MY BROTHER'S WIFE,

HAD been in the employ of the Wa-

 tertown road ever sinee 1 was four-
toen, and 4t twenty-one wis running the
Whately locomotive attneled to the morn-
ing train between Springfield and Bing-
hamton.  The rebellion broke out soon |
after [ was prowoted to my present posi-
tion, which,thongh it was a lucrative one,
could not induee me to refuse the offer of
n first licutenant’s commission in  the
tenth regiment, which was being reeruit-
ed in our county. My brother, n ma-
chinest and older than myself, determin-
ed to aceompany me nnd aecordingly en-
listed in my company, though I afterward
obtained him the position as first ser- |
gonnt.  Well, I gave up my situation as
engineer and was soon in the land of ecot-
ton aad hoe-cake.  Our regiment was cn- |
samped near Fairfax for o long time, and
while there, my brother Dbecame smitten
with a dark-eyed damsel at whose abiding |
place he often tarried while on out-post
duty, He was a quiet gort of o fellow, |
my brother, and I knew nothing of what
was going on until he informed me one |
afternoon, that he was about fo marry,
and gave me un account of his courtship |
and the manner in which he had become
acquainted with his intended bride,

She was tall, davk and stately, one of |
whom he knew comparatively nothing,
and so I told him, but he smiled in lus
oalm determined way, and I knew how
useless wonld be any dissnading words of |
mine ; and o the marringe took place at
the residenco of the hride, only the fumi-
ly and wyself being present, the chaplain
of the regiment performing the ecoremo-
ny. Assoon as an opportunity offered,
she went to live with our futher and
mother at Northampton, My fathernever |
referved to hier in his letters to me; hut
I kvew from the tone of those received |
from my mother, that her new found
daughter was not all her heart could wish.
“Rhe is haughty and cold,” said one of|
the lettars, ¢ will not have my love though |
[ try so hard to make lier home happy.” |
When our term of service expired we
went home, my brother and T, fortunately
without a scrateh. I at once resumed
my old post on the Whately and began |
iy regular trips. 1 did not like my |
hrother’s wife us grew to know her, for
there was imperious air of reserve and
digdain about her that vepelled at once
any advances of friendshipon my part. |

One day, late in antump, I received n
fetter in an unknown lhand, from Boston,
stating simply that business of vast im- |
portance to myself’ nud mother necessita-
ted our immediate presence as the office
of Sharpe & Flint, attorneys in that city.
OF course we procended immediately to |
the “hub of the universe,” and found
the senior member of the legal firm alone
in his office,

The object of the summons was (uickly
made known., My unele Gilbert, an ee-
centrie old bachelor, hiad died, leaving to
us a vast wealth, but nothing for '111_‘.‘
Lrother, who had grievously offended him
in his boyhood ; ucodicil however, provi-
ded thot my share of the wealth should |
fall to him ut wy decease, which was cer-
ainly not likely to occur for gome time to
come, for L was strong, robust and hardy,
There was a slight feeling of pride in my
heart ns T made known onr good fortune |
ou our arrival home ; my mother was Un-
vle Gilbert’s only sister and I had been
his pet, in the days of my infaney. My
brother's wila betrayed not the slightest
emotion at the announcement of our snd- |
den rise to aflluence, but her husband falt |
it deeply and I scorctly determined to |
give him one hall’ of my poition as soon
us [ should possess it,

About a fortuight after my return frow |
Boston 1 was transferred to the ni_:.;ht ex-
press, a train which was run at  groat
speed and with few stops, L had given
notice to the company, that after the pres-
ent month I ghould no longer be at their |
gorvice, for I intended to live easier than
I hiad done ; I little knew of the danger
in store for me before the month should
pass away,  That very night as we pussed
a highway erossing near MHatfield, [ heard |
the sharp report of @ pistol, and 4 bullet |
erashed throngh the enb window, almost
grazing my head,  We were ruaning at
a lightning speed ands the spot was™ fir
behind before | fully realized what had |
happened.

Singularly enough, on the return trip
the tire of & driving wheel broke when
within a short distance of the place, and
while waiting for anothor loeomotive, for
which we had telegraphed, T took my lan-
tern in haud, and armed with o leavy
iron bar, proceeded to inspeot the vieinity
of the erossing. No one was visible or
within hearing, and T was abont to return
when my attention was attracted by some-
thing hanging to a bush by the roadside.

| head thrown buek defipntly.

| just received u striking
| tha Registrar-Genoral's report

@he Times, New Bloomfield, Pa.

My heart rose within me as I placed the
n]!jl&t't in my l'ml‘km., for 1 r(‘l"llL‘_:IliZI.fil it
as a fragment of a veil I had often seen
my brother's wife wear, and the startling
truth flashed upon me that she had fired
the ghot so nearly fatal to mo; her ob-
Jeet was plain enough, for at my death
her husband would inherit my portion of
Unele Gilbert's property. My first im-
pulse on arriving home was to ghow the
would be murderess the token of here
rruilt and wring a eonfession from her but
on the second thought I resolved to re-
main silent and wateh her movements
closely ; my duty called me away from

home all night, and the greater portion of

the diy was neeessarily devoted w sleep,
yet |_-,zr'r|t'1':|11_|,' munaged know of hey
whercenhouts,

A day or two after the attempted mur-
der she left the honse :-iﬂl-Il_'?l].\': no one

one knew or asked whither. I wasupusu- |

ally alert that night, aud when we near-
ed the Matfield crowing my neryes were
straiued to their utmost tension,  Noth-
ing unusual ocenrred ; as we rounded a
curve, the ficure of o woman, stooping
over the track, was shurply defined in the
head hight. Aswe came in sicht the
form beeame eroct and motionless, the
aring fulded seross the breast, and the
| shut off
the stenm and whistled for hrakes ; an in-
gtant luter wo rushed over the spot,

andd

the woman was a quivering mass bencath |

our wheels; ns soon as the teain eonld ba
stopped we went baek with a lautern and
gathered up the remaing of my brother's
wite. From the appearance ot the hody
gud it surroundings it wonld scem that
while endeavoring to pluce o slecper up-
on the track to throw us off, ¢he bad by
gome means wedged her foot tightly un-
der a rail, and there was held in
until we struck hor down,

My brother drew a long breath when
we had borne the body home. 1t seemed

it vi.:c,

to me likea sigh of velief, and 1 certainly |

breathed casicr when I gazed for the lust
time upon all that remained of *my
brother's wife.”

-—

Mr. Buckle's Law of Average.

The late Mr. Buckle, in hiz “Intro-
duetion to the History of' Civilization in
Fugland,” somewhat startled the world
by unnouncing a theory of average, which
he applied to all human actions; and from
which he argued that we micht fore cast
the future. 1t was luhih':.-n!-!|_\‘_ teaching
by statistics, In such a space of time
there woulld be #0  many forgeries,
sous, murders,  Not only this, but the
murderers woulld repeat themselves in the
manner of  their preperation ; just  the
same number would be by poison, by the
pistol, by the bludgeon, cte.  IF in any
three months of 1820 six gons had killed
their fathers, the like nmmber of enses
parricide, with a eertain inevepse for the
merensoe of papulation, would ocenr in the
e throe months of 1860, We  wore
under a luw seemingly beyond our con-
trol or recognition.

This extraordinaryitheory has seemingly
conflvmation in
of agei-
dents in the streets of London, For
many years past it has been observed that
for the first nincteen weeks of the year,

[ just T4 persons have been killed by being
] run over in the ].nhTiu: throuehfires.

It

waus therefore expeoted, from the unfuiling

lnw of average, that the same nuwmber
would be killed for the first ninetéen
wecks in 1869, On the Sth day of

May, after the 1_..1,,;,. of éivhteen weeks.
the number of futal accidents of this
kind should have been seventy, but i
fell four short of that number, Obwvi-
nu.-sl_\.', then, the luw of average miust fail
or the secidents for the weck ending the
15th of Muay must be double, Cariously

enough, for the seven duys, from the Sth |

to 15th, eizht persons were actually killed
instend of four, and thus thesaventy-four
victims demanded by the werciless ar-
ithmetie were fully made wp—38, V.
Lvening Post,

~ -—

B An instance i8 related of n pious
[rishman who was diseoverod hy a priest
reading the seriptures in a enbin to save
]u_u.r_}.lmn:m Cutholies, who were delizhted
with Hearing the precious truths of Gods's

Waord,  When the priest came in, he
Lusked him, in o most  dietutorial tone,
HHow dare’ you rend the Seriptures
to any of my flock?”" * Please your
reverence,” said the man, with the
readiness with which asn  Irishman is

always distingunished, “ I have got a search
warrent to do it,” * Produce it said
the priest.  “ I am snve that it cannot be
from the bishop, or from his holiness the
Pope.” ‘No,' snid the Seripture reader,

- |
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1 A Caso of Real Honesty.

ed Colliieigh, swwho hnd been  engzaged

as locomotive engineer on the Kistern
Railread, swant out to Cuba totake charge
of' the engine of o lurge sugar factory at
Unrdenas,  Belore leaving he remarked
to u friend that he mweant to purchuse n
lottery ticket as soon as he got to Havana
—a2 he bolieved those echomes wore fair
and honorable us o lottery conld be, be-
[ ing wnder the direc
Crovernmet,

nutrried man,

supervision of the
His friend s yonng, un-
handed him dollurs,
b T]JI"['\'., el e i ticket too.
11 L i jli-f. for lock, and ghall et the
ten spot down to prolit and logs”

Time possed on. Cobleich romained
a your in Coba, and then returned to the

States

ten
SV 2

il ranva locomotive tor six months
ISrie Road, alter which he
Uhio, he  remained
nearly four years,  During o the
voune mnn who had intrusted o Cobleily
the ten dollars ol
*‘lflin“l' il“ twio
o was a sailmaker Ir:{ teade,
and worked lied for the support of  lis
fumily

Ab length Colbleigh  came on th New
York, where, by chanee, lie met his ohl
uban l'?ii]ll"_\'ljl', who intormed  him, in
voursa of thut o prize
twenty thousund dollare, denwn Rve years
]l-':i'ni’:"‘. i't' H ‘—'Ijill li."!;i'l. ]1:14 never In L |
{'tli]]i"li, What was thoe
loioh obtained it, and then
and overhauled his trunk. and

ol b waent to

Columbius, wliore

#1151
3 UL

for o lottary tickst,

married, and heoome tha
childron.

conversation,

number ¥ Cob-

went  hone

AMmonge i

lot of old letters he found the two  lottery
|}

tie

over

ts which he  had bought in Havann
five yeurs botore—and one of them
was the ortunate nunber.

A fowdays aftor this, the young suil-
wiaker, in Doston, received a letter liom
the engineer, enelosing the lottery ticket,
anld giving directions for obtaining  the
mot The poor mechanie was thunder-

1.

struek, and wonld not  bolieve  that  his
friend had written  truly ; hut upon  en-
quiring  of  the Cuban  Consul, he
found that his elaim  was  goad, and in

time he obtained the twenty thonsand
dollars,  He tried to find Cobleigh, to
to wive him a purt of the money but
w,m]l] ot

A year more passed, and Cubleigh
visited Doston,  He was going to the
gold eountry where he was  engaged to
superintend the ruaning of engines for
quartz wining, Llis puy was to he ample,
50 he would not accept any part of’ his
friend’s lortuuae.

“PBut” urired  the sailamsker, © why
[ s not the money ns much yours as mine

Both tickets wera thgether.

A \'1.'...

Wis _\.-:nr.-i that deew the prize.
boueht them T selected mine first.  hen
I seleoted one for yom, from which I
nipped off a bit of the upper right hand
corner.  When I found the two  tickets,
[ after learning one of  them was entitled
to o pl.'i{.:?. | 1]';_-'-‘-.‘0:"-11 that the hippt"l
corner bore the fortunate number ! 8o,
coursze, the prize was yours."”

Thut is what we call® Inborn ITonesty,

- -
A Chicken Story.

Near Erie there livesa colored por-
gon the naome of James Brewast, whom
the eommunity by common consent have
dubbed Comuwodors Stowart. He
talented but eecentrie individual, and has
a weakness e chickens. Onone
ension being found mnear a poultry  yurd
under sugpieions eiretmstances, ho
interrovnted rather -}l'li‘||1_\; ll:,' the ownor

or the premises as followa -

13 4

-

“ Well, Jim, what are you doing hiere ¥'

SO, naffing pufling jess walkin roun,”

“Wha,t do you want with wy chick-
eng 1"

“ Nuffin ab nll, Twsa ouly a lookin
at em, dey looks so niee.”
I Thig answer was both conetlintory and
\‘l-llt'l!l.‘-z\l‘, :l.l-‘l wuu'l'l 1'.1|.'.'-.r l-lt'll CH
tory had it not heon for Jiw'shat.  This
wis i rither woen, solt {elt, o deal
too laroe  lor its  wearer's head, and it
seemed to huve o motion entively wnnsnal
in hat, and manifestly due to some  re-
markablt eause. It seewmed to eoutract
and expand and move of itself, and
clearly without Jim's volition. the
next inguiry was :—

“What ia the matter with your hat 7

“ My hat ? dat's an ole hat.  I'se fond
of dat hat,

“Well, take it off and let's look at it”

“qke off dis hat ! No,sah, I'd ketch
cold in my head, sartain, Always keep
my hat on,when I'm out doors."

And with that, Jim was about beating
| & hasty retreat when, at his first step,

L=

g:l..-l

. i
=0

‘it 18 from CGod ; and here it is John v:|a low © kluk, kluk, kluk,” was heard
| comingonly too clearly from the region of

39 ; ‘Bearch the Scriptures.”

rl-plim} Cobleighs #but it |
When T |

wias |

| his head-gear.

ont and ran hastily away,  Theair which
the culprit gazed alter 1t was o study for
p.linlvr. It expressed to pertection
wonder and pevplexity blended, hut not
w braee of guilt,  Slowly he spoke, us
thongh explaining the thing to himsell
and accounting  for 30 reamarkable an
tneidont.

" \I'l.l'“, irli.ﬂ ain't
eherl did gee,

i

de funnies ting 1
Why, dat dar chicken
must heve clum ap de leg of my  panta-
loons."”

Dild not Understand.

I gnee heard a pretty rood thing inthe
Sapreme  Judieinl Court nt DPartland,

Tho case was one of sovere assanlt

'.'.'l'll‘il
the firet officer of & Yankee barque, by
one ol the erew, which assuull ul.'n_“.l\'---t on
shore.  Judize 5. was upon the  benely
Il wos aoveiysmall man: very ueat in

dress, nnd very fhstidions; resting firmly
upon his judiedal dignity ;o Rrst class
luw and withal inelined  to be  sell-
suffivient and ernsty.  No  attorney al
the har ever vonthred to take liberties
Cwith Judee S,

Ll

The prineipal withnoess in the
CHOS0 WS un ol weather-beaten anilor,
nmed Miller, Now Jack was
ealled to testify agajnst his shipmate, a8
he hnd witnessod the assault, and had
interfored to torminateit ; bat ha was anx-
fous to tell ds Jittle  agninst his ¢hiam as
possible, and, farthermore, to soften down
fand exenso  what lie did tell s and  this
led lim to bea little r::u:illin_-_' in his
testimony,  The Judge had been making
notes with o peneil, and as Jack was
wanderving off into an  unnecessary ox-
planation, he lifted his head, and, evi-
dently forgeting fur the moment the ex-
act standing ol the witness, with his mind
partially upon his notes;, he testily ex-
t‘]iti”:l.‘il

prosent

.i:l{'i\'

“Come
tiim ! Don't wander o0,

The witness stopped and looked up at
the Judge wonderingly. He ropoeited
the ubstruse words to himsell’ ag nearly
as lie eould prononnee them and  then,
with cutnest gimplicity, asked—

“Yer honor what does them
mean ¢
[ Nevermind never wind,"returned the
judge, witha wave ol the hand.  **They
are techaical terms, nsed i law, nottor
men in your position to understand.”

Thore was o tittle in  the court-rogm
as poor Jaek tuined, rather erestfallen,
back to the exumining counsel,
the witness sought to  explain that lis
shipmate, when he made the assault, was
not himself.  Said he, half to the counsel,
and half to the jury—

“Mom was pooty hard an  for

He'd spliced the main-hrace, an’ doubled
the tub, an'tepped the  admirul
more' n—
I The little smooth  head of Judge 8.
bobbed up at this point.

words

Soon

“ Stop, witness; T don't comprehend.
What do yOiL meni Ly s doubling the
tub,” ‘tapping the admiral” and the

other equally ambignons expressions 7"

Juek's eyes snapped just a singla spark, |

and then Nis face was as ealm and sereéne
as the havk of an old gnarled onk,

4 Why, your honor,” he replied, with
patronizing respect und deference, * them's
technienl  terms, nwsed on  shiphoard,
which it aren't expected "at men in yer
honor's position would understand.”

Wiile his honor was subsiding, s titter
Lroka loose in the eourt-room, which
wonld have swelled tya roae if the
sheriff lud not steruly bitton his lips and
|lr'.u.”_',' cormmannded videp !

-
| What a Plano is Made O
The actunl materinls used ina  piano
|l'1.‘h‘ miy be worth :nf.alill;_’_. In every
instrument  there are sisteen kinds ol
[ ' woud, I::nun_:l_‘,': [r]m‘._ maple, spruce, c¢hor-
vy, walnut, whitewood, apple, basswood
and birel, all off which are indigenous,
und mahogany, ebony, holly, cedar, beech
and rosewood, from  Honduras, Ceylon,
Englaud, South America and Germany-
In this combination elasticity, strength,
plinbility, todghness, resonance, lightness,
durability and beanty sre individual
[ quulities, and the genernl result is  voice.
{ There algo used of the metals, iron, stel,
brass,  white-metal, gun-metal and lead.
i There arein the same instrument of seven
and o hall oetaves, when completed, 214
strings making a total length ot TR7  fuct
| of steel wire. Such a piano will weigh
from 900 to 1000 pounds, and will lust
with eonstant use (not abuse) fifteen or
twenty yeurs, The total manufacture of
pinnos in New York alone averages 10,
000 por annum,

"t , . |
This was fatal, and Jim |
. { war stopped and foread to remove his hat, |
| N TIHE your 1847, a young man nam-  when o plamp, fall grown ehicken jumped I

, witness—al rem, ad prodosi- |

it |

For The Bloomfirld Times,

JACKSONVILLE, LA Fob. 15, 1870.
Mr. Editor—I have been afloat again, This
the, T reached the land of flowers *The
Laly of America. Onmy way hither I
stopped at Femandia, a congiderable town
i osize. The geneenl appearines  of the
place indicates wn  enterprising and  go-
abieadittive people bt its location is irvegu-
Tay and operates matevinlly against its pros-
perity,  Eiorts are being made to connect
it with terra firma by moeans of o bridge.—
This place (Jacksonville) v situated on the
Bt Joling River—a e but sloggish steeam
i nok noar as beantiful as our Susguehin-
nd, Jupistn or Hudson,  Jacksonville con-
Lins dbout 5000 inhabitants, auld is cer-
tiinly loeated beautifully, but the charnet
of its bullidings

A

nmd streets are  decidedly

wonthern in appeasnes.  About one b
of the dahabiiants aro ooloved, most of
whom are indostrions,  Tho whites are o

mixbute of chivaley and pdventurers; with
a oo proportion of invalids e the
novtl,  Thoere 15 no doubt in my mind as
to the beuetits to e derived here by the
consumptives, from the mildness of the
wieathor, seems usceless, the strects are
fined on either side with live oaks coversd
with green folinge,  Inthe yarda amd g
tlens avo voses aml other flowers in bloom.
Groon pens ave common as woll as most of
our wrden yvegetables.  The ormnge troes
tnaded with golden frait. 1T saw one
with fowrteen fine oranges on it, one
. wmenring fourteen inches in elreumfor-
ence.  They are worth about as muel here
as apples are in Perry. The soil is sandy
boyond any 1 ever siw and wore it not for
e evidence ol vegetation, I would not be-
Heve thiat anything woulld grow lere, but
when 1 see enbbage and other vegetables
growing in mid winter as laxuviantly as wao
have there in mid summer, I nosk acknowl-
edge that this soil 8 productive,  The in-
hivbsilants here are generous and ready Lo
Litke in the stranger whoever he may he.—
Boarding is from twelve to twenty-tive dol-
lars  weels, aud is only tolerable inquality.
One of the peeuliarities is the colored pop-
ulation wallking about the streets, munching
sugar cane,  Almost every grocery is sup-
plied with a stock of sugar cane, which is
sold at o dime apicee about the size of o
Lrgre corn stalle, T am informed that ono
of these contain about three halll pints of
juice when properly grouwd.  Loziness ig
the only characteristie [ observe in the nn-
tives here. 1 deem them indolent heyond
any people T ever saw.  When I told them
of my impvession, they readily acknow]-
etlged its truth, but insistod that were 1 to
remain a fow yems, I wonld becomo as lazy
as they are.  All with whom [ come ineon-
| tnet express a hearty desire to have north-
ern men come among them, and they cer-
tainly seem kindly disposed toward such as

make their homoe among them, yeb there
| are here n class who have brought with

thiem the shrewdness of their native soil.—
New England has hey representatives here,
wlio are ready to make the most of thoso
[ who visit this remaote vegion. They talk
north or south to suit enstomers,  Most of
| this class are concerned in land  agenciea
amd are nob delicate a8 to how they
make their money. My next will probably
Lo from the interior of this State.

XX X.

— d—
Seene in Court.

The Judge of one of the New Orleans
municipal courts sat gloomy and grand on
hig beueh, elad in his ormine. The
prise neroecnpied  the doek, :|||I|:n'rnt1}'
meck and downeast.  She had & merry
[ twinkle in her eye however, that promised
mischief, and hud the magnate but  per-
ceived it, lie would haye been more care-
tul in Lis questions:

“1low many times are you coming
| up heve 1"

= What, yer honor?"

“ How many times are you coming be-
fore wie ¢ This is the third time the
present wee o

s Oh not yer honor!”

“ Didu't 1see you here yesterday ™

“ Why, no, yer honor, it wus Jast night
yer seed e, in the Jconcert saloom. It
was  bit of drink we had together, and
yer honor did talk  beautifully, and yeor
cunnin' Wilys and sauey jokes.  Aye, yar
honor's the man for the gals; yees ure
smat”

“Stop your tongue—yon can go !

“Phank yae, yer honor."

i The Ill":.“'llll’r went  ont—tha
blashed, and the andienee roared.
-
A Miniature Steam Engine.

The ill_;_'-'lunit_v ol tha American me-
chanie hus found an eeeentrie interpreter
in W. L Traften, of Manchester, N. L.,
who is making the smallest possible speci-
men of 4o engine. Ivery part of it is
consteneted out ol' o silver half-dollar.—
'I.i[i‘. }_lni!:-]‘ 1.1 to ‘lllld il.hn'lll. u:i.;_']lf (]I"#llri ol
water, but with fourdrops the engine ean
be worked sovernl minutes. When
finished, it is to be placed under o glass
ease three quarters of an inch in dinmeter,
and an ingh and one eighth in height.
| Some of the parts will be s0 tine and deli-
| cute thut they can not be made without
the use of a mugnilying-glass

-

g A Mizsouri gentlemnn corries about
with him a mementoof alost brother in
he shape of n eane eut from the tree ou
which that relutive was hanged for horse

Judge

stenling,




