&

2

PROVING AN ALIBI

A DLT WCTIVE STOLY,

T THERE i anything more ealeulnted
]_ to sharpen 4 man's wie, and keep
him continually on the lookout than the
detective’s business, I don’t know what
it ean be. A tow years of this life that
wa in this peculing business have to lend
makes it 4 man's second nature to be
watehful withont geeming to be so at all
and to take notice of what s going on
even when not engaged on nny pariicular
layt’ ws the rogues say. 1 havo two lit-
tle stovies {0 tell which will lustrate
this.

(e .'“'Iillliil‘\'. about ton years ago,
found mysell’ at Carlisle, a flourishing
town on the Dlank and Blank Nailroad.
I was considerably acquainted thore, and
liad been there, preity often on business ;
but my being there at this time was the
result of un accident merely. I had heen
three liundred miles west of this, trying
in vain to find a ¢lue to the whercabouts
of an alsconding defaulter; and coming
baek {o ke o fresh start, 1 found that a
flood had sulmaerged the track for several
miles cust of Carlisle, and that there
would Le wo getting away till Monday, at
the least. 8o [ made a virtue of neeossity
and telegraphing my  detention and its
enuse Loy I':nn'll_'.'. I went up town,

After dinner at the hotel, I dropped in
nt the affice ol the district attorney, with

4

whom I wn= well acquainted. 1 found
him artanging  the details of & number
ol eriminal cases which were to be tried

at the eourt which began the following
Monday.

& Anything of importance ¥
rather carelessly.

“One, at least,” he replied. - Joe
Slifer, a notorious seoundrel, & to be
tried for highway robbery. The vietim
was deageed out of his buggy on a lozely
road. beaten insensible, and robbed of a
thonsand  dollays. He identifies Slifer
positively us one of the ruffians.”

“What's the defense ¥

“1 enn't imogine. L don't think there
is any, in reality.”

“ Maybe he'll
cosely suggested,

“Mhey . havdly try that,
“MThe fuct= are 1o elear,”

After some more
ssation with Wi, 1 returned to

I asked,

prove an alibi,” I jo-
He shook his head.
" he said.

unillilml'tirnl conver-
the hotel

where | spont  the remainder of the
day.
The wext duy was Sunday. 1 awoke

quite curly, nnd lound the promise of a
beautiful summer day so good that I
ilressed myselt and sallied out for a walk.
Nobody was stivring yet about the hotel
and the streets were perfeotly still. 1
walked nronnd several siuares, und re-
turned 1o the hotel, meeting only one
person o the way.

That persun was standing  iu the door-
way of o busewment saloon as 1 passed, |
Iooked dowy casually, and saw him stand-
ing there in his shirt-sleeves. Hizx hair

was tumbled, and he was gaping, as il

just awnkened, 1 did not  discover that
he was doing anything partioular there;
I thought alterward that it was quite
likely that he had been left in a drunken
sleep om the floor or on a beneh in the bar
the night helore, and that waking up at
this early hour, he had taken the wrong
door in seeking for his lodgings, and had
come ont of deors instead of going to hed.
My look at ki was merely a side glance
but that was envugh to phuulpruph his
fnce in wmy mind, 1t was a thin, bilious
face, perfectly smooth, with a long nose,
much twisted to one gide, and a  red sour
over the lelt eve. T marked it instantly
s the face of « raseal. How I could do
that, I can't explaing our business learns
us to read iuees g most men read books,
and the glince (hat T had at that fuee
told me that the man was a luwless fellow,
s actions confirmed the opinion, Sleepy
as he looked wnd uneted, no sooner did
he see sue  pussing  than he dove back
through the door and slammed it to.

[ instantly  understood him. A
seawp, vn sume * lay” or other, and don't
want fo he seen.” was my thought. And
L walked on with his photograph in my

mind, but ceased to think anything of

him or of the vircumstanee before I reach.
ed the hotel,

The duy passed ; and bright and carly
Monday warnivg [ took my satehel und
went down fo the depot.  But it was to
no purpose ; the office was closed, and a
placu*on tlie wall informed the public
that 1% riod would not be opened before
Tuesduy. :

I went baek to the hotel, oo much out
of sorts to enjuy my breakfust. 1 did not
nnderstund, till the day wag some houra
older, that | wux needed mpre here at
Carlisle than snywhere elee, just then.

| two good witnesses.

I went from the breakfast-table into
the reading-room, and aler I had read
an hour, I heard one man say to another :

“Let's go over to the courthouse;
they're trying Joe Slifer.” They went
out ; and remembering my little talk with
the district attorvey, my curiosity was
exeited, and T followed them.

When 1 entered the ecourtroom, the
vietim of the robbery wis on  the  stand.
He was a plain simple old man, and gave
his evidence with apparent truthfdloess,
He testified that he was stopped about
sunset, some months before, while passing
from Carlisie to his home with one
thousand dollars that he had
alternoon from the bank. It was a lone-
ly spot, and there was no lhouse within
hall’ a mile of'it. He was jogging leisur-
ly along, when o light wagon drawn by
two horses dashed up beside his buggy,
and three of the four men in it jumped
out, while the fovrth held the reing. They
were pll maosked. One of them seised
his horse by the bit and stopped him, the
socond snatehied the lines from his hand
and the third climbed hnll into the bug-
gy, and takiog him by the armsg, demand-
ed hig money.  He said that he instantly
shouted as loud as he counld; when the
ruffinn dealt him a suvage blow with a

and when he came to himsell again  both
robbers and money were gone.

He l'ern:._:llizc.'.ll ulll_\' one of the four:
the man that struck him. As he drew
back to give the blow his mask dropped.
and revealed the fuce of Joe Slifer. the
prisoner at the bar. He knew it—he
wis perfectly positive of’ it—and all the
ingenuity of the cross-examination could
not weaken or shake his evidence upon
this important point.

No other witness was called for the
prosecution ; none seemed necessary. The
prisoner’s lawyer got up and made a
plausible statement to the jury that the
complainant was mistnken about recog-
nizing Joe Slifer on the ocension referred
to; that Slifer was not there at all, bLut
that he was at Norcott, fifty miles north of
Carlisle at the very hour of that robbery
and that he should prove it hy at least
He eat down and
called out, © Caleb Wye,” and everyhody
leaned forward expectantly.

The witness came forward with
lmnping gait, leaning on a cane.

u slow
He was

Lapparently a man of middle age, and was

dressed in u suit of sober black, with a
white choker about his neck. His hair
was silver gray ; and as he mounted the
stand, and leaning on his cane turned his

day.
“When did you arrive here at Car-
isle 7"

* At seven-twenty this morniong.”

The district attorney guve me i trium-
phant wink ; and when Le stated to the
couvt that he desired the witness to be
dotained till the elose of the trial, the

| . v
shetilf was directed to tuke charge of

him, Mr. Caleb Wye came down from
the stand with his wig in his hand, and
took a seat by the sheriff, looking decided-
ly more billous than T had yet ccen him

| appear,

drawn that !

| slung shot which knocked him senseloss ;|

| sistance |

Mr. Pleasants was now loudly eallod
for by the defence ; but no one enme for-
ward, The unexpeeted reception that
the last witness had met probably chilled
the ardor of his confederate, and he
wisely chose to keep himself in the back-
ground. This then was all the
fence ; and my evidence nt onee Dblew
it to the winds. I looked liil'\"-'f'l_\' ub Mr.
Wye (s0 called), while T wus telling the
jury when, where, and under what cir-
cumstances 1 had seen him the previous
Juy. and T saw him tremble like an aspen-
leaf. The jury convieted the prisoner
without leaving their seats, and the wit-
ness waos locked up for further considern:
tion.

I left Carlisle the next morning, and
heard nothing more of this aftair for
geveral weeks, Then a letter fiom the

ot de-

“ Certainly. [ was there the whole

- @he Times, New Bloomfied, Pa.

distriet attorney, thanking me for the as- |

had rendered him, conveyed
mwore details,
“The witness Wye,” he wrote, whose

renl name iz Nicholis  Bray, was
indicted for perjury. A very slizht in-
vestigation showed me that we could

k-rum that hie had no right to the name of
Vye, that neither he nor any man :.'v

| the nuwe af Pleasants ever kept store in

eyes placidly to the prisoner’s counsel, he |

presented an appearance that would  at-
tract attention and respect anywhere.

I saw him; and though I did not be-
tray any surprise, I know that my heart
gave & tremendous thump, For [ saw

| the billous, thin face, the erooked nose,

und the scarred forhead of ¢, 1.0
whom I had seen twenty-f o g
fore in the doorway of the saloou. \"uh
this difference. howevery the hair of  thidt
man was almost black, while this wan’s
was silver gray.

I edged my chair quietly up beside
that of the distriet attorney, and while
the man was testyfying [ managed to
whisper in the officer's ear without at-
tracting the attention of the witness.
The latter testified that he was a dealer
in ready-made elothing at Noveott, and
one oi the firm of Wye and Pleasants.
That on the day testified to as the day of
the robbery, both he and his partver
were at their store at Norcott, and there
was un unusual eall for goods,  Joe Slifer
was then in town ; they kvew him well
and had ofien employed him to help in
the store. On this particular day they
sent for him; he came inunedintely; and
he remained at the store, waiting on cus-

ar

w!

| tomers, from two o'clock to eight, without

once leaving it. Mr. Pleasants was in
court, and he would testify to the same
[nots,

The first question of Jhe distriet attor-
ney made the fellow start and shiver.

** Are you in disguise, sir ¥”

“Wh—What ¥ stammered the man.

** Have you n silver-gray wig over your
dark hair 7"

The wun looked amuzed and then
frightened, but snid nothing ; and befure
he could recover his self-posscssion, the
district attorney had stepped forward aud
removed the wig, revealing a smoothly-
brushed head of dark browu hair !

“What does  this mean?" he
sternly.

“Ouly a fancy,” was the sulky answer.

“1 hayve worn that wig for yenrs."”

* Huve you indeed ! Did you wear it
all day yesterday "

* Yos sir,” was the confident respouse,

“ Whore 7"

* At Norcott to be sure.”

“All day ¥

asked,

I'be vouched for,

Norcott, and that neither of them

known there at all.

was

This, with your evi- |

dence, would have been sufficient to con- |

viet him; and understanding it as well as
anybody, he concluded to save tronble
and plead guilty. So he and Slifer are
both in the penitentiary, and will stay
there for a tem of yeurs.

“But do you know what I think of
this gang? 1 thiok that both Wye, alius
Bray, and Pleasants, alins  somebody else
who was dounbtless in the courthouse dur-
ing the trial, were both present at the
robbery, and took part in it.  Don't
you "

It wus o shrewd guess, and, T am in-
clined to think, a correct one. So intri-
cate und powerful are the combinations
of rogues ; and yet, how they sometimes
be ray themselves by a trifle !

Al

e Smm—

upital Joke.

FRYHEE New Jersey Patviol teils the fol-

lowing story, which it says is all the
more palatable beenuse it iy true and ean
It took place a few Suy-
days since at one of the prominent™ 4fh

! street ‘churches.

* beitor.

It seemy chat a worthy deacon hiad heen
very industrious in selling o new church
book, costing 70 cents. At the services
in question the minister, just befove dis-
missing the eongregation, rose and suid :

* All you who have children to haptize
will please present them pext Sabbath.”

The deacon, who, by the way, was u
little deai” and having un sye to selling
the books, and supposing his pastor was
referring to thew, immaediately jumped
np and shouied :

* All you who haven't any, can wor us
muny as you wont ™ calling on me, at
79 conts each.”

The preacher looked erosspyed at the
brothe.s, the brothers looked ni the cler-
gyman,the audience punched cach athes
in the side, the bubble grew lurger
until it burst into a large guffaw.  Ladies
coloved up, erimsoned, blushed, and they
thanked tlhr- Lovd soy the low price of
peopling the earth,

There was no henedic: fon that mornine
worth speaking of.  The descon, after Lie
found out his mistake, ehanged his now
from the frovt of the chureh to the
third from the rear ; und though he ean-
not hear the sermon. he ig consoled with
the thonght that (he young ladies cannot
snicker ut hiu.

——

B Ruskin soys. aod well says, that
= It 15 no mun's husiness whethes he has
cenivs ornot; work ha wnst, whatever
he is but quietly and steadily : and the
unbury -mJ unioreed resulis of such work
will e Blwaye the thing God wmeant lim
to do, and will be his best No ugnuic.-e or
heart-rendings will enable him 1o do any
17 he is o great man, they will be
great shings “ut always, it thus peacelully
done, good und right ; wlways, it restiessly
and pmbititionsly done, tilse, hollow and
‘II."‘i!liUlIll]l'.“

What Led to the Arrestof ihe Gieat Ex
presy Robhere.

The most trivial incidents will often
lead to the detection of eriminals, ns  was
illustrated in the ense of the great Fx-
press Robbery of n quarter of o million
that startled the country lust” summer
There were a good wmany detectives om-
ployed in ferrating out the guilty parties
and some of the newspapers zave sonie
of them & great deal more credit than
they did me ; but I ecare little for that.
Between you and me, I wns the fivsst man
that got a clue to the robbers, and that
was really what overhaunled them in the
end, after o three months' chase all over
the United !'tates, wich no end
griphing and seeret woiking.

That clue came by chanee, as i very
often the case. 1 was ate the depot,
whiting for o teain  that was brine
a man' who had some important  business
for me. There was a erowd at the stiation
and during the teu minntes that T had to
wait, I walked up and down the platform,
There wasn’t the least reason that I then
knew of for me to keep an  eye out  jor
anything or anybody; but the sequel
will show that the ruling
strong with me as ever,

ol tele-

in

The lightening express for the cust
was to leave just as the train that T was
waiting for camwe in. As 1 neaved the

end of the depot in wy walk. I saw three
men goout and to the leit of the dovrway,
together. 1 wanlked straight out  after
them, und zaw them sanding to-
gether, talking fist and epgerly. 1 gmave
nloud “ hem ! to make them ook up,
which they all did, at once und 1 saw
their faces, [t ix unnecessary for me to
deseribe them s [ marked ench of them
at a glince, and =uw that they were fel-
lows who lived by their wits. When
they saw me, they hastily withdrew along
the side of the building, and I passed into
the depot agnin and resumed my walk,

[ had walked across the platform once,
and when I turned to hack, I saw
one of the three men whom I had  just
leit approaching we.  Another ol the
three passed between us, so close to the
first that he could have touched him
with his outsivetehed hand ; and although
they looked divectly into each other's
face there was no  nod, word, po
sign or expresion of recoguition, 1 saw
the three within the next five minutes
anch man by himself, and wectivg  eon-
tinually a8 they mixed with the crowd
but never hetraying inany way that they
were ought hut entire strangers to  each
uther,

All this would secmn sirange Lo any one ;
but I understood it at onece as the extra
precnution of accomplished ruscals, and |
concluded that some deep and important
gamgwhs afoot.  As the whistle of the

close

(1]

1o,

approaching train sounded, the bell of

the departing one struek, and the eon-
ductor shouted * all aboard ! and watch-
in;: now in eamest fo see what boecame
of thege men. I daw Jdiem tuke the out-
going tyain from the side opposite the
platform, each one entering n sepurnte ¢ar.

This was at five o’¢lock  in the after-
noon. The robbery was committed about

| one o'clock the next morning, in the ex-

press ear of this teain, and the fier was
discovered about day-break. Before a
word was in priot abont it, I was sum-
moned by telegrum to the head-quarters
of the company, wheve 1 met uw dosen
more detectives that evening,

Of course, the officer who telegraphed
to me did not suspect that 1 was in poss
ession of any knowladge on the subjeet ;
but when I sut down at that first secret
auxious conlerenee, and deseribod the
wen whom T had noticed st the depot
l:'[—-v—l.lnnl their sctions, one of the de-
tectives present who lived at o pluce o
hundred miles away vom the line, instant-
ly recognized the deseription as  that of
three burglars well  kuown to  the police
of his town.

Some months plterwards the lust of the
three was l'llll“ll't‘."l by the aid of this
clue, and with him (he greater puvt of’ the
money.  They had worn masks ov black-
ened their faces for the robbery, and ta-
ken every ]ll'lrn-;llllimj .q,,:.lilh[. Coteation §

and it was remarkaide, thongh not  at all
unisunl i this kind of. business, that
their deteotion and eapture, ns  well as

the recovery ol wmost of the money. should
result from their meeting o total sirdnger
at o distant eity, elght hoars befove the
robhery.

.

B Kind words ure the  brightest
flowers ol carith's existence 3 ey make o
very puradiso of tie homblest home that
the world can show,  Use tiom, aud  es-
peeinlly vound the fiveside civele, They
ure jewels heyoud price. and wore pre-
eiotts to beal the wounded heat, nud make
the weighod-down spiric glud, than all the
other blossings the world can give.

Pission was us |

Billing's Advice fo Joe,

] Y awl means, Joe, pet wacried, if
} you have got a fuir show. Don't
stand shivering on the bank 3 but piteh
in and stick yuve Mend under nnd  the
shiver is over. There ain't enny more
trick in getting marvied aiter you areved-
dy, then there iz in ealing peanuts.—
Menny uw man lax siood shivering on the
ghore till the river awl ron out. “ Don't
expect to marcy an angel, the ungels hev
awl been picked up long ago. Remem-
ber, Joe, you ain't o saint yourself. Do
not marey for buty excloosively ; buty iz
like ice, awlal slippery, and thaws dread
ful easy.  Don’i warey or luy weither;
luv iz like a cooking stove, good for noth-
ing when the fuel gives out.  Dut a
mixture. Lei the mixtnee be some buty,
becomingly drecsged, w'th abour $225 in
her pockei, a good speller, handy and
neut in the house, plonty ot good sense,
a infl constitooshun and  by-laws, small
feet, n light steppor; add w this  elean
teeth and o warm heave s the whole to be
well shuken beiore taken. 'This mixture
“‘i“ k(_'l'p i“ 'a.'||||'\r |.'Iii|i:.l(’. III'I‘I not Q\'UPU'
rate. 1 the cork happens to be left off
for two or three minuies the surength
ain’t all gone,  Joe, for heaven's saike!
don't mavey for pedigree ; thar ain’tmuch
in pedigree unless it iz backed by bunk
A fawily with nothing but pedi-
like o
kight with too much tail, it they would
only take oph some ov the tail they might
possibly et up, but they are always too

BLOes,

gree genevally lneks eense: ave

illustrious to take oph the tail,
But mi dear fellow, don't be afvade;
wedloek iz as natural as wilk ;  about

higsten cream thar i one thing often
dou’t happen, and that iz awl milk to
hay cream to rize good, and keep sweet 3
it must be kept in a cool place, and not
be voused up too olten,

Dou't be an old baehelor: lonesom and
seltish, ernwling ont out oy your hole in
the morning, like a shiny-hacked beetle,
and then backing into it every

| might, suspicions and suspecied.

I would as soon e o stuffed rooster, set
up in a show window. or a tin weather-
rooster on u ridge pole of & female semi-
nary, a5 u lonesum bachelor, jeered at by
the virginity of the land.

——
Involuntary Suiclde.

\ gentleman was recently Jound dead
4 A 1o his bed at o hotel in New York
City with a hole through his body, made
by a pistol ball ; the civeumstances , po-
sition of the hml_\" cte., goiug to show
that the man shot himself” while udleap,
and therelore unconscious of what he was
doing. The body. it appears, was care-
fully covered up 1o the chin, proving that
the pistol must have been fired under the
sheets, aud also from the left hand. No
possible cause for the suicide—if snch it
wis-—could be assigned; and it is sup-
posed he wax under the inflaence of a
vivid dream.  In support of this theory,
n New York paper mentioned an instance
where o gentleman cuwe very wear kill-
ing hiz wile one night through u dream
in which he saw himself’ in the act of
shooting a burglar.  He awoke just as he
was about to pull the trigeer, and, to his
horror, found himsell' standing hy the
side of the bed, with the weapon eocked
in his hand, leve'led st the hend of his
wife. Had he killed her, but few persons
would have believed (he iruth of his
protestations of innocence of murder.
Instances similur to this are not. we be-
lieve, without oceasional mention in the
anpuls of erime. nor yor eutirely nnknown
to jurisprudence, :

-

Doing aer Duty,

During the war, says the Boston imes,
there was a litde givl, and she always felt
“like ghe was in Uregovy,” beeause she
lived there. Writing to u Northern
friend one day, she vemavked that there
was o wounded Yauk ot their house. ond
that she was going to * izen him. Wri-
ting ugaiv, she suid that there were gouth-
ern givls everlasting * woing” for these
:'Ill\'-t'n.'lfl"ll \'llllL-"'. :'il[ rlll‘ Tor one wnuld
never be Csubjoguted,” anc she would
never :-=|n_-.nl.' to themy no wore.  Another
leiter suid that the wounded Yank who
wus stopping at ler house. wus getting
along fively, and she hifed to kill him,
but she knew her daty,  There were sev-
cral Jocters ofter that, and the list one
concluded :  + li.\' the waoy. dear, that
wounded Yank wonts fo warey we, and 1
have finally determined to let him do so,
and pigen him afterward. 1 think I kvow
wy duty.” She certuinly did for she and the
unhappy Yank shortly after started one
of the best families in Vermant.

i st
ga The only porsons who really enjoy
bad health is the docuors,




