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Annual Report of the Sec;etarya of War.

® DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, CITY,
N:zeAmber 14, 1866.—Afr, President ;—Dis-
»andment of the volunteer forces in ser-
vice at the time the rebel armies surren-
dered; collecting the arms, ordpnance, and
military stores scattered over the vast the-
" atre of ~war; the saleand disposition of
mnserviceable material; storing in arsenals,
magszines, acd . depots that which
might be used; settling and adjust-
Jog war claims; recruiting and organizing
the regular army under the recent aot;’
"the establishment of posts and garrisons on
the frontier and in the Indian couatry:
testing the various improvements of breech-
loading small arms, and supplying them to
the army; practical experiments to deter-
mine the destructive power of projectiles
and the comparative reslsting qualities of
materials; completing seaboard defences
and providing them with armaments;plan-
ning and carrying on harbor and river im-
‘provements; these, with the administration
of the laws relating to refugees, freedmen,
and abandoned lands, have coastituted the
ehief operations of the War Department du-
ring the past year,
The entire number of volunteer troops to
“be mustered out was, on May Ist, 1365,
1,034,064, and my last anbual report re-
eounted the operation of disbanding this
forco until November 15, 1865, when
800,963 troops had been transported, mus-
tered out and paid, Thework was actively
eontinued after that date, and on January
20, 1866, 918,722 volunteers had been mus-
tered out;' February 15, 952,452; March 10,
867,887; May: 1, 986,782; June 30, 1,010,670;
November 1, 1,023,021—leaving in service
. 11,043 volunteers, white and colored, The
aggregate reduction of the colored troops
during the year has been 75,024, and at this
date one regimont of artillery and thirteen
of infantry, numbering abeut 10,000 officers
and enlisted men, remain in the service.
Commenced in May, 1865, the work dis-
eharging and returning to their homes
$1,034,064 volunteers would have been com-
pleted within three months but for the ne-
esssity Jof retaining in service part of that
force. Past experience shows that, should
any national emergency require a larger
force than is provided by the peace estab-
lishment, armies could be swiftly organized
to at least the full strength of a million men.
The reduction of the army hds been at
tended by a corresponding reduction of ma-
terial and retrenchment of expenditures,
The advanced depots of the quartermaster’s
department, which had been establisked as
bases of operations, have heen broken up;
the greater part of the material sold at ad-
vantageous rates or concentrated in five
Pprincipal depots and arsenals; and all unne-
cegsary employés dischurged. From May
1, 1865, to August 2, 1866, over 207,060 horses
and mules were sold for $15,269,075 54
About 4,400 barracks, hospitals, and
other_buildings have been sold during the
yeer for $447,873 14, The sale of irregular
and damaged clothing in store produced
during the fiscal year the sum of §902,770 45,
The fleet of 590 ocean transports in service
on July 1, 1865, at a daily expense of $32, 100,
was reduced before June 80, 1866, to 53
vessels, costing $3,000 per diem, and mest
of these have since been discharged—ocean
transportation being now almost entirely
conducted by established commereial: lines
of steamers. Of 262 vessels which had bean
employed in inland transportation at an ex-
pense of §3,193,533 28,none were remaining in
service on June 30, 1866; sales of river trans.
ports, steamers and barges during the year
are reported as amounting to $1,152 895 92,
The rates of wagon transportation in the
Indian country have also been reduced by
‘favorable contracts, The military rail-
roads, which were operated during the war’
at a total expenditure of 45,422,719 15, and
‘whichare officially reported to have reached
an extent of2,6301 miies, and to haye pos-
8essed 433 engines and 6,605 cars, have all
been transferred to companies or boards

of public works, upon condition of the i

adoption of loyal organizations of di-
rectors, Cash sales of railroad eguipment
to the, amount of £3,466,739 33 are re.
ported, and credit sales of $7,444,073 22;
upon the latter there have been paid, prinei-
pal and interest, 81,200,085 18; leaving due to

the United States, on June 30, 1866, princi- |

paland interest, $,570,074 05. The military
telegraph, which attained an extent of 15,-
389 milesof lines constructed dnain g the pe-
riod of hostilities, with a total expenditure of
£3,219,400 during the war, and §567,637 dur-
ing the last fiscal year, has been discontinu-
ed, the material sold and disposed of, and
the employes discharged, only a few con-
fidential operators being still retained for
cipher correspondence with coramanders 2
important d istricts,

Such subsi sterce stores as could not be
retained for supplying the rednced army
have for the most part been sold at satis-
factory prices,

The sale of unserviceable and surplas
stores pertaining to the signal corps has
been effected; most of the officers have been
mustered out; and theemployes digcharged.

All'the temporary ordnance depots estab-
lished during the war, with the exception
of that at Hilton Bead, where the work iz’
in progress but not completed, have been
discontinued, and thée supplies have been
gent to arsenals for storage, or, when not
worth the cost of transportation, have been
sold, The expenditures of arsenals have

- been
tions ited. . ]

General hospitals, hospital {ransports and
rajlroad trains, ambulance corps, and a
number of medical purveying depots have
been dispensed with, and all erishable
articles of medicines and hospita supplies,
in-excess of the requirements of a peace es-
tablishment. haye been disposed of by pub-
lic sale at advantageous rates, and the re-

served supplies concentrated at five depota. |
The proceeds of old or surplus medical and .

hospital property amount to §4,044,261 59,
But the sale and disposition of these large
- amounts of unserviceable and perishable
stores still leaveon hand anadequate supply
of war material to meet any emergency that
€an possibly arise. The stock of clothing,
€quipage, quartermaster, subsistence, hos-
pital and ordnance atores, arms, ammuni-
‘tion and field artillery is sufficient for the
immediate equipment of Iarge armies. The
disbanded troo?s stand ready to respond to
the national call, and, with our vast means
_.of{ransportation and rapid organization de-
veloped during the war, they can be orga-
“pized, armed, equipped and concentrated at
‘whatever points military emergency may
require, hile, - therefore, the war ex-
penses have been reduced to the footing of
a moderate and economical peace establish-
ment, the national military strength re-

mains unimpaired and in condition to be-

Pprowptly putforth,

‘While the reduction of the volunteer force
and the advantageons disposition or ceoncen-
tration of war material were thus suceess-
fally accomplished without diminishing the
military power of . the. country, recraiting
and reorganizing the regular army favora-
bly progressed. In consequence of the dffi-
culty ‘In procuring enlistmeats for the
Tegular while 50 many men were required
for the: volunteer service, 153 companies of
the regular army, as then authorized, were
nnorganized on’ May 31, 1865, but- in the
middle of the following. July these com-

-panies -bad been completed.” Under the
act of July 28,.1866, the regular army now
eomprises 10 regiments, or 12 companies, of

cavalry; 5 regiments, or 60

artillery,"and 45 regiments, or 450 compa-—

nies, of infantry; of which 2 cavalry and 4

infantry regiments are composed of colored.

b - yoen; and 4 infantry ‘regiments of ‘men who
-were wounded in the line'of their duty,

e regimeént of white cavalty bad been

I recrnited on Beptember 15; the otner

gkinient, assigned to the Pacific coast, is
\nearly conipleted. 48 of the 54 com-

b required to. convert into regiments
D¥ngle battalions of the nine three-

(Rl

irglat]y diminished, and their opera--

0" 'ecompanies, of-

‘baftalion regiments of the former organi-
zation have been completed and ‘sent to
tbeir regiments, The 4 Veteran Reserve
regiments bave :been . assigned, to dis-
tricts where -the men may be  usefally
employed in guarding storehouses and
cemeteries, and on similar daties. - The co-
lored regiments will be recruited, as far as
possible, from the colored volunteers still in
service, The law authorizes an assignment
‘of 100 privates to & company ‘as the maxi-
mum, 50 belng the minimum, and the
maximum strength of the army is thus
Placed at 75,382, rank and file, The present
strepgth of companies -is fixed at 64 pri-
vates for cavalry, artillery and infantry,and
122 privates for light batteries .of artillery,
making an aggregate strength of 54,302, _As
soon as the ranks shall be well filled, it is
desigred to increase the efficiency of the
military force by raising the standard of
qualifications . o
The troops In service were regularly paid,
and the demands of those discharged and
mustered out promptly met. Duriog the
ficcal year ending June 80, 1866, $10,431,-
004 42 were disbursed to the army and
military Academy, $248,943,313 36 to volun-
teers; and in the disbursement of milliops
of doilers inemall sums, and amid great
difficulties and hazards, the total cost to the
government, in expenses of every character,
is but a fractional portion of one per cent.
Every effort has besn made to promote
the comfort and health of the army, and to
give the best medical treatment to the
wounded and sick. Well grounded appre-
hensions of the appearance of Asiatic cholera
as an epidemic, early in the present year,
required prompt action-for the protection of
our troops. A rigid military quarantine
was established on the Soutbern Atiantic
coast, and sanitary precautions enforced.
The adoption of these measures availed to
control or eradicate the disease, at the re-
cruiting depots and forts where it appeared,
before it aksamed its usnal alarming epi-
demic ferm; and official recognition has
been given to the meritorious services of
medical officers whose fidelity, cnergy
and skillful administration succeeded in
averting or diminishing the horrors of wide-
spread ,pestilence. - In othor -respects the
general health of the troops has been good.
Among white troops the proportion of
deaths, from all causes, to cases treated, has
been oneto every fifty-two. Among colored
troops the proportion of cases taken sick
bas been greater than with the whitetroops,
and the mortality rate one dJdeath to
every twenty-nine treated. There were
remaining in general hospitals, June 30,
1865, and admitted during the year, 64,438
patients, of whom, on June $0, 1365, only
97 remained under treatment. The comfort
and proper medical treatment of the sick
and wounded are secured in well-arranged
post - hospitale, ‘of which' there ara at
present 187, with a total <capacity of 16,881
ds,

Measures kave been adopted for the pur-
pose of providing suitable shelter for the
trcops now stationed onthe plains, ard for
those which may be ordered thither, and to
prevent suffering during the winter, The
army has been well supplied with forage,
about one-half the quantity havirg been
supplied from the stock remaining on hand
atthe cessation of hostilities; the consamp-
tion for the year has been 8,300,008 bushels
of oats, 5.061,000 bushels of corr, 136,000
tons of hay, 2.700 tons of straw.

Bubsistence stores of good quelity have
been supplied to the army, and though the
lorger part has been obtained et the pria-
cipal market centres of the northern Statee

and the consequent reopening of the cus-
tomary channels and sources of trade, have
enabled a partial resumption ef the courze

they are to be consumed. Eighty-nine con-
tracts for fresh beef have been made in the
southern States,at an genera! average price
0f11.06 cents per pound, and Zn the intecior
of those States other articles¢o a small ex-
tent have been purchased, The market at
New Orleans is npow 8o well farnished, and
has go far resumed & healtkful merceatile
condition, as to render it possible to procure
there, at satisfactery prices, most of the sab-
sisfenee stores required in the department
of the Gulf, Onthe Pacific coast, for seve-
ral years after California was admitted to
the Union, all the supplies for troope there
stationed were required to be shipped from
New York, but an ample end reliable mar-
ket, comprising the products of Calfornia
and Oregon, and the foreign countries bor-
dering upcn the. same ocean, is now found
in San Francisco, and most of the subsis-
tence stores for troops in the divisior of the
Pacific have been there cbtained. In yene-
ral the subsistence supplies purchased dur-
ing the year have been procurad upen c¢og-
tracts, concluded in pursaance of advertiss-
ments for sealed proposels, written propo-
sals and acceptances,

-The imporiance of speedily providiing the
ermy with breech-loading smali-arres of the

upon, : By an order of January 3, 1866, a
board of competent officers was convened
for the purpose of exawining, testing, and
reporting on the various models of original
breech-loaders, and thevarious plars for the
conversion into breech-loaders of the arms
heretofore borne by our troops. This bhoard
met on Merch 10, and continued in session
until June4, when its report was szbmitted
and directions have beengiven the erdnance
department for the -speedy manufecture of
breech-loading arms. .. In view of the great
number of small arms on hand, it has been

at a comparatively small cost, Into efflciext breech-
{acture of new arms of that description, at & time'too
when the Invention may not have been Qperfected
This alteration of the 8p eld musket has been ef
{zc{)ed ls)g successfully .as (o]

e

render it an arm believed
tter in all respecta than the Prugsiann -3
gun, etallic ammunjtion 18 regarded as su-
perior to that or the lawter. The departmeng has al-
ready on hand. breech-loaders of approved patterns
adeqoate for the supply of the<avalry, and enounted
ard light infantry, R : -

Besides the measures that have.been mentioned 7]
provide for the comfort and promote -tha sfficiency of
the army, stated monthly ingpections have been made
in every miliiary command during the year, with a
view to brirg to notice, and pro; remedy, apy ir-
regulanties und defects; and numerous special ¢nspep-
tions have also. been made throeghout the waole
country, for the purpose of correcting abuses, auggest.
ing improvements, and eflecting relrenchment in ithe
service. The inspection service has not been cban, ed
by the return to peace: the system developed duxing
the war, meeting the requirements as nearly as prac-
tceable, is st1ll continued,

The present organization of military department
an'lgh digmonéi {8 ag lglt]howe.: t M 1 v e

e department of the east Major Genreral Geo @,
Mesde to command, t0 embrsce the New En?lind
Btaks, New York,, siew Jersey, Penngylvania, and
Fort Delawsre, Iieadqunxtem at Phliadelphia,

‘I he department of tue lakes. Brigadier and Brevet
Major General Joseph Hooker to commasand. to em:
brace 1he states of Ohio Michigan, Inaians, Iitnols
and Wisconsin. Headgusrters at Detroit.

' -y e department of Washiogton,

vet Major General E. B. 8, Canby to command, to em.

brace the District of Columbia Alexandria and Fair-

fax countles, Virginia, and the $taias of Maryland and
an are, excepi Fort Delaware. Headquarters at

'wﬁhlggmni t of the Potomac, Brl

o aepartment of the Potomac, Brigadier and Bre-
vet Msjor General Joha M., Schofleld to commaud, to
8wbrdce the- States of Viiginia, except Alexandria
and-Fairtax. n?ogglles, and ‘West Vlrgtnﬁx. Headquar-

p : .

ters at Rich: . L
The deparument of the y 8outh,Msajor General Daniel
and to embrace the States. or

'F.8lckles to coram
North n Hendqua:te;s at

and * South o
hﬂ?m Caxollpa ;
Thedepartment of the Tenneasee Msjor General
g&«zgeo-‘x. ;‘{;%maa'rto commémd. }'o 'ei‘nbmca the
£y, Tenneasee, Gegrgla, Alaba )il
Missusippl. Headduariersat Loulseillo ma and
The department of the Gulf, Major General Philip
H, 8hertdan to commane, o embrace the States ot
mcl)nda, Lousiana and ‘fexas, Headquarters at New

Orleans, - 5
The department of the Arkansas, Brigadier and
Ord to co

Brevet Msjor General ¥, O. C.
€mbrace 1he 8tate o« Arkansag wnd India;
weslf. dlie;»dlqnartfrsraﬁﬁ.luieﬂ%ock. i -

e department o B sonxi, n
Winfield 8 Hancock tg ,co:nmsud‘ tthgufbrggg ettt?s}
Etaltex;gf Miésa%m n.xir; liinnsn.s and the Territoiies of
-Lolorado an ew Mexico, ead
].gl{ivegworbth-.\ ‘.fﬂ; e Ha quarte‘ral_gt Fort

;Tuedepar tmen® of the Platte, Brigadie. )

"Msjor General Phillp »t Georga Cog .k t%sggmlggzgf:
to embrace the State of Iows, the. ‘Territorias of Ne-
‘braska and Utah, so much of Dakota 238 lies west of
Montaua as- les

Brigadler and Bre.

'lhetlim h mexld:jsn, and so&:u'uch %x
conliguons 10ihe rew road from “ort Laramie to- ‘
ginia ¢ ity, Mcntsna, Heedquarters ag Omans.m Vir
. The department-of -Dakota, Brigadier-and. Brevet
Msjor tseneral A. H. Ter1y to commang. to. embrace
ibe Ktate of Minnesots and all the Territoriens of ba .
kota and Montapa ot embraced in the department of

the Plaite, - Headquazlers at Fort Snehing,
The department of California.
Mpojor General Ixvin McDowell to command, to ems

yet the general retarn of the citizens, north i
and south, to the productiveness of peace,

of procuring supplies at the points where .

best pattern has been recognized and acied .

-deemed advisabletoconvert Reringfield rife-muskats -
loaders,rather than to incur thecost of the entremann-

brace the kiuates of Califurnia and. Nevada, and the
Territory of Arizona, Hend quarters at Ean I‘xanclsco.
- The department-of the Columbia, Major General
Frederick Steele to command, to embrace the Staty of
Orezon. and the Territories of Washington and Ldaho,
Headquarters at Poruland. . .
The prine’'pal movement of troops have been in
Texas,on the Mexican frontier, a.d in the Territo-
rles, the delails of which are g ven inthe ACCOMPAIY -~
ing repore of General Grant, commanding thaacmies
of the Uni ed States, and ithe rerurts of divisiod ‘and
department comam4sndern, 10 which reference is made.
General Granir:ports that a military force has besa
keptin alithe lately_rebellions States for the purpo-
ses -of Jrsuring the -execuiion of law, and i/ pros
tecting life and property against the acts of those who;
&8 yet, will acknowledge no law but force—a class
amaller, in h's "opinlop, than. c.uld have bpesn ex-
ected afler such a conﬂicr. a8 that through which we
ave pasted, but sutticiently formidableto justify the
courae which has been pursued, Mmtarg 0 -ements
have g8lso beon directed with a view to the prot
of emigrants on their way  to the monntain Tecrito-
gig awainst the hostility and opposition of the In-

L1 ) , -
Besideathe operations thus “recavitnlated, of reduc-
tion, concentiration, re-renchment and reorgesization
Eod it 2 Satect S ayment, omploe
€quipment, an position of the army, o al
0f Dations! Mp. Tiaacs Snd Intacest DIV received tho
careful attention of the War Dagzmment.

‘ The permauent defences of the conntry have bgen
strepgthened. Thelr efliclency bhs already bien
uch Increased by substituting carnon of larger
allbre . and lmproved  mudel for - lighter
guns, and _ wrooghtlron:- for wooden an-
carrieges, Thls work (s still In progress, and will be
contiuned, Diligent and carefol 'efforis, based upon
“{be derigns and recommendations of competent boards
of engineers, have been made 10 adapt old wo:ks, as
well a5'those In process of . construction, to more pow-
erful atmamen) Couatruction has been suspeaded
upou sen e woiks, In orcer to await the compleifon of
Immportant experiments having in view the extensive
uge ot iron #hields or srmor for the prolec n of runa
erd gunners; the resnlts already attained give the pro
mise ot a practical and highly beneficial appljcatioa of
the knowledge obtained by thess trials,
Surveys of 1le ls.kes have been continued, and pro-
gress Lup asready been mede In fmproving th.e harbors
ang rivers of the courtry, The work willbe energeti-
caily prosecuted under the .iberal appropriaiions
macde at the lsst serslon of Congreea,

Active and careful measures have been 1nstituted
for successfully and speedlly carrying into effact the
gener.ts provisiona o1 Congress for the benetit of sar-
vivipg soldiers of the war for the Union, The subject
of the payn.ent of extra bountits to discharged sol
diers, and extra pay 10 discharged officers,has recelved
assiduons avtenilon. The recent law devolving ngon
the Wer Department,ipstead of thb accousting officera
of tke treesury, the dutles of examination and set.les
ment of claim-«of 1hys pature, liwposed a vast accumus -
lailon of laoor, and requirea the consideration of
numercus acts of Congre:s and the regulations
snd. practice of several boreaus; upon 1he
proper  performance of thess extraordinary
laburs deper da the ¢isbursement of nearly eignty mii-
lopsgf dollars among m.re than & mililon of claim
avig.” Soon after the sdjournment of Congress a com
petent boara of officers was organized to prepare roles
.apd regnlations for the payment of the aulborizad
bounties. Diligent application was given 20 th# w.ira.
apd the regulations, baving been tound to bs {n s:ricy
accordarcce with iaw, were promptiy. approved, nub-

fxhied end directcd to be carried into effect. To the
same bcrid the subject of bounties for ‘colorec sol-
diers was also re‘erred, with 8 view to provide any
additional checks that might goard the bouuty
frcm fravdaolent - atsigneesa and secure i to co-
fored  soldlers, and protect the treasury
sgainst fraud; avd when the report was recelved, pay
" ruent of the bounties was ordered, As to the oiher
cless of boanties the Paymaster General regards
it  impracticable 10 make uuti]
all applications shell huave recelved.
ard dlaims clessified and. reglsiered by states
and organizatione; but by this preliminary process the
ultimate pay ment of all will, it is beilevea, be greatly
expedited. Aitempted otberwlte, probably the work
would never be folly \accomplisaed.  Of the valuable
publicrecorcs by which the validity of tbe bounty
c:alms I8 to be teated, there 13 In the archives o1 the
governmentbut one copy, alceady much worn, ior
each period. An examination for eacn Individnal
case wounld soon reduce them 4o {llegible shreds,

The dnty of the government to the spldiers who have
been main:ed or have lallen In 1ts.defence has not
been neglected. Much carehas been taken, by pre-
cauticns anapn:cucal tests, to secure for the furmer
th b

limbs, From July 18, 1962, the date of th {
Copgress suihortiing ertidcial limbs;lo be furpisced,
to July 1, 1866, there bave been supplied to aisasied
toldiers 3981 legs 2240 arms, ¥ feet, 55 hsods.
125 surgical apparatos, and 1t 13  suppored
that  not more than 1,060 remah
8UL 10 besnpp. led, ab an estimated cost of §70,00.  in
order to inc.ude unfoctunate cates in which, from the
natoze ofthe inj.ry or operation, no b or other sue-
gical appliavce can be rdvantag sdopled,tha
Surgoon (seneral hes recemmend:d thatft fithe appre-
pristion for this purpose shalibe continued,the muney
value of an artificlal Umb, in liea of an order 1orthe
apparstus,be given to Lhe malmedsoldier, Forty one
naiional nilitary cemeteries have been estshlished,
and into these had already beed gatbered on June 50
the ren sins-of14 525 Unlon soldiers. Thesites forten
additionsl cemeteries have been selected and the work
up.n them,furscme time delayed by the climate ana
& ihTesteved epidemic. is now gn course 01 vigurons
1rosecution, Aalihough it Ay not be
desirable to remove the remains 0f
those now repesing In - other suit-
able burial grounds, it is estimated thatl our national
cemeteries siil pe required to receive and pro.eci the
remains of 219 357 patriolic sokliers whose iives were
eacrificed io defence of our npatlunal existence, The
average cost of the removals and reinterments alreagdy
accomiplish is report at 89 75. amounting in thw
spgregute 10 §1,141,791; and1l is belleved thatar adar.
.liunal expengiture of §1 609 234 Will be necessary. Jtig
preposeq, inetead of the mooden headboards heretotore
nsed, to ereci at the graves emall mosuments of casy
irom, suitably protecied by zine coaung agatost rost.
8ix lists cf the .dead, contaiving 32666 pames, have
been pablished by the Quartermsaster Genezal, and
otters Wil Lelssued &5 rau.dly a8 they can beprepared,

Dccaments submitted by the chiems of buresus, ana
GCCOIRPADYIng this report, contain detalled informa-
uon rilative 1o the operations of the War Depariment
ard the reqnirements of iia respective brancaes.

The tolal estimate of mliltary ap;;ropnl:lons for the
fiscal year anaing June 30, 1868, 18 25,205,660 63,

The Adjotant General's offica has Immediate saper
visiot of recruiting for the regnla. army, and dishand-
ingthevolunteer forceand chargealsoufthe rea-ds aud
nufinished business of the Provost MarshaliGeneral's
bureau, which. in accordance with the act of July 23,
1866, wes discontinued AuguatSs, Arrangemects nave
been mace for the Frompt settlement ot the unge.
lermmired questions formerly pertaliining 1o that
bureau, and for the reznoval to Washisgton of the re-
©0rds of ils offices in the varlons Siates, The estmat d
apuropriation required for the purposes of the 4uju-
1ant eberal's oflice Is §300.000, .

The officess ot the Irspecter General’s department
are now those of the regular establishment, and tney
are alt engaged ln wheir legitimate duties of slavud
ond epeclal Ipspections. No appropriation 1s required
for 1his service. : .

In the bureau of military justice during the past
Fear 8, 48 recurds of courts-marilal ard mLUAry ¢Hm-
Ioiesions have been received, review ed, wna siey;
4408 special reporis made as to the regularity of judi-
cial proceedings, the pa.don of military ofenders, the
Temistlon Or comnsaiation of seniences, and up.o the
‘mircellaneous subjects «nd ques:ions referred 107 tha
opiuion of the burean; inciuding also Jetters of in.
Biruction bpon mliiary law and pracues to Jjrdge
advocates avd reviewing officers, Tae nomba- of
records of muilitary courts received at this buresn
reached 8 miniuum soon after the adoption of toe re-
cem arny act, and since that time haa increased with
the military 1orce, ‘The oiher business of the officg, as
an advisory branchof the War Department, will also,
1t is belleved, continne to be augmented unt!l thepeace
establiskment ehall be completely organis:d and ue
Dew army folly recreited; aud the faci that, in s large
nomber of importans cases, cozmanders of deperi-
ments and armies are not asthorized L0-execute sen-
tences in time of peace, and that such cases can no
looger besummarily disposed of withont a reference
to u e Executive, will slso require from the baresu a
very cons derable number of reports whichderetofore
bave not been called §or, 2i8 eggregate buainess will,
it is thoufht;not be ;ednced in" proporiion to thy ro-
duoction of the military force. ’

In the.quartermastexr’s department the returas and
acoounts of officers onslble for clothing ano eguip-
8ge during the year have beenexamined and trans-
Iuitteo totne treaswry for final settiement. - La- erec-
tian of the fire-preof warehonse at Yhiladelphia, for
which Congress made an appaprisdon on Joly 23,
whibe commepced 50 soon aa the proposals now in.
vited by poblic sdvertisement ehall “have re-
Celved end compsared; and amhority is desired tor the
guretunae of a siteand eroction ufa Similar strocture ut

eflersonville, Indiana, - Duriug the fiscal year gcean
tmnggonaﬂon has been -fnrnished fer 131,531 men;
inlana transportation for 1,016,300 Persons, 138 .40 apgie
mals, 16,370 wheeled vehiclkes, and 420,600 tons 0f Stores
ot all kinde; and the greater past of the.bilis £

oxtation duriug the war have been
leims, principally under the act of
been filed durin

d for the regalar
gaepariment, as it is he.
ances now svailable,and the sema

recelved wil: suftice for the next
ggg:% e’d ¢ar. ¥orcontingenciesthe sum of $:0,,000 18 re-
The subsistence department is en ed, under t|

Joint re otution of July 25, 1866, In p&yzlgg, ugon c%ru%?
cates gives by the Com ¥y Q& of Prisoners,
commutaiion of rationa to those Dnited Statea soldiers
Wiowere beld as prisoners of war, Tobac 13 now
furnisbed to the enlisted men.of thearmy,undec proper
Tegulatlons, The settlement of accounts of officers
Who have performed duty with the eabsistence depart.
ent bes rapldly progreised. Cla under the act of
.L l&]l{ g. ?gi(.)whticﬁ] nt-ge been flled ia

N up e aggregale to $1 758,031 4f, on
Which §85,213 10 have been allowed, (;liims amount-.
Ing to §1,021,123 70 awall final examination and decl-
glon. The total amount of money drawn from the
treasury and disbursed by the snb tence department
during the past fiscal year was §7,618 872 54,
beyment of clalms.under the sct of July 4,
xv;’%]soun: disbursed during the fiscal years

From July 1, 1861, to June 30, 1862,
From July 1, 1862, to June 30, 1863
From Juoly 1,1663 1o June 30, 1864
¥rom Juiy 1,1864, to June 80, 1665
From July 1, 1865, to June 80, 1866...

Tefal smount...... Eir—*
' Eo :{,’prg""i‘?o'hissﬁequrlfed for the next ua"c“.?.'"y“éa‘ﬁ
ITRDEEIents Wi 0n be consumma
dical department for the. tod Dy, thé me-
¥alueble mortuary records,
ﬁmeﬁt)tlhospéenslregmben. 1o, por cor
ospital mestera nd payrolls, elphabetical r :
:.)ljx_e %eaéacorlxés;mlng .ﬁ%hooo nﬂ‘lli‘:ela of: wlhite i%'ﬁ‘iﬁ’o%
colored roldiers; and the pathulog calco) 01
stiudirg the army medical my B Darieoqon con

service of ibequartermaster’s
lieved that the bal
recetved and to be

ncluding
1864.. The
of the war

148,709 521 14
69,637 582 78
98665 918 50

144,782 959 41

7.513 572 54

8-
[

-18,'0f wourds 133.952, and of opéﬁaﬂggg
reparation Jor publication of the medical
and surgical-history of. the war has been prosecuted
whh energy, much of the manuscript andsevera) of the
illustrations tor the first vo,ume belng completed, The
:.:llauy medical musenm continues to |

28438. The

erto avallable f 5 ln;tructlve Py
! Or wani of apace, ~'A sma) .
be required to continue the wm-kl};f8 5‘;,‘?3{},&

Brigadier and-Brevet ¥

" rases.

the suvsigierce.

_ively, July 18 axd 28, 1866, *the ~ hfillta,

“canstitnted the inatitution, and 1he . offt

‘ mends the incresseof the number of cadets

vclupteer medical ataff, s ‘ascertained to be 333, -
incjuding 2y killed in' battle, 12 kiliod by arcident,
10 dicd of wounds,4 died in rebel pri-on,7 died of yellow
fever. -3 dled. of cholera, 270 "died . of " othér alg-
buring the.war £5'm dical officars were
woni ded 1n baitle . hedistribution of troops in small
bodies over 8olargean extent of so.niry necessitates
the mployment of ecLing ‘sssistant surgeops tempo-
rarily, gm ihe pumber of these has been reduced from
1,947 on-July, 1, 1865,'t2 268 cn July 1, 1866, and wit) he
stll forther diniulined when exist uﬁ vacancles.in
the grade of assistantsurgeons. created by the act of
Copgress of July 28, 18¢6. are filled; aco:resfpondlng
decrease In'the sumber of hospital stewards, for gene-
ral service, bas also been effected; and{n every braoch -
of the d¢ partment redaction and retrenchment have.
been rigldly enforced, i
An aggregate expenditure of $267,891 92 was Incarred
by tre medical department in furniahing officers -and
supplies 10 the burean of refugees, freecdmen and sban.
doued 1ands, which had. under its coatzol, during the
fiscal year ending July 1, 1884, no appropriation appli-
cab @ to the purpose; am"l though, under 8 decfsion of
the Treasury Department, reunbursement was not
made f om subaeguezz appropriationa for the freed
men’s bor€an. no émbarrassment arose and no legisla-
t.on ir required, 't he funds at the aisposal of the me
dicsl and hospital dx-?nrlmenb. durlugthe year ending
Bilancs of Sppropsaiions vaaslning In th
Balsarnce of appropr'aiion; g inthe
; J%?y 11.J 1888 00usirnssrasnsrsssms snsansniers §1,161,181 24
Amocunt f treasurgedrafs No, 1,544, on war
warrant 8,205, Issugt May 8, 1865, In favor
of Assistant Surpeon J B. Brinwon, lost
: in the mail and sobeequent!y refunded....
Proceeds of sales of old or surplus medical
- and hoBPIte] PrOPErtY ... corenreenn
An ount refanded on account of Fplles
: furnished forthe use of prisoners of war..
Amrunt Ieﬁmge& by the :gbs stel,:.ltée dgi
. partn eat, e gppertionme;
gmount pald for iou‘x- snd care of sick
+ soldlers in PrIvate hospHalS. e esnnne
An{mnut recived for boarad of ofiicers in hos-
, plials i
Amonnt recovered On sccovnt Of 8tores
and forniture lost or damaged in trans.
pertation
Refupnded srem appropriation for care of
- destitute dischsrged soldie's, being for
board of discharged soldiers, while hav-
ipg artificial ltmbs titted........ 8855 24
Recetved from all other sourc .. LOG
. ———
Totsl 5,386,064 24
ot g:ls amount there was disbursea doring the same

eriod :
g‘or medical and hospltal supplies, (a great
Eart of this sum expended in payment of
debt of previens year),. ..........
For pay of privaie phyeicisn: ... .
Foxl' pay of nurses und oiber hospital em-
oyes
Fgr 1;.1: rllrchasa of aruficlal imbs for disaoied
soldiers..... H
Foal;lonrd of sick soidiers in private hoa-
pitals 9

10,000 00
4;044,261 59
22163 34

0o sese

121,600 51
14,£93 96

4,597 42

$:75 773 83
825,564 05

309,916 06
193,899 €0
58,781 75

For expenses of hospitals for officera... ..

For expenses of purveying depots, lab .
101EB, TEPBITB. &Cuwrrsieivener sormacsasesensreraes 512,243 18

For miscellaneons expenses of the medical
depariment. 32,315 89

Total disbursements doring the fiscal year 2 887,801 77
Bealence {n treasury. June $0,18¢8.. 2,543,457 14
Refunded of smount advanced by disbaora

ing officera quring the previcus year......... . 1,805 33

5,886,054 23

The estimated appropriation requ'red for the m-d1
cal departm.ent for the next fiscal year is $90,000.

The paf department remainy wiihout material
chapge. In contequence of eddi-ions) labors Impased
upon ihig brarch of the War Lepartment by rvcent
copgressionel enactment, Rnd In order io promoils
pay the laric ltsne of lreasnry certiticates, it was ne-
CesSerd 10 reidin lemporarily a number of additional
payImesters. The linnocisl sSummary exhibita—

A Lalance on Land at ke beginning of the

fiscal year. . eeees $120.106,999 32
Eeceived from treasury » nd other sources

during the year, 163,426 228 97

Total $283,533 228 19
A nted for es fullows:
Disburzements to srmy and
Military Academy. ............. $10,431,074 42
Disbur:ements to volunteers 248,943,313 25
Unissned requlsitiops in tres~
10 756,000 00

BUTTeera semsrnrens evvnresnans
In hends

01 p8y nLasiers june

Oeveren soesssnarmersrsssnmensisscacsmsmen 13,403,910 slt253,

The toial dishursements of each class during the fis-
cel yesr {2 as follows:

To treops 6p muster oul. $205,872.324 )

do. 10, BeTVICO mmwieers coercvmaaremenrone
To referred claims 33,056 00
To payment oftreesury certificates......... - 16189,247 0o

$253.374 317

The estimated appropriations of the pay department

amonnt 10 $17,7:2 560 t0 fur pay of the army forthe

next Uscal year, -
‘The corps ot englreers at the close of the fiseal year
coraisted of ninety tive officers. the bat.alion of engl

neer troops, and the Miiitary Acad ‘Thi:teen

553 228 29

ter, on the Light-
vise . Wit stment of ihe Interior
upon cutfes relai'ng to the Pacitic on miifwars
surveys and ataffs of the eral-in-c: {ef and com-
g general of the military division of the Gulf:
the remainder were dilligentty engaged In lhedutjesior
ibelr prefession, officers of desirable experienc. ana
practice hr ving direct supervision of the more impor.-
ant works., "7he engineer troops wers dis ributed ta-
tween the Milltary Academy and the two depois af en
gineer supplies located st Willett's Point, New Yorg.
ard at Jefferson . Barracks, Missourl. The conditian
«f thoe battalien with re; to discipline and iusatrac
tion is reported as satisfactory. At the two engineer
depots. mock valoable war materls] has beea collected
f1om points where it bad remainea after the c ose of
aclive operatiens 'n the fle}d,and It is proposad to
keep on hand & «smplete outfit on & moderate seate of
such epgineer, bridge and slege equipage as would be
most likely to come into requisition to sum;ll!y nniore-
seen demands in the field. ‘Tbe ctlef of eng
Bests a wodificaticn of the act of Tane <3, 1555 In re-
spect to the wanner of procuring Iabor and matertal
for imprevements on of barbors and rivers. The estl
mated approprialion required by the ergineer bareau
for the next fiscal year Is $5,140,000
The ordrance departmest now limits theoperations
Bt sreenals o the coustruction of wrounght iron ses-
const carrisges, and auch ordnance supplies as are
needed lor immediate use; preservation of the ord-
barce stores Jeft on thand at the close of the war
breaking up ubserviceable ammuniftion: .apd com-
gleth‘g untinished buildings, Fire-proof workshop.
8v¥e been completed at Waterviiet, Frankfond,
and Allegteny arsenals; three magazines, with s
ceprcity for storizg 15000 barrels of wunporwder,
tave .been built a: St Lou!s arsenal’ asd
opeufibe sawe capaciiy at each of the arsenals at
Wsshingron City and Benicla A board of offcers is
engaged in exeminiog soitable sites for de?osimrles
of gunpowder, provided for by an aprropriation of
Lhe last seszion of Congress: and the erection of sach
magazines a8 will farnish secnre any suitable storage
for s}l our puwder, ammnonition, and nitre will be
comemerced esrly next epring. The arsenals at tne
sonih which were Se‘zed by the rebels, having be:n
retas en, are reoccupied, excepting the Nort Camilina
arsenal, wbich wes Cestroyed, the Harper's Ferry
armory, the work:hops of which were burzed, sad
which hes been_used a3 an ordnance depot, the
areenal  In Florlda, which has been traas-
ferred temporarily to the freedmen'’s bureau. aud the
arrepal ln Arkansss, which is ocoapled by troops of
the line. The Chief ot Ordnance is of opinion that it
is rot advisable to rebnild the Nocth Carolina arsenal,
or toge-esiabiish 1he armory at Harper's Fercy, and
the ssie ¢f both 18 recommended, 1 the small arms
and some ofthe other snppiies which were collectod at
Baton Rouge, Ban Antonio Aqgusta, Charleston,
an¢ Mount Vernon arsepals. bave been removed,
and-the orly supplies which have been sent to them
weie such as were required for immealate Ysswe to
troops. - The commissivn appointed under tke act of
April 29, 1864, to examine and <eport the waine of
Exopm on- Rock Island teken by -the United
itates. by anthority of that act, has entered upon
115 duttes, - A8 eoon &2 good titles <o the xf)ro .y shall
have been acquired,the conatruction of t @ ArmMOory
ard sregnsl, g8 tetiu(:ed by 1 be hastened as
fost asthe apgmpr etions will admit, It is {mportant
that this establishmentshould be bnilt up as rapialy &3
};osalble, and & considerable sum has bsen estimated
or that nurpose during the next fiacal year. It 13 ve-
Heved that all of it is necessary and can be judiaionaly
and sdvantageously nded. The gperations at the
natopal armory at Bpriogtield, Massachusetts, during
ihe pastzear have beengonﬂn.d to clesning m;&i Te-
. B! 1o

rifle cannon have been snbd
ts, and the experiments swill

becontinued. The ordnance retarns for three coneecn
tive years, including a perlod of acttve service and
ordinary repairs, show an average duration of five
years for cavalry carbines, of fonr yeara for cavalry
- pistols, sabres, and accoutrements, of seven years {or
nfantry moskets, and of aix years for infantry aceon-
tramerts. - ¥rom January 1,188, to Juae 380, 1866, the
oxinsnce de; artment provided 7,842 canuon; 11367
sitillery carriages, 4 052 130 amall BIIS; 2 552 546 com-
plete gets cf accnut:ements fox infantry and eava'ry;
639.544 complecs sets of cavairy horas equipments;
28 164 rets of horse artillery barnesr; 1,022,176,474 car
~tridges for small-arms; 1,220,555 435 percosston €aps;
2862177 rounds of fixed arillery smmunoitian,
145076882 cannon  primers and fuzes; 12,075 294
pournda of artillery projectiles; 26,440 054 pounrds ofgua-
powder; 6,395,152 fwunds of nitre, ana 90,416,205 pounds
oflead. In sadditien to these, there weré immense
quantities of parts providea for repairing snd maxing
grod axticles aamsged, lost or deswosed in the ser
vice. The fiscal resuurces of the ordzance bureau for
(he year amornted to $35,301,062 56, and the exrwsendi-
tares, $16,551,677 58, leaving a balance of $18,749,855 18,
of which §15 043,804 28 were undrawn balances in the
1ressDry., and §705,580 90 were to the creait of digburs
ipg cfficera In the government depcaitories on June
3D, 186. 'The estimated appropriation required by the
ordnaoce office, including only such objects as require
early attenticn, is §1,593 242,
,In the ¢ Ace of the Commissary General of Prisoners
& reauced firce has been engsged in recelving and
completing the records relating to prisoners of war, in
furnishipginformation requlred by the varlous bureans,
and in the Investigation orclalms for commutation of
ratlons to Unlied Btates soldlers while held as prisoners

of war .

‘The clerical force at the ofice of the signal corps is
emmployed In arranging and putiing in durable torm
. mesrages and reports which pass through or ema-

nated from the-eorps during the war.. Tne expendi.
tures for the signal service during the year endlng
Eeptember 30, 1866, were & 500 15; the total amount ap-
propriated and siffl aval able -for signal servics Sap-
tember 50, 1866, was §252 565 97, No apprcpriation. was
requested of last Congress, and none will- be regulred
for the pext fiscrl year, ) -

At the last examination the ‘corps of cadets at the
Military Acedemy numbered two - huandred and
iwenty elght members, and forty cadets of the grad-
uating class completed the course of studies and wera
commitsioned lleutenants in the army. Under the
provisions of the acts of Congress Approved, respect.

ry Academy was
tcparated frem the corpa of engineers, which, together
with certain professors snd cadets. bad heretofore
cers. of which
had exe’ cised excloslye snpervision and cont~ol ovep
it; Brevet Msjor General Edmund wshriver, In-.
spectorGeperal, has been--migned-ag!nugecbon«and4
Colonel T @, FPXcher, of the 44th: In nt.rdy. ap
paintes-superintendent, Thereport o1 the Boar, -of_v‘:-
sitors for 1867 bears amyle wanmngﬁ 10 the usefniress
ard excellent cox dition of the emy, a?od &e%»&

it

thie present number of cadets bas one radugie can be
supplled to each regiment every sécond year, after the
ordinary demands of !he aiafl cozps are met,. Durilng

-acopted ye'pecting the'academy, raising the stasdard

. résts-of the aca

" gality are Incu]
_1ained ard juglciously enforced.

: xial chapge of yrganization, but business. is facilltated
- Bnd vexed questions settled

,genera]ly with department &nd district commands
b

‘embraced, and
.8 £

23,158 51

fice a8 {0 the ohanges-that-might -be advania~
%%pusly
dered more uniform in their

the pest geesion of Congress important measures were

@ gqualificatiors-for admission, and requiring thas ap-
Folniments be bereafter made one year in advance of
the date of admission, - The inspéetur. from personal
observsticn. reports the anthoritles of the mstitution
£8 ;uort assidoouns In their efforts to advance the inte
demy ard its cadets. - -Its adaminisira-
rized by economy, snd” hablis. of fra.
cated. - Excellent discipline 1s° main-
B 'I‘h;a‘s es:'mi_?ted ap
Propristion tor the Military Academy is §243 n67. B
hf the burean of refogees, frecdmen and abandoned
Jands the Commissioner reports that there is no mate-

tion s charscté

by the law of 1886. ‘I'he
Jurizdicticr” of essistant - cemmissioness: coincides

i
ut is d.siinct in Meryland and the District of Colume
18. Upder thenew !aw MaryJand and Kentucky are

these Etates seem - to regair-
om -} bureau - .. promoiing
the imerests . of ‘- justice’. and " edacation.
1n the nortbern cities employment offices, of litle ex-
€nse 10 the governmeup, and not a sonree of reve ae,
ave been extabliched with & view to obtain work and
bones for ceperdent freed pesple and.to relleve
crewded localitles. ‘The importance of selfaupp xt
bas been urged b{_ Proper means apon the laboriog
classes. Wages bave been det- rmined not by orders
of burean ofiicers, but by circumstances ordinarily
affecting the price of labor in differcnt locsllties, The
educallun of freedmen and refugees has been carried
ou vigorously, undexr the Immediate patronsge ol be-
nevolent eocfeues. A superi nt of tlon,
gevollig bis whole time to his work, is stationed at
theburran besoquarters in each Stale, and all burean
oficers co operate withibim. It is estimaiea that
150,000 freedmen and thelr chiidren are
echool in the Southern States.  Schoo; i
white children are also esteblished. There forma:ion -
ls everyv-here encouraged by the buresn. Their has
been'but. little uniformity of action in diffarent Htates
In xeepéét to the acmixistration f jnatice,
commissicuers have been instructed to transfer miii.
tary jurisdiciion, asrapidly as possible 1o State Judicial
iribunals, Tbis bas been done completely in some
Etutes. while in Virginia, Lonaiana and Texas burean
comts are still in existence, A clatm givision, instt-
tuted I March last, and aided by officers and agents
throughont the siates, has sougit to prevent fraqda
upon the colored & 1afers in thelr efforis to coliect ua-
puid Claims: 198 S were paid through thaoftice of
the Commissic ner; 723 refected at his office;§1,552 are in
roctss of adjastment - The aggrezate amount col-
ected and paid is $10 539 (9. Detsiled reports are given
- of the operstiovns of the buresu In each State and the
Districic f CoMimbia, ‘Transportation is reported as
fu: nisbed 1o 6,35 destitute freed people and 287 refu
geen. 13,412.274 rations were issned between June 1,
1865, 8na September 1, 1868. The average number per
month, w refugees and freedmen, was 894,-
569; the mverage nuinber per day, 20 819, Tha ifsgn
10 whites incressed until Juve 30, 1866, when
issues 1o freedmen- and refogees were about eqaal.
1866,  untll - Seplember 1, the
soprorted of both classes has dj-
miuisked. Xigid scrotiny bas been exercis:d to
Prevent issues 1o aay but the avsolutely deatitate, and
arts of lhe ration not actoally needed were cut off
Mcers were cirected to hoid each planiation county,
parh. &nd town respobsible for the care of its own
poer, but to very litte -urpose, for, with few excap-
ons, the tate anthorities have failed £3 contribuie to
therellet or persons snpported by the guvernment.
Owing to the failure ¢ ferops the requlrexuers of ciren-
lar1v ot avg 22 comid noube rigidly enforced. Upun
-the spplication of histe « fii y B
are m:. deth ltio et sl:?ﬁ& uRauo
support ¢ elr pauper populal D3
axepsuld to teachers sxd agen'a of berevolent socisiics
uLder the rame rulea that apply to such purchases
made by ccmn.issioned officers,” Bureau hosiilais re-
celve ihie vsual f1eedmern’s rations, The smount of
lun¢ now In poss. 55100 0f the burean s 272 231 acres, tu
be IDCres e by £28 tiacts In Tennes: ee, qf waich the
cumbeT 0t aczes uySnot beea repuited. Theaggregate
Lumber of paicels of town property, nct inciuded in
the atove, which have been In” pussession oftue ba-
reau is 3,74. of whiet 2,605 have been restored, leaving
& bxlax ce 61119 paicelsuftown property.
ibe bslance on band of the freedn:en fund

s —
The bslance of district cestitute fund.........,
Tk balunce of appropriaticn

for refagee

$232,383 52
18.533 67
6 856,259 30

§7,156,481 49
The estimated amonnt due sob-
sistedce departmenis...........,.....5397,600 00
The traneportation reposied un-
paid : - 26015 94

The trensporiath b estiated-doe  20,u0 G

Estin.ated armonont dne mecical
department....., O - 100,000 00

Ertimated amovm due -

* muster department.... 200.000 03

643 035 94

Total balance for all purposes
of expenditure $6 513,955 85
The Commissioner estimatles the additional funds
neck8ialy for the next fiscal year as fullows:
Ealaries of assislant commissioners, sub
assistants, and agents,
Ealaries of clerks
S:alonery and printing.
Quariers andfuet
subeittence stores
Medical depariment
Tnnﬁmnnuon ravenss oraeenn. .
=chool spperintendents
Bulldings for schoois and asyloms (inclod-
ing constracticn, rental and repairs).........
Telegraphing and postage. 13 000 (X2

Total $3,536,300 00

In compliance with recent esacth. euts of Congress,
CLINMLEsIOBErs Lo fesess the value of siaves enlisied
int0 the United Stat+s army during the war have been
sppoinled ior Missonrl, Maryland, Kent and
1 elnnienee. but their reports have rot yet béen re-
ceivel

1n cenclusion, 1t gives me pleasure to sgain express
my obilgeticns to the chiefs of bureaus aad the sab-
ordinales, who, in reducing the War Depsrtment 10 a
pesce eatablishent, have evipced the same diligence,
ability srd tidelity to the fnterests of the governmeat
tbat distingoished them durlns the lavors, anxiety
and vicissitudes of the war, and contributed so moch
0 i1s successtul termination.

. EDWIN M. STANTON,

&ecretary of War,

Report of the S;cretary of Interior.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
WASHINGTON, D. C., Nov, 19, 1856,

BiR: I havethe hopar to submit the foliow-
ing exhibit of the operations or this Depari-
ment, and of the various and diversified inter-
€51s connected with the branches of the pablic
service committed to its supervision,

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1856,
pablic lands were disposed of as follows :

Acres gold for cash................ censeennes  388,204,15
Acres entered under the homestead

acte 1,882,516.86
Acres located with military wsrrants 403,150.00
Acres approved to States as swamp,. 1,199438.%7
Acresapproved to Btates forrailroads = 94,596.99
acres located with sgricultural col-

lege scrip. . v 651,066.60

Total 4,629, 531287
During the same perlod 6,123,984,18 acres were
offered for sale, The cash receipts trom sales
apd other conrces were $524,645%8. ' The number
of homestesd entries excesded that of tihe pre~
ceding year by more than sixty per cent. -
There sre sixty-one land districts and ten sur-
veying departments. During the past year sar-
veying operations have been prosecated with
energy in Minnesots, Dakota, Ne-
brasks, Colorado, Californis, Oregon, Nevada
and Washin . bt have been deferred, on ac-
count of. Ing hostilitles, in New Mexico and
Arizons, The anomsalous condition of affairs
in Utah bas prevented any surveys there sinecs
the year 1857, At thatdate two and s half mil-
lion scres hed been surveyed. In order that
they may be disposed of, it 1s reccommended
that a land disirict be created in that Terri-

tory. :

'?;ze entire amount of the public domain is
1,465,468,6(6 acres, of which 474,11
been snrvayed.

The atténtion of Congress is again respect-
rully invited to the expediency 019" making gsu‘ly
provision for the adjustment of claims to land
situate in New. Mexico and Arizong, arising
under the laws of Spain or Mexico. The act of
July 22,1854, directs the Surveyor-Genersl to
ascertain the nature and extent of such claims
undeY the Iaws, usages and customs of8pain or
Mexico, and to make a fall report.on all such
fore the cession of the territo:
to tbe Upnited States by the treaty of Guads-
lupe-Hidalgo, Congress reserved the right_to
confilrm, by its action, bons fide grants, and to
glve full effect to the suipulauons of that treaty,
Unul snch action, the lands covered by those
claims arereserved from sale or other disposal
by 1he government. The act does  not
apply to that valuable region of country ac-
quired by the treaty concluded at Mexlco De-
censber 50, 1853, Good faith and sound policy
requirethe separation from the public domain
of private property held by an incipient and
unperfected right, or by a- completetitie, under
& grant of the government which preceded us
in-the exercise of jurisdiction and sovereignty
oxer the soll. The confirmation of & private
clein secures the party a valld title, The lo- |
catlon of his land, when ascertained by authen-
ticsarveys and noted upon our record indenti-
fiesthe property of the United Btates, and fa-
cilitates the disposal of. it, The authority of
the -Surveyor-General should extend to the
lands ceded by the later treaty,. and by a spe-
cial tribunsal created for the purpose,orthrough
the action of the courts, all erants of this eharac-
ter.could be definitely and finally digposed of,
‘The boundary between New Mexico and Col.
orado, as well a8 that.between California and
ﬁgﬁﬁg,ﬂshﬁgl% ttxe permﬁnem]y established,
X m etween . Florida g
finally adjusted. " - - and Georgla
It has been the cherished
ernment to assure upon the most 1iberal condi-
-tions tothe aciual settler a title to his home
and Jmprovements, His preference right of
purchase is'not confined to lands which were
surveyedatthe time of his settiement; nor’is he
required to. .for. them, or for those surveyed
but unoffered, until the day designated by the
roclaiation for the publio sale.
opinionexist asto t
10 _.particular localites of the acts
of. xCongress ' Preseribing -the” period. within
which 1he ‘declaratory - statement for ansurs
veyed lands' must be filed, No distinction
ought to he msde in regard-tothe time allowed
for the payment, for-unoffered lands - and those
which bave been offered.’ I concur.in opinion
with the Commiasioner of the General Lund Of-

policy of the gov-

made in existing

re-emption laws,
ey alsoshould begreatly s

mplifled and ren-
operation. In thig

way controversies such ss have been occa-
_ﬁloneé by-incongruous and contlicting provise

which
tled, with a view ] ;
ulsr tract, and thusexcluded all others from Ac~
‘quuing a right thereto, shoutd not be permitted.
. to abandon his origiral ciaim
land under the homestead law,
%gge would, in many instagees, inevitably lead_
“ing title toland r
differ; and if theclatmant under a pre-emption,
law fails
Joing, he shonld
such fail

.551 acres have |

‘Indian Affalrs exh

“s0il and sustain themselves,

the best, if not the only, . ?
hebdiie ﬁreser_ve memyﬁ Ppolioy that can be pur

P

lons w1 be avolded, and the benefits of thigy:
W:te ard just polley eff-ctusily secured. .
The right of the pre-empror attaches from the

-dale of his actual persunul settlemeént; that of
the bomestead settier from the date of his

: réntry”
atthe local land offices,”- The latter is confined -
forurveyed lands, Io either cage the title nay -
€ consurrmated by a Tal: compliance with the:
lerms and condirjons 1mpused by the law under - .
it was initiated. “A ‘party who ‘has set-
to pre-emption, upon s partige-

and enter the-
Such a privie
great abuse, Themodes prescribed foracquir.-
by these enactments essentlally - -
to perform the condition which it en=
£k inecur the consesequences of~
COR i

Authority should be given t,o‘the xieéd of the

department to close up -the local office, and: .
. transfer its axchives,
are nearly all disposed of, The powers vested .
in the local officers might bp:conferred apon .
Commissioner of the Genperal
enable him. to
maiping tracts,

‘where the lands in a State -

Land Office, to-
give title on taesale of the re=

:The law forbids any incumhent in the Genes-

ral Land Uffice 10 purchase pubiiclands, Isnge
glesg the propgety iot exlending it 28 &
clude every cflicer in any way connected with
oy attending -the _adminisiration of

them, =

B0 88 10 ine
the laws relating to-
Attentlon bas been repeatedly invited by thig.

department to the imimcnse value of the dee

051ts of precions metals within our territorial .
its, Fhe mineral lands on the Pacifloslopa -
belong to the government, but it has not pro-
vided for the disposal of them, or for-the devele-
orment of the treasure wLich they contaln, In .
Lbe abserce o: legiriation by Congress, and with, .
its tacit copsent, thezse mines have been worked .
by individuoals, vast exponditures made,and s .
specles of possessory right acquired which has.
been recognized by State laws, and maintained
and vindicated by State tribunals, The sct of
February 27,1865, declares that no action in
the ccurts of the United States for the-
recovery - of any mining~ title, or for-
damsges thereio, shall be affected by
the fact that the paramount title to the land omnx.
wkich such mines are, is in the United States,
andithe Supreme Cuurt has held that mining:
interests, apart from the fee simple rights in.
the soil by patent, existed befors that act, withr.
the impliea sanction of the federal government,.
The exploration and working of these mines.
have largely contributed to the national wealth,.
apd our legisiation should I submit, be con«
trolled w some extent by existing rights and
Interests, which are the legitimate resulis of"
our policy of inaction. The wisdom of Congress
can devise measures which, by placing this vast.
interest under the control of pogitive law, will
render it wxibutary in a greater degree to the
public prosperity. .

Copious detalls arefurnished and many toplieg-
connected with the pubiic iands anly discussed
in the inferesting and elaboraie report.of ihe
Commaistioner ot Pensions, -

By resson orthe ineressed rates of pension,
more than thirty-three miilions of dollars will
berequired for this branch of the service dur--
1rg tue next fiscal year, Samuel Downing, of
Edinburg, 8aratogas County, New York, ig the.
only surviving soidler of the Ravoluiion. Hiw
name was inadvertently omitted in the last an--
nu&l reportiof thejPension Bureau to this depart-
went. The names of nine handred and thirty--
one widcws ofrevolutionsry soldiers appear on.
ibe pepsion rollast the close of the last fiscal
year, The invalid pensioners disabled in the:
Wars prior to fhat of 1861 do not exceed three
thousand. The widows and minor children.
who receive a pension by reason of the services
and ceaih of thote who served in such wars,
number one thousand two hundred and twenty-
geven, .

During the last fiscal year twenty-two thou~
sand six hundred and forty-five original appli=
catiors for invalid pensions were granted, at
an sggregate annual rate ot one mlilion seven
hurared and fifty -8ix thousand eight hundred
and - twelve dollars and twenty cents. The
number of such geusions that were Increased,
was gne thousand two hundred and sixty-thres,.
&L 8n annual amount of increase of foriy-three-
thousand nine hundred and forty-six dollars
and twenty-five cents, The total amount
awarded 10 army invalids during the year thug
appears 10 be one million eight handred thon-
sand seven hundred and sixty-four dellars and.
forty-1five cents. :

Duoring the same perfod twenty-seven thous--
sand and seventy-six original applications of
widows ard dependent relatives of officers and
soldlers of the army wers allowed, al an aggre-
gate rale of two million seven hundred and
loriy-three thousand seven hundred and eieven
doliars and seventeen cents per annum. The-
increased allowancs to such persons wastwo
hundred and ninety-nine doHars and ten cents;
£0 that the snm required to meet pension claims
of this description allowed auring the Past year
istwomillion seven hundred and forty-four-
thcurand and ten dollars and twenty-seven

cents, .

The whole number of ne:w army pensioners of
all classes added to the roils during the year
endirg June 30, 1866, was, accordingly, forty.
Dbine thorsand seven hundred and twenty-one,
and requiricy for their payments four million.
five hundred theusand'five huadred and twenls
iy-three dollars and thirtyeseven cents AN
num. The namberdropped from the ro duar-
ing the same period, on account of death or
Qiher causes, was ninethonsand three hundred,
and forty-two, Wwhose annaal allowance-
amocunted to eight hundred and eighty thon-
sand oune burdred and seventy-three dollars.
and gixty-two cents,

Om the 30th of June last there were on the pen--
sion rolis fifty-four thousand, six hundred and.
twenty invalids, whose yearly rate of pensions.
was four million one hundred and twent, -elght
thousand seven hundred and eighteen doliars.
axd fifteen cents; snd sixty-nine thousand
¢ight hundredand eighty-nine widows and de-.
pendent relatives, at & yearly rate of sevaen,
million two hundred and eighty-four thousand.
lonr hundred and four dollars angd eleven cents
—making a tolal of one hundred and twentya-
four theusand five hundred and nine army
pensioners,atan annual aggregate of eleven
million four hundred and thirteen thousand
one hundred and twenty-two dollars and twen-.
1¥-8ixX cents. :

During the year, twohundred and thirty-eight
original applications for navy invalid pensions.
were allowed, at an aggregate amount of eighe.
teen thousand nine hundréd snd two dollars-
and fifty cents per annum. Twenty-five sach
pentions heretofore allowed were Increased at.
an aggregate annual rate of nineteen thousand-
eight hundred and nineteen dollars and Hifty-
cents. Two hundred and eighteen original ap--
plications of widows and dependent relatives of
officersand seamen were allowed,atan aggresatg
of .thirty«two thousand nipe hundred
and seventy-six dollars per annum. - The:
total number: of navy invalid pensioners.
onthe rolls at the closs of the fiscal year was-
one thousand snd thirty-two, at an aggregata’
annual raie of seventy-two thousand 8ix hunse-
dred and ten dollars and five cents, The num-
ber of widows and dependant relatives was one-
thousand one handred and elghty-one,
at an aggregate annuoal rate of one:
hundred and. ei.%ht -efight thousand seve
en  hundred and forty-two dollars—malke-
ing the whole number ot naval pensiorers, .
of all classes, two thousand two hundred and
thirteen. requiring for their annunal payment
two hundred aund sixty-one thousand threa.
hundred and fifty-two dollars and five cents,

The total number of pensioners of all clasees,.
army and navy, on the rolls June 30, 1866, wag
one hundred and v
bundred and twenty-
pensioners. inoing:
ments doring the last
million fonr-

8 amount inclu
thousand twohundred and thirt.
?n? ntfll]een cents paid to one

orty-tihree pensioners residing in the |
whose inbsbitants were lately lgn reb‘;eluo%.tmes
The navy pension fungd, accrulng from the
condemnation and the sale Of prizes, and in-
vested in bonds of the United States, amonnts
to eleven million seven hundrey and -ty thod-
sand dollars. .The interest of this investmeng.
is more than double the amount necessary to-
pay the navy pensione, There is algo SR AN
vested surplus of two hundred and five thoge-
sand seven hundred and tkhirty-eight dollarg.
and thirty-five cents. -
During the past year four hundred and six
bounty land “warTants were issued . for sixty«
t-lruiee tdhousand eight hundred and sixty acres:
of land. - .
The voluminous reipon of the Commissioner of’
bitsin detail thecondition
of thig. difficnit and important branch of
the pnblicservice. The numerous treatfeg re-
centiy: negotiated with various Indian tribeg

y-seven dollars
thousand and. -

have greatly augmented the lahorg of the dee
partment, andtheconstant pressure of emigrge-
1niijon ixto tthe %nnﬁnhi‘errgﬁryj H

018 of interest which require judisions -
agement to adjust and control, e
sloner gets fort )
thoselt]reaties. ugl;% Iltatcllégn 1grxhes of the Sonth
west have res ir former frf -
lations  with thegovernmont, endly re
that they will succeed in fully
‘differences which ‘have = herétofore

produces cone

The Commige
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It is no doubt

om extinction.
Numerous Tecommerndations lgok.

the government, are cx
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attention of Cop

Congress,
During the year ending Septersber 30, 1566,




