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. gs Saturday, the first day ol Aprni, 1owards
" e Senate not being that day-in session, that
Ft"f;a,,‘julph came lo my room at Brown’s Hotel
H; rsebout explaining the reason of the question)
i me4! | was the blood-relation ot Mrs. Clay?
vm-smed that | was, an he immediately replied
‘-:-vhar put 4n end (o a request thal he had wished
ke of me. and then went on to tell me thathe
wtrecerved a challenge trom Mr. Clay—had
;:wed ji—was ready to go out—and would apply
W - Tanal 10 be hus second. Before leaving,
, J me he wou'd make my bosom the deposi.
,1 2 secret which he should commit 1o no oth-
wson 1 was, that he did not intend to fire at
i tas e told it to me because he wanted a
| e of lus intention, and did not mean totell it
.+ second, or anybody else; and enjoined in-
Lae ~ecrecy until the duel wasover 'I'Lgns was
.i uohee § had of the aftac. The cireum-
reo of the dehivery of the challenge [ had from
~oal Jesup Mr Clay’s second, and they were

sifectly charactensnuc of M _Randolph that T,

e them 1n dewl, and in the Geueral's own
e -

{u:as gnable to cee Mr Randolph nanl the
g of the 1t of Apnl, when | called on him
ye purpose ol delivering the nole Previous lo
entig 1t however, | thought it proper (o ascer-
am Me Randaiph himself, whether the inlor.
,.,:\-x abweh Mr Clay had received—that he con.
.o o=t personally accountable tor the at-
‘ o was conect accnr"dmgly informed
st that | owas the bearer of a message

ix

e

- \i: U v con-equence of an attack which
a0 mace upon RS private Tas well as pabhie
- w ec i e Senate—that [ was aware no one

g e ght nguesion m oout ot the Senaie for
e sand i1 adebace. onless he chose voloman.
cawave - puvileges ar a member ol that bo.
:\ M Randuipt replied, that the constituuon
| yaectun. but be would never &lield himself
rces such 1 aubseriuge as the pleading of his pri.
1w a¢ 3 kenatar from Virginia; that he did hold-
vt wcountable 1o Me Clay ; but he said that
2, eman had st two pl‘;edges {o redeem——one,
a7 wad bound lumsel { th fight any member of
™ e ol l{epresenlanvés who shoulil acknow-
meelt the author of a certain publication in
. #!ptua paper: and the other that he siood
2.5 10 establish ceriaiu facts in regacd to a great
w wiomhe would uot name; but, be added,
weouid recerve no verbal message from Mr Clay
-5 .y message fiom him muos! be in writing.
el that I waa not apthorized by Mr Ciay to
st o, or receive, any veibal explanations—
1 e nguines | had made lor my own satisfac-
x4 upon my own responsibility—that the on-
essage of which T was the bearer, was in wri-
44 1 hen presented the note, and remarked that
£ ex odung of Me Ciay’s pledges ; but that if
# exwed as W6 (Mr Randolph) undersiood
21 ud he was aware of them when he made
1 ack cvmplained of, he could not avail him.
i ‘nem—ka. by making the atiack, [ thought
21l warved them timself. He said he had not
#emrestimennon of taking advaniage of (ke
"®ie relerred 10—that he had mentioned them
2remind me that he was waiving his pri-
‘gt not only as a senator from Vicginia, but asa’
raue gentleman—that he was ready o respond
i Clay. and would be obliged to me if 1 would
Whuagte in reply—and that he would, in the
=3 of the day, look out for a friend. 1 declined
*21he bearer of his nate, bul informed him my
% wason fof declining was, that I thought he
0 umsel( 10 consalt his triends before taking
= Uhranta slep.  He seized my hand, saying,
Y are nght, sir, 1 thank you for the suggeslion;
T390 do not take my note, you must not be
21f jou should not hear from me lu-day.

"I%ancei connected with one them which may
“52 me of 15 services, and the other is in bad
#~ne was sick yesterday, and may not be
oy
i {assured lum that a {y reasonable time which
bl Migui find necessary Yo take, would be satisfac-
:fé BT 1 ook leave of h{m ; and it is due to his
; 2 [JETETONY 0 say, hal s earing was throughout
Yie nvetyiew \ha: of 4 higy-toned, ehivalrous gen
i3, Jeman ol the o4 school.”” :

These were ihe circamsiances of the delivery ot

“ ¢ chalienge. and 1he only thing necessary 0 give
3;’{1 t‘.m their fgjj Cliaracier 1s to recolleet that, with
o PTOTPL acceprance and postiive relvsal to ex-
: .:"' and s exira coraboar the two pledgen,there

@ perlect determinaiion not 10 fire at Mr. Clay.
- Wt determirat on rested on 1wo grounds : firs,
’?':IP Uniwillingness 1o hun Mr Clay ; and, next.
“:t\a;';:"‘) haiioreturn the fire wouald be to an-
X Ve ..Ould be an unplied acknowledgement

., 3V e rnightto make thim answer  Ttus he

e -
¢ e e

o e N
be Nenate for worls spoken witunit. He

j‘i detinenan beiween man and senalor. As
";::; " tad a consutanional immuny, given for
aun 1 PYPoe.and which he would neither sur-
P " tutupromse: as an individual he was

oy

‘a(:- . '," “21ve sansfagiion for what was deemed an
:ﬂ‘ ‘h’“ He woyld teceve, but ot retarn u fire, It
can IR " 'MUch s 10 spy :"Mr Clay may fice at me
wall " "t g offended bup : § wiil no, by relunang
:"' . 4mit fus right 10 do s0.  This was a sub-

fe A
B | ':0:"::0", and that in a case of life and deagp,
1., o) clear 1o the commeon intellect ; bui to
“tdolph borh clear and convincing. His al.
ve i pledges unredeemed,” which e

h;w . ) i . .
v S % to, neither by implicanion not in words. -
e nt of any person 10 question him '

might have plead in bar 1o Mr. Clay’s challenge,
and would not, was another sarcastio cut at Mr.
Adams and Mr. Clay, while rendering satisfaction
Jor euts already given The  member of the
House,” Mr. Geo. Kremer, of Pennsylvania, who,
at the time of the presidential election in the House
of Representatives, bad avowed himself to be the
author of an anonymous publication, the writer of
which Me. Clay had tfireatened to cali to account
if he would avow himeglf-=and did not. The “great
man” was President Adams, with whom M. Clay-
had had a aewspaper conttoversy, involving a
question of fagi—which had been postponed. The
cause of this sarcastic cut, and of all the keen per-
sonality in the Panama speech, was the belief that
the President and Secretary, the latter especiatly,
encouraged the newspapers in their interest, to at-
tack him, which they dtd incessantly ; and he chose
to overlook the editors and retaliate upon the in-
stigators, as he believed them to be. This he did
to his heart’s content in that speech—and to their
great annoyance, as the coming ot the challenge
i proved The “two fiends” alluded to, werp Col.
Tatuall and myselt, and the circumstances which
" might disqualify one of the 1wo were those ol my
" relationship to Mre Clay, of which he did not know
" the degree, whether of #ffiaity or consanguinity—
considering the first no obslacle, the other a com.
plete bar to my appearing as his second—holding,
. 2s he did, with the tenacity of an Indian 1o the ob-
ligations of blood, and laying but liule stress on
| marriage connexions. His affable reception and
courteous demeanor 1o Gen. Jesup were according
, ‘o his high breeding, and the decorum which be-
longed 1o such occasions A duel in the circle to
which he belonged was ¢ an affair ot honor”’; and
high hanor, according to its code, muat pervade
every pact of it. General Jesup had come opon an
unpleasant business. Mr. Raudolph determined (o
put him at his ease ; and did it so effectually as to
charm him into admiration The whole plan of
tus conduct; down 10 cgauingent details, was cast in
his mind instamly, as if by inwinon, and never de-
parted from  The acceplance, the refusal to ex-
plain, the determination vot 1o fire, the first and
second choice of a friend and the circumstances
which might disquality one and delay the other,
the addinonal cut, and the resolve 10 fall, if he fell,
on the soil ot Vieginia— was all, to his mind, a sin-
He uneed
ed 0o consuliations, no deliberalicas, 10jarrive-at al]
I dwell upon these
small cilcumstances because they are characteris.
ne, and show the man—a man who belongs 1o his-
tury and had his own history, and should be known
as he was. That character can only be shown in
his own conduct—his own words and acts : and this
duel with Mr. Clay 1llustrales it at many points. [t
i8 i1 that point of view 1hat I dwell upon eircum-
stances which might seem trivial, but which are
not so, being illusiralive o! character and signiﬁcﬁm,
1o their smallesl particulars.’

The acceptance of the challenge was in keepng
with the whole proceeding—prompt in the agree-
ment lo meet, exact iu protesting agaiust the right
to call him oul, clear in_ 1he waiver of his consutu.
tional privilege, brieband cogent in presenting the
case as one of some reprehension—the case of a
member of an administralion challenging a senator
for words spoken in debate of thal adminiatration,
and all in briel, terse, and superlalively decorous
langoage. Itianthus: “ Mr Randolph acceptsthe
chalienge of Mr. Clay; at the same ifme he pro
tests against the right of any minister of execulive
government of the Unned Siates 10 hold him respon-
sible for words spoken i Jdebate, as a senator.irom
Virgivia, in crimaation «f such minister, or the ad
ministrativn under which he shall have taken office

gle emanation—the flash of an instant.

these important conclusions.

ter, is authonzed 10 arrange with General Jesup,
('be bearer of Mr Clay’s challenge) the terms of
meeting to which Mr. Randoipb is ir.vited by 1hat
note.” ] - .

This protest which Mr. Randolph entered against
the right of Mr. Clay to challenge him, led 1o an
gxplanaiion between their mutual friends on that
delicate point—a point which concerned the inde
‘pendence of debate, the privilegea of thz Senate,
the immanity of a member, and the sancrily ol the
constituion 1t was a point which Me. Clay feir;
and the explanation which was hsd between the
mutval [neuds, presented an excuse, if not a jusiifi-
eation for his proceexling. e bad been informed
that Mr. Randuiph, in lus speech, had avowed tus
responsibility 10 Mr. Clay, and waived his privilege
—a thing which, if 1t had beena done, would have
been a Jefiance, and stood for an ivitanon to Mr,
Ciay to serd a challenge . Mr Randoiph, through
Col. Tatnal!, d savowed that impnted avowal, and
confined his waiver of privilege, to the time of the
dehvery ot the challenke, and in answer to an in-
quity belore it wa- delivered.

The lollowing are the communications beiween
the respective seconds on this point: )

|« lo regard 10 the protest with which Mr. Ran-
* dolph's note couctudes, 1t 18 due 10 M1 Clay to say
that he had been tormed M: Randolph did, and
would, hold himsel} respunsible o um tor any ob-
servalions be mighi make in in relaon 10 m
and ihat | {(Genera: Jesup) desnncily understood
trocs Mu. Raudoiph, betore 1 delivered the nole
of Mr Clay, ihat he waived bis prvilege as a reqr-
,ator !
To his Cel. Tawnall replied : .
“ As itus expression (dud pn’d wounld hold him-
self responasible, &c ) may be consirued to mean
that Mr. Randolph had given this inumarion nolon-
ly befure calted upon, but in such a manuer as to
wheow o) jo Mr. Clay somehing Luke an wvitation
1o make such a vall, | have,un ihe paitof Me. Ran
dolph. to disavew any dispusiion, when expressing
his jeadiness (o waive his privilegeaga senalof:lrom
Virginia, 10 mvie, s any cwp & calb upoa him [oe
personal:-suusjactiop  Fhe coucioding paragraph of
your note, I'prexume, is wniended 10 show merely
that you did dor present a note, such as that of Me.
. Clay o Mr. Ragdolph, unul you had ascertained Kis
willingness 1o waive. his-pnvilege as & senaior.—
This Dinfer, 25 3t was ta you: recolleciion, thaiile
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Colonel Tatnall, of Georgia, the bearer of this let-.
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expression of such a readiness,-on the part of Mr
Randolply, was in reply to an inquiry on tha point
made by yourseif.”-

Thus an uritating circomatance in the affaic was
virtually negatived, and its oftensive import wholly
disavowed. For my part, 1 do not believe that Mr.
Randoiph used such language in bis speech. |
have no recollection of having heard it. The pub-
lished report of the speech, as taken down by the
seporiers, and not revised by the speaker, contains
nothing of it. Such gusconade was foreign to M.
Rancolph’s character. - The occasion was ot one
in which these son of defiances are thrown out,
which are-either to purchass & cheap repotation
when it is known they will be despised, ot 10 get
an advantage in‘'exiraciing a challenge when there
is & design to kill. Mr. Randolph had none of these
views with respect to Mr. Clay. He had nodesire
to fight bim, or (0 bort him, or gain cheap charac-
ter by appearing (o bnily him. He was above all
that, and had _seuled acoounts with bim in his
speech, and wanted no more. I do not believe it
was gaid ; but there was & part ot the speech which
might have received a wrong application, and led
1o the erronecus report—a.part which applied to a
quoted passage in Mr. Adam’s Panama fuessage,
which he condemned and denounced, and dared
the President and his triends to defend. His words
"were, as reporied unrevised : ¢ Here | plant my
loot ; here | fling defiance right into his (ihe Pre.
sident’s) teel ; bere [ throw the ganmlet 10 him,
and the bravest of his compeers, 10 come forward
and defend these lines ” &o. A very palpablede.
fiance this, bat very diflerent lrom & summons o
personal combat, and from what was related 10 Mr.
Clay. Tt %as an unlortonate report, doubiless the
effect of indistinct sppiehension, and the maie to
be regreited as, after having been a main cause in
indacing the chatlenge, the disavowai could not
stop it,

Thus the agreement for the meeting was sbso.
lute; and, according to the expectation of the prin-
cipais, the meeling itselfl would be immediately;
bt their seconds, from the most Jandable jeelings,
determined to delay i, with ihe liope to prevent
w—and did keep it off a week, admitting me to a
participation in the good wor? as being already
privy 10 the affair and friendly 1o both pasties. The
challenge stated no specific groond of oftence—
specified no exceptionable words. 1t was peremp-
tory and general, for an “ unprovoked attack on his
(Mr. Clay’s) character,” and it dispensed wilh ex-
planatious by alleging that the notoriety and indis-
putable existence/of the injury superseded the ne-
cessily}or'(henﬁ Of course this demand was bot-
tomed on & report of the words spoken—a verbal
report—lhe full daily poblication of the debates
having not then bégun—and was of a charac.er
greatly to exasperate Mr. Clay. It sated that in
the course of<he debate Mr. Randolph said, “That
a letter from General Salazar, the Mexican minis-
ter at Washin3ton, submitted by the Executive to
the Senate, bore the ear-mark of having been man.
ufactored or forged by the Secretary of State, and
denounced the administration as a corrupt coaliuon
‘between the puritan and black-leg ; and added at
the same time, that he Mr. Randoiph) held him.
self personally responsible for sll that he had said.”
This was the report to Mr. Glay, and opon which he
gave theabsolue challenge, and received the ab-
solute acceptance, which shut out alt inquiry be-
tween the principale into the causes of the quarsel.
The seconds detarmined to open it, and to antempt
an accommodation, or a peaceable determination
of the difficulty. la consequence, Gen Jesup sta
ted he complaint in a note to Col. Tatnall thus:
% The in,ury of which Mr. Cfay complains con.
siats in this : that Mr. Randolph has charged him

with having foiged of manufactuted a paper con-
nected with the Panama miesion ; also, that he has
applied to him in debate the egithet of black leg
The explanation which I consider necessary is, that
Mr. Randolph declare that he bad no intention of
charging Mr. Clay, either in his public or private
capacity, with forging or faleifyirg any paper, or
misrepiesenting any fact; and also, that ihe term
black leg was not iatended to apply to him.” T¢
this exposition of the grounds ot ihe complaint, Cal,
Tainall answered : # Mr. Randolph informs me that
tte words used by him in debate were as follows:
¢ That I thought it wou'd be in my power 10 show
evidence sufficiently presumpliveio sausly a Char-
. loite (county) jury, that this invilation was mano
‘taclured here—that Salazar’s letier sliuck me ss
bearing a stiong likeaess in poiat of style to the
other papers | did not undertake to piove this,
l but expressed my suspicion that the fact was so.
' apphed to the administration the epithet, puritan-
ic-diplomatic-black-legged admunidtration.” M.
Randolph, in.giving these words as those utiered
by him in debate, is nnwilling to affurd. any expla.
naiion as o their meaning and application.” In
.this answer Mr. Randolph remained vpon his ori
ginal grourd of refasing 1o answer.out of the Sen-
ale for words spoken within it! lu other respecis
the statement ofthe words actoaily spoken greatly
amelisrated the offensive report, the coarse and
insulting words, * forging and falsifiying” being dis-
? avowed, as in fact they were not used, and are not
to be found in the published repoit. The speech
was a bilter philippic and intended 10 be 8o, laking
tor i1= point 1he alleged coalition between Mr Clay
and Mr. Adams with vespect to the eleciion, and
thewr eflonig 1o ged up & popatir question contrary to
" our policy of non-enlanglement with foreign na-
! fions, in sending ministers to the tongress of the
Ameticay states of Spanish origin at the Isthmus of
i Psnama. [ heard it all, and though shsrp aad cai-
. ting, | think it might bave been heard without apy
mani'esiation of resentment by Mr Clay. The
part which he took so seriously to heart, that of
having the Panama iavitauons manalaciared in his
office, was 10 my mind_nothing more than atribat.
. ing 10 him a diplomalig superigrity whigh enabled
- him to obtain from the South Amesican- minisiers
the invitations that be wanted ; and not” at ali thu
they weto sputlots fabrications. As'to- the ex-
pression, * bladkleg and purian,’ . was merely o

sargasm 10 sGike by ar e i a1d which, being
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without foundation, might havé been disrégarded.
I presented these views ‘1o 1ba pariies, and it they
had come from Mr. Randolph might have been
sufficient, but he was inexorable - and woutd not
authorize a.word 1o be eaid beyond what he had
written, ” :

All hopes of accomodation having vanished, the
seconds proceeded to asrange the duel. - The ai-
ternoon of Saturday, the 8th of April, was fixed
opon for the time—ihe right bank. of the Potomac,
within the state of Virginia, above the Litile Falls
bridge was the place, piltolr(fm weapons, distance
ten paces—each party to be attended by iwo wac-
onds and s surgeon, and myselt at liberty 10 attend
as a mutual friend. There was 10 beno practising
with pistole, and there was uone ; and the words
‘“one,” ¢ two,” ¥ thtee,"”  st0p,” after the word
' fire,” were, by agreement between the seconds,
and for thé homane pirpose of reducing the result
s near as possible la chance, to be given out in
quick succession. “The Virginia side of the Poto-
mac was taken at the instance of Mr. Randolph.—
He went out as a Virginia senator, retosing to com
promise that character, and it be fell in defence of
its rights, Virginia Soil was 10 him the chosen
ground to receive his blood. There was a siatute
of the state against duellnig with ber limits ; but
as he merely weut out to receive a fire without re-
tarning it, he deemed thai no fighting, and conse-
quently no breach of her matate. This season for
choosing Virginia could only be explained to me,
s | alone was depository of his secret. The week’s
delay which the seconds had contrived was about

| expiring. It was Friday evening, or rather night,

when { went to see Mr. Clay for the last ume be.
fore the duel. There had been some alienation be~
\ween us gince the lime ol the presidential elec.
lion in l*ome of Representatives, and | wished
to give evidence that there was nqthing persons|
in it. The family wers ia the parlotr-company pres-
ent—and some of it siayed lale. The yoongesi
child, I believe James, went 10 sleep on the sofa—~
a circumstance which availed me for a purpose the
next day. Muis. Clay was, as olways, since ihe
death ol her daughters, the picture of desolanon,
but calm, conversible, and without the slightest ap-
parent consciousness of the impending event —
When all were gone, and she also had lefi the par-
lor, [ did what I came for, and said to Mr. Clay
that, nolwithstanZing our late political differences,
my personal feelings towards him wete the same
as formerly, aud that, in whatever concerned his
life or honor, my best wishes were with him He
expressed his gratification ai the visit and the dec.
laration, and said it was what he would have ex-
pected of me. We pasted at midnight,

Sawrday, the 8th of April—the day for the duel
—had come, and almost the hour. [t wua noon,
aod the meeting was (o take place at 43 o’ciock —
I had gone 10 see Randolph before ihe hovr, and
for a purpore ; and, besides, it was so far on the
way, as be lived half way 10 Georgeluwn, and we
had to pass through that to cross the Potomac into
Virginia al the Lude Falls Bridge. 1 had heard
nothing from bim on the point of nol returning the
fire since the. first communication to ihat eflecy,
eight days befure. | had no reason to doubi the
sleadiness of his determination ; but felt a desire
to have some fresh assurance of it afler so many
days' delay, and 8o near upproach of the trying mo-
meat. | knew it would not do to ask him ihe
question—any question which would imply a doubt
ot his word  His sensiuive feslings would be hun
and annoyed at it. So I fell upon a scheme 1o get
al the inquiry without seeming 1o make it. [ told
him of my visit o Mr.'Clay ihe night before—of the
laie eitting—the child asleep—the unconscious tran.
quili'y of Mrs. Clay ; snd added, I could not heip
reflecting how diflerent all that might be the next
might.  He undersiood me perlecily, and immedi-
mely said, with a quietade of look and expression
which seemgd 10 rebuke an onworthy. dounby, ¢ 1
shall do rothing to disturb the sleep of the child or the
repose of the mother,” aud wen! on wuh his employ-
meni—his seconds being engaged in their prepara
tions in a diflerent room, which was making codi.
cils to his will, all in the way o! remembrance 1o
friends ; 1he bequesta slight in value, butinvalua
ble in tenderness of leeling and beavty of express.
ion, and always appropriste i0 the receiver. To
Mr. Macon he gave some Eaglish shillings, to keep
the game when he played whist His namesake,
John Randolph Bryan, then ai school in Baltimore,
and since marnied to his niece, was sent for .0 sce
bim, but sent ofl belore the hour tar gaing out, 10
eave the boy from a possible shock ai seeing tim
brought back. He wanted some gold—1hat coiy
not being then in circulation, and ouly tu be vbiain-
ed by favor or purchase—3pd sent his fai:hiful man,
Johnny, to the United States Branch Bank 10 get a
few pieces—American being the kind asked for
Johony reisrned without the gold, and delivered
the excuse that the bank had none. Instanily his
clear silver-toned voice was heard above i's natur-
-al pitch, exclaiming: ‘¢ Their name 8 legion |~
and they awe liars from the beginning. Jobnny
bring me my horse.” His own saddled-horse was
brought him—~—for he never rode Johnny’s, nor John-
ny his, though both, and all his bundred horses,
were ol the finest English blood--and rode ofl 10 the
bank down Pennsylvania avenue, now Corcoran &
Rigg's—Johnny following, as always, forty paces
behind. Arnving al the bank, this scene, sccor-
ding to my informant ook place. ¢ Mr. Randolph
asked for the state of his account, was shown it,
and foond 1o beisome four thousan | ‘dollara in his
lavor. He asket for it. The teller took up pack-
ages of bills, aad &lly asked in what sized notes
he would have it. %1 want moneyy” said Mr.
Randolph, putting emphasis on the woid; and al
that time jt required a bold maa to inlimaje, that
Uniied Siates Bank notes were not money.” The
telles, beginning 19 understand him, and willing to
make rore, said, inquinngly.;  You want silver 77
“Lwaot my money 1" was the teply.” Then, the
teller lifting boxea i@ jbe coupier, said poiiely ;—
- Have.you » cart, Mr. Randolph, | to put it3n "—
“ That is-my. business, s he..

; uvh’q’“‘}i,d e. By tbat fime
the attention of the cashier (Mr. flx’ch;;d Smith)

was atirac.ed o what wils gaing on_ eatie bp, id
understanding the question, and its causs, told Mr,
Randolph there was & mistake in the snswer given
t0. his servant—that they had gald, and he shouki
have wnai he wanted. -In:fae,; he bad -only.appii-
ed for a lew pieces, which' he wanted lor a special
purpose. This brooght aboota compromise.” The
pieces of gold were received—-the cant and the sil-
vor dispensad with ; tol the scoovht in the bank
was closed, snd a check weken for the ‘amount on
New York. He retumned and dslivered me a
sealed paper which | was'to open if he was killed
~give back 10 him if he was not; also an’ open
slip, which 1 was 10 sead befors [got to ihe groond,
This slip was a request 10 1eel in® his left breeches
pocket, if he was killed, and ind s0 many pieces
ol gold—I believe nine—tike three for myself, and
give the same number to Tatnall ‘and ‘Hamition
each, 10 make seals to wear in réemembrance of
him. We were ail thiree at Mr. Randulph’s lody-
ings then, and eoon sat out—-Mr. Randolph and his
seconds in a carriage, 1 lollowing him’ on hovse.
back. ) '

1 have alrezdy said that the count was lo be
quick after giving the word ¢ fire,” and for a rea-
son which could pot be told tc the principals. To
Mr Randoiph, who did npt mean to-fire, asd whe,
though agreeing to be shdt at, had no desire to be
hit, this rapiduy of counting out the time, and quick
acrival at the command “; stop,” presented no ob-
jection. With Ms. Clay it was different. With
him it was all & real transaction, and gave rise for
some proposal for more deliberateness in counting
off the time ; which, being communicated to Col.
Tatnall, and by him to M¢. Randoiph, had an ill
eflect upon his feelinge, and esided by an untoward
accident un the ground, unsetiled for a moment the
noble determination which he had formed not to
fire at Mr. Clay. I now give the words of General
Jesup : * Whea I repeat to Mr. Clay the ¢ word’
in the manner in which &t would be“given, he ex.
pr i some apprehension thay, as he was not acs
customed to the vse of the pistol, he might not be
able 1o fire within the time, and for that reasan
alone desired thal it might be prolonged. | meu-
tioned to Col. Tatnall the desire of Mr Clay., He
replied : ¢ If you insist upon i, the lime must be
prolonged, but | shoull very mueb regretiL’” |in.
tormed him'1 did not insist opon’ prolonging the
time, and T was srre Mr. Clay would acquiesce.—
The original agreement was carried om !”

§ knew uotbing of this until it was:loo late Ip
epeak with secouds of principals. [ bad crossed
Linle Falls bridge just alter them, and came 10 the
pluce whese the servanis and carriage had stopp-
ed. 1saw one of the gentlemen, and sopposed
they had all gone to the spot where the ground was
being marked ofl ; bot on speaking 1o Johnny, Mr.
Randoiph, who was stli inn his casriage and beard
my voice, lovked oui from the window and raid 10
me: ¢ Colonel, since | saw yon, and since | have
beer in this carriage, 1 have héurd something
which may make me change my determination.—
Col. Hamilion wili give yop a nate which will ex.
pluin it.”  Col. Hamilion was therrin 1he carriage,
and gave me the note, in ihe coursd of the eveni
of which Mr. Randolph spoke. | .eadily compra.
hended that this possible change of determination
refating to his sight; but the emphasis with which
he pronounced the word * may," clearly showed that
his mind was vndecided, and left itdosbiful wheth.
er he would fire oc uol. No further conversation
took place beiween us; the preparations for the
duel were finished ; the paitres went to their pla-
ces; and I went forward to a piece of ris.ng ground,
from which | could see what passed and hear what
was said  The fuiiful Johnny followed me closs,
speaking nol 8 word, bul evincing the the deepent
anxiety for his beloved master The place was a
tick forest, and the immediate spot a little depres.
sron where the parties stood.  The principals salnt-
ed each other courteonsly as they 100k their stands
Col. Tatnali had woa the choice of position, which
gave Gen. Jesaop the delivery of the word. They
s:00d on a line east aud west—a small stump jus:
behind Mr Clay; a low gravelly bank rose jusi
debind Mr. Randolph  This latter asked Gen Jes.
sup to repeat the word as hw would give i1 ; and
while in the act of doing ro, and Mr. Raudolph
adjusting the butt of his pistol te his hand the mu2-
zle pointing downwarnds, and almast to the ground,
it fired. Instanily Mt Randolph tamed to Colonet
Tatnall, and said : "I protesied ggainst that hair
trigger.”  Col. Tatnall took blame to himself fur
having sprang the hair. Mr. Clay had not then re-
ceived hia pistol.  My. Johason, (Josiah,) ane o
his seconds, was carying  to him, and atill several
steps from him. This untimely fire, thopgh clear.
Iy an accident, necessarily 3ave riseq 10 some re-
macks, and a species ot inquiry, which was con
Jucted with the utmaost delicacy, but which, in it-
self, was of a nature to be inexpressibly painful 1o
agentleman’s feelings. Mr. Clay stopped it with
the generous remark that the fire was clearly an
accident, and §it was 80 unanimously declared.—
Another pistol was immedialely furnished ; and an
exchange of shots 100k place, aml, bappily, with-
out effect upon the persons.  Mr. Randolph'’s buile:
sirock thestump behind Mr. Clay, and M. Clay’s
knocked ap the earth and gravel behind Mr Ran
dolph, and in a line leve! of his ‘hips, both bollels
having gone 80 true and close that it was 8 marvel
how they missed. The moment had come for me
to interpose. 1 wentin among the parties and of-
fered my mediation, bot nothing could be done.—
M. Clay said, with a waive of the hani with vil;idh
he was accustomed 1o put yway a rifle, i This is
child’s play ! and reédiredfgnoih?; figg. ""My. Ran.
dolph also demanded another fite. ‘Th‘g_geé,om_l;
was direcied to re-Joad. While Abis .«.'i’a,A',,d?iﬂB 1.
prevailed on Mr. Rapdolph 10, watk away fiom his.
post, and renewed to him mare pressingly than ev-|
or, my importunities 10 yield 10:30me accompda.’
tion ;. but [ fodnd fvm, more deterhined than L-hay!
ever seen him, and for he first time impatiaai;stid’
séémingly‘enndyed-iirid dissatiefiéd i whii'F-was:

The accidental fire 6Fbis* phatol *préyed dpon-his;
feelings. He was Joubly chagrined at r, botli "as

doing”" Hé wis indéed ‘antoyed'and ‘dlsidisfied = {1

a circomstance susceptible in itselt of an anfuis the
terpretation; smi as having-been the immediate
and cantioliing €aose of his fiting at Mr. Clay. He
regreted this fire 1he instant it was ovor. He felt
thas it had subjected bim 10 imputations trom which
he knew-himself to be Iree—a desiie (o kill Mr.
Clay, and a contempt for the laws of his beloyed
state ; and then anntyances which he féli at these
vexations circomstanres revived his original deles.
minaiion; and decided him irrevocably to carry it
out, oo
Tt was in this interval that be fold me "whst he
had heard siuce we parted, and to which we allnd.
ed when be spoke 1o me from the window of -the
cartiage. [t was tothis effect: That he had béen
informed by Col. Tainall, that it was proposed o
give uvt ihe words with more deliberateness, o
as 10 prolong-the time for taking sim.  The intor.
mation grated liarshly upon his feelings. 1 unsets
ted bis purpose, and brought his mind 10 1hé in-
quiry (ae he.now 10ld me, and as | found express-
ed in the note which he had immediately writt

1 in pencil 1o apprize me of his possible change,)
whether, onder these circumstances, be might riot *

% disable” hia adveisary ¥ This note is so characier-
istic and such an esseutial pact of this aflair, that |
here give its very words; so far es it relates tothis
point. It ran thds :

* Information received Irom Col. Tainall since 1
got into the caitiage may induce me 1o change my
ind, ot not retuming Mr. Clay’s fire. | &eek not
his death. | would not have his blood upon my
hands—it will not be upon my soul if shed in self
defence—tor the world. He has determined, by
the use of a long, preparatory cantion by words, 1o
to get time to kill me. May 1onot, then, disable
him * Yes if 1 please.”

It bas been seen by the stalement of Gen, Jesup,
afseady given, that this ¢ iuformation’ wae s mis-
apprehenion; that Me Clay had not applied for a
prolongation of time for the parpuse of geifing suro
aim, bnt onty 10 enable his snred hart) long un.
familiar with the pistol, 10 fie w1t e hmited
time ; that there was no prolongain, w fiet, e
ther granted or insisted upon : bt he was in doobt
and Gen. Jesup having woil the word, ke w g, hav-
ing him repeat it in the way Le v.2. i give it cut,
when his finger louched 1he baic tigoze. How on-
fortonate that 1 did notknow of this in tire to
speak to Gen. Yesup, when one word fiom him
would have eet a!l right, and saved ihe imminen;
tisk incusred.  This wqniry, © May § not Jisable
bim 3" was still on M. Randalph’s miwl, and de-
petdent lot its solation on the rising incidents of the
momen(, when the accidental fire of bis pistol gave
the torn io his feelings wbich solved the doubt—
But hedeclared 10 me thathe ha-noi-simed at
the life of Mr Clay : that he did noi level as high
as the kuee—not higher than the knee-band, * for
il was no mercy to shool a man in the knee ;7 that
his only object was 10 disable. him, and epoil his
aim.  And then added, with aboanty of expression
and a depth of feeling which ap eiidjed oralory can
ever atiain, and which 1 shall never locgei, thpse
impressive words : 4 1 would not have secn him fall

g | mortally. or even doublfully wounded, for all the land

that is wuleral by the King of Floods and all his tri-
bulary streams.” He lefi 10 resume bis post, ptier-
ly refosing to explain out of the Senate, snything
that he had said in i, and with the positive declar.
stion that he would not retufn the next fire. [ withy
drew a liuleway into ihe woods, and kept my eyes
fixed apon Mr. Randolph, who{ then knew 10 be
the onfy orie 1n danger. I saw him receive the
tire of Me. Clag, saw the gravel knocked up in the
sama place, saw Mr. Randolph raise his pistole—
discharge it into the air—heard him say, ] do not
fireat you, Mr. Clay”’~and immediately advancing,
and offering his hand. He was met 1 the same
spirit. They met half way, shook hands, M. Ran-
doiph saying jocosely, ** Yon cwe me a coat, Mlr.
Clay*'—(the bullet had passed throngh the skin of
the coat, very ucar the hip)—io which Mr Clay
prompily and happily replied, * Iam glad the deld
wsno greater” | had come up, and was prompt to
proclaim what | had been obliged 10 keep secret
for eight dayes. The [y of all wvas extreme al (his
happy tesmivation of a most cuit cal affair, snd we
immediately lelt, with lighter hearts han we bro'.
I stopped 10 sap with Mr. Randolph and hia friends
—none ol as waated dinner that day—and had' a
chiaracterisiic lime of it.” A runner came in from
‘the bauk, 1o say that they had over paid him, by
misake, 130 that day. Heanawered, I believe
it ts yrur rule nal to corral wisd-kes except al the
time, and at your counter.”  Aad wuh that answer
the runner had 1o cetamn.  When gone, Mr. Ran-
dolpb said,” T will pay it on Mond.1y ; people must
be honesl, if bavks are uol.” He asked.lor the seal-
ed paper he hal given me, opened it, 100k out a
check for ‘$1 000, diawn in my favor, and with
which 1 was requested 10 have him carried, if kifl.
ed. 1o Virginia, and buried under his parrimomal
vaks—not let him be buried al Wa-hington, with
ab hundred hacks atter im. He 100k the pold fenm
hiz Jeft breechies nacker, and suid s us, {Humilion,
Tawall and 1,) ¢ Gewlemen, Clay’s bad shooting
shan't 1ob you of your-sesis. 1 am gog to Lon.
don, and will have ihem imade for you,’: whicty he
did, and mast.chasaclesistically, sn far as mine was
concerned. He wenttothe herald’s office in Lon.
don, and iaquited for the Benton family, of which
I bad often told him there .was nope, as we onl
dated on that side from my grandfather in Nont
Carolina. Butihe name was.found, and wuth it a
coatof arms—among the quarterings a lion rame
pant. TFhatisthe famdy, said lie ; and had the arms
engraved on the seal, the same which | have since
hahiteally worn, and added the urmio, Fuetis non
verbis,.of whivh he was aiierwaris accustomed 10
say.thenon shouvld be chaugeu wito L. Bat, enough.
i roninto these detads. uol weily 1o relate an
‘avent,but 1o show chaiacier ; und it ] have uot done
il,.'u innio! for wantof matesini, bt ot abulity to use it.
~ + Ou Mondpy the panies exchanged cards, and so-
cial relalions were forally aud courtagnsly restor.
ed. It was about u‘;le lust’ hliﬁg-é?u:;!"\tluai A |
have witnessed, and among the hig Y

Have oot wimeasédsdnd 82 happly Chadason o
‘s forlungie issue, 8 resvlt ‘due 'to'jhe aigble charac.
?! Qf e s.:g:{tgl,'y : i;,}vgllﬂ r?s tgéb‘e; gelner'oua and
Heroicepjait ol the principals, “Cenal: i
1.548 4 i s St ot ot i 28
is its eubeli'ute—ibyolvels, bowie knives, Black.
guarding, and sirest assassination guder 1ho'pmex:
of sell-defence, o ’ =
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