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ROSATBRA ¢

OR,

- THE STUDENT OF MADRID.

A TALE OF SPANISH LOVE.

Fonrteen years have elapsed since there dwelt
in Madrid a cegtdin student, who went by the name
of El Rojo, or the Red. Not by his acquaintances
arid intimates alonc was he thus designated, but
by all the various classes of idlers with whom the
Spanish €apital abounds: by the listless Ioiter}ars
at the coflee house doors, by the logniing gossips
of the Puerto del Sol, and by the cloaked sgunter-
ers who, when the siesta is over, pace the Calle
"Alcala, puffing their beloved Havanas, retailing the
latest news, discussing the chances of a change of
ministry, on the most recent-and interesting s2an-
dalous anecdote current in that zallant metropolis.
It would be wrong to infer from his somewhal am-

- biguous appellation, that the student’s skin had the
copper hue 6f a Pawnee or an Osaze, or his hair
the ruddy tint usually deemed detrimental dnd un-
becoming. The name implied no sneer—it was
given and taken as a compliment ; and Frederico
was at-least-as proud of it as of the abundaat golden
curls 1o which he owed it, and that flowed in-wav-

- ing luxariance down his gracefal neck and over his
well-formed shoulders

In southern climes, where the ardent sun em.
browns the children of the soil, fair locks and eyes
of azure are prized in proportion to their rarity. No
wonder, then, that Frederico found favor in the
sight of the dark browed and inlammable Madri-

. lenas. "Many were the tender glances darted at
lum from beneath veéil aud mantilia, as he ook his
evening stroll upon the Prado; ofientimes, when

* he passed along the, street. white and slender fin-
gers; protruded throngh half closed juloustes, drup-
ped upen his handsome head a shower of fragrant
Jasmiin blossoms, Amongst the dames and dam-
sels who thus signified their. favor and partiality,

. hut a few—so it 1s certified by the veracious autho-

ny whence we derive this history—dwelt in state.
ly mzu}snons, and went abroad in brave equipages,
drawn by prancing steeds and comely mules, all
alittering with trappings of silk and gold. These,
ii may be thought, condescended over much thus to
natice an humble stadent. But the love-breathing
daughters of Castile reck little of rank or station ;
and Frederico, by all personal endowments, well
deserved he dmmchon heenjoyed Poor hldd]"u
though he wwas, no coun, or duke, or blne blooded
zrandee, from Cadiz to Corunna, bore himself bet-
ter. or had more the mein of a well born and thor.

" ouzh bred cabellers. ‘None more gallantly wore the

broad leafed sombrero, none more gracefally drap-

d the ample cloak ; and all Spain might have been

searched in vain lo match the bright and joyous
glance of the student’s dark bive eye.
on the coast, and in certdin districts where Malio.

_ medan forefathers have bequeathed their oriental

physiognomy and tall slender frames to their Chrns-
tian descendants, Spaniards are very rately of lofty
stature.  Frederico was from the flat and arid pro-
vidence of La Manchn, where, as in compensation

e for the unproductiveness of the parched soil, hand.

tome men and beauteons women abound. Of the

and muscolar, formed for feats of agility and
strength; his step was light, bat firm ; his counte.

azreeable features denoted a pas~ionate nature and
lotty character. Like most of his eountrymen, he
was quickly roused, but~easy to appease. Gener-
osity and forbearance were prominent amongst his

4n more than one euncounter with antagonisis whose
feebléness placed them at his mercy, and rendered
‘them unwortliy of his wrath. For in the. use of
arms, as in all manly exercices, Frederico was an
adept; and whether with Toledo blade, or Mujo's
knife, there were few men in Spain who woold not
have found in him a formidable and dangerous
adversary,

Strange to tell of so young a man, and of a Spa-
niard; in one respect our student appeared passion-
less: He met the advances of his female admirers
with the ntmost coldness—seemed, indeed to avoid
the society ‘of the fair sex, threw love letiers into
te fire, unread and upanswered, neglected invita-
| lone, went to no rendezvous. Favors which other
men would gladly have purchased with years of
lie, he djsdainfully vejected. The wrinkled duen-

nas, who under various pretext brought him tender
messages and templing assignations, met, instead
of the gelden guerdon with which such Mercusies
are usually rewarded, harsh rebuffs and cutting sar-
casm at the hands of the stoic of two and twenty.
Aud with so much scom did this Manchegan Jo-
seph repel on one occasion the amorous altentions
ofa lady of birth and station , that her indiscreet
love was changed into bitter hate, and Fredesico
narrowly escaped a dagger atab and a premature
deati. From that day he was more inaccessible
than ever, not only to women, but to men. Gra-
duauy he mlhdrew from his intercourse with -his

rmer associates, and was seldom seen in the
’ strcels or publie places;But sat at home buried
‘amongs( boske, and diligently studying, with the
ntention, he washeard u declare, of going to Cui-
day Real and passidg his examination as advocate
in the ro,yat courts. - Aird thas, litde by litte, it hap.
penéi wih l-‘redeﬂeo 1l it does with most pertons
wikneglect and forget the world, the world lorgot
bim.  Hisoldi munama—-)oyoua, light-hearted lala,
revelling in the onpymm and - dissipations of the
capitaj m;d‘lu’;p a lporl-lpon and a pedant, and
thought of him po more : friends, in the true spnse
of the word, he had none ; and so, after a very
short tima, mwhsmf nsuou to the gloomy bld
“pariment in whiiohs thieieccentnc youth:mused and
“udied was reduced to one man; and thata vary
odd orie, but whom Frederico loved, because-hein

*ome sort owed himn liis Jifo;

Exeepting |

middle height, his figure was symmeirical, elastic

nance manly,—the expression of his regular and’

good gnalfties, and he had nobly displayed them,
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Thls second hero of our tale. was onefof those
etrnn"e characters 1o be met with in Spain only.
Don Gerinomo Regato was a little w.mned old
creature, blind of gn eye, and with a very ngly face,
‘whose hfe had been a series of extraordinary ad.
ventures and busiling incidents. He ‘had served
his country in the most opposite capacities, In
1808, he fought the French in'the streets of Mad-
rid; two years later, he headed a guerrilla band in
the wild passes of the Sierra Morena ; another two
years, and he took the oath to the constitution of
Cadiz, and twas sﬁn at Wellington’s head quarters.
as Colonel of the $panish line, and delegate from
the Cortes. In 1814, be changed lmeolom, and
was noted, after the retarn of Ferdinand VII. 4 A5 B
stiunch royahst. But variety wae his motto; and
the revolution of 1820 saw him in the ranks of the
liberals, to whom he continued faithfol uotil their
canse was voined and hopeless. That was the
signa!, with this Talleyrand on a small scale, for
another vuetlo casaca: once more he tumned his
coat; and as an eamnest of penitence for past oflen.
ces, opened to the Royalist troops the gates of a
smnll Estreniadusan fortress. Notwithstanding this
act of tardy allegiance,.he was thrown into prison
at Madrid, and owed it entirely to the “interceasion
and good uﬁices of an old school fellow, the infln-
ential Father Cy rillo, that his neck wasnot brought
m(&..ugp.leasanl contact with the iron hoop- of the
gurrote. Either wamed by Lis narrow escape, or
because the eomparafively trnnquil state of Spain
afforded no scope for his restless acunty, smce
1823 this political Proteus had lived in retirement,
eschewing apparantly all plois or intrigues ; allho’
he was frequently seen in the very htbhest circles
of the capital, where his great experience, his con.
versational powers, and social qnallucs sufliciently
accounted for the welcome he at all times met. -

Remnnnfv late one night f.om a tertulia at the

house of Ferdisand's prime misiister, Don Geronimo-|

heard the clash of steel, and sound of a scuffie, and
hurrying to the spot saw a young man defendmg
himnself against the attacks of two braves. Forth.
with Regato set bimsel[ to shout words of command
as if he had a regiment at his back, and the ruffi-
ans, lhinkm%lbe palrol was vpon them, instanily
took te flighf Frederico was the person assailed :

and although hé boldly assected, and doubtless ful-
ly believed, that left to himself he would speedily
have defeated his cowardly’ opponents, he was still
not altogether sorry to be relieved from such odds
by the old genlleman s timely arrival and ingenjous
stratagem. This was the origin of hisacquaintance
with Regato. From that night forwnrd they visited
each olher, and soon Geronimo. took particular

pleasure in the society of the handseme yoath,

whose eamestness and vigor of mind, he said,
were refreshing to eontemptate in a centnry when
the actions of mest men made thera resemble beasts
and apes, rather than beings formed in the image
of their creator. The young student, for his pan,
found much to intzrest him in his new friend, the
only person who now varied the monotony of his
solitude, :

He listened eagerly to Regnto’s discouree, as he
alterndtely poared out his stores of knowledge and,
experience, und broke into a vein of keen and bit-
ter sarcasm on lhg men, pariies and circumstances
of distracted and unhnppy Bpain. Federicoenthos

| iastically loved his cotintry, and his prond eyes of-

sten filled with tears whea the old 1ndn placed its
former greatness in atriking coutrast with its pres-
ent degradation. In spite of all veering and weath.
ercock variations of his political life, Regato was at
heant a liberal. He set forth 1o glowing_ colors” the
evils andiyranny of Ferdinand’s government, expa-
liated on the bagbarous execution of Rigo, Sorrijos,
and other madyrs to freedom’s canse, and ex-
posed the eo&up(ion and villany of the men who
retained their country in the bonds of slavery and
fanaticism ; until Federico's cheeks glowed and
heart beat quick with patriotic indignation, &nd he
felt that he too, when the battle hour should strike
would joyfully draw his sword and lose his life for
the liberation of the land he loved so well. At
times the student would take dawn his guitar, and
ring, with closed docrs and windows—for Ferdi-
nund’s spies were a quickeared legion—the epint
stirring hyma of the: Constitution or the wild Tragla
—that Spanish Marseillaise, to whoee exciting
notes rivers of blood have flowed. And then old
Regato beat time with his hand and his selitary

.eye gleamed like a ball of fite, while he mingled

his hoarse end suppressed bass with Federico’s
mellow tenor.

Notwithstanding their. vast difference of age and
character, and although the one was but commenc-
ing, whilst the other had nearly run, the up hill race
of life, the more these men saw of each other the
stronger:grew their sympathy and friendsbip.-—Don
Geronimo’s visits to the student became more and
niore frequent, and often, forgetinl or careless of the
time, they would-sit talking till far into the might
1t seemed a reliel o Regato to disburden his heart
and mind of their innermost secrets; and he re”
joiced to have found a man to whese honour, truth,
and secresy, he felt he conld safely intrust them.
Fedrico repaid his confidence with one equally un.

limited. He not only told his friend the history of.

his short life from infancy upwards, but he made
him his father confessor, informed him of the pro-
gress of his studies, confided to him his doubtaand
hopes, his religious creed asd political aspiralions,
and even his connexion with some of the secretor.
ders and societies, of which, at that period, not:
withstanding the Gmlance of the pohce, a multi
tude existed in Spain.

 And can it be, my young friend,”. said Geroni-
ma one evening, \\hen a brief pause succeeded to
some of the fiery Federico’s vehement political
diatribes— can it be,! be amd fixing his penctia-
ling eye upcn the ﬂushed and’ nmpamoned coante.
nancg-of the student, *that yon have' reachéd your
present ageand never loved wompn ¥’ .

“ Pabaw & replied the stmdent, © you have raske
"ed the quesbon before, ind Thdvam\veﬁed i

“Bat’ ‘tis meomgrehennble, a,nq ont of nunm

cried the 6ld Don, * Why have you ahesst in your

<
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bosom, blood in )'om' veins, s!mbg hmbo and

| bright gyes ¥

“ Was all that givén me that 1 might lon wo-
men ! retorted Federico with 2 merry laugh. .

¢ Certainly : what is lite worth, without love 10
sweelen #?! Nothing, worse lhan nothing.- It is
that genle sympathy of hearts, that strange fever
of the soul, those sweet hopes and joyous trans.
ports, and tremors scarce less pleasing, that render
life endorable, and reconcile man to the vilenessof
moruﬁly The nearest approach 1o paradise on
ennh, is found- in bright eyes that beam fotusalone
—in gentle lips that murmur to-our ears words of

} Puze tenderness and unselfish affection.”

¢ By the Vimgin1” cried Federico, * | am neither
wood nor stone.  Yes, there are creatures of heav.
enly beaaty whom I could love, But T am like the
Moorish Prince of Grenada, who was to “proud to
eal common food, and fed on gold. The metal
was cver hard for roy: al stomach, and so Le sarv-
ed ”

“ Which means that what you could have, you
dont like, and what )ou wonld like, you can’t
gm‘”

“ Poss'ble ” rephed Pederico smiling, “1 strike’
high.»

“ And why not?, To dare isoften to sneceed. For
the bold and the prudent, o > aim is to lofly. But
lell me more”

# Nonsense ! cried the student. ¢ [ did butj jest.
It occrared to me that this very day I saw a lady
‘whose fair face I shail not ensily forget. She was
richly dressed, ard sat in an’ open catriage, drawn
by magnificent horses.”

¢ What color was the carriage 2"’

¢ Brown, lined with purple velvet. 'l‘he arms
on thig panels were supported by coroneted "rifﬁns :
and-§n the lusuriouscushions my goddess reclmed
if a vobe of rose colored satin. A black lace man-
tilla:floated” over her alabaster shoulders,- farther
veiled by a cloud of glossy "ebon hair; and her
eyel; friend Geronimo—her beauteous eyes, were
soft and heavenly asa spnng day in the nlmond
groves ot Valencia.”

“You are poelical,” said Rt'galo “ A good sign.
Federico, you are in love ; bat by our Lady, you
are andacious in vonrchom 4

“ Do yso know her?’ eagerly etclauned Fed-
el’lco

* Did she appear to notice yon 1"’ mqmted Ger-
onimo, leaving the question tmanswerad.

““Paralysed by-her exceeding beauty,” Tephed
the stadent, *1 stood dumb and moxionleas in the
carriage-way, and was nearly run over, I sprang
aside.butjust in time. She observed me, and smiled :
I almost think che blushed. One thing I am sure
of, she could not help seeing that her wondrous
beanty had 1ored my head’ o

“ And that is all ' said Regato slily.
~ ““What more could there be 1" eried the young
lawyer, indignantly. “ Would you have such an
angel throw flowers at me, or appoint a rendez-
vous ! When'the carriage tumed out of the street
towards the Prado, she looked back. Holy Moth.
er of Sorrows! even at that di istance, the sunshine
of thase eyes scarched my-very heart! RBut this is
(olly, sheer tolly ! Next week I go to Cindad Real,
and amongst dusty deeds and dry folios I shall soon
forget eyes and their owner.” ,

Senor Regato assumed a lhouelnfnl countenance,
took a large pineh of snoff, and lit a fresh cigar.
After three or four puflx, emitted through his nos-
trile with the decliration of a veteran smoket, be
broke silence.

“ You will not 7o to Cindad Real.”

“ And why not?” cried Federico.

‘‘ Because, if [ am not greally mistaken, you will
remain here,”

“Strange if [ do?’ Janghed the stndent,

“ Less so perhaps, than you imagine —~—Would
you go if the rose-coloured lady bid you stay §
What if she genta tencer biliet 1o the yoorg wo
‘man-hater, and said, ¢ Come and love me, if you
have the heart and courage of a man.” T think 1
see you then, though ten thousand devils barred the
way, Cindal R=al and the ruyal courts would soon
be forgotien.”

“ Perhapr,” replied Federico.
lise me with impossibilities,”

Don Geronimo put on his hat, took his young
friend’s hand, and said with great gravity—¢ Noth.
“ing is lmpassnble " And as regards love, nanght in
this world can withstand it—no bolt, or lock, or bar,
or rank, or power. Bear that in mind, and be of
goud conrage, if yon fall in with her of the roee-cal-
oured robe. 1 shanld not wonder if yon saw her
this very night. ~ Be happy whulst you may, whilst
youth and beauty lasts. They quickly pase, and
never retutn ; and in love be adventarousand bold,
like a true Spaxuard and gallant gentleman. Dar
ing wins the day.” He depaded, Federico re-
maijned alone.

With a smile athis. friend’s advice, the young
man sat down to study. But he scon started up,
and gazed like one in & dreamn a1 the massive vol.
umes encumbering his table. He knew not how
happened, but the well known letters of the alpha-
bet seemed changed so inexplicable bieroglyphics.
The simplest passages were wholly unintelligible
the paragraphs were all rose coloréd; black tocks
and brilliant eyes twined and pparkled throngh the
quaint arabesques and rngular capitals that com!
menced ench-chapter of the- code, eonfusing snd
dazzling bis brain. ~At dst he angrily slammed th‘e
parcbment bound volyme, muttered a curse on his
own folly, then laughed alosd 4t the recollection
of that comical bld (ellow, Geronimo Régato, und
went to'bed. ' There e round hulétgi -Whe‘ti Re
closed his eyes, the elender forin ot the ncoghita
glidéd before:him. Her schite. hand, extendedfrbm
beneath her mnr {ita, beckoneéd him wl‘o‘llo\r*‘udy*
he felt the pressire of the ‘tiny fidgets , et ta

‘ But you tanta-

 sounder.and more refreehing. Gmben. 1/ Bt .when:

| he arose, he found, to his cosmernatibe, tbat’ she

) ‘.'\“
breath wpan ks cheek, her velvel lm geptly.
tohis.. and when: he started is.sleep;. nwu_
to fancy the rustle of u'drees, and asweet low voice
that timidly, uuered blg Dame. ¢ ' lhe mg‘al. -
and. ouly fowards  daybreak, gid-he. siak into &

to hig waki~g imagination. * The fascinating i image
of the beantifal stranger had establishad itself jn his
heant, and ‘Federico felt that all efforts w0 dﬁlod"e
ulwonld be as:frnitless as painfal.

% I believe in sorcery,” he soliloquised, « hhnnld
think that old rozue Geronimo has cost 2 chapm
over me. He predicted that she would visit me
this nicht, and'lru?y she has dohe s, nnﬂ heré re.
malns. Whether irbe for the best I gfeatly doubr,

Masing on the fair apparahon that thus pestinaci-
-ously amrmledupm him; the*ydony fxwyer dreds.
ed himself, Tt'was 1at8 and to atdre fo¥ Toxt time, |
he resolved to remain at home, and stady hand the
whole day. Bat somebox or other, exaclly at the
Peame hour as on the previous one, hé foond him:
eellin the Calle Alenla ; and scarcely was he there,
when the brown camage and the splendid horses
came ratlling by. And there, upon the parple.cosh-
ions, sat, mofe beautiful than éver, the divinity who
for the Iast twenty-foar honrs had monapolised so
large a share of the love-sick student’s thonghts.
He guzed at ber with rapture, and involuntasily
bowed his head, as to a being not of the eanth. She
smiled ; her look had sometling i inquiring and
my slenons than, as il by accidént, she placed lier
haod upoa the cdge of the carriage, andlet a flower
fall. Almost before it reached the ground, Federi-
co caught amd concealed jt-in his bosom aslhough
it had been some precious juwel which all would
seek to tear from bim. It was.an alnpad blossom,
a symbol.of love and hope. ‘ Like a eriminat he
hurried away, Jest his pnize be teetaimed, “when
he sudlenly faund himgell face to face w nh (Jernm-
mo, who gravely took oﬁ his hat and ‘greeted his
friend. :

eye twinkling significamtly as he spoke. ¢ How
have you slept? Did the lady visit you or vot’”’

“You saw her! eried Federico: imploringly.
‘ For Leaven’s take, her name 1”7

* Bah 1" replied Geronimo ; I saw notbing. But
if it be she who «its in vonder carriage. beware,
young mand 'Tis dangerons| jesting with giants,
who ¢an cmsh us like straws beneath their finger.
—Your life is in danger,” he continved jn a whis
per; ! forget this folly. There are plenty of hand.
same faces in the worll.—Throw away the rilly
flower that peeps from your vest, nnd be offto Cm
dad Real, where scores of pretty girls await you.”

He tumed 10 depart; Fedesico detained him.

. “Letme gb,” said Geronimo: { am in haste. |
will call upog you presently, and youl shall hear
more,”

But notwithstanding bis promise, and althongh
Federico remained all day at home impatiently ex-
pecting him, i(,etommo came not. Never had the
student been so out of temper. He biterly re-
proached himself as a dreamer, a fool an idiot ; and
yet there he reiained, his thoughts fixed npon one
object, his eyes rivited on the almond blossom,
which be had placed in the water, and whose deli-
cate cup, now fully open, emitted a delightful per-
fome, And as he gazed, fancy played her wildest
pmnks with the enamoured youth. Small fairy-
like creatures glided and danced between the rusty
stamina of the graceful flower —Arlimes itn leaves
seemed partly to elose, and from out the contracted
aperture, the lady of his thoughts smilsd sweetly
upon him. Then the welcome vision vanished,
aod was succceded by stern frowning faces of men,’
armed from head to heel, who levelled: dagirers at
his heart. . '

By Stdago ! the bewildered stadent at last ex-
claimed, “thisis to much.—When will it end?
\What ails me? Have 1 so long withstood the fas-
cinations of the black-eyed traitresses, to be thus ar
last entrapped and unmanped! Geronimo was
right; at daybreak I start for Cindad Real. [ wiii
think no more of thal perilous syren.” He plncked
the almond bloxsom from its vase. ¢ And this flow.
er,”-he pensively murmured, *‘has touched her
band, pecthaps her lipe! Oh! were it possible that
she Ioveu me "’ As he spoke, he pressed the flow-
er so impetuotsly 16 his mouth, that its tender
leaves were crushed and tarnished. He laughed

. | scoralully —~% Thuos is it,” he exclaizned, * with

woman's love ; as fair and as fragile as this poor
blosom. gone, then! "Wither, and become
dust, thon perishable emblem of frailty I” And ap-
proaching the open window, he was aboutte throw
sway the flower, when something flew into the
room, struck his breast, and rolled upbn' the ground.
—I-‘edenco started back, and his eye fell upon the
clock that regulated his smd-u.—-‘l'he bands were
on the midnight, and for a,moment, in his then ex-
¢ited state, 4 feeling of superatitious féar stole over
ﬁun—-’.f'he next instant he was again at the win-
dow, straining his eyes through the gioan. He
could seenothing. The night was dark : a few
large stars twinkled in the sable canopy, the jasmin
bashes in the balcony rustled in the bresze, and
brushed their cool leaves against his heated tem-
ples—# Who is there?” he cried. His question
was unanswered. Closing the jalousics, he took a
light and sought about the room till he perceived
something white lying under the table. It was &
paper wrapped round a rolf of wood, and secured
by a silken thread. Trembling with | e-gemess he
detached the scrvll. Gpon it were traced a fow
hnel in da woman's handwriting. ¢*If you are will-
ing,” so fan thé missive, “t euéounte;me risk
for an interview with her who writes lfns, you will
lepmr, to-morrow evening.at ninc o’clock, to ithe
wegwru doaor of the church of SL James * Ona'will
meet, you theéve jn whom yon tuay. confide, il ‘he
asks you.whar flower yon'love best.” . . i
“ Aud though desth avere in the pathy” extlaing
¢d Federieo with vehemeut passion- jhntgh x
thodsand swords opposod ‘mhe, and King Ferdi: |
nad himself-". H&mu-ed at that name, with tha
' habilualicamtion-of & Manchegan. <[ will gb;" bie |
 redyméd; i calmer botequally déeided'tore, 1
will g udww.i’e&uynio 1 Wabbed ut et ed
rwlwdlgo”
analy,,lo the. ympetoous | llndenl B, lhmh m\gi (}ul
}oag bouuT_plW ufi that of his remjem an
rived.. "Tormenied by « thoussnd:doubts and’ anx-,

sbe: | jeties, not the least of thess arsse:from: tne . proba.

E. O'MEARA GoobRic: -

who'lmd “heunted hie dreams wes. equaily piésent ‘

“How govs it? said the old .Don, his widowed

blhb' lhni tb'e“ggs:” ‘gnai‘ o @me nut \\'heucé ha hop
¢4, and was,.perhaps, the work of some mischiev-
ous jester, 1o send: him-on aool’s errand tothe dis-
tant chaych of "St. Jarues, . Abave 'afl things, he

wished, 1o se¢ his frignd Gerommn but aﬁhongh
hepnued theday -in iuvoking :his presence, and
heaping enirsés on his head, that périonage did not
appear <Evening cime : the | sufp \»ent do#n. te-
hind the ganders of Boen Retiro; at last it was
quile darit. Federico weapped Minself'n his cloak,
pressind his hat over his brows, concealed in-the
breast. o( his coat one of those forbul{ek' koives
whose short strang triangular blade 1s k0. terrible o
weapon in a Spaniard’s band, and crossing the Pla-
za Mayor, glided swifily through the streets and
lanes, until, esacily asthe clock of St.Jame'schurch

of the westermn portico. Ali was asstill as the grave.
The dark enclosures of a conveat arose at a_short | £
distance, and, fram a smail high window a solitary
ray of light fell upon the painted figure of the Yir-.
gin that stood in its . graied nicke -on the cburch
walfl.

His back agmmuhe stane. parapety in she dark-
est corner of the portico, Federico posted himself,
silentand motionless. He had.mot.Jong waited,
when be heand the spuad. ol lootsteps upen the
Jough pavement.. They came meaisr ;-a shadow
crossed the froat of the arched gatescay and was
merged in the, gldom, as its owner, muttered m-ha-
tincily to himself, entered the portica. It
mau, closely matfled in a shont cloak. To ju d"e
from bis high and poiuted hat,.he belonged to -the
lower class of peaple ; a wild biack- .beard, a mo-
menl visible jn the lx,;hthom lheemmpnl wz‘ufow.
was all of his physiogonmy discemible by the et
dent, He might be anything; a(nue-o, a :rule
teer, a robber,

Alter a moment, Federico made a sh.ght noise,
and advanced a siep from hia comer: « Who is
there 1 cried the stranger.~—+-Who is there 7! he
sad.  “ Answer in God's pame. Whal do you
here at this time ofdfatt?? '~ ; :

“Who questions me ¥’ bohlly demanded- the
young man. And at the same time h&approached
the spcaker.

For a moment Ihese two men gazed susplcums.
l_y at each otber: then the stranger again spoke.

“ Night and solitudeenjoin prodence, senor, waid
be; “and so, keep your distance. What brings
vou to this gloowny chatch door; At this hour such
gay carveliers are ofiex fompd in.the Prado or the
Delicas, plucking flowers for their mistreswes,”

“1 love flowers,” réplied Federico; “but | also
love sofitude.”

“ And what flowers, my "nlldnt young 'vemle-
man, do you love best?” 7

¢ Erongh! Enough'” ]nyﬁllly exclaimed the
student. . "“"Tis you [ seek: [ am ready to follow."”

Without reply, the strmger produced a lonz black
cloth, .

“What is that7* . said Federico, who diligemtly
obsetrved his movements,

4 To blindfold you.”"

“Why 77

¢ Fenor, that you may not see whither I conduct
you.” .

“Nct so!” eried the stodent, suspiciously.
will follow, but with open eyes.”

The Gallego threw the skirt of his large cldak
over his lef shoulder, touched kis pointed hat by
way of saluation; and said cotrteously; ¢ Buenas
noches, senor. May you sleep well, and liv‘e a
thonsand years.™ . o

¢« Stop 1" eried Fedenco ; you aré mad. Whnh-
er avway ¥’

“ Home.”

* Without me?”

“ Without you, senor.
ted blind, or notat all 77

The result of the colloquy-that ensued was, that
the Gallezo twisted his cloth thrice round the stu-
dent’s eyes, cars and uore, and led him -carefiilly
across.the Plaza, down a sireet and round sundry
corners and turninae, till at last he dJeposited him
in a carriage, which instantly set off at a rapid pace.
A tolerably loag drive, by nomeans a pleasant one
for” our adventurer, whose guide held his bands

u]

- Thetruth is you are wan.

bandage—the coach stopped, the two men got out,
and Federico was again conduncted for some di-mnce
on foot. He knew that he was still in Madrid, for
he walked over pavement, and. in spite of the thick
cloth that impeded his hearing, he could distinguish
tha distant soond of carriages nnd tho'hum of hfe.

ed a garden, forthere.was a smell of flowers and
ruiling of loaves therice 'ha asrended a stair case,
and’ was conducted throtigh-cool lofly aparirifents,
and through doora whncbseemed 1o open and uhut
of theinselves. Suddenly his companion- let.cohm
band. Federico stood fora minuts in: #ilent ex.
pebtation, then graping round him with’ extended
arm, be said, jna low -voice—* Am I. af my joaru:

ey'send? Answer!” Batnobody. rephed :

By one ‘decided pull, the stadent tore the b&nd-
age from his eyes aud fazed around him in’ won-
der and bewilderment, He was alone i ina spam-
ous and magrificent apartment, whose:walls -were
tapestried with striped bise. and white sotin, and
whose carved ceiling was richly gilt and decorated.
The-all Vejietian mirreos, the: costly furnitam, the
beautitully fine Indian mattin?, ‘everyihioy i the
reom, in shokt ceuvinced him: that lie wis'1n the
favored abode of wealth, arid’ rank, gnd Yuvury.—

light over theapartment. Fedpriza’s position: waa
a dooiufdl, pfobably a dangevéns ofe; but: love
ebyfldeged him, ind he felt ihe mnb ¢fa'si n‘ ying o]
Geronimo'x, that coum'_’e grows wit] pe:jl fap-
pea what mv'h! there he wae; and he kne\v no
foay. ‘l'hcbniy pempnb!e kxitfrom the vodm- Was
bj 1§6 ‘large fold ng-doors’ llirmgh &hwﬂ'ﬂd.@gﬂi

tiied ibemmibey . werd, Fislensd,
mthe;vmcm Bitn that his. retreal.
perhaps been !huarntoﬂ' that he mighC.aée

hlndlml?

\:ded from th# wall; he: gtnspd ii, ad

‘ealR %11

simck mne, he stood beneath the inassive. archés L

- | side of the .

firmly in his probably to prevent his removing the |-

Presenly a door creaked, and he apparently enter. |

A lamp, ruspended by silver chau;s, phed asafi |
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'uul a cry of aslonnhmem am! d\!l-gm ﬁb‘

the student, Beaming with ‘tovatiness, & blush up- .
-onher cheek;a roft smile spon-her my%mdra .
Hady of his Ihonzhm’mnnd ‘before fim: -

For a mainett the pair gazed al each o(bér i
silence. their looks lelFm" more eloqeemly lhkn any _
words the love.that flled (heie hearts. But sson
Federico started from his brief iranee threw hxmself
at the'feet of thie ﬁwoﬂrmig aml sénzm" ]xe:h
pretaed it. anlenlly Whis hpﬂ murmnrmg lhé vﬂnle
in Jow' and passionate accents, such broken’ and -
pturous sentences as oui) Toveis’ 5pealr and love
alone can comprebehd The' fad’} dtood over ﬁnu,
her griceful form sTf'fnfy bowed, her lawe Tukt.
rLuseyes nllematel') fixed upon’ lhe ]mee"ﬁw g-youth
and rovilg 'mﬁously rowiid lbe aparlméh!. L

“Don_Federico,”" she said, in lories * ij«e
sweelpess thritled bis blood, may the Holy’ Vig-
gin Jorgive my. nnmmdenl) bolddess. 1 have
)nelded t0.ar ﬂnpnlse stronger lhan rny rahon ‘o
the ¢ esire of seemvfyou, u?e

“That T love yon,” mlerrup(eﬂ Fedenco—‘ ' lhgl
T adore you since t!;:: first honr lbal 1 I)ehe’d yow
-—;hnt 1 w’il die at yoor feel il y ou;efuse me. b

- §Ké bent forward, and fard heér” small";ﬁsg Innﬂ
upon hig’ throbbing foreﬁeml The touch was elec-
ttic, the fiery wlow of p passion flashed in herglan e
“ Light of my eyes! she wlnspered “Tt wege in
vam lo l'eny thit oy heart is’ thlna BPI qur Tove
is h flower on the precxplce s bnnk »

¥} fear nof‘ e Fafl)" l‘"*denuo 1mpetuously ex- -
dsnmev] )

¥ Date )nn nsk everything 17

 t«For you love, ex eqthm«- | Yms lhe enthusizs.
tic reply.

" Listen, then, tothe & fﬁcuﬂ:es duu beset ns and
say if lhey are surmountable.”” =~

The maiden pau.»ed started; grew paYe

ke H vk she e‘daumed‘—“ what is that ? 7 Re
comés! Be still! be silent 7' With wild and ter-

rfied haste, she scized, Federigo's bang, ng%eql

L e A —

 biym across- ﬂlc room, and; opened a dpor.

student fek 2 buring kiss upon his lips, and be.
fore fie knew wheve he was the Jdor’ was shpt, ard
hewas in totaf d.ukness Al ibat bad bﬁppened
since he entered the house. bad: oecurred %0 regidly
was so mysterious anid sthrliog, y that-he “as' atterly
bewildéred. Fora monien( he !ppixgbi hufxsélr be-
trayed, zroped round Lis : iptispn, which 'was & nar.
row cluset foond the door, and; grasping his snk
elto, was abuut tforce bis way thel¥ al agpoqtiéﬁ
when be anddeuly heard hea.vy steps, an_the piher
iq;eﬂned screen. ~Motiondess,: hc I
tened. I

¢ Brimg lights ! said adeep,commandmg vmcq

¢“the lamp bums dim as in a bridal chamber.’

“ It anticipates its office, "“replied another male
voie, witha langh, “Is not your wedeing-day
tixed 1

“ Not yet; in the course of next v\mek perhaps,”
answeredl the first speaker, Asl.ndmu up and down
the apartment.’ -

“ You are in sinall haste,” te(umed hns eomp;ur
mn, “to enjoy what all envy you. Never,did [
behold beauty mors divine and ‘captivaling.®

¢ Beantifol she certunly is,” was ll}emply ‘bat
what is womaw's beauwty 1—the vision of adny,
snow, sullied and dispelled. in a might.”

“You are in exceeding goad bamor," szid the
feiend of th1s wmorose and morahan,,' bridegroom.

A pause enaned, during “Which Ferlerico’s.heart
beat ¢o strongly lbm he theught -its' throbbings
mnst sorely be.audible - thronzh the slight beriet .
which now separated him fromn. the speakerss &
servant brought tights, anid a slendes bright ray shot
through a small epening™in the tapesry, previously
unobeerved by the - stadent. Applying his eye 1o
the crevice, he obtained a view of the apartment,
and of the persons whose conversation:he had ovet-
heard. One of these wore a uniform glittering with-
embroidery ; the other was dressed in black, With
several stars and orders on his breast, Both were
in the middle period of hile: the one: in uniform
was the yoongest and most agreeuble looking; the
dark features of the other were of t"ombte and
unpleasing east,

The servant lelt the room  and lhe mar. in black
sospended his walk and pnused oppasite his friend!.
“ You had some things to. commnnlcnw”’ hs
raid ina nnppreued voice, :

 Are we secure froin hsteueusw askeu the oﬁls
cer, in Frencls. s ‘ T Z I

“ Eutirely, and doubly so, if we speak French
Rosaura herself, gid, =he, overhgar us, would be
none the wiser.”

« Count,” said the -o.dner, “3 uncemly wub fou -
joy of this marhage.” . . -

“A thousand thanks! Bot wnh <equal sincerity } *
tell you that Him- -heartily. weary of such congratu.
lations. 14 marrying. ong gives and: thkes. - ‘Igive
Rosauramy name and rank mles nnd dxgnmes,
honots and privileges.”

* And yoa take yé lovely \vﬁrdnnda ‘ich es:
stafe. A fair exchange, E‘x‘celfem’ 1 éanvuly
say that the world’ wbndets it ftie detay of 5o bita.
able a Urior'anid even nh‘élmee'w lﬁdbehbfﬁiuta
ceftain d{sméfmautm——-k’ o
" “The world iv "rballymls!akelh ” mteh'upted !he
were | Dot a1 anfently Tove Rbssiura, and‘T have his
Majéeti’s cohsent to niarHage nm What ‘« fout

1
men take.mae for, it they - R
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" Hes éhiowt,” xim'! l&ée& ms ‘head’ wﬂ a
scon‘lfﬁl smite.: i et 1t ‘\

& Well ¥775aid the offiber, - A
w8olve ilie fiddle yﬂm-sclf » '

.‘x 1
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ture dark, the.decisire moment. ;;mgn W, ;\_M)pe
leetan a volcano, age.is litile, -dispoeed, 1o enpoy a,
beneymoon,”, . MLoRA grsteaiag ¢ esbndnonyg
“ But, when. the mipe explades, and ong je tosed,
injo,the aip, it wmm.,mmim isbeinl dap of
loxg, thare foforget.anels woRodsl. . Yoid -

“ Brawg.d., Bat. whay if 'masmﬁm 9. pecrive,
lhe lneklm engineerd - - -
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