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Gen;. Cass on the Provise.

. Wasawserox, Dec! 30th, 1847,

Drar Sie,—I have received your letter, and
answer it as frankly as it was written. .

You ask me whether 1 am jnk favor of the acqui-
sition of Mexican territory, and what are my senti-
ments with regard to the Wilmot Proviso.

I bave so oftenand 6o explicitly stated my views
of the first question, in the Senate, that it seems al-
most unnecessary ta repeat them here.  As you re-
quest it, however, 1 shall biefly give them.

I think, then, that no ‘peace should be granted to
Mexico, till a reasonable jndemuity is obtained for
the injuries which she has dane us. Theterrttorial
extent of this indemnity is, in the first instance, a
subject of executive consideration. There the con-
stitation has placed it, and there | am willing to"
leave it; not only becanee 1 have full confidence.
in i judicious exercise; but because, in the ever-

. varying circumstances of a war, it would be indis.
creet, by a public: declaration, lo commit the coan-
try to any ling of indemaity, which might otherwise
be enlarged, as the obstinate injustice of the ene-
my prolongs the contest, With itg. loss of blood and
treasure.

I appears to me that the kind of metaphysical
maguanimity, which would reject ail indemnity. at
the close of a blpody and expensive war. bronght
on by a direc atiack upon our trocps by the unjust
acts of a scriea of vears. it as unworthy ot the
‘age in which we live as i js -ovoliocto the cam-

rwed

PR

mon rense and prawiee of o R0
duce but litie in oud future =
our present reputaton 10 Jeeese v e B
all expectation of conpers,n’

govemnment;asd ae tghirg. rol s

[

\ ieed o

wedy i W u

“result, but’ for some va.ue. “pethans pmlatiropie .

object, which escapes my pénelraton. and must be

. . defined by those who assume this jiew principle’

~of pational jntercommunication. Al warsare tabe |
deprecated, a8 well by ihé Ratesmap. -as the phi-
lanthropist. . They are great evils: but there are
greater evils than these, and submission to injustice
is among them. .The nation which should refuse
to defend tarights and its honor, when assailed,
would soon have neither to defend: and, when dri-
ven to war, it is not by professions of disinterested-
ness, and declarations of magnanimity, that its ra.
fional objects can be best obtained, or other nations
taught a lesson of forbearance—the strongeat secu.
tity for permanent peace. We are al war with

' . | by jhie way, is .i'eny:cé

|
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refilly excloded from the
m,ce‘ e .. o . ’ B
necessary another provision of. the constituiion,
which gran's to Congress the power to legislate,
with the consent of the States, respectively, overall
places purchased for the *erection of forts, maga-
Zines, arsenals, dockyards, &c.”. These being the
s, property’ of the Uaied Siates, if the power to
make ¢ needful rules dnd regulations conceming ”
them includes the general power ofdegitlation, theu
the grant of authority to regulate the ¢ territory and
propenty of the United States” is unlimited, wher.
ever subjects are found for its operation, and in its
s/exercise needs no auxiliary ision, If, on the

islation over the ‘““other property?’ of the United
States, then it does not inclode it over their ¢ ter-
ritorg ;¥ for the same terfns wlhich grant the one,
grant other. % Territory” is here classed with pro-
perty, and treated as such ; and the object was evi.
‘denty to enable the general government, as a pro-
perty holdér—which, from necessjty, it must be—
to manage, preserve, and < dispose of ¥’ such pro-
perty as it might possess, and which authorily is
essential almost to its being. Brtthe lives and per-
soris of our citizens, with the vast variety of objects
connected with them cannot be controlled by any
authority, which is merely called in‘o existence for
the purpose of making rules and regilations for the
disposition and management of property. X
Such, as it appears to me, would be the construc.
tion put-upon this provision of the constitution, were

; this quesiion now first presented for consideratjon, | Yernments, would sweep before them any such bar-
‘and not controlled by imperiovs circumsiances —

. A A
The onzmal ondinanée*of the Congress of the con-
‘ederrion. pasaed in 1787, an
[ -
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[

act Llas sutpeet i tece at the aloption of t5e
cossiiiution, provided a cowlete frame of govern-
ment of tue country norih of Ohjo, winle in a terni-
torial condition, and for i1s eventeal admission in
separr'e Siates iato the Univn.  And the persua-
sion, that this ordinance contained-within itself all
the necessary means of execution, probably pre-
vented any direct reference to the subject in the
constitution, further than vesting in Coagress the
right to admit the States foryned nnder it into the
Union. However, citcumstances arose, which re-

quired legistation, as well over the territory north

without the origizal Union, ceded to the generalgo-
vermnment: and, at various times, in more enlarged
power has been exercised overthe Terrifories—
meaning thereby the different territorial govem-
‘ments—than is.conreyed by the limited graut re-
feréd to._‘How far an existing necessity may have
operated in producing this legislation, and thus ex.

Mexsica, and its vigorous prosecution is the surest

" means of its speedy termination, agdample indem- !

nity the suregt_guaranty against the recucrence of
° such injustice as provaked it. -

tending, by ‘rather vialent implication, powers ot
dicectly givea: [ know not. But cedain it is, that

the principle of interference shauld not be carried ' ¥ou leit this undone ¥ Our own dignity and the |
bevond the necessary implication which produces | Principles of national independeace repel such.a

+And;-ifideed, if this wee o, it would render tn- |

other hand, it does not include such power of leg-.

| operate upon States to be formed:of newly acquired

! which was the onivi

of the Ohio, bs over other leritory, both withinand |

and wouldisaw the seeds of future discord, and har- |
vest of calamiy.l© e
"8 Becausg T Bélieve ikal a géderal “cduviction
‘that such 2 proposition would succeed, would lead
to an immediate withholding of supplies, and thus
to a dishonofable termination of the war. I think
10 dispassionate observer ai the seatof goverament
can dotubt this ’

4. If hawever, in this | amander & misapprehen-
sion; I am under none in the practical operation of
this restriction if adopted by Congress, upon atrea-
ty of peace making any acquisition of Mesican ter-
titory. . Such @ treaty would be-rejected just as cer-
tainly as presented to the Senate. Mors than one
third of that body would vote against it, viewing
sach a principle as the exclusion of the citizens of
the slaveholding states from a participation-in the
benefits acquired by the'treasure and éxertion of
all, aund which shocld be commontoall. Iani re-
peating—neither -advaneing nor defending these
views. Thatbranch of the subject does not lie in
my way, and 1 shall not furn aside to seek it.

In this ospect. of the matter, the people of the
United Statea must choose between this restriction,
and the territopin! limits.” They cannot have both_
and which they will'sarrendér must depend upon
their represéntatives ficst, and then if these fail them,
upon themselves.

But after all, it seems to be genenally concedel,
that this restriction, if carried into effect, counld not

RRG4

territory.  The well known attributes of sovereign-
| ty, recoguized by us as belonging to the State go-

! rier, and would leave the people to express and ex-
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ten 10,0ne over the whites; and holding, -as -they

{ de, the zovernment and most of the offices in their

possession; they willnot permil the erislavement of
any poftion of the colgred race, which makes and
executes the laws of l.ze country.” -

. The-question, it wili be therefore seen on ex-.
where it now exists, Bt a prohibition against its
introdoction where it does not exist, and where,

an says, thal it can ever re-establish itself. _

" It angurs well for the permanence of our confed-
eration - that during moreghan half a century, which
has elapsed since the esthblishment of this gover-
.ment, many serious queéstions, and some of the
highest importance, haté agitaled the public mind,
and mors than once threateried the gravest couse-
quences ; bat that they have 7l in succession pas-
sed away, leaving our institutions unscathed, and
our country advancing in nombers, power, and

prosperity, with a radidity unknown in ancient or
modern days. In tmes of political excitement,
when difficolt and deidte questions present them-
selves for solution, there is one ark of safety for us;
and that is, an honest appeal to the fandamestal

will zarry us fthrough many more, should many
more b8 destined to assail. The Wilmot Proviso
seeks to 1ake from its legitimate iribinal a ques-
tion of domestic policy, bavring no relation to the
Union, as such, and to transfer it to ancther, crea-
ted by the people for a special purpose, and foreicn

, ert their will at pleasure, Is the object then, of
! temporary exclusion for sg short a period as the do- |
ration of Territorial gover:iments, worth the price:
at which it would be pu.-rim.sed —orthe discord it ;
would engender, the trial 10 which it woold expose |
_onr Union, and the esils that would be the centain |
‘ consequences, letthat trial result asit might * As
i to the course which has been intimated rather than
! propoeed, of engrafting such a restriction upoa any
! treaty of acquisition, 1 persuade myself it would
find but litde favor in any. portion of that country.,
Such an arrangement would render Mexico a party,
baving a right to interfere with our internal instito-
tions in questions left by the constitution to State
govemments, and would inflict a severe blow ap-
on our fundamental principles. Few, indeed, 1
trust, there are among us, who woul%(ﬁu grant to
a foreign po—=er the tight to inquire into the consti.
tution and conduct of the Sovereign States of the
Union :-and it there are any, 1 am notamong them,
‘ani never shall be. To the people of the country,
under Gud, now and hereafier, are its destinies com-
mitted 4 and we want no foreign power to interro-

1 juit at this time.

to the subject-maiter involved in this issue. By
going back to our trae principles, we go back to the
road of peace and safeiy. Leave to tha.peaple,
who will be effected by this question, to aldjust it
upon their ‘own responsibility, and ia their own
maaper, and we shall render another tfibute to the

! original pinciples cf onr government, and furnish

anether guaranty for ils permanence and prosperity.
I am, dear sir, tespectively your ob’t servant.

’ LEWIS CASS.
A. 0. P. Nicriorsox, Esq., )

 Masos axp Dixox's Lixg!"—=What was the
origin and purpose of it! We hear it frequently
| spoken of as connected with slavery, and as origi-
nally relating’to that subject. Nothing can be fur-
ther from the truth. At the time that line was es-
tablished, slavery existed on both sidesof 27 A
brief account of its

Asearly ss the year 1682 a dispute aroee be-
tween William Pean and Lord Baltinrore) respect-
ing the’ consiruction of their respeciive granta, of

' gate us—Why have you dene this, or why have |

what now form the States of Pennsylvania, Dela-
ware, and Maryland. Lord Baltimore claimed to,
and incloding the 40th degree north latitode ; and

amination, does not regard the exclusion of slavery.

from the feelings of the iubabitants, and the laws of
nature,* it is morally impossible,” as Mr. Bochan .

wealth, and in all the ‘other elements of national

principles of oar Union, and a stern determination |
to abide its dictates. This course of proceeding

origin may be of some jaterest’

A GOODRICH:
s (0 the Meeting [n New. York.:
ttek from Fom. Jotin £ DIz

1.% |
o Wasiimxeroy, '17th July, 1848.°

Gestieney =1 receivéd séveral’ days 4go your
favor of the 'fp\ inst., jiiviling mie Yo' alfend and ad-

New York, i the Park, on the, 18t instant,  for
the purpuee df ratifying the nomination of "Mattin
Van Buren for the Presidency, and of sontrfbating’
10 the extbnsion of free soil, anil of thie perpetdation
of free Iabor.* St ’

T hove deferred answering yo'm:‘ﬁnr to the fa-
test practirable momeit from a dexirt 1o accepYthe
invitation} if ih my power, wilhoot néglecting my
public duties—but I find it impossible. Tmportant
subjects of legislation press on boik Hoases of Can-
gress ; anﬁ I may, at any moment, be required 10
vote on some;of them. _

In. respect to the great questions an whith str
égeg an interést is felt by yourselies and those you
r‘epresgnx,:l have &0 recently expressed my opin-
ion, in _most poblic manner, that any forther
annuneiation.of it would be superflucus. It aceords
entirely With your own ; and, much as I desire 10
see this distmcting question setled; I cannot ad-
vocate ot| acquiesce in- any. adjustment of it, by
v will be plan'_lédi\v_her'e it does na

So long as {here w:'n‘.a\ pﬁssi!_ﬁlhy of maintaining
the integrity of the democratic party of New Yerk

litting to a sacrifice of principle, my
efforts were directod in every proper way, to. the
restoration} of harmony. Events tea cleasly indi-
cate the hppelessness of ite re-union. Uuder such
i , I canaot hesitate, for a moment. as,
rse of propriety and duty. From the ra-
octacy of New York Icannoi separate;
riples and measures are those for .the
ce of whichi I have contended, side by
‘them in the poiitical field . from the mo-
1 tered it. To introdoce and: preserve ai-
id economy in the public expenditure ; 1o curail
the patrogage: of the federal government, or. in oth-
er wonds,.to diffuse political favor amd not to cen-
tralize it ; to liberate industry, under all its form
from usel&s and oppressive restraints;
the sphere of . monoply and exclusive prvilege ; b
ophold the rights of free kabor ; to maintain with
fidelity and good faith, all the compromises of the
cifistitation, by absiaining from all intgrference withy
the domestic concéms and. relations. of the peaple”
of the and, at the eame tihme, 10 vesist the
extension (of stavery to thosé portions of the tervito-
¥y of the |Uuiled States in which it-does not exist
5 jally where it is prohibited ; thiese are the
great issués presermed by the position you have ta-
ken. [ shall icontinue my best efforts to maintain
i, smbﬁeh as I am that the public hogor and pros-
perity arelalike involved in your succbss.
- I 'have hever considered the.demoeracy of New
York bovhd by the nominations at Baltimore. No

to the con
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o narrow !

LA A A A
e

e T2 .

ikt

ad the.contingeucy existed whiclr
fled their interpositipn, it carinot Le'
je they would-have dfopted. - It
1 unféasanable piesumption that
? which silrsested the benéficent
provision fue.the nprihwester teirilory, wodkd thave’
Drovided xsiriitan of edually wise' regiilation for our
future aéquisitiond. . S
The powers conferred, have beerrfound sifficient
o warran? the aeqiistion dnd’ government of exteir-
sive territories withott onr oribinal litnls. Epon
fhese tirritories s¢ven. slaveholding and ose frew
state, have beentfqrmed. Fow very difierent now
stands ‘the proportign between the slaveholding
stavés from hat it would have done, had our ter-
fitorial fimits remdined the same as at the adoption
of the constitdtion. and the compact of 1787 ~
In those :u:qui:r#ul territdries, slave‘ry éxistell a
the time of the dgequisition, and was allowed ot
continue afterwards. The inhabitants being shave
bolders when they. askeif for admission intothe Un-
ion, formed consiitutions authorizing théholding of
slaves, and wete thus admifted.. And slthough farge ~
portions of these leiritories weére tinsettled and of
couirse anocenpied by staté or civilized man; y&Y,
slavery was-allowed to extend over a very large
portion of theer. | | hope our %outher brethery
will find po wantof comity or libemlity in ‘the
course which we have adopied towards them. -
They have the possession, nearly an exclnsive one,
of mach the farger portin of ogrlextensive ich and
beautifol domain. ‘ '
We have recem]y added new territory of great
exteut, in which slavery does not exist, and cannot
be introduced bat by the action of our own govemn .
j ment. Shalld fred repoblic—a yeunine Jemoceracy,
| tounded apan the principlesiof onr Jeclaration of
" Indepemience and recognizing ds iis Lasis the sett-
evnident tathis. thaf “'ail mén are created equal,” and
are enJowed by Wiir creator with fhe tnaliena-
ble rizlis of Jife, liberty and the pursuit “of happi-
' ness” muthertze mn 1o hold inservitode theirtellow
wien ! 1'can never give my consentto . To intro:
i dace such a principle in the dernocratic creed wounl.!?
i Le to interpolate an aicle not only novel but at
| war with every other article in the creed. To make
¥ in anj form and to an extent
¢ the teat of Jdemoorpcy is ta introduce anew test abs
{ borrent to all the fentiments heretoforé inculeated
; by the democratic party. . Iprotest againsithe adop
tion of it, and deny the"power of any mamn or body
of men to establish sach a test. s
Few men havejserved in the deshotratic’ ranks
longet than 1 have. No.man has more- tniformly -
sagis of the party. [ cever “voted
andriates; not évén whea the
s réin i oppositioti 10.1he candi-
adcording to 1hé exisling usages of
the party. Bnt while [ recognized the inflaence
which the recommien ]
tions, when fairly jand propedy conducted, should

OSSO S
of judlving. d by
L‘nﬂwh: \"hl! col
is nol, however, :
the’ wise forecpst

H

] the supportof slave

| William Penn, mildly, yet firmly, resisting the ! . ; N

claim. The deba!eabl)t; la);zd' was é.;e degn:::r gy PoTion of t?mdemocmfcy ofell:(;tmon",m Tmh!:
- N { mitied to the gupport of proreedings in which it
English miles on the south of Pennsylmnm,nndémmpdn,m 1 a participation in which it has
i‘ been admitted in sach a manner asto déprive it of
all influehce upon the result I bave, thereloe,

The Wilmot Froviso has been belore the caun- It shoukd be limited to the _creation of proper | Proposition.

t‘ry some time. It bas heen~ repeatedly discussed governments 1or new countries, acquired or setiled. But there] is another important conside-ation,
. In Lonmgress, g by the public press. I amstronz. 4., hen ecessary proviison for their eventual ad- | Which otzhtnot to be lost sight of .in the investiza. !
ly impreased with the opinion that a great char &

e L . . N 3 - . " anesl; : ' extending west as far as the State itself The mat-
. . o B3 mission into the Union ; leavmg, in the meantime; | tion of this subject. The’ question that presents et . :
has been going ou in 1ke public mind upots this sub-+ | o'people inhabiting them, to regulate their mxi itself is mo1 a question of increase bat of the diffu- 1 ter was finally brought into the Coust of Chancery

joct—in my ow as well-as others ; andthat doutus |, (L ) own way. They aro just | sion af slavery ~~Whether its sphete be stationary ' 10 , and afier tedions delays (it has always
are tesolving themselves into conviction, that the ' ! : o X

have: } deny the they have mny pawer to absolve
the individual voters from their personal résponsic
bility, ‘They are goly the. mactineiy of party, and
too ofien fail imo the hands of intriguing and uns
ptincipled poltitians, who tise e 1o sobsetrtd
! their selfish and sinister. '

i

. deemed i a matter. of entire discretion with the ra-

T A ‘”T P
. i ve § < ' been s0.) ou the 15th day of May, 1750, Lord | .. . ” | “Prisaries, 5¢7 Mex” is alime hanored sxiom
b L \ | as capable okdoifg so, al any rate, as soon 33 their or‘pmgwmvo.usam?n.ntwil.lbet\be samte. Tlte . ? * S| dical demiocraey of New Yerk how far thed should AR
. principle &t i"'olm‘;mm be kept out of the na. | political independence is organized by admission | Fejection of this restriction will not add one fo the j Chancellor ml ";eks madl. i du‘:;e;, av.ranlml 8| acquiesce] ini'the proceedings referred to. They ;;:Lo:;gaﬂ 7. t g d‘alway::m:: eqxdﬁre_om};:, :
- tional l@"m_e’ M to the people of the con- | ;o the Union. Doring this temporary condition, | ctass of serritude, noe will its adoption give gt ote, and Cuecting have deemeq it due to their honor and their jost | -would notviclate any moral or refigious principle,
federacy in their respective loeal governments, it is hardly expedient to call into exercise a doult- | dom to a single being who is now placed therein. commissioners should be appointed to mark the

The whole sobject is a comprehensive oue, and ! fy] anjj invidious authority, which questions the in- | The saure numbers will be apread over greaterter-

fruitful of impovtant consequences.” i woeld be il
_timed 10 discuss it here. [ shail ot assome the

important task. but shall couiine myself o such ge-* L4dly approaclung jis termivation—an authority |

neral views, as are peecssary 10 the far exhbiion
of my opinious.

i telligence of a_respectable portion of our citizens,
, and whose limitation, whafever it may be, will be

. which would give to Conaress despotic power, un-

titory ; and #o far s comiprehension, with less aban-
dance of the necessaries of life, is an evil, @0 far
will that evil be mitigated by transporting slaves to
a new, conntry, and giving them i large space to

Y

i domtrolied by the constittiion, over most important  occupy. | say this in the event of the extension of

'lay, the whole matter was settled by the mutoal |

ers 90 appointed, met at New-Castle, on the 15th

! day of November, 1755, and not being able to

agree separated. Afier a furtker litigation and de-

agreement between- the sorviving heirs of the ongi-

rights, as well as 10 the great principles, to make
a separaté nominaliow, and thus to sostain their de-
legates in!the firm, manly,and dignified courde

which they diséonnected themselves from the Bab-
timore Cdnventior. That pominaiion I shall sup-
pott as the ane bést in accordance witly-the princi-

or any of the fanafime#tal doctrires of demoericy,
tor the sake of an§ man or-ppon the recotnmeda:
tion of 2y conveption of men. I wonld not Vote
for 2 moparchist ;{1 wonl“ not volé for'd inan wié
would infringe thel constiutional right of the South.
ern States %o the ppssession of their peculiar insti-

tatiaoms ; 1 would not vote fora mant who should ad-
voczie the introdudtion of slaves into the free states ;
' nor would ¥ vote for 2 ean who, either pusitively

Lor negatively, wodld 2id or enicourage the establish:

ples and iesués [ have alloded to, and*the only one,

- . } by which they can be fully vindicated.
there? This may well be doubted. All the es-’ In the year 1761, Mr. Chasles Mason. of they Fomél m{s acss, moderation, private wordh
criptions which regch us of the condition of Califor- | Reyal Observatory, was sent to Pennsyivania, withj! and publit condoct of Mr. Van Burea, and his great

nia and New Mexico, to the acgmisition of which , all the pecdfui astronomical instruments to measure|, : ir. the aftairs of gov eot. 1o one ?'ment of slavery .“i’f"‘ territorigs. .
our efforts seem_at p:esem direcied, unite in rep- | 2 degree of l:f!.ilude. Tha! duty he performed, and%‘, ::npe;‘::';nﬁ; lfﬁgbzfrh:;i:iof th:;n ::ys:!f and 1| [Parties; to be s _(.1-"::«!1-1], shoukd bLe .fmmd(ed on
volving the most momentous conscquences. We g of bur society recogaize. What would be (ho't | resenting these countries as agricohtural regions, » 2 eport of bis proceedings is to be found in theil it give lim my sopport, cheerfully and dordial.  broad m< gener P"..““'PT;’T' i?‘;‘_ is the dem-

: have neither the right nor the power to todch it 1 Conpress should undertake to proscribe the terms | imilar in their products to cur middle states, and ; Philesophical Transactions of the Royzl Society )y, as thejstandard-beaer of the New York demo- OCTatic pary. P““CIP €5 W ‘Cd FUH;*.M‘@ s
where it exists: and if w had both. their exercise, . of manmre i New York, or to rézulate the antho. ' generally unfit for the prodiction of thé great «a- . I"“df’“f for the year 1768. . . cracy in & great zontest fof principle, and as alstatex ﬁ’,m"}m are "} 1 where ‘_’I"J.e ‘;", app u:zble. : ‘3
by any means heratofore sumwested. might lead to sity of parente over their children in Pennsylvania? | ples, which can alose reader slave laber valuable. ; Thxs Mr. Mason f’“d :lerefmah Dxxf)n were ap |, on who has giaced every official position he has ° au men, and ought to prevail in cof::}r(n;g Ta;
results which no-wise man would willingly encoun- * x4 )ﬁ it would be as vata 1o seek one justifying 1 we are not grossly deceived—and its difficalt tb meme_d to run the lxnfs in dxspu?e, wl.nch appears occupied"iﬁ the sce of - his wry, and poge ; Sitgations where human beings are forud. e
fer, and which mo good man could comtemplate e iaterference of the national legislatore in the | conceive how we can be—the inhabitants of thosh ;10 Bave been done in contormity with the Lord e hi

nal litizeats,

We may as well-regret the evistence of Savery  cections of our common countty.  For, if the rela-

yJn the Southem Swtes, and wish they' bad been iion of master and servant may be tegn'ln:eJ or ag-
saved from ita infrodaction. But there it is, and ; nihilaed by 1s Jegislanoh. so may the relation of
5 notby the act of 'the present generation ; ané e husband mnd wife. of parent and ehild, and of any .
.. must deal with R as .a great practical question, in-  other éondition which our jnstitutions and the hab- |

slavery inio any new pequisiion. But can il go

H

without anxiety.

its various members have reserved ‘o themsdives |
fhe regulation of all subjects relaing to what may |
be'ternted their intemal police. They are sover. !
exm wrhin their boundanes. except in orderto”
* give efiect 10 the object of the Union. whether these ;
concery foreizn pations. -or the several stales them. |
sclves. “Local institctions. if | mav 60 speak. whe-

H

. ) od
ther xheylﬁare reference to slavery o7 to any other

relationg, domestic or public. an lefito local autho-
rnty, either onginal or derivative. Congiess hasno
*ight to say that there shall be no slavery in Geor- .
ga; nor is there any other human power but the |
people of those States respecurc'y, which edn
change theé relations existing therem ; and they dan |.
say. if they will, we will have slavery m the for.
mer, and we will abalish-it io the lauer. '
In varions respects the territorres differ trem the
States. Some of their rights are .acizate, andihey
do not possess the peculiar atifidutes of sovereigaly.
Their relation 10 the genmeral govemment is very
rmperiscdy defined by the conwitation; and it
will b€ found spon examination, that 1n that nsdry- |
_ mert the only grant of .
conveyed i the phrase
T- power o dispose sl nat L.,
reguiauons. respeciiy. e - propery ¢
belonzing 10 the Vuired ~ - 2wty thid
phraseolegy 18 very loose. \f i av - Ideme] o in. -
clude ia e cramt tie whole pdred of legidaiog
over persons, as well as thngs. Tre, expression,
the ** territory and other propenty.” fairdy consirut,
ed, relates to the poblic lands, as such, to arsenals,
dockyards, {4rie,.shsps, and all the various kinds
¢ of property, which the' Chited States mayandurust
Bat surely the simple anthority to dispaseof and
regviate these, does ‘mat extend 1o the unlimited
_Power of legislation : fo the passage of all laws, in
lze most seneral acceptance of the word ; which,

3

o

power crnce-ting them is ‘
.. “ t

N, e

Lall bavethe |
ul rules and

L

do noljtouch the question of such coutracts as may
be fortned with new sateés. when admutted into the
confederacy.

Of all the guesuons that can cgiate ux, those
which,are merely sectional in their character are
the miat dan:'gy:rous, and the mast to be deprecat-
The warning voice of him who. from his right
o warpt us. proclaimed to his conutrymen in his
Farewkil Address—that, monoment of wisdom far
him, as.1 hope it wilt of safety 1o them—how nruch
we had to apprehend from measures peculiarly ef-
fectingi‘ the geographical portions of our cosntry.—
The giave cicumsiances in which we are now
placgd:make thesa wonls words of safety: for |
am sarfsBied from mi T have seenand heard here,
that 3 $nccessful ahiempt ta engraft the principles
of the t’i\mo& Provizo upon the legislalion of this
govemfment. and apply them to new ‘temitory,
shonld'{new territory be acquired, would sericasiy
cffect pur tranguility. T do not soffet myself 1o
Ioceseq or foretgll the coaseqgrnces 1hat would en-
size : fr 1 trust and believe there is good sease and
good fheting pnovgh in the coumry 16 avoid them.

b T\ e 1 oam oppased to the exercise of
amy adhsaclon Ly Congress over thie mater. and
t am :4 favor cileaving to the peopie of aay tem-
tory. wheeh may be horesher acgowed, tho ngitio
regatp it for themseives under the geaeral priurci-
ples ofithe coasnlion. " Becante,

-t lho
the requisite power of Cobgress; and I am notdis-

2. Becanse T
would weaken,

R R ey Ne ¥R
2

believe this measire, if ‘adopted,
if pot impair, thu cnion dfthe States;

net tee in tho Constitution any grant of
i * | of Texns, and w

|

i Cases feferred to in the orginal states of the Union. | Tegions, whe'her they depend upon their plows or
The theory of our government presurposes thal ' | ek here of the inherent power of Congress, and | their herds, cammot oe slavebolders. Involuntary
: labor, requiring the investment of large capital can !

}
]
'
1

only be profitable when employed in the produe-
tion of a few favored articles, confined by nature to
epecial districts and paying larger retumns than the
| osual agricultaral products}rpread over more consid-
| erable portions of ihe earth. o
i In tho able letter of Mr. Buchanan on this sub-
! yect, wot long since given to the public, he presents
! similar consideratiens with great force. & Neith-
er,” cays the distinguished writer, ¢ the soil, the cli-
raate, nor the production of California; south of 36
deg.. 30 min., nor indeed of any postion of it, north
,or south, is adapted to siave labor; and besidesr,
every facility woald be theré zfforded for the slave
16 escape from kis master. . Sach property would
be entirely insecure in any pation of Calilernia.
1i is morally impossible, therefore, that a majotity’
ot the emigrants to that portion of the territory south
of 36 deg. 30 min., which will be chiefly composed
of our citizens, will ever ra-establish stavery with.
in its limits. ]
sz regard 1o New Mexicc, east of the Rio Grande,
the guestion has aiready beeu settied by the admis-
sionn of Texas into the Union. .
«Shauld we acquire iemitory berond the Rio
Grande and cast of the Rocky Mountans, it is stll
} mere impossibie that a majority of the pecple woald
| corisent 10 re-estabish dovery.  They are thermselves
a colored population, and amoung them the negwo
does aat belong socially to a degraded race.” .
With this bxst remark , Mr. Walker fulty eoncides
in his Jetter wrilten in 1844, upon the awexation
hicherery  where produced so fa-
vérable an intpression upon e | bﬁ!“}zi!"ld,pld
bavg ¢ofilliced very malerially hg“&é»,wm fnplish-
sent of i the Del
| Nodd,” says Mr.-Walker; “davery-will not pass;’
ot cnly because it is forbidden py law; bat becae
the eclered race there preponderxtes in the ravo of

!
i

{and Dixon's Line,” ‘ahd the boundary betweenr

Chancellor's decree. That is the famous  Mason

Peunsyltaniz oo the south and Maryland oo the
notth. ’

Linle did the actors in this matter fyink that in
after times, the line ‘establishéd with so much troa-
ble and expense, would ever be connected with a
subjects calculated 10 shake a great nahon to its
centre. ’

“XNiSETEESTH YEar."—The old Germans of oor
State and perhaps of other States, bave a notion
that every nineteenth year has peculiar characteris-
tice, from which we understznd. such as are farmers
who entettain it, 3re more or lessgoverned in their
agricuitursl pareuits and operatons.  The peculiar-
ities aftributed by them to what they denominate
the “Nineteenth Year,” are an open winter daring
which farmerscan ploogh through neasly the whole :
seasoq : a protracted spring and a scarcity of snow i
and ice. This year, or this season, they say is the |
ninelecuth year, the Jast being the year and season |
of 1%2%. By reference to that year, it is remem-
bered by old inhabitantsihat it was ap-open winter,
and that ice tras so sczrce that Mr. Moliere, tnable
‘xo lay in a siock from this neighborkood, was com- |
i pelied to secure a quaniity of the articie from a dhs-
: tmmce. which crrcumstance. the importaticn of ice
3 to our cx!:, ‘was then confidered “romethiry new
; under the stn.” Indicatiozs of the presest s2a.0n .
1has fag seem 10 favor this Gation o our wotthy Ger- ;
mans, and perbape a seasonable hint o these inter-
ested in either a eold wintér and short spring; or au
open and mild winter and protracied spring, may

- Lip Sxuve—This i matle by simntering togeth-
er equal questides of deceptih wnd stf snsp, with
a porisda. of ésehee of tin.* Potr in of ucisre of
bambog, 2 few drops to flavar i, and etaainit through
acagtsieve. It is excellent fo cogrect crudities of

!
i
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speech

more than the highest.
| “1'am, very respectfully, ..
L Your fellow citizen,
oo ." " JOHN A.DIX.
To Mess:s, Cothran and others, Commitiee.

' Iy e

Letter fram Hen. Marcus Merten.
. Tavsrox, July 12, 1848,
Gentletnenl—Deeming my pereonal atterticu to
the duties of the office which 1 bold wmder the
Genéral Government of paramount obligation, I mast
decline ypur jovitation 1o be preseutat your meet
m&ay next. ;
ot however, on the -tecasion; omit to de-
' jon Sor the principles for' which
bnfending. Iam ret unaware ofthe ob:

1 will 1
clare my
you are ¢

loguy to which in the present state of political par- ‘

ties, their advocates will be exposed. Bat. the
principles (heiselées are too importit fo be aban<

m thotives of personal convenience, or
political espedicncy.

: The provisions of our admirable consStation, and’

{ 1the Wiustrious,men whe formed i,

sbow that while it protected the existing
rights of the klaveholders, contemplated, no fasther

| extensiot of Havery. In all the temitors belonging |

10 the U. States, at the adepticn of the Constimtion
the subjelt of slavery was ooler lezal regulation,

! And while edeh stxte retamed in its sovereign and | ‘

ipdependint tharacter. the right toabolisher create
¥, the aclica of aif the <& s, T ccnfedq-i:}m had
perempiornily | iniesdicted it in al} the temitonies, So
that whils new free staies might grow up and be

added to] eit’mun,’ . i those territories; no new

elave sacps. conld formed, éxcept, by e divisionof
sm old one. [Ender this wise interdigtion, i .abnu

the priceless Rlessings of free soil.
Whether far secing stabesmen

» N

Joetriges of libeny, 6f the equal rights of alf men,

and the fraternity jof the whole haman family form

the broodest as trell as the soundest basis upon

which any panty rest. . '
" The recent aitefnp to extemd slavcry over free -

rerritory seems tobe narrow and seifish 2s well as

1 unjust. It isclaiching peculias sights and privileges

{ for a portion of the people, residmg is a,section of’

, our couatry. It i¥ requiring THREE MiLLIoNs of cit--

, izens to give up theirwishes, opinions and interests '

' to the pecaliar nditons of THREE OR FOUR HOUSDRED

" roovsaxp. " is ¢ with dangergo onr political

i justitodions aud odt Liog. It is forming a sadeonal

'and  pevgrophicsd paty—such as the fmmottal

{\Yésh'mglnn calleil opon us to frown indignantly

| upoa, - : .-

1 am, gea!

with highirespecs,

your obedient servant.
‘MARCUS MORTON. .
¢ Dear me, hot fiuidly he does tak I said Mrs.
Partington recéntly. af a temperance lecturer. ©1
"am always: rejoickd when he mounts the nostril
! for his_eloquencd warins me in every perve and
! cartridge of my bpdy—verdigrease itself conld no
| be more smocth {han his Hessed fohigue it;" and
she wiped her spectacies with her coiton bandasa
and neser tock her eyes from the speaker during

i
liole hoar b was on the stand.’

“the w Han,
! philaropby
A man; says
pres; b:aabmhémhgnop!m/

Dr. Johnson gives ¢
of marrage mafew words: ~ A

i

are. * Cotfing hipself off from - Hie's purest. and
raost Exquisite enfoyteents @or fear ofroms trifling
annoydncé, be exdn oflitie ¥

who ampuixted ez ‘t& ‘secure Hirpoall from




