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NiSlocum and the Census Taker.
I AP!RAPI R \l'. upon the door of |
AV our saoetum.  © Come in!” from |
the oecupant of the same, no other than
oursell. The rappict opened the duoor
and cotered.  Ile was a strapping fellow,
six feet two in hig booteand = big enonch
to eat us,” had the diet been to his mind |
and he felt so inclined ; and we are no
morsel,  He wag armed, our visitor was, |
with a huge port-folio, and an ink-hottle,
in lien of a red, red rose, adorned the
lapped of his cout. We lvoked iunto the
face of our visitor, and he looked into the |
face of the “other feller,” What he
thought of us we don't know; what we
thought of him he probably didn't care n

continental red. A grin, semi-sardonic
in character, parted his lips, the upper
of which a grizzled moustache adorned.

That grin we interpretod thus: —1've
got you dead to rights, young filler—
hived you—yon can't escape.””  There
certainly was no escape for us, whatever
hiz mission, with lum between usand the

| of our birth."

#* Nary an auxillary."

“ What year was yon horn in==the day
of the month 7" ' .

“On the glorious ourth !
July, 1876."

“ Lie number one,” growlod the donble-
bass voice, and down went stratg i
mark in the eolomn headed *Lies”

“Hold ap!” we excluimed,  Allow
to correct that statecdt.  Any witness
on the stuud hoas that privilege We
were thinkine of oor t'rlllill.l"\"."l netial ||_|_’-'_
”Il_‘ ;llllli\'('l‘:"a-‘ty ol Willl‘h ir Hib
hand."

F FPourth of

a

s

cloge al

lul\. 18248, was
He made an X of the
straiche mark, aond 2.0, ¢ Exeusad ™

v Were _\'-lll 1) wn at home ’llT'l"l'I e
[ wean, were you l. irn in this couutry ur
in o foreign lund ¥

the day

LI}

or

“ No,sie.,” He looked up at us, as
mucl us to say, expliin.
“We first spw daylight on the raging
main,”’ we volunteeyed,
CWhere's that "' he askod, and addad,
“Tmon Dittle lomg in geography ™ We

door ; but we had o table, at  which we | !lj nght so too, snd that he was deficient
were seated, botween him and ourself, [ 10 poetry, also; so came down to  hawrd
whatever protection that would have | PO | )
afforded. = Atsea we wero born. UTpon the
With our eyes still fixed upon his '1]'-'!‘1!.:1“'] durk }.l!”r tulling sea, th wind
looked down upon us from their towering | blowing a gale from the wor' nor’ west,
height, we cjaculated, ©* Well, s&ir, your |
pleasure 7' thongh we had net the lock
of one hnun-l on & pleasure excursion, |
A voiee of double bass, that sounded

a8 though it came from
answered our query :
“1ve eome to take AL
'l'l‘li'r-'u]-uu he took a chair, k a sent {
at the tuble opposite us, took out & hand
kerchiel and wiped hig face, and tiok o
glasa of wat:r a pitcher of which soothing

the l‘a':_"lu:mi below

e census, '

tiw

beverage stood upon the tible. 1le was
right on the take. We liave no doubs
that he would have taken a :,[I:\:-h of old

him, which we did not do, for three good
reasons: In the first place, it didn't
cur to us to invite him; in the sceond

place, we had no old rys on hard ; in the

||III1] place, we wouldn't have invited |
him to take hold of it if we had had any, |
our hogpitality in that line not extending |
Lo entire strangers—at least not until an |
introduction has been gone through with. |

fecovering {rom the nqueous  indul-
genee, which must have wustonished lis |

|
rye, and a good still one, hind we invited ‘
oe-

stomach we were convinoed. he opened |
his portfolio, exposing a quantity of
blank {orms, ruled in ecolumns, at the |

head of each of which appeared printed |
matter, |

* 8o you are one of the census chaps, l

eh 7" we gueried.

The double-bass voice said,
proprietor hud taken a pen from ot
pocket, and uncorked his ink-bottle

“Yes ; and now let's got into the cen- |
sug business” |

CAIl right '

ineenge us,'”

after s

1ii:~'|

Go aliead ¢ bat ]rr.n‘clnu'l
we returned.  The joke was
logt,its frageance w asto d on the llu-e réair
The censaa-takor didn't perecive suid joke,
%0 intent was he upon
that i incense us.

the census, and
before I eom-
" giid the de ep-toned voica, *¢ that
if you refuse to answer any question this
blank culls fur, or il you lio to me, you do

“ Lot me sy Lo you
menee,

80 4t the rate of thirty dollars for each
vefusal and lie. 8o talk quick, 11.1!;;1& the
truth and shame the devil, unless you

bave more money thun you kuow what to
do with, and wikh to help extinguish the |
national debt by lyime." I
*Thirty dollurs a lie, eh? What al-
lowanco for speaking the truth 9 Any 77|
L1 \‘Il 4 [

* No drawhaeks, e¢h ?
way I8 this to enconruge

What sort of ¢
truth-telling ¥—
Slap goes down thirty dollars agninst us
if we lie u little from delicacy, but not
one ¢ent to our credit for the many truths l
we may tell I This is crow lor us d.lul|
l.urk: y for Unele Samucl every time.” |
“ ¥ou must look at it in anbther light,

sir," gaid the hoarse- \-|L| od  census-t llu-r |
“Lying in this matter is « luxury. 1f
you see fit to indulge in it, pny for it

that's all. What's your name ?"’

“ Slokum,"” we replied, seeing that Te
wag bent upon comwencing the inter-
Yiew.

LU R ===

* We don't seait, we k it,” broke we
in upon him as he ]mu‘ucdcl.] letter by
letter with our cognomen in the column

headad, “ Names." Slokum with & k)"
we added, with heavy ewmphngis on
the k.

“Oh, k,eh? Kau—oris it o?" he
queried, looking up at us.

“You are correct; u is right,” we re-
turned.

“ What's the name you lead off with

81 for short; Silasin full,

“ Any al.u:el.ary pawmes

| :
Latl us

rhi' Wavaes ruannints monntains ]|| ghoevery

| thinge vlos ed, furle ]‘ the .~|1}1r |_\."__ e
to the wind, the couk’s wute washiod uyer-
1m=|i| "

Hu-:'i', that'll db,  No anatter atiout
the cook's mate, or sny other man.  How
old nre you? 1 lurgol i

5 'llllilfl\'---ru- the ot e 1']! ol .Tll].'.'.-I

Down it went—Nhe uot ap) wiring o
notice anything out of the W in the
reckoning,

*'I‘a-.-n]n!:nn:’ (), seaman—] illt."‘r'lli

"

Hel.

—horn nt
We wmade no olijeetions to Leing eluss-
e a8 dn old sty thoueh we couldu't
liow beine born at sei wade us o seatan
on the prineiple, wo suppose, tha,
have Loen a horse,
e Ij'l-'l..nt"].
"we roared out, und somewhat

so0

in n etuble, we shoul

» Baek or white 2
L \\"n;

sUViZe k‘_

“L Il!iliu I at us 1|l|-"' We adwmit
that we are nu: blonde, but o braneite of
the |]u>|u st d Ve still we pr Hess to be uf
the quulity known as the Cavession,—

The census taker appeared to bein doubt,

but ot length marked = W aeiinst our
nane.
f Marmed or otherwise,” was his next

|]IIE'~T'II-I|.
* Otherwise eonsideraiily,”
“ O batel or widower 2"
“ Not any.”
C. 1 louked up atb g,

weanswored

Bvidently he

| was puzaled.

“ Hlow's that 7 he queried, % What
are you ¢"

& Dhivoreed,” we returned.

S I’i\'-‘rl'l'l'llr eh 7"

*Yes, that's the fashion nowails 1y S,
yon l now 3 and one might as well be out
III the world as ont of l]u, {isliion,”" suid
we, laughing,

“ What was the little unplensantnoss 72"
he askel’ evidently interested 10 our mut-
rimonial affuivs.  We felt confideut he
wid getting beyond the vange o ues-

tions ullowed him by law to usk, und kuew
very well that it was nona of lis business
what the littte nuplensaniness” 18
he termed it 3 still wo didn't obhject tolot-
ting him know all abouot if' it would
amiuse him,

Wik,
il

¢ Ineo ympats thility of 1"1i:'[1| v, one 111

stance, wus the *litile unpleasantnes
suid we. “In another, meompati .r.]]l_\'
of tastes, ]I] the thivd instanep——-"

f Mhander ! three divorees 7' he que-
ried, breakine in upon ns,

“Three!l meyen, lllik!l:.. saund we e re
turn.

% Seg-yeeen-d-iovorees! whew ! hp ex-

dnimed, -]1"J|Tt\ astonished, we thoueht.
Plicing his elbows on tne table, he
his thumbs along Lis lower juw, aud thos
supporting his heud, looked at us with all
the eyes he had; by ‘which expression we
mean to convey the idea that he looked
thoroughly, gearchingly,
with his two eyes. At leigth ho said in
o voiee heayier, deceper, hoarser than
over; “ I helieve that statement to ha
d—d lie, sir.”

i \Ullr slzo l\rnln ota you, gir,”
calmly,

“ Do you meann to stand to
ment, gir?"” he asked.

“ What, that your sixe—""

¢ No, them seven divoroes.”

“ Yes sir.”

“Won't you take off u divoree?”

“Not a divorce,” wo said firmly, He
suid no more on the subject, but mude
four straight marks in the lie column.

% What ure you doing?” we asked,
anxiously,

¢ 11 nllow you three divorcesy.

intent)y.

i
" gald

we

that state-

-

Fourth of |

bid |
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|nm blowed if | -|l|uw seven,
wark down ns lies)”

l‘um. I
' he said lnrulu“\' ;

As we said belore, your size lll‘l!l{'f‘f-
you, vir,” guid we in a freezing manner.
{ “ What pursuit are you enguged in ?"
he grufily asked,

“ Toesmuch ng you put us down as «
seAmnn, We prosume we are engaved in
naniieal pursuits, otherwise we should
have said that we are in |r11l’réllil ol II:III-
| Prless, 1 e He

like all wortald, missing

C s, .
[ * 8o | did—geamen.

That was a queer
mistake on my part

What is your busi-

ness anyhow ¥ How does your income
cowe 7’
From our  chatonx on Esprngna

CWhat's them?”
rather perplexed,

inquired the . T,
st ey i|| "':ir.l.i.l'l.”
B hstle

5 in :‘*'-|| |i11, ch? ”'r\'&'
cactlos have you "“]"lllll""I
JoS e Iru\. are innumerable.

them daily

W v
{18

many

3y
ook this
roar-
“* Your custles ure oiis-
f;rnr"\'. Refusal to
Two marks went down

liere young fellor;
thing's been going on long enough "
ol out the . I
.|Ill“ I
-1 inlie /4

[ thes in the an-

SWer an

| syrminst us ot thirty dollurs a mark,
Aree yon the agent of the Slokum
[amily ¥ asked the ¢ T.

* Bolt

sl for the United States and

Cannda g also Kurope, Asia, Afrien, and
vitlnying places.”

How muny does the fumily consist
of, siy 2"
| COvne. You see the entive family.—
i (e o l :.rr |\\ :..~'|i|:n_'. |,|-||!. nl ||'||1| )
| ¢ brothers and sisters, fathers und
IIIH':.HI: ehi"

“ Bruthers and  sisters-in-law, lots of
em, we bud, sud soven mothorsin-law
but esenped them by divoree, and are
happy.”  Fowr marks—one hundred and
twe ity dollirs—went down poainst us in

(the e eolnomn. We attored no remon-
strance, but ot the O 1. take our census
[ 1 hig own way, satisfied that he would

dn =0 any Liw.

“Uot any horses, eattle, or live stoek
of auy kind #"'

EY s

two o

_is'u\'-‘ n ]i TWEETF,. A l’rl“.

. 218 e
Hves, 81X K168,

noram,
1 number
hves, and—well we believe that's about
all the live stock we possess.”
* What's the horse "
| “What horge?”
| - Didn't you just say you had a horse,

n deer,

sir "
“Yes, we said wo had a hawser—

h-n-w s-e-7.
o on, young feller, iff you think you
afford to pay for the amusewment,”
aid the C, I, @ =arkastie.”
Y ot wentioned a colt,
contipued.
“ Yos, and here itis,"
;n;: w swallsized Colt.
“H'm! Well, don't let it go off. 1
| know the pace of that breed of colts—
ity a killing How about that ram,
and the calves

oan
L believe,” le

we said, display-

e,

The ram is of the li}'-ll.'.’lll“('. airain,
l .'in-l I?:s' f'-".!M'?‘- -—hrl'l' 1']1!-_!,‘ nye, jul-—l 1;:-!.-w
| OUE Lm--‘*‘. “"r'n‘ are our l-i'i.-.” illlll we
ghowed him three pair of  Alexander
breed.  * As for the hairs, our head
at your gervice il you wish to count
them."”
“We'll lump them.
the doer ¥
“We decline to answer any
| tiong about Lier while she econtinnes
to reien in this bosom,

1=

But how about

und is so denr
ty us H
[ *She must be n reindeer.” said the
C. 1., with o hotese lnngh, Tt wag the
firgt joke he wos guilty ol But ay we |
put it pight into his mouth, he deserved

no credit therelor,

1 hove, young feller,” hie said stern-
II‘-'! ! |]H"-1.‘ yarns about your cattle, and |
live stock gencrally, are nut exactly lies,
they are evasions, and )\'i|1 |‘|(< ri::il';m|

ngainst you as deliberate lies, at thirty
Fi-r:i Ars o ft._' lll Yllllr l]'irlllj!ll' lj. ares \\-‘l“
cost you fifteen bundred dollurs only,
[ shall plage but fitky marks agaiust you
on account of thesa animals, You hove
abous one hundred and twentysfive -lies
charged to your aeconnt, thus fiur, and il
every hody dos only a twentieth part ns
as well, the nationsl debt will be lied out
ol' existenee, with o dollar or two to
lriI-:ll'l'.”

nus

[ At this moment we experienced a tre
[ mendous shoek, and heard a leavy fall
{and erash. Upon looking ubout us, we
| found ourself on the fluor mn‘rmmshnl by
[ 'water and the fit oents of piteher,
We had fallan miwp and dlL-rum.Ll all
this, nnd in eapsizing had earvied the
pitcher of watar down with. The piteh-
or wad a dead loss to us, but then, our

y i fines for lying were all settled at one foll

HWOOP.

Aropped on himsell’ ot the mention of |

| the recurving
{ the buek would be in a trap,

We build |

of’

({ues--

AN ADVENTURE WITH PIRATES.

ENEW 1 had wounded the deer:

for 1 could see its blood upon the
bushes throuzh which it had  rushed
after receiving the shot. I thought of
going buck for my horse hefore pursning
it. L hind left him tied to o free some
two or three hoodred yards back, the
lietter to nppre ach the ganie, While hes.
itating, I noticed clear sky through the
timber on three sides—right, left and in
[ front.  This could be cansed only by the
river, a8 the whole bottom:-lund wag cover-
ed with & thick cottonwood forest, It
must be a bend in the strenm, forming a
sort III.]’l'IIiTI‘oI],]'L with an sthmus of not
more than n hundred yards in width,
my position being about midway hetween
1 of’ the river, _lll |11j4 cuse
and eounld
not get back into the bottom-land without
pasging we within shot,  His only alter-

native would be to take to the wuter,
which he wmight do, or might not.  As it
was the broad Mississippt, he likely
[ would not; but, in any case, the horse
would be of no use there; and lnstily

relonding, I walked on.
| I had no 1]!”irllh_\‘ in I.|L‘in_;; np the trail
of the stricken animul. Under the shad-
ow of the moss-trellised trees, the soil was
damp, and the * wild congpicions—
the more so, that the antlered monareh of
the turest i"\h]i‘lil]}' hud bean laboring in
his Hlicht. Opece again 1 saw
| blood upon the pulmettos, brushed off
from Wis bleeding flunks,us he ran through
thiem,

glot”

rOuls

4 Agreed; two dollars

As | sud llli.--, | ]‘]!lll';l'il my h:mt] into
the ]llu'li[n’ ol my ]]I|l|!illl-,; cont, and drew
forth a fistfall of gold and silver coin’
as to secure them to the
showine I was able to ke P
AN -n"|n|1 wion

I saw that they were impationt,
wis determined to

s
by
of

gargain,
my part

and 1
os soselon of !'-!Iy
stug and his splendid antlers,
he |lrll'!':l.:rl:g'
*dug-out”—was paddled,
townrds the bank : and ns

gt
canoe—a well-shaped
stern  foremost
iI ;1fui-rll:tl'|:-"li

I noticed, in small |--'.?»':Frr:_f under the
name “ Naney.” Dy tiig 1 knew it waa
the * tender’ of the flutboat L had  geen

swoep down stream , which aceounted fos
th time,
this, but

its occupants being pressed as

I mude no remirk
gtepped in tiking o seut the
which was surrendered to me by liim
who had hitherto veenpied it 3 he soriml-

abinut

mn glern,

ling up eloser to the puddler at the
b,
Halfan hour, stranger” he  s=aid,
{ reminding me of the stipulated time.
“We've nereed to gi'e Ye that 1t we
are longer, we must ¢harge more. A dol-

1 soon reached the edze of the river,

| nnd there saw hig hoolmarks in the mwud
| thint .'z:l\'a‘l];t'l] the r—lll],l'tll'_': banlk. There
| wora no return tracks; therelore e hud
tuken to the river. It was the Missis-
sippi* as | have said, bnt not the main
stream, At a olunee, | saw it was a “ cut- |
Gl —a small, wooded island interposing

itsell’ betwean me and the great * Father

of" Wauters.,” |51-r\'r||||| doubt, the deer
hid swam ofl to the ii']..'l.!lll‘ theroe, 1!1111:!1-
ly beyonid doubt, as I supposed, to lic

down and die.

He was o splendid buek, with not  less
[ than a dozen * tines” wpon  his antlers.
I lad notieed this while drawing a bead
upon him, 1 wanted him for o trophy,
and was determined to have him.,  But
how ? the branch stream, though not
| over a hundred yards in - width, was
rapid turbulent current,  Stripped, |
could swim it, thongh not ecomivrmbly,
or carry 4 dry  gun-—certainly oot to
bring back with we the careass of a large
deer. The horns, perhaps 1 might.

Better the trophy than nothing,

I had halt made |||1 my mind to strip
and swim to the is'and \\l:n'i I bethought
me of o boat, though of a little hope of
there being uny

Along the river for miles there was no
habitation., I had hunted  there  hefore
and knew it,  or all this by a
involuntary inspiration, I glanced inter--
rogatively around, with my eycs
ine whatever of  water-surfuce
sizht.

Eort

RWeen
Was  in

There was a boat in sight, but it was o
flat, —a roy lap * broad-horn,” and,
conrse, unavailable fur wy purpose,
was fur out in the main-stream, beyond
the wooded ixlet, Wllil"ll il ]I'I‘]

}I:I.‘-?—'l"L

|

|

| - . * .

‘ just ranning o jotting puint below;

off

of'

of
It |

alrendy |
As | &t my eyes upon it, it wus |

:lllil \

as its erent steeringe oar disappeared from |

1y sivht, T conld make outon the stern
beneath, painted in rudely-shuped letters
the nume,
# Nanoy.
I Tha N.'In"\' could be of no use v me;
and av vnee dismissing her fronnmy mind,
I wan abont to commenon stripping, when

a canoe, shooting ronnd the upper end of

the islet, came vight down the eut-off,
Phers wore two men in it. They were
in their shirt-sleeves—red shirts, at that,
|:| good deal goiled and  faded Thoeir
foatures were shaded by broad-brimed
!\\'.ml hats, nlso the worse for wear. |
{ did not stop to sorutinize cither their
| dress oF features, buat at once hailed

them,
“ [ want to eross over to the island;

will you take me,"”
“ W hat d'ye want to cross thar for !
s 've wounded o deer—a fine buck.
| He hos swam there. lle dying
dead before this. I want to get him.
| The man who hondled the paddies,
[ eaused the stroke to be suspended.
| What will ye give”? was the interro-
: ;.;'sliulz, promptly put,
|

14 or

A dollar, 1 lt,]rhml

“ D—n yer dollur! say two and we'll
doit. Youe expeot us to lukedya baeck to
the bank after ya've pot yu'r don't ye?”

“Certainly.’

“That will take some time, an’ we
hain’t any to lose. Say two shiners, an’
we'll gi'e ye half an hour,”

| But wy gun that 1

| 1'('1.
| dolars & and the odd threo

L harvied consultation in whispers,

Iy for everyden minutes

AL riehie!™ 1 said,
wateh to mike note of

It was o gold ease
with the chain, at |
lars

After returning it to its fob, and
ing into the fuces of the two wen, 1
u little regretiul at

st of huvine

l.l.Lll:lf_:
the time.
repenter, worth,
east two hiundred dol=

out my,

lonk-

felt
baving shown ity as
of my
ted dollars |
silver

“I:'Illl’_ l:.i 1‘1:1“' ]-15{‘
ome three hund

=1l

) n—="
ricd

cir-
Tywor
rascally sets of fenturos 1 nover saw
Juxtaposition, it ~was diffieult
to suy which sot wus the more expressive
of true pewitentiney tvpe.  After all,
thought I, they are but Logtman—whom
it way pot be fair to judge ecither by
their looks or ‘ onern) _‘.li-l'l.--l‘,

I had vo time to veflect,  Inless
five minntes the canoe struck the shore
of the and T jumped to
look alter my deeron the tracks of which
I cawe, at the spot where we made  Jan-
ding.

Under the excitement of soon bring-
ing my hunt to a suceesslul  eonelusion
[ puid little heed to aught else, though
on parting from the canoe, I could not
help noticing that the two bostmun  held
while
one of them :-‘.l']uln'-l ashore after we, #ny-
ing he would go along, and it peed be,
assistanep

n and pieces,
Mmoo

and

than

ihlt'l, out

_:,:i\-' me

I made no objection, but kept on. my
whole thoughts oveupied in tracing the
stag,  The islet was not over three
in uxtent, covered with an
of pulmettoes. I kuew the
among them ; and I was not limg  diseoy -
(~1;il e the coveted antle ry vising  ahove
the fan- shapod fronds, th ir owner  lying

neres
undercrowt]

werearowth
deer must he

concealed beneath., on what would no
doubt have been his  deathbed, had no
one ever come near h i::i To Thasten ib
I raised my rvifle, und wking nim at his

heart which was still feebily i:\ ating, I fived.

There secemed to be two eracks simul-
tancously : but that might have been ¢aus-
el by the reeoil of iy cun, which appear-
ed to bust in wmy h]mi_\; | could not tell
then for,after pulling the trigger,I beeame
izensiblo.

When conseiousness returned, T found
wyself alone, lying alang  the ground—
with a torrible s wehing in the head,  Rais-
ing my hand to the spot, 1 felt an abiris-

ure #t thy back part ol wy skull, with
a picce of the sealp wissing,  On return-
g my hand belor Yy eyes, 1 waw iy

fingera were red I]l‘!ll'll with Ilmu]

My senses grudually prowing clearer,
| onzed around, and soon perceived that
[ wis lying amony the palmet-
e,

Stageering to my feet, 1
futrthier, and saw, at some distance, the
dend hnii}‘ of the deer. 1 remember hav-
ing fired the shot that must have killed it.
r-Ll!I!n-h'(--l have
burst in my hands—where was that? It
wis not there—either |m'|.‘ stock or bar-
And my watch, worth two hundred
hundred in
¢oin, I had carvied in my pnvhl't'f All
and along with them the two canoe-

alone,

looked still

Lo

gone,

men who had fervied me across to the
| i.H:.'III!l

For a time I felt perplexed; but uot
for long.  With my fusi-clearing con-
avibusness came the ecluircissement of all
that had transpived. 1 had heard two
erncks—one 1 knew tobe my own gun
—the other, T now conceived must have

been o pistol, whose bullet, intended to
pags throngh my brain, had u:lly glanced
off from tllc thickest pary of my ]}ml[.rlﬂl‘
skull, rendering me for the time ingensi-
ble, and to all appearance dead. This was
fortunate, elso a econd shot might have




