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THE CARELESS WORD.

DY MRS. NORTON.

A word is ringiug through my brain,
not meant to give me pain ;

1e ‘o bid it stay,

1 other thing: had pas-ed away ;
1 0> meaninT more than all

3 3 n
He &ravay fall

It wa

Tnnt

rd—0, it doth haunt me now,

of joy, in seenes of woe ;

.1, by day, in sun or shade,

le that gently play'd

hiully, and gave the sound
wer through life to wound.

> 1 ever heard

fixed as that one word.

the half s

There is no

So deepi

When in the laughing crowd some tone,
1

.ike those whose joyous sound is gone,
-< on my ear, I shrink—'tis then
Ihe careless word coines back again.
When all alone I sit and gaze

Upon the cheerful home-fire Llaze,

Lo! freshly, as when first 't was heard,
Returns that lightly uttered word.

When dreams bring Luck the days of old,
With all that wishes could not hold ;
And from my feverish couch 1 start

To press a shadow to my heart—

Amid its beating echoes clear,

fhat little word I seem to hear ;

In vain I say, while it is heard,

Why weep 7—'twas but a foolish word.

It comes—and with it comes the tears,
joys of former years ; {
, forgotten looks,

d leaves on autumn brocks,
< joyless, thongh they were

est things life’s spring could share.
to God I ne’er had heard
That lizhtly uttered, careless word.

1
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Miscellaneons.
ME JUGGLER'S DUEL.

A NAVAL SEETCH.
While the old frente Bra A 1y at
Gibraltar, the American Coasul, Mr. Sr e,
ou hoard with a man who w sucd 0 jou

came

the ship, and, after some consultation said man

WiasTre

ived by the eapinin asa sort of steward,
ke havine agreed to work .o i
hoard, and some ~’|i__¥]ql TS M ' ! —

His nume was Joe Lattit, 2nd fe was @ re_ala
specimen of the strolling  Yaukee ; hut he
dressed well and was remarkably good lookine,
though there was in his face a peculiar look
which indicated that he preferred fu to sound
sense, allowing, however, that the fus had some
sense in it. The moment I placed my cyes
vpon the man I knew I had seen him before,
and when I had an opportunity to speak with
him, I found that he had been a porforer of
legerdemain and ventriloguism in the United
States, and there I had secn iim.  He Lad
travelled through England, France, auda pard
of Spain with his implements of decept.on, and
bad just brought up at Gibraltar wheu our ship
came in.  He bronght his whole kit on board
in & large chest, which he got permission to
stow in the bed room, where it would be kept
perfectly dry. He had quite a “pile” of
uey, which he placed in the purser’s hands
for safe keeping, but he would tell none of us
bow much.  But he was very liberalaud opeu-
lvarted, and it was not long  before the crew
iesse'd the hour that bLrought Lim on board,

r lie was the very soul of wit and humor.

At length our ship went to Port Mahon, and |
fere our Yankee tars were at home. Oue |
Pieasant moruing a party of us weut on shore, |

Joe Lattit was among onr number. Joe |

uressed in a perfect

o

shore-going. rig, and |

La gentloman of cousciuence.  Near !
o {
n of the {o wof usemered |
urdting SH0O 0y o wt,
Qes k I S i ou p V-
capt
= !
e i t )
xt to the o it whion the ot
ner himselt so that s back came  against |
buck of the Spaniard ; but he id ot |
tice when be sat down, how close he would |

Ourlangh and jest ran high, and just as Joe
tsomething more than usually funny, he
trew himself back, aud thereby hit the Span
ith such force as to cause him to spill a
S of wine npon his bosom. The fellow
“ped 10 his feet, but hefore Joe could beg
for the unintentional mishap, he
‘meveed a torrent of oaths and invective,
L FUY In Spanish and partly in broken English.
U5 language was so abusive that Joe's
AP was up in & moment, and instead of
pardon as he had intended, he sarveyed
ving man from head to foot, and then

fardon

_Goon, sir. Your language is beautiful—
" beantiful for a gentleman.”
A vou call me no gentleman, eh 7”7 said
" Uleer, it a towering passion.
: li I were going to call you, I shonld call
-8 .Z;‘:kfm," calmly and contemptuously
“LETed Joe
g ‘.‘\’-_(A‘, a-ha !” half growled the Spaniard,
oy s black eyes wildly and furiously.—
9% by Santa Marie, you shall answer for
. -4 gentleeman ! But you—you—one
dun e Cirsed puppy ! Ab-a-a-ah ! Now you
‘all fight 1
" Would have laughed the matter off, but
i Und that the captain was determined to
tand at length he resolved to accommodate
he keeper of the cafe called me ouc

4N

Side o
. 8d informed me that the officer was
P4l Antouje Bizar, one of the most

“Norigng

duelists in the place—that he was

INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE.
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liquor—and that "his companions always left
him alone, rather than have a fuss with him.
“Not five minutes before you came in,”
added the keeper, “ four of his fellow officers
left him because they saw he was ripe for a
fuss. So you had better get your friend
away.” :
I palled Joe away, and told him all that had
just been told me, but he only smiled, and
assured me that there was nothing to fear, I
felt sure at once, from his very manner, that he
had some safe fun in his head, and I let him
g0

“ My name is Joseph Lattit, sir—a citizen

| getting his astonishment, and coming back to

| gentleman you will wait.”

of the United states, and a general of the order
of Sublime Darkness,” said Joe very pomp-
ously, turning to the Spaniard. “ Your name,
sir 77

*“ Antonio Bizar, captain in Her Most
Catholic Majesty’s seventh regiment of Infantry.
But your office sir ?” I don’t comprehend.”

“ 0, you wouldn’t know if I should tell you.
I am simply general of a body of men who

have sold themselves to the gentleman who |

burns siuners and hereties, down there.” And
Joe pointed most mysteriously down towards
the floor as he spoke.

The Spaniard smiled a very bitter sarcastic
smile, and thereupon Joe took up two large
kuives which lay upon the bar, and tossed them,
one after the other, down his throat, making
several wry faces as they took their pu:sage
downward. The fellow had evidently never
seen anything of the kind before, for he was
astounded.

“ Now, sir said Joe, making one or two more
grimaces, as though he felt the knives some-
where in the region of the diaphragm, “you
will wait here uutil I go and bring my pistols,
and you shall have satisfaction. Will you
wait 7"

“T can procure pistols,” said the officer, for-

his anger.
“1I shall fight with my own. If you are a
Joe turned to us and bade us wait for him.
“Here ! here! Oh, genteelmen,” cried the
keeper, “ where be mine kuifes !”
“ I’ll pay you for them when I come back,”
said Joe, and then he beckoned for me to come

out. I did so, and he took the knives—oue
from Lis Hosoin wud the other from his sleeve
— tol toep them until he returned.

I Juc louud a boat ready to
tuke Linr off to the ship at once, for he was

not gone over three quarters of an hour, and
when li back be had two superbly
urounted with bim. He loaded them
with powuer iu the presence of the Sp:nhf)ﬂ‘."l,
and then handing him a bail, he asked him if
he wouid mark 1t, so he would know him again.
The fellow hesitated at first, but at length he
took it with a mad gesture, and bit it between
s teeth.

came

slols

| koow 't

itrred agaiust your vQue

“ Now select your pistol,” said Joe.

The man took them and examined them, but
he was satisfied that they were both alike, and
and both good, and he told Joe he had no
choice. So our steward put the ball in, and
rammed them carefully down.

The whole party now adjourned to a wide
court, back of the cafe, where twelve paces
were marked off, and then the combatants
took t i stations. I trembled for poor Joe,
for i saw not yet how he would make fun of
this.

“ Couut,” cried the Spaniard, impatiently.

“ One—iwo—three !”

t,” he said, “ unless, it is

S.

‘ RESARDLESS OF DENUNCIATION FROM ANY QUARTER.”

old fellow himself (pointing meaningly down-
ward) at least one who is in his employ ! The
old gentleman will like the company of a Span-
ish captain of infantry, and I'll send you along.
Come, load again.”

But the astonished Spaniard did not seem
inclined to do so. A man who swallowed car-
ving-knives as he would sardines, and who
caught balls between his teeth, was not exaect-
ly the man for him to deal with. While he was
poudering upon what he had seen, Joe took a
bandful of bullets from his pocket, and began
to toss them rapidly down his throat, and when
these were gone, he picked up half a dozen

od!-eized stones, and sent them after the bul-
ets

“ Holy Santa Maria !” ejaculated the Span-
iard, while his eyes seemed starting from their
sockets, “What aman! By my soul, ’tis the
devil 17

And as he thus spoke he tarned on his heel
and hurried away from the place. After he
was gone, Joe beckoned for me to give him
the knives. I did so, and then saw him slip
them up his coat sleeves. When we returned
to the cafe he approached the keeper.

‘““ You want your knives,” he said.
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The County Superintendent’s Salary.
To the school men and taz-payers of Bradford

County :

Some appear to think that the salary of the
county superintendent is taken out of the coun-
ty’s share of the State appropriation to the
schools ; and others again, labor under the im-
pression that this officer’s salary causes an in-
crease of the school or other texes. Both of
these views are wrong ; and I notice these er-
rors now, because an attempt has been made
to give them currency by a gross perversion of
the truth ; and a desperate effortto falsify the
public authorities. The recklessness of this en-
deavor to deceive the public mind, requires me
to be plain.

I have abundant evidence to prove, that he
who says, either by words or implication, that
the county superindendent’s salary is taken out
of the county’s share of the State appropria-
tion to the schools, or that it takes one farthing
from that fund ; or says that this salary adds

But the poor fellow dared not speak. Joe
put his hand to his right ear and pulled one of |
the long knives. Then from the left ear he !
drew the other. The keeper crossed himself in |
terror, and shrank trembling away. But we
finished our wine, and having paid for it, turn-
ed to go.

‘“Here,” said Joe, “I haven’t paid for the
use of the yard yet,” and as he spoke he threw |
down a piece of silver on the counter.

“ No !—no !'—no !” shrieked the poor fellow.
“Don’t leave your money here —don’t !”

Joe picked it up and went away laughing.

When we were alone, he explained to me the

secret of his pistols. They were a pair he had
used in his legerdemain performances, and such
as all wizzards use who perform tricks of catch-
ing balls, &e. The main barrel of the pistol

had no counection whatever with the nipple for

the cap, but what appeared to be a socket for

the rammer, was, in fact, a second barrel—to-

be-sure, smaller than the other, but yet as large

as the bore of any rifle-pistol—and with this

secret barrel the priming tabe connected. So

the apparent barrel of the weapon might he

filled with powder and ball, and no harm could

be done.  Waen Joe lirst returned with his

pistols, of course he had both these secret bores

londed with blank charges, and then the other

loading was for nothing tut -ffect in appear-

ance. At the second louding Joe had charged

the second barrel of his own pistol while the

Spaniard had been filling up the main barrel

of his. Then, of course, it became necessary

to make an ex hange, else Bizar would have

never got his weapon off.  As soon asJoe got

the other pistol into his possession, and made the

exchange which we spoke of at the time, he

had only to press smartly upon a secret spring

on the side of the stock, aud he bad the whole

charge, which the other had put in, emptied in

his hand. So he had the marked ball to dis-

pose of as soon as he chose.

Ever after that, while we remained in Ma-

hon, Joe Lattit was an object of both curiosi-

ty and dread on shore, for an account, all col-

ored to suit the exaggerated conceptions of the

cafe keeper, had been spread over the city,and

the pious Catholics there, wanted nothing to do |
with such a man, only to be sure and keep on
his good-humored side.

|
Wavs or Comuirivg Suicipe.—Wearing thin |
shoes on damp nights in rainy weather.

Tue captan fired first, and with a most
deliberate aim.  Joe fired iuto the air. Then !
the latter walked deliberately up to his antago-
uist, and taking a ball from between his teeth, he
hauded 1t to him.

“ Youn can use it next time,” said Joe.

The ofiicer looked first at Joe’s teeth, and
thea at tue bail. It wassurely the oue he had
scew put wu the pistol, and now he had seen his
toeman take it from ius mouth. IHe was up-
wistakcably astounded.

“ Come, let’s load again,” cried Joe.

“ San Pablo !” execlaimed Bizar, ““ you use
some—some—what you call him—some trick,

| eh ¥7 By Suu Jago, I shall load the pistol my-

self 1”

“ Do s0,” said Joe calmly, and as he spoke
ne hauded over lus powder fask.

Tue Spaniard poured out an extra quantity
0i powaer, aud uaviag poured it in tue pistol,
divu dor e ragnuer. He tuen put e
saiie sath in thatl ue used before. Meanwuile,
Joe hiau been ladiug s own pistol

“ Oue moment,” uttered Joe, reaching out
his hand.  *“ The caps are in the batt o1 your
pistol. Let me get them.” g
Tue feliow pussed over his pistol but kept his
eyes upon it,  Joe opcued a little silver spring
at the end of the butt, and true, there were
some percussion caps there,  He took out two,
aud having capped bis owu pistol, he gave ita
toss 1nto the air, catcuing 1t very adroitly as it
came down, and then handed back the other to
the Spamard. I had watched Joc most care-
fully, but I saw nothiug out of the way—and
yet'hc had changed pistols with his foe.

“ Now,” said ne, * L'll put a ball in my pistol,
and then we'll be ready.”

He slipped something in, which looked like
a cartridge, but no one else saw it, d

“ Now,” cried the Spauiard, *“let’s see you
hold this in your mouth.”

Again they took their stations, and were
ready. ?

“ One—two-—three !”

And the Spaniard fired first by aim, Joe fir-
ing in the air as before.  Again Joe stepped
forward and took the self-same ball from his
mouth and handed it to his antagonist.
fellow was completely dombfounded,and so were
the rest, 2

“ You no fire at me !” gasped the captain.

“P’ll fire at you the next tume,” said Joe, 1n
a tone of thunder. “Thus far I bave only
shown you that powder and ball can have no
effect oun me. Twice have you fired at me with
as true a pistol as ever was made, and both
umes bave L caught your ball between wy
teeth, while I have fired in the air. I meant

[N

that you should live long enotgh to know that

omme when under the influence of

for once in vour life you had seen, if not the

The ‘

|

Building on the “air-tight” prineiple.
Leading a life of enfeebling, stupid laziness,
and keeping the mind in a round of unnatural |
excitement by reading trashy novels.

Going to balls through all sorts of weather |
in the tzinest possible dress. Daneing till in
a complete perspiration, and then going home
through the damp air.

Sleeping on feather beds in seven by nine
bed rooms.

Surfeiting on hot and very highly stimulating
dinuers

Beginning in childhood on tea, and going on
fromn one step to another, through coffee, chew-
ing tobacco, smoking and drinking.

Marrying in haste, getting an uncongenial
companion, aud living the rest of your life in
mental dissatisfaction.

Keeping children quiet by teaching them to
suck candy. !
Eating without time to masticate the food.

Allowing love of gain to so absorb our
minds, as to leave no time to attend to our
health.

Following an unhealthy occupation because
money can bhe made by it.

Tempting the appetite with niceties when the
stomach says no.

Contriving to keep in a continual worry
ahout something or nothing.

Retiring at midnight and rising at noon.

Gormandizing between meals.

Giving way to fits of anger.

Neglecting to take proper care of ourselves
when a simple disease first appears.

————

New FasnionasrLe Corors.—A lady entered
one of our fashionable hat and cap stores, a
few days since, and asked to be shown some of
the latest styles of caps.  After examining quite

| a number, and not liking the ecolors, she very
_innocently inquired if they had any of ‘‘subdued
I mouse color 7’ The clerk was somewhat taken
! aback, but managed to stammer out, “ No, but
we have some of an “ enraged rat color.” The
lady left quickly.
o S S gt
| p@¥ An honest farmer in the southern part
of Massachusetts, talking about his crops, was
told that he must trust in Providence.

“«T do’no about that,” said he, “ I've been to
Providence, and I have been to Bosting,. and
I believe I had much rather trust Bosting—
takin’ all thivgs into account.”

In Warren county, Mississippi, recently,
8 coﬁer’s jury returned a verd{::l: that the
““ deceased d?ﬁ from the visitation of God or

|

one farthing to any tax-payer’s taxes in Brad-
ford county, asserts a positive falsehood. Here
is the evidence, and I can furnish plenty more
like it.

Extract of a letter written to the Conven-
tion of school directors, which met in Towanda.
on the 28th ult., by the State Deputy Saper-

| intendent of common schools, & bright man and

a sterling officer :—

Dzrarrynxt o Coyyon Suoors oF Pexsa. |

Harrissrre, 25th July, 1855 §

The salary of the county superintendent is not paid out
of the taxes of the county, nor out of the State appropria-
tion to the schools ; nor does it increase the one or lessen
the other. It isa very im}mnaut and laborious office, re-
?ulriug the best men to fill it, and an adequate salary.—

‘our superintendent, Mr. Gryer, has proved himself to
be both a faithful and capable officer ; and has one of the |
most difficult counties in the State to get over. In the
opinion of the Department, his present salary is not half
what it should be.

For the past year we pay the school districts nearly ten
per cent. morc money than heretofore—$155,000 being the
average aunual distribution heretofore—while the amount
paid out for the past year will be within a small fraction
of £200,000.

Thirty thousand dollars was set apart for the pay of |
county superintendents, by itself, and does not effect the
county schocls or county taxes.

Yours, respectfully

H. C. HICKUK, Dept'y. Sup't.

Does any one need plainer language, or a
more definite exposition than is here given ;
and given too, by the right authority ; and bear
in mind too, that this officer declares, that for
the past year the school districts have had more
money paid to them than heretofore. Does that
look as if the county superintendent’s salary
used up the school fund ?

But a few ignorant persons ask what right
has the superintenden of common schools, or
his deputy—who is de facto the head of the
Department—to construe the school law, or
decide how the money the State appropriates
for school purposes shall be divided. People
should read the law. Here are a few ex-
tracts :—

Superintendent of Common Schools—his powers and dulin:

II. That he shall, whenever required, give advice, ex-
planation, construction or information to the district offi-
cers, and to citizens, rélative to the common school law,

| the duties of common school officers, the rights and duties
| of parents, guardians,

pupils and all others, the manage-
ment of the schools, and all other questions and matters
calculated to promote the cause of education.

V. He shall prepare, and submit to the lature, an
annual report. containing a full account of the condition
of the common_ schools in the State, the expenditure of
the system during the year, estimates of the sums requi-
site for the ensuing year, the whole number of pupils, the
cost of teaching eacﬁ. the number of districts,plans for the
improvement of the sysfem, and all such matters relating
to the concerns of common schools, and to the duties
of his office, as he may deem it expedient to communi-
cate.

Thus it is made the duty of this officer to
give construction to the school laws, and his
decisions are as binding as those of a court.
In the fifth paragraph of the law, it is made
his duty to make estimates of the sums of mo-
ney that will be required to keep up the system
for the ensning year. Now, everybody should
know, that up to 1853, $200,000 was the usu-
al amount of the appropriation to the schools
of the state. Well, during last year the coun-
ty superintendency was created, and the state
superintendent estimated it would take $30,000
to pay the salaries of these officers. So that
in deciding that $30,000 of the State appro-
priation to the schools, was intended to pay
the salaries of the county superintendents, the
head of the school department construed that
part of the law which le caunsed to be created,
and told the truth. Yet poor simpletons ask,
what right he has to make such a decision, as
if he was in as bad a quandary as themselves,
unable to explain their own acts or tell the
truth.

The Hon. C. A. Brack, a man of ability, a
good lawyer, and better than all, a warm-heart-
ed advocate of common schools, was the State
superintendent when the law creating the coun-
ty superintendency was enacted, and made the
estimates of the cost of this office ; and the
$30,000 was put into the state appropriation
at his request, for the crpress purpose of paying
the county superintendents. In Mr. B.’s very
able report of last year he says :—

 The addition of thirty thousand dollars made last year,
to the usnal amount anpropriated to common schools, was
intended for the pay of connty superintendents, although
not so expressed in the act. The aggregate of the salaries
is something less than this sum ; some the counties, as
already intimated, having {:L down the salarics at an un-
just, if‘not absurdly, low standard. This feature of the

w should, I think, be remedied. There should be some
power given to the Bchool Department to increase such
salurics, at least to a sum equal to what a particular coun-
ty would be entitled to receive out of the thousand
d’o}la.ra, or whatever sum may be appropriated, rating it
according to the number of taxables, or some other mode
by which a compensation would be afforded adequate to
J. labor and duties of the position.”

Can auything be more explicit than the three

oy soms other Aissses unknowr {0 the jury.”

§r2¢ Yincs of thiz extract, in regard to the ob-

S
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ject of the addition of the $30,000 to the state
appropriation? And everybody knows that
this addition would not have been made had
there been no county superintentendents.

Besides, it was in compliance with the re-
commendation in the above quotation, that the
Legislature of last winter passed the supple-
ment to the school law, giving school directors
the power to increase the county superinten-
dent’s salaries. After this supplement became
a part of the school law, and in conformity with
the spirit of Mr. BLack—the present head of
the School Department, Hon. A. G. Curmiy,
eminent as & man of mind, as a jurist and com-
mon school advocate, issued a cirenlar to the
school directors last May, two months before the
directors of this County met, giving notice of,
and explaining the supplement, in which the
following paragraph occurs :—

The 8th section authorizes an increase of the salaries of
County Superintendents, and points out the mode of at-
taining that object. This is & highly important duty de-
volving upon directors, and from the miserably inadequste
compensation originally fixed in many counties, as will be
seen from the accorapanying list of counties, salaries and
schools, the Superintendent cannot forbear to urge. upon
Directors, in strong terms, the propriety, and in many in-
stances the imperative necessity, of raising the salarics of
these local ufficers of the system to at least living wages,
that shall bear some just proportion to the number of
schools to be visited, the territory to be traversed,and the
amount of work to be done. The State Department will
see that the duties of the County Su erintendency are
faithfully and fully performed, or the places of incompe-
tent and negligent incumbents filled by those who will be
hoth able and willing to fulfil the letter and spirit of the
law, and the just expectations of the publie. But Direc-
tors, owe it to themselves, apd to_the welfare and success
of the system, as well as to the Department, to do their
share in the good work, by farnishing adequate means to i
enable the Department to command the time and services |
of suitable laborers in this arduous and responsible feld
of duty. It should be stated in this connection, that such

r this burpose, go Mty the general fund, and not to the
respective counties, as has been erroneously supposed.

Wheun a majority of the school directors of
Bradford county learned, as they did through
the expositions of the Department, and my ex-
planations, that the salary of the county super-
intendent did not take a penny from the schools
of the county, and that it did not add one far-
thing to any man’s taxes, they concluded to fol-
low the advice of the State superintendent and
raise my salary ; and I venture to assert here,
that not ten directors of the county if proper- |
ly advised and left to their own unbissed judg- |
ment, will object to this increase.

But some ask, where does the $30,000, out
of which our superintendents are peid, come
from? Tt is taken out of the general fund
collected into the State Treasury by the three
mill state tax, canal tolls, &c., &c.

This three mill tax the people of the county
had before they had a county superintendent ;
and if this officer’s salary adds anything to this
tax, why is it not increased ? Do people not
see that this tax is just what it was before ?
So this office does not increase it ; and does any
tax-payer believe that this state tax would be
reduced, if the county superintendency was dis-
continued ?  If there is one such, I pity his
weak credulity. Why was it not reduced be-
fore this office was created ? So that, in re-
ality, the people have the same tax they had
before, and the county superintendent into the
bargain. The office does not add one penny
of cost to the county. Why object toit then ?
No intelligent or honest man does. Those who
do oppose it, are either misinformed on the sub-
ject, or actuated by unworthy motives. And
what are we to think of any one who is so de-
praved and desperate in his opposition, that he
will pervert the truth and strive to falsify the
public authorities,merely to excite the prejudices
of the uninformed against the mnew school law
and its officers ? Generally speaking, however,
the people of Bradford are too sensible and in-

|
|
\
i
|
{
|

Foniuns of the State appropriations as are not expended : €
0]
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bat directly all will he in order, only have a
little patience,
E. GUYER, County Sup't.
Highland, Pa., August 12, 1853.

H. C. Hickog, Esq., our present talented
and indefatigable Deputy Superintendent, sent
to the last convention of school directors, held
at Towanda, his lucid exposition of the « Duty
and pay of county superintendents,” which is to
appear in the new edition of the School Law.
Here it is, read it, every friend and enemy of

the Law :—

The office of County superintendent is one of limited
legal power, Lut when properly filled, of vast influence
and capability for good ; and is regarded by the Depart-
ment, and experienced friends of education, as the right
arm of the system. Its scope and character are not to be
Jjudged solely by the meagre letter of the law, or the im-
periect, yet, in most cases, highly serviceable operations
of the first year. Under the instructions of the Depart-
partment and the necessities of the system, it is one of
the most laborious offices in the State ; none more 8o. The
visitation of Schools, the examination of Teachers, corre-
spondence with the Department and Districts, the gather-
ing of a mass of statistical information not comprised in
the District reports, the formation end instruction of
Te;uhgrs. Institutes and Associations, arousin public In-
terest in the cause of edacation by lectures an addreases,
and preparing reports to the Department ; the amicable
settlement of local disputes, when requested ; the gather.
ing and transmission of documentary and other evldence,
on both sides of difficulties that can only be settled by the
Department, and other miscellaneous duties, requiring—
in all bat the smaller counties—the whole time and scr-
vice of the Saperintendent, to the exclusion of other par-
suits, and of other means of livelihood. The office is, in
many respects, not inferior in character and real impor-
tance to that of president judge ; vet, in the medinm and
larafer counties the labor, care, anxisty, exposnre and ofi-
cial expenses, are much greater—while the highest salar;
is much below that office. To doall this faithfully oo
well, reqnires an adequate salary, but in many counties
it is not high, and in others it has been putatan absurdly
low figire.  Under the 8th section of the Supplement, Di-
rectors have the &)Wcr to remedy this evil, and it is ver:
d= Irible that it be done, so that the most may be made

¢ the working forces in the fleld. There need be no

t the money will not be fairly earned. The depert-
meni will see to that. It requires at least three years for
a ncw rovement of this kind to proye its merits and show
what it can do ; and the two coming years will be years
of hard work. The out-come, it is not doubted, will prove
that there can be no backward shadow on the Common
School dicl. The people of P.nnsvivania always like to
have the worth of thelr money. It will be the aim of the
Depar tineut uud of the County Superintendents to see that
this object is fully realized so'far as the Common School
System id concerned.  But it should not be forgotten that
the fruits of educational efforts are of slow growth, and
uot as suddea or palpable to the senses, as new clearings,
or raiiroad and canal embankments. And in many instan-
ces Diree 1d others, who complain most, have taken
to inform themselves as to what is done,or

Zress hus peen made.
The office of County Superintendent, although novel
here, has been tried elsewhere with the most striking and
eneficiul results. In New York especially, an institotion
te sin : design and the natore of its duties, and
ifferinz only, perhaps, in the mode of appointinent, had
done more to advance the cause of edacation by common
schools, during the period it was permitted to exist, than
all other causes combined. It was regarded by the most
active and accomplished of the Superintendents of that
State, as ** the vitality of their system, and the only eff-
cient means of enforcing & healthy and uniform adminis-
tration of the law, and of obtaining with any de; of ac-
curacy, those statistical details in reference to the practi-
cal ope:otion of the eystem, of so great value to the De-
partment, the Legislature, and the pablic.” ** And when
borne down by public clamor,” resulting from an unclean
aliiance with politics, and other interests, the office was
abolirhed, in opposition to the opinions and wishes of ** the
successive Heads of Department, the several committees
of the Leglislature, chnr%ed with the supervision of the in-
terests of public instraction, and of the great body of the
most enlightened friends of education throughout the
State,” the act was regarded as most dlsastrous to the
prospelity of the common school system. Up to that pe-
riod, its progress had been uninterruptedly onward, and
the ““ abolition of the oflice of County Superintendent,was
the first retrograde in in its history.” ‘During the last
winter, steps were taken in New York, looking towards
the restoration of this office ; and in Louisiana and other
States, the same tendency is strongly manifesting itself.

It was, therefore, evident to the islature and the
friends of popular education, who had labored so assidu-
ously for years in this noble, though unprofitable cause,
that something raust be done to renger our common schools
worthy of the name and of the people. In other States of
the Union, education was advancing at a Prodlgions rate,
In the older, it was the pride and boast of their people ;
and in the younger, and perhaps more vigorous commu-
nities of the west, the means were set apart witha muni-
ficent liberality for the purposes of education, aud public
ngon was keenly alive to the importance of well arrang-

systems of common schools. In many of the countries
of Europe, where the idea of public education would seem
to be in conflict with the principles of their governments,
common schools were provided at the public e:‘gdue.lld
every child required to attend. With this active spirit
then every where abroad, was it just to ourselves, in view
of the moral and physical graudeur of Pennsylvania, to
disregard this most important provision of her Constita-

tion, end to slight the only reliable means by which her
true greatness can be develo and maintained.
The attention of the Legi was, therefore, invoked,

in order to devise some means by which new life and vig-
or might be infused into the languid veins and arteries of
the system.

The adoption, then, of this new feature of our common
school system, was the result of an im tive nmlg;
aad it was recommended to the attention of the Legi
ture, nut more by the favorable experience of other States,

telligent to he deceived by such evil ones and !
their shallow devices ; and here, as elsewhcre, '
‘“ the slanderer’s end is the devil's pit.”

I make this statement in justice to those
school directors who were instrumental in rais-
ing my salary. They acted from an intelligent
view of this whole subject, and under the firm
conviction that it would advance the interests
of the schoois of the county. They are known
to be right-minded, whole-souled school men,
who understand themselves, the school law,
and their duty to it, as citizens and officers.

Now, to show what I have done to deserve !
an increase of salary, T take the following ex- |
tract from my second annual report to the De- |
partment :— ’

‘T cominenced my official lahorz on the 3d day of Jaly, |
1854, and bave since devoted 309 days to the school ser-
vice. In that time I examined 620 candidates for the pro-
fession of teaching ; traveled 3741 miles—3302 of this on
horseback. Got seven drenchings from heavy rains ; was
out in three severe snow storms, and twice ** storm stay-
ed.” At the first 1 lost over a week-—at the last two days.
I visited 293 schools ; gave 261 lectures ; wrote 419 let-
ters, and 300 pages of foulscap ; expended $463 22."

I bave paid three official visits to every town-
ship in the county, except two, and these I
visited once. Some I have visited five times.
Yet my labor is not much seen, and solely be-
cause the county is so large. Let any one look
at its great territory, its namber of schools,
teachers, and the thousand-and-one other wmat-
ters which come under wy official wotice, and
he canuot fail to see the difficulty of making
much impression the first year. Remember too,
that all is new—that it takes time to start on
a new track, such an immense machinery as
our common school system. Hundreds of little
things, which no one sees hut the operator—
and which it would take volumes to tell—hin-
der it movements. This exposition is made to

:ha‘: the evident adaptation of the measure to the objects
n view.

In this State, the creation of the officer was donbless
impelled by the absolute necessity of doing something to
rescue the common schools from apathy end indiffer-
ence, il not opposition and ill-feeling which seemed to
brood over them, and impair or destroy their efficiency.
As a whole, the system was perhaps Hourishing, especiai-
ly as compared with former educational movements. Still
it could not be disguised or concealed from those who
looked beueath the surface into the actusl working of the
law, that the results were not such as were contemplated
bf’ the Constitution, or that did justice either to the liber-
ality of the people or the labors of the friends of educa-
tion. The poor were not taught, nor were the ** arts and
sciences promoted,”™ in the true sense of that admirable
injunction. In many parts of the State the schools were
fiourishing, but in too many others they exhibited a spe-
cles of still life existence, without the vitality of a single
healthy pulsation. In wany districts no schocls were
nwnﬂl no taxes were levied, or, if levied, were used a8
a more pretext to obtain a portion of the State appropriu-
tion, Directors in such districts were frequentiy the re-
flex of this apathetic spirit, and if not actually hostile,
were indifferent to the system, and suffered it to fall into
disnze. Under such directory, if schools were opened et
all, they were generally under the charge of teachers em
ployed without a proper examination, and selected, not

| so much in reference to moral habits and intellectunal

raining, @s 10 some popular expression in their favor,
P ST

HELr oxE axorHER~ Sir Walter Scott wrote,
** The race of mankind would perish did they
ccase to help each othier. TFrom the time that
the mother bhinds the child’s head, till the mo-
ment that some Kind assistant wipes the death-
damp from the brow of the dying, we cannot
exist without mutual help. All, therefore,
that necd aid, have a right to ask it of their
fellow .ortals ; and no one, who has it in his
power to grant, can refuse without incurring
guilt.”
TR SCLE G AP
Watery Poraroes.——If your potatoes are
watery, put into the pot in which they are to
he boilcé, a small lump of lime ; this W}Il.ren-
der them perfectly dry and mealy. This is an
easy and cffectual way of obviating a very con-
mon evil. For a common sized family the piece
of lime should not exceed thesizc of an English
walnut.
N S Cu
s~ Men of the noblest disposit'ﬁs always
iest. when otbers share
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