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lllh HONIEQTEAD BILL.

: SPEECH OF
4ON. C. A. CROW.

o he
4 21, 1854, the House being in {!

B .‘ﬁ‘ﬂme of the Wholeon the state of the
é nion, on the Homestead Bill—

B, yr. GROW ‘said :
3 :}rr Cnampan: Having, at 2 previous ‘session

Congress, given my views atlength on thns wub-
do ot propose atihis tima t0 ueapm lona
me patience of the commiuee. The bill ander
.ideration proposey ‘to grant to «@very actoal
sers on the public Jomain a homestend of ouef
,'med and sixty acies ot land, on condition o
A rpancy and culuvation for the period of five
'%’, . The substitute for this bill that 1 proposed
£, he same object in view, and diffets ‘ouly in
g siils, except that, in addition to the homestead
-, all futere sales ol the pubhc Tands shall “be
c.ual setilers only
o from the States, and pnrch:m of
e Goverment has now a wilder-
wsol 1, 58;,630 000 acres unoceupied tands :and
3¢ ueshion pte‘enled {or the action of Congreu
what is the proper and ‘best mode of disposing
3 vi:xhem in order tn promote the real andpermancal
prestsuf the country T for the mode and manner
thenr drsposal s lefly by the'Coustitution, enlirely
" othe, sound diecrenon of Congress- The public
ads were a rubject of controveray berween the
suiee, even belore the Coufedemhou and it was
1 ui e ealy obstacles 1o the on_,amzauun ol any
aerment for she prolecnon of tbeir common ‘in-
S ese, And, mohe l.xﬁ"uage ol the insituctions of
yland 10 her deie"mes in Congress, in May,
9 wAs mmderea‘ by all the colonies having
gmc lad to Le na: -tiore than just—

= «Thal acounlry, nnsenled atthe commencement
% e war, clanned by the Braush ceown ceded 10
2> avihetreay 8y Pans, if wrested fiom the common
5 =my by the blood- aud wsasure of the thizeen
“wes shonid be cunsidered a2 acommon propeily,
{10 be parceled out by Congress ino free,
went, and independent Goveinments, insuch
Luoet and a1 buch tmmes as the wisdom ol ihat
“semely shall hereafier drecs.”
and in order to put-an end to the jealou-ies
‘ngng up between the colauies on this eubject,
: :.‘. nove the ouly obstacle that remained 1o a
‘a1 dication al the anicles ol Contederation,
saress, on the 10th Ouober 1780, passed this
3 wintion asa Medge to the States of the manner

é ahigh any land ‘e might cede should be dis-
b
E

[}y cemona
her natiONE,

ed ut.

= At e anpmpnd'e\l lands which may be
241 or retingrashed 10 sue United States - by any
ular Seate * £ % shall vo disposed of for the
~man beaefil of the United Sates ; and be seuled
whrned mito disunel republican Sm!bs which
‘vecoms members of the Federal Uniof, and
s the rame nzhis of savereignty, freedom. and
b ependence as The othdr Srates.8c. That the said
v shall be granted gr settled "ol such fimes, and
wr such re[.rulu!wm,, «s shall heveafler be agreed
wihe Uted States in Congreisassembled, or nine
wire of them.” -
b purepance of this resolution, New York, Vir-
.4 Massachusette, Conuecticut, South and North
i, Georgia ced:d their claims to the waste
.wuisule of theirSiate limits.  And in pursuance
s resolution, the .Clause was inserted io the
F vion giving Congress power “ lo dispose of,
_nake all neediul rules and regulations respect-
E e erigry or other property of the Uaited
“fhes " under which clause Congress is limited in
pwer over the pubhc demaiu only by a eound

e,
Nt otjection of lhe'gemleman from Geoizia.

L Dext, ] who hds just taken Lis seal, to graal-
3: tiese lands 10 the actual senler under this bill
4t 15 holding outlanvinducament tothe pauper
ion of the Old World to immigrate lmher
a ol that class lha( can gel here come now
1 ue forced fo seek our thores for bread ; and
Srnuconnnue 10 come, no matter whai yéur
$+<.on on this subject may be. A dire necess-
ies wem from the land of their fathers and.
ome of their childhood. Starsation and death
£ tem tom the Ol Wotld; and where can
4fad a resting plage save in lhe wilderness of
[+Sew ? The decrees i fate are no less imperalive
Wibe nececsiry thar-compels them-to-seek-our-
[~ Then, as they mnstcome, for man never,
i mere chmce tears. bimsell [.o.n his native’
P~ e graves of hig fathers, and homie of his
Yied~w \(not beuer to give them a home in.
out w\Nemeza nnd thus res\en them fo'the coup
;‘ Wi auonner \han‘oath of allegiance,! By, this
*50u plce them in a.ccndilion 1o become
‘ ““M, instead of leaving them 1o bang about the
XU of your cities, a curse to lhem:elvel aml to
] ;" O%n population;
A :}':a:““‘ the genileman, thiat” it”is ‘the first |
hete is :k“e careqof his owa, houlebold ,bul
ulighténed i0d o reifishness that de!eau llsell
celfishness seeks it own happlnesn
] 7omoting that ofihers, And while it i lhe
1 70“"’"‘"‘6“\ 10 take care of itzelf; this 1# one
, he measnres by which 1y do ijt—one to give i
: tx ‘0 peace, aud siengil in war, The first
o ot i, of. e el
: iveu the subject bint fitile
'uon s that it s levehng and uguman Sir,
g vl e
' rom Power its ill-gotten-

Iq

bis inatienatle n"hls, bot it has been met by
* fhends of the exwiing prder-of things mug the
{le( levelibg snd'ograiian ¥ :
;lm the alarm ery of the devoiee of the p:ul
m“ﬂ\ be-has aver aupmpted toirerin gl re.
4 ionoyations upon. established. vsages,

il
e ‘ondemned 1o the rack:” ‘I8 if'nos \nne the’

mmm

, because of their gy .g,t

‘and to educate and tear his children respected

.o its undue ulmnlage-l and to- restore ,0;1

dias-was paisoned with. Abohemlock; and

* t4sed its'blind revprerice’ tor. thy piast, oi'far-

- Mostof the evild that afftiéi: s6cidiy" ive’ Bid'
their ongm ifi -wiolenco- afid ‘Wrotig, emcle(hmo
| taiw b/ the experiente 0f the pan, dhid realiied byif S°
1 the pre]ndlce of the' pruen hile trm.h wd 80-
cléty aré progradsive, be' wﬁo  wolil act with. 5.
noble: smpuh;e dor.the onr.anda genssous souklor,
the best iptererts of the other, canuot entartain. all |
the opinions of:his :predecessors. . Nothing could:
seemrmore’ sirange’and ‘destroctive of the well..
being of soctety than did the déctrinesofthe’ humb“le
Nazarene to the Devom iaﬁ the lak’chmgl of}
Wikliffe ang Hoss Yo 3’ dark. lga, ar, the. tevala..
tions of Corpempcus 0! Qhe ‘Ptolmaics. When;-a
liule-more than' three. quarters: ot & -cdntilry: aad,.
fifty-si® bold merchants, farmers, and mechamcs,
mel. in convention to shake the-ttiionés' ‘of the
world, and proclm}n the malaenible nght of man
(ollfa, hbeny, and the putenit of ‘happiness, the
self-eatisfied conservalive stpod aghast at tnelevel.
ing project. But, from that day to.tbis, the hmn:y
of your country has- been but -a. history of social

leveling. .Not of thm.-vandal-kiud'-how“er, that | -

would pull Jowd the" splenilid edifite becanse it
towers above surrounding ob]ects bot like the
leveling of the busbandmnn, who lills op lnl Tow,
filthy marshes, andwruens them inte arablugwuml
Is it not time the “ovld learnt lessuns of. wuxdom
irom the chronicles of the past, and cemd toeling
t0 its mouldenag: forma vmh gloomy (ombodmgs
for the luture Coa . .

i Let the dead-pimt bnry dtg dead § ' nor

Act—ncl in the nviug present,

Heart within, sud o'ce hend,”
ever teady 1o receive the new and the ‘wuttied, ol it
be calculaled to promote lhe heppiness and welfate
ol the race. While the history of your country,
from the landing.oftbe Pilgrimsio the presenthour,
ia in the face of all:precedent and asuthority, it be-
comes not American legislatora fo be stariled by
any names which antiquity, or pa\\ er, have made
odious, The tiwe object in dnspoung ol these lands
by the Government is-nol iheit sale, but théir set-
dement and cultivation. “As i¢ said by the Secreia-
wry of the Intenor, in his annual report :

4 Nothing retards the crowih and prosperily of
the country more, nor luﬂlclsgrel'er m]ury upon the
resident, than the passessiali, by indifiduals or com-
panies, of exteusive unculiivated tracts of the puts
lic lands, To corsect this evil, facilities snould be
liberally extended to thi actoal seuler, aud with.
beld trom the meie speculator:” .

But the best méeans of deriving revenve from
these lands is to sgcure their. seulement, even o
you receive nothing for the land. For the means
the General Government has for collecling revenue
is by dutieson |mporied atticles corisomed in the
country ; and the average amount of imported arti-
cles consumeld by each persan for 1he lastfive years
isien dollars per head.

And ‘as you cheapen. the necessaries and com-
forts"of ife, or increase man *s meant 16 pay for them
¥Ou increasg their consumplion, . So that every
family of reven consumes, .on average, yeatly,
seventy dollurs’ worth of imported articles; and the
average of the tariff being about thirly per ceat,
each family of that nomber pays to the Government
annually iwenty-one dollars. By the sale of ihese
lands the Governmeunt receives, for a qnarter sec-
tiou, two hundeed dollars, the intetest of which
would be twélvedullars a year; so the governtent
would be the giiner of 'r:in.e dollars a year by giving
away this laud 10 a setiler in preference io eelling
it without a seltiiement.

¢ For the purposes of education, building railroads,
ahd opening all the avenues of trade, the best dns-
pasition tc be made of these lands is to grant them,
ia limited quautities, to ihe seuler. The two hun.
dred dollars the Governrhent now takesfor the land
would ensble the settler to furnish himselt with the
necessary siock and implemenls 10 commenee its
cultivation. Ard, wih this beginning, he soon sas”
rounds himself with the comforts of life, and has
the means to erect the school-house and charch,
and all the other ornaments of a higher civilization,

members.of society.

. Uander the present:policy ot the Government his
earn‘nzs for years ave absiracted for the benefit of
spaculutora. The' Governmenl sells a township of
land six miles square, contpining, therefore, thiny-
six sections of six hpndred and forty acres each;
mahnglwemydhvee thotisand and fonty acres of
landin the townshif. Now, the eettler whei he
comes to buy, must pay, in most case, four or five,
dollars per acie . So on each township of Jand |
purchased from the Government, by the specolator
yoo compel the sauler 10 pay $100,000 over the
Gavernment price, which amount would be sutli
cint, or neatly 8o, 1o build a railroad throogh the
township. . With this capital that you have abstract-
ed by the policy of thé Govemmeu\ ‘the avenuer
of commexce and .trade; woald' be opnned by, the
c:zenas hiir 'wnnscalled for. them, while. iheis
jndustry would furnish them business.- Fill upyoor
wildernesss with population;-and cease 10 abstract
their esrnings for the: support ‘of idlenéss and ex
travagurice, and‘the radréad, chureh, and Behool.
boulo; ‘will keep' pace wuh 1 your aduncnpg aeule-
menls. Thupohcy -will pot only increase.the re~
venues of the General Govirnment, and ‘the- taxs-
ble rpoperty ol the new States, bui'will sdd 10 Thew |-
population, and’ will swell the wmme;co ot the,
country, while, it wilibe.an inducement joihe Ilnd-
laea of-1be-old States; whete a surplos popolmonis
ponstanily redwcmg-lbe price of fabor by ih own
comﬁeliuon, 10 seék’s home, . wherg 'jbey can B
securéy irom lhe feax cof. lhe {wol-hom aud lhl:’

wants of poveny. PRNG R R
1 wodld not, however, hllﬁlhsﬁoummm bon-

veried into an qlmsbomﬁuﬁﬂe .“ILM fise:
ies and woes that sfilict man; )efl woald: fave’

it legislate, so far as is c(ﬂfﬁlfent with sopnd prip: 4
1 ciples; so'as best 1o Firdiméte’ {he)qummaud wel.

fate of ihe citizens ;. for thereby, ¥R pmwolﬂﬂhﬂ
teal intersis of the couniry snd maks eicdng-allihe
elementy of patiopat powers ~Revente: whotld ud®

Rl

Dmmhe't ‘pal"a,y.n IR IR
+0n the whole, | sdherg1s: the hpmim Glplhil-

ed by me:in thy annual messayge omaz; b s

-onrime pativy.. aah&nwﬂn lanily:aba!l coans;-gs

wonupmy; qrhv Lonee., ,tevem; 08~
?nlhe paymeni o ihose generaleh ich|

grow ot ol the’ hcq disitioh o ihe‘lands e’ir s

“,’ m,m i hutestah gew : HBL2AN

The rea! wenhh ofa coumry‘éﬁhah’w“nbt i the.
.sums of money aid into its treasar » butits herds,
‘Boeks, Wnd &u P aié’l!q"ﬁem{e no'rz does” ,f. lreul
“h‘l‘réhﬁh“aﬁ'd po’Wer ‘conbisii” ?ﬂ Heéis pnd ‘acimi
biir'th et baras ahd 'eiiibved Btdn mflependen? } eg-
miakity, 'd° the ebmi i&tﬁ‘)f il faboring" cldages ; it
teal gléry cbnusis ot Ty tlie” ¥lendid paléce, Iony
apifey dn'ff iaw?éhug i]omg 't 14" 1hé m(eﬂ‘gence
{comfort;dad happinesy of ib&° ‘Bidstde gf |fa cig:
Zens.
' & Wt Cohstitutes  Bag1”
Nol high:raised battlemént, laboréd monhd;

‘Thitk. wail, ot)moated-gate; .- ..

N or citieg proud, with.spites M}urmu crolqpt},
- " Nor bays and broad-arm
1 Wheke, latghing Al {hd"stbrai, ﬁl‘o\:’&nmés rld’e
. Not-Men Ybigh.minded méd,- - :
Men wheo their duties. know,.. . :
ot lnow lhell' ughu, and koowing dm mlnlmn.

R -

1’heu commum a Sme. A A

Tha prosperity of Siates depend not: on’ the Taks
of wealthpbar- uadmnbnuon *That dountryisgréal-
est, and mosi'giarious, in whichithere-is'the gréan
est puimber of happy firesiden,. *And - if you would
make the fire-side happy; raise the falten from - his
degradmivn, elevate the servile tiom-his groveling
purntits to she rights and dignity of men,-you must
fitmt place within-their reach tlie. means:for suppty+
ing their pressing physical wants, o that religion
can exeaq ts wiluencs “on the soul, and sooitie ‘the
weary pilgrim in his pathway to the tomb. " For it
is vain you taik of the goodness wnd benevolehce
ol an Omniscient Rater to :him, whoss lifs; frbm
eradle 10 the grave, is bat one contidueéd scene-of
pain, misery; and, want. “Talk not of free agency
to him whose uuly freedom is to choose bis ‘own
method 10 die. - =.. . eogrt [T

. Tell not thesfamished opentlve, whoso soul as
well as body has become shriveled and mildewed,
that there is a God of lave, whose tender megtied
are over &ll his works. - When the body is racked
wish phiyasical pain, ahd the knawingsofhungerare
consuming the very vitals, 1t is- iu vain you repeat
the ¢ sermon on the Moont.” Wheh womanhood,
uymb. withcold, and dying with' bunger, wavers
on the line that divides honor from eteinal shame;
of what use isSunday tracta? Tracts, ,Bitiles,and 18-
ligions -\eachingsare litle heeded: by Him' whove
hours are dragzed out in procuring a morsel to son-
taio life,and. whose last prayei;as he tallsshivering
and heart-brokeo, into his keanel of etradh; is; that |
he may-never behald:ithe fight of aiisthét day.  fn
such cases it-is trus, there might ba some fuedle
conceptione of religion and-ite duries,of thé lnfinite,
Everlasting, and Pure; bat-unless thére be'd nrore
than commonrintellect, they would be like the dim
shadows that floatin the twilight. He whd came
1o bring life and immortality to the weary pilgrim
of earth, aril- beckon them on 10 a higher Whd 1d.
bler existance, laid the foundation of bis mission
in the.alleviation of physical, pain, sufféring, and
woe, He cleansed the lepes; tonched the blind
eye, the tevered brow, and Withered timb ; amithe
first potition, in the-supplications which He 1dught
man to address to the Aothor of all Good,-was,
4 Give us day by day oordaily bread.” The best
evidence of ihe divinity of hat mission was s ad.
aptio to the nature, condition; and wantd of fian'i—
in the'language of remarks, made or'this rabject
on a former occasion, ¥iches, it is trub; -are héces:
sary 10 maun’s enjoyment ; but the means "to pre.
vent siarvation are. l\or is a rplendid palace pe-
cessary to his real happmens but a shelier against
the storm and winter's blast is.

It you would Iead the emn" back from the paths
of vice and crime, to nrme and hoyer, give him 8
home, give him a heanhslone, and he will surround
it wolh Lousehold gods. 3 you would make men
wiser and betier, relieve your nlm;ksouses, closg
the doors of your peuitentaries, and break in pieces
vour gallows. Purify the mﬂuences of the dumes
te ﬁreude for that is the school in which bum;m
character ia Iurmed and lhens ils desting i is shaped
there the soul receives i'§ first |mp|’ess, and man
his firdt lesson, and théy go with him, for weul or,
for’ woe, thiagzh hfe I;‘or purifying the aemlmen s
el‘,valmg thie «hou"hls' auy developmg the ngblesy,
impulse of man's naln& the’ mﬂuences of rural
firesides and- agriculiusal life, me the noblest and
he beat. )n l}xe ob&.umy of the coua"e, far remgqy,,
ed fiom ihe ‘eeductive infldence” of muk nnd afflu
ance, is uou:naheil lhe mwea lhnl q:oumernct |he de:.
cay of human. msulunon.s, lbd’coumge that, defend-
national independence, and the mdustry, lbal sug;
ports ail classes of the State.

Tt was said by Lord Chalhnm, in his appesi {0
the House ol Commons, in 1775, 10 withdsaw, lhe~
Britieh 1500ps lwm Boolon, lhal “ trade indeed, in.
crease lheq;lory and wealih of A counry ;. but its
uue men"lh and elamma ate to be looked. for in
the cultivaiion of the_ land, In_the simplicity of
their lives is fopnd-:the simpleness of yinue, ihe jo.
tegrity- lndconng! ol - freedom. These . tme, gen::
uine sons of the ebit aré ln'mcabxe o mn whifl's’

-' %

eqly. Fo: more than. three; centuries. Ssvuzummd
wraged a censvless 'warlare willithe Hovse of Hap's *
birghi. - Hér'ihiteg weak and’ leebré Eamone of Un
Séhweitz, and Hiderwalden, for_ more than. & cén,

tury, beffled the imperiai arms of Austria And
darirg the nign-of1ite miditle- wfes; whan! dark.

-btouqed Qﬁ Eu(ppe it Jespoijant, ha fires o

omgdplglgpme&bnghtlya'ong the crestofthe Alm
and-ite cpmu:nlt‘. liviad: unba'hamc ofhéiuntons
eeied pi nnliy‘“wmﬂ Kdnfe-‘hnd firdsides io de.

mAnry. A9 & 4urec 0d Bere umpregnable.delousy:
thag:baulement, wall urtdwer., » ! < coting o
Man, in defengs ol his’ h‘uﬂhm{oﬁe {s vieverddn. |

be the cbjeey sinied al i Ulipoaing ¢ ﬁ'ﬂo‘a‘ ‘Juiga; | Auered pave. Wil b, J, . sooh . drsgale,
Gederal Incke;x.:,n’; “ nn&P::g’; & \i’hﬂ every, pars._beeo xplcs({i ropy it s, prmcy.

Lun nt‘.;.ulf.'qu  Wherever freedom.: his ups
b Litin-zi, #e theo whi Hive valih 3 iG]
!o subliii 4nd vplii 1 Hate tomé from the woiks

7

ess dud glodin 1isid paljed the hopes B theily .n‘(r

fehd qie agmu’ ned 319‘!":9.! gu |udepggdml yqo:,

hADFORDnGﬂUNMprM@ B E o'mmmonﬁm

ani to all the mclemenelea "ol the seasofi; they!
have acqul?ely e VEtditidod hedemely. . emhre
-thie privations tind:(oils of the camp. '~ . -

. This is he secret of American: hmory, and -ihe
suceesa of ilis Revolution. © Wuli gion- from-his
“plantaish; Poima hasi. Al plow, Giéeus fitiv-
his biacksmith forge, ard Starke from biws Granie
hills, alLcamp.to.Jon! asmnies. gathosed . from like

1 scenes of labor and emergme 10 Ireedom’s battles,’

dnd " fo’ lréeJom% victories. 'What" ite’ Worlds
tiwrineh bistéry whall bé cb:recdy ‘decl ﬁﬁéred the
cécctd Or (he” rive, prdgrées; and fall ‘of efh;iha‘s
witt be Biit the hu(ory of thé’ use, devé‘!opmé'n
and decline vf ag |cullure Fof that is the pursuu
which fifst chanves mai tro the wild anid preda-
1bry habits'of savage lifé 10 thokd of 1hé- i and

ings, towns, and cmei"aiﬁd thus usheung in the
dawn ot étbitizZaliv?; ﬁ'ﬁd’ with il growtl' dnd ad-
advaticement comes thecom forts |ml reﬁnemenu
of socjal life, snd the associaliony and nunphmonu
of country.and home. - Dot n dl
Tho firs\,slep. in the decl;neof emgueuuhe oe-
glecl of gheis agncullprd inigrest, and with its sley
gay.crumbles natiousl power. . I\ is Jhe-greal-fact
siamped on 8}l the fuins 1hai suew.iho pathway of
civilization. Agriculiue was- the wealb,. -tha.de-
light, and glory ot the Larly Romans, god. slmost
the only mangal labor deemed honosable:for.a Ro.
man citizen lo gé‘iotm‘ ., Cato was -mot only
ascieglific bot a, practical farmer.; and Cincin.
uaips was called from the, plow t0.eave histountry
ltom the savages of \he basbarian. -Jt waa the pur.
suit beld in hongrable estimation; by-all - classes of
ihe Staie,  lialy was then one of the most fruitful

iscrease pl wealth came.its concuntralion, and the
absorpuion of dhe land: into, large- estates; and ils
tillags was, cansequenily; confined, almost exon.
sively, lo |enanis and slaves, while: the- smealthy
proprietors ceveled in exltaugance in lhe cmet,ot
at theit countsy viljas. . .

Agricul:pral labos becommg duabonoxnble, wu,
of cpurse, coufined o thuse who had peinterest in
the s0il ibey tilled; and when ihe labarer -peases
10 have, any. lulerell in jhe jand; be cnltivates, he
ceasea lo haye uny. Stake in.the. agvancement and
good o:der of gogiely, for he, haqmommg {0 lose,.
nmbmg 1o defend,, nu.‘ nathing 10 bope_for. Thb
s0il uudet . 5ych yeatment bping copstaptly: impov.
eushe.,l, a1 lengih begame, storile and.unproductive;
and pnvenymnd waal corered the agricolineal diss
tricts, ‘while exiravagance rioted jn the palacea 03
'lbe ;u;b till, enfesbled by, lpxm.nndwnpm,oulby
excesses, ltaly was uverrun by rude. warsiors, and'
the Sgven Hulls el any easy prey (o the Goth.and
Vdndal .The counteragjing influance.ta this decay
was the laws of her Gracehi, which proposed to
dis'rigute her public lwds amoug the  fandless of
the uetion. And had that policy been adopted, her
ancient Campama, instead of being now kuown as
the Puntine Marshes, might haye conunned -the
garden of the: world, and the star.0f hes empice
migh) have waved in vivmph long after. the ivy
iwioed her broken calpmns.. The lalian Republics;
that rose from e suins of.the empirey Aourished
for a day ;. bul ahe), 09, fell with the neglict and
decay of agncullure It ia the great interest upon
which a.nation muei rely in the hout of its. peril,
and it should therefore be mosl sedplqnnl) cared for
in the day ol its proepemy Whlfe the population
ofa counlr’ are the propuelon of the land which
fhey ull, lhe) ‘have sn interest o  surround theis fire:
aldes vulh comfurl ;md m.xlw lhelrhomer happy—
the -vteal mcenl;ve 10 mdusl[y, fm"al;lyhand 50~
briety. 1iis such habits alone that glve security lo
a goveinment, and lorm 'the veal elements of na-
tional greatess qud power.

‘The associations of an mdependem fteel;old arq
ammemly calculated to enhoble anyl eleyate the
posseuot For the proud cnnwnoushe&s lhal man
ever feels in olandmg on_ soil that he can call his
owu—lhe cousuousueos lhal lhere 1s one spot ou,
ihie earth’s surlaw over wlnch he can | EeXeIcipe ¢ wle
domlmun and lhal npo( 19 hu home \\hxcn b:
hOpes w transmil as auch lo ‘us chlldren—u one ol
the be rand noblesl emnplaula o well dumg Per-
haps his farm has come down lo hnm irom lnu fa-
thers.’ Il was the scene of lhelr furmer Iubors, ard
the play-g:ound of his thldhOOl] around. -him are
the ob;eus of the earhest and fbndeut asgocistions
ol fus hfe The brook ulon" whuh he spgned in,
voy huof ihe meadow over which he umnboled w
his way ta the schoul hoyse, of hig esyly days, avd
neir b)' ia the dmu,h -yard where;epose |be aahen
onns Ta(herﬂ, by !he nde of whom, when Ihls hle
is o el, he expecla lo resl m pcnce Amndsl assq
ciations [ .ke xhese he |? bound 0 lhe (;ove;nmem
that whielde aiid protecis him by the strongest ligs
kpown to mortals. 1t is the life-spring ofp manly,
na(:onai characief, nnd a nuivle, generons  patiol
lsm a atriotism lhaltrushes 10 the detence of 1hy,
couuuy ‘and lhe ng\d‘ncm‘mn it honqr, “uh lhe
lame aeal and ahcmy lpnlllgﬂgldllbe bcanh ﬂone
and hteude 1tis umn] the aporid and J¢§0r9 ol ;ha
fleld alone iiat these nsocLﬁuons are kindled in ull

of’ lhen‘ imensity.  They epring r nol fmm constant con-

ith brick N alls, D}ld Ahe; lhtpn"ed avenues of
a crow\}lqd marl w heje gam is the all-abembmg
lhougln that i a great degree. shapes aud, coutrols.
the acuonp of OBR ey nq i v .
Ths ouly coumprpmsa tptheerils th.xwﬁhc; man
m a dengq populn iqn ig in the pursuits, o2 coua- |
tr; hle, yherq ng lm W almqsphere o4 a.crgwded.
city crushes, incubus fike, the vigor of; ogth, god.
the energies of mauhood__b;m where children grow
up amid, mc)n, wopds, and wajesfally, agd all the
wild beaques of. DatuLels @Ver-VATYing £CRUES; Wilh:
thg. pure air, of hﬁalcu'ip fan their Jocks gndihe mu-
sxcqq(, bxpl‘n mm.}u;-,' wnh lhm(.momu;g prayer aust.
verper hymn,. Awid sugh sasociaiops ia deyelop-.
ed lﬁe most of the besi of man. Health. and, long
'years 1s thete his, 4 God jmade the country, and
made, qulqm,." ‘The prpolayon,of cities arnl
owdoq disicig-are shop-lived, . Cities ate. the
demy;eu of huma, ifa, s, el gs 'MA&Iesgpm\
oftheir miseriés,;: and the statinticaef their moqah.
1y seem lo corroborate the statcwent of Me. .Blais,

g | Stivpand theHENE rnert HhteN o néai*’ahd‘éém,. |

the husbandman, tixing him in smuonéry Awell:
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.1 The commont guidevboak of. Putis, whn:h u—pnt
inio every wapalesleshand, fivedbis nos; naderihe
head. of population ;otf Familses, constanlly, residing.
Au Pariasogu-become . extinctze The effects of this mor-
tality dre observed to.be-mare aclivaupoumales than
fcamlc.”» ; Wiat.is ssue-of; Parigisune vfavery ety
in the wotld, /There:is:noi ptobably & man ik Lon-
doo, Patis, Naw Xosky osi Philadelphis, who can
epy that bis,greal-gravdfathir, liis grandfather,.and
his fuber, suceessively, lived and died in the: ity
of his, leaulenca There id.no such thing as & sur-
-vivor of ihtue. generations that bave: undiiigane i
decomposing power of d.city atmorphesd, assisted
by eity pussuits.. -A city,then,imay be said dodie |-
oul once in's hundred and fifty, years,:#0 larids ro-
gards those rooted :genesations (hal live. and:move,
aml: hau lhen bemg anly mlhm a- cuyc pre-
clncla . g e P W
RIS o *o N T AR ERY ouf
“ [l“il'tb‘mlfklbf&lhl! ohihlrew both andbred
in cities genwrally exhibit predaciony tatents: ’l‘hey
lnu ilie easiest access to-every species of:ledrn-

gy they have the advintage 6f imbibitig an'early
tnoh'letm of the world;and hgve, aTmioal In infin-
ey, the manners; the uleht and self passession of
ished aociety, “But sltﬁoun the great cifies’ of
the Old Worlih and-of the- Ne World® setid fonh
pmhab[yunohundrid ol thede fally-edeeited youths
1o teat-1tielr sirengili in'the high parsuifs uf“life-for
one cduntry sdventorer, yei it ‘found that- 4hmm
alt thé‘distinguished men who shiné inthiesetvice
of the éountryér-in the liberal pi’olesslons ate cmm-
try born and bred.”? - -

# Ahd #o, too, ithns deen with onor grést ‘mer
chiants and mechanics who have floutished ir. ci-
ties” Frace them and you will find :that \he fio-
potspithat givesthem this‘lead brought them from
the' flelds of rome village to try their fortones'inthe

city® ¢ # @ :uThe hot-leds of eitesbiing
torward their planls more rapidly ; but l‘:m:pnnﬁ
ing from 1he nafive soil, an( bravmg the tode sea-
sons and rough culture of the commtry, are lubm! 10

>,

agriculiural countries in the world. Bat- with the ,hav&lhe bext stamina

The refuge trom. lhesa,evnls; which sre one ol
the incideats ot cmluahon, is 10 be found: i /ydur
vast public domaln. * The mikbries #nd wodd that
aﬂincl man 4d lhe Old World'from dense population
may. oue.day fall opou ihis. Fhat day, of conrse,
is fag disiant, gad 1 trust mGodnmnynevercome,
bul it Behvovesihe Amerlcan legislator to 1ok 10
dge‘ juture 28 well as the presen; and lhe ,{)ﬂl}-—
While ‘the Republlc is.but inahe infaney of i1s ex-
istenre, in-the moming 1wiligh of itsJay, et ‘us
extablish a-policy-which will t%umerabi‘ 0 faf ig
hes in onr pawer, thesp vast e¥ils that gver auqnd
an, advancmg civilyzation. . p T

. Let this vazt domain; then, be ret apan, andTon:
secrated forever as a palnmony to ihe s0ns nf!gll H
and if the sales mast canndue,lles ihiem ai legst be
confined 10,1he peipal seilgr, aod close your land
office fotevet against tlie epeenlator, and i thereby
preventthe capn'nl of the couniry, invedted iri th
kqnl o specnla‘lmn, fiom absofbing ibe hard,eam-
ings of lubor, withont rendenng an eqmnlem. Far,
while 1be.laborer is crashed by: this- system estab-
tistied by ihe Government; which abstrsetd o6 targé
an smount lrolu his eanfings for the be.neﬁ( f. jhe
spegulator, in addition to nll the oibies disadvanta.
ges thal evér beset the unequal stiugsle beiween
the bones and sinews of men and dollars atiFeents;
what worider I8'it'that misery and \vanf 80 oﬂeu i}
al his firgsids,, nnd penury ar‘d 800IOW suuonnd hiis
death-bed .. - *

M. leTH of Vlr"tma II‘WOuId ask'\he g’en
tleman, who talks about.those who ure pinched
by penury and -wanmt, whether the bill which s
néw etoreshe cormmittee ddes nat allow the wésl.
iiest, man in Americau lo get pne hundred and six-
iy, acres of laud! l'cthilpﬂ hq has overlookcd (hut
flcl, N . .

Me. GROW. No rir; 1 have not. Tbe blll
general in ils provmons Auy. man nhogoeslherg
anyl seltles.npoa ilie public slemaian. for the pnrpose
of culuvnuon has secured 1o him tqnener Ieclldn
of land.” !

M SMITH. Ifa man, haﬁ ten thousand acses of
laml c;nnot he get oue hundred aud sixty acses un-
der-the provirions of this bili ¥

Mr GROW. Cerfainly he can, if fiesbrles of
and culuy, dtes it. _The object s the seylement and |
cultisation ol hese lamls, \&)m wmayers il, theo,
whether the seider b vich or peor? | am iwr favor
of Whis pulicy of disposiing of iie pubfi¢ lands as
contradistinguished from all oﬂaeu ‘

1 am speakiug ol . ihe genedal pnnmplen Whlch_
shou'd control in makinga tull and tinal disposition
of these lands, and sehfing n!pnbhc policy which'®
shall take’ lbem forever out ul the levxelnpon o}
Cougteal. \Vp have inoomerabls bille piled o
yonr 1able, and befure Cungrehs, fur the dirffositibn
of ihese lands to railroad wmp.mws i order Uit
ihey may be thrown into the rlnurkel apd abgorbed
Ly capital, and thal.in gnormdas quantities; to the
mjory and aewriment of the lat ot of the: coumuy R

Tiie public lands ‘die” nowiihe greaf fuid 16 be
scrambled for, by schemes cf puvma le"mla tian,
for the beneﬁl of companies and mdmdnals‘ That;
reasor’ would be suﬂlcmm it fhere wers no'mheu
wh) we should fix some ‘wérrrdl pohc ’ thal v.ould
uelxlq this land quagtion’ forev er; and senle Ain lh;t
way bestcalenlated w secure &he real grealnges.avd
glory: of the country; and-promiote the happingss il
wellaré of the race.’ |1 knaw‘ rio réﬁann nby ihe
Qavv}mmept ahould lovk lo ||he pubhc lands B a
souice.pf,1avgnua. llmn 1o any other oﬁlhe bounties-
0: God-10 mah. \Why should they uot e gripred
1o the aciusl’ Uenlér Jit hn? teh qu:inmi’:-r atd pnce
| varely eufficiapt'io pay the co 5 of survey and trans-
for apd thas the Luwemm wl would .di charge
fanhfully s trustite: the citiz n While the lunds
are Im:leﬁ !p §¥ 4 eturce of venue, o(vm«* to the
vafjidg “amotfin colfected a nuaﬂy T alem, i,
keeps our tasifl, ﬂm.ma;mg,,and we-can fix uponno
tevenue standard, for the uureimmymfthe amotnts
derived from u;cxdemal sourgee—ilie amduints from
the publie; lands varying an d‘nﬂatem .ygasafrom
mullion 4 six or seven milligne: Sdhat one- year
wehatk lobinuélireveids, i T)lhohexuuﬂenbh.ﬁ’

owing, i i‘adxpé degm, |o e ﬁucguauonn 1 ke
tevenue fi fwm ;ﬂ;p jsausCe, . ﬁ- nr then. cease Jor-:
everto: look 'ta the publuc ) a8 0 éontce of te..
venue, not only froin 4 kenise of josfice andinightié
the citizen, but j in o;Jer ‘W] de onr “tarifl JAyem

ahalf‘cbmmue, Yo give jg,n a toe pmléxm pl.and‘
and, and thus sutject it 10 ksi chaagée.

mr Sl\dﬂ’}i, of VIr"uua. Dges ke gpnllem:
pmpom o abandon the. publu. lauds 85.a'source- sqf
revenue; do uto muku A nec.euny ior s haghét
tanfft - i

Mr. GROW. 1 am oppmed o raising tev&nnh
from the public. tarida, on e groind, olju;,ucnaand
nbht 1o \he cuizen, and sou. .4 palicy lar'ihe Gove-
-nent, wniihout any reference to thétarifl. fam: rcu-
0y to uging Wil the gemlemn{t from Vlrgmib or
any ather gypllemaa, at'any lime, 1o redace. 46
,;auﬂ to-the-Jowest sevenus paint. - «

- MrSMITH. 1sitdo taise the umt? 80 as ro })er
neﬂl tlie ‘i ‘of Pedrisylvania? e

“ M GROW, §ir, itis.my fertppe o xepmye’q; he
ulx dishict in Pennsy!vania- that; in 1846, when
the mandard of 1he Democravy «iraled: i the ‘duét
in every Guatter ofthy 8iite, bor alfft 16 bailjier
bf fréd lrade "aad’ nnt;aqwled commerce 3ond.ibat
banaer, floats theye. 10-day:. Wewonld ieave:1hé
iron:of Penn-ylvama, the cotion™ mill ‘of New Fxig,
land, and thia sogar of thie South, wilh" every. othey
nmereall of fhe cunnh) A lo olmd on. lfze same lonl»
mg, wmqno discriminatios lor the ' benghic of i
wealthof and eection of'the Union, - Bak Yo Yeturh
from the digféasion itfto Whicki ‘§ hiave i)eep ?lg.)
b, the’ qué:(;on of the genlieman ﬁom Vugama.-r
Therug, polioy,-it seams io me, ia io secare \hesé
lands 1o ihe cultivator, as the legirimate and pripér
meatis of individual develogment, ‘and of promay.
ing lhe bw inleress o[au.xely and [Governngnt,
..uoua ob.the. okjeclions usged againsy! this bill-by
thergentleman from- -Georgia [Mr. Dégn‘] is; lhal
itistaking pxopertypurcbased by thie comion lreqs,
ure of the gountry and using it tqt the baneis a1
the few. Butif these lands have reimbursed their
cost, then you do 1o injnstice to any citizén by this
grant, unlese it is proper for the Coremment io
hold them a4 a source of revenue, By tha jepost
of the Secretary of. the Interior, it. seeems. thess .
fands havereimbursed their original Costs, and
)xelded a net revenue ol §33,289,465. . .
'rhe enliyy area ot the pubhe domnm fe: emmmd at uhuu

lu pmvlmbe Was cﬂ'eo!éa’ul the rote of 1441 dents
. amouuiing’ © Lot LR
To tlus lbould be qddul l};e lndun reseevatiors, \
which enter into’'the origimnl cost, amounting, T
! 10°3A400.795 Kokes; wiich, vdlnedat Sl !25per i

I

II!N.
4

agpe, woyld juake . o - 4

Lp !;elﬁe 33!!. Jhae. 1652, 234250 610 n:.-;nbod m,“'
beet sold, n en expcuu of 207 ‘per nere muk~ Ee
- - - 6019118
m‘:ﬁgm,om 135 actes, sold. at an mMu'aull % i A

pcuse for setling, at 5.32 c:m- pcr ucro. muk .,
ng C - 9.8M001
ey
Thc entire cont (mcludmg -urvc) ing lud ull- R .
iving) beirig -4 - - *65'004013
-—\-*
The' \vh%le nmoum -ecrnmgfmm sules np mm o4
June, .ll‘l.ﬁghm

aemcsssmlos mare than the cou ‘of lhe wbole, u:u- g,
inclusiva of survey and sale.

My, DENT. " ! drderstand the gentleman. te5if)
Penns) l,uma 10, agserl hat tbe money expended
for the pmchue;ol’lhue land haabeen telanded: 4
should.like to have the gentleman explain frovi
.what-sotitee thal money came. If it camé frony’ I'I\Q
sé!e oflhe lauds, then do not tha lands remain nn-
aoldsull belongm" 10 lhe common peopla of lhn

courlry. T
T M GROW Centainl§ they do. But can n per-
son, who' hu sdvanced mouey for o pieca of pig-
resty, complain that yoo.derive um of.a portion.of
his iivestment, afier all the money -he advanced
bds been‘telunded * The furihereales of thepmpdr‘
iy, it any, would be a speculation. And, sir, ' ]
a wise and-sound policy for the (zoremmem tohold
these lands for such a purpose? For slier. they pass
from the ~Goverumeni, outil seitied, the Govern.
meul derivea no -advantage from their eale, save
the. iuterest on the §1 25 per eote:© But by an aci
wal sefillemeat the occupant in consiantly ‘paying
ravepue on e amponed articles whieh be cons
sumes, while he is ncreasing the taxable d
o the Slalb and aellding his- part 10 ull that gidea
comini Lo society But none ot these- advenlages
vesult Jiom the lands being held by a specufater. -

Me. DENT. - Uibo gentlen.en willallow me tol
interrupt him ; 1 simply want to ask one questioty;
Qne af the objects of 1he friends of ilis meaddre
seems 0 keep thie publis lands out of the hands -of
| apecolatora.'Now, {-ask the gentleman from Perin-
syivania, and-the friends of the mwasuié, how they:
" will keep these lands ot of the hands of specula.i
Lo when the five )un ol the lenauuy have mu

‘on?

+Me. GROW The man who nas keép! hm
quatier: :seciion- five years, and has suncanded iv
.with the comforts ol the fireside,'and has connected
‘with.it all the associadona of home. is not likely 1o
leave, it unlesa 48, be (or the. purpose of bettering his«:
condiliyn in some far.distant location, The proby.
bilities are that it will remain in ihe hands ofshe .
squler who first selects it3 for what dues the speg- .
ulator want of culuvazeq fandst Bat even if. ahq s
seifler does ell, it would be jo some one.who Waals,
to/enltivale the Jand, and that would secars.itscons,
um;ied te;ilcmcﬁl snd culiisation—the object of thu‘
billh

Bat'the gcnueman from Georgia [Mr. Dxn] J;
in favor of lhe most liberal bounty land lnws[ur‘lh.“
soldief. He nd many others who oppase this batys
oré re:ld) in all éases, to vote bouniies. The i mea,,
whio zo forth af the call of theiy tounlry to uphol.i,
its slhndnrd 4nd vindicate }is honor are deservip,
it i trud, pf & mot® sub.cantial rewanlthan tears (q.
the dénd'gnd thanks to the Hving.  But' the truesi’,
heroism is not alwaye found in the night waich ani! 3
forfurn hope of the battlefield : but in the glne! xho
workstiop, the by-fanes of foll and the " wnfx!erm?ss
homb, ‘where the bones and sinews of men ate stmg"
gling with thie eleftents, withhe tinrelemingiohsiat ®
cles of pature; and the equally: unmurclfntobsuekl
of a falsecivilization.: Judastry-in rage, anddabor

weighed-down. by poventy, work n3:day by-diy, fate |
to fuce with deathy: yet keeping- usstained hands;,-
3wnmanly Jonor; Rghting ;with. hm\gnr and ermbed
iLy despair, yei keeping its heary upsullied ; infama e
c3, born in squallid . vice and cradled .in ghastly- o
erime, yet in manhuod . aste ting. she dignity of ita -,
ogpore.  In these. ach(evcmenu, on lhe obscurabaty: T
te-field 9{ eyery- -day life, is.exhibitcd the wors thay,.
manly courage and oriitude that crownz \lie, hesa
of the tented ield. Bu: as.the plumed wacsiotmonn. <
ted on his cBATREr, i conspiguous upun the; battle- . |
field above the pnpmlchmb rivate in (he ranks.sp. .
these obscure saldiers of clvn!:zalmn are pasud by .
as unheedgd while Imng, as are their graves, wh an
deail.” "Yet their achiovéments, ‘it not equnlly‘b
liant with those of the plumed warrior, are eq
if ot mobe listing ‘I'héir achievemerta nre in XP\
van of civilization, and on the footsteps of th iai"’
Ageé—ichievements for the great and pesinan nuﬂ-
lenlsﬁ'bl'mhnkind-for Bis happiness and wel e,
nof fir-tis' devtruction, *While, théd, e _pione eér" N
wpifit goes forth into the wilderness, smlehlng‘ney
' areas fro \he witd: i; and' bequedthing them’ :..
| legacy tocivilize man, let not the Governinent dvf
mhisstdor!cwgllsy bis etm by legistmioh! thi¢
places bim in the power of sou"uscnplldlndm
ing speculatinn $*for opon his kb bastle-eld

f-renhe only foes that his-awn ser- hean and tighit
arorcunool @equisl. - . . e o tems



