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THE BRIDAL AND THE BURIAL. !

ST SO OSSR S

BT JAMES NONXTOOMERTY.
Blessed is the bride whom the sun shines vn;
Blessed is the corpse which the rain rains on.
.

I saw thee young and beautiful,

1 saw thee rich and gay;

In the first blush of womanhood,

Upon thy wedding day ;

The church-bells rang.

And the little children sang—

« Flowers, lowers, kiss her feet;

Sweet 1o the sweet! ’
The winter is past,the rain is gone,
Dlesssed is bride whom the sun shincs on.”

.

-T saw thee poor snd desolate,
I saw the fade away,

cersted in a prison ten feel below the ground, which | azain, and, boldly raising my 'heill, #aid, “ No
bad no o:her opening than 8 natrow stair, and a | matier ; take me into your service, and yon shall
mere hole in Jhe wall. see that everything yon charge me to do shall be
In thie gloomy place e bad dwekt fourteen days | done 10.your satisfaction,” He seemed lo reflent,

[ without hearing a voice or sgeing the face of a hu- | and'looked at me as il he would pietce me through
man being, except that ot the keepar, who bronght | agd through. At length - he said, * If you will

higy each morping a jug of water, amd s pieae of | do whail require of you—if | 1un no risk of find:
black bread. Not a word, howerer, was spoken, |-ing you a traitar, or that it'were possible the aristo-
nor a look of compassion givew to the captive, by | crat watked beneath a mask, I—, You tremble,
his jailer, whose occupation had probably harden- | friend,” # With acger,” | amwe'rml,,' suppressing
ed his natore ;" and as sdon a3 his daily duty was | my agitation, ¢ I will,” he eoniini;ed, “ lake');ou
{ulfilled, he retired as gloomily a» he came. into my service. \Vvhat do you nsk ? ¢ Only food
_ Nothing could the old priest see as he looked | and sheher,””t replied; ¥ for angthing morg [ trogt

arnund, bat the thick, dark walis of his dungeon, | to your kindness.”” .My answer seemed 1o please
a linle straw in 4 corner for a bed, and rings and | him. * Young man,” he eaid in a sofier tone,
chains suaitered about, The only sounds ‘wwere | * you will have no cause to regret your determina-
drops of witer falling fram 1he damp roof, as they | tion. The times are favorable for jailers and their
fell with a rgonotonans and dismal drip, distinctly | seqvants.”?  Next day T accompanied him on his
heard im; the stillnese. Bometimes he lancied he | rounds, and the first place we came 1o was your
heard the low sigh or moan of soma otlier prisouer, | dongeon. |1 required greal mastery over mysell
or it might be the wiud siriking szainst the coruer | riot to betray my emotion, bot the darkness of this
of his Jungeon wall. ' . cell favored me ; and now, worthy father, that |

In broken-hearted widowh
. DBefure thy locks wee gray ;
The death-bell rang, .
And the little children sang—
. « Lilly’s dress her winding sheet ;
- Bweets to the sweet !
The summer’s past, the sonshine's gone;
Blessed is the corpse which the rain rains on.”

d,

© Selecfed Tale.

VERONICA:s
N Taie of fhe Teench Herodniion.

———

CHAPTER 1.

11 wgs in the month of Juiy, in the yéar 1793, .
i

when a crowd of lugitives passed by the Loire to0- |

wards Nantes. Large bodics of troops had been !

rent to that place in consequence of the rising iu
L.a Vendee, which, although not entirely surpress- .
od, were then kept within u:_iuower boands.  The
good natufed inhatitants, 'l of compassion for the
Vendeans, did all in then power w a-suaze the sot. i
sows of e upfortanale relugees.  Fusthis compas-
rion towards the pecseeuted—a sin i the eyes of
those in-authority —the inhubitants of Naotes wew '
nawfcompelled to suffer. Robespiene, dien Y
power, sent iluther a man every way adapied for
e execian of the myst cruel and infamous mea-
cures  This man was Cagrier, who poscessed cer-
tanly a lalent Jor ciimé, aad d toly Jwbuln:al(;-glfl
of inveution for new torares. H

Iiis a singular fact, that all the men of Wood

of

“thatunhappy era were distinguished by somelhing!

siresqoe ur distinguishad in their appesrancre.
and, alibouzh the tiger Marat deserved the prece-
dence, in being Wee ¢ aghest of ihe ugly,” Carrier
wltcoare neal. §n person he was shoit “sud
 meagre, ol agellowish brown eomplexion ; hia lare-
fead low ; his eyes were blund-<hot and squinting
—~hie haic fel} w stpes down lis sunken cheeks,
wbde bis nose curved ke the.beak of a bird ol
l."f);; and nearly met his projecting chin; his voice
hatst and screechiug when in anger, al oluér kaies
ilat awd montonsus, As soon as tids monsrer af-
sved at Xantes, he-formed a band, 113 said of threa
handred aesassiurs, aud spréad them over the. city
and the surrounding counlry, Llling Lhe':prazﬁpnﬁ,
but seun again empying then by @eans of his
wholesale syslem of murder: paying his assistants
Lberally for iheir servicer.  His tust yicums were
wie fugiives (romp La Vendee, and then the inkab-
itante of Nantes. fle who merely spaketo a royal
ist was snspected—he who showed pity at an exe
culion was the sazue ; oubl 4l Jast exesy sich mas,
every virtuous man, every ase who was conecien.
Lous or moderate in his epimiona; was suspected ;
and to be buspecle\‘ was (0 be on the sicaight road
tw death. Lven wpmen andchildren were léd be.
{ore the revolutionary bunal of this tyraat, and
thea sacrificed.. ‘
Al the commeneement, themnhappy people were

czillotined ; but thiseode of destroying life seem-
ed toa ¢low for Carrier ; he ‘théretore had whale
masses shot at once. He also ordered boats 1o be
built, with trap-doors opening by means of ropes in
1heir bottoms ; and, as s00n @s i grew Jdark, pus-
oners, in gangs in fiom oneto (wo handred ia num-
ber, were distributed in these boate, and sowed
away 1o the cenite of the river, olien wnler the -
pression that lhey-wbre to receive their liberty. $ud.
- denly the falling planks revealed 10 them the fear-
« ful truth, a8 with a shriek of agany they sank’ be-
. neatk the waves. ' :

This the wrete‘b-mo&ing}y called the bapism of |

"the republic. Bul'many were cast inio lhe river
‘without any such preparation as this, and the Loire
inthe vicinity of Nantes was soon lilled with corps-
es. Thus, il olten happened, that shen boals wish-
ed-to cast ancho?, they struck against the dead —
Fverywhere birds of prey flocked to a disgvsting
meal, while the fishes were s0polluted by euch
food, that even the poorest persons could no longer
pertake of them. Jiseemed as if tha sogel of death
had spread his datk wings over the pity,-as-if il

" were litle else than qne dark and fearful grave.

. The commitiee of public satety, (as the then au
thoriies called themselses,) however re-called
Carrier trom Nantes, where he was perfeirating

hus atrocities, and demanded his presence at P'aris;
they became afraid, lest his croeliy, carsied to euch
lengibe, mignt ulimately prove dangerons.

WHE™S245¢ds 1he end ofthe Reigu of Terros,
C'am:\er lumselfNgas brovght before the National
Convention, maky trom Nantes bore ‘'such, feasful
tesiimony to his blood.thirstiness, that even tlie
jnlges, hard us were their hearts, shuddeped with
horror,  His own assertions of having acted jusily,

“and having been indrely:1hia_ avedger ofipjured in-

rocence, did not save him. He was sentenced lo
death, declating to the last his beliel in his gwn
innocence. Jaudeed, his assenions pordered on in-
6anity, and a Ire@:epxion inlo a mad-houre would
iiave been more fiting fuf such a man shan death
ty the guillotihe. . =

It was at this period that an aged priest;: who had

i gmell of mould, all gave the place the rembluance |

[ your duties. ¢ You must bring daily to this prisoner  of seeing you pefish at my side.”

The altnost darkness or the twilizht thatgleam | have found you, [ leel a joy which makes me lor-
ed in through he narrow “aperture* the cold, the ' gel all my misery and danger.”

' Veionica was sitent. The priest, aflected by
of the grave ; he saw, fel, and rmeli ‘the grave, . gratimde and nobleness of hean, was much touch-

. but hia epirit did not rest in it Tt wandered far | ed by the simple recital, 1le ook her hand, and

i @way to brighter regions, and in the consolation of | said, ** Your presence, my child, certainly glad-

\l religion the old priest was happy and resigned. He | dens me, but here yoo inust not, cannot stay ; you

| could sleep and olten pleasant dreams cheered lum. : must leave me, Veronioa.” .

| One morning, s usgal, the door of the dungeon |« Leave you,” replied the girl, with an expres-

! opened, and ihe jsiler appeared, but not alone ; Le- | sion of deep grief, * and again lace Jangers from
hind kim came a yonng man, who in one hand car- | which | have asmpfd as if by a miracte !

i tied a key, and w the other breal, '

« Patience, my! child, 1 trusi God will soon grant
¢ Listen,’” said the jailer, in o hoarse voice, ad- " you a better means of living.  You would help me
! dressing his companion, “ unui | tell you whature | 10 carry my cioss, but | inust not have the sorrow
his allowance, and you musi examine minotely his | /11 you must”die, Reverend father, ander the
chana, and seo that thay are all rigit. DBut ne "hand of the executioner, it will be a consolation for
speaking, recollect, nv uunecessary lpoks. He. ! me 10 share your fate ; but | have no such dread.
member the: pledze | gave you dor tidelity, and ful thoughts. | will save you, dear father ; atleast

yous head assuredly wili not be safe’it you disobey i 1 will make the attempt. | nave a file ta break your

my orders.” chaios, and, il all goes well, you must escape in

- Be satisfied,”? replied the yonth; ¢ 1 know as “my clashes, during the:might, while [ take “your
well uboutahis business as it 1 bad followed it {rom ' pxacc."' As the young girl spoke, her eyes shone
my childhood. Youewill never have any cause 1o and her cheeks glowed, as if at thal mement were
fegrat taking me into yonr seivice.” | united in ber the courage of a man with the sacri-

As the youlh spoke, the priest was seized with fiemy faith and constancy of a noble maiden. The

the srestest amazement, It is her voice,'! he : priest smiled with a sad expression, he eaid—
€and 10 himself. The young man approached him,
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" And our child 1 said’ t;;;’a’,’ Jooking at h'ﬂ'} Search had ofien been made for him, as he retos.
infant, whigh she held beneath her _mantle, and’ ed 1o tnke the civil'oath; buE Yeronica conttived to]
thed st hor husband, with abal{ tesrified expression | conceal him so well, that al Jength the search
of countenance.. v L " ! seemed to be abandoned. However, he again
t We must leave ii hiere,”’ answered the yonng drew obsereation upon humself, "by persisting
man, épeakiug with an effort. i . | dispensing the sacraments ; and he assuredly mnst
¢ Leave my child ” impetuously exclaimed ' the have been taken before ihe fearful tribuna, liad be
unhappy mother, becoming pale and red by torns, | not withdsawn himsel! from Touss. '
& Do notepédkiio:me, Joline, ot - what i ympossi- Cm;:‘-‘ s
ble,” and poor Laura borst into an agony of weep- Soveral days elapsed, when, o ocnica Veros |
psed, w en, one morning yer

ing. - . : . -
@ Laara,” said her compahion, ind voicp broken “l:“ emer‘ed the dungeon, looking more cheerlul
than usual. ,

and agitated, ¢ do you think that I sufler Jess than W1 brivg you hope, my (athes." she said—
you i_" proposin_g»:uch ) mep1. Were itnotanim- |\ o pessons ol im;;onance hav'e come o in-
perative necessity, could 1, bink you,contemplate speot the prisoners. | accompanied them todiffer-

°“§h a P“’"""_‘"B? But it "“."t: be.- We. canlnol ent dungeons, und [ obsetved one of the officials
take oufpoor little daughter with us to Paris, when | o Vity and compassion, and | feel cerntain |
]

ot ; l A . : .

Ke f';:y 3" °b£'°°:l 10 *:':::;; ‘:Lealv';m;:?n?; I‘?:‘:x. " that he will exert himsell to alleviate the euflor-
esides, dear Lura, w ;

short ; we shall retomn and claim in,” .

; the unhappy prisoners. Al continned the young
Laura looked up, and asked what e meant ee- pey P ' yous

. ' : gitl, ¢ what sad sights | bave sean! Pirst, we visit-
riously to do with the child. i ed a poor widow, whose husband and son had

¢ That wh'ch olher‘t’mfonunale ones ofien do, been guitiatined ; then we came 10 ihe cell of 3|
place it in the Foundling ho“?‘“_ﬂ'” young orphan girl, whosa helpless state and mel. i
Thase words weté uttered as-if wrung from the

ancholy tale would have,made ‘the heart tender.—

h"“""" the ‘““‘::‘PP_Y young father. Rut ono man in particular | musi mentian, who or- |
“No, Julins; cried his wife, with yet realeY \ . e the uttention of the inspectore. Ah, it wasa .
vehemence ; * raiher hau consent (o this, | would | painful sight ¥ exclaimed Veronica ; ** those horrid
see my child perish in my arms, !“'halLsee ?ur | spectacles make me shudder, “The man of whom
danghter in the midst of crime add shame! You | '1ne0y wag about thirty years of age. His ges-
know that the children are ofien given over 10 this o, peirayed pride, as he paced up.and down lus
one or ilat ope, l’reque.mly 0 needy woren as, dungeon. His countenance was inflamed and L
Jaily begzars. What kinduess could be expeoted ayes roliéd witdly 1"yon his forehead he wore a

. it .
from ?M'h women? . band of black silk, and round his lefi hand was
% Your own aunt showed no greater kindness,” | yige] a piece ol linen eloth

1

f

Ho was dressed in !

ings he wilnessed, aud perhaps release many of |,

rephied Julms, with binernes, ‘“ihan any of those

umiform. In his right hand ke held a paper; where-

women may be expecled 10 show 10 a chitd.  Per-
haps you had better retrage your steps, aud ask her
aid once more.” - )

1t Do not be unjust, Suliee, My anut was kiad
1o me, and cared tor me as any mother would have
done ; for my edacation, for all { ever eceived |
have 1o thank her. And she was kinl to you, too,
Julius, unul .7 She soppedd, afraid of hurting
her husband’s feelinas, by aliuding to theic maj-
rage. .

on were wrilten some }ines in 2 ied color of ink.
As we approached him, hecast on us alaok of lury, |
and, Jrawing himself proudly up, he bsgan o sing, |
in & loud voice,

“ Allons enfunts. de la pairo he
I.2 jour Je moriestrrnye ;

1nire npus do la tyranuio

Le coutedu sanglunt est Lieve™-

a pasoldy of the ¢ Marsei%iée.”
‘ Who gre you,”demm\ ed tha inspector, ** who
dare to profsue our glorions hymn

t

i favorable light.”
i L that case, Veronica, you would be obliged |

as it 1o begin ke waik that kad been traneterred 10 | to exchange my place in this dungeon for the scal |

¢ him, by lifing np the chains, and holding them be. | jold.”
fore his eyes  While doing eo the prisoner lelt \
a warm teas drop on hig fetered hand4. Al

tight,”” suid the youth, ' we may uow leave.

! They both ledt.

. replied the gill. -
. ¢ No mader then,” continued the hesoic girl —
40 e, itis Veronsca,” muimured the priest: |  To yon | owe my preservation ; il | give you back
while hope and fear, aniiety and ulbniahmenli my hfe, | only repay adebt.”
agitated him by turns. -The night which fullowed‘ “ What!? exclaimed 1he venerabdy poiest, af-
!

seemed anusoal'y long.  Sleep did from his eyes, | fveted by 1he gxpreseion of such elevated senti.
and he still {eltthe warm lear that had bedewed | ments. ¢ You have scarcely eutered upon life, and
his_hands, and stidl heard 1he voice thal had o sur- I already you wouhl sacrifice yoursell for me, whose
! prised and'touched him. The moraing came at | last hour cannot in any case be lar di-tant. look
| last” The door apened, and he youth of the day ; al my leeble’budy, alrealy rinking; lock at my
| before tl:rew himeell al the leet of ke priest, ex. ' thin, trembling bands, my sunken cheeks! No,
_elasming, “ My dear benefactor ¢ while the lai- | Veronica, your resolution [ rannot call a right
tec could vuly reply, ¢ My beloved davghier !? une.”’
; "t was indeed Veronica, his adopted chidd.~—| * But yoursoul is sitong,” answered the intrepid
' 1iembling, ehe raised the chains by which the  girl, *“ and you may yetdn much service in the
" priest was bound, and said, weeping, ‘ Ah, ve. ! world. You may console the dying, and succor
nesable tather, why dod find you in 20 fearful a ' the miseralle.”
. place 17  Yes, thee soul does the good my ¢inld ; bot not
oo My daughier,” auswered the priest, ©“ | con- , without the aid of the bady, and mine. js weighed
1 vidoted it 2 duty to save mysell from death, by down by years. 1 can vo longer be whatl was in
; aking cefuge among strangers ; but God has con- | my youth. 1 long for another Ife, while you may
: dited ms 1o this dungeon.  Thus, you see, there | be useful on earth, lor you have 3 censtant and
| is noting einzudat in ey being bere. Bu! how | etrong will ; therefure do not desire my lite pro-
czme you here, V{Emnica, and n that dress ¥ longed.” Veroniea wept. )

“ My fuster-mather,” replied the girl, ¢ wastak- | ¢ Al loasg? she Baid, after a pauge; * suller me
Yento grisan, and, ahes mach syflering, died. The | i remmn here, 1o be near yon, that I may help
? picware of the misery which you—my only bere-| you to such to such things as your bodily wauts
i lactor—snight be enduring, filled me with griet, require.”’ ‘

i and gave me no reat. I wust go 1o him, and try « Ba it &n,” akawered the arieat; * but go naw,
! 10 asset b, { #aid 10 my~ell. The feeling of | lesi your absence ba suspected.” .

geatituda made me forget the dangers and dithcul- T ——
ties ot_m'y underaking, and | resolved to search for
you everywhere.”

& But how rame you to Mantes 7" inquited the
aged priest. ' N

« { knaw,” eaid Veronica, # that, " order to
seach the sea, you must pass thiough Nantes; so |
packed up a few things, and with the'litle awuey
{ bad, began my journey. 1 had been many days
oa the radd, for, throagh fear of falling imo evil

. CHAPTER M.

{u order 10 afford the reader an msight mio the
relation of Verouca with hes benefucior, we must
glance al an event which look place at an -eahier
period of our etory. {1 was an (e evening of the
sixth of,October, 1777, when in the Rue Baroche,
at Toure, a gounyg and handsoms mau stoud at the

eight hours Jistan! from this city,- | was ecized, in
consequence of my wantof a passpon, &nd threat-
ened io be seni te prison. | implered the soldiers
10 sel me fiee, and, as they were not destitoie of
pily, alter a shost eonsultaion with each pther, they
told me 'l might go where [ fpieassd. Much agi-
tated, | reached a hut, where the woman who liv-
ed in it showed me great kindness, and kept me all
aight.  * Unbappy days!” she eaid, looking st me
"full of pity. « Every oue istrosbled, ieisdr ie over
all, whether child or gray haired man,. gist or wo-
tnim-—‘xmne can sjeep sounily.'’ She related to
me how she lately sheltered an old man fpr a night
beneatlj her roof. From her deseription | conjec-
tured it was my. father, aud the nexi day 1 came 0
Nantes. | was told of ihe impsisonment of many
ptiesta-and I fegred you might be among them
It suddenly occarred 1o me to go thie keeper of the
dungeons.- | did o, asked alms, but was thrust
bagk. - The keeper just st that moment £amo o
the gate, heard my voice, and 3id, throwing on
me a surly‘ glance, ¢ At your age, §ouRg man, we
-ought not 10.beg.ops bread, -but work los alr o wl
wish 10 doso,” wasmy anawer, “ byt | cannot find
-employment.” - When we seek in teality, wo
aré sure Jo find it,” l& answered; * but roast
pigedns do gpt fy im0 out thoytha.”” | 100§ poui-
age-aud replied, s Perhaps you could employ me;
for with more prisonery you will require more help.”
He looked at fie wilh contempt, as | asked ihe
question- , Laeed,” Lesaid, * people of a very
difterent rort from-you. Do you know, young man,
that | make work-for the executioner?’ A thrill
of aonor weat through me, but L secovesed myse!!
~ B

piration from his forehiead, bewt his ear fo 1he doos
as il-o listen, then as liasnly resomed s uj ngit
positivn, and pared backwauds und lorwards, ap-
parently in great anaiety >f mind. Afies the lapea
of half ap heur, a yoﬁng woman came oul, aud
_hasiily closed the Juos aller her.  She laoked very

nol veniuse lo epeak, until they weie both ®ome

Jdistance trown the house. L rge very well)” he

then saig, * that she t2lyses [0 fuceive us agaiu,”
¢ Alas, yes {7 was the sad answer. :
¢ The crnel one " mngered the man. “ Did you

withher?”’ _

sigh. ¢ She eaid we might do as we liked, just as
we Lad done befogé, that is, marrying without hee
copseat.”

« Did you not epeak of our child ¥ asked the
inan with increased agitation. :

# Certainly,” auswered the young wife ; * but
my apit said ehe gared nothing about yt.”

« Yes,:she .has a had heart,’? exclaimey 1hp
man, in the greatgst indignation. Bhe shall re
pent. She shall—"""

. ¥ Stop, Juligs,"” said his wile, intetsupting him,
as her tears leli [agt. ¢ Jtisgmalo wisl; geil. Let
us beg—" " .

« Beg ! repeated the pnhappy 'young man,
standing still, and gazing on the face of Lis wifein
profound sograw.  © Beg, Laura! - Yes, wo mus!
beg. But how are we to begin ¥ We must, in the
firit plice, lsave Tours,” he continued T have
ineads ia Paur , We muet gotaere

« 1 would be pardoned on accennt of my youth,’ ! chuich,” she continued, in a low voice, sad, *let

“ Do nat hope £o,"” (g@be privat. %

# (o on,"” abserved the latier, with impatience-
£ Much depa:ds an ker appearing to me ina more

« & repubdlican,” rep'ied the prisoner in a haagh-
Ly tone. !

« Theu, why are you ander arent 17

1 Why ! Because we are under the yoke-ol the
most cruel tyrant.”’

t When Jid your awzest take place ¥ sgain ask.
ed the inspector.
~ « That will be heard of yet " exclaimed the man
furiousy. ¢ 1 wiil commanicate it o the whole
world. Yoo woull prevent me makingxyour evi]
‘deeds known, bat ihat you will not be able fo do.

¢ Had you been in her pface,"' wluspered Lausa,
taking the hand of her husband, * perhaps you
would have acied as the has dowe. llere is a

as go in and pray that Géd may disect our steps ;!
and she drew her Lusband with her into the cath-
dral of the town 10 wiieh they were elose.

pale. - The man glanced at her anxiouely, bat did”

ot iell het that we woulll not have temamed Joug |

«“{1old evetﬁhiug,“ :iphed the womnn, wih a

& A thought eceurs 1o me,” eaid her husband, as
“they entered. “Let ue lay down our chuld vefore
the,altar, and among the pious who come lo even-
ing prayers, Fome oze may take puy on ihe infant.”
The thoualu seemed 10 please theunhappy moth.

er, as she pressed the child tenderly 10 her hean.

| Yet she felt uncertain. The separation was sor-
“rowfol 1t was o hard fur 2 mother 1o pant with
“her infant  Observing her hesitation, Julins said,
« You must take our danghter youself, dear Laura,
«16 the abrar, lay her down, asd waich at a hule dis-
“1snce who approaches. | will remam siear the

%rd'oor, and observe who goes in or comes ont.  Ti1e

!

" so Jdark, 1 shall not be percesved. Tie this smali

amedal sound her neck,”’ pointing to one Laura al.

ways wore, * and by this loken we shall again tind
our cluld.” :

Poor Laura prepared to follow the advice of her

; husban!, and slowly appioached the aliar with her

I gneonscious chitd—unconseious alike of #s moth-

ec's tears or ils lather's wrelcheduess. r

Laura steps sofily, featfu} ol drawing observation
on herseli by any of thoss who were kueeling neat
per. The chuich was dimly hgkled—oaly the
lamps in the choir ware buning, and a few others

[ at one or mord of the side chapels. She reached
i one of the latter, where she had becu accustoed
to pray in her gulhood. Wih a throbbing hean
and a heavy digh, she gently laid down her linle
dapghier before the- sltar of the Rlessad Virgin,
commending her W the messy of God. -She lhen
arose, and ‘went a_short distance, in order to ob-
 serve 1l ang one ook np the child. Ry degrece
the cathedial became alinogt empty ; the wosalnp-
pers, ana by one, had disappered, unul there only

remained that offfciaing priest. The priest was

* thoaght in the chawh, he prepared also to depart ;!

!ed, and heard another; and then to hus astonsh-
| memt, peiceived a child at the {fvot of tha altar.

The then helplass infant became the Veronica
who wished to give her life for that of the gond
prest, who had, at that erical period of her Jes-
tiny, taken compassion ou” hei.  He hited up the
chld, resolved 10 take charge of it ; the mote es.
| pecially, as he thought, by the medal suspended
round 1t neck, that its mother most have been an
ouiortunate Chustian parent, who was desious that
her child shotld be religidusly educated.

Tn going away, he almost touched Laura, who
was anxiusly waiching his movenenta.  Hes joy
war 60 great when she saw the puestiabe up Ler
¢hild, that she was on the point of speaking to bim,
bu shame and lear kept her sileu. * Heaven be
praised !’ murmured the (ather, 8s he siw_tle
priest pasg out, and gnew he had hisclnld. Teais
of emiotion siood s his eyes, as he and Lavja weni
on their spriowful jourgey.

‘The priest gava the ehild the name of Yeronics,
and sent 1t o be 1aken care of by a respeclable
widow, wka lived ashort way trom Tours, When
ten years of ggo, the young gitl came daily (o her
benefacior o receive jnstiuctiop, and the worhy

who early gave praofs of no ordiftary iatelligence.
Tbe Revolation broké oyti The aged sigters of
the pr?qjt, who had lived wih bim, died, sid he

1
door of one of the best houses i the town. tha | our friend of Tours, who years alier wasimprison o, jocatand not, seemny 1 have given no cause tor

countenance was metancholy, and wora the traces | ed, as we narrated, in the dungeon ol Nantes. — delay.”
haods, § 1oak ways not emuch {requented. When - of wornout expeciatian. Hastily he wiped the pers- | When he xaw iat thete remaiued no one, as he |0 Tioter varee than bgtve,

but b-fore leaving, he approached the sidechapel, | oy 9. 5

where lay the infunt of Laura.  He knehidowu lor
'a few moments, he board 8 low moan, he haten- !

priest became much attached 1o the lutle fondling, |

went to retide wiid Veronica and e widow.—

. .\—

Yoo refuse me ink ; { have tound it in my veins.—
It is my blood with whick { have wrinen ihis busk.
Look ! he wildly cued, bolding up to us the b ot
paper, and then buret ost e a feariul faugh,—
f geaxl ! read ! Le eonunged, and his countenan-
ce assuwied a gloomy aspect. - Bual pe(haps‘ you |
cannol discover much from this ; so 'hufen, genile. |
men, linten :—{t was shordy ater my masriage
with a fair anJ virtuous weman (hat the 'war broke |
ou. Juspired by love for my covuiry, aml obedi. -
ent to its Jaws, | became a soldies, tora mysell
from the arm of my young wite. neglected the en
treaties of my mother, snd weul against lhe ene- '
my. Fortwesly dags § endured many privations,
faced many d;ugﬁrs. Un the 24st there waaa bai-
le. But whaia baitled Frenchimen {ousht acaiust "
Frenziimen' Afier a fearful shedding of bood we |
conquered. 1 had six wounls | was sent howne,
but the moment increased my tostiie My whols |
budy was indeed, like one luge woand. Now, !
enilemen, eomesthe horror. 1 entered my dwell-
Mgl was emply ; na one there except an azed !
beggar My mother had been guillotined on the !
same day [ had shed my blooi  bale ; my wile '
was drowned ir the Seine.  Men, greedy and cruel
ae ngers, had seized on my propeny. Tha sight
inlamed me, and gave me back my sirength—the
strength of despair. ]11an 0 tha execuiioners il
screamed in their ears that, during the spase of
fourtesn’ days, they had committed nore shametul
deeds than, all the tyrants of fourieen éenturies put
lozether. Muwderers | calied them, aml therefore, |
genileman | am in thes dungeon. T'hey robbed
me of my means, therefore it i« tight thay sheold
lodge and feed me; aud why the kaile ol tha gui)
lstine has oot yel serered wny !leml frow my budy,

e again drew himeell ap proadiy. and,
tecommenced his ]

sonz. PPour man ol was a ead mght, mdeed; 10

« Mistortne has deprived tim of his sences,”
s1id ohe of the attendania. - Hu 14 not always m |
this wild moond,  Someties he weeps like @ clnldyf
aud prays and and sings wa geode vowe We
cannat help puymng him L

« We left bum and 1 overtifcard the ynun;br an.]
mora compassionate looking ol the genidenioy ray, '
3t s aghumo. that spih yrauny wego endud—a
tyranny Jestraym: both moind and bidy 7 He at
tmwarnds 100k me asde and sind, ¢ ¥oung man, 1
havo observed your conduct. Hed, 1 give you
s money, (placinz 3 rofl ol silver 1wy hanids )
use it for the benett of the prsoiers.” He theu
said, you resamble ona wno was very deus to me.
May you possess the same viriges.  Aie you par
eunts alive 17 ho asked albiupily. '

«{ have never known them,” | shswered.

He became deadly pale.  After a paa~e, he sanl,
t jf you wpre not a young man; 1 would gnestion
you fyniber.  Kmbuldeaad by his language, 1 spoke
ofyon, reverend faher. .

« A priest!?” he exclaimed, thruzging hysshovl
ders, as it indicative of the dufli-ully cf saviag one.
« A priest,” he again sajd, * this ie pot a Ivoraple
time lfor them; perhaps i-may be, latas. DMean.
while, however, he will probably be male. He
may be forgotten—1. wilf consider of iv.”

« Now, dear tather, this is my good pews.”"—
And, saying so, the young girl left the dungeon.

A codsiderable time elapsed, and sill there came
po liberation for the prisoness. Atresis werp few-
ef, and 80 were execaiiogs. Suii 1he precious

&

' -

word.of freedom was vary rarely heard. in-any of
the prisons ; few, indeed, received as yai tGelr lib-

Nerty.  One day Veroniza told she prieat theta Jady
{rom Tours hed just been .igtprisoped, who. kaew’

tim by name, afthoagh she had not been petson-
ally ncquaﬁed with ‘him.” © She wishes* mé la
carty & e fram Ber 1o you ; budjn these times, it
is %0 daugerons 1o perlorm eyen. ihie alightest aciof
kindness, that I would nat promise yntit | had Gest
consulted with you.” Cooe d
¢ You do right 10 be prudent, my daﬁghla:t, ans-
wered the priest, ¢ yet 1 cannot see any barm

coul.l come from bringing me 1be letter. -Rerhaps
X .

the lady may have someihing of canseqdence ta
reveal 10 me. She may wish religious consolation.
I shink you may ventiig to oblige her in.this; only
impress uparr ber, that, fest the communication
might prove injurioud to her were’ Tt seized, sho
must he careful how shie writes,” o

‘Two days afier, Yeronica handed aietter to tha
priest, part of the cantents of which seemed deep-
ly o'interest him, ~The hrief statement raa as fol-
lows?—1 became a widow in early lifa. Rich, and
wiihout chiliren, | had many oflers for my hand,
bat I retused them ali. My aflection was centred
in 8 youth(ul relative—an orphan, who lived with
me, and was as my dapghter. At the age of Bight
eeu, she was ane of-the most accomplished girls in
Tours ; rich in knowledge, and etill richer in the
qudlities of her heart. Two years after, a proposal
ol marriage was mado to her, every way advanta-
geous, bui she decjined it, saying she would never
marty, rather than take ane she did uot love. "1 at-
terwarda tound out that the efusal was in covse-
gnence of her loving tome ous else. . This other
proved to be 8 youth of great 1alent, inwhom 1 had
tsken much interest, and aided 10 the pursoit offit,
10 which he was devoted. 1 wished him 1q”in-
sttict my adopted daughter indrawing. He came,
and the end was, tha! he gained her nﬂed\iéns,
while 1 thought they were entirely accupied with
their stadies. 1 torbade him the house, and stijct.
ly wakhed the actions of Laura. 1 was Jeceived
after all. One Jday they both entered mygoilliug-
room ; | would have retired, but they withheld me,
threw themselves at‘my feet, and Eantiestly entregt-
ed my consent lo their nnion. They promised io
do everything possible to.make me happy, never
 leare me. and io follow my will in every res-
pect. * Well,” said I to them, * begin now, tor
my will is, that you never more show yourselves
here.” They manjed: the young man occupied
bimself uuceasingly in order to try gnd maintain
his.avite ; but, in spite of every éffort, hedaall not
earn sufficient for thei suppori. Bany times they

: saught jnlerviews with me, bui vainly, for my bs-

red bad rather incseasad 1han diminished, and [
desired 1o hear nothing of them. Oune evening (!
shail never forget it) Lagra suddenly rushed into
my piesence. She wds pale, wasied,” and,
{ragile, ss a wihering flower. In her arms she
carried her infant.  She wept, and, in a voice al-
mast choked with sobs exclaimed, ‘*Oh, dearest

, akny, have youno pity for me 1" and ghe took haold

of my dress. 1 tried to palb it from her grasp, but .

she held 1t fast, and raising’ her child lo me, be.
snusht me “ o have pily for it, if my beart were
steeled against hersell.” I remained icesorabje,
sud she left me in a state bordeting on despair.—
I aferwards made inquiries privately for them, but
never conld, discover jn what direction my oplot-
tunate riece and her husband hisd gone. 1 begamns
afflicied wih profound melancholy, in consequen-
ce ol my harsbnass 19 my poor Laora. Some
yeas after; lonkly and gad, [ Jid not refuse to form
an allianee with aa old aud Lonarable-officer in the
army. The Hevolotion, wih s 1orreat of misery,
eoon broke up our quiet. The VYendeans rose in
in arms. My hysband inined the adhierents of the
Kuig, and { accompanied him to La Vendee, 1o
share his dangers. He fought with bravery, and
fell. | now well know, was arrested, and incarcs -
raled .in this dungeon.” e

This was the coamanicalien which raized the
intarest ol the priest, and he speedily sent &) an-
ewer, 10 inquire likewise more pauiculaily about
dates, whether her niece wore @ medal, snd- whal
was its inscription. “Recall alf this to your me-
mory,” wrote the priesl, * ag ansves me quizkly,
for, should yous reply be such as lanticipate ; 1 am
i a posiion to ympart a fact of importance to you.”
Doubtiess, thought the priest, her r.iece mast hgys
been the person who laid iy Yesonica ot the foos
otthe sliaz. Uuhappy, yet pious wathes L Wop-
derful indeed ara the ways of God, who ont: ol

seeming evil brngeth pood YHe said nothjng, how -

aver, of hus s‘u.ipicmns 1o Veronica; ontil le 1e-
sewed au auswar, he resoived to be silent. ’

Ou the fullowing day, when s nsual, Veronica
entered the :limgeon, her connlenance wore a de
jrcied and sulewn expression, and tears Wwere in
her eyes. a

« Fanh,” she said,
the wfheer's widow 1s ot an engl; death -hae inter-
rupted n”’ :

“ What ! exclaimed the priest, n amazemen!

“ Ja the lady. Jead 1’

“t You shall hear the sad tale, for | was presen),”
wplied the young gul. ¢ Yesterday, che was led
belw e the tribunat, accompanied by several aihers,
and 'was among the ngmber of keepers.  In the
Piesident | recognised agan the ofhicial, who, ot
all the inspecters who had visved the prison, was
i ot cruel and severe,  The instunmt 1 saw him
1 had small hope for the prisoner, sngd tha ssue
uantied my fears.  Afier gming through ma,'moch-
ty of 8 wal, the unloilunate lady was septenced
oudeath, having rephed 10 e unisrragaiones of the
taracious Judge Liavely. ¢ The wite of o French
Soldier kuows how 10 dis,"" she said, when she
heard her sentence pionouuced , ¥ bat T entcat 8
chort respile, not lor my owa sake, hut for sakp ot
a pear ielauive whom [ had ,dmubemml, I now
am anx10us 1o Jo hoet jusiice. L egpeot to hear B{
her shortty, and for this purpose, 1 President, T'en-
ireat delay.” * Jusiice is wexorable aad speedy,”
answered 1he ciuel President, ** and can biook no
delay.”” A tewx hours afierwarde, \he'ﬁnngnon was
excbanged for itie scaflold.”? o N

o | tegint mucn,” said thu priest, st hys

t your correspamlence waih - '

~———



