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for a week o1 two before Christmas; and after it
vyas put in service they had a way of hauling it
roﬂ‘ the coals and sprlnkﬂng the log each night

chmsTMAs SUPPLEMENT. |
TRIPLE SHEET. after the seniors had gone to bed. Hence'the
| back-lo@ Ceased to be the mesbure of how long

Christias was to.last. . 7
Chﬂslm“¥ ¢« Iny conrse of time the Amcrlcan chkertons

[ got mixed up through intcr-marriage with some-
! body with a hdrd name, whose ancestors halled
! from the land of Luthier, and as they, also, were
l dovoted observers of Christmas, and belleved

Ongmal .Christmes - Tales, .
l.egends, Christmas . Pastimes and
Games,cbmlmaa Fare and Christ-

- Ttie hooked charlot stood

-~ Ashis liferfor flame -

mys Hymns, Carols and Ballads,
Christmas i in History, Christ-
‘mas in England and Christ- . - |
‘mas in Amerioa, Choice
- Reading forthe Christ-
- mas Season, ety
efo,. etp., : elo,
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No'war, or. bnwassonnd, UL
Was heard the world around:. -
The idle spear and shield wére hlgh up hnng,

- Unstalned with hostile tlood;:
The trumpet spake not to tﬁe armed throng,
And kings sat still with awfuleye,
A8 if they snrely knew thelr 50YIan Lord was by,

But peacofnl was the nl
WWherein the Prince of ht .
-~ Hisrelgn of‘ﬁesce upon the earth began _
. “The winds, wi onder whirt, . |
Smoothly the waters kist,
Whispering new joys to the mild ocenn,
" 'Who now hath quits forgot to rave
While birds of ‘calm slt broodlng on the charrhed
‘wWave.

‘The stars with deep nmnze,
Btand fixéd:in ateadfast gaze,’
Bending one way their preclous lnﬂncnce,

And will not take their ﬂig :
For all the> morning light,’ '
‘that often warn'd them tb,enoe,

dbldtheln go.

Or Lucifer,

- But 1n their glimmeriog orbs did glo
Until their Lord lil.msel?bespake,

IAlng thongdh m:; shady gloom

ven day her room
"l’hgllnn i} withheld his wonted speed,
And hid his head for- shame, -

The xé::-enlighten’d world no more should

He saw a gréater sun appear © ©
- Than l‘l,l: bright throne or buming axletree conld
ar,

hcrds on the lawn, o
int of dawp,
Bat slmp r chatting in s rustick row; -
Full lUttle; ight they then, ¢
That the mighty Pan

Tbes
Or é'er

Was kindly come to }fye with them below:

Perh:p]u thetr loves, or else their sheep,
that did thelrsily thongms 80 bnsy Loep,
When such muslek sweet 2
Th:alr hedris nn%yursrdtﬁgnroéeﬂ trook, .
never was by mo. 8
]A?n vin :{blndvo o
sWEr! je stringed no

As all their sounls in blluful mpture took
The air, such leasure loth to
With thonpssn: lloea stlll prolongs eaeh heav—

© .\ enly close/ ;

e

A e oF Siearas et |
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hat with long beams the elmmefnced nlght

'rng helmrgdegé:mblm
.A?&rg:&ndg rt?lPrlng mnks wlth wlngs dis~

mtng {n foud and solemn quire,
reselve notes, to eAVens new-born
‘ Snch musick, as 'tis sald,

Before was never 0, -
But when of ld the eons of mornlng sung,
While the Crester great
His constellations set, -
And the well-balanced world on hlnges hung;
And cast the dark foundations deep,
- And bid the welteripg waves thelr oozy clmnnel
B eep .

L

Ring ont, ye sml spheres,
Once bless our human ear.

If ye have power to touch our senscs so,
And let your silver chime
Move in melodions time;

And let the bass of Heaven's deep organ blow,
And, with your ninefold harmo
Make up full consort to° the sngmc symphony.
For, i snclx holy song
Enwrsp onr fancy:

Time will %back, and fetch t.he nge of gold
Al
‘Will sicken eoon and dle, ' ° :

And leprous 8in will melt from enr&hly rnonld
And iteclf will pass away, .
- And leave her doloronn mnslons to the peerlng

dsy. ;. :
Yea Tmth andJnsLloe then . : :
Will down return to men

Orb'd 1n a rainbow; aad, llke glorles wearing,

Mercy sit between, Gt ]

lﬁn celestial gheen]
mdlant feot the. ﬁuned clonds down

And Re;
Wlll open

gna at some . festival, :
wlde the  gates of her hlgh palaoe lmll.
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A llau-s;mnhh Leocal Goblin Story.
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Chrlshnas ¢ve, at W;ckerton,s. It was o.lso
~Christoas *6veelsewhete; - But-the- particular
" «Christmas eve:that we - have--te .do-with. wns at
the dwelling of' Mr. Godtiey Wickeften. -
The Wickertons yere always:proat: Cln-lstmns
observers.. “From time immemorial they had
kept the holiday, with spirit; In the old time; and
in the old land acroes the seas, hefore_ the more
adventurous of: them came* over ' hither hard
upoy the hoeld of William Penn, and_ sotiled in.
his'falr'towit dpon- the - Delaward;! they ' were
-atrict observers ol the great. hollday.' . Fori'all.
wo know, M&g & 'tontrary, there may have been
Lords of 9-r Abhpts . of Unresson among-
thé emgler chﬁerms. at:d posalbly t.hoy mey
have asalsted At Ohrlatmas revels in” the times 6f

_Henry VIILi'or Queen . Elizaboth, We. cannot |.

votichi-fo¥'this] tat 'we’ tan - safely affirm - that
never, 80 far ashlswry or tradition, discloses, did -
they neglect good_ cheer when the merry
seagon came round. Indeed;: they kept up-
Chrlstmast‘nllyss often as fhe law allowed, and |
-, they: .wemti at 1t esrly and stuck'to ‘it |

Iatg; never s taﬂinx 10.any, portion of the posfarm- |,

ance, from the gathering in of the mistlatog, and’
the'haialing homa of the great back-log,cloar suto’
Twelfth-night; when, with: wasgail;and. Tmalﬁh

cake they finished the festival gloriously. . There' | brin

isa tmdlﬂon on among the Wickertons, that if
rule § 3 . Christmas ; sho! id
ol-log 1o~ th

Ire- | thi
This ‘rile’ hdd" Aally to'be* :’f

ason (hat the sly young:

. nspirlng to the wearing of long ekirts or thinking

| wes

% the extremltles,by mesns of beeawax. Thers

;| between: 'hisitonth, and huge clouds of smoke

. Implicitly In Baint Nicholas as first and worthiest
on the saintly calendar, the Chrlstmas-observmz
propensities of the descendants of . the- blended
Duteh and English reses were intensified.

. But, a8 we before “vbserved, if. was Christmas
eve at the Wickertons, at'Mr. Godfrey  Wicker-
ton's, who by right of seniority and’ for some
considerations of convenienceé and general pro-
priety, was'co the head of the funlly, at
least to the'cxtent of having it dévolve sipom him'
to keep:up godil old custoina 'and . have the grést
Christian holidsy celebrated at:his: honse with
the accustomed family, gathering. .Oon. thls par-
Ucular Christmaseve Mr. Godfrey. Wickerton felt,
“patticularly happy and blessed. His lm.le prat-
tlers, and his older olive branches who ‘were just

of forcipg thé growth of the incipient mous:
tache, had listened m thc anmml readlng of Mr
Clcment’

*'Prvaa tho nl(ht be(on Chrlstmu. &,

and reﬂxed to their beds. Mrs, Godfrey Wicker-
ton had got through. with her acc ed you-
tine of domestic dutles and the pleasant work of |-
dctive preparation” for”the “holiday “had com- |
menced. “Willing hands make light’ work.”
Evergroens were speedily twined, presents were.
srrapged where they would meet the eyes of the
foved 6nes for whom they wére intended when
the dawn of the blessed day should appear, and
~-the thousand and one details of & Christmas eve
st the Wickertons, were at last arranged. |
However horrifying it may be to some- of our
rendcrs we are eonstrained to confess that it was
1 the invarlable habit of the Wickertons to have
iomethlng warm and comforting on Christmas
éve. Mr. Godfrey Wickerton, unwilling te de-
part in the glightest particular from established
¢ustom, brewed this “gomiething warm axnd com-
{forting,” and Mrs. Wickerton In her ** kerchief”
md snug in bed, soon after “settled her bmins for
s long wister'snap.” -

I To Mr. Godfrey chlmrton who llngered in
the :sitting-room, there ‘was: somethlng- almont
weird in the. Christmas prepsratlons by which he
was surrounded ; 3 somethifig that brought home
to his mind and heart the memory of many
Chrigtmases that had: sped away with the. .years
{hat ‘brought’ them, and that had gone forever,
Ieaving -nothing -but their, memories—-whe! er
sweet or bitter—behind them. He picked vp'a
romance of Le 8age’s and tried to divert his mind
by its grotesque pletnres and fancies; but the
memories of the past were too.strong Lo be-thus
easlly driven away, and closing the beok he re-
gigned himself to.reverie.. . He thought of the
old joyous days when the bsck-log was a reality
within his own experience ; of how Christ Chursh
bells hod chimed sweeter mislc to his ears on
éach succeeding Christmas eve than had ever
reached thesn, through dny other ghaniel gince
those days.” He thonght of hls lmpuclt
faith in Kriss-Kingle, ‘of his joy and wonder-
ment over toys and well-filled stockings;
be thought of the family dinners at Christmases
of yore, long, long before his gray locks had lost
thelr chestnut hue. He thought, too, of the loved
ones who, one by one, had"left’ vacant thelr
"places at the family Christinas tabls, and who
he hoped, and believed, had gone to realize those
priceless blesslngs that are typlﬂed ln the great

festival -

Whlch tothe cottage and the crown,
ddlm of ulyn.tlon down." :

. Mr, Godfrey Wickerton ‘thought,’ too of how
one Christmas time he had taken for “‘better or for
. worse” a mate whohiad been s genuine bless%
to him; he thought of other Christmases whe
new comers, with chirping vo'ces and bright,in-
necent faces, came to fill the plactd in the heart
and at table of those who had ceased to attend
family gatkerings on thisearth. He thought of
his struggles with fortune, for he had been some-
whst of -a soldier in the battle of life; he thotnght
gmtcfully of the share of success that had been .
aecorded him; he thought of disappointed hopes
and of unrealized ambitions, and of realizations |.
that had more than met his most sanguine aspird- |
tlons,nnd then he thought thathe heard a stmnge
gort of noise in:the chimney flue. & ' . .

+ It is sooth to say that among other thoughts in
which Mr.'Godfrey Wickerton had indulged, was
one 1o the effect. that it was . about time- he was’
golnx to bed ; -but the nojse in the chimney tem-

rarllytllspelled any such ides as that, and a8’
o fiue was a modern arrangement that fofbg:
dny examination’ from below, he wisely;c
cluded to walt quietly and see what would/go%
of the fast increasing racket: There/was X
plm, nothing but a most unpoeﬂcnl b ter,”

-thropgh which s mugl nably.well-fed miotise eohld
scarcely hav foreod himself, Greatly. mxx.wgcg-
. eérton’s astonialxment. s-foot, somathing 1iké
qon' ,wag first sqneazed through the bars; this wu
“followed by snothe foot, s head and a body fol-,
lpwed, find 2 qaeer littls figuve, straightening it-
ol upy:grew- with“marvellous rapidity !into a
xim ahont four feet- aix’ inches in height.- The.
wu a8 odd-looking a character as ever.

i His flat faco was ornamented with-a"
lbn olnl.ed rd. of Anowy whiteness, and his
g. o wi:“ twirled snd twlstTd t0 a polnt-at- !
was a glass, with a broad ‘ribbon attached to It
at the right eye of the stranger, andquth an odd
lnconslstency ho held the stump of u'dlay pipe

dross from ita bowl. The, oddity.wore a fuy cap |
with an ostrich plame stuck in 1t; a fur veat, and
pair of fur bmeche_s that ‘combined 6. cover +¢

rietor thought proper to-indnige lAIanghter,
ghlch hb~dul§ ho{» ;Aiwhits gatin cloak which
regckod to-his knees, and . which-was. well tar-,
nished. with: §oot; eomipleted the mke-np of the'
“strangély. asserted- visior. . It must -not be fore' \:
gotton to. state, however, that:his right foot.was
bandaged:as though; with, ‘the jzofit, and thad he:
carrled » cane in his bhand to aid s locomo:;:-

! Mr.. Wickerton rubbed his. eyos to sssure him-
self thzt' ‘o wis'wide 'awako’ and the manlien,
cocking his head with 8 .knawing look, returned
‘{hrough his eye-glass and with hmmt, t.lm mo
of the gastonished Wickerton.: ., e

- The rsﬂmt leﬁgth I:Il):hkel armod R
A | on Mr. '’ olag . Aamo ens Krlq
ng?:ﬂol; whataver your naine'may be—""

e;nplmhcaﬂy remarkod, and
bringing down 6f his caneupoik: t.lwﬂdor “God

i ifmy chkerwn,yougre mml"
i Mr mékerto ;

: Here'he, wa lnl“emgted by \}}e striuger, wbp,

St o ek

your eyes and the tlp of’ yonr nose- nnd mnklng o

cither be in your night-cap and in bed, or out of
doors and:looking “at " the fashtons Now ‘what'
do you say toa lark?™ '~ :

Godfrey Wickerton. stammered ont somethlng
about the pleastre a “lark™ would afford: him,
“but for - prevlons engngements, the lack of on
introduction to his visitor; Ko, &e o

“Gammor!? ejaculated the qneer Httle dwarf
““iAs for an introduction; I:know ‘who you dre,
and- a8 for myself, you can call me Mr. Nicholas
Asmodous, for want of a better name. Xow; tor.
your boots " and overcoat!": -~And ‘before-Mr,
Wickertoit could réalize the situation in which he
found himself, -he ‘was’ hurried éut of the house,
doors and door-fastenings seeming to melt :away
before him. Yn an instant aftér, he was histled
into & eleigh, In walting, dnd Mr. ‘Nicholss ‘As-
modeus; puttiog - whip to the. Horses, they flew
like the ‘wind over -the frozen. ground. . The:
drivervased : valce as well ‘as -hands. lnnrglng

rously - at them, calling them- promiscionsly
“Donder-aud - Blixen,” : with ' enotigh- 8panish
named to set up a Castilian princess at her.christ=
ening.~ Mr. ‘Wickerton was atunned and aston-
ished: at his rapid’ flight; ‘and .- his - surprise
wias by no” means Iéssened when he foiind that
the team 'and the sleigh were ‘mounting by de- .
grees from one eminenco fo another until they
stopped upon a roof, and ths gueer-old driver
stepping out, assisted Mr, Wickerton to land him-
self in & sort of balcony. -The astonished Wick-.
- erton gazed about him for some -time before.he-
~conld realize where he was.  Snow-covered roofs”
“were spread out for milés beneatti his ‘feet, long
linesiof glimmering lights were seen stretching
away into the!distance; while from below him came
ringing up through the clear wintry air the.
_ghouts of roystering blades and the ‘screams of
‘tin -horns.- - Mr.- Wickerton, - utterly -unable: to -
make out anything intalligible, from his observa-
tions of what was. to be secn below, cast his eyes
‘upward, and there, just above his hend, was 2
great round disc of glaring light.

. “By George! we are at the mearest: station to
the moon,” exclaimed the astonished crtizen

. YGodfrey Wickerton, I told you once before,
to-night, that you are an ass, andl rcpeat it.
Now listen!”

A clanging sound stmcL npon the ear of Mr.
chkerton, it was followed by another and
. another clanging sound. . When, the sounds
ceased, Mr. Wickerton eaid with & chapfallen’
air:*“This is the ‘State House steepls, and the
clock has just st.rnek eleven ‘1 guess 1 mnst be’
g ing ”

* “Not 80 fast, Mynheer Wickerton, remsrked
his guide. “Not so fast; Don Godfrey. We are
out for & lark yon know, and thel’nnhas scnrcely
yet commenced.”

: Mr. Wickerton wonld havo pledd tlmt ‘it was.
Christmas eve, and "that the morrow
would ke . a . busy: . day -  with
bim, and that " hs wanwd &: good -night's
regt, and that Mrs. ‘W, would be unéasy at his ab--
gense ; but his strange guide ‘sllenced him with
words and actsaore forciblé than polite.” “Noy, -

_ Don Wickerton,” sald; hp, *‘prepare {o be aston-
ished!” With tlme words he waved his éape in
the air, and- the - snowcovered rocts otoll the |
houses seemed gradually to” Tndlt” awny, leaving
" the interiors clear and distinct to the eyes of the
dmazed Mr. Wickerton; as weré the insldes of
those houses in Madrid: cléar and distinct, which
the Demon exhibited to'the chivalrous Don Cleo-
fns Leandro Pérez Zambullo. ™ -

* Mr. Wickerton cast his eyes over the ‘miles of
block,s of houses which had thus been thrown

open to his gaze. - Naturally eicugh ke looked
in the direction of his own home. All was quiet
and serene there; the household was wrapped
in sleep, and: his consclence smote him as he
gazed upon his . unsuspecting, sluinbering wife,
while her spouse was up in the State House'
ateeple for a “lark” with a very questionable
character. He would have again suggested the
propriety of golng home, but his guide again cut
him short. .

eI Mynheer,” he enld ‘erill look abonthlm

he will see_some gights. nnd scencs that are cal-
culated to instruct, astonish and amuse him.

Look at - those ' roystering blades, who
dre drinking . and ‘carousing almost at
our very feet. Thers. are. sons among
them who are bringing home a rich harvest of
* disappointment to: loving: hearts, and  husbands
and fathers who are wasting the substance that |
wives and little ones greatly*ﬁiéif Cast your
eyes to the westwdrd and-see. there withina
stone's throw of us thosa maguificentapartments,

all aglow with light and -resplendent with mir-
rors and fine furniture.. Look st the men who sit
aronnd the tables, nervously clatching at the
1, cards which thoy hold -in their ‘hands and who
trembllngly await the cast of ‘the.die which de-
cides whether they are utterly ruined or whether
/| “they are to still have mears left them to try an-
b other bout with fortune!”. . . |’

' Mr. Wickerton looked as he was deslrea todo
and he saw in those splendid dens many familiar
faces that were growing pale with unatiral and
nnwholeeoma excitement, as the players tottered

i

they were plucked-and swindled by the’ profda--
slonal harpies whom he hndeo often encohnmed

broadcloth and fine linen.. 'While he was gazing
; at this scene, and. musing: upon the folly and
wickedness of’ msnklnd ‘the: blg bell abovo his
“hesd tolled twelve, - -
uan'
cl aimed the s
1og; my-wifse"'-.. rom
| The goblin cut him ghert: witlr. #Don Godireg,
hnng your wife, and do not make an %85 of your-
self. Now,if Mynheer will have thegoddness to
“100k in’ the direction of the hotel:yonder "howill -
see & party of men sitting around -a table upon
which champagne bottled and  glasses are freely
sgamred. They dre politiciats. who made money
during the warby prstlnglot patriotism and then
eating govemment,sol ers and people through
oddy ang rascality. '.l’ho)r‘are plotting new vile
; 1snles, and they will probably be” leard ‘from "in
burg during the winter.”. ... .
“ Now," continued Mr. Nicholas, “look at that
! vqung swretch who is creeping-along’the.slde~
nalk towsnd Fifth etreet. Chat l:h a poor fotl‘loﬁ
who went-into the army throngh the promptings
of the wiost earnest pairlotism. He sacrificed
means-and kealth mmscansewhl‘ghhoupoued
and he Is' now seeking a lodging for the night in
the city lock-up. - Look s the filthy and noisome
hole, net it for:, a'dog tostay in, where he.must
spend the ‘night. -Ohampagne snd spring-beds
“for knsves .and cheats; a mouldy cmnt and a
hprd bo {to the warthy nnfortnnatm ! /Bnclx rlg
llf'nm queor llttla dwarf:ngw dlrocted the mn‘
of M Wickenﬁom 40 the thonund homes.

od citlzpn, “I.mlly must be go-

3|

Wickértons, whglloved *fn’ better than work,

had s way of- glvlng the back-log » good soaldng

n:z: be’ moping about hore om Christmas:

B ’i“m “agh} ~W‘*Wiml AW
QVO
gotting up pathon to the dnmge of the color: .i

“unsuccesafal | lrlotknndmeb
"Look." sald the manlken. wxmpnae, ook

duance of yonrsel'f gederally,” when you should |

forward’his fleet team,and -he shouted vocife- |

upon the brink of ruis; and he saw too, how 4

as they sauntered along Chestnut atreet, clad in | Wickerlon 1 Kave- beeri” callod' 'that - ofter |

‘enough to-night. He called me it her¢ in our’

%Mr Nlcholas“'Amodens" oxe |

nofit." "

4 P, ar—'wo

at 'theéé thousands of homes where loving Hands

are proparing new surprises for sleeplng inno-

' cents.” All these men and women whom you sce
af work upon-stockings and-Christidas trées are
my deputles. Itis a ljttle late for' them to be
abont thefr labior of- love; but-there Is no ‘lelp for

“Bince Ihave been attacked with this infer

nnl gout, I have hod to givé over active work,

and leave these stocklng-ﬁlllng expedltlons to be
performed by deputy,” )

- Just then the clock atruck one.
: LReally, "Mr. N, modeus,”
hapless Wicker| “th is somewhut too much
of & good thing. ¥ I declare, I must bld you
good night. Mrs., Wickeérton will—»

“4Onice more,” interposed Mr. Nicholas very’

eniphatically, “will you have the goodness to re-
fralif’ ffom ' making an ass of yourseli? Now,
Myshéér Godfrey, cast your eye over towards
the Sonthwest.”

. Mri Wickerton glanced in the dll'ectlon e!poken

of by the goblin, and which he more specifically-
"He saw thero’ a fou!

indicited with his cane.
uportthe surface of the fair city; = locallty
where vice plotted mischlef and sallled forth to
work it; where poverly was the 'rule; and. com-
fort the exception; not the ‘poverty tlmt suffers’
from the mere absence of an accustomed Imtnry,
but “*‘the'poverty of tugs and hinper.”
weéq no Christmad ini that blighted region.
Godfyey Wickerton's sense of Justico and hu-
msnity fevolted at the' sighit of a0 much misery
upon thie one hand, and of such vile scoundrelissy
npon the other hand "He ‘thought. soclety was

-at fault;- and - that if he: had the arrnnglng of
“things e wonld inshage theri diffrently, and he

was about proceeding to expatiate rather learned-
Iy and very earnestly upon the subject when his
half-Bpanish familiar cut him short by ssying
¢ Dou Godfrey, you are an a—.”

Two o’cLock! “By\ George, this won't 40,

-Mr.-Asmodeus--Nicholas!-- My wife will miss me;

my wife will be as mad as'a Mnrch hare; my wife
willr }
+ Now, Mynheer chkerton. do have the good-
ness not to act the donkoy.  Whatis the use of
golng for a lark unless yon make a lark of it ?”

Poor; Godfrey "Wickerton ! ‘Silenced but mot
convlneed, he had to yield to the snpsrlor
powers of his entértainer and tormentor.

“Now Don Godfrey, just look over into the
littld house in the poor -but roputable district
which Ues in that quarter.” Godfrey looked in
the direction Indicated by the stick of the  eccen-
tric gentleman with the white beard,.gnd al-
though almost all therest of the town was at
rest, ‘there sat o poor woman who lived by her
nwdle and who still plied "the “polished ~ little
shaft that was at once her bane and her support
Her health was: glving way “under * severe tofl,
but withont it she' muet starve.

i “She ia 8 widow and she hds an' aftieted: son,"
sald Mr. Nicholse..” *8he 1§ working late to get

. holiday toy for the poor cripple; she - will have

it for him before he wakes in the rnornlng, and T
willgenlzecmaltotlt S

! My Wickertdy again lnveighed against - the
world' ‘he Ahonght it s sbame, an Infamous
shame, that poor snd worthy women,: ‘who were

pablé of sucht noble sacrifices, should be'left to’
suffer ‘privation, hunger aud never- ending toul,
whlle unworthy womer, who ‘were not only ] in-

-enpsble of making any sacrifice stall, are fiot"

tent with: the ‘good thlnzs they. enjoy in
lnxnﬂons ~comfort. “Mr. Nicholas quietly ‘re- |
marked-that “it was that way all the world over,
snd that it had been so ever siiice ' the world be-
gan, and that theré would probably be no radical
chango 80 long as the world shall endure.” He |
was about to continue the theme, when the fron
bhammer fell upon the big bell above his head'and
announced three o'clock!

The emergency called for determlned action,
and Mr. Wickerton at once made up his mingd to
be cqual to the said emergency. With as much
force as be was capable of ‘giving ‘to his utter-
ances, while his teeth chattered like eastanets, he
commenced in laiguage more forcible than ole-
gant. ““Now, look here Mr. Nicholas Asmodeus,

| this thing s somewhat 'overdone, in fact it s

‘played ' out.* - I am going home, arnd it will
be the worse for dnybody Who ' attethpts to hin-
der iné. Mrs. Wickerton, if shd'knew of this sort
of thing, wotM feel greatly outraged, and with.
great justice tco. "Oh! you need not tell me that’
I, Godfrey Wickerton, am & jackass., Jackasses
kick sometimes, and I can kick upon occnslon,
and sufficient provocation. There, now, ‘eince I-
come to look over in thedirection’ of myown
house, I see that Mrs. Wickerton is about awak-

: Somehow or other, and by soms - process tlmt
We have naver yet been able:to understand or ex="
plnlp, Mr. Nicholas Asmodeus  molted gradually”
out of the way and outof sight asMrs.” Godfrey:|:
Wickerton:loomed up-lito ‘s ubstantial ‘reality;:
qlad In'a’ ‘white: nigiit-gown-'and ‘the orthodox |
Clu'lstmss ieve 'kerchief which-all ¥ight-minded|:
mammas gré expecwd to wear upon tlxelr l\eads
Dpon that occaslon,: : + b < Cuesvig

+ Mrs,- Wickerton,: wlth a'look of profonnd sur-
prise, broke silence by exclalming; in-a most em-
phatic - tone,: “Godtrey chkerton yon are
\n. as—!!" i
i “Cetne, Nlcholu Msmma—l—l—-mean;
Mr. Mnmrlecholns-—thst is, Mrs. Asmodeus” |
~Hhastily ond’ nther stupidly, interposed Mr.

own room and ‘then‘up in the’ sma Eouse
qweple, ind1 don’t wnnt ybu to' call pieHamea":

Wickerton
posmon‘otthlngs

““And, Godfity,”-she “ sald;

‘|Godfrey dear, 'did ‘Mr. snd Mrs. ‘Nicholas |-

| d

“Aslnodeus isay up ‘in the State ¥onse
pt Godfmy Wickerton wag'an astonish-
Asmodens d!d aay so

m." i

lng ma
e was nﬁo it rlght I
Mr. wickerwn began 10 seo llghi. ‘fA:wnlnh
inz' Oh Yool yes! 160’ you'
toniskiln; "but, btit, yon Wo’ wonld 'have boen
ton!nhédl{*)ﬁh sqen Isa tb- ht."
Mrs. ‘Wickerfon  res
m tha tmne oommon aqw
go ta sleep ll:fnchl;, here in. thsalmngrqom.
lnswsd of. going comfortably fo bed? And what.
do you, mean. i;y Yooking so_foollsh
ﬂD

btc;en eadl;t;’,. i "tsll. Yon'lraisve‘ gotqlq
D ol o Btick rqlxed r ¢
onsst 10 Keli io;aid betyoen wmr

and half-Spasiah ypghm mado a. Mh gadlo [ in

Bk :ﬁ‘,ﬁé"‘
Mnmm% Fhrlatiias. | 3

| Mr. Goilfrg bably
1o
s
‘obe at. um Wi

»

e

ks ) nono o tha worsd for

..... 'l” V{4 hm‘qp

Ry

thoy msdn . mosl gloﬁou dsy ‘o( 13}

ST

“[ men had tranipled upon lt ‘and’ defiled “it, but’

pnotested the '

‘There

1 ef light, which outlined from the darkness’the

" were decked with:cedar and lanrel and holly, with

- {horny-leaved holly, serving in the steap’ of tho

~depths to drag away the raisins.
 beén sung by the childrén.. More than one' fair

| plums hiad betn hung from the célling and aimed:
‘éning, and when she mlsses me, there wlll bo a’f

atarﬂlng excitement.”’

" the scramblers; and the Lord of ‘Misrule’ had

" manided: everyone -to forsake: wlsdom and give

-t -éom ohend; thb -

: qhaek ‘wore ita twin roeos

Y, ,,whgt X
duced | you |

and. falking |
sbont Mr..Njcholss Asmodeus; and |
'the State Houso, nteeple and gll -om of mposax,

S
ekt hed |
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JOHN GOUBMY’S DA()'GII’I‘EB._

A Chrlnlmas smry. ;
| BY CHARLES HEBER CI.ARl\. ‘ ) '

It was Chrlstmas Eve The enrth had Put’ on |
her purest robe of white, in honor of her coming -
Lord. 'In'the town- thé rude feet ‘of ‘irfeveront

away out beyond the long -rows of honses ity
stretched away over hedges and fences snd broad |
‘flelds, In unsullled whiteness. | Na'ure, undiss
turbed by man's profane totichi; had decked her- !
sclf in her most glorious npparel and, with- tho"
cunning afd of her hand-maidens, the wlnds, had
arranged it fantastically and beantifolly.  Whirl>'
ing and tossing in the keen north wind, the snow
eddied about In ‘wreatlis across ‘the level Iands,
piling up In huge drifts against the feﬁces,crdwn-_
ing the brown hedges with- whlte arlands, and
covering each ny twig and branch of - the'trees
with a rldge of inow, and o reproduclog it*in
white, that it seémed ae if each plant stood there
in the- wintry wealher, lnterlockrng bmnches
with the ghoet of itself. :

Here and ‘theré the bare earth: lay peerlng
through ita snowy clonk a8 if to keep watch upon'’
“the apuiversary -of ity one grent day..~ The snow’
. birds hopped about apon the frozen. crust, twit-
tering, and looking for their food; the great lazy
crows winged their way slowly along from field

to fleld, or stood' se..rchlng for the buried grains
"of -corn, forgotten at thelr summer's repnat, and
beyond the road which ran through the low’
marshes into the ancient town of Oldcastle, the
great river beat up with the ebbing and ﬂowlng
tide,upon the icy fringe which covered {tsshores,
Over all this landscape, upon.this Christmas gve,.
the starlight shone, and, perhaps, the radiance of
the very Eastern star, which, eighteen hundred
years before, in' that far off land'by thye Moditer: -
ranean, led the way to the. firat Chrlstmue sceno,
- was now faintly reflected from this snowy -bosom
of the plapet that hias heen hallowed by the com-
ing of a descended and incarnate God.

In'the town of Oldcastle the scene was different,
The lights glimmered from many & window, be-
yond which, there were happy households
making. merry with the ' kindly - observances
of the Christmas season, or preparing plesstires
for the lttle omnes; or, from the stores, which
were thronged “with customers pirchasing toys'
and candies for the stockings, hung with implicit
and childish’ confidence in the persondlity and
goodness of Kriss Klngle, by the efde of the ﬂre
plnce

i The Gonrlny maniion eontrlbnted its” shiare of
the general {llumination, for the. ‘shuttors ‘stood
wide open, and . fromn - each window came a flarg-

houses opposite, and made every brick; and every -
-twig upon the trees in front, peresptible. This"
famous old bouse was the wonder and admira.’
tion of all .the children of ‘the’town. They
verily believed It to be the lnrg'est and grsndes:
edifice in -the world, and ‘it- ‘was’ strange,  whee
they had wandered oﬂ‘ and grown into manhood
snd womanhood, and came back to thé old place,
how the great house eemed to have shrunk up
| into nothing more: than a very'ordinary edifice -
after all - But it was'thé greathonsesat Oldcs.stle,
and 15 greatiness waa completed by the goodness
4ud hospitality of its owxers, the Gonrlays; who
‘possessed moderats wealth, -but with It; that gen<
tleness - and - kindliness of demennor, without
Which riches are unblest and hateful in their ef-’
fect upon the possedsor. ‘
Upon this oceasion there was revelry and mer-
riment within its walls. Old Gourlay was o great
hand for keeping all the pleasant and ancient ob-'
servances of. the Christmas season, and upon this
night he had znl.hered beneath hls roof ‘a host of”
his friends, young and old; and'bade them enjoy
themaelves freely and" nnrestmlnedly The walls

its. buncheés ‘of searlet berrles, _while, -pendant
from- the chandelier, -wds another ‘bit of the |

Druidical mistletoe. Most of the Christmas sports
weig over. * *8napdragon " had been carried in
in' a flaming punch-bowl, and many: a delicate
white finger:had :boldly. plunged into'its flery
:The-carol had

lass standing, it may ‘be, inadvertently beneath
the holly, had been elyly kissed; the mummers
had robed, played sheir part, and ‘re-appesred in
thelr- Christian attire.  The paper-bag of sugars’

gt by the blindfolded children with' a cane, until
it had showered ita aweets upon the fioor: auildst: |

vnvedhlswnnd and been obeyed, when he ' ¢om-

f.hemselves up tofolly N LR RN
| Thie evening was half gone, and now they'vrere
iolmve eome Christmas' charades and ‘playsto’ |
ose the festivities. Mr. Gourlay hid-two prstty
§snghtors. Mary !might have been twontyithree |
rfour, o tall fine looking girl,iwith dark:brown: {'

l;ea.d, and fastened in'a almple Greclan Knot bé<:
d.. 'She was ot beautifal, but she had beaunti: 3}
brows eyes, through which'looked s parénhd: |
éenue soul; and by, which: one,could resd-a:¢hars
; deter.of the noblest, qnality, . She waraca)quiet |
; and pleasant emile npon her face, and.iwhile she
qnterod into all the pleasures.of: the ¢venlog with .
eartiness aud earnestness, she was mot: bolater-. |
up o demonsiyative, Her slater Katy, ber junlor
-tW0,0F threo Fears, was ol A different to
enf/and dlsposition, : She was o bea wlth
glowing: cheek,; melicions. and :mischisvous. |:
2 6ye8, and. hair: as darkipe night, She was
thysiastio in.everything, ahe did, snd her exur ,
an ant; spirite made hor s yalnable. scquisitionso |
gathoring where fup.and froliswern o bathe
qrdqr o! the.avening. ..But someliow: shadld not’
appear to be ap fall of ¥iyacity.this eveniog:. Her.
, and hor eyes spackled.,
with their-old light, but she partiolpated . in the
ts llst-leulmm} withoutapparent enjoyment;
d even bétrayeda nervouem;sa that excl(ed her
%‘aeat sistor's approhension. . . . :t dn;lr
Both of; these. girls. had . tl‘“l P °Fﬁ .
: Magy, Had, pledged ke ‘,"’ﬂl ‘Vip oar before da
iok Hﬂe;£ﬁho i) Koty's equal in yiyaclty ang
tion Richard was & wild ;oung,tqllow
0, and twenyss, Who, went. away, asny.
. the pure PregeRce of,
neqof disipation. ard vice, at, the,
,tlon of which. er pale cheek wonm
‘ whiter. nnthe ‘waa 8. reckle Tellow,
yid no parcelve the a os here cfl)ul'l‘!
mb aqmqndeq her, aud, wonll, nol hyve heon,
g Do ad, osch, maor 8,
fho. prdsonce

me
into |
(yery meo-
'P gropn

oﬁ iave. fal p!hlecom,

' n. Koty was 8

; eax,

a&%’?a"‘m:*ﬂ 2

YOUR PR T RNy
pasl ‘lo,n| ».be con K ]
e J;p,go W ‘y “But, there were maay.
-.coptest r. Her hand; who - :

‘eﬁ 1 other Wl

9 Do er.
o 8, To

~gouled  follow, brlmmln; {over with ‘love
"and Kindly . fedlng o

for Katy

3 ne to eotné Between ns, or to sepsralo ug.
oh

tesd it Hianded it to hey stlmr, andw
t‘nllon, bad ‘not_Tom Biripson gpng&t,,
aTHE., When Mr. Gonrlay ypallzed'

" of the paper, his face turned. Jashon palo,
contrqcted, and.
length. he an o8 e
‘o "!'riends, thijs ; 18 thie' 1

and with trembling. volce eald

1 .everybody bnt Lig rivnls, wham:be tﬁgﬂ‘ded ey

‘very ‘Impertinicnt fellows, mich' bettdr 'oud of B!
‘way than constnntly In it. Tom hadentored! -
‘Into the ‘gofnes “of " the' eveninp: with:hie

| :accustomed heattineds,: and had ‘watched iohres’

fully for every.o pportuniiy to get to Kuty's’asldv 1
:and whisper a word  or ) two «of’ goft :no
JInto:-hér ear, or.tokiss her:tinderthe- m{stlatoﬁ,f
{or to.endéavor to- rafse’: het spjrts -t - ghieles
‘usuallevel, for: her denpdndency\rgacm dpo
hlm, poor lellow, and~as: dhieweatéd  unhdppy,
50 he felt n vague and uhdéfinabld wretohcdness:
‘at hipheart: -But she was heedlesy of:his non- :
'senieethis: evening; ‘and secmed Toth::to i triffe
wath or to torment hér bevy of admirers;: oﬂo
‘do anythlng, 1n faet, ‘but:follow’: My.! Diek' Hile -
'about the raom 'with her eyes; ‘or :to get dntobm
icorer with:him’s whenevér: ®hé: had ‘s ‘chahcs:
Maty, I ani afrald Vas sadly neglected by Hert
,promlsedhusband thntnlghl. R S G
‘Well, the dramas’ were''to- commence. 'l’l:ro’1
cnrtain had been hung atross the upper-end of:
ithe room,” dnd:the candles placed in fronr ofity~?
behlnd paiteboard reflectors. - The comIpany ar-
ranged the chiairs and gofas so. that ‘they could -
face the stagd, and: in front -of. ‘all, snt'Mr hnd 7
{Mrs. -Gourlay, ‘a gray-haired couple, who - hnl
jcome pleasantly. through - 1ife together, snd who::

nowfonnd intensést enjoymeént In'the hnppfnm‘ SUUR S

-of thieir. children and thelr friends:- ‘Mary-and:
Katy, Tom Simpson and Dick Hale, with one o -
‘two others, were the histrionfe ‘artlsts  of :the -
evening, and a multitude : of rehearaals had‘de-
monstrated their ability ‘to perform thiéir rgspec-
tive parts creditably. The dvams wis ‘of-‘the *
good old kind. Katy was the fair malden, be-
loved of Richard ‘the Cavalier, who,ln slouch kst '
‘and feathér, with a circular closk over his shdtﬂ-i
-der, boots topped with loose folds: of buff; psper
“and guitar in hand, stands beneath the wlmlow
‘and serenndes her, much_ 1o the annoyaned ‘i

‘disgust of the heavy father (Mr. 'I'hompson),wlxo e

appears at- the side scenes .with ‘s blunder—’
buss " apd+-orders (e Cavaller "off
the premises; ° and - threatens : 'Katy's:
Duenna (Mary) - with - lnatnn‘ dismtesal 5 lt’
she does not exercise greater watehfulnégs ‘over
her charge. - As this does notseem possllile,’* the !
adamantine-hearted parent determsies to remove
Katy to a convent, ‘and for' this “phrpose thégr
proceed on foot over an lmnglnnry uronnmlh

dlnlng-room jnst a8 the Qo
nnder the arm with a sword e,and clasps the'
malden to his heatt, whlle Simphoh ‘i
qothér brig-".
ands, meantiwe; alarmed: at thé ‘dea¥y- of” sheir ¥
Jeader, dash through a recky Phaa into 'eéhtry,'“
while the heavy father, out éf" gmﬂmd &
sents to abandon the plan about thé gonventand-:
give bis. danghtertothe cav&ll’er. Wheretipon;, *

koneﬂinted parent, with teaifal eyesl givés w- 3
& father's blessing, and’ the- cnrtain goes do’“ }
pmid shouts of applause
¢ Then there was ‘ahn - intermisslon (ql‘-
t;lnntes ,'during which thé pént-up flcod 6f o=
taution in the audience poured fortl in'a"coase~
less stream, unifl the llnkllng bell annouhoed
rising of the curtaih;: e nbleatios
| Mary, as“Mrsuom“smnhe ¥ WOTK, falking
pl‘ the expected arrival of Har llnsbnnd‘(mck);j
with his niece (Katy}; who; further ot tofall
in love with, and, eventnally, ‘rry-* youug
#Wild Oats™ (Mr. Simpson)."” While' shefls talks
g; two figures steal down the' baqln stalmme, i
ut'through the long garden,whose sno g vgred
paths sre fringed with' boxwood, Bnd' eov
here and thgre with tangled: bnshes, ol ;hrongh
the garden gate, to. the stredt, where' there'ls
cutter slelgh, ‘{nto- ‘which" they ‘enter ‘and’ :
bwiftly over ‘the earth.” The ‘musfe:
{he bells rings out on the frosty alr, jis mmr,r! 2
in the parlor finishes hersoli.oquy.‘ It ts'downt #
in'the books, that the expected-hughard i’ !o
_enter at this jupettre, and dhe’ls toi'ush. i

S A

gmibrace. She pronounces her cue’ lqndly and "’
looks toward the door. - No one appoars. | Sl!p .
gmiles, and feels embarrassed, thlnkl h 14
pot been attentive. She walts o mom

ore, and motions to Tom Slmpson

e dilatory ones.  He 'stands thqre ) -,
wildered, and siguiifying by 'his’ gqstm‘ AL
f{nnnot diviiie the wheresbouts of ejthinr “Dick

aty. Mrs. Gotuirlay goes out o s " the
¢ause of the delay, and ascends t Kntys roont,
Everything is in dlsonder, and the cdstame of th o
play lies In & heap npbnthe ‘ldor.” Mra. Gonrlsy

catches sight of’ & 0to, npoh the dresslng cage,

4nd tears It open.” It rewda ths: o
| YDear Father and Mother. '

‘ t “I Have left you Ydtever Richard . F

¢, and ¢ I candiot love him' at. Lol

ary 1, Wehave goae away where thiere e
Par-
me for the pain I ounse you, nnd uk Mnr,y p

to h'y 16 forglve mé. i
‘ Your dlstraeted danghwr'“‘

drawnsmoothly back from her low whits fofe<:]! | Ku

qompletely etnnned then, obeyln

* pulee, she rushed down ptalrs, across uie Qt,
where Mary was sitting, and., %ﬂ

ground her’ nstonlshsd hnsbsn, pnm 1q
while katy’s xate fell to the Soor.” There

Instant ush;n the conversstioq.m,q, he, a
pany pressed. forward!n alarm to Jearn th ‘1 j Nad

f this slngnlnx' B
r's side in an insmnt.

g;epc,;

it

polglng o letter af

vl son

£0)
ishonor,’ Bhe has,ﬂown fror

Richard Halé, and hero,’ before you n\l
i her and, l‘:;lbgtrnj er, ‘and ‘¢all upon

Heaven 10 deal with him,
dealt With me, fn_stiiving to |

%d’ r?‘ ’ : !'
&h’ld wnlnwm‘”""l"m“" s At 't”;,b ‘
And zhe ,01d mng ﬂ hopt e
ut with the linesin face grow £
 Barder in, 2 mb«;mem;; pae, B . Bog as, M&z
apy slowly m W,Wn ‘ N
:Lmﬁ with taarfal cyas, Mrg. Gox.irlnyl ko p o

’ {**Please do not say: umhlng about thls

Pﬁ« NF“» Joam

having hreathéd | ipg g P

: L
h;ﬁuz"f 'of jenlo;sr apd .| mourniog, .. A
tape. and aggxe- | 1n hu
i whoM; Mﬁ‘gﬂw firat to one | withdrg oldm
6no of the mos: ardent |. ;llh.rx § down
m  Simpson,, B good, whale | W:

i"? “ " 'fv:' R :
lsnot bad, and we will tell Richard homnylnvo
Her if ghe loyea him. , May be.she Is onlyjes
 with, usanhq ,



