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A LIFE SONG.

BY SYRIL PARK.
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for his club, determined to discover some means
of being introduced, in due form, to Miss Lang-
ley, before he <lept that mwht though he
should travel round the whole c.rcle of hls ac-
quaintanee, high and low, rich and poor, in
making the attcmpt, Arrived at the club, he
hcwuu to inquire resolutely, in all directions,
fnr a friend who knew Mr. Langley, of Lang-
ley Hall.  ITe disturbed ':nctm»olmc went Ie-
men at their dinner ; he interrupted a; m(-ultn-
ral men who were moaning over the laﬂhpuh
i of the harvest ; he startied literary gentlemen,
{ who were tlu‘p in the eritical lll\\ltrl 's of the
| last Review ; he invaded billiard room, dress-
| ing room, smoking room ; he was more like a
5 frantic umnstcrlu.l whipper in, hunting up stray
| members for a division, than an onlm.m man;
and the oftener he was defeated in his object,
the more determined he was to sueceed. At
['last, just as he was standing in the hall of the
‘ dul: house, thinking where he should =o next,
a friend entered, w ho at once relieved him of |
1 all his difficulties—a precions and inestim: lhlv‘
: man, who was on intimate terms with Mr.
Langley, and had been lately staying at T
ley Hall. o this friend all the lover’s cares
.uul anxieties were at once confided ; aud a |
! fitter depository for such secrets of the heart
could hardly have been found. He made no
jnk: fur h\‘ was not a bachelor ; he abstained
| from shaking his head and recommending pra-
deunce, for lu was not a scasoned hushand or
an ex [Cru wced widower ; what he really did,
was t i his frieud’s
] in that
I » maule sex
a proper interest in mate
's a newly nfarried man,
Two days after, Mr. Streatfield was the
rtals ; he was introduced to the
( to Miss Jane Langley. Ie
really enjoved the priceless privilege of looking
once more on the face in the baleony, and
luw\.ll"‘ on it aimost as often as he w I\Ih d. It
was perfect Elysium.  Mr. and Mrs. Langley
saw little or no co v. Miss Jane was al-
onopolized ; the lizht
of her beanty day after day for Her
.nln rer and his love blossomed in it, as |
ast as flowers in a hot-house. P by ail
r details of the wooing to arrive the soon-
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Grace had been said, the covers were t
off, the iumi, cheerful ham
when Mre. Streatfield
met the eyes of a vounzr la h who was s
opposite at the table. The guests neav hnn
obscrving at the same moment that he con :m-
ued standing after every one else had been plac-
ed, glanced at him l.upmm 'l\ To thei
tonishment and alarm, they observed t‘
face had suddenly become deadly pale
rigid features looked strock by p: nmlv».‘

was just begi

he returuned no answer.—
still fixing his eyes upon the younz lad
, he abruptly exclaimed in a voice, the
altered toanes of which startled every one who
heard him, ** That is the face I saw in the bal-
cony ; that woman is the ouly woman I can
ever marry !”  The uext instaut, without a
word more, ¢ . of explanation or apolozy,
he hurried from the room.

One or two of the gnests mechanically start-
ed up, as if to follow him ; the rest remained
at the table, lookinz on each other in speech-
less surprise. But before any oue could either |
act or speak, almost at the moment when the |
door closed on Mr. Streatfield, the attention of
all was painfally directed to Jane Langley.—
She had fainted.  Her mother and sisters re-
woved her from the room immediately, aided

As they disappeared, & dead
k company ;
v looke 1~~ru'nul with one accord to ‘the |
1..::3" of the donse. =
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st few
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Ly the servants.
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down over the

's'face and manmner sufficiently |
revealed the suffering and suspeuse that he
was seere tly enduring. But he was a man of
| nd ne xtlur by word or action did
he !\ tﬂ\ what was passing within bim.” He |
resumed his place at the table, and bexzed his
He affected to make
light of what ‘.Jd‘ ppened, entreated every

forget 1 hey remembered it at
ber it cnly as'a ‘mere aceident,
10 doubt be satisfactorily explain-
t was only a jest on Mr. Streat-
too.serious 8 one, he must |
whatever was the cause of |
which had jast |

one o
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rather
v rate,
o1 1o t‘.; dinuer,
it was not m, ortant enough to re-
<t around the table of the
tasa favor to himself that
! no further t mizht be nk n of what had
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| altered voices, and sat

! deavoring to maintain an

! honor, sir ;

| whi

! to himself :—

‘-\r.l,..l;le thoug vh it may l»e is never

. le t e
| cernable to all eit relat il 10

thus, he hastily wrote a few lines ou a picee of
paper, and gave it to one of the servants.—
Note was directed to Mr. Streatfield ; the lines
contained only these words :—*Two hours
henee I shall expeet to see you alone in the
library.”

The dinner proceeded ; the places oecupied
by the female members of the Langley family,
and by the young lady who had attracted Mr.
Streatfield’s notice in so extraordinary a man-
ner, being left vacant. Every one endeavored
to follow Mr. Langley's advice, and o through |
the business of the dinner as thonzh nnllnn r |
had occurred ; but the attempt failed misera- |
bly. Long blnuk pauses occurred in the con- |
versation ; general topics were started, bat |
uever pursued. It was more like an assembly
of- strangers than a meeting of fricuds ; peo-
ple neither ate nor drank, as they were ac-
cumstomed to eat and drink ; they talked in
with unusual stillness,
even in the same positions.  Relatives, friends,
and acquaintances, all alike perceived that
I some great domestic \';ll:l.~n'1lp|n' had hnppon
ed ; all foreboded that some serions, if not fa- |
tal explanation of Mr. Streatficld’s conduet
would ensue ; and it was vain and hopeless—
a very mockery of self-possession, to attempt
to shake off the siuister and chilling influences
that recent events had left behind them, and |
resume at will the tho s and hilarity |
of ordinary life. Still, however, Mr. Langley
persisted in doing the honors of the table, in
proceeding dn;:ul!. through all the festive
u»-:‘--:nut:'--" of the hour, until the ladies rose
and retired.  Then, after looking at his watch,
he beckened to one of his sons to take his |
place, aud quietly left the room. He ouly
stopped once as he ecrossed the hall, to ask
news of his daughter from one of his servanis.
"he reply was that she had had a hysterical |
fit, that the medical attendant of the family
had been sent for, and that since his arrival \'
she had become more composed. When the
man had spoken, Mr. Langly made no remark,
but proceeded at once to the library. He
loeked the door behind him as soon as he had
entered the room.  Mr Streatfield was already {
waiting there ; he was seated at the table, en-
appearance of com-
ily turving oves the leaves

I\ wmeel
>el

posure,
of ti

boeks . Mr. [, mgley drew
r near him, in low, bnt very firm
tones, bezan the conversation t’nn : i1

*1 had given you two hours, sir, to collect

1.

yourself, to cousider your position fally ; I

presume, therefore, that you are now prepared

to favor me with an explanation of your con-
duet at my table to-day.”

“ What explanation can I make ! what ean

1 say or ...nuk of this most terrible of fatali-

ued Mr. Streatfiel spe: aking faint-

rup.—
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vourself as so vividly impressed by your first
Sight of my daughter Clara, did not discover
the error when you were introdnced to her sis-
ter Jane, as the lady who had so much attract-
ed you ”

“ You forget, sir,” sejoined Mr. Streatfield,
““that 1 have never beheld the sisters together
until to-day. Though both were in the balco-
ny when I first Tooked up at it, it was Miss
Clara Langley alone who attracted my atten-
tion. Had T only received the smallest hint
that the absent sister of Miss Jane Langley
was her twin-sister, 1 would have seen her, at
any sacrifice, before making my 5
For it is my duty to counfess to you, Mr. Lang-
ley (with the candor which is your undoubted
due,) that when T was first introduced to your
daughter Jane, I felt an unaccountable impres-
sion that she was the same as, and yet differ-
ent from, the lady whom I had seen in the
balcony.

it as anything but a mere caprice, a lover's
1 dismissed it frum my wmind

ased to affect me, uatil to-day, when I first |

it ¢

discovered that it was a warning which I had | flecting thus
that a terrible | ceed with mouuuhou and caution ut all haz-

most anhappily  disrezarded ;

Soon, however, the impression wore |
toff.  Under the circumstances, conld I regard

e e et

his duldrcn ; but ne bad a little of the selfish-
ness and much of of the reverence for wealth
of a man of the world. As he now endeavor-
ed to determine mentally on his proper course
of action—to disentangle the whole case from
all its mysterious intricacies—to view it, ex-
traordinary as it was, in its proper bearings,
his thoughts began gradually to assume what
is called “a practical turn.” e reflected
that he had another daughter, besides the twin
sisters, to provide for ; and that he had two
sons to settle in life. He was not rich enongh
to portion three dapghters ; and he had not
interest emough to start his sons favorably ina
carcer of emineuce. Mr. Streatficld, oun the
contrary, was a man of great wealth, and of
great ! connexions’ among people in power.
Was snch a son-in-law to be rejected, even af-
ter all that bad happened, without at least
consulting his wife daughters first? He
thought not. Had not Mr. Streatfield, in
truth, been the victim of a remarkable fatali-
ty, of an incredible accident, and wcre no al-
lowances, under such circumstances, to be made
for him? He began to thivk thc_y were. Re-
, he determined at length to pro-

error had been committed, for which no one of | ards ; and regaived composure enongh to con-

misery, undeserved misery, to us all.”

“ These, Mr. Streatfield, are explanations
which may sati
a milder tone ;

. “hut they cannot ~nt'~fv m-
they will not satisfy the world. You have re-
pudiated in the most public and most abrapt

which the honor and the happiness of my fam-
ilv are concerned.  You have given me reasons
for vour conduet, it is true, but will those rea-

shie has lost, pe r]mlm forever 7 will Iht'-\’ stop

| the whisperings of calumny ?  will they carry

conviction to those strangers to me, or enemies
of mine, whose pleasure it may be to disbelieve
them 7  Yon have placed both yourself and

me, in a position of embarrassmeunt ; nay,
a po 1 of daveer and disegrace, from which
the st est reasons and best excuses cannot
it

“1 entreat you to believe,” replied Mr.

> from my heart the
, of which I have
I implore your
and did at your
-I cannot

“that I depl

t I said

cannot do more-

aud we the marriage vows to
your d: tips, when I know,
that neit 01 nee nor my heart can
ratify them. The cor nmnn st justice, and the
com o !. dy \\Im
ol Wit
seve
with hon

‘You appear to &

i1

that it is not merely yvour own h but

you,” said M. Langley, in | of promise whatever,

!us was to blame, but which was fraught with | tinue the couversation in a cold, but still polite

tone,
“T will commit my: »df sir, to no agreement
" he bmrun ‘nor will I

| consider this interview in any respect as a con-
clusive one, either on your side or mine ; but |

Lif I think, on consideration, that it is desirable |

gement, in the fulfillment of |

! sons restore my danghter the tranquility which |

the honor of othiers, that is to be eonsidered in !

the course of conduct which yoa are now to

I come here to ask plain questions honestly, | to you,” continnod Mr. Streatfield, * or what
aud [ insist,as my h_»ul on ru-c& ing answers | responsibilities T have inenrred from the 1
in the same spirit. You,Mr souglht | ture of my intercourse with your family. Do
an ’"i i l iessed ) I I 1 too wiu l L Your forh FAlCe, if I
1t v r Jane, your propesals | uow ass yon, and servedly,
were ar '.:'.'.:1‘-1-.1.\‘ for us) accept ed, t I still a of

\"l‘ll'

ixed, and now after all t
to observe my d

daugaters |

wedding-day wa
when yon ha

twin sister osite 1o you —'

* Her tr 7 exclaimed Mr. Streat- |
field nbline hand erump the |
leaves of the hook, \‘h!v h he still 1

he spoke.  “ Why isit, intimate as 1
beeu with vour fawmily, that I now kn
the first ti that Miss Jane Langl
twin ¢ ister
* Do you tosunhterfnge, when I
ask you for an cr.l--n-c'im " returned Mr
Langic ‘ you must have heard ove
aud over again, t at my ane  and
W ‘\
04 my w -\rl and honor T declare that—
“Spare me all appeals to yonr word anl
I am beginning to doabt them.”
“ 1 will not make the nubappy situation in
h we are all placed, still worse, by an-
swerinz your last words as I n at other
times [ee! inclined to answer them,” said Mr
Streatfield, assuming a calmer demeanor than
he had hitherto displayed. “1 tell you the
truth, when 1 tell you that before to day 1
never kuew that any of your children were
twins. Your danglter Jane, I as frequently
spoken to me of her absent r, Clara, but
never spoke of her as her twin-sister. Until
to-day, 1 bave had no opporturity of discover-
ing the truth, for uutil to-day I have never met
met Miss Clara Langley siuce I s aw her in the
balcony of the house in St. James's street.—
The only one of yvour children who was never
present durmg my intercourse with vour fami-
iy in Loudon, was your daughter Clura, the
dauglter whom I uwow koow for the first time
as the young Jady who really arrested my at-
tention ou m™way to the levee, whose affec-
tions it was ;vall_r my object to win in seeking
an introdnetion to vou. Tome, the resemblauce
beiween the twinsisters Las been a fatal re-
1 a fatal

the long absence of one,

deseend, sir,

, angrily ;

th e el u'

‘

blane
semhand

here was a momentary psanse, as Mr. Streat-
field ‘sadly and ealmly prouounced the 'last
words. Mr. Langley appeared to be absorbed
in thought. -\l leagil be proceeded, speaking
“Iuis strange —1I remember that
Clara left London ou the day of the levee to
sot out on wvisit to her aunt, and only retura-

| ed here two days sinee; to be present al ber

sister’s marriage.  Well, sir,” e coutinued,
addressing Mr. Streatfield, “ grantiuz what
you say, :..un’m" that we all mentioned my
absent dw:hhr to you, as w¢ are accustomerd
to mention her among ourseives, simpiy as
¢ Clara;” you have still not exeused your con-
duct in my Remarkable as the resem-
blance is between {he sisters—more remarka-

ble even, I am willing to admit, than the re-

eves,

| semblance usnally is between twins— there

yet a differenee, and whiely, slight and un.os-

;.U. 'S5

1

Sl A40W I3 0 TEaL ] . £ ceseut

:s BS one 3 1 ut h,-

apy
counected

the prospect e f becomi ne by mar-
riage with a daughter of yours, Miss Clara
Lavgley 27 Here the speaker paused. His
position was becoming delicate and a danger-

effort to withdraw
bewildered by the pressing

made ne
om it.  Ahlnost

of the mom

ation of leve. The angry flush ug on
Mr. Langley's cheek ; it was ev :111)‘ costing
him a severe strugzgle to retain his
self-possession ; but he did not speak.  After
an iuterval, Mr. Streatfield procceded thus :—

“ However unfortunately I may express my-

self, T am sure you will do me the justice tobe-

1

ve by no means forzotten what is due

assnmed |

lieve that T am now speaking from my heart !

1 a subject (to me) of the most vital impor-
ce. ";.!-\. . ‘ warselfl in my s itnation ; ; con-
sider all that has ’A." pen ed ; cousi der that
this may be, anght 1 know to the coutrary
the last opportunity I may have of pleadinz
my cause ; and then say whether it is possible
for me to conceat from you that I can only
look to your fort wce and sympathy for
permission to retrieve my error, to—to—Mr.
ngley ! 1 cannot choose expre ssions at such
l- an only lnu you

that

vith it dangh-
,when I first s her, still remains
what it was. | cannot mul\\ it; I cam
reconcile its apparent ucon i
tradictions ; I cannot- exp

3 W to ev

Z.;\A‘. i

ied and vacit with in

wd, ia my uuu heart and to
, trne tomy h '.\ll"ll"
5 ™ .

stions. I can only implore

- to a life of |'~.|

r me witl

at least, as to re-

ite th t v 1 hias passed between
ns to vour two wzhters.  Tet me hear how
it s each of U 1em - tow ards me Let me

k and ready

tan

y Ure Wi ul‘.‘t. wi

i ll Hara 'S as

aud their "'x.o - l will abide by vw;'r decision
and hur decision, pmnmuvced after
irtitation of this days
AVe DAsSSi over

t r. Langles
word was onhistonghne ;
reivetion of what
as a prop n equally ill-timed aud iusolent,
set "‘;v‘vi burstiug to his lips ; but once more he
ined himself. Ilerose fi
w .'kr- 1 slowly haekwards and forwards, deep
Streatfield was too
is own agitation to plead his
by auother wond.  There was a

ln iZhal 1Y un\n =5 uuu
tz h

eved

remained silent ; the an-

overcome

cause fy

that our couversation should be repeated to
wy wife and daughters, I will make them ac-
quainted with it, and will let you know the |
result. In the meantime, I thiuk you will |
agree with me, that it is most fit that the next
communications between us should take place
by letter aloce.”

Mr.
hint conveyed by Mr. Langley’s last words.—

fter what bad occurred, and until something
was definitively settled, he felt that the
irg and suspense which he was already endur-
ing would be increased tenfold if e remained
longer in the same Louse with the twin sisters

0
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liberately repcal.ml lns rcpudmuon of liis en-
gagemwent in this room 3 nay more, hee——e"

“ 1 have something nnportant to say to you
from Jane on this point,” interrupted Mrs.
Langley. * After she had spoken the fizst
few words whieh I have already vepeated.to
yon, she told us that she had been thinking—~
thinking move calinly, perhaps, than one coukd
imagive—on all that had happened ; on what
Mr. Streatfield had said at the dinner-table :
ou the momentary glance of remgmuon“bnch
she had seen pass between him and her sister
Clara, whose accidental absence, dnrmg the
whole period of Mr. Streatfield’s intercourse
with us in London, she now . remembered and
reminded me of. The cause of the fatal arror,
and the manner in which it had occurred, seem-
cd to be already known to her, as if by intui-
tion. We eutreated her to refrain from speak -
ing on the subject for the present, but she an-
swered that it was her duty to speak on it
her duty to propese something which would al-
leviate the suspense and 1lh(n~~ we were all
enduring on her account. No words can de-
scribe to you her fortitude, her noble endu-
rance.”

Mrs. Langley's voice faltered as she pro-
nounced the last wo.ds. It was some minutes
cre she became sufficiently composed to pro-
ceed thus :

“ T am charged with a message to you from
Jane—T should s say charged with ler entrea-
ties, that yon will not suspend our iatercour-e
with Mr. Streatfield, or view his conduct in

| any otler thaa a mercifal light—as conduct

Streatfield was not slow in taking the |
| Jane.
jan cffort to speak pm\.ul
suffer- |

| and mutnal confidence,

—the betrothed of one, the lover of the other. |
Murmuring a few inaudible words of ‘uquim- i

cence in the arrangement which had just bee
propo sed to him, he left the room. The same
> tted Langle + 4 Hall. The next
vinder of the guests ..u;- rted,
to kuow all the
pened remaining ungratified.—
mply informed that an extraordi-
cted obstacle had a
a v ; that no blame attached to
any oue in the matter ; and that as soon as
everything had been finally determined, every-
thing would be explained. TUntil then, it was
not considered necessary to enter in any way
ulars. By the middle of the day
isitor had left the house ; and a strange
Y ‘holy spectacle it presented when
were all g
ich the day before had been filled with ani-
mated groups, and had echoed with merry
hter. In ene apartment, the fittings for
the series of “ Tableaux” wl
ined half completed ;

'u.m

inous silence, and departed as quickly as
]IvuL lay books, still open at the
ge read ; there was an album, with the
drawing of the day before unfinished, and the
color-box unclosed by its side.  On thedesert-
ed billiard table, the position of the *cues ”
and balls showed traces of an interrupted game.

he 'mlx-‘..

last p

Flowers were scattered on the rustic tables in !

half made into nosegays, and be-
giuu o wither already. ‘The ver¥ doss
wandered in a moody, unsettled way about the
house, missivg the friend!y hands that had fon-
dled and fed them for so many days past, and
whining impatiently in the deserted druwing-
rooms. The social desolation of the sceme
was miserably complete in all its aspeets.
Immediately after the departure of his

at the di
! membered her.

s afl
particulars of |

risen to de- |

Rooms were now silent, | ]

h had been pro- |
the dresses |

n *en worn lay scattered on
floor - s e x.p nter who ]|"\l come to
ced .m. is work, gathered up his tools

| for the ch l
danghter since t rla\' before ;
o X

! lutely colorless.

! ed to Mr. Lang!
| melancholy alter:
| fulness suddenly ;

gnests, Mr. Laugley had a long interview with

his wife. He re wntcd to her the couversation
had taken place between Mr. Streatfield
.mdl imself, and received from her in retarn
such an account of the conduet of his daugh-
ter, under the trial that had befallen ln-r, as

'filled him with equal astonishtrent and admi-

! ration.

. ]
the first |

It was a new revelation to him of the
l‘"x acter of his own child.

‘ As soon as the violeat

d Mrs.

ntoms had sub-
auswer to her

ad's first fnquiric ‘ as soon as the hys-
! fit was subduned, Jane scemed suddenly
to assume a new character—to become anoth-
er person. She begged that the doctor mizht
be released from his attendance, aud that she
might be left alove with me and her sister Cia-
“.Z.z 1 every oue dw had quitted the
room, she continued to sit in the casy-chair,

where we had at first placed her, covering L\r
} i

speak to 1 or a short time, and except that
she shuddered occasionally, sat Guite >\.Ll and
ilent.  When she at last looked up, we were
shocked to sce the 'kumf }»dcn':»’ of her face,
and the str ¢ alteration that had come over
i ; Lut she spoke to us so cohe-
entiy, S0 soicun dy even, that we were amaz-
ed ; we knew not \\lml to thivk or what to
lo:1 ned to Le oar Jane who was

uow speaking to us.”
‘ What did she say 7 asked Mr. Langley,
cagerly.

Lie said that the first fecling of herh

{ at that moment was gratitude on her own ae-

the contemptuons |
he rezarded for the moment |
from his seat, and |

much |
| persuasion or con

silence in the room now, which lasted for some

Wus 4 man

t Mr. Lanzler
tre ached to

count. She thauked G JJ that the terrible dis-
covery hs m not bu.u made too late, whea her
it have been a life of estrange-

l'j. to the m when
d t .n.kt one fatal . ex-

id us, fond-
uon, no re-
d) uo c..r!hl,\
ymand, (in case Mr. Streat-
field should think hirse ’.!’ bound, as a m.mor
of atonement, to hul(l is rash engagems
-'-~'J” ever i er ¢ w2 hi

ment

had uttered
slie had lou cd Lim, sh
vently 3 now, no L\p
(f either were temde

'\' and f-
peutanee,

we her to l 42 Lis
*Mr. Streatfield will ot test her

‘/

hauds. She entreated us not to

{ that you sl

for which aceident and circumstanees are aloue
to blame. After she Lad given me this mes-
sage to you, she turned to Clara, who sat weep-
j ing by her side, completely overcome, and kiss-
ing ber, said that they were to ludlll(‘ if any
one was to be blamed in the matter, for being
so much alike as to make all who saw them
dpart doubt which was Clara aud which was
She said this with a faint smile, and
y, Which luudA
ed us to the heart. Then, in a tone and mav-
ner which I can never forget, she asked ler
sister—charging her ou their mutnal affection
to answer sincerely—if
Streatfield ou the day of
and had afterwards remembered Lim
ner table, as he had noticed and re-
only after Jaune bad

wore earne nh aund
¥, that Clara summoned courage
and composure enougl: to confess that she ha-l
noticed \Ll‘ Streatficld on the day of the le-
vee, had thought of hLim afterwards during Ler
abseuce from London, and had recoznised him
at our tabie, as he had recogniz nl hcr

ghie had neticed Mr.

the levee,

repe ated thi

‘tionat

e I~ it possille ! I own I lad not autici-
Inm 1—not thought for one moment of that,”
aid Mr. Lar

“ Perhaps, inued his wife, “ it is lﬂ“‘

¢ Jane now, and ju
part, her voble re ruuLqu
reat trial has so astonished and im-
1 me, that T only feel competent to ad-
as she advises, to act as she thinksfit. I

yourself.
under this g

wres

vise

tis we wlo are to
) i );uf":c us.”
cred irrcsolute for a few

the room, and proceeded
V'8 up.u tment.

: door, it was open-
1 expres , partly
, oa her face ;
.1n|l as if to speak to
o the room, and
a word

oF « »mn\ "mn,

partly
and when he i3 f‘dnr S
her, she merely poir
hurried away witho

Mr. I;‘

repared by vife
taken l’.‘.\‘\' in his
Lut Le felt
startled, almost ove he now look-
ed on her.  One of the poor girl's most p ron-
Inent personal attractions, from Ler e
vears, had been the I---m‘.?v of her comples
and vow the freshuess and the bloom lmd cu-
tirely departed from her face ; it teemed abso-
Her expression, too, appear-
eves, to have undergone a
ion ; to have lost its youtl-
to bave assumed a strange
character of firmness and thonghtfulness, w hich
he had never observed in i% before. \hc was
sitting Ly on open window, commandinz a
lovely view of a wide, sanay hml{'apn :a B

ble, which her mother had given her, lay open
on her kunees—she was r(ndmc in it .x- her
father entered. For the first time in his life,

he paused, speechless, as he approached to
speak to one of his own children.

“ I am afraid I look n.rylll,
inz out her hand to him :
than I lrmk
two.
Have you l»{cu tol 41____.

“ My love, we will not speak of it yet ; we
will wait a few days” said \lr Langley.

“ You have always been so kind to me.” she
continned, in Jesss
you wili let me zo or have very little to
say, but that little must be said now, and then
we need never reear to it aczain. Wil yon
consider all that has happened as sometliing
forgotten 7 You have heard already what it
is I eotreat you to do ; will yon let him—Mr.
Streatfield”—(she stopped Y ee failed for
a moment, Lnt s

) if again al-
most immedia* t Mr. Streat-
Id re

if he isgoue,
and give | of exphiniy «r him-
self to my I( poor Clara should re-
fuse to sce sake, pray do notlisten
to hor. Tam s hat is wiat ouzht to be
« 1 have | ,.n t“

she said, hold-
‘but I am better
Is Vall be umtc w ml in a day or
f.At’ne" —

, “that 1 .nn sare

done r of it very calmly,
and l feel t i t.  Aund there is some-
!hi:.‘- q..—.- l have to bez of you, father. It
is, ti . Stre x.uﬁ» d is here ven will
al 1t Yon

4” ".

house is

y from home.
the best for

It is best for

3 . s

siioul ¢ 131 at preseni ;
2 - " ar <ol

ys been voar spoti-

N’

B <




