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-Lowirrilleand Portland•falL.
Portland and

Evanarille
42
111e and Cairo
:s7
Tho
fall of the river from Pittsburgh to Cajpi. is a small fraction over 44100 of a foot to the mile. There are few
wialti in the . -World, of any considerable
length, with so email an amount of lockage,
In proportien to their length. From Pittsburgh to Jihnatown, on the Pennsylvania
Canal, 105 miles, the lo2kage is upwards of
430 feet, being ten times greater, in proportion to the distance, than will be required on
the Ohio river.
These facts cannot be too
•'

Eynon-

average

distinctly or emphatically set forth.

'

Jr.E.Yr

NOTWE.—Tkr.t3lrommii•CUßE

important4the trade could be prosecuted with
safety and regularity; and much less capital
would be needed in proportion to tae amount
of business done. Were it possible to esti•
mate the advantages that would aecruerto the
immense population directly interested in
this article of prime necessity, both producers
and consumers, in rendering its transit regular, steady, safe and cheap, there in little
doubt that they would be found great
,ugh
to warrant the expenditure, even ,1 nu
other
interest wore to be beneficially affected.

of

Upon the setting in of cold weather, large
quantities of ice form and float down the Allegheny and Ohio.rirers. As tho water falls

and the ion increases, it grounds upon shoals
THE TUVE •ND POOLS
At the lowest stage of water thero ought not and bars, and against the shores, and conto be leas than fire foot in the navigable tinues to accumulate until "the ricer eltl-sos, to use a popular phrase. Whatever floating
channel at the upper ends of the pools ; nor ice
comes down afterwards, lodges against the
ought the lift from ene pool to the other to be
thus formed, and in this way the
more than eight to nine feet. Thin would barriers
river
often becomes filled with ice in hoary,
require the dams to be from 11 to 12 feet confused
and irregular masses, far exceeding
high trout their foundations, and would =use
thickness what WC 'I.I form upon Dull pools.
the water of the pools to rise about two or in
Before it gorges, it is often so heavy as to put
three feet upon the dams immediately above,
thus obviating to a great degree the necessity a stop to navigation for several days; and
for excavations below the locks. This would afterwards all navigation is suspended until
,
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CENTS per share on the stock of tho
Trust Company to Jot of Au.„-unt, and TWO
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National Bank, out of lie prnfits b thu lot ins t.,
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500 doz extra heavy Wool Socks
50 doz. Knit Jackets
60 doz. Traveling Shirts
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Both those improvements aro principally
used for carrying coal; yet we coo that the expense for keeping the Railroad iu repair vr.,
more than keenly-aro and a half titnew se heavy
per mile as that incurred upon the Monongahela elle-An-ate, The works of the latter aro
now in as good order as they ever wore. The
timber used in the dams show:no signs of decay; and for many years to come the amount
of expenses for repairs i• not likely to be increased. Tho floods of the river keep the
channel clear, so that the heavy expense incurred upon artificial canals, for koep.ng them
at a proper depth, is hero avoided.
This oxhibit shows us how it is that tho
Monongahela navigation has paid hands/saw
dividends to the stockholders at Tory low rates
of toll. In fact, nearly all its earninis are
clear profit; and so would the earnings of the
proposed Ohio improvement be.

Alle7h.`ol

♦ serronsp DIfFICTE.TI

Apprehension has been felt and expresnod
persons, that in time there pools will

by some

All up more or less with mind and mud, and
the channel be rendered too ehual for navigation; but these fears are groundless. In my
communication of March last, this apprehended difficulty is incidentally mot, in that
part where I speak of the effect of the proposed dams on high freshets. On the Ohio,
the inclined plane will be motored whenever
the water rises to a heighth of about eixteen
feet above the ordinary low water lino; and
that being the case, the velocity of the curMelt will be the came an if no damn existed ;
for the water will be urged onward, in obedience to the law of gravity, with all the speed
due to the natural fall of the river, just as It
pow is. Thie being so, its power to sweep its
will be unimpaired, and consequently
Poole
the debris cannot be deposited any more than
it is now. In their natural condition the Allegheny and Ohio aro but a long roles of alternate dams and pools—the ripples, as o call
them, being nothing elm than natural dams.
Tho interveningpoeis or .‘eitlien," as they arc
generally though improperly termed, are frequently thirty feet deep at the lowest ,rota-;
yet the 11, ,tis tromp them out, and they indicate no appearance of tilling up;
It I, only on stream' it small that no flood
can ever restore the inclined
a broken by
dame that we find pools filled up with debris.
They ',Orel' rise sufficiently high to restore
the original velocity of the water in the portions of their channels occupied by these artificial pooh ; the consequence is that whatever
rand and mud are carried down from above
aro deposited in this 'lack water, and remain
there. In time the channel becomes so contreated, both in breadth and depth, that
the stream in times of freshet", acquires its
original velocity. After that no morn acdimeet is permanently deposited.
Tho Monongahela pools tarnish a confirma-

1..3.

%

91

31 i:11E
A 0.3

lwet.11:0
...111cAgo R. H.,

Torn).

..my.

Flooring floor.li

••

• •of

_

which
moo
Tenn hal
l•
M \I/NEVI
In the alley lacure of pain, embolden the proprietor to
challenge contradict ion,!
state,
That It hat cured more Itheuni.et
That It ha, mired more SO, Throat,
That Ithat cured gocre Necculcm,
That It has urcd more Weak Joint,
That it has cured more Ulcerated. •Sure..
.
•
That it has mired more Burma,
That It ham mired mum Frosted Pmt,
That It haa oared more Brotaten,
That it ha. cared more lierootta Affect Mee
That It trio cored more Stiff Joiota,
'I"ban all other Pain Curers, Pain Killen and LIM
ment ntu I, n ed. Tor sale by Druggists even :there
I SIMON JOHNSTON, Kole Agent,
milt
Corner Fourth and Smithfield furor..
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Solo Balmoral,.
1 60.
and doubt o oppor 800 ,. 4 00 .
Bowed Dont,la bola Brogan..
175.
1 00.
Ill on,o's Sowed
Kid Ilwel Bouts, 150.
pegged Morocco
1 00,
Congrom.
Galter• 95.
Ilnye Balmoral.
1 00.
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ot very low
r 10,.. .' largo a•sortrneotof Gun., of alt kind.,
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riot. wal he .old cheap at
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M{ SALE—Two Blast Furnace EnI: gin., Bloom CyWolof', IP inch, dlsmotor by
toot
aryl,. Blowing Tubs 3feet It inches distn.
four
Eder by Use foot stroko.
All In good otdor, boo ing
boon used but ..hart titan. Idanufastorwl 1.7 Bump
A Wet* Pittsburgh. Apply immediately, to
WOOD, MORRELL , CO..
Johnstown. ra

AND REVENUE

STAMPS, of all denomination.. A foil supply
kept constantly on hand, at the Internal Iterenno
Office, No. 67 Water street, next door to City Tress
ory, Allegheny.
DAVID N. WHITE,
Collector of InternalRevenue, "31 DSO. Pa.
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Trimmings,Ribbons, &c
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arks, fiat boats, and broad-borne." One of
these boats will carry from 8,000 to 10,000
bushels, or from 280 to 330 tons. They are
run In couples; and from 'twelve to fifteen
men are required to manage them. They are
rigged with several pairs of sweeps to urge
them forward, and steering sweeps fore and
aft, to keep them in thoschannel. But in spite
of all these, they are often stranded and lost;
and the loss of the boat is not infrequently
attended with loss of life. , It is only in times
of high water that these boats can run at all;
and then too much coal is often thrown upon
the market at once, to the great inconvenience
of wholesale purchasers, and often to the
serious detriment of the shippers. Never,
perhaps, was there a great trade carried on
more irregularly and fitfully. All parties
suffer. Sometimes there Is so much coal at
the wharves of the larger cities on the lower
Ohio that purchasers cannot be found for it ;
atother times the supply is almost exhausted.
Tn the course of a single season thepries; of
coal in Cincinnati has varied from 10 to 40
cents per bushel.
These boats are never
brought back.
Latterly, however, barges are coming into
use. They are about 100 feet long, 18 wide,
and b deep. Ono end has ,a long and easy
rake, the other is square. When
ready to go
W
out, two of them are coupled together by the
sqaaro ends, thus forming one long double
boat, having a rake at both ends. They are
thus attashedio steam
tow-boats and taken
down the river; and when the cargoes are
discharged, they aretewedbaek. This, in the
preseqt condition of the river, requires a
large expenditure of power, owing to the
numerous rapids they have. to contend with.
These, too, require high water but
the truth of the position here taken.
not quite tion ofVery
se much asittio "breed horns."
Rospeotikilly,
Were the river converted into a slaCkwater
15,
Jan.
1850.
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as now, be compelled
iie idle during most of the summer and fall
months for want of water. Neither {VIN,
they be obliged, as they now frequently arc,
to start with half a load, and grind th bottoms
of their boats at that. Neither would they be
liable to stick on bars and ripples, often at
great expense . and damage. These advantages, In which the whole business community
The following article, prepared by a gen- would
raiding
formerly
of this city, but now
share with them, would render steam
tleman
in a neighboring county, was read at the last boats a more safe and desirable species of
property
; and if from the reductions of the
meeting of the Directors of the Board of Trade,
of freight, they should olear less on a
and attracted the favorable attention of that rates
single
than they sometimes now do, their
trip
body.
more in the courre
This paper was considered by the Board as earnings would amount to be
year.
safely assumed
But it may
embodying many valuable ideas, on a subject of the
receive
share
that
a
sure
and
a uniform tariff of
rapidly
increasing
navigation,
must
a
that
rater, would bring a three-fold greater
of- public, interest. The thanks of the Directors were unanimously tendered to the writer, amount of . trade to the river than would ever
and the p
of the paper was author- seek it were things to remain as they are.
ized, and its 'trivia earnestly commended to
public consideration
pia bat a few years since goal in any conI wish to offer a few thoughts upon the sub- siderable quantity began to be chipped down
ject of the propored improvement of. the Ohio the Ohio from the region around Pittsburgh ;
river.
but now the shipments roach millions of bushThere is no avenue of internal commerce in els annually, and the quantity is rapidly inthe United States, or ocrhaps in the world, in creasing, and must continue to increase inarhieh so large a number of people are Inter- definitely. The region to be supplied is caested, se the Ohio river, whether we regard It pable of sastaining many millions of people,
in reference to its length, its central position, and te increasing in population at a ratio that
the vast productiveness of the region it trahas no parallel in any other country. To preverses both in the fruits of the soil and the tend to estimate the quantity of coal that the
products of hi mines, or in view of the nu• people of sub a region will require, both for
morons railroads that connect it with all the domestic and manufacturing purposes, would
great Atlantic cities, together withall its natur- be folly. Suffice it to say, that in twenty
al connection with the great rivers through
it must exceed what is carried on any
which its commerce may flow, without inter- other channel of conveyance in this country,
ruption or transhipment, to every part of the or perhaps in the world. The supply is inexvolley of the Mississippi. To render each a haustible. The Monongahela, Youghioghericer permanently navigable, so that its comny, Allegheny, and the upper Ohio itaelt, all
merce may not be subjected to those perioditraverse one vast road field, and every tribueat interruptions to which it is now liable, Ls tary, every ravine, may be made to pour its
a work worthy of the best exertions of •grest, tribute into this great centre.: artery. bio mach
wealthy and growing people. Be vast is the as to the supply and demand.
exchange of commodities effected in whole or
The usual method of carrying coal to the
in part through the medium of this river, that lower markets at present is to load it into
at !lost ten millions of the American people square, flat-bottomed boats, generally a little
are directly interested to it; and the interover 100 feet long by le to 20 wide, and about
ests of more than eighteen millions would be
deep, known by the various appellations of
boats
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Bnt other most important advantages to
proprietors of boats would be gained. Their
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ment.

In order to show the relative expense 01
keeping such a work as the Ohio slarksrater in
repair, as eompared with teat required ftr
first class railroad, I stihjoin, in parallel
uturil, the annual ro. t of keeping the Moron.
gnheln Slocktvater and the Reading Rail- , .3
In repair during peiirels of eleven yrare
ten years, respectively; merely premising than
the amount given for repairs 0 e the Itralling
Railr tad are exclusively for keeping the on,. Tway in good order. and include none of the
cost of keeping up the rolling stork, or operating the road. The length of the former i#
:4 miles. of the latter,
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improvement that
would render it a more reliable channel of
therefore,
work
If,
any
may be called
trade.
national, this is the one.
Already, in Its natural, unimproved condition, the tonnage of the Ohio Is immeasurably beyond the capacity of all the railroads
that traverse the Middle and Western States
from East to Vi'est ; and to keep pace with its
regular increaser would require an annual addition of one road to those already existing.
On the sooreofeconomy, it is well known that
freights on the river are far below the very
lowest paying rates by railroad. It is not the
object of the writer of this article to give a
statiathml detail of the trade of the Ohio.
This hue recently been done in the Interesting and important memorial of the Board of
Trade of Pdtzbergh. They have well stated
the amount of businese done on this ricer;
but neither they nor any other man can estimato the amount of lose occasioned by the
frequad and lone interruptions of its riarigaBon flout want of water. Could these be prevented, the trade of the rivtrr would soon be
vastly augmented, and the interchange of
cennineditiew be carried on with steadiness and
regularity, to the great benefit of all concerned.
From.Pittsbargh to the mouth of the:Ohte,
is stated by the beat authorities, to he 977
'miles, with an aggregate fall of 425 feet, divided AittnOWll:
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Mann Prisoners In Richmond
Via COMM.:in of the Union prisoners in
the Richmond Jena must be changed. and
speedily, else such a history as will parallel that of -the Brick Hole of Calcutta, or
:the horrors of theconqueats of Timour, or
Genghis Khan, is now in the process of
making, and rill be bequeathed by the
monsters of slave-boldingbarbarism to the
'ages of the future.
But the United States
Government itself cannot escape some of the
responsibility for this horrible work, unless
every possible exertion shall be made to deliver our suffering braves from such copel& as theirs has become. The exigency
will'justify any resort—even retaliation in
kind, to some extent. We are not, therefore,
surprised to see the statement made in some
recent dispatches from Washington, in such a
way as leaves no doubt that is a semi-official announcement, of the War Departmant having "requested the authorities at
Richmond to inform our authorities what
/ire the rations served out to Union prisoners at Richmond, with a view to serve out
to the Confederate officers on our hands
similar food, if it can be found."
—We have heard of movements on the
part of Idr.anx, within the past week or ten
days, bolder and more promising than could
have been hoped for from the General whose
excessive caution lost the never-returning
opportunity, of Williamsport; and, as if in
concert with these; we have alsdheard that
-our forces in North Carolina are threatening the railroadcommunlcations of the rebel
capital with the south and south-west;
and, sti ,, later and nearer, we have reports
of an advanoe of Union troops to a point
Within forty miles of Richmond by the Penintmla route;—all which we interpret to
mean that the President and the earnestminded Secretary of War are and have been
spplying a very considerable amount of
pressure at all points from the headquarters
on the Rapeahannock to the headquarters
at Newborn.
As we have already observed,—in some
remarks apropos of the dispatches received
yesterday, in which we could find but this
one painful exception, (of the condition of
Union prisoners in the hands of the rebels,)
to the general cheerful and hopeful character of their other contents,—if fighting
our way into Richmond, and so relieving
our captured soldiers from their cruel oppressors, shall be the way chosen to accomplish the end in view—that is well—thut
is best; but if this way is blocked, because we hare no general with the requisite
ability and courage to find a roadinte Richmond,—then,, indeed, we are bound to resort to retaliation, or any other means to
bring the oligarchs to terms, and to deliver
the brave men who are now the hepilesr
victims -of a remorseless and desperate set
of -defeated conspirators, from a condition
that AIiC ,CI:3 aml outrages every nentimentof
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