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SOMEBODY.

Somebody's courting somebody,
Somebody or other, to-night,

Somebody’s whispering to somebody,

Semebedy’s list'ning to somebody,
Under this clear moonlight.

Near the bright river's flow,
Runuing so still and slow,
Talking so soft and low,

She sits with somebody.
Pacing the ocean’s shore,
Edzed by the foaming roar,
Words, never breathed before,

Sound sweet to somebody.

Under the maple tree,
Deep though the shadow be,
>lain enough they can see—
Bright eyes has somebody.
No one sits up to wait,
"hough she is out so late—
All know she's at the gate,
Ta

ing with somebody.

Tip-toe to parlor door—
Two shadows on the foor—
Moor 1t reveals no more—

Susy and somebody.

ing side by side,

|

Scelected Eal; |
THE BRTROTHAL,]

Fraxces Sevmorr had been left an orphan |
and an heiress very early in life. Her mother |
died in giving birth to a second child,
ch did not sarvive its , so that Fran-
1 neither brother uor sister; and her
r, an officer of rank and merit, was Killed
When this sad news reached |
, the child was spending her vacation |
s. Wentworth, a sister of Mrs. Sey- |
d henceforth this lady’s house became |
ue ; partly, because there was no other |
to claim her, and parily, because |
t Colonel Seywour’s papers, a letter |
found, addressed to Mrs. Wentworth, re- |
sting that, if he fell in the impending cou-"
d take charge of his daszhter.— |
s request, it is probable that |
Seymour was more infucnced by ne-
y than choice ; Mrs. Wentworth beipg a
woman of the world, who was not likely
tow much thought or care upon her neiee,
e received under her roof without un-
ss, but without affection.  Had Fran-
n poor she would feit her a barden ;
ut as she was rich, there was some eciat and

avenience in undertaking the

N 3
office of

r wealth could interfere ; for as |
g heiress grew into womauhood, the |
charms of her person were quite remarkable
enough to have excited the jealousy of her |
1 she had any ; or to make her own
she had not possessed one
moreover, extremely accomplished,
I-tempered, cheerful, and altogether what
s called & very nice girl ; but of course she
bad her faults, like all other people : she was
too fond of admiration—a fanlt which bhad |
been very much encouraged at the school |
bere she had been educated ; beanty and
especially when combined, being gen |
extremely popaular at such establish-
As long, however, az her admiress
ic schoolfellows and calculat-
ing school-mistresses, there was not much harm
doue ; but the period now approached in which |
there would be more scope for the exercise of |
this passion, and more danger in its indalgence. |
Frances bad reached the age of seventeen, and |
was about to make her debut in the world of |
f n—an event to which, certain as she was

aking numerous conquests, she looked for-

already

ments.

were ouly romanti

in preparations for these an-
ted tr Mrs. Wentworth said to
e day : ow that you are comiag out,
3, [ think it is my duty to commaunicate |
roi & wish of your father's, expressed in the |
r which was fouud after his death. Itis|
& wish regarding your choice for a husbaad.”
. “ Dear me, aunt, how very odd !” exclaimed |
L

rather odd,” returmed Mrs. Went- |
h ; “and, to be candid, I don’t think it is |
very wise ; for schemes of this sort seidom or

never tarn out well” i
* Scheme ! What = it 7 asked!
Fraoces, with no li

s you

o2 ther had 3
tw was as much attached all bi
a3 if he had been his brother.”
You mean Sir Richard Eliiott. I reme
ber seeing him sud his soa at Otterby, whe

girl ; and I oiten heard papa speak
terwards.”

i, when young Elliot got
ar papa, in co with Sir Rich-
! st used his res: to have him ap-
pointed to his own reciment, in order that he

Qae -
zat ) bim under hiseve. Bvths

i

T CV
ted with the
1 sappose, as

to his father.”

t 1 should marry

I : vyon are beoth disnosed. mot

Naerwise ; there is to be ne cowpulsion in the
[ O

“ It is a schome that will never be reakized,” |

'
22'd Frances - “for

O\E DOLLAR PER ANNUM INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE.

R

‘“ REGARDLESS OF DENUNCIATION FROM ANY QUARTER.’’

way. The very idea of standing in sech an rying bim, is another. For the first, Vincent
awkward relation to a man would make me hate Dunbar answered exceedingly well ; but for
B a0 the second, he was w#holly tufit. In spite of

“ That’s why I think all such schemes bet- | her little weakness, Frances had too much
ter let alone,” returned Mrs. Wentworth ; “‘but | sense not to see that the young lientenant was
as your father desires that I will put you in an empty-hedded coxcomb, and not at all the
possession of his wishes before you go into the | man with whom she hoped to spend her years
world, I have no choice but to do it.” | of diseretion—when arrived at them—after an

‘“ It does not appear, however, that this Mr. | ample enjoyment of the delights that youth,
Elliot is very anxious about the matter, since ' beaaty, and wealth are calculated to procure
be has vever taken the trouble of coming to their possessor. Her eyes were opened, in
see me. Perhaps he does not know of the  short ; and the ordinary effect of this sort of

scheme !” |
“ Oh yes, he does ; but, in the first place,
he is abroad with his regiment ; and in the!
second, he abstains upon principle from seek- !
ing to making your acquaintance. So Sir!
Richard told me, when I met him last year at |
Lady Graotley’s fete. He said that his son's |
heart was perfectly free, but that he did not 5
think it right to throw himself in your way ;|
or endeavor to engage your affections, till yoa |
have had an opportunity of seeing something |
of the world. Tae old geitleman hada great |
desire of seeing you himself ; and he would
have called, but he was ouly passing through

| awakening from an unworthy penchani—for

attachment it could not be called—ensued ;
the temporary liking changed into aversion,
and the attentions that had flattered her before
became hatefal. In accordance with this new
state of her feelings, she resolved to alter her
behavior, in order to dissipate as quickly as
possible the erroneous impression of the fami-
ly ; whilst at the same time, she privately

made arrangements for cutting shorther visit, |
and anticipating the period of her removal to |

the house of Mrs. Gaskoin, betwixt whom and
the Dunbars the interval of her friends’ ab-
sence in Russia’ was to be divided. In spite

Loudon on his way to some German baths, | of her stratagem, however, she did not escape

and he was to start the next morning.” |
“ And what sort of a person is this Mr. |
Elliott ?”

what she apprehended. Vincent’s leave had
nearly expired too; and when the moment
approached that was to separate them he

“ I really don’t know, except that his father | seized an opportunity of making hiz pro-

praised him to the skies.
now, and must be about eight-and-twenty.”
* And he is the eldest son ?”
“ He's the eldest son, and will be Sir Hen- |
ry—I thiok that's hisname—by and by. But
he's not rich ; quite the contrary, he's very |

He’s Major Elliott | posals.

There is scarcely 8 woman to be met with

in society, who does not know, from experience, |
what a painfal thing it is to crash the hopes

of a man who is paying her the high compli-
ment of wishing to place the happiness of his

| father.

poor for a baronet ; and I incline think that
that is one of the reasons that influenced your
Being so fond of the Elliotts, he wish-
ed to repair, in some degree, the dilapidation |
of their fortanes by yours.”

life in her keeping ; and when to this source
of embarrassment is added the consciousness of
having culpably raised expectations that she
shrinks from realizing, the situation becowmes
doubly distressing. On the present occasion,
agitated, ashamed, and confused, Frances, in-

{ fully res

i dozen proposals.

| them they arranged tl

| seives

{ er at his spproach ;

his commis- |

{ hint that be could 1
| ecate u suit which the younz lady’s evident

“So that I shall have the agreeable con-|

sciousness of being married purely for my mon-
ey. I am afraid poor dear papa’s scheme will
fail ; and I wish, aunt, you had never told me |
of it.”

assure you.”

“Well, I can only hope that I shall never
see Major Elliott ; and if he ever proposes to
come, aunt, pray do me the favor to assure |
from me, that it will not be of the smallest |

“That would be foolish till you've seen him.
You may like him.”

“Never: I could not like a man whom
I met under such circumstances, if he were an |
angel.”

Thas, with & heart steeled against Major |
Elliott and his attractions whatever they might
be, Fravces Seymour made her debut; and, |
however brilliaat had been her anticipations of

| the only bar to his happiness ;

stead of honestly avowing her fauit, which |

would have been the safest thing to do, had
recourse to a subterfuge ; she answered, that

i she had been betrothed by her father to the
That was not left to my discretion ; if it |
{ had been, I should not have told you of it, I

sca of his dearest friend, and that she was not
free to form any other engagement. Of

course, Vigcent pleaded that such a contract |

coald not be binding on her ; but as, whilst
she declared her determination to adhere to
it, she forbore to add, that were she at liberty
his positiow would not be improved, the young
man and his family remained under the
suasion that this prematare engagement was
and with this
impression, which she allowed him to retain,
becanse it sparéd him and herself paio, he re-

per-

| taroed to his regiment, whilst she, as speedily |

as she could, decamped to her next quarters,

| armed with a thousand good resolutions never

success, she had the satisfaction of finding them |

T

lized. She was the belle of the
d l)}' the

SCd-
son—admired, courted and envied ; an
eud of it, she had refused at least a
Asshe was perfectly
1

onger jeass

pendeut, she resolved to enjoy a
of her liberty, before she put it
of auy man to control her in

inations.

in the power | C
i ceased to miss the admiration she was aecus-|
what was amiable and good iu her

| house to the Dunbars’.

aif a]

Shortly after the termination of the season, |
some family affairs caled Mr. and Mrs. Went- |

worth to St. Petersburg ; and and as it was

| not convenient that Frances should accompany
t she should spend the in- |

ome es of their own con-
ug in the country, who promised
charge of her.

terval in
ueXxion resi
to take due

The first of these, by name Danbar, were |

worthy people encungh, bat unfortunately for
“ravces, desperately dull ; and the few neigh-

bors they had happened to be as duil as them- |

There were neither balls nor routs to

nda

keep ap the spirits of the London belle ;

|

tiresome drive of six or eighit miles to an equal- |

Iv tiresome dinver party, was but a poor sub-

stitute for the gaieties which the late season

| had given her a taste for.

Frances was not without resources. She
was & fine musician, and played and sang ad-
mirably : bat she liked to Le told that she di:
so. At Dunbar Hoase, wobedy cared for

'

again to bring herself iuto such an unpleasant
dilemna.

Mrs. Gaskoin'’s was a different sort
[t was not gay, for
the place was retired and Mrs. Gaskoin being
in ill health, they saw little company : but
they were voung, cheerful. and accomplished
people, and in their society Frances forgot the
her. She even

left behind

vexations she

tomed to ;

character—and there was much—regained the |

ascendant ; her host and hostess concratalat-

ed themselves on having so agreeable an in-

mate as mach as she did herself on the judi- |

cious move she had made, till her equanimity

was distarbed by learuing that Mr. Gaskoin |

was expecting a visitor, and that this visitor
was his old friead aud brother officer, Major
Elliott, the person of all others, Vincent
Dunbar escepted, she had the greatest desire
to avoid

1 eannot express how mnch I should dis-
like meeting him,” she said to Mrs. Gaskoin,
to whom she thought it better to explain how
she was situated * You must allow me to

| keep my room whilst he is here.”

| let things take their course.

music, no hody listened to her, and her most !

rocherches ftoilettes delizhted nosody bat
maid. She was aur abois, asthe French say,
and had made some progress in the concoction
of a scheme to get away, wheu an improve-

her |

]
|

ment took place in her positicn, from the ar-|
rival of young Vincent Duubar, the on’y son |

of the family  He was a lieutenaut in & regi-
ment of isfantry that had lately returned from
Y », ag in doty bound,

rtuizht of his three

home of his ancestors

the colonies, and had «

raf

to waste ten days or a

mouths” leave in the dull
As he was an extremely handsome, fashiona-
ble-looking youth, Frances, when she went
down to dinger, felt quite revived by the sight |

of him. Here was something to dress for, and

something to sing to;

 If you are determioed not to see him, I

really think you bad better go back to the
Duaubars for a little while,” answered the host-
ess ; “but I really think you should stay, and
If your aver
continges, yon need uot marry bim ; but my
husband tells me he’s charming ; and in po
of character, I know no one whom he es
mates so highly.”

But Frauces ohjected, that
so embarrassed and awkward.

“ In short, you >
pear to a great
Gaskoin. “That ispos
Masjor Elliott is only comir

thiuk we m'zht ob

she shonld fee!l

| troducing you as my haosband’s neiee, Fauuy

Gaskoin. What do you say? You can de-

{ clare yourself whenever you please, or leep

and although the young |
| lientenant’s conversation was not a whit above |

- 3 ]
the usual standard of his class, it appeared |

lively and witty when compared with that of
his parents.  His small colonisl experiences
were more interesting than Mrs. Danbar’s do-
mestic ones : and his account of a tiger huot

! more exciting than his father’s history of the
' run he had after a fox

Frances was an equal-
Here was an op-

i, of displaying his

y kind, as his father &id -
1t eves that alwavs looked briz
and a pair of pretty lips,
that poated when be taiked of going away to
fulfil an enwscement he bhad made to meet

iz at Brighton

2 pa

some f{rie
As was to be expected, nnder i

so propiticas, the yoong man feil

mach ia love as he could be with
himself + whilst Lis pareats did not naglect to

pot do better than to pros-

Pleased with the pros-

lity jnstified.

parti

3 R . & ood mat
vect of their son's making so good a maic
i

| they even ventared one day a dall jest om the

subjeet in the presesce of Frances—a jest
which, beavr s it was, roused ber to refiec-

r, of all things, 1 should dis- | tien. Flirting with a mso, and angiing foc

warriaze that had beea piansed ia thas | bis admiration, is ooe thing ; loving and mar-

i

the secret till he ke goes, if you prefer it.”
Franeces said she should like it very much :
the scheme woal f
smusement, and any expedient was preferable
to woing back to Dunbar Hoase. Neither, as
regarded themselves, was it at all difficalt of
execution, since they always addressed her as
Fauny or Franees ; the danger was with the
servants, who, however caationed to call the
visitor by no other pame than Mis Faony,
mizht inadvertantly betray the secret. Still,

if they did, a few blashes and a hearty laogh!

)

Iy to be the only conseque
e so the fittle plot was
and suecessfully exeented ; Major Elliott
entertzining the most remote suspicion that
this beautiful, fascivating Fanoy Geskoin was
hiz own fancve.

Whether they might have fallen in love with
each other had ther met under more prosaic
cireatr r A=t was,
they did =0 almost at Brat sight. It is need-
! hat Major Elliott extended bis
i i i the day or two 1 engzaged
for ; aud when Mr. and Mrs. Gaskoln saw how
matiers were going, they recommended 20 im-
mediate aveowal of the litile deceptioa that bad
been praciised, lest some ili-timed visitor shoukd
tanely let eut the seeret, which bad ak-
ready been endangered more thaa cace by the
forgetfoluess of the servamts: but Fraoces
wished to prolovg their diversion till she sheald
fnd some Bappy moment for the dru-wement ;
added to whick

T -
disclos

not

nees, there is no saving

h

h, she had an extreme curiesity

of a|

ud that yoa will ap-!

afford them a great deal of !
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to know how Major Elliott intended to release
himself from the engagement formed by Col.
Seymour, in which he had tacitly, if not avow-
edly, acquiesced. It was certainly very flat-
tering that her charms had proved su&iontly
powerful to make him forget it ; but that he
should have yielded to the temptation with-
out the slightest appearance of a stroggle did
surprise her, as indeed, from their knowledge
of his character, it did Mr. and Mrs. Gaskoin.
Not that they would have expected him to
adbere to the contract, if doing so proved re-
ugnant either to himseif or the young lady ;
ut ander all the eircumstances of the case,
they would have thought his conduet less open
to exception, if he had deferred entering into
any oiher engagement till he had seen Miss
Seymovr. Yt wes true, that he had not yet
offered bis hand to his (riend Gaskion’s charm-
ing neice ; but neither she, nor any oae else, en-
tertained a donbt of his intention to do so;
and Frances never found herself alone with
him, that her heart did not beat high with the
expectation of what might be coming.

The progress of love affairs is no measure of
time ; where the attrast, or maguetic rapport
(for perhaps maguetism has something to do
with the mystery), is very strong, one couple
will make as much way in a fortnight as an-
other will doin a year. In the present in-
stance, Major Elliott’s proclivity to fall in love
may have been aided by his persaasion that
she was the neice of his friend. Be that as it
may, on the thirteenth day of his visit, Major
Elliott invited his host to join in a walk, in
! the course of which he avowed his intention of
, offering his hand to Miss Gaskoin, provided
her family were not likely to make any serious
objection to the match.
tioning the subject so early is,” said he, *“that
in the first place, I canoot prolong my visit ;
I have already broken two engagements, and
now, however nowilling, I must be off ; and,
the second place, I felt myself bound to men-
tion the subject to you before speaking to
Miss Gaskoin, becanse you know how I am
situated in rezard to money matters ; and that
I canuot, unfortunately, make such a settle-
went as may be expected by her friends.”

“I don’t think that will be any obstacle to
voar wishes,” answered Mr. Gaskoin, with an
arch smile. ““If you can find Fanuy in the hu-
mor, I'll undertake to answer for all the rest.

{ As for her fortune, she’li have tomething, at |

all events—but that is a subject, I suppose,
you are too much in love to disecuss.”

“ 1t is one there is no use in discassing till

I confess that is a point I am too anxicus
aboat to think of any other.”
*“ Prepare yourself,” said Mrs

Fra: * Major Elliott has declared him-
self 1 husband, and will doubtless take an

v of speaking to you in the course of
the evening. Of course now the trath mast
be disclosed, and I've no doubt it will be a
very agreeable sarprise to him.”

opnorie

Frances, as nsual, was seat at the pianoforte
and Major Elliott, as usual, tarning over the
leaves of her music-book, she almest

were alone. Mr. and Mrs. Gaskoin had qui-
etly slipped out of the room ; and consciouns
' that the critical moment was come, she was
making a pervous attempt to foliow them,
when a hand was laid oa hers, and Bat
it is quite needless to enter into particulars;
such scenes do not bear relating. Masjor El-
| liott said something, and looked a thousand
| things ! Frances blashed and smiled, and
| then she wept, avowing that her tears were
{ tears of joy ; and so engrossed was she with
the happiness of the momeat, that she had ac-
tnally forgotten the false colors undet which

she was appeariog, till her lover said : “ I
' have already, my dear Fanny, spoken on the
sabject to your uncle.”

“ Now, then, for the denourment ™ thooght
Frances ;
for bringing this aboat, which she had forth-
! with proceeded to put into execation.

! * But, dear Heury,” she said, as seated on

the sofa hand in hand, they dilated on their
present happiness and fatare plans—* dear

ing that has rathe

. ;
e is one tl

“--r..‘_\'. th

plexad me, and does perplex me still, a
—do you kuow, I have been told yea

’

ndeed ! Who tald you that 77

“Well, I don't know ; but I'msure I heard
it. It was said that voa were enrazed to Miss
Sermour—the Miss Seymoar, that lives with

Mrs

Wentwortl:
o you }
interr:

ilerst
“Yes, 1 d

i “Osly a little 77

ott

pretty well. Indeed, to coufess the truth, I'm
| rather intimate with her.”

E *“That is extremely fortomate”
{ Major Elliott.

! “Then you don't deny the engagement ?”
said Frances.

:d and mine, very kindly expressed a wish
e he died, that, provided t was no
ohjection on either side, his druzhter and [
shoald be married ; but yon see, my dearest
Fanuy, as there bappens to be an ol jection on

s, the scheme, however well meant,

opp

Frapces with

* answered be smil-

Bat how do you know that, when you've
never seeu Miss Seymour—as feast 1 thowght
r had ?”
er have I :
as not the s

her hesband
" mid Franees, lasg

but I happen to know

test mtention of tak-

i § s}

MOZ al A2 Pecor

y, who, after all, bad takea ber
storm—*“ I suppose
how heard that she disliked the

you bate some-

| pever saw, sod whom sbe bad made op ber

migd she could pot love : bt memember, Hee-

ry, she has never seen you. How do you kuow
that she might not have fallen in love with yon
at first sight ?—as somebody else did,” she #d-

“ Because, my dear little girl, she Bappens
to be in love already. She did not wait to see
me, but wisély gave away her heart when she
met & man that pleased her.”

“ But you're mistaken,” answered Frances,
beginning to feel alarmed ; * you areindeed !
I Er']ow rances Seymour has no attachment.
I know that till she saw you—I mean that—
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“1 gave in to it,” said he, “ though I do vot
like jests of that sort, hecamse I themght, as
my wife did, that yon were much mote likely
to take a fancy to each other; if ‘you did not
know who she was, than if you met under all
the embarrassment of sech an awkward rele-
tion.”

During this little discourse, Major Elliott
had time to recover from the shock ; and be-
ing a man of resolute calmness and great seli-
possession—which quallties, Ly the way, form-
ed a considerable element in his attractions—

I am certain that she has no attachment, nor | the remainder of tie evening was passed with-
ever had any.” i | out,any circumstance calculated to awaken the
“ Perhaps you are not altogether in her con- | suspicions of his host aud hostess, farther than
fidence.” | that a certain gravity of tome and manoer,
“ Oh, yes I am indeed.” when they spoke of Frances, led them to ap-
Major "Elliott shook his head, and smiled ' prehend that he was not altogether pleased
significantly. “ Rely on it” he said, *that with the jest that had been practiced.
what I tell you is the fact ; but you have pro-i * We ought to have told him the moment
bably not seen Miss Seymour very lately, which | we saw that he was pleased mt!: ber ; but,
! would sufficiently account for your ignorance | foolish child, she would not let os,” ssid Mr.
| of her secret. I am told that she is extremely (askoin to his wife. e
{ handsome and charming; and that she sings| ‘‘ She must make her peace with !nm to-mor-
| divinely. { row,” retarned the lady ; but alas | when they
Five minutes earlier, Erances would have | came down to breakfast on the followiug mor-
| been delighted with this testimony to her at- | wing, Mojor Elliott was gone, having left a
| tractions ; and would have been ready with a | few line3 to excuse his sudden departute, which
| repartee about the loss he would sustain in re- | he said, he had only anticipated by a few hours
! linquishing so many perfections for her sake ;  8s, in aoy case, be must have left them that
| but now her heart was growing faiut with ter- | afternoon. 5 y
! ror, and her tongue clove to the roof of her| By the same moraing’s post there arrived a
'mouth. Thoughts that would fll pages darted | letter from Vincent Dunbar, addressed to Miss
| through her brain like lightning—dreadfal pos- | Seymour. Its contents were as follows :
 sibilities, that she had never foreseen nor ; “My dearest, dearest Frances—I should
| thought of. { have written to you tem days ago to tell you
| Vincent Dunbar’s regiment had been in In: | the joyfel news—sou little guess what—but

* My reason for men- |

dia ; she knew it was one of the seventies ; but
she had either never heard the exact number,
| or she had safficiently attended to the subject
| to know which it was. Major Elliott’s regi-

! ment had also been in India ; and it was the |
Suppose it were the same, and that |

{ T6th.

that 1 had applied for an extension of leave
| om drzent private affairs, and expeeted every
| bour to get it.  But they refused me, be hang-
ed to them ! So I write to you, my darling,
to tell you that it's all right—I mean between
you and me. I am nota very good hand at

I am accepted,” returned Major Eliiott ; “and |

Gaskoin to |

When the tea-things were removed, and |

lost her |
reath with agitation when the geatle closing !
of a door aroused her to the fact that they |

but she had formed a little scheme !}

“ Well, perhaps, I mar say 1 know her |

retarned |

* Colonei Seymour, who was my father’s|

idea of beingz |
| trammeled by an emgmagement to a person she |

an explanation paper, my education in the art
of composition having been somewhat meglect-
ed but you maust kuow that old Elliott whoin
your dad wanted you to mearry, is our senior
Major. Well, when I came down bere to
meet Poole, &s I had promised—his governor
keeps hounds, you kygw ; a capital pack, toco
—1I was as dn!! as dish-water ; 1 was, I assure
vou ; and whenever there was nothing going
on, I used to take ont the verses you wrote,
and the music yon copied for me, to lodk at
and oue day, who should come in but Eiliotr,
who was staying with his governor at West
Cliff, where the old gentleman has taken a
house. Well, you kunow, I told you what a
{ have seen that it was something more than mad-cap fellow Puole is : and what should be
!\en\!e_"!t.v that kppt her silent 3 but the h-_'bt ! dO, bct‘ tell Elliott thet I was going stark mad
fell obscurely on the seat t'iey ocupied, and he | for a girl that couldn’t have me because her
suspected 1othing but that she was puzzled dad had engaged her to somebody else ; and
and surprised. then he showed him the music that was lying
“ I see you are very carious to learn the se- | on the table with yonr name on it. 8o you
| cret” he said; “ and if my own, yousho#ld not | may gtes: how Elliott started, and all the
piue in ignorance, I assure you ; bat as it is a | questions he asked me about you, and aboot
voung lady’s, I am bound to keep it till she | our acqnaintance and our love-making; and all
chooses to disclose it herself. However, I | the rest of it. And, of course, I told him the
hope your cariosity will soon be satisfied, for | truth, and showed bim the dear lock of bair
| I bave ascertained that Mr. and Mrs. Went- | you gave me ; and the little rpotes you wrote
worth are both to be in England almost imme- | me the week I ran ap to London ; for Elliott’s
diately—they have been some time on the con- | 8n hororable feilow, and I knew it was all right
tinent—and then we shall come to a general | And it is all right, my darling ; for he says
| understanding. In the meantime, my dearest | he wouldn't stand in the way of our happiness
Fanny: » for tize world, or marry 8 woman whose affec-
Buat Frances, unable longer to control her | tions were not all hisown. And he'll speak
| agitation, took advantage of a slight noise in | t0 your suut for us, and get it all settied as
| the hall, to say that Mr. and Mrs. (askoin | s0on as she comes back.” &ec., &e.
| were coming ; and before he had time to finish | The paper dropped from poor Frances Sey-
| his sentence, she started to her feet, and rush- | mour’s hands. She comprebended enough of
| ed out of the room. Major Elliott's character to see that all was
| On the other side of the hall was Mrs, Gas- | over. Bat for the oulortanate jest they had
koin's boudoir, where she and her hasband | practiced on him, sa explanation would neces:
were sitting over the fire, awaiting the resuit | sarily have ensged the moment he mentioned
of the fetz-a-tete in the drawing room. Vincent's name to ber ; but that unlucky de-
“ Well 7 said they, rising asthe door open- | ception had eomplicated the mischief beyoud
{ed and a pale face looked in. * Is it ail set- | repaif. It was now too late to tell him that
! tled 7 she did not love Vincent ; be woald only think
“ Ask me nothing now, I beseech vou !” | het false or fickle. A womsn who eould act
{ said Frances, “ I'm going to my room : tell | as she had done, or as she appezated to have
Major Elliott I am not well ; say 'm agita- | dove, was no wife for Henry Eiliott.  ~
ted—anything von like ; bot remember he! There i3 po saging, but it is jost possibie,
still thinks me Fanny Gaskoin——" | that an entire confidence placed in Mr. Gas-
“ But oy dear gifl, [ eannot permit that de- | koin might have led to a happier issme ; but
ception to be carried any further : it has last- | her own conviction that her position was irre-
ed too long alreadr,” said Mi. Gaskoin.
“ Only to pight !” s2id Frances
“Itis not fair to Major Elliott,” orged
! Mrs. Gaskoin,
| * Only to nizht {" reiterated Frauces
“There ! he’s coming ; I hear his step in
the hall ! Let me ont this way;” and =0 say-
ing, she darted omt of door that led to the
backstsirs, and disappeared.
** She bas refused him !” said Mrs. Gaskoin
“ ¥ confess 1 am amazed.”

| the two officers were acquainted—and snppose
| they had met since Vincent’s departure from
{ Dunbar House! The yourg man had occa-
i sionally spoken to her of his brother officers ;
{ she remembered Poole, and Wainwright, and
Carter ; and name of Elliott he had certainiy
| not mentioned ; bat it was naturaily of his
! own frinds and companions he spoke, not of
| the field-officers. Then, when she told him
hat had been betrothed by her father, she
t said to whom ; but might he not, by
some uslucky chance, have found that ont?
| And might not an explanation have ensued !
Could Major Elliott have distinetly discov-
ered the expression of her featares, he wonld

t eoverable, her hopelessness and her pride clos-
| ed her lips. Her friends saw that {Lere wa<
something wrong ; atd when a few lines from
Masjor Eiliott announced hiz immediate depar-
'tgre for Paris, they concluded that some

strange mystery had divided the lovers, and
clouded the hopefal futare that for s short pe-
riod had promised so brightly.
Vincent Danbar was mot 2 man to break
is hearth at the disappoinment, which it ia
needless to say awaited him. Lougz year: af-
Bat Major Elliott met them with a smiling | terwards, wken Sir Henry Elliott was pot on-
face ** What has become of Frances ™ said Iy married, but Lad daughters coming ont in
| he. | world, ke, one day at a dinuer party, sat pext
“ 8he rached in o us in a state of violent toa pale faced middle-aged lady, whose stiil
agitation, and begoed we woanld tell you that beaatifal featares, combined with the quiet,
| she is pot well, and is gone 1o her ro>m. I'm  almost grave elezance of her toilet, bad al-
afraid the resglt of sour interview has not been | ready attracted his attention in the drawing-
' what we expected.” foom. It was a comantenance of perfect seren-
| “ On the contrary,” returned Maj. Elliott ety ; bmt nc obeerving eye could look at it with-
' you most both congratalate me on my good out feeling that that was a seremity not
fortuge” " Silly gith {7 said Mr. Gaskoin, born of jox, bat of sadness—a calm that had
shaking his friend heartily by the hand “ 1 succeeded a-siorm—a peace won by a grea:
sce what it is ; she is pervows abouot a Yttle battle. Sir Henty felt pleased when be saw
deception we you.” that the fortames of the dinmer table had plae-

“ A decep od him beside this lady , and they Lad not
Wby, you been lonz seated before he took an opportani-
told Frances tl ty of addressing her. Her erelids fell as she

wer him : but thefe was a sweet
on her lip—a smile that awoke
strange lection, and made his beart fora
stand still. For sune wminates be did not
speak agmin, uer she either ; when he did i
was to ask her, in 2 low gentle voice, to take
wine with bim. The Iady’s band shook visibly
as she raised her glass ; bat, after a shos
terval, the sarpeiss and the pang passed away
ani they conversed calmly oa geveral su')jccis
lie otaer people in society.

Whea Sir Heary retarned to the drawinz-
room, the pale-faced lady was wome ; sad a
few days sfterwands, the Jlerming [Dos? a

| nounced amosg its departures thai Miss Ser-

oljected to meeting yos— turn

“Indeed ! Oa what account 77 moarafu

*“ Yoa bave uever suspected aaything?
said Mr. Gaskoin, scarcely repressing nis laagh-
ter

“Suspectesd saything ? No.”

“ ki haz pever by chaner occured to you thas
this bewitching neice of mine is———~

“Iwhat 7

* Your betrothed lady, forexample Frao-
ces Scymour.

Major Elflott's cheeksand lips turned sever-
al sikades paler ; bat the candies were not
iighted, aud his iriends did vot remark the
chanze.

* Frances Sermour I ke echoud. ; mour bad lefi Londoa for the ceniizent

“ That is the precise state of caase, 1 assare | e e e o
yon ;" and then Mr. Gaskoin proceeded to ex- ‘
plain bow ths deveption came to be practiced

t iu-

255~ The thoazhtiess aod impatient shat therr
eves to dan-er. rather than !sbor to avert it
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