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will be forivanle.l by him to the Editor in charge
I'M' the eusultig week?;

Tx AssuNinvo the editorial chair again,
we wonder what the teachers think of the
Elocational column.
- We wonder because we have heard so
little from the teachers in regard to it.
The intention was to havea column in
thenewspaper, where all the troubling
-iinestions that harass teachers could be
freely and satisfactorily discussed. Thus
far very few communications have reach-
ed us, and very few practical questions
funleSs the mathematical problems can
be considered pradtieal (?) have been ask-
ed or answered. .;We have no doubt that
scores of teachers through the county
haye been waiting to see something prac-
tical and applicable to their respective
lEEE

The Editors are very obliging, and
would answer any communications sent
tliem With pleasure;. and would take it as
a favor if every :teacher in the county
would send us communications, orask us
questiohs about whatever. troubles them
most.

• The coluinn,thusfar has not been, in
our c,timarion; a 'very great success, be-.
catiNe it does not fulfill the design for
which it was established.

We would like, to see something on the
way to teach composition and dedama-
thin in our schools, or questions of like
import. that have troubled every teacher
almo-t at ,4,ine time in ther experience.

Wi• t,1.-trvetLin the REPORTER of last
k. •:t ni,t ice '01; me of our-best teachers

being, pr,,b,gted by having obtained a
`;tats sti tilicate. It must be a very great
honor to have a State certificate to hang
lip Int;ler a diplorpal from a first-class col-
lege. but really we- could -not feel very
iii-oud or it. when we consider the way in
which State certificates, are obtained.

We !dlottlii not eimsider it Wvery great
vi.r to le noticed in that way.

Eurrons : Perhaps„there is no
iitber class of persons in the world who
are favored with so great a quantity of
gisitl advice, as is perpetually lavished
pplin the teachers of the public schools.

ant not :it all disixised to question the
need or all this advice: and J ht?pe that I,
for oue,.-Itave profited somewhat by it in.
Inc day. And I propose. with your leave,
3lesrs.• Editors, to show my gratitude in
the most appropriate way by repaying
the f•tvor in kind: There are others who
hat e, of ought to hitve. something- to do
Leith mfr-schools, who nifty stand as imielt
in need of adviee'as.the teachers.

In that part of this county with Which
I am best acquainted. it is the custom to
bins. ill each schist] 'district, oily teacher
Gar three mainths in the simmer, at ten
or itvelve'daillars a month, .anti another
teacher fair three months in the. winter,
at twenty tat twenty'a•five dollars aamonth
—the teacher boarding around. At that
rate. the whole exlkiise of running one
schaeal is abOtt $l2O ;a year. If a majori-
ty,of the teachers in these neip,dtborhoods
are not as well qualified for the important
work which they 'leave to do as they

,should be. the pea,* ought to blame
themselves for it. If. on the •ather-hand,
satiny of them proved to be tolerably effi-
cient as instructors. 'notwithstanding the
small compensation for which they work.
till' 110Iple (aught tot batik Oat it. stars for
it. I believe, with t o te of the editorsof
the Educational Department of the HE-
Poi:VEIL that "a want of liberality, it de-
sire of getting something without paYing
its equivalent, stands in the way of edu-
cational progress in Bradford county
more than any ame thing."

The people of Bradford county are not
por. They could •ttffortl-to employ in
each district one teacher for six months
in the year, and to Pay him or her not
much less than thirty dollars a 1111 h
and board. If that were done. some of
lie•liest of our young teachers could af-

faml to expend sonici:tinie and money in a
more thatramgh preparation fair their.
work— a consummation greatly to be-
wished. It Wlllllll yt;i-y soon become near-
ly inipossitile for ap3i teacher who has not
passed a good examination. and, if he has
had eNperielay. dOes:not bear a fair repu-
tatirn as a teacher, for tints a sitnation as•
teacher in the puldit: schOols. And. what
is more. after qualifying themselves for
their wtark. rhev vta.auldlielikely.to follow
the ocetipation of teaching much longer
than thiay do as matters are at present,—

that•ist very much to lie de-
sired. There is now a great waste of the
ethicatiainal forcesTof the commmtity. be
cause many of thedit•st teachers, as soon
as they have acquired a little experience,
and have shown that they have a natural
aptitude for time Work of teatliing, are
forthwith promoted into ...antic more luct-a-
live, and at the sante time less useful and.,
important. oecupatiam. than teaching.

• The great improvement in the condi-
tion of the? country Schools, wffich would
certainly result froni such -an increase in
the salaries of the: teachers. is. I believe,
entirely practicable= fairly within our
rrach. AM' for rity part, Ido not expect
to see any marked progress of the schools
an the rural,districtsi- until something in
this direction has been done.

But at the same: thne, I am aware that
there is one serious difficulty in the way.
A large proportion (if the owners of pro-
pertY in the county, have no children of
their own to eduCate. Naturally, , they
are opposed to any considerable inCrease.
of the school tax. and they use their in-
fluence: effectually, to preveht it. They
think thjy are already paying enough to
educate the children of others. Ilene,
the school tax is likely to 'remain about
as it is. i -

Must we thetefore, conclude that the
• wheels of cducationalpi-ogress have been
blocked. so far as-the country schools are

? Not at all. In auy school-
district in which the parents of the schol-
ars. helievo that,, prOper instruction of
their children is a thing to be worked for
and paid for, awl- not mrrely to bc, lan-
guidly rrecived at. a gift from the hands
of gocrnmetit. what. is thereto prevent
the appointment, Of an dhl-fashioned
school committee, whyse duty it shall be,
among other thifigg; :to collect, by sub
scription or otherwise. a sufficient sum of
money to supplement the wages paid by
the directors, so that it may be easy for
them to secure the :4:rviees of an-efficient
teacher?

There is a great deal of btleug,th in old
habitb and cubtomb: But all progrebb
consists in the abandonment of time-hon-
ored but vicioub eubturns, and the adop-
tiou of better practices in heir stead.
The practice of dCpptling wholly upon
the Boards of Director; to =cube= out
for us Loth the diuwatity wad the quality
of the eclurati•tn ofour clad= alight, ha
most ofthe prospercim neig,labothocxls of
this county, be more honored in the
breach than in obsernce. Tho
schDal direc.Wra az:v 4cispa, great deal fccr
uk;;:is we 5.'424 A rct a}o.
lea ..

.•
I /11M _

.

00ZPOS:11701111
_ .

IVlere'iS•the scholai in our rural dis-
tricts who hasi not 'an aversion to, and
feels outraged when, the teacher men-.
tions the word. However thororigh the
discipline or histructionjn a school may
be, however, smoothly and harmoniously
the school work may be movingalong,
the word, eaapasition, mentioned by the
teacher, will Ouse consternation and dis-
approbation to-be manifest on the coun-
tenances of those pupils who are expected
to participate in the exercises. The dis-
like to this important branch of- (Anal-
lion, is the defective method of teaching
it. Teachers minire pupils to write com-
positions, _that are wholly unable. to do
so; and unless a pupil lias had some in-
struction and practiCe in composing, there
is nti use in' asking that pupil to write.
It would be no more absurd to ask a pu-
pil that has no knowledge of mathemat-
ics, to extract. the cube root, as to ask
such a pupil to write a composition with-,
out a series of steps, or a gradual prog-
ress.

. It is because it is not presented in an
interesting way. to the scholar, and the
consciousness of his inability to write, on
the part of the pupil, that he shrinks
from this work. The first thing, to be olt-
taMed in teaching children how. to com-
pose, is to get them interested in the
work, :tint in the second, to convince
them that they can do something Mthat
direction. ,

The wind, cui,lposilion, is to be avoided
by the teacher: call it writing• exorcise.
Seine afteinoon, when the scholars are
tired and uneasy-, tell them you want all
in the school that have slates, =Lean
write,-to. get ready for a miscellaneous
exercise. Let the teacher now write the
names of six or eight familiar subjects on
the black-baud, so that all the scholars
can sae. Tell your scholars to write
something about one of the subjects on
the btxtrd. To have your pupils knOw
what you want of them, give them an ex-
ample, or an outline, of what can be
written about some of the subjects, or if
deemed advisable, write one in .full on
the black-board.' Now have your pupils
decide of which one they will write, and
by a given signal have all .to begin; and
allow them to write only.five minutes for
the first time. • Tell them you want to see
how many words each can write, and
when the live minutes. are up, haVe each
stop at precisely the same time. Do not
.allow them to write another word after
you tell them to stop. Have each schol-
ar count the number of words hehas
written, and then tell them how many

'words each has averaged. This - will do
for the first time; have" them erase what
they have written. and then go on with
'your work with the school. No one has
seen what the other hasi written, and the
scholars arc pleased, and will look,upon
it as a means of recreation in the school-
room. In a few days repeat the same
thing, but lie careful to haVi': something
to interest each time After having these
exercises several times; you will be pre-
pared to take another step. viz : to exam-
ine the slates of several of the boldest
scholars, but make no corrections or crit-
icisms, but commend if you can. The
nett time look at a few more slates, and
so on until you have examined the work
ofall of your scholars. After they have
become accustomed to this. then !you
want to make some gimerai suggestjons.

And then you shOuld make some cor-
rection in each. and in a general way tell
them why. ,Now you should begiii to
teach the use of ,capitals. periods,
The next ..t,p is to get them •to write
(ni paper. so that corrections ran Is. made
more readily. (The teacher should fur-
nish it if the scholars have none: printing
PaPer is as good as any for this work).
When your scholars have adianced far
enough, have some .thein get up and
read what they have written,- amid so keep
on step by. step mita • all the sicholars in
the school mi compose..yeadily, and they
not think that the tdcher• is requiring
.something of them that.they are not able
to perfiirni—cspeeiplly to write "compo-
sitions.-

11y beginning in this .way; the scholars
du not realize that they are composing,.
and you gradually lead thein from one
thing to the (ither, and accomplish an ob-
ject in which you would have failed,, had
you required them to write a "roiap.o,l%,
tiom" "

There are manyadvantage.: in teaching
comp Psitioli to young seholars in this
way. which' ire will mention hereafter.

UNIVERSITY SCHOOL EXAMINATION
At a recent meeting orthe.,, McGill (ol-

kge authorities, the question was enter-
tained. ••:•liould the tellege undertake
school examinations siinilar to, those
adapted by O,funl anCir'ambridgC: in
England ?'• The decision was -in the
affirmative. To the Universityof Oxford
mu;:t be accorded the honor of first en-
gaging in the system originated about fif-
teen years ago with some Oxford gentle-
men. who, deplorhng the wretched state
of education in the private schools of
England. conceived the plan of institut-
ing examinationsof pupils -from these
schools by the Oxford professors, and of
granting to elder boys the title of A. A.,
and to the juniors a certificate if they sat-
isfy the examiners: • A Wide scope is

'granted in the selection each pupil may
make of the subjects in which to be pxam-
ined. This only is insisted On, that eyery
candidate should be well grounded in
reading. writing, arithmetic, grammar,
history, and geography. There is now
abotit forty centres to which pupils come
to be examined. The number of candi-
dates has increased. with marvellous ra-
pidity, and the advantages resulting to
parents, teachers, and scholars, seem to
be very generally acknowledged. Parents
have by these examinations a ready means
of testing the teaching power of each
school; they need not now be duPed by
the pretensions of iporant teachers—a
class of men -very numerous before theseexaminations were started, but now fast
disappearing. Good teachers arc pleaised
to have a definite programme upon which
to work, to have impartial and thorough-
ly competent men to judge their Work, to
be able to point to success at such exam-
inations as proof of their competency.
Pupils have a definite plan of study
chalked out by high authority, something
to work for that is working for.
Emulation is powerfully excited, and
to all but the indolent there is anenviable.
reward in the shape ,of a certificate or
title. The plan of Proc,eeding is this :

Somelarge town is selected as acentre, to
which pupils come once a year from the
private schoolS within a radius - of thirty
or forty miles. The examination is by
printed questions and written answers.
It lasts about a week, aiul is conducted
by a representative from the cniversity.
As we have said, the fullest poSsible liber-
ty is gives to caudidUtes as to the sub-
jects they may select in which to. be ex-
amined_ There is said to -IK; air entire
absence of bigotry on the part of the ljtii-
vtriitia. Cistuici,. or rzatLeiTati,:t.,
cam*, cr =oda: lauguai,c4, rza7
itaiy 01131a.r. -'44 Li a
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. rimer(' teachers:

EDWIN E. ge,INLAN. PIaN(.II.AL.
Anslent Lon-gunge", Afrahrimatico and Ei,gli4l,

Branches..
I E. L. HILLIS, A. 8..

Ancknt lanorapes,!Commercial and Scirodijic
. Branches.

(ART E. MERRILL, PnrcErrnt: , ..
Commonand HigherEnglish.

MISS MARY I. MASON.

41,,,Am0n and Higher English.
MILE. LEQUIN,

F ouch, Dratcing and, Paiid
MRS. O.IA. BALDWIN.

.1 (peal Jlastaand Yoke enitnr,

MISS MINNIE C. HOWEs.
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heating apparatus and arranged i n suits, with lash 4rooms adjacent to sitting rooms, far surp„lssisoz any}
previous ar•crimmodations. Tuition for slay stu-
dents fmnlift to 10 per term.

For furt et particulars address or call upon the
Principal. , E. E. QUINLAN. Towanda, l'a.

MILLER , Pres.llloard Trustees. [apri.;:s.-
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Proprietor.tm..14 I '73

D f N Ni ING ROOMS
IN .4'ON ,

NE. COURT
We are prepiregl to feed the hungry at.ati thudpof the il:}y aul evening,. Oysters and lee Cream fptheir sedisons.
Mari* 30,1"0„.

u••rl4 tcrrtt TIFF: BARY

D. W. SCOTT .5; )

N!,:W.ARLANGEM.EXII
0 TItI FIRST WARD BAKERS

MI Un- E. KIWREDGE

Having purchased lite tdock and fixtures of 11. A.(:owlet' Bakery. has refitted the astahllshment andpm-chased an putlrely

STOCK OF GOODS,
Stilted to the trade, mach as

eries„iTeuS, Coffees, Dried Fruits,
nue&Fruits, 'candies, Confecl-iionery,Fresh Bread, Bisctiit,

Rusk, Rolls, &c., Daily. •
A neat and attractive

ICI: CREAM SALOO,

opened hi connection with the fist:Mike-;.liere ladies and gentlemen can always findt cream and usher delicacies of the season

Tlff: DINING ROOM
c~en refurnished, and will at all tinter be sup-vitit substantial eatables. whielt will be served
pliable rates. Farmers and Miters visitingfill 1114 this a convenient placa to supply the
t)f the Inner man.

mArrr r.rtrrr'ncrn4;. April 23:71-tr
E IJ,ACE TO BIT I'ni' l.

HARNESS AND

SE. yixil'Gs GENERALLY
Is M P. DA:TON'S 'ln the store latelslocenpledJulius iWolft as a Clothing Store; Haring removedmy estlibllsbinent to more coniumllous slid enure-nient.quarteriz, I respectfully Invite icy old custo•
niers, and all in want of anything In the line of

.

HAI NESS -SADDLES. WHIPS.
SETS, &C.,

Vt gt%qme a eall, feeling falbtled that time the fa.edniell p0..q.e..s for purchasag stork,. I ran do aIwtter JO, afl a lower price than any other estalt-lioutnent In tbe cottuty.
Denrt forget the place one door below the oldstnul crf Foxl Flereur,
mayln,

MICO.
r)A'rrov

ijt S4iLZ—A valuable farm iuIthens laying 4'4 Milieu trout Ithons
and 3 Miles trout Waverly. Cuiltalus ne,
41tA4110143 aro In gruel and grain. A dairymra has been kept on 11, and there is base-tabling for that number. It has a gentle in-n to the south, and is warm, strong land.
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-L1 UNDRY &MA OHINH SHOP.
i• • •

-Tbe UndatidgwdMehl' purchased the Foundry
and Machine tibop lately.owned by John Carman,
areprepared toAo all kUtds ofwork appertaining to
their business; with promptness and dispatch.

MILL GEARINGS,
CIItCULAIt SAW MILLS;

MANDRILLS,
And all kinds of

Mill Irons trouleplorder,

And 4ork warranted to glso tatlsfactlott

SHINGLE -MACHINES
tif the latest and most Improved kinds manufactur-ed and kept constantly: on hand awl ready for me

PLOUO HS
z..11)E-uli.i.: IRON AND WOODEN I:I.Lt

of all kind.

cULTIVATOR.S,
COkIN AND PLOITMI

POINTS -

Of ;til 'the latest iMpttn,ofinent kqdnu bawl.

Of URN POWERS,
GAT AND .SMALL

STOVE. CASTINGS
CELLAR GRAT).›,

I.4•LED AND SLEIGH SHOES,
LAUGH KETTLES

.111,1 all kltn of ca.altiga fttrablica
31;mh 3IF.ANS

BL 0 0 & I'o AI I' ,A N y
Still continuo to anti their eeli•bratrd

HORSE POWERS & CLEANERS,
Alia will SOH a Iwtter nuteldne for less money than

'can be had elsewhere In the world. We claim for
our machines that • they will do ar much, or MOM,
than any other, and more 'dumbly built. We per-sonally staperhstenil owr:worlc and see that it Is well
done. We will send

DEscltif ,l4r it-E cATALoGrEs
of our 34clitnem ou application

ONE A: TWO HORSE POWERS,
One and tw horse Threashers and

Separators, Thresher and
Cleaners:

FANNIING MILLS,
ItrULATT. AND:DRAii; SAW MILL!.

Saw snd (.10st Mill work done to
order. • (live us a call before

purchasing elsewhere.
"0.). UIIOeRIVuu

"oh) (100711
.1ug.1.•65 •
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NEW ElticK 4..11;1:1AGE

lit 11,will rv•n ,tanlly on hand a full a—oit
molt of

FAMILY CARRIAGES,
TOP AND OPEN BUOGI ES

PLATFORM WAGONS.
TROTTING SULKYs„INI) SKELETON!:

\lath• of the best material and linidted in thy
city style. Ills long experienee In city rar-

, 'gage Factories gives biota decided
advantage over others in the

FINISH. STYLE AND DURABILITY

IK naemi•. —At' he a,h,

INSPECTION OF Ilia• WORK
Prevlon+ ro purehn•ing ek.•wvherr.

AI. WORK WARRANTED TO 61Vi
rERFECT ATISFATION

'batik Nil for the lil sral patronage •fortuerty ex,
l'tentletland respectfully asli a c.uitinuance unite

REPAIICING PROMPTLY ATI' kN DED To

vr RE:nuct:p rincEs

• HENRY STULEN
Towanda, Jan. 8..73d f.
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collilt 11

WAGONS AND CAR•RUAUES

Of every dtscriptiun manufactured

to oilier on short notice

JAMES BRYANT.

Towanda, March 26, 16,73

BBOOKBINDERY.The public is
Respectfully Informed that the Book Bindery

has been removed to the REPOILTEn Building,third story. where will be done -

BOOK BINDING
in all its carious hi:lncite, on terina a, it:az/made
at. the "hard 11-1 allow. The Bindery mill
be under the charge or

11. C. WiIITAKER,
An vsperlenved Binder, and all work -will to
promptly done In a style and manner which cannot
be excelled. Music, Itagarlacsi Newspapers, 014
Books, &c., hound In every style. -Particular atten-
tion will bo paid ,to MO' litgiug and iiluatug of

BLANK BOOKS.
to any de:tred pattern. whtch to rinaltr and aura
Witty will be warranted.
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