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:sirxt :—1 ask your attention for
oments, while I give you the result of
ghts upon the subject of educating
ings and sentiments—a branch of eda- |
;oo which has heretofore been but poorly
serstood or sadly neglected.
Erery prompting to act in the world comes
o the feelings alone. Adults as well as
iren always act by feelings. The intellect
gt an instrument in the aceomplishment of
s Philosophers have heretofore la-
pder the mistaken idea that intellect
se of feeling, and accordingly have
{ education to the understanding alore. |

o the error of this, we have but to look |
msaunds of highly intellectual men in
i, whose intellects are but scourges
It should be remembered that

1 justice are not sciences, and that
is not virtne. No one is benevo-
timid, courageous or haughty in pro-
his understanding ; nor has he in-
. or penetration on account of his feel-
Each affection, as well as each intellec-
wealty must and may be exercised for it-
Yet they are so intimately connected
levded in every action in lite, that their |
ous and united education seems |
pensable. Man learns to be just,
ut, courageous and ambitious, as he
-alculate, to measure, speak and re- |
The education of the feelings and sen- |
;. therefore, seems to be legitinate aud |
estionable necessity. {

¢ be said that this branch of educa-
suzs more properly to the dominion of
rrents,—that in the nursery, by the fire-
md i the field of business should be |
:it oabedience, virtue, justice, perseverance |
True, the parent is uunder obli-|

ths ¢
f tdc LU

tc discharge these duties at all proper |
nd nnder alt propitions circumstaunces.
Iy obligated to educate his chil-
her respects whea their own well
at of society may require it. Bat
ons are no greater in the one case
other ; for neither the child nor
any more interested in one branch
1an the other.
rs, again, it may be said that this
wlongs properly and exclusively to|
h think the charch entitled to
m over no braunch of man’s
it whatever duties in thisrespect |
fer obligation to perform all
sad out of the church are under equal
iischarge  But the church, as|
eems to have takes the faith merely,
belief of mankind more particu-

3 mder its care and guardiauship—leaving |
"H veiciiy and very lmportant matter com- |
ntvely ur 1 for and uutouched. Baut|
3 aims of the church to exclusive |
iis matter be good. We see
iay in seven, and but a few moements
it day devotedd to this very important
Tvducation.  The child listens atten-
5 isition upon some the-
: home as it
¥ wiction strongly impressed
’ nd, that instead of having its feel-
; ‘enated or disviplined on that day, at
B - { the natural promptings of its
The devotional feel-
ra led into activity, bat
\ I from excessive and injudi-
X t even they, many times, lead
t Moral precepts are freely giv- |
" Leard and the theory of right
B - ierstood ; but to the great |
it is, after all, but a theory, which |
Viokey ious, many times, under- |
& e upright and the good.— |
» S io right, and to be!
N rect “ple, they are of es-|
s they poiut out and illumine
it wihich they aiready have 8 strong de- |
. ¥ iravel ; bat to those whose feelings are |

Li—wlo cares little for right or wrong
pearls cast before swine. In
pt without practice—without

or discipline of the feelings and

e S Which our youth so mach require.

"B ° #uld pretend to cultivate the musi- |

&~ “-° T smply reading or hearing dis-
g the principles of melody and

o t not pecessary for this pur-

N I tanes, either by singing or

N 200 8 masical instrument ?

N * v

learn by heart all the princi-
“1 theories of colors, and yet, withoat

ning familiar with the colors
| know no more about their
s aod harmony than a blind

-
ST V7. D fust patient, persevering and
o =3t Wil no more produce justice, ps-

verance and beuevolence, then we
tand mathematics, chemistry or
being merely exhorted to study
of any kind mast be put into
i is alone is of practical use. —
o * 0t safely infer, therefore, that the
; ved through the tutorship of
is but a limited influence over
i0d passions of mankind

* izhtly or disparagingly of what the
% Goue in this behalf.

X0 3 great pioveer in the work of
-1 30d edueatiop ; yet aside from all
M} aod may be still doing, there is a
v . iargin left in which we may legiti-
* 34 profitably act.
Sacker who would make his papil
S oopuical schojar, pot only makes
: F»~.{he deBnitions of Lakes, Oceans,
_tliveats, Tslands, &c., bat he pla-
Tt cture of the whole subiect; be-

Dict:

o\E DOLLAR PER ANNUM: INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE.

| more than exhert to kinduess and benevolence.

{ those feelings and attributes in the child. If

| ment, without entering into and

| tare.

I wo'd |

fore him, that he may see, what he would oth-
erwise but faintly understand in theory. A nd
the most successful teachers go farther, and
make the student delineate upon the “ board ”
or elsewhere, the outlines, forms and relative
location of the various objects connected
with his study, and thus calls into active,
original life every faculty of the mind necessa-
ry to a complete mastership of the subject.—
If be would make him a good mathematician,
he does not rest with a mere exposition of the
rules and formula of the science, but he puts
him at work, compels him to develop his math-
emematical talent by the reasonable exercise
of its own powers. In short, we see no one
attempt to educate the pupils in his charge,
without putting them into the active practice
of those things he desires to teach.

The parent, therefore, who would make his
child benevolent and kind, must do something

L

As much might with truth be said of the sub-
ject before us—1I¢ has not been thoroughly tried.
In this connection I would present but a
few of the most prominent points of the sub-
Jject. Every teacher knows there is a great
diversity of feeling and disposition among his
scholars. Much has been said and written up-
on the impropriety, and impracticability, even,
of governing all by the same rules ; and valu-
ble suggestions have been made for treating I
children according to their respective disposi-
tions. So far as governing schools is concern-
ed, and to this end the suggestions have
usnally been made, itis all well, and much of
it may with propriety be applied to traiuing
and modifying their dispositions themselves.
Some children are introduced into our schools

whose great ruling passion is to gain the
praise of others. Teachers finding this to be |
the mainspring of their actions, appeal to it |
whenever stimulus is desired, and thus pam-

Objects of destitution and waut must be pre-
sented and the habitual bestowment of kind- |

. ness and charities must be required, in order

to call into activity, and properly develope |

he would make him weak, tired and indolent,

| he should permit him to encounter no opposi- |

tion—attack no formidable object—overcome
no obstacles which may be in his way, whether
they be physical, mental or moral, and the
eud is nearly attainad. But would he, on the

{ contrary, have him resolute, persevering and

energetie, he should put the axe into his hand,
and let him attack the forest, whether the ob-

i ject he encounters be the literal forest, or the '’

tremendous growth of wickedness and error
in our land ; and suffer him never to fulfer at
any undertaking, provided it be worthy and
attainable.

Thus the feelings and sentiments are eda-
cated ; and thus we sce why the mere preack-
ing of those things accomplishes so little.—
There can be no education or human develop-
doing those
things which we desire to have done as the
resuit of education. |

The intellectual faculties constitute but a
limited part of the human mind ; and we will
all agree that it requires the proper aud har-'
monious developmeut of the whole to consti-
tate a model man. Why, then, should a por-
tion of the mind be selected and made the pe-
culiar and exclusive subject of education ? As

| well may onc hand be taught its handiwork

and the other lashed powerless to the side.—
With as much propriety might the young
mathematician be tanght division without mul-
tiplication. In fact, it is not uulike society
with one half its members thoroughly educated
and the other half groveling in the grossest i
ignorance. All the anomalies of sach a socie-
ty may be seen in one Aighly educated, wicked,
brilliant, unscrupulous man.

How many thonsands are turned out of onr |
schools, educated in the popular seuse, yet |
without energy or efficiency in the world ;— |

| or perhaps with great executive powers, bat |

all uncontroled and undirected. We find |
nothing in the human organism, either mental |
or physical, but is essential to virtue, prosperi- |
ty and happiness. Those propensities of the |
mind which Phrenologists tell ns lead to vio-
lence and crime, are but the uneducated and
uudirected motive powers of the man—powers
which couastitute him an executive being. To!
encounter opposition, to combat error and evil |
and overcome formidable obstacles in estab-

|

|

lishing right, truth and justice, are their le-
gitimate functions, and when educated and
trained to that end in commoun with the intel- |
lect —lead to those results and to none other. |
The highly finished engine with its hissing |
pressure of steam is a noble machine, and is|
regarded as safe or dangerous, good or evil
aceording as it is guided in its onward course. |
If directed by the engineer and the track oan
which it is to travel, but little fear need be!
entertained as to the amount of execuative
power it may carry—the more, asa general
rule, the better, and the greater amount of
valuable labor it will accomplish. Its speed
and power is then regarded as the test of its |
usefulness, and of the triumph of its manafac-
But let it ran wild—undirected by rail
or engineer and the evil it may do is incalcala-
bie. Then, the greater amount of execative

| power it may possess the greater the calam-/

ity. Isit not so with man / Youtbs are ed-

| ucated in the arts and sciences—the machine-

ry is hed and highly finished in many of
its parts, vet the passicns and feelings, which |

| prompt to action, remain unedneated—the

propelling powers untouched. By locking
abroad upoo the world of humanity we can
see many a sad calamity which bhas resulted
therefrom

Martin Luther may be regarded s zood ex-
ample of strong, yet well educated and weil
disciplined execative powers. He early learued

| to combat error, to strike well directed blows

at religions tvranny and oppression. It was
not his intetlect that made him great, and en-
abled him to accomplish so mach for religions
freedon. Melancthon, bis compeer, was far
his superior in intellcetual endowments ; yet

he accomplished comparatively little in those!

strogzles. e was without energy—lacked
executive power—faltered at slight opposition
—disliked conteation, even for truth’s sake ;

vet all he spake and wrote bear the impress of |

scholarship and iamtellectaal discipline. Had
Lather’s strosg combative powers received a
diffecent impulse—had they been differentiy

educated aod trained in his youth, he might |
have been a pugilist ; and Melancthon with |

ordinary inteilectual powers, combined with his
almost total want of execative power, would
have beea & doit.

We acknowledge it difficalt to adopt any

i merous, and we need not look far into social,

. at least, control over their conduct ?

 inferior to every body else—who lack coufi-
{ dence in themselves—distrast their

| the lead.

per and feed it, till the child grows up to bea |
crawling, eringing sycophant—ready to sell its |
manhood to procure the smiles and praises of |
those standing above him. This class is nu-

religious or political circles to find them.

But while this fact is looking us full in the
face we should not forzet, that on the reverse
side of the picture are those who are almost en-
tirely indifferet to the opinions of those around
them. To such the appeal cannot be too fre-
quently made—their love of the praise and ap-
probation of others cannot be too often nor
too strongly excited. Public opinion is a great |
conservator, and holds thousands within the
bounds of decency and respectabilty ; bat |
this class grow up to disregard her high au-
thority, and many times publicly demean them-
selves without a blush. Now, may not a prop- |

| er course of discipline in our common schools |

materially improve both classes, and espe- |
cially develope and strengthen, in this latter
class, a weak, and appareutly, powerless feel-
ing, until it be able to hold, to some

extent

Others, agzain, appear on the stage who are
hauzhty and arrogant, who think themseclves
superior to those around them, and who, con-
sequently, disregard the rights, feelings and ia-
terests of others. Considering themselves |
about perfect in all desirable po they leave |
the school self conceited simpletons, and finally |
become vain, ignorant aristocrats of the world. |
To them the great principle of human eqaality |
is unappreciated or uukuwown. If powerful |
enough, and intelligent cnough, they wounld |
soon convert our government into a splendid |
aristocracy, in which the few, like themselves, !
would tyraunize over and eunslave the mass. |

Upon turning this pieture over, we find on |
the reverse side, those who fancy themselves

awn ahili- |
ties. They become the underlings of the world |
—possess mind but allow others touseit. In |
short they play ““ second fiddle ” all their lives, |
when they have talent sufficient to have taken |

" Why may not these feelings be ‘
modified ? Why not the one class be hom- |
bled, and brought to respect the rights and

! feelings, and properly value the opinions of

|
others ? and why not the other class b2 imbu- |
ed with self-respect——made self reliant, and to |
properly appreciate their own capabilities 7—
Aund all through a training process in our com-
mon schools. If not there, then where ?’—
“Sir ! it has not been tried.”

A want of proper respect and coartesy to
old people is a marked characteristic of the
American youth. Raudeness and impertinence
grow up with them, and we are not unfre-
quently compelled to hang our heads at their
conducs in this respect even when grown to

manhood. Probably, there is so |
easily modified or educated i as |
that of deference and respect fo ions |
and persons of the aged. FEducation in this|

! respect, was in times past tried, and although |

confined to outward appearances, and many |
times attended with awkwarduess and even
buffoonery, still, we are compelled to admit, |
that on the whole, it was prodactive of good. |
There can be mothing, however, iu kindness
and deference to old people contravening our
rights as men. We are not required, thereby,
to yield the right to a fair aud mar f
of our opinions on all proper occasions.
it should not be forgotten that there is a rizht |
way of exercising even the right itself. Teach-
ers, however, have many times driven their
scholars into the opposite exireme, and hav
become instrumental iu subdui break
down or driving into baseness many & nohle
and inquiring wind. 1 admire an inquirinz
and investigating mind, and respect the man
or boy who desires, aud has the wmoral cour-
age to stand up for and defend what he con-
scientidosly believes to be the tru/d.  God de-
sigued that every man shoaid do this, and to
this end he has given him the requisite de-
sires and powers And yet the child that
dare guestion the infallibility of some teachers
on any point, and that shows a dispositic
maintain his opinions, is informed that sach
conduct is crimival, and not unofrequently he
| is made to jee/ its eriminality by the indicti
{ of stripes. And while smarting under the re
boke be thas receives, he natarally tarns his
excited combattive powersand feelings to other
and baser objects. Why shoald those powers
be tursed from their legitimate and intended
course to find vent aad exercise in the fields of
crime 7 Ye, who fear a child’s investization
of your ipsi diri?, may answer. Coarviace by
| good argument or aathority that you are right,
or saffer yourself to be convinced that the |
| child isright, and the feelings are satisfied, and
| trath established in both minds A great

tion to

well digested system for educating the feelings, | man once said—"Shoald I leave o other in- .

It Las un-! yet we are, probably, not aware of the great

amount that may be accomplished, even with-
' out such system. But little has heretofore
been done, because but littie bas been tried.—
| Gen. Washington said 10 Gen. Lee, when be

] met the latter retreating with the Pennsyiva-
i nia militia from a position he was directed to

hold at the battle of Mopmouih, with the com-
plaint that his men would not fight : —* Sir.”
said the commander, pointing his finger siznifi-
cantly at him—* Sir vou Rave mof traed fRem ™

| heritance to my children, by the blessing of |
{ God I will leave them the inberitance of free |

of the subject. In
portion of the world, there is mach to call

competent teacher.

Again, it has been said that our common
schools are prolific sources of lying. Humiliat-
ing as it may be, we are compelled to acknowl-
edge that to some extent it is true, and on
the teachers a portion of the responsibility
rests. The uplifted rod—the frowning anstere
countenance—the rigid and viclent code of
laws which is executed with nurelenting severi-
ty, have driven thausands into offences worse
than those for which they wers to be punished
—such as lying in order to cheat the master
and his laws out of their “ponnd of flesh.”
Offences must needs come, but doubly respon-
sible is he who magnifies the offence by in-
ducing other and greater ones perhaps through
faar of bodily harm. Could we but see the of-
fender and the offence in their true light, we
would be less inclined to inflict blows on the
young and tender flesh ; and could we then as
plainly see the consequences which almost in-
variably follow,we would be inclined to forego
the practice altogether. If any course in the
world embitters the feelings, drives to lying
and deception, and stimulates to revenge, it is
inflicting pain on the body forthe errors of the
head. The practice was inaugurated ages
ago, amid passion and cruelty and revenge,
is continued at this very day, in many instan-
ces, from the same cause, and with the same
accompaniments.

While some are thus driven to deception,

| others are hired to disgrace themselves in the |
leyes of their fellows.

mind at this moment, of cousiderate youths be-
ing seduced to thos disgrace themselves, first
by acknowledzing themselves guilty of some
low offence, aud secondly by telling aun un-
truth in order to make themselves guilty in
the eyes of the teacher, and all under the
promise ot escaping punishment.

withstanding,—so these youths, when grown

beyond the reach of the master’s rod, persist
in saying that that
torted from them were in every particular

the coufessions thus ex-
untrue.

Bat let us turn to a more congenial branch
this, the most beautiful

forth the higher and finer feelings of our souls.

and
feelings

beauty. All the finer senses and T
which are capable of being wronght upon by

| sarrounding natore are most pleasurably ex-
cited, and the sources of that excitement are
1 so varied and numercus that we can rarely be-
| come wearied with them.

The broad and lev-

el prairie, althongh carpeted with the richest
profusion of tlowers, scon becomes to the eve,

what a dull monotonous sound is to the ear,
and ruzged scenery of the hills.

we soon tire of its motion and music. Bat in

{ the beautiful valley of the Susquchanna there

is everything to inspire us, and elevate our
minds to high and pure thouzhts and feelings.

Like Gali-
leo, who was coustrained to say that the carth
{ did not move, when out of hearing of his op-
| pressor declared that the earth did move not- |

Bradford County.
My predecessor, for good and sufficient rea-

son, as he claims, having declined to make the
annual report for the school year ending May
31, 1857, and the head of the School Depart-
ment having also, for good and sufficient rea-
sons, as 4e claims, urged me to prepare some-
thing in the form of a report for Bradford, I
undertake the task not knowing what to write.

Althongh I have no formal report to make,
o statistical tables to present, still I am not
willing that Bradford, & county with more
schools than any other in the State in which
there is no city, a county that numbers more
teachers than any other, with the exceptions
cited above, I say I am not willing that Brad-
ford shall not be wholly uurepresented in the
volume of school reports for 1857.

The law of 1854, says, that ‘‘ the County
Superintendents shall annunally, on or before
the first Monday in June, make an extended
report of the condition of the schools under
their charge, suggesting such improvements in
the school system as they may deem useful,
and giving such other iuformation in regard to
the practical operation of the common schools,
and the laws relating therefore, as may be
deemed of public interest.”

Now, it must be evident, that I carnot com-
ply with this requisition, because I have no
kuowledge what the Superintendent did do du-
ring the year ending May 31, 1257. I am

I bave cases in my | "t able to set forth the fitness or unfitness of

the teachers to perform their duties neither

| their faithfulness or unfaithfulvess, for I have
{ had no means of accertaining these particulars,

| al of the teachers of the county.

other than a general acquaintance with sever-
I cannot re-

| port the condition of the schools, because I

i the field is looked over,

{ pared.

and we instinctively turn from it for the wild
The ocean, !
! thongh grand at first, is of such sameuness, that | 2

stracted over it.

And yet, amidst it all, our children are for |

mouths, and even years, shut up within low
barren walls standing by the dusty street,
without a leaf or a bough to intercept the
scorching rays without, or to cheer the little
souls within. 'Why could pot our fathers have
consunlted their own
frames, and spared, in their hours of toil, a
few trees where our school hounses were to
stand ! Ob, why canunot tha present genera-
tion perform a little of the labor of which their
fathers have done toe much, and replace the
maple, the oak or the elm about the houses of
our children, aod thus render their school
hours more tolerable and pleasant?  Why not
the teacher hang brauches at the glaring win-
dows, place flowers upon the d i

ic m the walls? Th
on the feelings of oar littleon
They silently breathe into their impassive souls

up-

fduence
tant

IS most potent.

country howerver, there is such a coustaut and
coutinual change of jocality, aud consequectiy
limate and scener her finger ma
are not so appars: vet, even in our own laud,
the proposition finds proof.
Show me apeaple whose days have been
speut upon the arid plains of the Sonth—where
t of the

inbereat energies

the climate and the

earth combine to supply to hand the ne ary
food, and even raiment and
where meuntal and physical labor i3 rezarded

ym if ever called forth
re the

as gratuitious, and sele
f deratione of negessitr, and wi
t rest on a single
and magaificence,
I imm of a monoto-
nous life. and I will show vou & race, compara-
tively apeaking, weak, ignorant and debased
while those, whose lives have b

the varied aad beantiful scenery of the
have breathed the pure mountai
and drinked at her crystal fo i
the vecessities for labor have de
made strong the emergies of b and mind
are comparatively, Lealihy, intelligeot and
virtuouns.

But to pursue this suhject further at this time
woald be needless. We designed to notice bat
a few poiats, and leave the good sense of oth-
ers to supply the mivatia. Can we not do
more than we have leretofore done to cor-
rect the evils to which we haveallnded? Can
we not see the early beat of the young and
teader mind, aad traiu it, as would the plaat,

gpent at

who

talns—

| priociples and opinions, and the example of a | to beaaty, symmetry sad usefulvess? Tlat

manly aod independent defence of them™ 1! much is needed no one will deny. Taat much

would not be understood as maintaiving that | may very properly and profitably be done in

children should exercise that right as freely and | our common schools, towards training and
| as indiscriminately as aduits. Neither would | properiy educating the feelings aud seotiments,
| T say that they should necer exercise it. On | we entertain no reasonable doubt. Let mo
|'the contrary, I would urge the mecessity and | one say then, that he can of bimself do noth-
| impartance of their being sx-ouraged in the | ing, lest he render himself obooxious to the
| exercise of those rights and powers frequently, ! charge—* Sir, you have pot tried ”

wasted and worn-out |

! value of real estate.

i the holy influence of God's eternal laws. Na-
tional character, even, is moulded somewhat
by the power which nature exerts upon her

{ denizens. Her work, in this respect, can be
traced from the tropies to the poles. In this|

i est mountain in

B8 sibaann
i the caus

have not visited them, only as a fellow-teacher
I know not what account to give of the school
houses, for I have seen but few of them Not
having granted any certificates, or aonulled
any, I ean have nothing to say upon the topic.

It will not be proper for me toreport what
I intend to do when commissioned, for until
it is impossibie to tell
what I shall do. Still a report must be pre-
Bradford must not be left ont. If it
should not appear among the northern coun-
ties, our central and southern friends, may con-
clude that we have repudiated the school

A landscape of great variety andfbeanty meets | law.

our views whithersoever we turn. The eye cau- |
uot rest upoun a single spot,is thewhole sweep of |
{ its vision, in which there is not grandeur

Tue Corxty.—Bradford is one of the larg-
est cou: iu the Commonwealth, and em-
braces a great variety of surface and
The Susqnehanna river divides the connty ia-
to eastern and western portions. On the
western side of the river two large streams,
which ran nearly the whole length of that
part of the connty empty thelr watersinto the
river only ahbout three miles from each other.
Along these streams are vallers more or less
extensive, and between them are lizh, and in
some places preciptious Lills or mountains. De-
tween the two branches of Towanda creek is
a coal and iron range, and the hLill is so steep
that no passable highway can ever be con-
his feature renders the du-
ties of the Superintendent more laborious thaa
they wonld otherwise be, making it necessary
in some cases to travel thirty or forty-five miles
to get from one township to another adjoining.
The eastern portion of the county is also trav-
ersed by ecreeks, bat the hills between them
are not so steep or as high, and the towas in
that section are more easily reached. The
most of these moantaius are tillable to their
very tops, hence there is a great diversity of
soil, and consequently great difference in the
In Armenia, a newly
settled hill township. unimproved land is valu-
ed at ove dollar aud fifty cents, and improved
at six dollars per acre.  While in Athens, an
old township lying alonz the Chemung aund
Susqnehanna rivers, animproved land has a
valaation of three, and improved a valaation
of thirty dollars per acre. This, as will be
readily seen, must make a great difference in
the per centum of school tax. Armenia pays
a thirteen mill tax, and barely keeps herschools
open four months, and Athens keeps her
scho>ls open eight mouths with a tax of foar
aud oae-fourth mills on the dollar.
The inequality of taxation has a t
make so of the school I

law unpopn
lar in certain

soil —

local Many of our hard
workingz farmers are not suffi Iy kecn sight-
ed to see, why a man who is ouly able to par-
chase a piece of land worth bnt a doilar and
, sitaated on

per ad

to pay three ti
who can pay thirty dollars p
located in a pleasant vali
mark This he mast
children at sch iy half aslong. Itis but
fair to say, however, that
tem is not generally found to exist
in the distyicts where taxation is the most bor-
densome.
Oar coar

the onposition

school sv

land or New York, or the descendar
who originally came from those Sta

pecially is this the ease with the eitizens of the

nothern aod eastern sectious of the county.— |

We bave, however, large settlements of Iri
Germans, English, Scotch and Welch. This
diversity of orizin and rational character,
gives rise to correspoading diversity of opinion
and sentiments rejative to the method of eln
cating the rising generation, and iudeed as to
the propriety of giving even a common school
education to each aud every child in the Com-
monwealth, at the public expense.

Tre ScHoor SystEx — Notwithsts
unpropitions circamstances, and these inhar-
moaions elements, Bradford, as a whole, is be-
lieved to be at least ou an equality with her
sister couaties, as it regards her ed i
interests and prospeets, and somewhat in a
vance of several of them. Her inhabitauts
are mostly engaged in agrienitaral or mechan-
ical'pursuits, and are as a general thiug, ic-
dastricns, prosperous awd intelfigent. Tt is
not pretended that her sehools are all, or per-
haps soy of them, as good as they shouid be:
i gualifie]l and zealous in
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her teachers all wel
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zens all as active and energetic in this couse
as its importance demands ; this is not claimed.
The whole school system is, in some loealities,
disapproved of; in others, gestain provisions of
the law are cousidered unjust aud oppressive.
But after making due allowauce for all these,
it is safe to conclude that the cause is gaisiug
in popular favor. The oppositiou is becaming
less and less yigorous, as the beueficial resaits
of the eystem are being wore and more devel-
oped.

EsvcarioNat Acexcies.—There are in
Bradford some appliances to which the friends
of education logk with interest and confidence
! as aids. The Susquehanna Collegiate Insti-
| tute, located at Towanda, the county seat, is
| doing a good work in the educational field, by
sending forth, from its Normal department,
some fiftezn or twenty teachers each term —
There have been connected with this depart-
ment of the institution, ene hundred and for-
ty-two pupils during the three years of its ope-
ration. These young ladies and gentlemen
have not all attended a sufficient length of
time to become thoronghly qualified for teach-
ing ; yet sll have received mmch valuable in-
struction, and are better teachers than they
were before. Several have attended through
the full term of three years, and are compe-
tent to teach all of tie more advanced scicuces
that are nsually taaght in our high schools.—
The elementary or common school brauches
are well attended to by the students in the
Normal school department, and instruction is
daily given in the science of teaching.

The Bradford Connty Teackers’ Association
is also rendering efficient aid to teachers, as
well as to directors and others, engaged in ad-
vaneing the cause of common schools in the
couuty. This organization has been in sue-
cessful operation for about three years, and is
growing in popular favor. Its meetings, which

are quarterly, and held in different parts of
| the county, are numerously attended by il
! classes in the community where they are beld
and it is beiieved that in no instance have
| they failed to be followed by salatary resaits.
A spirit of inquiry aud a desire for improve-
: ment have thus been stirred up. whieh must
ally produce great good to the eau~e—
i many objections to the school law have been
removed, and much useful information has
been dissemivated by the addresses, essays sl
| discussions.  These organizations have hither-
to harmouiously operated together, sud the
schools of the eounty are already beg nuing to
exLibit the effects of their joiut labors.

CerriFrcatez.—T am not disposed to favor
any alterations in the school law that reqaire
legis!ative enactments. Permanency, stability
aud reliability, in a system of public instroc-
tion, even if it be not the best that it could be
made, are to be preferred to constant change.
People want to know what they are to depend
upon. Yet, while I would oppose any altera-
tions in the orgzanie strncture of our system,
I would at the same time snggest the proprie-
ty of having the Department change some-
what the form of teachers’ certificates, and

the terms and conditions wpon which they are
to be held. Maoy teachers may not be fully
entitled to “ professional certificates,” who
ought not, however, to be required every
twelve-month to present themselves before the
examining officers, and answer just about the
same queries, and receive the same kind of
a certificate from year to vear. Is not this
plau ealcnlated to make a furge class of our
teachers, and in many instances the best teach-
ers in the profession, dissatefied with the
. whole system of inspections ? Teachers of
iong experience, and of acknowledzed natural
and acquired ability, are thus not unfreqnent-
Iy oblized to come before a young, inexperi-
enced, and it may be, illy qnalified inspector,
and go throagh the farce of an examination.
would harve the avenues to the teach-
tehed and sedalous-
Iv guarded ; and w A, if possible, have
the standard of quali ns required by law,
levated, T would not require such teachers,
‘ as referred to sbove, to go through the form
ispection merely because the law re-
quires it.
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Worg 10 B Dove—Although 1 cannot re~
18t Aas becn dome, it may not be out of
r me, 10 closing, to express my opinion
as to the work to be done during the euwswing
vear. There are alwout six handred teachers
i ta be examined, and the same number of cer-
tificates to be issusd, three hundred and thir-
ty-one schools to be visited within less than
nths, this being the averaze time taught
vds of miles are to he traveled, and
nost inaccessible montains to be ascended
and descended—opposition is to be encoanter-
ed, kindly met, and patiently borae with—
ion is to he aroused and directed
u<e of popular and nuiversal educa-
stimalated to the
faithful performance of their ardoouns daties,
» laher on  agaiust Opposi-
t pav—teachers are 1o be urg-
! ed and persnaded, if possible, 10 qualify them-
| selves to teach and govern better—to be more
i more aseful—pahlic meetings are to
eszed-—teachers' assoeintions to be
s to e established and
i) * relative to
i and mubhti-
lered and an-
swered—ithonsanis of jesters to be. written,
' and thowzands of other things to be done, of
| which one nnacemainted with the doties of the
{ office can have no knowledze.  ludeed. fa fors
sidalde doos the amonu! of labor te be per-
formed in the county sppear, and o fearfad
i are the eonsequendes which are to flow from
| the taithfui or uafaithfol performance of thesa
| duties, that in contemplating  them 1 am ied
j to exclaim, “‘whois suficient for these thinzs 27
CHARLER R COBURN.
Ceounty Si}"!'l"'lft"".
Towavoa, June 3, 1357
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