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t Te California @nestion.
SPEECH OF

WILMOT,

OF PEXNSYLVANIA, i

In the Homse 6 Represemtatives, July 24, 50.
ﬂ':Qomwg'lbe Wholeon the state of the Union
win poned consuderats the Calyfor-
nea Mea, and'zim up the B‘m ‘n{ahug ﬂ
priations for the support of the Military Aw?mg
MR. WILMOT cbtained the floor, and piroceed-i
ed to sy : That lie should fail in big duty if 1ib re-
mained gilent under the charge against those fei¢nu:
Iy to the~unconditional sdmission of Californis,
made ;,l”" them by the geptleman from Illinois,
[Mr. McCreananp] He bad himself heard of
the existenca of a party or faction in {the House,
s hostile to California, as an independent meas-
ure, .as to thredten resistance by revolutionary
meanl;, [w pa;a!;lyze r:‘h_a fnnct‘i’ons of Government,
bv a defeat of the ordinary and necéssary appropri.
atiozs. “This faction he understood 10 be ll?eP :l i:;
und coadjotors of the gentleman from IMinois —
He (Mr. .W.) was not of them in spirit or in

action. .

Mr. WILLIAMS' rose to a point of order. He
wbmitted that it was not in order on this bili 1o
discuss the question ;of the admission of Catilor:

ata. &c. . :

Mr. PRESTON KING said, that as the whole
auestion of the freedom of debate came jnlo eon-
woversy on this point of order, he should ask that
tbe reduced to writing., . L .

Mr. WILLIAMS-mgned to the rale’ on which
he based his poiat of order,

The point of order was then reduced to-writing,
as follows: - ’

] call the gentleman to order, under the 3ist
nle of the House, which requires the speaker t6
confine himsell to the question nnder.deg:e:le,' and
tisnet in order for the gemleman to discuss the
merits of the Califorgia bill on fhe question now
pnding”

"Mr, HILLIARD inquired whethér the guestiop
was debatable ? . .

The CHAIRMAN said, the Chair bad not given
1 Jecisron. . . .

The CHAIRMAN then said, that, looking to the
ungé of debate which was allowed in Committee

. of the Whole on the state of the Upion, tife Chair

i not feel authorized to pronounce the remarks

o the genlleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. WiL.

wor} out of order. The chalr, therefore, overrul-

el we pont of order,

- Mr. WILLIAMS said, that he appealed from the

decision of the Chair. '

Mr. WILMOT desired 1o be informed vy the
faair, whether, when the House was in Committes
ot the Whole on the state of the Union, ihe siate
of the Union' generally, as well as the iramediate
il which was pending, was not undér consid-
eqtion ! v

The CHAIRMAN asserted remarking that it was |
!;?oa that groun\% Jhat he had ovedruled the point

¥ otder. °

The question was then taken, ‘éhall‘lhe deci-
son of the Chair stand as the judgment of the
cmmitiee U and decided in the affirmative, with-
vt a divysion.

S the deeision of the Chair was affirmed by the
tommiltre. -

M. WILMOT peoceeded. Not until to-day,
@ from the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Mi:
Cieryanp.} had he heard this charge of a desire
Bdeleat the appropriation bills, made upoo the
kends of freedom. He had risen to repel any
fich charge, and to brand as false, all siich ramaors,
Ideed it was astopishing to him how such ru-
R could have obtained currency. He suspelt-
¢! that they existed only in the imagination of the |
fealeman from 1llinois, and that he is -the
Iatio give them breath and circulation. In the
weras to which the gentleman refers, there was
¥ a word said which coald be tortured into such
tcoustrmetion. It is true that the friends of Cali-
mia desire action : it is trme, they begin to appre-
al it those who came here prolessedly her
liends. are pot «0 in good faith, bat are prepared
2 gve her the go-by. He desired to give to Cal-
Bun precedence over the appropriation * bills —

Bebelieved that the friends of Califomia: desired
Weoarse pow ; & the reason is this: the history af

Goversment, for twenty years, proyes ihat the
priztion bills are not passed until the last days

o "
the session ; and he felt satiafied that when those jirelieve the
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now ask that action shall be had upon this subj
are dencanced as men who duiropu\;) kee ‘3:2
‘ miserable excitement?” ip the public mind. The
gentleman from Tiinois [ Mr. lfcc.} may, in bis
conception of things, it 88 a miserable vo.
cation for men 1o contend earaestly, seriously, and
maafully for the advance ot freelzun, for the tri-
umph of truth, The gentleman may regard those
eﬂor‘u o:ly a:h noble\'mi’ prllisevo y, which are
put lorth in the cause of slav propagandi
and which are rewarded with ell‘;ya a‘:nr?es of 311::23
bolders and the prospect of office. A ‘“miserable
sgitation * indeed, stand £p here and batile against
the . sef ess of the day, W uter unwelcome
truths in the ears of lordly masters, 10 expose the
schemes of unchastened ambition, o labor to bring
back this Govetament to the policy of its founders,
1o insist that the policy of Jefterson, and,the tathers
of the Republic, should be appiled to the Territo-
-ries of this Union. .

¢ He (M. Wg could tell the gentleman from 1li-
. nois [Mr.McC.) how this agitation, which he so
" much deprecates, might have been dvoided. Had
ﬁqqrea_eawim haithfal) ied out the will of
their constitvents, the q@tion of sisvery In our
“Terrltries would have been setiled three years

ante of 1787, whichepro) slavery ex-
cept for crime. - Of this there can be doabt. He
Mr. W.) had said defore, and he repeated now,
at when the provisc was hrst introduced, there
were but two northern voles against it in this
House. One was that of the gentleman tfrom lili-
nois, and the other that of his then colleage, now
a member of the Senate, {Mr. Douaiass | That
E_tovmon, which the gentieman has learned from
is southern allies to denounce as most. infamous,
not only received the approval of the Representa-
tives from the free States, but the onanimous and
spontaneous approval of the people throughout
every free State in this Union. The peuple by
every form ol expression e ndorsed it. Legisla-
tures by ananimous resolutions endorsed it. Had
the pullic voice then been faithiully obeyed in this,
and the other wing of the Capitol, all that excite
ment and agitalion about which the gentleman de-
claimea with such genuine southemn feelihg, would
hdve been avoided. The question would have
been setded without agitation, without excitement,
and in my judgment without leaving behind any
very senious “heart burnings upon the feelings of
our southern friends True, sir, they might have
been ignorant of the merits of their distingmished
champion, the gentleman from lilinois. The coun-
try tmight have never known that it held within
its bosom, one of such broad, such comprehensive,
spch exalted painotism. This. he (Mr, W.) con-
Hisded, would have beena serious lose to the coun.
Iy, and a great persorial sacrifice to the gentleman
rouy. llinois ; but one which, he trusted, wounld
have been chéerfully made, fo avoid that agiation
which so alarms and disturbs the gentleman.

certain gentlemen, distinguished alike for their pa.
trictism and modesty, to claim for themselvesx that
they siand upon a {road and cational plaform;
?‘nj to denounce all who do not take position with
hem, as narrow-minded, sectional, and fanatical.
Is slavery nailonal, and freedom seciional? He
(W.) had been taughtby the tathers of the republi-
can school, that freedom was broad & national, and
slavery local and sectional. For this great docirine
he had struggled here, and for tbia he should con-
tinue to sirozgle, with all the feeble powers God
had given him™ This great doctrihe of the vniver-
sality of freedom, as one of the inalienable rights
of man, and of ihe local character-of slavery, as a
Swuate and sectional institution, constituted in the
‘early days of the Republic, an established anicle
in the republican creed. Hence, the effoifs of Jel-
ferson to circumscribe the limits of slavery—effors
gloriously successful in the establishment of the
ordinance of 1787—by which freedom was secnr-
ed to the State which the gentlemaa fram lllincis
[Mr. McC.] in pant represents  But for this ordi-
nance, which the gentleman now denounces as
infamous, the carsé of slavery would have rested
like an incubus upon his own State. It waald
have gone there in defiance of the ordinance, had
fitinois, at'the time of the adoption of the Consti-
tution, i)een blessed, or carsed (her people will
jordge which) with a suparabundance of that broad
and comprehensive patriotism of which the gentle.
man boasts. Instead of that tree labor; which is
fast giving 10 Ilinnis prosperity and greatness, the
negro siave would have loitered in idleness npon
her fertile ficlds, or been driven by the Jash 10 his

thrifiess and unwilling wil. . :
He (Mr. W.) had foliowed in the footsteps of
Jeflerson ; he had traveled in the beaten track of
the fathers of the republican pary. His eflons
had been to circumsctibe slavery wi-hin Sate lim-
its—not lo interfere ‘with it there, bt 1o resist s
spread over the free Terrfones of the nation—io
yie Govemment from all responsi-

.

biis were passed, thatthe day of adjournment will | bilily for Us exisience or support, leaving it to ret,

% anived. The same men who wow seek o
Ure off the admission of Calilomia—to put the
Wsderation of that great measurp behind other

, afiera shameful delay of eight months, the
%32 men, sir, will vote lor and catyy an adjourn=
R, 10 s00u 35 tlie appuopriation ills shall have
% passed. 11 js 40 insare action on this meas-
15 make it certain—1to place it beyond doubt
%conlingency, thal we desire 10 give il priority
¥ the appropriation bills. Theé admission of
“lioria is the great measure of public interest
®d mzht 1o be first and foremost in our regards.

s appermost in the minds & aflections of the
Peple, and should not by us be inade subordinate
Siything else, . Jidging from the declarationsof
lemen when we met here in December last,

*n the voices of our constitoencies were yet
lible, he (Mr. W) bad that there was
"4 northern man on this flvor who was not in’

% of the \zudy and unconditional admission of

bia. Now we have the deelaration .by the
eveman {rom [llinois, | Mr. - McCreanaxp, that
8 0pposed 1o hier uncoriditional admission. ~ He,
™) Wishes 10 drive bargsins s bebalf of slavery.
" Wishes to make Califomia purchase her way
e Union by large and important concessions
y ',";“e interests. He is in favor .zt; ?hqb'}mg
o &) measures for the goyernmont e 1gr-
We—for the settiement of the Texas honmIS‘y
of rinaway' slaves—in short,

# calchi

“ anything andleverything which the advocates |
very may demand. He would maks Califor-
31 pack-horse, to be laaded down with what-
" burden his dlfies may chovss 16 place upon
"back, He would make her pay dearly for bav-
R icorporated info ber constitution,; that thing so
Beiu] 1o him the Proviso of Freedom. He (Mr.
} was for: Calilomra, se from all other
ions He believed it due to that State, due
Wrseives, snd sbove all, required by the voice
inst mgj’orum the freemen for whom we

P act.

har the spectacle preseuted

0

What, k?t. Chairman, i .
21 A fter having eoquired all the slave territory
M e continent——after tiaviag snnexed Texas
ot haste, and st the hazacd of the war which
kwed that act; now, sir, the free Statp of Cali-
. ,wnhavoitgwmmﬂr thait 'of
% balf of the aLve y larger thén Arkaiisas,
gt than Texas, larger, in my jo thag,
¢ Mussiesippi or Louisiapa—~this tree State 1s
o, Wlmingion into thie Union, only because she
.. Yes, aur, ey sonly offence fs, that she bas
Vil ;A:\-\;ﬂy \V‘ll}}in her borders. ) Thosc who

where alone it should rest, upon State sovereignty
and State,laws. = . .

This question of slavery extension is a greal pe-
caniary question—a.quesion of eapital—of money.
The immense capital invested in slaves, as eflect-
vally ‘controls this Government as does the capital
invested in the funded débt of Great Britian control
that’/ The old praverb that “money rules the
world,” is as true in political as in social affairs. —
The money invested in slaves, wields the destinies
of this boasted free Republic. 1t shapes its policy
10.its own ends, it elects its Presidents, and dis-
penses 1ts vasi patronage ; it proscribes jis enemies,
and exalts.its friends. Bo far as legislduon, and gﬁ
the machinery of Government is ‘concemed, it in
truth and fact; constitdtes the Repoblic itself.  Well
informed southern men in this, and in the other
branch of Congress, have estimated the amonnt of
money invested in slaves at sizteen bmdred mil-
lions of dollars He thought the estimate a Imge
one, but, that the sum is large almost beyond com-
putation, is certain. This vast money power, ex-
tending over haif of the Confederacy, and binding
together in the bonds ot a common peconiary in-
terest half the States, dictates law to this Repabiic,
and rules with a despotism ainrelenting as death.
As & Democral, he hiad ever been opposed o great
mouied interests. The instincts of money sre the
sams the woild over—ihe same here as in the
most. grinding despotism of Europs. Money is
cold, seifish, heartiess. 3t bas no puise of baman-
ity, no feslings of pity or of love. Iutercsi, gain,
accumulation, are the sols instincts of iis natore:
and it is the same, whether, invested in manafac-
‘taring stock, bank stock, or the black stack of the
South. Intent on ils own interest, it is ulerly re-
gardless of the rights of hamanity. It would coin
dividends out of the destruction of sonls. Here,
then, sir, we have sizteen hundreid millions of capi-
tal—heartless, unfeeling capital, intent on s own
pecaoniary advancement. 1l 18 here, sir, in these
Halls, in desperte conflict with the rights of hu-
manily and of free fabor. itis siraggling to clutch
in its iron grasp the soil of the conntry—ihat eoil
which is man’s inheritance, and which of right
should’ belong 1o him who labors upon upon it —
Sisteen hundred willions of doflars, demands the
eoil of cur torritosies in perpetuity for its human
chattles—to drive back the free laborer from: his
rightiol Geld of enterprise—from his Jawful and
God-given inheritance. Slavery must have a wid-
er fiel3, or the money value of flesh and blood will
deteriorate. Additional secunty and-strength must
be giveu to the holders of human stock. Wiat

A .

dgo, by the extension to them of ovision of | |
the ondin e B4

£ Mr. Chairman. it has become quite common for |

_in the State of Pennsylvania.

though humanity should shriek and wail. .
is nsauate—capital is deat 1o the voice
pleadings.
of this huge money power,to advocate the righils of
the genleman fromgy lllinois, l0 be sectional, {aad
fanatical. * Tg bow down to this money power—to
do its bidding—1o be its instrament and its todl, is
doubtless, in the ssteem of the genileman, (o sfand
upon &  broad and national pluform.” Fi
and hamanity, truth and juatice, is a platio
narrow for his enlarged and comprehensive miind,
—-the universality of elavery can alone fill itq ca.
pacious powers. Slavery is Demooratic—t
fanatical! S8irg the gentleman no doubi sees
icism in a bold and learless advocacy of the right.
With some minds, nothing is rational and
caly except that which pays well. That sla
has heretofore paid well to those who 'labo
its service, he (Mr. W.) was prepared to beli
The history of ihis Government proves this. | lts
bills, however, have been at a discoant sincelthe
Presidential election of 1848, s last drafi forjthe
Presidency wasdishonored. ts credit is shaken
as a prompt pay ; and the gentleman filom
Ilinois may yel find himself in<a fanatical pusition,
ex;:zndmg his great powers, without adequate |re-
ward.

He (Mr. W.) was edovated in the republitan
school. All his apinions upon political questipns
were strorigly tinctured with the dogirines of that
school. Nowhere in the teachings of the ¢ jajih-
ers” had he found it 1aid down, that Democrdcy
Jnmsisted in wearing the collar of slavery abdut
his neck—in bowing down tg a heastless monpy
aristocracy—iu aupporting the extension of rlavery
cver the continent. Such may be the decirinesjof
the gentleman from Iltinois. He may best subserte
his political ends, by standing shoulder 10 shoolder
with the advocates of slavery extension. He mdy
esteem Lhat man a demagogue who boldly stands
up in-the tace of power, 1n defiance of all oppos}-
tion, the advocate of truth, the inflexible suppor-
er of princip'e, Thera are demagogues, howevadr
who succumb to power: who flatter the strong,
deride the weak : who are always found in ruppod
of that policy best calculaled to advance, their inter!
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To oppose the extension.of slavefy—
to resist in thie councils of 4i® nation the demhnds

humanity and of Liee jabor, is, in the estimation of
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try. A setilement upon suc,

~would command res "It would be in har.
mony with the spiritand genius of our instructions,
Upon tlus basis sione ought all greal. questious to
be setled ; and had at been faithfully acted upon,
the present controversy would never hadjun exisi-
ence. The question of slavery in our Tertitofies
would have been long sinpe'sellied, nnd senfedon
the sije of fieedom. But it would scem that a dif
ferent aimosphere prevails bere from that which
gentlemen breathe at home. We have here politi-
cal combinations looking to the Presidency, and to
the putronage dispen from that high office.—
Men become the mere partisans of presidential as-
pirants, instead of the faithiul Remesentatives of
he people  Party interests and party fuccess ex-
ert a controlling influence over the deliberatdite of
Congress. It is but a short time since, when"the
Representatives from the North who occupy seats
on the other side of this House were, o a man, M€
advocates of positive legislulive prohibition agaipst
the extension of slavery. Ay! sir, was an old
principle of the Whig party! A devotedly cher-
ished doctrine! They always-o| Gie
controlling influence of Slavery iathe Guvernment !
The Democracy had alvays courted and succumb-
ed 10 the slave power.”” Such, but a short time
ago, was the univcrsal language of northem YVhigs,
in and out of this Houss. | well remember, wi
what alacrity and eal they walked up to thyvote
—always ready, always anxious. [t waswot they
premature—there was no Jodging iu thdse days.—
Who so blind as not to see that a great change has
come over the leaders of that pafiy, and the repre
scatatives of that party on this tloor ! Alter having
obtained power by professions of. signal and last-
ing devotion to freedom, they now seek to retain it
by comprotnise with slavery. They are now wil-
ling to abandon the old policy ot enforciug the or-
dinance ot 1787. Indeed, they have abandoned it
for 1he ¥ non action” policy ot the la'e Executive.
The new dynasty, it is Fauf, favors a differeut poli-
cy; it is dispused, sb says rumor, to take passage

N

such @ basis would stand ]

Jl#,if he agreed with me in principle. 1 make
mn

limits of the States where it is loloraled : and thuse
aré doctrines which no.pretended compromise can
crush—uo political cothbinations put down,

inthe last presidential conlest, the South brought
10-bear the iufluence pf this sixteen hundred il
lions of slave propeniy. She declared thal no man
should receive her suppart lor the Presidency who
did not bow down in ubject und slavish submniesion
to this mighty power of the Santh. Northern as-
piramis fot that high office humbled themselves in
the dust, but they fuiled of the jeward., The
price of shame and of humiliaon was not paid,
and [ trust in God that it never will be'paid. “The
ambitious and aspiring mwast leam that they cannot
' reach the Presidency. by a bese bowing down to
the power o} slavery. This lessou il 13 the daty. of
the people 1o teach them. . Thix is the only 1eme-
dy l‘or oughfacism—i! 1s a eure and ¢ertain cure ;
it is'a constitutional;" a pescefuol remedy—~the reme.
ly of the ballot-box. 1 shall not fear o reson 10 it

fever ocuision requires its application,

OBB, of Alabama, (Mr. Wiritor yielding
the floor)._ | wish to ask the gentleman if he
would vote jorany man for the office of President
who was the owier of slaves ? ’ .

Ms. WILMOT. Certainly, sir—most cheerful-

Ao
o

ciple the guide ol my pobtical action  Prinei-
ple, and principle alone, contivls nfy, votes} not
the location of candidates, or the nature of the prop-*
erly they may hold. o .
Alr. COBB. Would the gentleman own a siave

~ - ——

ness of capilal, blind to everything but its imme-
date and proximate interest. Feor resistance 10°
this spirit of seltishness—tor seeking to avert fromy

my comntry 1his lerible doom, 1uam assailed py
the gentiéman from llinis, in bosroned wit add’

stued denvncintion. )
* Mr, Chairman, talk as gentlemen may, there . is
a setled and fixed determination on the part of the
eople in the tree Stutes lo remst, by every lawful
‘and constitutional means, the exiension of stavery.
They may be betrayed by their representatives—I
fear they will be ; they may for a ume, be mislied
Ly those i whom they have placed confidence—
pasty leaders may lick the dust at the bidding of
sluvery, may ks #s blogdy hands—pany organi-
zalion wnay be used to erash the adviocates of liber-
ty~yey, sir, the great healt'of the people beatd for
freedom. Geutlemen will' tearn 1hat a cheat js no
settlemen'— that a betrayal of trust is no adjustment
of iffic ulies—that the arrangements of pruysidental
spirauts, is notompron.ise. ‘Ag:tition is'not fo be
ieted by the perpetration of wrong. The friends
of freedomn will counsel no resistance to established
law ; but they will not cease to appeal to the judg-
ments and the hearts of men in bebalf of righteous-
ness and lrath. Gentlemen . want peace, quiet.—
Cease to urge a wrong and you willbave, peace —
Whatis the quistthey waui? Frecdom ivorn agi-
tation ot slasery. 1 will Tell geutlemen how they
can have quiet ypon- this subject: Separate the
Genéral Government from all resposibiliy for the
existence or syppo.t of slavery. Keep your nsti-
tution within your States, und you will bave no
agitalion. Ceaselo exert the Jyranny ‘of siavery in

himselt?
Mr. WILMOT. 1 hayve no wish to be the own-
er ot une. God forbid that 1 shoutd ever be placed

in circumstauces where my interesis or conveni-
ence should tempt me to become the ownerof ane.
Upon Uus sobject ) confess thet my morul sensibil-
ities are not as keenly alive to the wrongs of slave.
1y, as they ought 10 be. 1am uot ro good a man
as | wish | was. I wirhthat | could feel for. the
wrongs of others as keeuly as ) fee) a wrong when
inflicted wpon myselt. I make no pretentions to

in the omnibus, which has been lumbering its way
{or months through the Senate. [f this be €0, we
shull soon see a corresponding change in the posi-
ton of party leaders,  leaders can chawye 1o order
—the people are not ro facile. The masses ex-

esls; who are ready to ehange opinions with a changd
dynasty ; and who ever lean for support upon som
sirong, and, as they believe conuollicg inteiest
The slave power has so long held ascendency in
this Government, that certain geutlemen seem ¢

think that their Folitical fortunes are recure only]
wnen they siand in close alliance with slavery.—
They lean vpon it forsupport, they look 1o it for pro-
motion; they trembie and turn pale at its frowns —
Many fear to stand on the rock of truth.unsupporied
save by a consciousness of rectitude and duty, who
sansible of their weakness, lean with their whole
weight upoa the strong arm ol fome greal inlerest
for support.

Mr Chairman, (he continued) Tam charged by
the gentleman from 1llinois with practicing the arts
of the demagogue—with keeping alive a ‘- miser-
able excitement,”’ to secure my own elevation to
office.. When have I been fouud at the footstool of
power? When have I addressed myself to propi.
tiate i1s smiles or its favor? When have | aban-

any great moneyed interest for succor and protec-
tion? Wheu have | proved false to my _profea.

eir, no; 1 have kept the faith; | have redcemeil
the solemn pledges given 0 a geherous constitu-
lency—a constilaiency, sir, that have stood around

stancy of which any man, the greatest in this na-

the gentleman from lilinois, than disappoeunt the
Just expectations of the humblest ‘man who gave
me hia confidence and support. Does the gentlé-

from which [ come ? Has he ever inlormed him-
sell ‘as to the character and paiitical principles of
{ [ represent? For his information ! wiil wll
hW, that it one of the strongest Democralic districts
If by Aboliioniih
he means a class of persons who ussail the Conxti-
wtion. and seek the overthrow of slavesy by vio-
leut or unfawful means, then, rir, these are no Ab.
olitionists in my district. [ by Abolitionists the
gentleman intends to be anderstood all ruch as are
opposed to the extension of slavery, then. sir, we
are all Abolitionists togother, Itis the most radi.
cal, thorough, inflexible Democratic district i _ihe
State ; and has ever been troe to the rdamtenunce
of the great cardinal principles of the Republican
party—opposed toa hizh protective tarifl, o a na-
tional bank, to extravagant schemes of internal im-

rovement by the General Government, 0 a diairi
Eﬂlion of the proceeds ot the public lands ; and in
favor of the independent ireasury, and of every
other measure with which the Republican purty
has been wndentified for the last twenly years.—
Nay, more, ; it toak the lead in Pennsylvaunia iu
support of many df these great questions. The
Democracy of my district, advocated the indepen-
dent treasory, and a more liberal revenne pohey,
before either of those great meanores had commen.
ded themselves to populav-favor with the pany in
that State. 1 was with them then, [ am with them
now. [t is a part of their faith, and a pant which
will not be compromised or surrendered, that sla-
very ought not o be extended over the fiee soil of
this continent. They embrace this great pruwciple
as a part of their creed ; and they will stand by i
to the last, against all temptation, and in the face
of all oppostion.  They will adhere to their princi-
ples ; they will make them the guide of their ac-
tioa, the role of tlieir conduct. They witl follow
no organization that has for its object the prostra.
tion of their principles. The gentleman from Ili-
nois wauld read them out of the party. ‘When they
are excluded from the Democranie paity, it will be
ast hope in Peausylvania. That state will then
ave l:&gn its position permanently in the ranks
of the opposition. Bot I do not believe that they
will allow the gentleman from lilinois 1o excom-
mugicate them from the Democratic panty; nor
will ihe denunciations of the eutire South move
them one jot or tittle from :heir principles.

1 have said, Mr. Chairman, in.my judgment this
whole controversy woull have been settled with-
ont agitation, and without this protracted strugale,
which some gentlemen profess to think endangers
the stability of the Union, bad the Representatives
from the N‘;r& faithfully cartied out the will of their
constitnents. 1 do not intend this remark as a re-
flection upon the gentleman from Minois. Hisdis-
trict fof aught | know, may be as pro.slavery as
himself. It is not my purpose, Mr. Chairman, lo
reflecl upon the motives or conduct of any gentle.
man in tgis House. It would be out of order. for
me to do % ; yet I cannot but feel, that the true
way to seitle exisling controverries is not by patche
ed-np compromises, which onght to-bave, and can
have, no force, il made against the public senti-
ment of the cougtry. The pr neiples upon which
this controvesy -should be setiled, are the same as
those upon twhich all great political guestions
should be seitlad in a govesnmeat like aur own—
by an honest and faithful. fepresenmtion on this
floor, and in the other branch af Congress, of ihe
voice of onr rerpective consfitnencies. Lot every
maan vote as his contituents ddsire bim to voie—
as it was understond he wonld vote when a cundi-
date for an election to a seatin this Hall: theu, sir,

E;ou would have expressed the voice of the coun.

»
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doned principle, and taken refoge in the arms of

sions, or my pledgea? Who is my acemser? No, '

me, and sustained me, with a devouon aud con-

1ion might well be proud ; and; sir, | wonld soan- !
er stand Azainst the assaalts of a thousaud such ax !

man from lilinois know anvthing about the district,

pect nathing. ask ‘for notlung from Government,
: except just and wholesome laws.  They love prin-
icxple, and follow it with eamest and honesi pur-

po-e, ouless misled by ambitious and selfish men.

They want the old policy restared, they want se-
! curities and gnarantees for freedomn—they want the
| Jefiersonian ordinamce reevacted. 1f, by the torce
' of cirenmstances qur Teritones should be preserv-

ed from 1he threatened encroachments of slavery,

and finally be admitted as Iree States, (2 result
which non action leaves to the liazard of chance,)
still slavery will have tnumphed, it we fald 1o as
sert the nghts of freedom. The policy of this Gov-
(erument should be setitad now and fmever. azainst
ijthe (urther extension of slavery.  This is renderéd
"Inecessary by the starntling demands of slavery, of
its 1ight 10 exteud wherever the tlag of the Uuion
HAcats. ‘ ’ ’
But, as T was sayiner, onr friende on the other
ride have undergone a change ; and | fear that an-
llothes, and more sudden change awaitsthem.  Gen
}Ta)lor isidead  The brave and honest old cluef
reposes in the grave.  He has no more favers 10
| bestow ; the mantle of his power has fallen npon,
another. A late Senator, he who “trewds no step
Wackirard,” 18 elevaled 10 the premiership,  Hence.
ffonh lus word is 10 have a magical inffu:-x-ce and
power.  As Senator, and Taylor living, i had lost
s charm 3 an premier, it in 1o be p tential.  Ishali
1 pxpect to vee his discoveries in “ phy sical geogra-
shy 7 adopied by the fathiul. | We shall see, sir,
s hat we rhall ~ee, Whatever couire gentiemen
j pay adopt, one thing is certain, that a laige ma.-
{ority 1took their seais in the present Congiess
pledued 1othe support of the proviso.  This tactis
nown (o those who hear me; and to the whale
ountry. 1t will stand in hisiory, and the shame-
il record will also be wiitten, that some were laith-
less to thore pledges—ithat they sacrificed princi-
le and honor, W propitiate power.  There are not
ihree men from the free States,’on the opposite side
of the House, who, wheu elected, were not uuder-
d by their constitnents (o be au favor of legisla.
tife action against the axtension ot slavery. The
me 1s true of a large majoney of the Demaocrs.
‘know of some who cave their colemn pledzes an
ihng, to stand by the principle to the lawt, and
agaunt all comprotnises, who have publicly de-
clred thew purpose to alanden ot Thi-, s, s
ehfuneful; vet itix by snch ueachery as thix, that
slfvery is to g a trinmph.  If the ordinance of
frgedam is {0 be thus defeated, it i not by the
vdice ol the people ; it is deleated, by Lhe betray-
aljot iheir Representatives.  And is ench a beuway.:
allof hizh tidsts to be dignitied with the name of
| ¢« ¢ompromize 7’ Do gentlemen expect such a set-
tlément to stand 7 1s thi~ the way in which peace
i Jo be restored 10 the couniry !  Are 1l.e people
1o pe cheated, and then called uwpon to thank as
public benefactors those who detmud hem? A
distingui=bed Senator—he again who “* treads no
step back ward”—in & recem speech, tabored earn-
estly 1o prove that. it was the duty ot a repierenta-
tive to _violate his ineiru clions, 1o disregard the
wighes of s constitucats whenever, in his opinion,
the| public weal would be promoted therety. He
corjtended that the fanhinl representative—he who
righieously otserved bis pledzes, who fanhfully
and honestly, by his speech and votes, carried out
in these Halls the views of his constiluents—was a
elave himself, and that a proviso was needed to
freq such a one fiom bondage. Sir, neither great
talepits, nor exalied position, can sanctily ~such
docjrines. They strike at the foundations of our
system of Goveinment. They are anii republican,
antpAmerican. The Senator himself gave us a
shametul example of their mischievous influence,
when he tumed his back upou the unanimous in-
strugtions of his own State. 1 subscribe 1o no such
sentiments, I tolerate no such dceirines, in politics
or W} morals. 1 can respect, nay more, applaud the
man, who votes for slavery. when 1 believe that he
is feirly reflecting the principles and Jeelings of
thos¢ he represents; but | have only loathing and
contempt for lum who, by false prolessions, obtains
a high place, and then betrays tre confidence re
poseyl in him.

M§. Chairman, [ do not desire agitation; bat |
canapt consent lo avond it, by a tame and silent
submission to wrong. | will not ree, withouf a
atry 1oravert it, this Government. establiched

|

by thie price of blood, upon the great (oundations of
F’.l , subverted to the accursed purpose of
thee of slavery. lis power chall never be

wieh

d to such ends, if by any humble eflonts of
mine} ] ¢an prevent it. To Jong as there cun be
foand| such men. i, the North, as the gentleman
from {ilinoix, to etand here and do the work of sla-
very, [so long there will be agitation—an aguation
that, Yy-and-by, will reach ihe constinents of the
gentlaman, and light vp the fires of Troth and
m in his district. When that day comes,
rely will come, we ehall hear rio more of the
gentleman irom 1linoie, and the like of him.

cteat trath eannot be trampled in the dust—a
areat frinciple of right canuot b broken down.—
Freed¢m will live—{ruth and justive .will live—
live In{the hearts of men—live in the a:tribuies of
God—livé forgver.

-

Goyernment is pot a covernment of slavery,

but of frecdom. We hold that slavery is not a'na-.

any such exalted virtwe. Gentlemen wlho have

done me the honor 1o listen to my speeches ppon

tlus sulj-ct, will remember, that | have never dis-
cussed lhis question w its moral aspects.  That |
task | bidve left io others, better able 1o do it justice.,

I have examined it as q political queshon—as a

question atleciing ghe. rizhts of the people. and the

policy and chasacler of the Government. Apart

tiom all moras cousiderations, 1 am opposed 1o the

further exiension ol sluvery,asa political evil of
the first mag:itede.  Nlavery s anti-republican—

it is aristoeratic in all its 1endencies and resglts—it

issubversive of those great priaciples which lay af
the lgundathn of all free Govesunmnents., (It is a
great moneyed interesl—a  vast puvuniury%apilal,
with the heaitless instinets of capital; afl 1 am
deadly hostile 1o the control of capual in this Gov.
einment.  Jt s in theory, and should be in prac-
tice, a Governmeul of the people. It belougs ‘o,
the free masses of the country. It is theirs 10 en-
joy.to defend. They have a 1ight 10 moald itte
their pleasure, o determine its policy, 1o direct it
1o the advancement ol their happiness and prosper-
iy, Savery sechs 1o wiell it 10 jts own selfish
ends—1to the support and ‘perpetoation of its - vait
capital in human Hesh and blocd. 1 oppose the
cxiension of slavery, becaure it is an elemnent of
weakuess in 8 ates. | speak wuh uo teehmgs of
uskinduess towands the South, but [ utter my éar-
nest convictions when | #ay, that the South is weak
—weak in all the elements of stiength and great-
ness—weank 10 tesixt a foreign fve, aml only weak

because of the institution of slavery. It is the men

fend 3t in the hour of dauger.  The men who qer—
formed the lubor of the Soath are slaves.

use, lest they torn them agamst yourselves. |f
your roung aud uble-budied men gu to ke field
large numbers, you leave your families—your wo-
men and children. exposed to a terrible enemy
home. It 12 an element of weakness m States, und-
for this reason 1 am opposed 10 1s eatension.
Auolber reason:* Notwithstanding the vast in'
crease of slavery in the last sinty years, | entertain
the haope, eo ardendy chenished by our fathers, of
its ulumate extimetion. I look forwarl to some
duy —remote 1t mdy be—when the South, in g
own way, and be its own volumary action
set about the creat work of emancipanon. an
separaton of the two races in which werk, 1
‘the North will ccopecate. -0 the {ull exteut
resourees and power. That day must comed
there will come a mght of tewcar and of blvod.
SMavery eamnot be eternal. | cannot contemplate
the prespecs of perpetual slavery, without seeiny
the tuture of my country shrouded in darkness and
in gloum.  Tne extenmon of slavery wil posi-
pone the day ol delneauce—magnify us dith-
culiies, 1l indeed, 1t does not make them in=ur-
mounn-able. Slavery I have befoie stated 10 be a
pecumary question—a qnestion of capital. of dof-
{aks and cents. This is the light in wluch it is
viewed by the masier, 1o the slave it ix a question
of lierty, and of all that man holds dear and
sacied. It will continae so long as it is valuable—
s0 long wi!l those who have property 1 it, hold on
to slavery with a grasp that canuot be broken —
Every one will acknowledge thal slavery would be-
cofne valueless much sooner, if contined 1o its
present limits, than if extended ‘'over awilespace
This, sogthern gentlemen i)l us, is the reason
why they are determined to extend it; and they
chargeupon us who are oppased 1o s exiensiou,
a desire to bring abouwt abolition, by hemming
them 11, and thefeby making their property worth-
less. We do no|wrong to our, soothern friends
in opposing the! extension of rlavery, abhough
the pulicy of non-extension will “hasteu the duy
when slaves will be without yalue, and slavery
shall ceaxa 1a exist. God has esiabliched cenain
great laws, by the silent and sure operation of
which, slavery maust uliimately be extinguished.—
It cannot lonyg stand against the law of populatiov,
without constant expansion. 1l the laws of natwe
and population necessarily tend to Jiminish the
value of slave property, why should we be_called
L upon to retard their operation—o save the institution
of slavery [rom their iulluerces by an ext:msion
of iis area ! Gentlemen of the South see that the_
field of stave labor is fast filling up: thal the laborers
are increasing, and that, nuless the field is enlary-
ed, labor wiil cheapen, and thu laborer himself be-
come wuithless as an elemeunt of propernty. - They
sea clearly that at no distant day they will be com-
pelled, by the force of natural laws, to commence
the work! of emancipation, unless that day is putoff
bythe opening- of tields for slave labor. Sir, |
would not vbstruct the operation of God’s faws —
1 centainly would not interfere o save slavery fiom
heir influence’ Looking, as 1 do, ta the day of our
ultfrate redemption from this curse, 1 wish itto.
come before the evil shall have growh to sach giant
proportions as lo defy oor effons for a peaceful de-
liverance. I do not wish the evil to ziow beyond
our control.  We miaht, by a mighty efloit, solve.
peacefully, and withotit'blocd, the problem of sla
veryTw

'ilb ten  millions of blacks. No human
power can solve it with fifiy or ahandred 10T
1t wonld uoak in lragments the sirougedl Govern.
ment on cadh ; it wouold produce sreucs of cotnmon
tion, strife, and blood, sneh os tha world ngvet
raw, Why-teill-gentiemen bringcentain and wide-
sprrad fuin opon. theconnry ¥ 1t ia the apintrof
selfichness that_invokes, thisdestsustion  apom:gw;

Ldoual‘ instithtion—that it should be kept widin the

thie government—immolate no more notthern men:
You provoke agitation by the injustice of yoor de-
mands, You declare yourpurpose to extend skivery
mto fiee tennory, and when we ofler resistance—
when we demand lor freedom the protection and
secuiity of faw, ¥ou cry ontagainst agnanon.  You
ark ns to reverse the policy of the Government in
Lehiag ot elavery amd its interests, aud becanse we.,
refuse, you complain of injustice and wrong —
We are strugzling to maintan, azaiost your en-
croachments, the eaily and settied poicy of the
Government.
extension, where Jeflerson, and Madison, aud
Henry, stood sixty yewrs ago. Were they now
hiving they would advocate the policy 1 have advo-
cated. They did 50, intheir day aud generation.—
“They wauld doso now.” -

1t i3 the vastincrease of this stave caphtal which
Lias taken place in the last half century. that crea'es
all our present ditficulties. From two hundied
millions of dollars it hae grown lo sixteen hundred
millions. - This immense apital is stroggling for
pespetaity and power. It wishes to muke slavery

. eternal - This is vour fanaticism, genllemen of the
1

Sauth—the tanaucism of slavery—of sixieen huu-
dred milliors of dellarst 1t is a cold; caleulating
fanaticism. 1t feeds on the soulsand blocd of men.
Talk to me abjut fanatici-m ! May God preseive
me fromn 1he fapauiism. ol slavery—from that fa-
naticisin wiach lergets homanity and iis rights, in
the-pursuit of an all-absofiul selfishness

Xr. Chairman T have ‘ almost urcon-
sciously iaf these protracted remavks, 1 centem-
plated but a lew words when [ arore. My olject
miore particulaily was tg addres~ mysellio the gen-
teman fiom lhirois, [Mr McCrrryasn.} and o0
repiel the chimrge brosgut by lum aainst:he friends
of Jecdom, of adesne 10 defeal the appropiiation
Lills, They lhave neves ertetiuined such a theught.
They are loyal to the Coastilution and lo the Govein-
ment o! theit country,—loyalgsir, aud true. They
de ire acton on Califoruige—ihat great quesiion,

who perfurm the labor of a country that must de. | Which, more than any othé engrosses the mind
b ef the pation, ap !
ou | to noutlein men—that Caliornia is not yet-admitt-
dare not place the means of defence’in theirkinds. | @l into the Union.  Why this proiracied delay ?~—
You dare not give them anns, aud teach them theis ! Why thrs continual posiponement ot a measure

1t is a shame—a persenal dishoncr

wh.ch they all profess to-lavar? Are genillemen

afraid 10 act? . Are we cowards, that we dare not
perform our constimiional duty? Do we fear to
take hold of the work which we came here todo!?
Sir, let us have done with this fimid, this coward-
ly policy. Letus act  There is honor and safety
.in action—dishonor and danger in further delay.—
‘The yenilerwan fiom llmois 18 waiting the «cticp

ol ihe Senate op the *omnibuz bill”?  Ater eight
months of the session is eyhausted, he i3 torzive

ing time for slavery to mature 18 plans. When

slavery is in danger, the zentleman ir ever ready

and prompt in aciton.  No measure of slavery was

ever delaved an kenr for want of the genteman's,
aid. F.cedom must stand back, and only cnler

these Halls 1 the manuer, and at the hourslivery

shall dietnte. ) . '

1 wish that the vete of to-day should arrest the
altention of the conntry.  Let it be known through-
out the lenzth aud bieadth of the land, ittt the con-
sideration of Cahfurnia was posiponed o naoke
way for an appropriation bill lor she sspport of the
Mibnary Academy a1 West Pomt—a bill which
there was no occasion for pressing vpon our Lilen-
tion, and _which could have been acted wvpon a
fmtrizht or 2 month hewee, wishout any.detrimest’
o the public service.  This was done by the votes

{ihe South, united with the great boly ot nothern
‘Whigs, apd a few norhern Democrats.  Calilomia
posiprned af er eight menths’ delay. by the stienz
vole of ninety three 10 woty! Yet, in the foce of

constituenis believe 1hat they were" friendly 1o the
early and uncomirional admission oi Calrorua.

*te Arrrcnions—There is & famons passage in
the wntings of Rousseau, that great delineatcr-of
the human heart, which is as true to human nature
as it is beautifol in expression: © Wera] in.a des.

Fert, | would find out wherewith, in it 10 call fouh

my aflections. [t I'could do na. better, I. would
fustery them an some sweet myrile, or some mel-
ancholy cypress lo connect my=eit to, | would court
them for their shade, and greet them kindly. loc
their protection. 1 would write my name upon
them, and declare they were the aweetest trees
throughout all the desert. 1f their leaves wi!imred,
I would teach mysell 1o moum and when they re-
joice I would rejpice with them.” Such is the ab-
solute necessity which exists in the hnman heart
of having something to love.
have an objec\, lits iiself becomes joyless and in-
sipid.” The aflections have this peculiarity, that
they are not 86 much the means df happiness” ad
their exercise is happiness jlself. And not only
so, if they have no object, the happiness denved
from oar other powers is cut oft, Action sud en.
terprise flag, ifthere be no object dear to e heart,
1o which those actions can be directed.

" Mrs. Partington says her niece was ro rained op-
oo the other night, that she has had the ferered an.-
ger ever since, and she supposes would have gone

church and didn’t koow the'stepsn. . | - !

L

clares thatthe wigd carme to"him so laden with fea-

grange:that-he thought ho was near a ganden, of .

roses. He discovered that it was only a biwy o,

tland-—Ahe scltishmess of ',Tcal iuterests, the Fﬁiéh-
‘ 3

irls goiug through the woods.

I stand upon this yuestion of slavery

i vote, men will go home and try to makentheir |

Unless the aflections |

into St Anthony’s dance, only she belonged o the:

R

Swreet Ginrs.— A man travitbling at the west; de- -
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