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Preqldent S Message. | may also be observed, judging from the present | be so, the Confederacy is a rope of and, to be

| indications, thet no probability exists of the | peentrated and dissolved by the first adverse

Feilow Citizens of the ke Senate and How se of I

Representatives ;

Throoghout the year since our last meeting,
the country has been emiuently prosperous iu |
wll its material interests. The general health |
bas been excellent, our harvests bave been
abundant, and plenty smiles throughout the
land. Our commerce and manufactures have
been prosecuted with energy and mdustry. and
bave yielded fairand ample returns.  Tushort,
no nation in the tide of time has ever presen- |
ted a spectacle of greater material prosperity

than we have doue until within a very receut
period.
Why is it, then, that discontent now so ex-

tensively prevail«, and the Union ot the States,
which is the source of all these blessings, is
threatened with distruction? The long-con-
tinued and intemperate interference of the
Northern people with the guestion of Slavery
in the Southern States has at length produced |
its natural effects. The different sectious of
the Union are now arrayed against each other
and the time has arrived, so much dreaded by
the Fathers of our Country, when hostile geo-
graphical parties have been formed. I have
1ong forseen aud often forewarned my country-
men of the now impending danger. This
does not proceed solely from the claims on the |
part of Congress or the territorial legislatare
to exclade Siavery from the 'Territories, nor
from the cfforts of different States to defeat
the exscution of the Fugitive Slave Law. -

All or any of these evils might have been
Sonth without danger to the
(as others have l.«'th,} in the hope that

efiection might apply the remedy. |
The immediate peril arises not so much from
the fact that the ir wcessant and violent agita-
tion of the Slavery tion throughout the
North for the lust guarter of a centary, has
at length prodaced its malizn influence on the
slaves, and i m with vague notions of
freedom. Hence a sense of secarity
ger exists around the family altar. e feel-
e at home h ven place to af
prehensions of servile urrection. Many a
matron throughout the South retires at night
in dread of what may befall herselfl and he
children befere the morning. Shoald this ap-
prehension of domestic danger, whetlier
or impginary, exteud and inten
it shall prevade the masses of
people, then disnnion will become inevitable
Self-preservation is the first law of nature and |
has been implanted in the heart of man by
his Creator for the wisest purpose; and uo
political union, however fraught with blessings
and benclits in all other re
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my prayer to Ged is, that he would preserve
the Constitation and the Uunion throughout
all generations.
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alone can
sutch a momen-
observe that the
election of any one of fellow-citizens to
the office of President does not of itself afford
just canse for dissolving the Union.
more especially true if his election has been
effected by a mere plurality, and not by a
jority of thie people, and has resuited from
transient and temporary causes, which may
probably never again occur.  In order to jus-
tify a resort to revolutionary resistance, the
Federal Government mast be guiity of ““ a de-
liberate, palpable, and dangerous exercise ” of
powers not grauted by the Constitution. The
late Presidential election, however, has been
held in strict conformity with itsjexpress pro-
visions. How, then, can the result justify a
revolution to destroy this very Constitution?
all require that we shall wait for some overt
and dangerous act on the part of the Presi-
dent elect before resorting to such a remedy.
It is said, however, that the antecedents of
the President elect have been sufficient to
justify the fears of the South that he wil! at-
tempt to invade their constitutional rights.
But are such apprehensions of contingent dan-
ger in the future sufficient to justify the im-
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i and obnoxious enactments,

passage of such an ect, by a majority of both |
Houses, either in tne present or the next Con-
gress. Surely, under these circumstances, we

i ought to be restrained from present action by
[ the precept'of Him who spake as never man

| spoke, that ““ sufficient unto the day is theevil
thereof.” The day of evil may never come,
unless we shall rashly bring it upon ourselves.

It is alledged as ovne cause for immediate
secession that the Southern States are denied
equal rights with the other States in the com-
mon Territories. Bat by what authority are
they denied ? Not by Congress, which bas

|
|
|

| and hostile republics;

wave of public opinion in any of the States.—
In this manner yur thirty-three States may re-
solve themselves into as many petty, jarring,
cach one retiripg from

| the« Union, without responsibility, whenever

never passed, and 1 believe never will pass, |

any act to exclade Slavery from these Ter-
ritories ; and certainly not by the Supreme
Court, which has solemly decided that slaves
are property, and, like all other property,their
owners have a right to take them into the
common Territories, and hold them there under
the protection cf the Constitution.

So far then, as Congress is eoncerned, the
objection is not to anything they have already
doue, but to what they may do hereafter. It

| several States for ratification.

any sudden excitement might impe! them to
such a course. By this process a Union might
be entirely broken into fragments in a few
weelks, which cost our forefathers many years
of toil, privation, aed blood to establish.

Such a principle is wholly inconsistent with
the history as well as the character of the
Federal Constitution. After it was .framed,
with the greatest deliberation and care, it was
snhitted to conventions of the people of the
Its provisions
were discussed at length in these bodies, com-
posed of the first men of the country. Its op-
ponents contended that it conferred powers up-
on the Federal Government dangerous to the
vights of the States, while its advocates main-
tained that under a fair construction of the in-

| strument there was no foundation for such ap-

will surely be admitted that this apprchension |

of future danger is no good reason for an im-
Uuion. It is true
that the Territorial Legisiature of Kansas, on
the 231 of Febuary. 1860, passed in great
haste an act, over the veto of the Governor,
declaring that Slavery * is, and shall be, for-
ever l)ln..lhl«t‘(l in this Territory.” Suachan act
piainly violating rights of property
securcd by the Coustitation, will surely be de-

| elared void by the Jdundiciary whenever it shall

be presented in a legal form.

Ouly three days after my inauguration, the
\nprw- e Court of the United States solemnly
adjadged that this power did not ezist in a
terrvitorial legislature.  Yet snch has been the
factions temper of the times that the correct-
this decision has been extensively im-
people, and the q'u«liun

angry poiitical conflict
Those who have .A])‘

ness of
pugned before the

has given rise to
thronghont the country.

i pealed from this judgement of our highest

constitntional tribnnal to popular assewblies
if they could, invest a territorial leg-
islature with power to annal the sacred rights
of property. This power Congress is exvress-
ly forbidden by the Federal Coostitution to

xercise. Lvery State legislatare in the V-

| ion is forbidden by 1ts own constitution to ex-

erciseit. It cannot be exercised in States ex-
cent by the peopie in their highest sovereign
capacity when framing or ameunding their State
constitntion

In like manner it can only be exercised by
the people of a Territory represented in 2
conveuntion of delegates for the pnrpose of
constitution preparatory to ad-
mission as a State into the Union. Then,and
are they invested with power to

decide the question whether Slavery shall or

prehensions. In that mighty striggle Letween
the first intellects of this or any other country
it never occurred to any individual, either
among its opponents or advocates, to assert,or

"even to intimate, that their efforts were all

hall not exist within its limits. 'This is an
wet of sovereizn authority, and not of subor-
1ate territorinl legislation  Were it other-!

then indeed wounld the equallity of the
stroyed, and the rights of prop-
y in slaves wounld depend, not upon the
aintees of the Costitution, but upon the
~hn'm~r majorities of an irrepressible territorial
srisiature  Such a doctrine, from its intrinsic
x:!;rum:;i: cannot long infinence any portion
of our people, m can it afford a good
the Cuion.
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pal violations of censtitu-
been commited,
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The most ible
1l daty
ynsists in the
at the execation of the Fugiti
It ouzht to be remembered,
for these acts neither €
lent can justly be held responsi-
ble. Having been passed in violation of the
Federal Constitution, i‘.n'_\' are (in'lrf:d'x‘,
All the courts, both State and na-
m th question has arisen
have from the beginning declared the I
Slave constitutional, The single
ception is that of a State court in Wisconsi
! this has reversed by th
per appeliate tribunal, but has met with
such universal reprobation that there can be
no danzer fr t as a precedent. The val
idity of this law has been establised over and
the Supreme Court of the
ted States with perfect unanimity. Itis
ded upon an express pre on of the Con-
stitution, requiring that fugitive slaves who
escape from service in onc State to another
shall be “ delivered up” to their masters.

In one form or other, under the acts of
1793 and 1850, both being substautially the
e, the Furitive Slave Law
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vain labor, becanse the moment any State felt
hersell acgrieved she might secede from the
Union. What a crushing argumenl would this
have proved against those who dreaded that
the rights of the States would be endangeted
by the Counstitation. The trath is,
not until many years after the origin of the
Federal Government that such a propoesition
was first advanced.

It was then met
sive arguments of Gen.
message of 16th January,
the nuilifying ordinance of South Carolina
to Congress, employs the foliowing language :
“The right of the pe eple of a single State to
abzolve themselves st will, and without the
consent of the other States, from their most
solemn obligations, and h.m.ml the liberty and
happiness of the millicns composing this Union
canunot be acknowledged. Such authority is
believed to be utterly repngnant bothto the prin-
ciples cpon which the General Government is
coustituted and to the objects which it was ex-
pressly formed to attain.”

It isnot pretended that any clanse in the
Constitution gives countenance tosuch a theory.
Itis altogether founded vpon iuference, not

and refuted by the conclu-
Jackson, who in hLis

that it was |

United States, all members of State Lezish‘

ture, and all executive and judicial officers
“ both of the United States and of the eeveral |

Apart from the execution of the laws, so
far as this may be practicable, the Execative
has no authorny to decide what shall be the

States, shall be bound by oath or affirmation | relations between the Federal Government and

to support this Coustitution.”

In order to carry into effect these powers, | with no such discretion.

the Constitution has established a perfect Gov-
ernmeant in all its forms, lezislative, executive
and judicial ; aud this Government to the ex-
tent of its powers, acts directly upon the indi
vidaal citizen of every State.and esecutes its
own decrees by the agency of its own officers.
In chis respect it differs entirely from the Gov-
ernment under the old Confederation, which
was confined to wmaking requisitious on the
States in their sovereign character.
it in the discretion of each whether to obey or
to refuse, and they often declined to comply

|

1

’l‘h is left |

with such requisition. It thusbecame necessary |

for the purpose of removing this barrier, and

“in order to form a more perfect Union,” to |

establish a Government which could act direct-
Iy upon the people, and execute its own laws
without the intermediate agency of the States
This has been accomplished by the COUalllu-
tion cf the United States.

In short, the Government created by the
Constitation, and deriving its auathority
the sovereign people of each of the several
States, has precisely the same right toexercise
its power over the people of all these States,
in the enamerated cases,that each one of them

possesses over subjects not delegated to the

|

United States bat “reserved to the States, re
spectively, ot to the people.”

To the extent of the delegated powers of
the Constitution of the United States is as
much a part of the Constitution of each Srate

| aud is as bindinz upon its people as though it

1833, transmitting |

| aores

had been textually inserted therein.

This Government, therefore, is a great
powerful Government, invested with all
attributes of sovereignty over the special
jects to which its authority extends. Its fra-
mers never intended to implant in its bosom
the seeds of its own destruction, nor were they
at its creation guilty of the absardity of
ding for its own dissolution. It wasnot intend
ed by its framers to be the baseless fabric of a
vision which, at the touch of the enchanter,
would vauish into thin air, but a substantial
and mighty fabric capable of resisting the slow
decay of time and of defying the storms of
Indeed, well may the jealons patriots of
that day liave indulged fears thas a govern-

and
the
sub-

nrov-
prov

I ment of sweh hizh powers night violate the re-

frem any language contained in the instrument |

itself, but from the sovereirn character of the
several States by which it was ratified. Iut
is it beyond the power of a State, like an indi-
vidual,to yreld a portion of its sovereign rights
to secnre the remainder 7 In the language of
Mr. Madison, who has been called the father
of the Constitation ; *“ It was formed by the
States—that is, by the people in each of the

| charge

States, acting in their highest sovereisn capa- |

the same

Constiatu-

city ; and formed consequently by
aunthority which formed the State
tions ”

“Nor 15 the Government of the United States
created by the Constitution, less a (Govern
ment in the strict sense of the term, within the
sphere of its powers, than the
created by the constitntions of the States are
within their several spheres. It is, like them,
orzanized into legislative, execntive and jus
diciary departments. It operates, like
etly on persons and thi : aml like them,
at command a physical toree for execut-

he
them,

’

it has

ing the powers connnitted to it.

been the

aw of the land from the days of Washington |

moment. Here, then,a

in which

nntil  the
Mear case is preseuted,
duty of the next President, as it has been my
to zet with vigor in executing this su-
preme law azainst the conflicting
of State Lewsislature. Should he fail in the
performance of this high duty, he will then
have manifested a disregard of the Constitu-
tion aud laws, to the great injury of the peo

pie of nearly one-half
Union. The Fugitive Slave law has been
carried into execution in every contested cas
since the commeuncement of the present ad-
ministration ; though often, it
gretted, with great loss and
the master, and with considerable expease to
ihe Government. Let us trust that the State
Legislature will repeal their unconstitutional
Unless this skall
be done without any necessary delay, it is im-

present

possible for any hLuomau powcr to save the |

Union.

The Sounthern States, standing on the basis

of the (.nnsmulmn, Lave a right to demand |

this act of justice from the States of the North.

Should it be refused, them the Constitution,to |
which all the States are parties,will have been |
willfully violated by one portion of them in a |

provision essential to the domestic security
and bappiness os the remainder. In that event
the injured States, after having first used all

| peaceful and Coostitntional means to obtain
redress, would be justified in revolationary resis- l troops, or ships of war, in time of pmce-

mediate destruction of the noblest system of |

government ever devised by mortals?  From
the very nature of his office, and its high re-
pousivilities, he must necessarily be conserv-
ative. The stern daty of admivistering the
vast and complicated concerns of this govern-
ment affords in itself a guarantec that he \nll
pot attempt any viclation of a clear constitu-
tional right. After ~|‘|, he is no more than

|

tance to the Government of the Union.

I have purposely confined my remarks to re-
volutionary resistance, because it has been
claimed within the last few years thet any
State, whenever this shall be its sovareign
will and pleasure, may secede from the Union
in accordance with the Constitution, and with-
out eny violation of the Constitutional rights
of the other members of the Confederacy.—

| That, as each became parties to the Union by

the chief executive oflicer of the Government. |

His province is not to make bat to execute the
laws; aod it is a remarkable fuct in our his-
tory, that, notwithstanding the repeated ef- |
forts of tho AntiS! avery party, no single act
has ever passed Congress, unless we may pos-
sibly except the Misouri Compromise, impair-
ing, ia the slightest degree, the rights of the
South to their property in slaves, Aud it

the vote of its own people assembled in Con-
vention, so any one of them may retire from
the Uaion in a similar manner by the vote of
| such a eonvention.

In order to justify secession as a constitn-
tional remedy 1t must be on the principle that
the Federal Government is a mere voluntary
as\ou.mon of States,to be dissolved at pleasure
hy any one of the coutracting parties. If this

it will be the |

enactments !

It wag intended t to be ]o*[w-!u , and rot to
be gnna . ; sare of any one of the
contracting p The old articies of con-
federation were entitled ** Articles of Confed-
eration and Perpetual Union between the
States ;” and by the 13th article it is express-
Iy declared that * the articles of this Confed-
eration shall be inviolably observed by every |
State, and the Union shall be perpetual.”—
The preamble to the Coastitation of the Uni-
ted « express reference to the
articles of Confederation, recites that it was
established **in order to form a msre perfect
union.”  And yet it is contended that
“mote perfect union”
essential attribnte of perpetuity.

But that the Union was designed to be

from the nature
conferred by the

States, havin

does

prtual appears conclusively
and extent of the powers
Constitution on
These powers embrace the very highest attri
vutes of the national sovereignty. They place
both the sword and the purse under its con-
trol. Congress has power to make war, and
to make peace ; to raise and support armies
and navies,and to conclude treaties with foriegn
Governments. It is is invested with the
power to coin money,and to regulate the value
thereof, and to reguliate commerce with foreign
nations, and among the several States. It is
not mnecessary to enumerate the other high
nowers that have been conferred upon the
Federal Government. In order to carry the

| ennmerated powers into effect, Congress pos-

of the States of the |

is to be re- |
inconvenience to |

sesses the exclusive right to lay and collect
daties on imports, and in common with the
States to lay and.collect all other taxes.

But the Constitution has not only conferred
these high powers upon Congress, but it has
| adopted effectual means to restrain the States
from interfering with their exercise. For that
purpose it has strong prohibitory langnage, ex-
pressly declaring that “no State shall
into any treaty, alliance, or confederation ;
creat letters of marque and reprisal ; coin
money ; emit bills of eredit ;
but gold and silver coin a tender in payment
| of debts ; pass any bill of attainder, ex post
| facto law, or law impairing the obligation of

| contracts.” Moreover, * without the consentof
Congress, no State shall lay any imposts or
duties on any imports or exports, except what
| may be absolutely necessary for execuating its
inspection laws;” and if they exceed this!|
amonnt, the excess shall belong to the United |
| States

Aud “ no State shall, without the consent
of Congress, lay any du!y of tunnage ; keep

enter 1nto any agreement or compact with
another State, or with a foreign power ; or
{ engage in war, unless actoally invaded, or in
such imminent danger as wilt not admit of de-
lay.”

In ovder still farther to secure the uninter-
rapted exercise of those bigh powers against
State interposition, it is provided “ that this
Constitution and the laws of the United Siates
which-shall be made in parsuance thereof ; and
all treaties made, or which shall be made, un-
der the authority of the United States, shall
be the supreme law of the land ; and the
Judges in every State shall be bound thereby,
anything in the Constitution or laws of any
State to the contrary notwithstanding.”

The solemn sanction of religion has heen
superaded to the obligations of the official daty
aud all Senators and Represeutatives of the

governmrents |

served rights of the States and wisely did they
adopt the rule of a strict construction of these
powers to prevent the danger | But they did
lmt fear, nor had they any reason to imagiue,

at the Constitation would be 8> inte l["t‘lt'l
as to enahle any State, by her own act, and
withoat the consent of her sistep States, to di--
her people from all or any of their
Federal obligations.

It may be asiced, then, are thes people of
:out redress agaiost the tyranny
aud oppression of the KFederel Government ?
The right of resistance on the
part of the governed against the oppression of
their Governments cannot be denied. It exists
independently of all Constitations,and has been
exercised ot all periods of the werld’s history
Under if old Governments hve been destroyed
and new ones have taken their place. 1t is
language in

the States wit

3y no means,

embodied in stronz and express

our own Dclaration of Independance. Bat
the distinetion must ever be observe!, that
this is revolution againstan estabhshed Gov-
ernorment, and not a yoluntary scssion from

st constitntionad right.

fairly in the

it by virtue of an inlere
In short, let us look the dapzer
| face + Secession is neither more nor thar
revolution. It may or it may not be a m~fm
able revolution, but still it is revolution
What, in the mean time, is the reaponsibili-

iUsSs

v and true position of the Executive ? U.- is
{ bound by solemn oath belore God and the
country ‘‘ to take care that the laws be fa itl.

| fuily exceuted,” und from this o ligation he
cannot be absolved by any human power.—

{ Bt what if the pelfﬂrm.mu- of this duty, in

this |
not ivclude the |

| Uunited
per- |

1 ta
: ! : | limits,
‘the Federal Government.— |

enter |

make anything |

whole or in part, lins been rendered impracti-
cable by events over which he conld have ex
[ ercised 10 centrol 7 Suoch at the present wo-
ment, is the case throaghout the State of
South Caroling, so far as the laws of the
States to secure the admisistration of
justive by meens of the Federal Judiciary are
concerned. All the Federal officers withi
through whose agency alone these laws
carried into execntion have already re
izned.  We no longer have a District-Judyze,
a District-Attorney, or a Marshal, in South
Carolina.  In fact the, the whole machinery of
the Federal (zovernment necessary for the dis-
tribution of remedial jostice among the people
has been demolished, .z:ul it would be difficult,
il not imposzible, to replace it.

The only acts of Congress on the statute-
book, bearing upon this subjeet, are those of
the 28th February, 1795, and 34 March, 1807.
These authorize the Peesident, after he shail
have ascertaived that the marshal with
posse comitatus is unable to execute civil or
criminal process in any particalar case, to call

1ats

‘an be

vy to aid him in performing this service, hav
ing fiest by Proclamation commanded the in
snrgents to ** disperse and retine peaceably to
their respective abodes, within a
time.” This duty cannot by possibility be per-
formed in a State where no judicial anthority
| exists to issue process, and where there is no
wiarshal to exeente it, and where, even if there
were such an officer, the entire popnlation
wonld constitute one solid combination to re-
sist him,

proves how inadequate they are without fur-
ther legmlatxon to overcome a united opposi- |
tion in a single State, not to speak of other
States who may pl.xcf- themselves In a similar |
attitude. Congress alone has power to decide |

amended so as to carry out more effectually
| the objects of the Constitution,

The same insuperable ohs:acles do not lie in
the way of executing the laws for the collec-
tion of the customs. The revenue still contin- |
ues to be collected, as heretofare, at the Cus-
tom-I{ouse in Charleston ; aud should the col-
lector unfortunately rcswu a suceessor may be |
appointed to perform this duty.

Then in regard to the property of the Unit-
ed States in South Carolina.

over these the uuthoruy “ to exercise exclusive
legislation ” has been expressly granted by the
Coustitution to Congress. It is not believed
that any attempt will be made to expel the
United States from this property by force ;
bat if in this I should prove to be mistaken,the
officer in command of the forts has or lers to
act strictly on the defensive. In such a con-
tingency, the responsibility for conseq iences
would rightfully rest upon the heads of
sailants

the as-

|
|
1
|

\

forth the militia and Hn,)lny the army and na | l""

limited |
| PY

The bare eunmeration of these prm‘ifimn'

whether the present laws can or cannot be |

|

purchased for a fair equivalent. ““by the con- |
sent of the Legislature of the State,” * for the l"" restoved
ercction of forts, magazines, arsenals,” &c , and | ity of the

has been invested

He possesses no
power to change the relations heretofore ex
isting between them, wach less to acknowl-
ed"e the independence of that State. This
would e to insest a mere Executive officer
with the power of recognizing the dissolution

South Carolina. He

of the Coufederacy amonz our thirty-three sov- |

ereign States. It bears no resemblance to the
recognition of a foreign drfacto Goverument,
involving no soch respousibility.  Any at-
tempt to do this would, on his part, be a nak-
ed usarpation. It is, therefore, my duty to
sabmit to Congress the whole qnestion in all
its bearings. The conrse of events isso rapid-
ly hastening forward, that the emergency may
soon arise, when you may be called upon ‘o
decide the momeutuons question whether you
poscess the power, by force of arms, to rompel
State to remain in the Union. 1 shonld feel
myself recreant to my duty were I not to ex-
press an opinion ou this important subject.
The question fairly stated is: Has the Constitution

from | delegated to Congress the power to q‘--rn'«‘»‘l State into

submission which is attempting to witl or has ac-
tually withdrawn, from the Confederacy ? It answered
in the affirmative, it must be on the principle that the
power has been conferred upon Congress to de “lare and
i i ction,

eral Government. It is manifest, upon an in
spection ot the Constitation, that this is not among the
specific and enumerated powers granted to Congiess
and it is equally apparent that its exercise is not ** ne

cessary and proper lor carrying into execation ™ any one
of th So far trom this power having been
delegated to « s t was expressiy refused by the
Convention whic h framed the Constitution.

It appears from the proceedings of that body, that on
the 31st May, 1787, the clause * euthorizing an exerlion
of the force of the whole againt a «quent State,”
came up tor consideration.  Mv. Madison opposed it in a
brief but powerful speech, from wi I shall estract
but a single senten He observed * The use of torce
against a State wor look more hke a declaration of
war than infiiction of punishment ; and would prebably
be considered by the pu,\ attacked by dissolution of all
previous compacts by which it mizht be boun
his mot
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United States. This appears from cc
history. In this connec Ul merely
to a few sentences in Mr. Madison's jnstly celebra
port in 1798, to lh' re of Virginia. In this he
ably and eoncln utions of

defended the
ceding Legis lu e against the stricts
other State

*tion,

01 seve

ily foung
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ine out
!.nul ¢ rn\:‘l‘n: mal remedies,
, to which the States were ant
he concludes

1to resort
* that the

me
1 such oceasions,
Legisiatures of th
ntation to Co
« of the two off
sented to their respective Senators in Congress their wish
that two thirds thereof Wi vld propose an explanatory

amendment to the Constitution, or two-thirds of them
~\<|\'l‘<, if snch had been thelr option, migh:, by an appli
cotion ta Congress, have obtained a conventi for the
same ohje

This is the very course which 1 earnestly recommend
in order to explain an * exemplary ameudment™ of the
| Constitution on tha subject of avery. This might
originate with* Congress or the State Lezislatures, as
may be deemed most advisable to attain the object.

The explanator endment might be confined to the
final settlement ne the true ¢ onstructien af the Constitu-
| tion on three special points :

1. An express recognition of the right of property in
es in the States where it now exists or may hereafter
t

aview to obtain a rescind
ive acts, or they miz

ht have repre-

The daty of protecting this ¥ight in ail the common
Tcl-ll ories throgehaut their territorial existence, and
| until they shall he admitted as States into the Union,
with or without Slavery, as their constitutions may pre-

This bas been ! scribe.

3. A like reeagnition of the right of the master to
| have his slave. who has escape |l from one State o anoth-
and ** Jelivered up™ to him, and of the valid-
‘ngitive Slave law enacted for this purpose,
together with a declaration that all State laws impairing
or defeating this right are violations of the Constitution,
and are conseguently null and void.

It may be objected that the construction of the Con-
stitution has already been settled by the S-:prelnp Couart
of the United States, and what more cught %o be requir.
ed? The answer is, that a very large propartion ot the
United States still contest the correctness of the deci-
sion, and never will cease from agitation and admit its

binding force until clearly established by the people of l

the several States in their sovereign character. Such an
explanatory amendment would, it is believed, [orever
terminate the existing dissensions and restore peace and
bharmony among the States

It ought not to be doubted that such an appeal to the
| arbitrament established hy the Constitution it<elf would
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be received with favor by all the States of the Cop
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severity and of ruinons consequences to all the an
| terests of the country, When we take a
| what was then our condition, and contrast t)

material prosperity at the time of the late p
| election, we have abundant reason to retur;
thanks to that merciful Provideuce which Ly ye,
saken us as a nation in ail our past tric s !

GREAT BRITAIN,

Our relations with Great Britain are of tie
1)’ character. Since the commencement ¢
tration, the two dangcrous questions aris
Claytwn and Bulwer Treaty, and from th
claimed by the British Government, have
and honorably adjusted.

The discordant coastructions of the ¢ 5
wer Treaty between the two Governments, uh ¢ ;“ ¥
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| view the proceedings of *ss upon the Leos
Constit It is suflicient 1o observe thit
action has removed the last vestige ol seriou
ary troubles. The desperate band receutly ases
under a notorious outlaw, in the southern por
Ferritory, to resist the execution of the laws s
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These greatly exceeded the pay and mileage o
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I FINANCES. a
{ Inmy first annual message I promiscd 10 r_' 0
i best exertions, in oooperation with Congiess £

the expenditures af the Gavernment within W67

| a wise and judicious economy. An overflowiis Q
| had produced habits of prodigality and ext™™ ol
| whieh could only be gradually correct 2
! quired bath time and patience. | applied 18
|
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