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 Selerted Poetry.

THE DANCE OF THE AUTUMNAL LEAVES.

rne by the restless winds along, )
Bo\’\'herzme sorrowfal woodland grieves,
Hither and thither a fitful throng,

Merrily dance the autumn leaves.

J d they mount to the murky sky,
: pI;v;vr:nwar’d they. plunge to the earth below;
Now in a giddy whirl they fly,
Now in & madcap chase they go.

kling gaily, their feet advance
Tlgvelr Thi graves in thoughtless glec;
And the masic to which they dance,
Hark! "tis a dirge’s m=lody.

Onward merriiy still they go

Through the wood and over the wave,
*Till they find in the wintry snow,

Chilly and dark, their lonely grave.

Borne by the tempter's power along,
While kind heaven in pity grieves,

Giddily pass the human throng
Thoughtlessly as the autumn leaves.

Upward they mount in faqcics high,
Downward they plange in pleasures low;
Now in the passion’s whirl they fly,
Now in Ambition’s chase they go.

Merrily still their feet advance
Over the graves in thoughtless glee;
And the music to which they dance,
Hark! 'tis a dirge of melody.

Onward! giddily on they go,
Over the earth and over the wave,
Till they find in the depth below,
Chilly and dark, the:r lonely grave.

Public  Documents.

’iv‘roslmastcr General’s Report.

There are 23,548 post offices in the United States |

—the annual compensations of 257 of which
amount to $1,000 and vpwarde. During the last
year, 1,842 offices were established, and 614 dis-
continued.
inz the same lime, 8,618 Removals, 1,967 Num-
ber of mail routes, 6,697. Number of mail con-

tractors, 5,167. Total annual tran=portation of mails, '

63.387,005 miles, at a cost of 34,630 676 ; thus 21,
366,603 miles by modes not specified, at 5 cents
per mile; 20,890,530 miles by coach, at G cents
per mile ; 15,433 387 miles by railroad, at 12 cte
4 mills per mile; 5,792,483 miles by steamboal, at
S cen's 4 mills per mile. Increase in the transport-
ation during the past year 2} per cent.

The expendiures of the department during the
past year were 58,577,424 12, and the revenue
§6,955 586 22. To the former must be added
$133,483 33, balance due foreign offices, which
would leave the total deficiency for the year 1854
al $1,755,321 23 The deficiency for ihe year 1853
wae $2,116 078 20—leaving a difference in favor
of 1853 of £361,756. The increase in ihe revenue
of 1854 compared with the reverue of 1853, is
£970,399 48—or abou! 19 per cent.

The Postmaster-General alludes at consilerable
langth to the difficulties between the department
and railroad companies relative lo the rates of
compensation for carrying the mails.
pinies, he says, allege that the government should
not asx or expect them to perform for itany ser
vice al a less rate than that paid by individuals for
similar services. This principle, he con'ends, he
has always been willing to recognise in the ad-
jnsiment of prices. What is now required, he be-
lievgs, is, that the railroad companies shoald be
paid according to tiie buik of the mails, the speed
with which they are conveyed, and the accomoda-
tions required. The sums paid by expresscom-
panies are no fair criterion ; for, as they are unin-
fluenced by competition, they can pay any price
demanded of them, and assess it upon their custo- |
mers. England, France, Germany and Canada, |
pay less 1o railroads for mail service than is paid |
by the United States. Complaint is made of the |
insufficient accomodations, as a general rule, mr!
route agents. Allusion is made to the habit of ir-
responsible parties obtaining, by gross misrepresen
talion, mail contrac!#] and subsequenily throwing
them up because of failure on their part 1o sell the
same at a profit.

Owing to cases not within the control of the de-
partment, the expenses of the current year will
greatly those of the past year. They are estimated
at £9,841,921 33. This increase will be owing to
the additional compensation of postmasters and
the enhanced prices demanded by the contractors
althelast leltings.

A uniform plan of registration is warmly recom-
mended as an additional protection for the safe de-
livery of letters of value. The want of such a safe-
guarl has long been felt; and as the cost of its
maintenance will fall direcily upon those who will
cherlully bear the expense, we gee no good reason
why it should not be incorporated into our_postal
tysiem as one of its principal leatures.

During that three years commencing July i, 1851
£5.507,022 03 postage-stamps a:.d stamped envel
opes have been issued by the department, of which
$5,002 301 were sold.

For the last year the cost of the service on the
Vanoss United Siates mail steamship lines, and
across the Isthmus, was as follows: Collins line,
{weniy six round irips $858,000; New York and
Havre, eleven round trips, $137,500 ; Astoria and
F‘"“mﬂ via San Francisco, twenty-four round trips
3318,250 ; New York and New Orleans (o Aspin
“all, $289,000 ; Charleston and Havana $50,000
New Orleans to Vera Cruz, twenty-four round trips
$37,000; Aspinwall to Panama $119.727. Total
$2023,019 29, .

B} Tne service petformed by the several lines of
‘."‘"ﬂ mail sleamships is (reated atlarge The
!lc‘f’?"o':l!ler General is of apinion that the compen-

“On now received 1s too large, and thatthe pres-

Number of Posimasters appointed dur- |

The com- |

ent system is calculated to drive ofl private com-
petition. He also states that the Nicaragua com-
pany have offered to carry a weekly mail beiween
New York and California for the sum of $600,000
perannum, which he thinks is the highest rate of
pay which ought to be demanded. The cost this
year for a remi-monthly mail, by the Isthmus route
i8 $757,977 03.

No progress has been made since the last report
in the pending negotiations with Great! Britain re-
lative the admission of France into the arrange.
ment, as conlemplated by (he provision in the 12°:h
article of our postal convention. No postal conven-
tion has as yet been'eftected with France ; bat/one
is about being made with Mexico,

Arrangements have been made wiih the Austra-
lia line of monthly packe!s to convey mails regu-
larly between New York and Auvstralia. Therates
on all outgoing matter have been fixed at five
cents a letier, two cents each for newspapers, and
one cent an ounce for pamphlels and magazines.—
These rates embrace both the Uni‘ed States intand
and sea postage.

The fines and deductions during the past year
amount to $110,486. The amount for the previous
was 337,920

Secretary of War’s Report.

We learn from that document that the authorized
strength of the army is 14 216 ; the aciunal strength
is nnly 10,745. The ranks, Lowever, are rapidly
filling up under the inducements oflered by the law
passed the 412 of August last, increasing the pay
of the soldiers.

The troops have been kept actively employed
in preserving peace among the Indians, but the ar-
my is too emall to enable the Department to pre-
vent or punish ou'rages. In the Wes!, several
causes conspire to render extended hostilities more
probable, and when they occur, more furmidable.
An increase of miluary force is absolutely necessa-
ry. In Texas, authority has been given to call out
militia; but ihe necessity is constant, and the Cen.

stitution and laws ia giving the President authori-

ty to ca!l out mi'itia to repel invasion and suppress
insurrection, did not design that e should keep on
foot a permanent force of the kind now required —
| An increase ot the regular army is therelore re-
‘ commended. The recommendations for an incregse
in the pay of the officers, for pensions to their wi-
dows and children, and for retiring, such as are
“ disqualified for service, are renewed.

In Florida, litlle has been done in removing the
| Seminoles. The trade "with the whies has been
| cut off, and means are being taken tocontract roads
in their country, and acquire a thorough knowledge
of its tepography, with a view to uiterior cpera-
tions should they not peaceably remove.

The most important part of the report is that
which recommends a revision of the laws regulat.
| ing rank and command, and fixing the organiza.
tion. Mauch difficully arises from Brevet commis-
sions, giving many officers double rank ; circum-
stances determine wheilier the brevel cornmissions
shall take effect, and eacn officer is to judge for
himseli wheiher the circomstances have occurred
which puts his Ligher rank in force. Still greater
difficulties arise from deubts whether the stall are
entitled to command iroops.
decisions by the hizher authority have been made,
that nothing short ot legislation can regulate the
subject.  With regard to brevel rank it is proposed
that it shall take effect in no case, except when
speciaily ordered by the President. To propose a
law as to the Staff regulating command, is a matter
of much embarrassment. On the one hand it is
manifesily improper to exclude from command of-
ficers of high rank whose duties are of a military
character, while it is scarcely less lo give the right
of commanding troops to officers whose whole
time has been devoted to special duties separate
from troops. It is proposed, therefore, to break up
in a great measure the exciusive Stafl corps, and
entrust their duties 1o cfficers detailed from the
troops

A concise account is given of the recent im-
provements in fire arms, which are said to have
increased their effective range threeflold. Experi-
ments made by order of the Deparment, have
confirmed this statement, and the opinion is ex-
pressed that smooth bored arms will cease to be
used as military weapons. No more muskets
should therefore be made ; but atention should be
turned to the improved pattern, g

The report on the Pacific Raiiroad cannot be

Many contradictory

! comple:ed for a month or two yet, and no results

are yet stated ; eome pariies are yet in the field,
an] others will be sent out next spring.

At the Capitol, the marble work has been re-
tarded by dsficiency of supply. The brick work
has gone so far that the two wings will be under
roof this winter.

The remainder of the report is occupied with Je-
tails of minor importance.

Report of Solicitor ofthic Treasury.

This report shows that the whole number of
suits brought during the year under the direction ol
the Solicitor of the Treasury is 586 ; that of these
46 were on Treasury tranecrips; 218 for due re-
covery of fines, penalties, and forfeilures under the
revenue laws; 144 of a miscellaveous characier—
178 on cusiom house ot ware house bonds in Cal
ifornia, and 3 for the reecovery of land purchased
by the United States and reserved for light-house
purposes. Of there 586 cases, il appears thal 286
have been tried and finally decided ; that 48 bave
been either disconlinued or remitted by the Presi~
dent and Secretary of the Treasury, and that 251
are pending and undecided. Of these undecided
cases, it appears from the tables that the greater
portion of them have been receptly brought, and
the trial term has riot yel been reached.

The amount of money which appears lo have
been collecied on suits brought during the year is
$118,526 11; the amount collected «luring the
year on suits bronght previous to ils commence-
ment is $232,709 48 ; maKing the total sum of
$351,235 59 collected during the year.

It further appears that suite are in charge of the

office for the recovery of lande in Virginia and Cal-
itornia, valuegd at over three mill'ons of dollars,
which are in due course of preparation for trial.

The report compliments the district atlorneys
and marshals generally tor their faithtal devotion to
tie public interests, and urgently recommends an
amendment of the fee bill, eo as 1o give district
attorneys a more liberal and remunerative compen
sation for their services.

It fuither recommends the enactment of alaw
by Congress authorizing the compromise of judg-
ments and debts oflong standing. In fine, the re-
port in question, though a very modest document,
shows that the present Solicitor of the Treasury is
an indefatigable, reliable, and competent man for
the position of 8o great responsibility and impor
tance he hoelds.

Report of the Secretary ofthe Navy. | ; =
i and many difficulties have grown uwp under this |

! resolutions of the two Houses of Congress at !

The first chapter of Mr. Dobbin’s communica-

tion 1s occupied with the movements of our nation- | . : gt AR
| reliel the Secretary recommends remedial legisla.

al vessels during the past year. He says he
“could not reprove’” Commander Hollins for burn-
ing Greytown, though he nowhere distinctly com.
mends his conduct.
lay the responeibility of that transaction vpon Min-
ister Borland.

The Albany has not been heard from since Sep-
tember, but the Secretary does not give her vp ;—
thinks she has putin somewhere for repairs.

The second chapter of Secretary’s report con-

l

He rather seems disposed 10!

i ber presented.

tains an elaborate exhortaticn to increase ithe Navy. '
He does not think the six fiigates ordered last win- |

ter enough, and one of his reasons for ordering

more is, that such a mode of expending the public | . : 2
2 A - i RS inequalities produced by the numerons and dissi-

money ¢ gladdens the hearts of hundreds of cheer

fourfold interest.” That is a new doctrine for a
democraltic cabinet minister to hold.

In his third chapter the Secretary presses the
importance of a " retired list,” in which to bestow
the superannuated and incompetent from whatever
cause, so that merit may be advanced and reward:
ed.

Chapter fourth, on the subject of discipline, gives
the Secrelary’s views of the operation of the law
abolishing flogging. He is opposed to the restora-
tion of that kind of pumishment, and quotes the
opinion of Capt. Walker, given upon his return
from a four years’ cruise, who says:

¢ In regard to the first ques'ion, whether it is
desirable to restore corporal punishmeant, 1 reply,
that, from experience, as well as conviction, [ do
not believe it would be desirable, or for the inter-
es's of the service.”

The Secretary snggests some amendments to the
present laws as a substitute for ﬂnggiﬁg.

The subject of yarde and docks is uext treated of
at some length, in the course of which the Secreta-
having a basin and railway attached to
fornia Naval Dry Dock.

The report concludes with a reference to miscel-

having previously found their way into the pnblic
prin's.

The Annual Report of the Secretary
of the Enterior.

This is an exceedingly able interesting docoment
As an exhibit of the aflairs of this deparimeny, it
presents a condition of things of which he may
justly feel proud.

N R R A R LY T T R TP e O

Conzress. The reasonsfor this determination are, | considerable saving of public money been thereby
its doubtful legality ; that they'retard the setilement effected. It seemsa that two handred and 1wenty.
of the country; the difficolly of ascertaining in three terms of the courts, are annuaily teld at

what cases it is likely the grants will be made;
and the fear of injuring the section of country in

which the improvement is contemplated by turning | for the support of |

thence the tide of emigration.

: X g ad i P = " =
The Secretary reiterates hisrecommendation that % ed in the courts jusiifies these numerous terms, i

l
I

the officers connected with the survey and sale of |

ing interested in its purchase.

Afer the passage of the act of September, 1€30,
granting the swamp and overflowed lands to the
S:ates in which they are sitcated, many of such
lands were taken up by purchase or lecation as
aaricnltural lands. The act of 185C being a grant

in presentt to the States, the Government cannot |
: S {
make titles to the individval purchasers or locators, |

head, to settle which and afford the necessary

ton,

The Secretary also recommends, as indispensa-
bly necessary to the completion of the vast amounnt
of business before it, a continvation, for another
vear, of the commission to eettte land claims in
California. The commissioners have, by their
great assiduity, accomplished a great deal, and
there is still much to be done. They have adjudi-
ca'ed 397 claims, which is less than half the num
Of those adjudicated, 204 wesg con-
firmed for about 736 square leagues of lard, and
103 rejected, covering about 383 square leagues.

The Secretary adverts to the irregularities and

| . . .

4 é milar exising pension laws, and recommends

ful arntisans, who pay it back into the treasury with | : . = : :
z | some important mod:fications with a view to uni.

| formity, and also res'ore the system eomewhat to

| “ -
the original design ol its projectors, and to increaze !

|
|
|
i
|
|
|
|

|

| March, 1853, 30 persons have been indicted.

i's benefits and restrict its operation to those who

are 1eally and legitimately deserving objects of | modations its erecion has been anthorized. The

governmen'al favor and proteciion.
He renews his recommendation of a biennial ex-

amination of invalid pensioners, and cites the sin-

gular fact that while applications are numerous and
constantly being presented for an increase of pen-

{ sion on account ofalleged increase of disability, but
{ two instances have occurred of a voluntarily ac.

knowledgment of a diminution of the disease or
wound for which the pension was originally grant-
ed

The Department has been eminently successful
in ferreting out and bringing to punicshmentthe per-.
petrators of frands on the Pension Buorean. Up to
the 30th ot September last, and since the 4th of

of

’l?xcﬂe, 11 have been convicted ; 9 have forfeited

their recogmzances and fled; 1 has died; 1 com-

; > ; i mitted snicide ; 2 have eluded the officers of the
ty expresses his conviction of the imporiance of '

the Cali. |

law, and 6 awai'ed trial.
We are surprised to learn that in so large and

| important a depariment as that of the laterior, no

) 5 | appropriation ledgers were kept therein, by which
laneous matters of litle general interest; the facts '

| ment ook charge ofl it.

the financial condition of the Department could be
ascertained, until the present head of ihe Depart.
We do not see how its
affairs canid have been intelligently managed with
ont having this information readily at hand.

[t now appears that an admirable and economi-
cal system has been devised and is in successiul
operation, (requiting but one disbursing clerk in-

| stead of three, which the laws allows,) by which

During the last fiscal year, there have been

11,070 935 acres of the public lands surveyed, and
8,190,027 acres brought into market.
same period, 7.035,735 acres were sold for cash,
bringing £0,285,533,58 into the Treasury, being 5,-

Within the |

952, 210 acres mere than were sold during the pre- |

ceding year, 3,416 802 acres were located with

bounty land warrants—11 033,813 selected for the |
Siates, as swamp lands. 1,751,962 for railroads, |

. . . !
Thus showing that, while there has been_alarge in- |
crease in the number of acres sold for cash, a sen- |

sible diminution is felt in the varions other modes |

in which the lands are disposed of.
The qnantity ot land sold during the first and
second quarters of the present fiscal year was 3,.

826,619 acres, and the amount received therefor |
was $3,642 496 44 more than during the corres. |

ponding period of the last year. The quaniity of
land located in satisfaction of bounty laud warrants
issned for eervices 1endered the various wars
since the year 1790 is 31. 427,612 acres. To satis-
fy Virginia bounty land warrants under the act af
31st August, 1852, a scrip has been esued cover-

in

ing 837 356 acres, and 10 selis!y the remaining war. |

rants, it is supposed that about 200,000 acres muore
will be required. "

The introduction of the graduation prineiple into
our public land srystem engrafis vpon it a new and
important feature. The Secretary considers the
law as it 18 very difficult of execution, and that fuily
to accomplish the objects contemplated by is pas
sage, material modifications must be made.

[1e adheres 10 his previous views respecting the
policy of granting alternate sections of land in aid
of the constraction of great leading highways,
where snch works are likely to be undettaken and
completed in good faith, and prove beneficial 1o
the public at large, and nut merely to acventurers
and epeculators. To throw the neces=ary guards
and resirictions around such grants, he makes
some praclical suggestions, but submits the matier
to the wisdom of Congress.

The applications to Congress al is lasl seseion,
so far as they were brought to the attention of the
Department by the committees, contemplated the
construction of about 3,056 miles of railroad ; and
allowing six seclions to the mile ithey would have
required 20,000,000 acres.

In anticipation that some of these grants would
be made, the Depariment, upon the urgent solici-
tions of the delegations in Congress, reserved the
lands from eale along the proposed routes of these
roads to an extent approaching to about 20,000.000
acres. The Depariment kas carefully reconsider-
ed the policy of this course, and come lo the deter-
mination not to make such reservations hereafter
until the grants shall have been aclually made by

uniformity and prompitude are secured in the dis-
bursement of the public moneys, and alvances to
disbursing officers regulated by the wants of the
public service and the means of the Department to
meei them.

On the 31st March, 1813, the enormous sum of
$948,475 80 was in the hands of agents for paying
This new financial system has en-
abled the Secreary of the I[nterior to call in this
amouu', &0 that on the 30th of June last, those
agents only hadon band the aggregatesum 0f3393,-

pensions alone,

801-20—an amonnt amply sufficient for the promp: |
| payment of pensions I'able 1o be called for until

other advances are made.

It was supposed until recently, that the new line
of boundary between the United States and the
Republic of Mexico would be completed with the
time and amount estimated at the last session.=
Recent intelligence, however, indicates that farther
appropriation may be necessary, bat the Secretary
still hopes that if made, its use may be avoided.

The Secretary recomends the demarkation of |

bonndary line between the United States and (he
3ri ish Possessions on ilie Northwest and particu-
larly that portion of the Territory ¢} Washington,

{ aud also the setilement of the claims of the Hud-

son’s Bay and Puget Sound Comparies, before
difficulties grow up be:ween the citizens of the
two nations, and create embarrasmeuts for the fu
ture.

He makes some judicious suggestions respecting

. the laws and organization of the Patent Ofhce, so

and
increase t'ie efficiency of the office in proportion to
the rapidly increesing business devoiving upon it

He also recommends the creation, in connection
with the office of Attorney General,of alaw depart.
ment of the Government, the increase of salaiies
of the jndges of the disirict courts of the United
Siate, and certain modihcations of the fee bill of
1853.

A large amount of Jiscretion being in the head
of the Department, respecting jndicial expenses of
various kinds, the Secretary deems it best and
safes!, and recommends that all such matters, as
far as practicable, be regulated by law.

A throrough examination of the subject has re
sulted in ehowing that the expenses incident to the
office of coroner of the District (amounting to about
£9,900 per annum) are not legally chargeable to
the United States, and the drafts upon the Treasury
on this account have consequently ceased. The
Clerk of the United Siates Court in this District has
also been required to conform to the laws—insome
respect herelofore neglected—regulaling the fees
andlemoluments of other clerks of United States
courts in the several States and Tertilories, and a

as the better to secure the righis ot inventors,

the public lands be prohibited by law from becom. | courts are held at six different places, in the north.

eighty-eight different places, and in aliuding to the
causes whicli yea:ly demand larger appropriations
hie judiciary, the Secreta-y very
pertinently suzgests whether the business transac'-

appears that {or the western district of Virginia

ern district of New York at eight, in California at
six, in Lonisiana at ¢ix, and in Florida at five.—
The Secretary seems inelined to the idea of hold-
ing courts at but one or two places in each S:ate,
and of erec'ing suitable bui!dinge at those pointa for
their accomadation, and with a view of making
them independent of the State or other local av- |
thorities, !

The Census statistica called for by the seperate |

'
{

he

! two Honses of Conaress at the last session are now

realy to be laid before Conzress, and the work

! having been completed, the clercical force retain. |

i re'ary, we are ziad to perceive, recommends liter

{
|

{ document.

| £92, give a total for the service of the year of $95,-
| 492,598.

{ The amount of public debt ou'standing on the 1st

[ of 385,882 tone.

ed for that purpose has been disbanded. The Sec.

al appropriations for improvement of the Fedeoral
metropolis, and also the erection o! fire-proof build.
ings for the accommodation of the State, War.
Navy, and Interior Departments, and suggests that
a be'ter application of a portion of the larze amount
now in the Treasury cannot be made. He also
cugges's the proprie'y of donating to the ¢i'y author-
ities for educational purposes all the vaeant city
lors which may not be needed for public pur-
pn!?!.

The woik on the Linle Falls bridge, and likewise
the Insane A<ylum, has been vizoronsly prosecnt
ed under the able and atcomplished officers res- |

pectiveiy in charge of them. The latter will soon ;
|
!
1

be ready to receive the patients for whose accom- |
aflairs of the Penitentiary are noticed, and an ap- |
propriation asked to free it of an old indebtedness, |

The Secretary conceives that his Chiet Clerk was |
overlooked, when, by an act of the !ast Congress ‘
the salaries of certain Government officers were in- |
creased ; and justly appreciated the value of his
services,which, he says, are equally a= ardoons and |
important as those of the Assistant Secretaries of |
the other departments he recommends that hiscom- i
pensation be increased accordingly, and that he be
madey ex officio, Assistant Secretary, in the absence |
of the Secretary from the Department.

Within the past year fonrteen Indian treaties
have been negotiated, all of which evince a just |
and liberal spirit towards the poor Indians. The
Secretary considers the anruities provided for there- |
in amply sofficient for the pn'poses intended, if |
properly and jndiciously applied, to eflect which |

i

every eflort is being made. He regards it as one
of the highest and most solemn duties of the Gov-
ernment (o see that its engagement with theze un-
lettered children of the forest, who are rapid!y pas.
ging away are executed with the most scrupulous

good faith, and that mild and persnasive meacures

shiould be employed to indoce them to abandon the
chase and become asetled and agricultaral people, |
as the only remedy against their early and total ex- |

tinction, and that force or coercion should not be |

The juet and |

employed except in the last resort,
humane sentiments of the honorable Secretary 1es-
pecting these wild and barbarous, thonzh in‘eres'. |
ing peogle, do eqnal credit to his head and hear,

and his report on this subject will, wecannot deubt | |
be read with interest and commendation by every '
sta‘esman, philosopher, and philanthrophist.

|

Snmmary of the Treasury Report.

For the benefit of those who have neither time |
nor inclination to perose tha tull report of the Sec.
retary of the Treasuy, and yet desire a knowledge |
of i's con'em's, we have made the following sy- |
nopsis, which, we believe, cont
of ail the important subjects treated in the oflicia!

ins the substance

The report commences very properly with a |
view of the condition of the Treasury, from which |
we learn thatthe actual receipts into the Treacury
for the fiscal year ending 30:h June, 1834, from
all sources were $73.519,705, which with the bal |
ance in the Treasury on 1st Ju'y 1863 £31 942.-

The actual expenditures for the year|
were $70 251 630, leaving a balance in the Tieas.
ury on the 151 July 1851, of $20 137 967. The re
ceip's for the quarter ending Sep'. 30, 1354, were
$21,521,392. The cstimates for the remaining |
three quarters of the flscal year are $12.500 000 —

of July, 1854, was $17,180 506

The Secretary anticipates a falling oft in the cus. |
toms receip's, owing to the Reciprocity Treaty ‘
and the short crops. The table of the tonnaze of |
the United States exhibits an increasa for the year |
The table ot exporis and imports |
shows that the imports of the year were $26 331, |
317 in excess ol the exports,

The state of the revenue induces the Secre‘ary |
to again call the attention of Congress to the pro
priety of reducing the revenue from cuystoms so
that no more money shall be received inlo the
Treasury than is required for an economical ad-
ministration of the Governmen!.  He recommends
but three rates of duty, viz: 100,40, and 25 per
cent, in place of the eight schedules at present in
use. Tue recommendation for a repeal of the fish-
ing bounties is renewed, and the sabject of draw.
back duties and refined sugar is also recommend.-
ed to \he consideration of Congress.

The statement as to the currency of the cguntry
aives the total amount of gold and silver coin in |
circulation on 30th September a! $£211,000,000
againel which the tolal Bank ecirculation is $204,-
788,209. It appears from the report on the banks,
submitted to Congress on the 6:h of May, 1854,
that in 1850.51 there were 87D banksin the Uci
ted Sta'es, wilh a capital of $227,807,533, and in
1853-4 there were 1,208 banks, with a capital of
$301,756,071, being an increass of 948,538, —

avn

2,

| the Treasury,

! tal putting out of the lights.

| cer to me

| bled, one siormy evening, in tl

| to arrange her diawers,

| oo, sometimes, and
| where itis w

e ]
In 1850-51 the circnlation of the 879 banks wase
$155165,251; deposits, $128,556 712; due to
other banks,$46 411,928 ; and together, $390,539,-
891 ; and in,1852-34 the circulation of the 1.208
banks was $205 689,207 ; the deposi's, $188 188,
744; and there was due 10 other banks, $50 322,-
162; and togeler, $443 200,114, makinz an in-
crease of $112 660,222, with syecie in their vanits
in 1830-51 of $18 671,018, and in 1833-54 of £39,-
710,433, being an increace of £10,739 205,

The Secretary is opposed 10 the circulation of
uotes of a small denomination,

The Sacretary calls for further aid ior protecting
human life from shipwreck on onr coasts, and sog.
gests wheher the law should not provide greater
securi'y in the- construciion of steam passenger ves.
rels, or leave them as notw, to ship owners. He
also recommends the continuance of the Coast
Survey.

[ view of recent frauds by Collectors of Cus-
tomsin Cleveland, Oswego, &e , the report calls for
such additional legislation as may be deemed
necessary.  The balaace of ilie report refers main-
I¥ to ihe operations ot the variouns departments of

Tue Cocnixear.—Tha Cochineal of Commerce
hasthe appearance of a seed or grain ; and few
persons who are acquainted with the nataral histe-
ry of the article which is the principle inzradient
in all our most brilliant dyes, would, on inepection,
bulieve itto be a member of the animal, instead of
the vegetable kinzdom.
of pounds of 1

But go it ie, and million
hese minule insec's are reared and
sacrificed, made an important article of commerce,

1 . . .
and eold in the varions marke's of the whole civil-

ized woild, in order to gratity the eye of man,
Two members of the lower animal creation play
important part in ministering to hnman luxery and
pride, viz: the silk worm and the Cochineal fiy
—the former in <pim.fng the thread of all our most
costly tetile fabrics, and the latter in giving them
their brilliancy of hues, from the flaming scarlet,
the brilliant orange, and the blushing crimson, to
the delicate pink, and the pale-inted rose, Al
tiese colors, in their infinite variely of shade as

| we!l as all others where a tinge of red enters as a

component, ate made {rom Cochineal.

The insect is cbtained from Mexico and ihe
neizhboring conntries and is raised on a tree of the
Cactus family, on the jnice of which it feeds —
When the insects are properjy maiuced, they are
killed by pouring over them boiling water, or by
roasting them on plates of iron Afier being
thoroughlyfdried the insect is packed for the trade.
Immense guantities of this dye-sinff are used both
in Evrope and the United States, in eilk ard car-
pet manvtactories,

The belie who, in a five hundred dollar shawl
of Can'on crape, promenades Broadway, captivat-
inz the hear's and turning the heads of foola and
coxcombs by the magnificence of the display, does
not, perhaps, know enovgh ol na'urai history and
the mechanic arts, to understand that all the costly
paraparenalia is manufactored out of the shroud ot
a crawling worm, and dyed with the life blood of
an immolated bug.

T ——

05~ Atashow down east, the aulience wers
suddenty involved in 'otal darkness by an acciden-

Among the rest wa=
anewly mariied conntry bumpkin and his pretiy
bride;

nd on the same bench—a stranger to bo'h
—sat a city genifenan who, prafiiing by the.daik-
ness, fell 10 kissing the bride. Sae whispered to

her husband—¢“John, Johu! 1! ‘ere tellei's

s a

{ kisgin’ on me !

Tell him to quit,” said John : for John it eeems
probable, s'ood a little in awe of the philosophe

from the city, and found himself theretere, in pre-
“No, 1can',” whispered
the biide ; ““yon teli him.” “ Make him quit'”
said John, now ae'ting quite excited. ¢ 1 don't

like 10, ¢ he's a pe fect stran-

plexed cireumstances,

TSR e
whispered
"y

bride.

.S
A Misexnerstanmine. The boarders were assem
lie partor of a fash.

i'nable boarding house, in Bos'on, when a rather

antiqnated maiden lady lisped cut the remark that

| she loved a rainy day, and always availed of oue

* No do,” growled an oll

| sea captain, “ | overhau] my drawers and shins

a batton or a siring
Mademoiselie did not fain',
but there was an angry rosde of her silks, as she

sew o

]‘l’\] -

swept from the room, leaving all to exchange a
suppressed titter for a geod heal'hy laugh

Tur Jaranese “ Urerr Ten.”"—Tle Japanesa
are fond of exgs, they boil them hard, and eai them
at the desert like fruit, frequen:ly with oranges —
Sometimes they boil them in sonp with vegetables.
For the people of distinction, fowls are kept in
roomg, where they lay their egzs, and are fad
wih The great people woull not eat

fce.

{ the ezgs of fowls that run aboot a! their will aud

pick up what they can find. Many keep alsoswana,

| geese and turkeys, but merely for pleasuie, as we

do peacocks, which thiey have also  The gall of a
beas is made by thewt in‘o a solid mass, and nsed
as a sireng'hening medicine, for weakness in the
stomach, aid other disorders. Tt is highly valaed
by the Japanese for-its medical vir'ves, and paid
for at a high price.
idaler i a8 SBa e Y

Nuaper Oxe —Accoiding to the newspapors,
Mr Hume, on the presentation of his piciure, said
*“that his chiel aim in life had been to promote the
grealest good to the greatest number.” The reports
omit to «late that Lord John Russell here interrupi-
ed him with the question—

¢ What is the greatest number?”

Ard that Mr. Hume, with great promptitude re-
phed—

« Number ¢z, to be sure.”
S

(%= The most mischievous liars are those wio
keep just on the verge of trath,




