.TERYS OF rtr'mmm ,

n—;c rertmng in mcncl exclusive of nhcrlp-
umi:rn(’ AL \o'ncr:s inserted at FIPTEEN CXXTH
per line, for tlie first: lnsertion, and rivk CEXTS
per tine for subseguent insertions,

1.0CAL NOTICES, samio style as reading mat.
ter. TWENTY CENTR A LINE,

AI)\'FRTISEME\TS will be lnnemd according
to (he fullowing table of rates:

| 1w | 4w | 2m | 3m | 6m | 1yr.
0| 2001 50| 600 (EEE .00,
| 200} "5.00 | 5.00 | 10,66 | 15.60 | 20.00
| 2.50'} 7.00] 10,007 13.00'| 20, ‘j?o
¥ Inches, To178.00| 850 | 14.00 | 18.25 55,60 |38
14 cotutane. | T5,007| 12.00 | 18,00 | 22.00 | 20. 45.00
’»,cnhnnu ’|1000|20,00|3000|§9:()~Q|‘5.3ﬂ ,5,00
1cnlumn ["000[5000|6000|8000J100 no,

Amn\!srnxron‘p and Executor's Nmeu,
2.60; Auditor's notices, $2.50; Business Cardas, five
Jines., (per year) $5.00, additional linca, £1,00 each,

\LARL{ Advettisements are entitled to quar
terly rhanF'

TRANSIENT advertisements m\ut be pald for
N ALY ANCE.

‘ALl Resolutions of Ansocht(on;. Communics-
fous of Himited or Individual interest, and notices
of M nrrhm s and Deaths, exceeding five lines, are
(ang.d TN CENTS PER LINE. -

JoB PRINTING, of every kind, in plaln and
fancy colers. done with neatness and dis
Handvilly, Blanks, Cards,- Pamphlets, Bilthe: xds.
Gtarenrenty, &c., of every varlety and style, printed

at the ‘shortest notice.” THE REPORTER sfice ll
.cx' suppited: with power presses, 3 E\ood
went of newtype, and everything int Prlnnng
. fine can be execuicd in the most artistic manner
_ ol at the lowest rates,

TERMS INVARIABLY CASH,

Pr.fc»sic..al and Business Cards

w

AMES “ OOD :
i ATTOR\L\-AT I.A“.
TOWANDA, PA.

e ho-.

QMITH & MO\'TA\'YF ATTOR-

NEYE AT LAW.—Office, corner ol’ Main and
(‘hn St.. . oppesite Dr., ] Dr, Porter's Drug Store.

011.\ F. SAN DFRSO\’
ATTORNEY-AT- LAW.
QFFICE.~Mevans Bundlng {over Powell" sStore).
mch‘)—. - TOWA\ DA, PA.

D SMITH, DE\TIST,
. Towanda, Pa.
. -m‘ e on Park ‘street. north side Public Square,
nextto. Elwell Hon-o | [mechiy-Te

S W. & Wi LITTLE,
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW, TOWANDA, PA.

Ofce in Patten’s Block, cor. Maln and Brld'"\-Sta.
Tm\ amh\, }’A.. Apﬂ\ rs .6

[ STREETER.
LAW OtFICE, %
" aug20, TowaxDA, P PA.

VERTON & MERCUR,

ATTORN E\ R AT LAW.
. - OWANDA Pa..
Ofice over Montanycs Store. . (may67s.
S DAl 0\'FHTO\' RODNEY A, 1} MERCLR.

\ M. MAXWELL,

. ATTORNEY-AT-LAW.

t.

OQFFICE OVER DA\TO\ s :ronz. TBWAVDA. Pa.
Aprit 12, 1878,

I)ATRICK & FOYLE,

ALTORNEYS-AT-LAW.
Tow anda, Pa,

'Omce,‘ in Mercur's | Block.: - J1y17-73.

E C. GRIDLEY

. ATTOR\ EY AT LAW,

April 1 173 TOW.\\X\A, PA.

‘ G F. MASON.

ATTOR\ EY AT LAW,
TOWANDA PA.
(\mm: first door, south of C. B. I‘-'m'h E~p., ! s#c'
ond floor, Nov. 18] 75

L. HILle, v

ATTORNEY- \T TAW,

. TOWANDA, PA,
Oice with Smith & Montanye. {nov11-75,

GEORGE D. STROUD. ©

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
33 Cheimut St. , . TOWAXDA, ra.
© Late of Philad=lphia, _ Dec.s, 75

Y ANDREW WILT,
S$TTORNET AND COUNSELOR-AT-LAW

{

Ofier over Cross® Book Store, two doors north of
Rlevens & Lu-ng vamtl\. Pa. May be (ouaulted
in (n rman. L \prn 12 46 J o

BICPHERSO“ & I\I\ \'FY
ATTOR NEYS-. AT- LAw,
Office tn Tracy & Nobte's Block,

—

Tﬂ\‘v‘ANllA, Pa.-

T..wuul'\. 1‘& Jan, m 1876,

T H. 'I‘II()\II’SO\. ATTORNEY

N AT LAW, WYALUSING. PPA. . Will attend

to all luhlm s3 enlnmul to-his L.'ll‘l' ]n Bradford,

Sulitvan and W \omll g (.o\mllcs
Trorier.

W

1175,

Office with Exnq,
[novw—:{

ELSBREE .
ATT()X'\ IV-AT-LAW,
TowANDA, Pa. |

PPHE CENTRAL HOTEL, -

{ ;  ULSTER. PA, -
. The undersigned having taken  pmesessi
of the above hiotel, respeetfully soliclts the patrond

age of hisold frlends .md the ]““)“L generaliy,
augIs-te, M. A. FORREST.

C L. LAMB,
)

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
: WILKES-BARKE, PA.

Coltections promptly :Iltcnl_!;r‘ll to.

July 27, 46
VERTOXN & ELSBREE A'rron-
NEYS AT Law, TUWANDA, PA aning en-
1 ter_d inlo eo-partne rsmp offer th«-lr prefessional
U gervices to the publle, Special attentien given to
. Lus{eressan the Orphans and Register's Courts,
’ k U\ k l TON, S, (apriiv) \ . hl KI}RFE

An‘on\u R n' Law,
“ ToOwANDA, PA,
>n.- e in Weoa's Tilock, first door south of the First
wfenal hank, up-o:um ;
CHL .x. MADILL. {ansy ’;h‘] N.CALIFF,
JUH\' W, MIX.
A"TOR\EY AT LAW.
CO\I)IIS:IO\’FR

T.8
TOWANDA, PA,
Oftice—Nonan Stde Pablic Square,

"IN

_ Jan, 1, 1875
VAVIES & C \R\OCI[A\'

ATTOUNEYS AT LAw,
: \IhRCL’]‘ BLOCK

hec 23-7%, TOWANDA, ] Pa.

}’hP 'l‘, ATTORNEY-AT-Law.
e Is prepared to practice all branches of his

[.ru essjon, .
Olee, MERC Un. l‘LﬂCh. (enlr,nm- on south
N !l -) Tow ANTaAL P e (jms-.
EUI\GI‘ W, BI’I\'K, Jusmce of

the Peace and CGonvesancer.  Also Insurance
A, LeRaysvilie, Pa,

Sarch 1eni. b

RS, M \) OODBLI\.\', thsx-

cian and Surgeon.! Ofice over O, AL Black's
KOTY SUGTS. -
Towatda, \hyl 1S"‘lv' o

'3, JOIINSON & NEWTON.

Ph r~h ane and Sargeons.  Ofee over Dr.

kl

R | o)

Porier & mon's Drug Store, Towanda, Pa
T. 8. JOHNSON, \I D, D.N. \L\\TU.\.)( D,
junitad,

M

D. . DODSON, DENTIST.

. Oy and after Sept, 210 may be foind o the
Triant new poems on 2wl floor of Dr. Pratt’s uew
i on Seate Sireel,  Business solicited.

Ne ;' 2 'nf

‘ \ 7 B. kl«‘LLY DE\THT.——Omce
' e ovor M, E. |'1Nnﬂr~ld <, Tawanda, Pa.’
Foetty inaotted ont Gold, Sitver, Rubber, and Al-

umsiam base, Teeth extracted without yain,
RUREE TR

D C. M. 8

Maving removed s Dentat olee hxto'}r.uv
¢ arts uew blucks over Renl & Watrous® store,
I» 10w prepared to dde all kKinds of dental _work.
e Loas alw pul ju a new gu aparatus,
naAriTs,

ALE & PATTON, Agents for

CONNECTICUT MUTUAL LIFE INSUR \\CE
COMPANY.
Offic- No, 2 Grifith & l'ann.x s Bluck, Bridge Sts,
Marcl 2674,

C 8. RUSSELL'S
N .

I GENERAL
[\' CI"\ CFAGE\'CY
_ Mazago, TOWANDAPA,
. \ T 0. MOODY, BLACKSMITH,.
LUV o Does all kinds of ‘work In Ll live,
. Dliul-:;,wﬂ feet trented: Manufactures the cele’
i brate |

3
§
s
H

RrTn—.

He H{.‘E-S"(‘Hl.\"} A SPECIALTY.

CALIFORNIA PTICK.

* xhop in Stillen's Carrfage Factory, on Pine-st,
Towanda, Ta.. .hn &, "76-t1, i

I\nsmu\\cn AGENCY. [
. The following 2
RELI ABLE AXD FIRE TRIEIé)

Companies repmsented
LANCEHIRE,

¥

=
=

.’
P
z
#

. F. T
ST . MERCHANTS.. }
\hn‘h ll 44' Lo 1. A. BLABK. i

RFDP RlCI\ 'I‘AFT & CO;,
: GENERALD RODUCE COMMISSION

MERCHANTS,
\'O 9, Sth WATER STREFT

PHILADELPHAL |

REFERLNCES:
HON, JUDGE TAF¥T. sceretary of War,
HENREY SANFORD, Exf. .\
2apt. Adams Ex recs(‘o..\ew\ork. .
JEREMIAI WALK!- 1 Feq.. Philadeiphia.
YN, b.8 3 T‘l‘ Buflslo, New York, '
v 1.‘00 i BAT s mz:essml nm,

[aie—23

,g\‘

STANLY. DENTIST, ||

T.

fod

S. W. ALVORD, Publisher.

. REGARDLESS OF DENUNCIATION FROM ANY QUARTER.
3 ! M ANY Q| ;

82 per. Annum in Advance.
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NASBY ON INGEBSOLL
Ths Corners Afficted by the Greas Tufdelity of Col

Ingersoll, of Tllinols, now on the Stump for Hayes, |

<} T

Hold & Meeting to Den -

Makes '.l‘rungli-g ounce Him Joo Bigler

CoxFeEDRIT X Roms, -

chn 15 IN THE STATE UV'KENTUCKY,
September 22d, 1876. ;

The depth uv wickidniss hez been
soundid by the Ablishnists at last.
They hev Bob Ingarsoll’ of lilinoy,
on the stump shreekin for Hayes,
and again our reform candidate,
bam; oel Tilden. To say I am shock-
ed is to state the state uv my feelins
mildly. . Don’t they know that In-
gersoll is a_infiddle? Dont they
know that he haint no vital piety ?

I told Deekin Pogram uv it, and
when I explained to Tim wat an m-
fiddle wuz he wuz sho¢ked.

% Wat!” sighed the Deekin, not
bleeve in religion? Well, I'm d—d!
Let’s hold a meetin and protest agin;
the cuss,”

The Deekin's suggestion struck
me ez bein an exccedml_y good one,’
and I determined to act uponit. 1
hed mail to get thro with first, and
that took me nearly all day 1
cooden’t stop even to rébook infideli-
ty, till I did my bizunis, I hed re-
ceived 81,000 from the Noo York
Committy to be youzed in sending
voters to Injeany—1I had to reed two
Ietters from John. Morrisey instruc-
tin me how to yooze the money, and
I hed to find quarters for an Irish
brooser, who hed bin pardoncd out
uv the State’s prison to assist in this
campane, and who hed Den sent op
to show us how to work repeeters to
the best. advantage. Afore I coo
assist in rooboakin Republican infi-
delity and castin a stigma on-religon,’

| T hed to get all this out uv the way.

I called the meetin at Bascom’ s,
our Church not hevin been opened
for religions meetins sence Johnston
went out in 1869. It wuz a lively
meetin.  When the Corners wuz in-

| formed uv the impiety and irreligion

uv this pet uv Republikinism, there

wuz an indignashen manifes-ed that
wuz trooly encurridgin. They wuz
all convinst that ef such a contem-
mer uv religion wuz permittid to go
loose! without rebook, there wuz
cussid little hope uv Repubhl\m in-,
stitooshens, and after drinkin around
two or three times we orvamzed 1
takin the cheer. :

I reinarkt that it wuz no ordinary
occasirm that hed called us together.
Qur liberties wuz in danger {rom the
Republlkm party, and our religion
from the shogkin infidelity uv one uv
its cheef '1(1& ocates. We may lose
our liberties, but. shel we lose our
religion 7

*Not by a d—d site!” (Jackxhtcd
the awjence, ez one man. ‘s

I then preserited a series of resolu-
tions, ez fullows:

Warkeas, The Repullikin part} Lev,
on theé stump, advoeatin its heresies,
Bob Ingersoll uv Hlinoy ; and

Waksag, Said In"eholl is an infid-
dle uv the most radical stnmp a man
wich denies the trooths uv holy Wl"lf;—

*Wat is Iiol) Writ?” asded a doz-
en. ,

I had to =top and explain to em
that Ingersoll wantid to destroy the
Bible, wich infooriated em.

“ Ain’t we to be allowed. to hev our
regler township Bible? Wat'll we
bev to sware witnesses on in hoss
cases ?” they indignantly demandid.
“Goon! goon! down with the in-
fiddler!”

When we come to order agin,J osef
askt permission to make a few et
marks, He sympathized with the
mectin bartily. He knowed Inger-
soll, and knowed him' to be an infid-
dle and unbeleever. Feelin that he
must add his unworthy testimony
‘agin sich & man and sich doctrines ke
wood—Dbut if the meetin wanted to
heer him they must git away from
the bar.

Ittook me some time to git em
away, fora Looisv ille drummer for a
likker house happcncd to come in for
a drink, and the entire mectin bad
gathered around him expectin to be
askt to take suthin. It wuz a bitter
thing for me to stay away with such
an opportoombv afore me, but “Dooty
first,” is my motto, and I stick it out.

The Looisville man havin trected
twice, and there bein no show that
he wood do it agin, they reassembled.

Josef then remarkt that sywpathi-
zin with the objicts uv the meetin, he
hed prepared some resolooshens his-
self, wich he shood offer, with the re-

‘m‘\rl\ that if he wuz interrupted he

wood toi wunst lick the interrupter
out uv his boots in less than a minit

. 'WaRreas, The Republikin party is
lissening, jist now, to Bob Ingersoll,
uv Illmm, a lnmddle, wich (Iemcs
the trooths uv revelashen, therefore,
Le it
Resolved, That Bob Ingersoll,
denyin the divinity uv our b'wxor, in-
tlix a mortal stab at the Dimocratic
party, to wichra savior is, especially,
a necessity ;

Resolved, That Bob Ingersoll, in
denyin the divinity uv our Saviour,
hurts our feelin ez Dimicrats, ez it
wuz for us, mostly, that he come in-
to the world and died.

:“WaREAs, Fhe appeerance uv ¢ sich
a man on the stump is calkelated to
outrage the feelins uv the Corners,
and tare up the bulworks uv-sosiety,
therefore be it
" Resolved, That the cled\shun uv
Tilden 'md Hendrix is a necessity,
and that after this exhibition uv inti-
delity on the part uv Ingersoll,every
Republikin wich don't xmme)n,lv jine
us and cast his ballot for Tilden and
reforny, is unworthy uv salvashen. .

Afore we took a vote on the reso-
looshuns, we adjourned to take a
drink, and while a takin av it; Joe:
Bmlor and Pollock come in. I shud-]
dered when I saw em, for in all the
twelve yeers them carpit-baggers hev
bin here I never saw em without an-

{ tissipatin . trubble,'and I.wuz never

yit disappinted.
‘Bigler offered the following :

Resolt ‘ed, That when Bob Inger- !

soll denies, 'the trooth uy one. part. of
the holy skripters, he denies it all,

and that when he shakes our faith in
the savin uv the theef upon the cross,

‘| he destroys the only hope the average

Democrat hez in a blessed lmmorm)-

ity beyond the grave.

. Resolved, That when Bob Ingcreoll

fucher punishment which shel be
eternal, it shows that he hez never
lived in the Corners, and is therefore
ignorant uv wat the reqmrcment uv
the sitooashen really is.

Resolved, That Bob' Ingersoll
ought to be immejitly suppressed

These resolooshens, Bigler's and

{ally wuz passed yoonanimously, and

We wuz. agin on with our bizinis when

 the Looisville wan happenin to come |

in agin, the meetin all rushed to the
bar, so az to be i in ‘time ef he shood
invite the crowd’ to anotber drink.
The fool treetin twice or three times,
it wuz with difficulty I got em back
to bizinis. I hed another resolooshun
wich I hed given Deacon Pogram to
present, but the old saint wuz too
much overcome by so much gratoo-
itus likker, and he sunk prostrate on
the floor, afore he could read a word
uv em. 'Then, jist ez Capt. M'Pelter
wuz about makin som . remarks agin
the alarmin increes uv. infidelity, in
consckence uv toleratin such men ez
1ngersoll, the Looisville man assaul-
ted him for pikin his pocket uv his
handkercher,” while at the bar, and
the brooser that Morrisey hed sent
me jined the: skrimmage without
knowin where or wich ' to strike, the
meetin ended in a skrimmage that
wreckt Bascom’s place. I managed
in the row to git the Looisville man's
hat and coat, which de hed injudich-| -
usly thrown off, for my share, (I shel
stump for Tlldon and ;reform in that
coat.) and got out to put em awa) in
a safe placc.

When Ereturned the entire meetin
Wuz snotin ﬂoundly on the tloor, for
they had got at'a barl uv Bascum's
an’ it hed finished em.

I writ out the resolooshuns de-
nouncin Ingersoll’s infidelity on Dce-’
kin Porgam's back, for every table
wuz bustul and sentcm to Looisville
to be pubhshed and went home,' It
won’t do for the Ablishnist tol put
any infiddles on us. ‘

PETROLEUM Y. )ASY}Y.{ !
Reformer.

——.—————

A PENNSYLVANIA STORY.

Chhﬂes Reade has written a story,
the fsc;s for which come fromn Honus-
dale, ;iPa. Thirty years ago JJohn
Seitzya German ¢lerk in a New York
store;' was ‘engaged to a young girl
named Katherine Rief.” The Califor-
nia gold fever broke out, and he join-
ed a party of adventurers, The first
letter that he received from home,
bore the ‘tidings that his sweetheart'
was soon to beg,omo the mother of
his child. He pledged ‘himsell to
return as soor as possible and parry,
her. She went to 1lonesdalé to live,
with her brother, and to wait for her
lover's return. Two or three letters

came, and then there was & silence
fpr years; A youpg blacksmith,
nqmed Wendt, proicssc«l great love
for ber, and aﬂm‘ putting him off for
Tour or five years she aceepted him,
fully convinced that her gold-hunter
was dead. She took her child to
New York and lived . with
husband. e was a brute. He
abused her, he neglected her, -aud
threw her into consumption. Mean--
while Seitz; instead of writing letters
or dying, had made an. enonmnous
fortune, and returned to Honesdale
afteri his sweetheart and child. The
news of her marriage stupned him.
He went to New York and;found her
dyi ing in a tencment, thh no: one
near her but her bah) —bis" ehild.
Seitz buriéd her in Greenwoad, and
a week afterward Wendt, overcome:
with remorse, shot lmnscl(‘ over her
grave. The child was left in Tlones-
dule with her brothers family, and,
his father returned to San Frfmucco,
where h¢ married, built a fine house
with an ¢legant ap'lrtmcnt known as
* Johny’s room,” and provided liber-
ally for the boy in his will. *John-
ny" \{'as a frail lad, with his mother's
consnmptn e tcndtncms. He never
occupied that palatial room ; he died
a week ago Tuesday, as -rich as a
prince. But he did not know.of his
good fortune, for the father died in
San Francisco barely an hour before
the son’s death. The boy’s inherit-
ance goes to his aunt.

, ——— -

A Muain Packace CAsT ON THE
Wargss Forr YEARS Ao ~Over four
years'nzo a package valued at $50 was
m'nled at Llng{cuulle to a postoflice
in Pennsylvania, and as means of
security had it registered ; but some-
where on its passage it dx‘mppeqred
and could not be found. The case
was investigatéd by special oflicers,
and everything pessible done to find
the lost package, but without avail.
Lindenville is a country, postoflice,
and from there the mail is carried to
Williamsfield, a railroad stzktxon, by
a route a"ent and in all c:ﬁ'cs regis-
tered mail matter has to be x‘ccuptcd
for before be takes it away., In this

‘case the Lindenville postmaqter had

a receipt from ‘the agent, but as the
agent had uone\from th(, Williams-
field postmaster the package could be
traced no fur'tb,,' Aﬂcr a vigilant
search-the packigge was given up for
lost, and the route agent was com-
pelled to pay the loss. The matter
was almost' forgotten, until a few
days ago the pack'\"c turned up, and
it had been all those years lying
within an arm’s length of the Will-
izmsfield postmaster’s desk. It had
been received from the route ageént
in a small pouch, together with about
forty letters, and nsrtue pouch was an
extra one, only occasionally used, it
was by rmstakc hung upon a hook
near the desk, and there having been
no use for it smcc, it had been;thcrc
all these years, One day last weck
the pouch was taken down foa use,
and its contents found mtaot Clere-
land Herald.
. ——r .

% They (the framers of -the Consti-
tution) left revolution organized
whenever it should be demanded by
thie public opinion of a State; left it
with power to snap the tie of Con-
federation as a nation might break a
treaty, and to repel coercion as a na-
tion;might repcl m\'aclon.”—-—Samm'l
J. Tlldcn it 1860.

% The grcat issue is not hard or
soft:money, civil;service reform or
the tarifl question; but whether vio-
lence and disorder shall control this
Government or the sentiment of the
law-abiding people.  The South
would gecure control of the Govern-
ment by violence, and the Democrat-|-
ic party is but the ally of the South.”
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OENTENAIAL LYRIC.

Welcome ! thrice welcome ! each people and natton;
Come {rom wherevor yourhomelands be:

From populons city, and lone reservation,
And from the far-away Isles of the Sea:

Join with Columbia,-in grand acclamation

: Of oy, on this llundn.ddx Birthday of the Free!

May your sun-lltten mnngm that fiaunt untoheav'n
With our own starry embicin in unlson twine,
TH, gently caress'd by the breczes of heaven,
“ Anl kissed and rekissed by the golden sunshine,
They tell of an Era far pleasanter even
Than ever was dreated of by Bard or Divine !

Cast, cast tothe windsall; your'strl fo and commation
o People ! on this our Ccntennlal Year:
That our IPcace may hence!onh like the current ot
ocean,
Flow ouward, with nothlig to check ity carcer,
T the ci-\shlug of Creedp shall be still'd in
Devaotlon,
And Love bloon in beauty, tinshadowed by Fear!

Claspcd hands—as a syinbol of union—wo stand *‘L
In this dazzling sun-burst of glory, Y -
While the volces of winds and of waves un our
strand,
Shall Acho for ayo the glad story
Of Liverty wrested from Tyranny*s hand -5
Most luminous page in var h.atou H

Welcome ! thrice welcome ! each people and n:mon,
Come from wherever your homelands be:

Frowm populous clty and Jone reservation,
And from the rar-awnﬁ Isles of the Sea :

Joln with Columbia,in grand acelamation
0f joy, on this [fundred:h Birthday of the Free !
. TowaNDA, Oct, 1, 1876, W.R.F.

g{ﬂxsrnllanwn .
EDEN OF WILDWOOD.

Pau! Renford was thunderstruck,
For once in his life he was aroused
+o something like consideration of a

Paul was' four-and- twenty. Atthe
age of fourtcen he had been left an
orphan, ‘and heir to an estate wortha
million ; and his uncle—his mother’s

‘brother——-h‘l‘l been appointed, his
i guardian.
: Betterman, an Fnterpnsmv merchant

This uncle was Anson
and o true hearted man.  After Paul
came of age, and became master of
his propert.), throu"h the advice of
his uncle he employ cdalaw yer named
Lovett to act as his n"ent.——to look
after rents, andso on—and ar: dually
this met.t,.who was an apt and
ready man of business, had fgained
into his hands the LOHthI of the

{1 whole property; and so completely

had Paul trusted bim that he had not
even demanded vouchers for his bank
transactions.
In fact, Paul Renford haddegener-
ated into a listless, aimless bcmg
His natural abilities, of the very high-

est order, had been prostituted to the |

most useless of all pursuits, the mere
secking of pleasure for the purpose of:
kxlhr.g time. At first he bad lived
moderately ; his youthful . vigor had
held him aléof from-the need of stim-
ulants; but of date a long .continued
round of dlsilg)qtlon——partms, balls,
clubs and Dbilards, in which mwht.
was.appropriated to wakefulness and
the day to sleep—had so reduced his
pliysical vim that without stimulants

e found no comfont

And; now- Anson Betterman had
come xo inform him that PPorter Lov-
ett had left the country with every
available scrap of his property.

“ Do you mean,” gasped Puaitl,when

he could ‘breatlxe, “that he has ml\eu
all??
" & Yes, everything. You had allow-
ed him such unlimited sway that he
found no difficulty in getting every
dollar into his hands.”

# And I am fignniless 77

% You know best whether' you bad
any of)our vast property invested in
business.”

“ Not a penny.”

“Then [ fear that you hm'e little
at band wlnch you can. now really
call your own.” =

“JIn Heaven’s mmo, TUncle, what
shall I.do?”

“ Really, Paul, I see but two ways
open to you. You can lie down: anid
wither and die under the stroke, or
you can do.as thousands of others
have done in misfortune— arouse
yourself, put on the whole armor of
true manhood, and ﬁﬂhb the battle
bravely.”

“ I must carn ms own livi ing 7"

% It would seem so.”

“ And how ?”

#1can give you a phce in my
store.”

“ No, noyI cannot bcrvm the battle
Ixelo——not here in the clt\ where 1
have led the van of folly and dissipa-
tion. Let me have time to think.”

“ Al right, my boy; and meantime
I will he thmkm" too.”

On_the f')llomn" day Mr, Better-
man called again; “ut Paul hiad not
thought what ke would do.

“\What have you thought about it,
Jnele?”

“ 111 tell you what T have thought,
my bLoy. Back in the conntr) —and
yet not. very far from the city—are
the mills owned by my friend Sar-
gent.’- They are in a quiet, secluded
nllarre, the inhabitants of which are
mostly his own operators. Mr. Sar.
cent will give you a clerkship there

L

{and the pay will be ample for your

support.”

“But,” said Paul, “may we not
find 'Lov ett,"”

“ As yet'we have been zble to gain
no clae to his whereabouts. He'is a
man not, casily to be cntmppcd But
we cidn try further.”

%I -think I'will go up aud look at
the mills.”

And 50 Paul went up to Wildwood,
as Mr. Sargent had named Ius settle-
ment, and he found it rural and re-
tired cnough. But it wasa beautiful
spot, and he had a strong inclination
to acéept the offer. He returned to
the city on the evening of Mrs. Spuit-
enstinger’s grnn(l p'lrt_y. He was

wondcrm" if he had | better go, when-

he learned from a servant that no in-
vitation had been sent him.  On that
very _afternoon - hie met the Misses
Spuitenstinger on the gvenne, and
they did not acknowlcd"c his salut.L-
tion.

“ 8y, s0!" he muttered, * and, that
is all I am worth to them.”

For a little time his heart sunk,
but he rallied-

“Come, come, my. boy " he -ex-
claimed, - smiting ‘himself upon the
breast, & there may be something in
life yet. ' Be brave for once.”

"And on the very next day he ac-
ce ted the clerkship at the Wildwood

n-, and etitsred at oneo tpan his

duties. For a time he found it dull;
hard work; but gradually Lis health
improved, 'and’ the ,vigor of: youth

| came back to him; and under simple

living his muscles’ had strengthened,
and his whol¢ frame received a per-

ticity, And now his duties become
light and cheering, and he sang and
whistled at his works _

" The overscer of the mills was Mr.
Grayson, and with him Paul found a
home, Mr. Grayson'’s daughter, De-
lin, was a healtbiful, light hearted, true
spirited girl of nineteen, She was
one of those blonde beauties whose
wholaprcbence is sunshine, and her

merry laugh vippled like, the sweet
music of dancing waters in the peb-
bly brooklet. . 'l‘he student of human
nature who heard that laugh would
unlwsxtatmnly"declnrc that only a

| heart of native purity and gentleness

could ‘underlie it. ,

At first Delia Gragson, when she
saw that Paul Renford was weak and
dejected, sought to -cheer and cnter-
tain him. She had heard the story
of his great loss, aud she pitied him,
She played for him upon the barp
and upon the piano, and she sung to
him, and talked with him. But by-
and. b\,when he had grown. strong
and vigorous, and’ when his inate
manhood had manifested itself, she
giew shy and taciturn, and (mnll_)
sourrht to avoid him.

And then, for the first time in bis
life, Paul knew what true love was.
For the first time he expetienced that
sense of devotion which leads the
heart to offer itself upon the altar of
iith in the woman loved. IHe asked
Mr. Graysen if he might scek his
onu"hwl s love. l.o s overseer did
trot olgect :
. And, Delia? Had Paul been as
versed in-reading.the human heart in
its native truth ,as he had bLeenin
translating the siren song of flattery,
he might have known that the love of
‘the beautiful girl was all his own.
So, when l’.ml Renford had been a
 year at Wildwood, Delia became his
wife, and he was h.).pp) —happier far
than he had ¢ver been  And he was
advanced in the mills from a clerk-
ship. to a.responsible agency; and
thus he had frequent occasion to visit
the city’; but there was nothing in
its din sdnd. glare attractive to him,
and he a]wu)s came ‘home with a
deeper and more abiding love for his
own fond hearthstone at Wildwood.

Puring the first year of Paul's mar-

to W ildwood, and thus-they were
within an hour of the city; and the
-mill property was greatly enhanced
iin value.

“ ah,” said ‘the young man one
'day, as he stocd upon the piazza of
his cottage and looked oft' upon the
rolling landsmpe of hill and dale that
stretched away beyond the river, ¢ if
I only owned that sweep of hmd 1

“Itis certainly a pleasant pros-
peet,” said his Uncle Betterman, who
had come up to pay him a visit.

“Aye,” added Paul, “and how it
must increase in \aluc now that the
rail has opened this way.”

At this Junbture Delia came out
and called them in to tea. She took
uncle Anson by thearm and told him
¢ was hier prisomer. And he bent
over and kissed her, and said'it would
be a most blessed unpnsonment

“ Don’t you find it so, Paul 7"

“Itis heaven where she is!” was
Paul's answer.

And upon that she left Uncle An-
son and threw her arms about her
husband’s deck, |

¢ Duu' P:rul .you are a blessmrr to
me."".

Shortly afterward the old merchant
said to his nephew :

“ Paul, do you ever ﬁ'ul yourself
longing for the old life in'the city ?”

“Does the saved mariner look back
Witll longing upon the fearful death
he¢ has campcd and willingly return
to storm and wreck ?¥

# I think not, my boy.”

“ And can a man, in his full sense,
long for the dazzle and glare of the
empty life that brmrrs onlv pain and
unrest, when a brlr'ht spmt like this
holds watch and ward for him over
an earthly heaven 77

* He held his wife by the hand as he
spoke, and his eye was radient witha
light supernal.

ltf was on the followmn* day, a
beautiful day ‘in ecdrly autum, that
Paul and Delia walked out upen the
 gentle hill’ that sloped up. from the
‘cottage.  And again he looked off
'upon, the grand Rpre.xd of l.mdsoap(,
beyond the river.

* Ah,” he said, ®if I owned - that
land 1 would do a mat. work, Delia.”

-+ What would 3011 do?” asked a
voice behind him.

“1f you owned that land, w hqt
would you do with it ?”

* I would make it bloom with life.”
replle(l the youth eloquentl) “Think,

now that the rml is laid, how near it
is to the city. Think of ,the toilers
there who might find ligh and com-
fort in these healthful shades. If I
owned that land [ would. Anvite capi-
tatol to operrit to the -life that ought
to occupy it. I would lay 0utstrcct<
and portion ofl' lots for d“cllmws,
each with its garden, and I would
call it * The Eden of Wildwood.””

* And suppose you had the capi-
tal of your own, my boy ?”

“The Eden of Wildwood should
be a verity.”

- A shadow passed over the old man’s
face, and then came n shining. light.
He reached out and tbok liis neph- | !
ew’s hand. ;

 Paul, the capital is yours, the
land is yours IV

I’aul would have laughed if his un-
¢le had rot looked so solcmnly upon
him while he spoke. As it was, he
simply exhibited bewilderment,

“1 heard you express an earnest
wish to own the land, and secured' it
for you,” continued Betterman. |

“Unecle! This is a serious jest ”

“ It is no jest, Paul. In one word
—Porter Lovett has returncd.”

* Lovett !—returned ?”

“ Yes, and your fortune is safe.”

Paul Renford was not sure that he
was in-his waking senscs. Mis un-
¢le was not the man to uttcr lan-
guage J(:stmgly -

“ftis true, my boy. Lovett hads
‘come back, and every dollar that he
ever had of;ours is not only safe but
the amount is well nigh doibled.” -

“Uncle Angon—what is thiel" ' |

. "' Do ot nus gn-u r.

"

!

fect tune-of manly beauty and elas~

ringe, a br.mch railroad was opened |
large .

‘man to disce

Paul turned and beheld his undc :

¢ I dare not. Tell me.” B

Agiin the old man took his neph-
ew's hand and after a brief, snlent,
pause, he nnswered

% Paul, you may blame me if 3ou
eare, you may heap wrath upon my
tiead if you like, but you must know
that Lovett' has only acted” at my
bidding. I .sent him away,and he
stay ed away until I had called him
back. I saw yout failing and sinking
my boy. Isawmy sister's son wast-
ing and dying of a diseasec which
could not be cured except he was
lifted vp out of the pit into which he
had' fgllen, I saw his young man-
Hood—so full of native power aiid
goodness—bowed, and—".

% Stop! ‘Stop " said Paul, raising
his-other hand. ¢ 1 see it all.”

% And do you blame me.”

% Blame you?”

“ Ave,do you blame me for the
hard, harsh remwedy I applied?” -
T Blame you, uncle 7..Shall I blame
you for- my jalv atiorg? © Shall' I
blaine you for my manhood's health
and .strength and viger? Shall |
blame you for—this ?”  And be let
go his uncle’s hand and drew his
wondering wife to hisside. - %1 orly
pray to God that the return of my
lost wealth does not make my wife
love me any less. It can never rover:
shqdow with its baollethese other joy4
which have now grown up from the
better life.

1t was all as Uncle Betterman had
related.. .Lovett had gone away at
his bidding, baving first secured the
property so that no harm could-befall
to it—and it had all been done that
Paui might be thrown uponghis own
resources, and Dbe thus saved from
the sloth that iwas eating away bis
young life. And 1{, worked well.

And when Phul Renford had re-
covered back his great fortune he
way true to'the promise hehad made
conceining the beautiful tract of
Jand across the river; and this is the
true story of how the toilers of the
city came to Le blessed 'wnth those
pleasant healthful homes in the den
Of “ ildwood.

et ————

FaiLures Iy Business.—The reql
cause seems to Test in an over-de-
velopent-of the, business idea: too
much grasping too much mentality
along the line of material things.
‘\ew England i3 too full of mills
whick~ are. too Tong, -too wide, and
too many stories hl_ﬁh. ‘The west is
too full of too large farms, and too
storehouses. ~ In briel|
country, in running after money, has
run itself out of breath. It,should
not at this tilne .be the chief end of |
ver how soon again Le
may take the race course, but rather
he should ¢onsider: whether the
chaindlightning method is either nee-
essary or desirable. We need to be
impressed with the thought that we
are dwellers upon the margin of eter-
nity, and to remember that those
who pursue wealth for wealtl’s sake
are only children running after gandy
butterflies. Over every counter
should be written these words,
“Time is only a gateway, * * * All

natiohs scem to besharers in the pre-
vailing financial distress; so too all
should be sharers in a lumcr faith in
the words of our Lord, “Wherefore,
if (God’ so; clothe the grass of the
field; which to- day is and to morrow:
is cast into- the oven, shall he not
mich more clothe you, O ye of little
faith? Seek first the kmcdom of
God and his rmhtcouqnce&:, and all
these things shall be “added unto
you. ——(Jhuogo Alliance.

How comes it that the little vol-
ume, the Bible, composed by humble
wen in a rude age, when art and sei-
ence were but in their childhood, has:
exerted more influence on the hum'm
mind and on the social system than
all’ other books put together?
Whence comes it that this book has
achieved such marvelous changes in
tho oplmons’ of mankind—exalted
the condition of women—raised the
standard of public morality-—created
for families that blessed thing, a
Christian home—and caused its other
triumph by. causing benevolent insti-
tutions,open l:md expansive, to spring
up as mth thie wand of enchantment?
What sort of a book is this, that even
the wind ‘and waves of lxllnlqn pas-
sion obey it? What other enn'me] of
social iinprovement has opcrated SO
Jong, and lost none of its virtune! ?
Rm(- it appeared, many boasted
pl.ma of amelioration have been
tried and f:ulcd——m-my codes ofjune-
pxudcncs have nnsen, and run their
course, ‘and e\pu‘cu. Empire after
empire has been launched on the tide
of time, and,gonc down and expired.
But this book is sti]l going about do-
ing good—leaving society with its
holy principles—-(:hcering the sorrow-
ful with consolation—strengthening
the tempted—encouraging tire peni-
tent, calming the tronbled spirit and
smoothmﬂ' the pillow of death. . Can
such a hook be the offspring of hu-
man genins?  Does not the vastness
of its effects demonstrate the excel-
leney of the power to be of God.

——— e D ’

,Cavsk of JIxsaniry.—Drinking is
a’ main cause of insanity. ' Aleohol
lies to the brain, and not unfrequent-
ly dcthronos re.;son, and leaves its
victim a helpless idiot or a raving
maniac. Drinking parents often have
imbecile or insane children. Dr.
Howq of Boston, tells us that out of

300 inmatesiof an asylum there, he
knew that 147 had drunken parents.
In addition f(o deranging the mental
powers of otherwise pcrf’cctb sane
persons, drinking develops tendencies
to insanity that already .cxist. As

are grades between perfect mental
soundness and insanity. Kvery one
knows people who . are. “ eccentrie,”
*flighty,” or “weak-minded.” Alco-
holie llquon readily affect such, and
numbers of the inmates of our asy-
lums are people of this class who
have had the tottering- balance of
their, reason complet¢ly upset - by
drinking. ‘['\u‘) are driven mad by
anxictics on account of losses and
death  caused by intemperance.—
“ The Drinking System,” from Mac-
millan’s Magazine. )

] “’..l 1

Site was plnmp and beautiful, and hc
was wildly fond of her. She bated bim,

but womnnhke‘ she strove to etoh b!m.
Rownan

w~

the |-

there.are grades to insanity, so there |;

OGTOBER-

sphe month of earnival of al all the yoar. .
When Nature leta-the wild esrth go its way,

Aud apend whole 223019 On 3 single day.
The spring-time holds ber white and purpie dcnr.
October, Invish, flannts them fad and near. - . .
Tho Summer charily her reds duih lay ’
Like jawels on her costifest array; .
October, M-om!u! hux‘ns them on a bier, o
The \vlutLr hoards his pearls of lrosv. insign - -
Of kingddm, Whiter pearis than'winter knew,
or Emprdsa wore, In Egypt's anclent ey
October, fcastlng *neath her dome of blue,
Drinks at, .8 draught, slow filtercd through
buushlny ab‘ as In 3 tingling wine !
—Atlantfe Honthly,

—.-—-—ﬂw
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OU'B. OBNTENNIAL

BY MARY V. R(ICKW-ELL.

Arriving at. our dest.matlon thh
the usual aohmn void in the place
where nature no doubt -infended
brains to have been, and consequent-

'ly unfitted to find our destination,

tbough it had been blazoned in fire
before our very nose, it therefore

‘seemed little less than a special pro-

videnée to sce the imposing figure of
our anticipated host lgomma upay
the portals of the dgﬂ_pot Quickly we
were under his hospltable roof, and
banded over to the kindly care of his
sxst"r. Our young companion was
nut Feft to fecl himsclf a stranger in
a strange city, but taken with anoth-
er ne\&ly-arnv&d “party to sec the
nearest lion (Girard College), and.on
his return adopted into the fraternity
of boys {(who are mutual Free Ma-
sons), escorted to the the'ltre, and
finally making the sixth in the jolly
crew who ocuxplcd tlic same room—
and of course indulged ina pl]lOW
fight” in the morning.

“Ev ery-one up early; toxlets and
 breakfast quickly d:sp.\tched o be
in readiness for the “one-horse shay,’
which was quickly loaded up with.
five ladies, two gentlemen, two Loys,
the Dutch driver (invariably happi-
est of* the whole load), and last but
not least, darling little Eda, who,
ever chattering and laughing, wis
the crowning ﬂlor) of the ¥hole, and
always elected to ride in the lap of
“that géntleman,”—a perfect stranger
to her, whom she had divined with.
the unerring instinct of childbood to
be a nmnll/ man, Oh, those jolly
rides, clattering threc miles down the
avenues with noxcr-f.ulmn- fire of fun
and laughter, till we brought up and’
were (Iumpcd at the trysting place,
the Elm.st. entrance, opposne the

sGhost: Show!”

5 What happiness to wander through
tliat Alladdin's. palace of delight, the
Main Building, with its treasures
f gathered from many lands !— caughts
now by the weird light aleammﬂ
from' the great Hungarian op-ﬂ
tening to solemn grgan tonesLbcsxde
p]aahma fountains; I)(*ﬂmled now by
Joln Chinaman; now smndmd spell-

sepulchre; again wending: our way
where' -rentlc policemen stand senti-
nel beside Tiftany’s Golconda..
Outstrlppm(r the giant's ¥seven

e “mwed horses
l{ ronze han(l that

W onderland past
an'l past the giant.
holds up its hght guide belated
matiners upon the minfature sea :
alighting at the Turkish Bazar,where
a \lllamous-lookmg ¢hap with mag-
nificent black eyes and a non- de:crlpt
garment (was it trousers or petticoat,
1 wonder?) "qtnde:s atound with an
egg cup filled Wit black coifee, held,
like € harley Bates’ candle, in- a cld‘b
stick (see Oliver Twist), shouting in
stentorian tones, *look out!” com-
ing again with the same strident step
and voice, bringing a dish of five and
miniature pair of ton«s to.the aid of
some uifortunate  sw ells hvho are
making spectacles of thcmsch es try-
ing to smoke the great tY urkish pipes.
‘Tlome again, lnpp_y nd hungry as
children just out of 'school. General
rush next morning from second story,
of. hdu,s with Lalf-buttoncd dresses
and boots, and two boys from third,
a * volunteer (.ecort. of the host to
market,, But herg arose a hopeless
conunfl'mm.' The! parlor where the’
hats of "all had béen left over night,

ors of .this beleaguered eity) by
slecping guests, and mone were” 50
hardy as to arouse.them. But the
hostess and her sister (ever<kind)
found up for the Iadies’ head-gear,
would have astonished even R obm-
son Crusoe! First boy was accom-
'modated with a edp, which deseend.
ed upon his ears and remained sta-
tionary. Second, ditto, with a hat of
our host, who being of the, propot-
tions of Gohuth of G'tth the unfor-
tunate young- person dlsappc'ucd
under it Ilke a candle under an ex-
tinguisher; but with areqt. presence
of mind he extricated himself; and
\\edgl,nfr up the refractory file with
papcr, hastened to bring up the rear
of the procession, who streamed after
the amiable bost like the witches in
Macheth, Back again, to” breakfust
md our plo:;s:mt, morning ride.
- Roaming now, throunrh the Wo-
men's I’m'lllxon, ‘pausing beside the
“Dleqmmg lolanthe)” {medallion
in' butter.) - What ¢s the patent spell
of : this wondrous face?* Crowding
and being crowded in the Colorado
house tosee the stutfed animals (any
housekeeper could show those), and
the woman who shot them with her
»little gun.” - Now through the won-
derful Art Gallery, ‘wn.h its pure
marbles and glorious’ Lronzed'; 4and
here it was that, while lnt.oucaml
with beautiful pxctmes, Norwegian
suns,old burgher faces. lucious fr ults,
and lastl), wuthmrr in agony with
the poor wretch whow fect are being
burned at a slow fire (why allow such
@ horrible painting heré, which holds
lyou-with an awful fxecm'mon 1), that
; occurred to Madame Noodle to
160se Lerself from her division of the
party; hoping to regain them, she
hastened to the try stmg place, listen-
ing not even'to the organ tones or
tmklmn fountains. Resting some-
times beside great China vases that
owered above her head, interview-
ing the guardian 'mgds ot the stran-
d’t]’,

"'(.enllc policeman, tell, 1 pray,

s Have wy-party passed this way ™
Trying to feel very tall and very
brave, but failing;miserably; making

L would n't ery!” .
| burst into a hystencal Iatgh.' Just

 appalling, 80 we wisely' stay ed

]15- '

bound before t.he dead (‘hrlst in thel..

league boots ™ in ourjear ride through |-

-who wus also an.evaugelist..

was occupied (as are nearly all par: |

lamb was there kS t‘or at this Juncture,
mth! erimson chcgks and ;swelling

9

g |

S{lylnﬂ’
Whereat No. 1
here her portmonia’ was g sped by
an invisible ‘band, and tu ping '’ in
wrath she behe]d Mr. H , the

‘Tincorrigible of theparty.

Now a new diflienlty arose. Horse

‘Jand -vebicle were discovered in a

neighboring court-yard, but| the dri-
Ter was nowher«* The mcorrlglblo
proceeded with the greatest; sany
JSroid to take possession of the-equi-
page, notwithstanding a sh;_,ht un-

| pleasantness with the gnu.rg’han pro

fnu,,auq commenced loading itup; but
after his wife and little daugliter were
in, the other ladies demurred, alleg-
ing a dislike to being accessory to
* horse lifting.” Just here the driver
put inan appearancc, and r“ were
onece mord. happily on their. home-
ward way, the two' nooiles protesting
they would never be so rx ecdless
'lg'xm. . "‘
Shindy, on the third floor jat mid-
night; stalwart young: gentleman
startled hy the.apparition of a ram-
pant cat upon the footboard of his
bed. Up-and away again for the glo-
rious “Pennsylvania Day” Flags of all
nations flying’ from their respectw
buildings ; the chimes playing our
national airs; militia marching to
their dxﬁ'erem. State liouses ;- soldners
orphans from-the various schools,
and. most touching of all, a company
of veterans (ﬂentlcmen of distinction,

from their appeamnce) marching with

broken ranks, each'break markmg
where one .or more brave men have
fallen ; gay *West Pomters” finding;
time to flirt with the pretty g:rla.

The Governor no doubt was there,

but, it would take more than mortal
eyes to discover him in.that crowd.
The ﬁre-worl\s were said to have been
splendid, "but owing to distance we
did not try .to go down. To encoun-
ter such a _yam' late at night looked’
ray
and attended an entermmmmt ich_‘
was both *gay and gorgeous.” )
One more day. and we ‘must,. be
gone. Wandering up and down Ma-

‘chinery Hall, which is all Greek and

Hebrew to us; but delightful to our
yvoung companion. Pausing beside
the great Corliss engine, uttcxl) ter-
rific in its strength; suddcnl) it ceas-
es ‘its Iabors for the hour of ,ggen.
People lunch out of ;paper bags;
‘wheeled chairs roll ﬂentl) over the
toes of the unwary, and smart pollce-,
men spoon with the pretty girls, who
are for an hour released from the ser-

vices of this imprisoned g frxant

Towanda, Pa., Oct. 5 5 .6
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‘Acts THi: 825, —GOLDEN TEXT: Acts. vill: 21,
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_"Fhe death of Stephen c.mugcd a general
persecution of Christians. (v. 1,:* in that
day,”) and this in turn caused ‘a general
dispersion. through Judea and Sanaria,.
(V.'1.) This dlﬂperuon, however, was
overruled by God unto the advancement
of his kingdom. Tar and wide the seed
of the word was sc'\ttered (some of it be
ing carried into Etlnopxaé, and thus the
cnemies of rcllg,lon were made its greatest
fricnds andipromotérs. “The Devil thought
he was destroying thre little chureh, but

‘Le was only extending its influence and

increasing its numbers.

Chapter 8; gives us'an %ecount_of the
labors of Philip, one of the seven deacons,
It ;was in
this Iatter character, and not as a deacon,
that he preached. There is no evidence,
in. the record wf the institution of the dea-
cons (ch. 6) that they were 'niinistprs of
the Word., Their special function was
financial and eleemosynary. Philip went
to « (not the) city of Samaria (v. 3), prob-
abny Shechem, or Sychdr (see St. John,
:5), The events 1elated by St. John
were caleulated fo prcp'u-e the way for
Philip’s visit. 'There he preached and
wrought miracles of beneficence in con-
firmation of his mxsston Thg result was
-that the people with one accord gave hiced
to }hc words of Phl]lpl nud figs nt joy sew-
ed the, clt\.
Thxs brm-vs us to the cpﬁn:ie of Simon

- I

Magus. s I_Jl Fis characterand popularity.
Vs, 0-11, ¢
‘* Simon was unquslstiombly, according

to the text before us,:one of the men who
traveled thirough ‘the lcountxy in the ca.
pacity of fortuue- tellers, astrologers, and
interpreters of dreams; or who atiracted
attention and acqmrcd ir fluence as jug-
glers, or as men professedly endowed with
mlraculous powers to heal. ” (Lechler)
He probably belonged to both classcr,
combining considerable scientific Lnowl-
cdge- with the arts of legerdemain, Tra-!
dition va<cnbcs to hint an extensive ac-
qaaintance with Oriectal thcowphy'and
traces back to him'the origin of the Gnos-’
ticisin that so long vexed tho (fmstmn
Church; -

; +lis great p(vpuhnl y is dcscnbcd in vs,
10 11.  All ranks and ages of the naticn
gave attention to him, and. were amazed
at his skill and power.’ “This wonder
elothed #self in a phrase, whlch probably
Simon Lad used. of himself.  * This man
is the grekt power of (.od“, or, ‘‘this
man is tho power (angel) of God, which
we know ‘as the great one.””  (diferd.)
This means that he was a divine person,
or an un.m.ntmn from Deity. TIt,is hard
to determine wlmt he did really claim,
Early writers say that Tie professed to Le
the Logos, the Messiab, the Samaritsn
Archangel, and tl‘e power of God person-
ified. | - . "

V. 11, :Lsal"ns the reasoh’ for thc fact
Jjust smted ANl gave heed to him be-
cause foralong time he had astonished
them by his artg, aud they -could neither
qucstxon ‘nor account for them. Hence
they naturaily concluded that his preten-
sions were just. It'is no méan, insignifi-
cant man, thcrefore, who smnds before
us heie as-the representative of | paganism
in its first conflict with Christianity.

i1l
12-13.

Simon’s prcteuded'con\'verqion.‘ Vs,

ingtlectual attempts to get upon the
crowded cars from which people hung
like Lees from a swarm} receiving a
sudden poke from a Centennial cane
she turnefl to see the kind faces she

Hed Wasn seching; Bub anvther ¢ i!m

.'This state of things, of long con-

Philip. - The very people , whom Srmon

throat, came up Madame \oodle No. |
“ I—tlm—-thouhht I-—I ¥

tinuance, was broken up by the arrival of

-had duped, belicved his words boncornmg‘
the Kiugiom of God and tho hame of Je-
atie Chyish; and mro bsrﬁnd; both v

e people, without regard to sexor.

condition. It . is noteworthy that theso

| Gentiles, supenuuous and easily lod .
astray, were more ready, to: beﬁevethan "

the oWs. “This becomes more and mo. e
prominent as we. advance in the-history. '
How powerful is ' the gospel! ‘No snares
nor | oppositions of Satan m ‘resist it.

‘ever} those whom Simon Magus had be-’
wnc ed were bmgbthbeﬁeve,” (ch-

question how far, or-in wlxat sense, falmon
idyed the preaching of Phxhp" ‘Ttis’
-that he did not - believe wijth the
all that Philip declared concerning
ame “(i. e., the person, ‘the offices,
corks,) of Jesus Christ. (V3. 18, 20~
He believed only a part, viz: that
Jesub was the Son of God (i. e, ap efna-

acles|and rose from. the-dead; in a word,
he
kind of thaumaturgist thap himself. So
fnrh‘ could: go ‘heartily in entire accord
with hid prevxouh theosopbm, notions.
pare:}tlj‘, however, he believed just as the
others, and, as a sign of his professed
\faith{ was bapbized,by‘ ‘Philip; But this’
raices another question : Did Philip know

tial? Pl()b“t‘)]) not, as the gift of mira-’
cles did-not necessarily carry with it the
power of omniscience, Or.if he did, then

sufferance of i Judas.
other|question : why did. Szunon desire to
make a profession of Chnstxamty" Mr:
Barnies gives three reasons: (1). An im-
press
stems to have been convinced of this by
miracies of Pbxllp. (2). The fact thag
many] others were- becommfrz(,hrxstnnq )
and be went m‘xthh the maltitude. (3)

He h:Ld no rehglon bat it is clear (vs. 20-

Christianity to_advance his own power, '
conclusiy ely that it is not enough to as-
sent tb the truth and appear to obey it :5
we must lay it up in our he‘:m.s and prac-
tice it in ourlives,

III] The visit of the aposties. Vs..14-
17. ° The appstles bad remained in Jeru--
salem; v.'1., Hedring that Symaria had
recel\]ed the Gospel théy sentiwo of thelr
number—Peter and Johm, before associats
ed in tlm, history, (chaps. 4-3), cvidently
to mspcci and regulate the work, aud
give t‘o it apostolic sanction, But when
they reached the city where the. work had
pxmcxpally been wrought, thes fouud
(endcntl) to their surprise) that the bap-
tized com cris had not receiyved the gift of
the Hol) Spirit, which usuadlly -either ac-
Lompamed faith or baptism. Ience they
at onc‘e prayed for them that this testimo- -
ny front God might be nolonger withhéld. .
“TThe Holy 7 Ghost” mam"cst]y means tlie
extraordmnry gifts and power of the Holy
‘JhOSu‘, such as speakm" with’ tongues,
prophfsyxﬂ . working- ‘miracles — some
tangible, visible- .evidence .of the indwell-
ing of the bp.nt ‘Of the 1m‘§jn
this glft the layihg on of the hands of the
apost.les was the sign, and it certified it-
self i m\ outward results; else how conld b-g-
‘that, by, the laying on of the”

3

mon see
apostles® hands, the Ho!y Ghost was given
unto them (v. 18) 2 The object in be-
-stowing this gift of the Spirit was partly
aubleotlxe and partly objeqﬁv\; subject-
ive,-to strengthen their own fmth, dbjece- -
sive, th attest their rehgxon amonr' un-
behever_s.

IV .| Simon’s great ‘sin. .Vs. 1824,
-Did t%e apostle lay hands'on every bap--
‘tized gonvert? It would seem so. Then
Simon: imust have been included, and be
must Pave received the Holy Glost. This
would make his case dnalogous to Baal-
am’s, | : Why, then, ‘did Le offer them-
money ? Not that be might receive but con-

hisshands. He sought to mcren=e his thau-
maturgic power by this new accomph:.h
ment,) It 1s evident : that he regarded
PetcEr and Jolin as ouly grcatm maﬂ:d:ms
thag I
ly s
idne
ture
his gi

M 1if utter unspirityality land sord:
., He had no conception of the na-
f the Holy Ghost-and the design of
fts. His faith in Chnst was only
faith in a superior zon or demmrge. He
‘loved [money and practiced his arts to ob-
4ainit. “He thought the power of an
apostle might as well be had for a good
fee as

yer.” (]Ia;zry)

‘ Heteo * Peter’s' terrible rebuke. He
knew|that no child of God iand heir of
salvation could thus think of the gift of -
God. | But in this, matter Peter did not

but ef»ake a8 the mouth-piece of God un-
der the guidance of lus Spirit. “Thy
money perish with tlree ‘—or, literally,
“let thy.silver ﬁ)e with *thec unto destrue- .
tion.’
ver u
With
mone
pent.
coast
arta
let th

mil it perishes;" or connecting it
y. 22, we might road thus : “Let thy-
y perish with thee, “anless thou re:
" But evidently the 'most natural
ruction is that usually given : “Thou
ost man, in thy present state; and
y money perish with thee. This'is

startl him, and not an e\pxessxon of -Pe--
ter's |feelings towards' him. “The last
clause of verse 20 gives the reasonwhy
be spake of him as gomo to debtmchon.

more clearly. Thou hast no $jare —no
possession—in this word, (& e, Yloctring
ur religion). Thy heart is- um. anged,
and therefore evil before God. \%
Peter’s humanity conigs out, e Bas-spo-
Len sternly as the organ.of the Lord; now.
‘e speaks kindiy and tenderly as a man.’
*“Repent !’ He exhorts him to use|the
means of salvation, DBut he is nots re
what the result will be. - He has no reve-
1atign irom God'as to tlis poxnt,l.g.r{d he
questions in his mind whether or not this

ias.! 8o he adds, ¢ And pray God, if per-
hupa;\ ete.” And then he adds
tive what he said bt.fore in different lan-
zuage : ‘“For Lperoewe that thou art in
the rvall of bitterness and the bond ot,‘ in-
iquity.” The gall of bitterness means
the intensest bitterness of sin, jand de-
fotes the total and dezp corruption of [ his,
heart. The bond of hiiquity maysmean
cither the bondage or the "bundle of un-
nﬂlueouaness, and in_either case dcnotcs
the. completo slavéry of sin, f
The eﬁ‘ect upon Sxmon was only partial.
instead of’ praying for- himself, he asks
tbo apostles to pray for him. F.st.ll snEre
'of sinners. No fnends can pray usihto
the kingdom of Heaven.
in the request seems to. have been merely

punishment of 8in. He shows no inward
grief and hatved of sin. We-have -no evi-
dénco that the words of Peter produced
0(' life. -

V. The return of the apostlcs, v. 25.
Their work was done, and they went back
to the apostolic headquarters at Jenfsa-
lem. But as they went they preached

the glad tidings in their Ywn héarts. See
chap,-iv: 1020,
‘dwsll fn us yichly pan we it 1L
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“that Jiis faith was only- nataral and par-.”

*1 that Christianity. Was true. ~He ~

21) that bie was willing to make use of

iufluence and popular.ty This caseshows

]

rtation of -

imself. Nothing could more clear-

the advice of a physician ora law- :

express lus own conclusions or feelihgs,

is an unpardonable sin like’that of Anan- -

the_gospel in the villages of Samaria-
along the route. They could not restrain

.-

and women, - It wasa gtneral conversxou

t us'not despair of the' worst, when

natidn fron Deity), that he wrought ﬁm‘- )

lieved that Jesus -was only a higher

the cas¢ is analogous to- ‘the Saviour'.: '
There is still an-' _

fer eﬁtmordmm ¥ gifts by the layingon of |

a.dn ine revelation to Simon,’ mteuded to’ -

V. 21,,declares his uurenewed st,a.te still -

d now.

a mo-

_And his motive *

any reformzmon in his character or course

'

1
|’

legal and cowardly ~viz, t0. escape. the '

.‘.’

|

’&_

This mlght mean, “ Keep thy.sil- « .

If the word of 'Christ ..



