it wus so suad wine bt had Yean n major in tlio

{dark that | could wot see the way W ariny Flis tailarsusd B be o ol

go 1 barred the doorand windows, sid | g5 p e, iee deeided wgainst the  tui-

[ felt mufie, though _I eontd hear the wolves oy e eouldn’t have made those
howl oo the outeide.” clothes for hiw, beesus¢ a wiver couldu't |
bundred  times,' | |

| “|'ve heard them a bo u naior
said Brown, quite interosted s

“Well,” coutinued the
slept soundly until 3 o' lock in thia morn
g, when | wus ywakened |l_‘| W dugen or
more wolves coming down the cliimney,
aud, sir, do you believe me, they pullod
we o pleces and nte me up in "Il'l.‘l‘-l'i.}
LWO minglos=——every bone of TR noth-
in','f left but my bouts," |

“lho you mean to sny thut the wolves
ute j'i'l.l...’“ up "' waid  Brown, “ate you
up.”

“I do, sir and
hoine to prove e

“Well," suid Brown, smid the shouts
of the sudience and with a curious  hull-
sold expression on his fuce, “all 1 buve tw
suy 15 that—thut novds—proof !

It is swid that Browu  lus lost all rel-
ish fur stories not strictly true.

vowas an infidel e was
al that his wother wouldu't
bliove him, and he gave up Lhe |ul' and

B

sivangor, o |

turned spiritualise,
who reeeived a message from the nllirit of
Dupiel Webster, stuting that there were
a great mony errors in i dictionary he
I wou'd Like to have corrected.

It was before Judge Gouge that Fer-
aunon, the soup fat-man, was sued by a
womsii for a breach of  politeness—ahe
thonght that wus what it waus ; and Gouge
clhinrged the jury to give her a verdict of
thirty thousand dollyrs, which they did
while Ferguson was led out of  court,
headed by a brass bund playing * The
Girl 1 Lelt Behind Me"  Ferguson said
he was like Leander—it was-s-wimmin’
thut yedoeed him to such great ** stra ts.”
T which she gaid that iF he buduo’t morts
woged hersell to bim, be bad at least
lien'd 'er,

Judue Goupe sent them both to prison
oy eontemipt of eourt, fur jokiog in his
presence.

| the boots at

have

B~ Purin wiways hud the reputation of
boing the gayest city in the world, but the
nutiber of balls there ut the present tiwe
surpasses suything,

ITHORITIES differ in ve ar) to

| the authur of his beinge with the fhllow- |

He was the medinm |

TN
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