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CAUGHT IN HIS OWN TRAP,

BY WALTER HERNH.

19 \\TELL, a nice situation this, for

' n young man! Twenty-three
years old to-day, and a nice birthday pres-
ent T've got ! Leave of absenco from Mr.
Blake's store for an indefinite period ; its
not my fault, that’'s one comfort, its My,
Blake's, for having a son, and that son's
fault for being expolled from college, and
forcing his father to take him into hisstore
at once, in order to keep Lhim under lisown
eye. 5o liere I am, with nothing to do, no
expeotations, fifty dollays cash capital, my
bonrd bill forbunately paid a week in ad-
vance,—and—a new suit of clothes to be
paid for. The man will be hore to-night,
by appointment. I meant to pay him, but
as his bill would leave me with only twenty
dollars, T'Il hate to break my word, but I
ean't help it. When I promised, I Lad a
salary of fifteen hundred a year, enongh for
a quiet fellow like me, and now—! But
heigh-ho! Hal Chester, ““never despair,”
that's what your father used to tell you,
and don't you forget it now, just becauso
you'reina fog. It will clear off soon,”
Hal Chester, as his numerous friends loved
to call the honest, genial fellow, having
come to this philosophical conolusion,
ceasedl to pace his little room, and throwing
himsell upon the sofa, gazed thoughtfully
into the grate, as though he expected to
find in the dancing flames, o solution of all
Lis diffieulties.

If such was his ohject, he was not very
suceessfuly, judging from the exclamation
that snddenly rose to his lips.

" “Yeu Lamin a fix! No sitoation, no
money to speak of, and a bill to pay! and
that's not the worst of it after all! I'm in
love too. By Jove ! n nice fellow you are
to pop the question. What! would you
ake that darling little May from her rich
father's home, and bring her to gours?
Yours? why, you have none, and no money
to buy one ¢ither. No, no, Hal, have pa-
tience ; little May loves you, and will wait
till you can gain her father's consent, which
will not be until you can support her ; so
go to work. Be up and doing.” A few mo-
ments more, and the yonng man was act-
ing upon his own advice, ho was up and
doing, With Mr, Blake's letter of recom-
mendation in his pocket, he ontered store
after store, office after office, -

Evening came, and he returmed to his
lodgings, feeling jaded, weary, aud well-
nigh disheartened, for all his effoits had
been in vain,  ““So no one wants a clerk,”
ho muttered, “well T must do something.
To-morrow I'll try for a driver's or porter's
situntion, anything, so its honest,” The
ten bell rang, and he went down to the table,
Contrary to his usual enstom, he returned
to his own room after the meal was conclu-
ded, instead of adjourning to the parlor
with the vest of the boarders,

Removed  from observation, he again
threw himself upon the sofys, thought pro-
foundly for ten minutes, and then,—drop-
ped off into a light slumber, in which
dreaims of his gontle May *filled his heart
with joy.!

From this blissful state he was aroused
by & knocking at his room door, and still
but half-awake to the realities around him,
he admitted his visitor.

“Well, sir,” said (he Intter, smiling
blandly, “T've brought my little bill, as
you told me, not that I'm in a hurry for if,
but you sce I always come when I am
told.”

“To tell you the truth, Badger,” said the
young man, the color mounting to his cheeks,

| for he was not up to “putting oft*’ a creditor.
{ %To tell you the truth, T wish I had not
| told you. T canonly pay you ten dollars
on your bill just now. I have lost my situ-
ation since I saw you, and must husband
my little stock until—" Iis explanation
was suddenly interupted. Tho tradesman
to whom he spoke, had never before sup-
plied im with clothing, and experience
having taught himthat young men general-
ly, are more liberal in promise than in per-
formance, he broke angrily in—

“Until, until! that's what you young
| fellows always say ! I might have known
| better than to trust you, hut 1 thought yon
had an honest face,—the more fool 11"

“Come, my good fellow," said  Hal, qui-
etly, “no more of that, or I shall have to
put you out of that door, guicker than yon
came in.  Here are ten dollars ; the rest 1
will pay yon as soon as I can spare it."

“ And that'll be never,”” muttered the
man, and pausing with his hand on the
door knob, he added, “Tf you don’t pay me
in full in two weeks, I'll have you in court
for it, that's all."

“There’s an insolent fellow for you !"' ex.
clnimed Chester, as his visitor disappear-
ed. “Butl can’t blame him. I've no
doubt he has been cheated many a time, by
youngsters like me."

Eamly on the following moming, the
young man started forth to visit an old
friend of his father's, with whose family
(eonsisting of ene daughter), he himself had
been on terms of intimacy from childhood.

Mr. Grabam was & wealthy merchant, a
good-natured, whole-souled man, who dea-
ly loved a joke,—so dearly indeed, that it
mattored not to him, even though the laugh
ware ot his own expense,—he joined in it
at heartily as another. Being the man he
was, we cannot wonder that IIal Chester
should bend his steps towards his office,
for advice,—ecven had there existed no oth-
er attraction to deaw him there, but—(let
it in your enr, reader), Mr. Graham was
May's fathoer,

That young Chester vegarded lLim with
esteem, ns his late father's friend, My,
Chralinm well know ;—that there was yet a
more potent reason for such a feeling, he
did not suspect, The good old gentleman
suffered under tho proverbial blindness of
parents, else the strong affection that
united his only ohild, and the penniless
young man,—could not have escaped his
observation.

He gave IMal Chester a cordinl greot-
ing, us he entered his office, and the lat-
tor at once Inid before him the state of his
affairs,

1 wish I could give you na clerkship,
myself;'” said Mr, Graham, as the young
man concluded. ““I certninly would if 1
had the shadow of an excuse for dismissing
any one of those 1 already have. But 1
have not.”

1 would not have you dosuch a thing
Mr. Graham, Al Iask is that you will
use your influence among  your friends. 1
mugt get employment of some kind very
soon."

“Well, I'Il help you to the full extent of
my ability, But if you want my advice, it
is this, Hal Chester,—you are a nice young
man,—handsomo and have bLrains il you
hayve not money,
marrying a fortune?
heiress, man, make a bold push and yon
are bound to win,”’

Mr. Graham thrvew himself back in his
chair and laughed, while the young man
watched him eagerly, with a ourious ex-
pression on lus face,

“What, sir 1" he exclaimed, * would you
advise me to do such o thing ? Run off with
o young Indy without her father's consent 9’

“Ha!lha! why, of course I would !

menns to help you earry hor off to the min.
ister.”

“Well, but,” said Chester, the curious
expression deepening on lis face, while he
affected to laugh,—*Let us suppose the
young lady found, and that she is ready to

e

run off with me,—what would be the after
consequences ? what would her father say
to us ? Think you, sir, would any man for-
give a penniless young man for marrying
his hieiress,—clandestinely 2"

“Why, of course he would! People
alwanys got resigned to what they cannot
help. T know that from experience. It
would be the best stroke of fortune that
ever chanced you, my boy, just such an op-
portunity as this.

The young man looked down in profound
thought, and after a moment's hesitation,
said

“Well, sir, since you think such a
chance to betrer my fortunes should not be
neglected, I will try what I can do. In
truth, siv, T have a lady in view, and if
onee assured of her father’s forgiveness, 1
beliove 1 should have little difficulty in per-
suading her to take n drive to the minister's
with me, If I can get Aer consent, sir, will
you use all your influence with Aim, for he
will be disappointed, I fear. He intends
his danghtor to marry a rich man; you
know him, personally, sir,"

“Haldo1? who is he?"

“Ie is a merchant, that is all Tecan tell
you at present ; remember that I have no
right to botray the lady,’

“Your'e right,”” exclaimed My, Graham.
““ And I can tell you this much : whoever
he is, he ought to be proud of having you
for a son-in-law. Just go ahead and win.
I'll Lielp you ; you shall go off in my car-
riage and after it is done, I'll soothe the old
father, and I promise that he willtake yon
into his business before many months are
over ;—clse more fool he. To! ho! what
n glorious joke it will be ! Faith, my boy,
I'd help you, if only for the sake of the fun,
let alone your own."!

Had not My Graham Dbeen so much
tickled at the iden of the joke he hoped
Iie would be able to play on some one,—he
must surely have been startled, at the
strange look that flashed from Hal Ches-
ter's eyes, The young man was no dissem-
bler, and had his old friend been at all sus-
picious of the true state of affairs, he must
have betrayed himsolfl.

Dreading lest he should do so, Chaster
now bid the merchant adien, the latter
calling after him—*Don’t forget to come
to me if you succeed, I want to have a hand
in the joke. Aund hark, ye my boy, if you
“do the deed in a week, I'll pay your fai-
lor's bill,™”

The young man did not at once return to
his boarding house ; his thoughts were in
too great a tumult to permit him to settle
down anywhere. And no wonder,

Here was an opportunity given him, of

| making the girl he loved his ewon,—and

What's to prevent your |
Run off with some |

If
only you ean get the chance, that's all ! Do | be angry st flvst, but I know bLim well.
you find the lady, my boy, and I'll find | After his burst of astonishment is over, il

that too, with her father's knowledge and
assistance !

True, Mr, Graham did not know that it
was his own daughter of whom Chester
else, doubtless, his advice would
have been different.

It was this point upon which all Chester's
doubts were now centered. He was sorely
troubled as to whether it would be honor-
able to take advantage of the counsel so un-
wittingly given.

spoke,

Ile resolved to leave it all to May Gro-
ham, and he was soon seated at her side,
As nearly as poesible, he related the in.
terview botween her father and himself,
giving their conversation word for word.
When he bad concluded, thore was some
moments silence, aud then May spoke, the
color coming and golng in her fair cheoks.
0 Hal, 1 think we ought to net upon our
father's advice. It may seem an unmaid-
enly thing for me to say it, but 1 can see
our way clear if we use the opportunity he
has so unconsciously offered us, He will

you manage well, he will enjoy the joke,
you know he will do, or stand anything for
the sake of a *good joke,’ even though it is
ut his own expense."’

“Then your advice is—?'" and Hal Ches-
ter bent o loving gaze upon the fair gil

' hands with delight.

beside him ; the color mounted to her cheek, \ prise to speak, ** How is this? Has your

as she said, laughingly,—* Yes it is.”

Never mind what the young man did
then, gentle reader,—it is mneither your
gongern or mine,

All was arranged Dbebween them, and
when Chester again entered his little room,
it was with a lighter heart than he had po-
sessed for many a long day.

The next morning he repnired o Mr.
Graham’s, and informed him of the success
of his project. Thav gentleman rubbed his
“ My earriage shall be
at your door, then, at the time you ap-
point, seven o'clock, you say?—all right;
but when am I to see the lady, ¢h, Ches-
ter ¢!’

# 1 hope very soon, sir,"" was tho slowly
spoken reply, for Hal did pot feel comfort-
able'in the part he was playing toward the
kind old gentleman,

“Where do you go alter the cexromony '
Away from the city ?"

“No, sir, I think not. To tell the truth,
I do not feel quite satisfied about what 1
amto do? 15 it vight?—what will her
father think of me ?"'

“# Think of you? IIe ought to be proud
to have such o spunky daughter and son-
inlaw, Your'e sure he would'nt let you
marry her?"

“Yes, sir, I'm sure.  Although I never
asked him, I know he expects her to marry
some one who is rich,—and that would
break her heart and mine,™

“Then push ahead, boy! *‘Hearts be-
fore purses,’ that's what 1 say, and I'm g
practical man, too."”

“You really think I would do right, then
—to secure the lady without her father's
congent

“Yes, 1 really do. But you have not
told me yet, where you ave going first.”

“Tdo not know certainly yet, siv. 1
want her father to know it as soonas possi-
ble, and think of going to his house at
onee."”

“You're o trump, Chester,”’ exclaimed
My, Graham, clapping the young man on
the shoulder, * that's the vight conrse, do
that, and you'll have nothing to be asham-
edof! Well, good-bye.”

The shades of evening were falling up-
on the great city as a lady, heavily wveiled,
was ushered into the parlor of Hal Ches-
ter's boarding-house.

fBhe had not long to wait, in a moment
the latter gentleman joined her, and direct-
ly afterwards a carriage drove up to the
door,

Drawing the vell yet more closely around
Ler, that her father’s conchman might not
recognize her, May Graham entered the
vehicle, while Chester mounted the hox.

A short drive brought them to the house
of the minister, who with his wife and a

friend of Mall's stood ready to reccive |

them.

The ceremony was performed without
delay ; the solemn words pronounced,—
“Those whom God bath joined together,
let no man put asunder,”

The young couple did not tarry long at
the parsonage, for, although they were jus-
tified in the course they had taken, by Mr.
Graham's own words, there still lingered in
their hearvts an uneasiness that prompted
them to seek an interview with him at as
early an hour as possible.

The old gentleman was sitting alonoe in
his parlor.

“Very strange, this,” le muttered;
“May's gone out to tes without telling me
beforehand. Bhe don’t know what she's
missed. Ho! ho! what a glorious joke
Hal Chester is playing on some one now !
Yes, I came home early, to tell May, for
sho likes . joke as well as 1. 'Well, well,
she’ll be home before long, and then I'l
tell her. Who ean that be stopping at the
door 2"

It was too dark for him to recognize his
own carringe, and he was totally unpre-
pared when Ins young friend entered the
room, & lady clinging to his arm,

““Why, Hal,” exclaimed My, Graham,
when he had sufficiently mastered his sur-

|
I

father-in-law refused you admittance, that
you come to me "

#No, sir,"" said Hal, huskily, for he
dreaded the scene before him, ¢ No, sir,
but you have always been my good friend,
and I came to you, first of all. Let me
present to you, my wife, Mrs, Chester.”

Mr. Grabam bowed, and begged the la-
dy to bo seated, an invitation, with which
her inereasing agitation, rendered a hasty
compliance scarcely a matter of choice.—
Her husband stood at her side in & painful
uncertainty, how to announce to Mr. Gra-
ham the real state of affairs ?

“Well, sir, I have done as you advised
me. I have married this lady without her
father's knowledge ; do you still think me
right "

“To be sure. I do!
ses,” always."

Young Chester extended his hand to his
companion.

“Then you can forgive me,”" he said,
“Mr, Graham, let me onee more present to
gm: my wife, formerly Miss Mary Graham.

Tay, take off your veil.”

With uplifted bhands, and oyes wild with
amazement, Mr, Graham staggered back.

For several moments he stood thus, when
he burst out, ** Mr, Chester, siv! this is nice
conduct for an honorable man! No, no,
Mrs. Chestor, keep off, I don’t want your
arms around me—that's over and gone, A
dutiful daughter you are! What do you
mean by such conduoet, sir, I say 2"

May looked around at her husband and
nodded, and replied very quietly.

¢ 1 meant to follow your advice, sir. To
Somake a bolid push and win,' to ‘run of with
an heiress’ *'—

“Run off with an heiress, yes sir. 1 sce
your mofive,"” interrupted the old man, an-
grily ; “and what do you expect to gain by
it, sir? If you think you'll get o cent
from me, you're mistaken |"

1 think yow'll forgive us. “Peojile al-
ways got resigned to what they ean’t help, I
know that frem experience. "' “You see,
gir,"’ and Chester’s eyes twinkled,—*1
thought it “would be the best stroke of for-
tune that ever chanced me.! Besides, Mr.
Graham, I relied upon you for help to gain
my father-indaw's forgiveness. IRRemem-
ber you promised he ‘should lake me into
his business before many months are over,
¢lae the more fool he.! You promised fo aid
me, ‘if only for the sake of the joke, lel
alone my sake,” and then, too, I thought
that ‘Hearts before purses’ ™

! Hearts before pur-

“Stop, stop, that's enough! T ean't
stand-any more,” gasped the old gentle-
man, breaking out into a hearty laugh.

“T am eonguered, beaten by my own weap-
ons, my own words, I had better be re-
signed, ns I can't help myself. I can’t af-
ford to lose my daughter, T'd rather keep
her, even with the addition of an impu-
dent son., Oh!" here he broke forth iuto
another fit of merriment, ¢ But yon young
ones were sly foxes ! Well, well, this isthe
most glorious joke I ever heard.”— Weekly
Age.

———

0ld Relies,

When the new bridge was built, a year
or two ago, over the Thames, ut Blackfri-
ars, Loundon, they tried in vain to fiud the
foundation stone of thoe old structure, and
have at last succeeded, after digging forty
feot under the bed of the river, The con-
tents of the stones werve in an oak chest.
This bore a motal plate inscribed ns fol-
lows : .

On the last day of October, in the year
1760, in the beginning of a most auspiclous
riegn of George LI, Sir Thomos Chitty,
Kuight, the Lord Mayor, laid the first stone
of this bridge, undertaken by the Common
Couneil of London, in the height of anex-
tensive war,

The bridge for the public accommodation
and ornament of the eity, Hobert Mylne
being the architeot, and that there may
remain to prosperity a monwment of this
oity's affection for the man who, by the
strength of his genius, the steadiness of
his mind, and a kind of happy contagion of
his probity and spirit, under the divine fa-
vor and fortunate auspices of George the
Becond, recovered, augmented, and secured
the British empire in Asia, Afrien, and
America, and restored the ancient reputa-
tion and influence of his country amongst
the nations of Europe, the citizens of Lon-
don have unanimously voted this bridge to
}I:i ingeribed with the name of William

tt.

Beneath the stone were found a guinea,
a half-guines, a crown, a half-crown, a shil-
ling, two sixpences, 81 hall pence, and a
farthing. Tho stone and everything else at
present found have been removed to Spring
Gardens for safe keeping.




