T .

] \' T ISo

v

s A s i

-~ il
<

N " ¢ RECARDLESS OF DENUNCIATION FROM ANY QUARTER.” ’

[ —

XPUBLIS

~

g e o —

oW ANDA:

ek Slorning, Jume 13, 1848,

f et

, ’ol' the Life and Pl{bncf Services of

GHN. LEWIS CASS.

f ¥ Leds CGass was born at Exeter, m New Hamp-
E " siredn the %L of Octdber, 1782, Mis fathi€r,
{

apathan Cass, was a soldier of the revolu-
10 anlisted a8’ a private the day after the bat-

(Lie eastern and middle States, where he was
igted for his valor and good cenduct, and
tle rauk of captain. He was afterwards a
‘n'\'ayne's army, angd died at an advanced
mx‘r.life «of Usefulnets and honor,” at Ilist&
e, war Dresden, in Muskingum (.:oum.\‘x Otio.
n, Jewis Cass, the subject of this biography,
1 at the aze of seventeen. to the then lmrt_l.l-
wes urfilor}. and settled firt at Mareta, 1o
t:g fgny of Washington.  He was lhus,. s he
-2 fopmily called by the convention of Ohm,- one
arly piopeers” of that immense weslern
ion, fhich has alrcady risen 1o such a magni-
s in it own-days, aud is desuned 1o attuiu one

¢ Ohifthen contained one Teritory and abou
rentyffousand people. - A

_dass bore his full share in the toils, priva-
y | dangers, 10 whieh.the vefence vof a new
| and its couversion from a2 primitive forest

posed. He \_'x'nd faw at Marielta, and was
«d 1o the bar before the ¢ se of the u‘rrilo-l
wernment. He commenced the practice, and,
25 fa the custom lhen,vis'téd fie courts in a larce
Jigru of country, travelling ‘on borseback; and en-

lars o-the bar at the preseit day

hd oduced an address to-
new the ;people of Ohio tofie constitution cf thy
JmitStates, and their con
. In March, 1807,

ol huties of that office,
profen, and in the occu
Muigum county, where
i Theri o
olangnmed & porlentous Ypect. i
: s no recogse but war ; and the

Q . ‘.
dszpl the prepyratory-arrafements, it was de-
A 5 !

ef ©© murch a consideray force to the north-

flensive or defen-

ey Frith bis reiment to Dayt
gopcentrated, and whenc

it was low an

§ and marshes, and
d. "'But these were

the necessity
vercome with

JAhe usual
“nican Qolc}ie
dth of July,

Official i

{ he declar-
em iz the wildernessg mt the dec-
was ot received untiitey reached
Detroit.  Cé} Ca~s was perhaps morq ~gent for an
. wrasion of @anada than any officer if {ull’s army.
He was degitledly favor of making « early and
decisive movement, before the British fluuld be pre-
pared for the invasion. We cooeeivg # to be no
disparagement ‘1o any one to say thdl:e was the
nfaster-spirit of that army until the aﬂ%u‘u the Ca-

evéry step’ taken by the commanding} :enerafl.—
“There can nody be no doubt that Hull'shiny never
would have entered Canada Lut for the :
of Col. Cags. 8o ayrious way he 10
and do something 1o meet the just exp
- the Wl miclisiratige 4pd. ihe cuntey, th:

_manded the-advance detachment, and .
man o landin arms in the enemy s country

- Onthe 3thof July he was ordered 1o attack a
British detgghment siationed at the river Aux Ca-
-.nards, about fifieen miles from Detroit and five
miles from Fort Malden, then the British headquar-
ters. He crpoa:sed the river some distance above.the
engny’s pddaand briskly attacked them when,

afjer some los. they fled, Heré was spilt the first

‘blood during the luxt war, Col. Cass taok posses-
S ho "alx Wion’ i i

ion of tho "alundoned position, and immeiately

despatched a messenger 10 Gen, Hull in(n;ming
. . ’

| advising Wim w man

vasions
 forward

Lty of hus specess, a

) T ime |
mudx:u--]y;}g’l art Malden—the road~1o Wwhic), was |
apeucd. flad this Leén done, success mustigve |

-ctowned the, opemnon, and the war in that quar-
tr, would have beon over. lo Wi‘l:?;ovever.sad-
» 1y disappoiyted by the indecision of Huil, who or-
,dered Lim 1o return and-joir the army. Eron; this
_%, moment bad counxels prevailed, the army lou all

-§ - cosfidence in 11, and ke proceeded in hisown

« :
courss, regardlyss of the advice or remonstrance of

his officers.  Alvut three weeks after the-affxr at
the Canards, the whole army was ordered acioss
# the river to Detioit; in wlch time, had Col. Caw's
advice,been takpn, Malden might havebeen redac-
ed, and a zec
The order of Hll to return was not less unexpect.

J TN gr‘(‘aater hereafier. The country north 0%7‘ cnemy.

appy abodes of civilized man, are necessa- !

copniwing many ditlicultics unksown to lh!? Wem- | vicory of Perry, Gen. Harris

"1 1506, he was clccted a mqn'ber of the leZis- |, ra0ps at the mouth of Portage

fOhio, aud during the g'ssion he took his
he bysiness of the day. { He draughted the
ichrarrested the traitoroks designs of Burr,
fr. Jeflerson, which
pasinimously adopted, egrressing the attach-
! M CLIE | neral Cuss, of the army-and Capty
ence in that illusiri- |
e was appointed, by
0. I the exéeution’| o emyYiad fled, after destroying 4
- the business ‘of h\sg ings at Amherstburg and Detroit,

umf‘..(’f‘ a 'farmer in ! retreat for Lake Ontario. - The Amegan army im- | over it.”
‘e resided, he passed ;

difficulties with En- :
Her multipli-

- prepared, & it with firmness.

might render itne-
" gessf The command was g to general Hull ;
ment of regular troopsd, which had tought

essfbe volunieers, and was elfted to the com- L anuy moved so rapidly that many of 4
£« qfthe third resiment.  He fpceeded tmme- |
. where the ar- . cominand was in the battle ; they were 4
it comgrenced - i, ediately in front of the enemy’s artill

vl The countr)l‘\-m-i'a ttackless | con.manded the road, with directions to chzc up. raised his gun, and taking deliberate aim at him,
divet, Great dif-

¢ of the troops

nards ; pfter which, it is known, he dit-provcd of

lodgment made in Upper Canaja, |

at Detroit]withont a shet being fired, overwhelm. | his rifle, attacked nhim with
ing to thefonntry. . : killed afier a chort conflict,
-On entdnng Canalda, Gen. Hull distributed apro-|  But peace came to put an end to this etate of
‘clamation among the inhabitants, which, for the el- | things. The executive power of the Territory was
.dqnence and high apkrt that it contained, cannot be | almost unlimitéd, and the legislative power was'in
suipassed ; but it Waa sadly in conitrast with the ful- | the hands offthe governor and judges ntil 1819.—
filment of s profeskiona. Cufortunately for the | That Goverjor Cass performed well his highly im-
) country, the author of tre proclamation, Col. Cass, poriant a.m?delicale duties, the whole body of the

the but-end, and was

was not the commiande: of ue army. 'Had he been | people of Mlichizan will bear vs witness ; and the
s0, the country would” haf: been saved the morti- |'fact of his faving been seven times nominated by
fication of behold.ag the fescent from the promised | four succé-sive Presidents, and seven times con-
fulfilment. As i was, je used every -exertion to | firimed bylthe Senate, without a single vote against

oxngten. ile eerved in the army Gl 1he:| 4ouse in the conmandyiz general that spirit of pa- | him in thk: body, or a single representation against
f ke war, and was in all the important bat-

triotism which t-eathes't: every line of the admi. | bim frogh the people over whom he presided—a
ymble paper, but vain.y A spirit of infatuation, or | state of Yungs unexampled in the history of ourter-
something wore, seizetl pon Hull, and led bim | ritorial governments—is a sufficient proof of the
on from one fal step tof .nother, until the crown. | wisdomof his admiuistration. )

ing act, the surrader of ‘Jetroit, without firing'a} In thedischarge of his duties as Superintendent
gun, completed .is own rp, and brought disgrace | of Indisn Affairs, Governor Cass was called upon
~upon the arms o: his coun It is well known'to | 1o enier into many neégotiations with the Indian
the country that l-th Colork Cass and Colonel M.} tribes, and often under circumstances of great peril
Arthor were detarhed fromg detroit previous to the | and g<ponsibility. He formed twenty-one treaties:
syrender, ostersitly forpdisions, but, in fact, be- \nl‘%;em, and g_.giinguished their tide to nearly
canse they were unwebogp counsellors at head- | one Lundrcd millidas of acres of land—a vast do-
(juarters. Siqu with moflication on hearing of mai‘n aequired for the United States, but upon terms
the surrender, Col. Cass, vkn ordered to deliver | 50, st and satisfactory to the Indians, that not the
up his sword, indignantly sfyered it in pieces, and | least complaint :\.vas'evcr-made by thcrﬁ: on the
threw it to the earth, refusighio surrender it to the | subect. ) '

- There are two ingidents connected with the for-
it, Col. Cass repaired | mauon of these treaties, which strongly illustrate
he government the | Governor Cass's judgment and decision of charac-
o the expedilion.,— ter. In the expedition of 1820, it became his duty

winter and in the | to mform the Indians at Saalt' de St. Marie of the
or general. Shonly | intention of the government to establish a military
 aher this. he joined Gen. Hardbn at Seneca, where | poot there, and to fix upon the site for the same.—
_the army was collecting destifi 10 recover the ter-{ The chief of the tribe was openly oppnsed to the
: ntory of Michigan, and to talf possession of the | Luited States, and in the pay of the British govern-
' western district of Upper Cundly.  The preparato- | ment. In consequence ot this, they heard the in-
» 7y arrangements being compled). and the lake be- | tention of Govemor Cass with aprarent ill-will, and
“ing open o the  transportation f§ our troops by}thc broke up the councils, with the most hostile fecling. |
commenced his On retuming 1o the encampment, they removed
d embarked his , their women and children into Canada: and hav-
cr, whence théy ' ing prepared themsclves for battle, raised the Bri-
“moved, and were concentrated §t ;Pul-in-b:iy.—i‘ tish flag, as a token of defiance. (Governor Cass
From here they sailed tothe Wetlgn Sister, a sm had but a small detachment of soldiers with him,
. island off the coast of Canada, wilfre being all col- while - the Indians numbered eight hundred war-
lected, the final arrangements v@te ‘made. The, riors.” Unaccompanied; except by his interpreter,
I debarcaion was suiierintended Riirected. by Ge- | he advanced directly in_their midstk and with his
Elliott of the | own hands pulled_down the flag, trampled it un-
ect order, e.- | dor hiis feet, and atterwards bumed jt, ordering the
cae. Bug the | interpreter to inform the -Indians that < they were
public build- with'!n the jurisdiction of the United States, und that
were in full | no other flag than theirs conld be petmitted to ware

1 After the surrender of De
1o Washington, to report t
t whole circumstances atteng
| He was exchanged during
spring was appointed a briga

{ movement in September, 1813,

" i navy; and the troops landed in"p
pectingto meet a formidable resd

«

dd afler cap- | The moral influence of thisbold act had the desi-
tering wwo small detachments, whick §fidred some | red effect, the Indians returned the next day to the
resistancc in favorable positions, ovetjok the cue- |-council, and the treaty was concluded, without any
my at e Moravian town on the rr Thames, | further threats or insults. On amiving at Green
about eighty miles from Detroit. TheRritish gene- | Bay. in 1827, for the purpose of forming a treafy,
ral (Proc'or) proved himself uncqua §o bis com- | Governor Cass found that the Winnebago Indians
j mand.  Having some days the siatt, i:§¢ designed | had not yet come in; and as the object of treaty
 to escape. he should have pushed his ‘@reat as ra. | was to settle difficulties among some of the tribes,
pidly as prssible.  But he moved stowy . | the ' non-appearance ‘of the Winnebagoes was an
_red with much unnecessary baggage, #d findug | evidence of their desires for war rather than peace.
the American army closing upon him, W prepared | He immediately re-embacked on board his birch
for battle. The ground he chose was ihvily cov. | tanoe, for their camping ground, to prevent any
ered with trees and his left rested up} the river | hostilities and to bring them to the treaty ground.
Thames, while his right extended into e woods, | He rapidly pursved his voyage up the Fox river,
scupied | across the portage, and down the Wisconsin, to the
by the Indians, who it was intended ifpuld turn | place of encampment. Taking with him only his
i the American left wing and attain the d The | interpreter, where, he found'them in warlike mood,
troops | and determined not to treat. Threats and entrea-
. Cass's [ ties were alike unavailable with this exasperated
ationed | tribe.  He left them, and returned to his canoe.—
erfh which | As he turned to” go to the river, a young warrior

! mediattly commenced the pursuit,

| were lefl belind, a small portion only of

onl it as soon as the action commenced. Gdn. Cass | pulled the trigger; but, providentially, the gun mis-
vinnteered lis services, together with Comgpodore | sed fire. . :

Peiry, to assist Gen. Harrison and at the oment |  This is the only instance of violence ever offered
of .he charge of Colonel Johnson's regiment;which | to him duaring the long period of his intercourse
d-ided the fate of the day, Gen. Cass took g posi- | with the Indians. . He proceeded immediately to

“etroit ozt the | iy with the right wing of it, comtmanded by Lieut. |. Pfairie du Chien, where he organized the inhabi-

C lonel Johnson, and acsompanied it in its ¢harge | tants, and placed them in a condition of defence,
uvpon the British line. It was a dangerous experi- | and retorned to the treaty ground. By his prompt
gent to.charge a line of disciplined British saldiers | and energetic movements he prevented extensive
b undisciplined mounted Americans; bot valor | hostilities, the end of which no man could know.
e-pplied the place of discipline : and notwithstand- | In 1831, Gen. Cass was called by Gen. Jackson
ir3 the resistance, that bravé’regiment broke thro’ | to take charge of the War Department, and his re-
tie line, and instantly the enemy swas thrown into | moval from Michigan Territory was marked by a
eonfusion, and threw down their arms, happy 1o | Gniversal - expression of regret  His colleagues in
e-ape with their lives, The British general, Proc. | the cabinet were Mr. Livingston, Mr. McLane, Mr.
tor, fled almost at the commencement of the action, | Woodbury, and Mr. Taney—men who . possessed
t1d was pursued by Gen. Cass, with a detarhment | the confidence of the President, and soon acquired
§-r some miles but could not be overtaken. that of the country. The characteristic traits of Ge-
Tt is well known that in this important bauléGe | neral Jackson's administration have now passed in-

' reral Cass bore a -prominent pan, fully shannk in } to history. ft}vas bold, prompt, honest, and na-

ke exposure and dangers of the conflict. ; tional. It sought no dangerous constractive pow-

The batile of the Thames terminated the Narth- | ers, and it endeavored carefully to excreise those
vestetn campaign, and put an end 1o the warin | of which it was the trustee, for the American con-
hat quarter, but not to the difficulties or importapce | federation. The great questions of the bank, ofthe
fof that command. The United States being cace | removal of the deposites, of nullification,. of the
nore in the possession of the Territory of Micbi-J French indemnity, and of the Creek and QheroFee
7an, and of the province of Upper Canada, Gene- | difficulties—three of which involved delicate points
ral Cass was assigned, temporarily, the command | connected with State rights—occupied its attention,
of the district, and Gen. Harrison withdrew with | and were all bappily disposed of. Few, if any,
is army. | now call in question the wisdom of General Jack-
On the 9th of Oclooer, 1813, he was appointed | son’s course upon these important subjeas., though
sy President: Madison Governor of Michigan, at! it is difficult now to realize the intense anxiety ‘h'BY
‘hat time one of the most impottant civil officés | excited, and the momentous consequences which
within the gifi of the Executive.’ He was the civil bung apon their decision. So far as 'lhe War D?-
as well as military govemor of & large territory, | partment necessarily took any immediate coarse in
having many -hundred miles of iexposed frontier, | these questions, it was prompt and energetic, and
filled and almost surrounded with numerous tribes | met with the approbation of the country. At the

| of hiostile Indians, ia the puy of the British govers- | portentous period of nulliﬁcglion,'lhe military or-
\memqaaud constanlly eacited lo aéts of hostility by | ders were firm, but discreet, and it appeared by a

Briish ageuts, ’ message fro the President, in answerto a call up-

As 2 prodf of the defenceless state of the cguitry, | on that mibject, that np order had been at any func

Ly (s Tdianppand sy incursons wer® mads | gioeto s he conlitted autoriie o th Stale
: SO persons made prisoners, | of-Socth Curoling, within the chariered limils of said

and others billed within sight of thie towa of Do- | State.# , The ordersto Gen. Soott informed hitn that,
troit, and three expeditions of mounted militia has. | should, unfortunately, a crisis arise when theording-
uly collected, were led by Goy. Cass in pursuit of | ry power inthe hmdgq;'lhe civil officers should not be
the Indians, and some of them were killed within | sufficient for’ the excrution of the laws, the Prendent
hearing of the town. : _ would determine the cousse (o be taken; and the mea-
. Asingle incident will show the nature of these | sures to be adopted:; till then he-was prohibited from
excussions in the forests in pursuit of the Indians. | acting.” . o ..
| Gen. Cass’s setvant, who rode mxﬁ:;l:nm his| The tame cauntion marked the order to the troaps
rear,rad a personal tencontre with afMndian, who | when there seemed to be dariger of acollision with

. . ;

.
-
<,

i e e e e 0
ed to the hmy than was the disgraceful surrender | started from behind = tree, and ' having discharged

the duthgrities of A a, arising out of occurren-
ces upon the lands of the United States in that'State,
In proof of this, we quote the follewing extract of
letter from the War Department, written by Go-
verner Cass ta Major McIntosh, and dated October
20th, 1833 T

¢ Sir—Your letter of 21st inst. to Major General
Macomb has been laid before me ; and, in answer,
I have 10 inform you that you will interpose no ob-
stacle to the service of legal process upon any offi-
cer or soldiet under your command, whether issu-
ing from the counts of the State of Alabama, or of
‘the United States. On'the contrary, yon wll give
all neceszary facilities to the execution of such pro.
cess. Itis not the intention of the President that
any patt of the military force of the United States
should be brought into collision with the civit au--
thority. In oli questions of jurisdiction, it is the
duty of the former tb submit™ to the latter and no
considerations must iuterfere with that duty. If,
therefore, an officer of the State, or of the {'nited
States, come ‘with legal process against yourself, or
an officer or soldier of your arrison, you will free-
ly admit him within your post, and allow Lim to
execute his writ undislurheg.(’"

In 1836, Gen. Cass was appointed minister lo
France, and immediately resined his post as
Secretary of War, On retiring from the depar-
ment, he received a letter from General Jackson
expressing warm personal feelings towards him
and commending his whole official conduct. He
sailed from New York in the month of Quialier.
Az diplomatic relations had not been fully re-estab-
lished with France, he was directed to proceed to
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“ogland, and there ascertain the views of the
Freoch government.  He fouud that a French min
ister hal been appointed to this country, and’ he
immédiately  repaired to Paris and took up his
residence there. After his. recognition, his first
ufficial duty was to procure the iaterest duc upan
the twenty-five millions of francsindemnity, which
had been retained when the principle was pad.
Altar some hesitation this was eflected: and thos this
greal controversy, which at ene time threatened
such gravé consequences, was happily closed.

In 1837, Gen. Cass made a tour 1o the cest. He

A

“visited Italy, Sicily, Malta, Grgece, the islands of

the Archipelago, Constantinople, and the Black.
Sea, Eaypt, Palestine, and Syria. He was at Flor-
ence, Rome, Palermo,’ Athens, Corinth, Eleusis,
Salamis, apd the batle-fields of Platra, Leuctra,
Cheronaa, and Marathon—at the plains of Troy, at-
Alexandria, Cairo, and the Pyramids; at Jafla,
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, the Dead Sea, Nazareth, the
Sea of Siberias, Tyve, Sidon, Baalbec, andl Daaas-
cus. Memorable places these, and calculated to
cxcite strong emotions in the mind of an American
who had passed a larze portion of his life amid
the toils and privations of a new country.
Atter his retumn lo Paris, Gen. Cass resumed th:
duties of his mission, and continued in their regular
execution till its termination. He was proverbial
for his kindness and hospitality to hus'country men
pone of whom were den ed his attentions, and
few of whom visited Paris without being invited
to his House, His observalions upon the govem-
ment and people of France were given to the public
in the pages of the Democratic Review, in an ar-
ticlo entitled ¢ France its, King, Court, and go-
vernment,” which- most of our readers will proba-
bly recollect. Among-other literary papers he
published in this country, was one uponthe French
tnbunals of justice, which contained much infor-
malion interesting to an American, and in which
the author expressed his decided condemnation of
the system of the English common law, looking
npon it as a code originating in feudal and almost
semi-barbarous times, and utterly unsuited to our
condition and -institutions. This opinion is fast
guining ground, and we trust the time is rapidly
approaching when this reliz of feudal tyranny—this
perfection of sense as it is called, but this perfection
of nonsense, as it in many cases is—will give way

| to reason and justice.

In 1841 arose the well-known question of the
quintuple treaty, in which General Cass acted a
prominent and an efficient part. The British
government, in its scheme of maritime superionity
which it never abandons, any more than its plans
of territorial agprandizenient, projected a plan, by

¥ .
which, under the pretence of abolishing the slave
trade, her ships of war would have been enabled
1o search and examine, and ultimately to seize, the
Vessels of other nations attheirpleasure, The plan
was to form a treaty, to which the five great pow-
ers of Europe should be parties, by which means
anew principle in the law of nations would be
cstablished, and our flag amengothers, prosirated at
the feet of England. This treaty was negotiated
aud, actually signed by the ministers of the five
powers—those of England, France, Russia, Prussia,
and Anstris—before the nature of the transaction
was fully understood by the world. It became
disclosed before the ratifications were exchanged
with the French ggvemment. General Cass pub-
lished a pamphlet which entered deeply into the
‘whole matter, and which translated into French and
German, and circulated upon the continent. It
awakened public attention, and created a great sen-
sation even in England. e

The success of this scheme, o long cherished,
and so long brojecmd on the part of England, turn-
ed upon the jratification ot France. - With it she
could hope 1o establish this new principle in ma-
ritime law, and with that attain her dasing object
of maritime supremacy. But the oppasition of two
such commercial pafions as the United States and
France to this interpolation would have rondered
hopeless its general recogpition.  Hance her efforts
to accomplish this measure ; and as, for more than
half a century, she had not failed in ‘any great ob-
ject of her policy, her pride and; interrest were
cqually united ip this.  Her joumals, therefore
were filled with the subject. It occupied the
attention of Ler govemment, hergchle, and her
press; and her diplomatic agentsthrough Earope
were aclive and perscvering. While the subject
was under discussion in the French Chamber of
| Deputics, the eyes of Europe were directed to
Paris, anxiously waiching the'vesult, That result
ws 'scon manifested., The public opinion of
France spokotoo loudly to be resisted. Tho treaty

negotiated under its -own directions, and signed by’

wo ballotings, receiv-

1t sows the wind to

its own minister, was never ratified] The part wi¥

Geén. Cass bore in this transaction is. well under-
stood and’ appreciated by this countrymen; and, if
any boubt existed on the subject,it would have been
,removed by the abuse heaped-opou him in the Eng-
lish joumals, and by the declaration of Lbrd Palmer.
ston, in the House of Common
contributed in a great degree t
“the measnre.

In December, 1811, General Cass retumned tothe
United States. He was received by the citizens of
Boston and New York with every demonstration
of repect. His.bold™ stand on thei quintuple treaty
had excited the feelings of the people in his favor,
Land he was every where hailed 'as the champion
of the freedom of the seas, aud the rights of Ameri-
At New Yoik he was addressed
upon political subjects, 10 whichl he farnished a
brief reply, stating his unshaken attachntent to the
‘principles of the Democratic party, and his hostility
to a national bank. Ou his roote 10 the west, he
was received at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and Co-
lumbas, Ohio, by the governmenis and legislatures
of those States, who came out 16 meet him, and
escorted him to their towns. At Detroit, the go-
vemor, legislature, city aathorities) andpeople came
out 10 welcome him home, as ¢hildren welcome
the retarn of a long absent father. On the 8th of
January he was addressed by @ commitee of the
Democratic Stste Conventivn of Endiana, upon
political questions ; to which be replied at length,
declaring himself agaiust a national bank, .opposed
to the distribution ofthe proceedy of the public lands
opposed to a ta?iﬁlffei protection; ‘LThat the reven-
ue should be kept to the lowest-point compatible
with the performance of its constitlional fanctions,
and opposed 1o altering the céistilmion by abel-
ishing the Executive veto; thathe should not be a
candidate for the Presidency, dnless nominated at
the Baltimore Convention; andihat he would sup-
port the nomince of that convention.

In the spring of 1844, Gen.' Cass, in reply to
interrozatories upon that subject, wrote a létter de-
claring himself in favor of the afinexation of Texas.

In the month ot May following, the Domocratic
National Convention met at Balfimore, to nomiuate
candidates for President and; Vice President. Oy
4he first balloting General Cass received eighty-
three votes, and continued to rise till onthe seventh,
he received one hundred and twenty-three votes.
Had another ballot been taken 'that day, Gen. Cass
would, without doubt, have beén nominated. Be-
fore the assembling of the convention on the follow-
ing day, Mr. Polk was brouglit/forward as a com-
promise candidate, and aftert
ed the nomination.

On the doy that the news df the nomination of
Mr. Polk reachéd Detroit; a méeting of thé Democ-
racy was held, at which Gen. Cass, in an able and
eloquent speech, gave his Wa?mest gupport to the
nomination, and declared his readiness to entex the
contest to secure its sucess. In pumsnance of this
he accepted the inviation of thd Nashville commitee
and was present at the great Nashville convention
‘in August. His arrival was arjounced by the firing
qof cannon, and he was received with every de-
monstration of popular enthustasm.

General Cass spent éome!time with General
Jackson at the Hermitage. \When they parted,
the scene was most impressive and affecting.  An
eye-witness remarks, ¢ the g
were mingled together as th%y bade eaeh other a
last farewell.”

" In compliance with the popilar will, Gen. €. took
the tour of the States of Ohio, Thdiana and Michigan.
He everywhere met with the most enthusiastic
reception from the people. | .

Ho was hailed as the father of the svest. But a
great change had heen effected since first he came
among them. The loly ‘fgrests which he then
fraversed wete now froitful fields  tlie*lonely cabins
which he protected from the firebrand of the savage
transformed into populous cities ; the Indians war.
path was converted intothe railroad ; the harbors
non the lakes and rivers which he first surveyed
now the seats of commerce and the wealth ; and
the- scattered population which he govemned were
now a great people. :

The tesult of the contest in 1844
The vote of every westen jSfate, save one, and
that by meagre majority, was given for Mr. Polk.
To the efforts of General Cass, and his great per-
sonal popularity exerted in favor of Mr. Polk, mech
of this is to be attributed.” In the following winter
General Cass was elected tothe Senate of the Unit- |
ed States; and took his seat on the. 4tk of March,
1845. In the formation of the commitees of the
Senate, General Cass was unanimously tendered
the post of Chairman of the commitee on Foreign
Aflairs, which hawever, he declined. Oniwosub-
sequent occasions, the sameé position has been of-
fered him, bat he has uniformly declined it.

Jn December, 1845, Geineral Casa introduced
resolutions in the Senate telative to the national
defences, and condition of pur. affuirs with Great
Britain, growing out of the Qregon question. thess
resolutions he supported in ia speech, of which the
|Hollowing is am’ extract, refémring to the course
which should be pursued in maintaining our rights
tu-the tertitory in question: ' '

¢ As to receding, it is-neiiher to be discnssed nor
thought of, 1 refer 1o it but to denounce it—a de-
nunctation which will find a response in every
American bosom. Nothing ia éver gained by na.
tional pusillaimity. And thecountry which seeks
to purchase temporary security by yielding to unjust
psciensions, buys present case at the expense of
anent honor and safety.

o whirlwind. . | have said elsewhere, what

I will repeat here, that it is better to fight for the
first inch of matioual territory than for the last. It

is better to defend the doo

that his eflorts
the rejéction of

ofthe veterans

r-sill than the hearth-stone
porch than the altar. . National cbaracter is a
richer treasure than gold or silver, and exercises a
moral influerice in the hour of danger which, if not
power itself, ia its surest ally. Thus far, ours is
untatnished ; and let us all join, however separated
by party or by space, so to preserve it.”

‘o the mouth of March following General Cass
delivered Lis celebrated speech on the Orcgon
quedtion:  As this epeech hasibeen circolated and
sedd very gendrally, a mefe, slluslon to it here is
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.us well krown.
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ektract ekpresses so fully the tentimedt-of oveér
patriotic Amerjeas; thut is.worthy ofverord :

“ rains me sir, to_hear sttusions o
tion of 't

liis"Government, and Io(:iha:ﬂesirpzcliuﬁﬁ§ .

thi& Coufederacy. It pains mte, net because they in-,
*pire me wilh any, fear but beendke We ought to
have ode anpronounceablé wont, as the® Jewshad:
of old, and that word is Dissolution, We'shouid re-
ject the feeling Irom our hearts af® its_name' fro

our tongues. This ery of *TWo; 1n, to Jerusalew !
arates harshly spon my ears, -Qur Jerusalem is
neither beleagured nor in danger. It is yet the cit

upon a hill, glorious in what it is, &1l more glom

ous, by the blessing of God, in what it isto be—a -
landmark, inviting the nations of the world; strug. -

aling upon the stormy ocean of political oppressiniy
to follow us to a haven of safety and of rational lib-
erty. No English Titus will . enter our temple, of
freedlom through a bicach info the battlements: tr
bear thence the ark of our Constitution and the boak
of onr law, to ke their statiog in & triomphal prot
cession in the etreets of modern Rowre, as trephies
of conjuest and proofs of submission. Lha

% Many a raven has croaked in my day, but.the
angury has failed, and the repudlic has marched on-
ward.  Many a erisis has presented itself tothe i
agination of our political Cassandras, but we have

still increased in politleal prosperity as we lrave in«

creased in years, and that, too, with an accelerated
‘)ro'.rress unknown to the history of the world. We
avea claxs of men whose eyes are always wpon
the future, overlouking the bicssings around s and
forever apprehiensive of some great political evil,

which is to arrest our conrse somewhat or othefon -

this xilo -of the millenium:. ' Tothem we are the
image of gold and silver, and brase, and clay, eoi-

trariety in unity, which the firt rude blow ef mise

fortune 13 to strike from the pedesal, :
4 For my own part, | counider this the strongest
Governmemt on‘the face of the eanth for gzood, and
the weakest for evil. Strong, becanse sipporied by
the puplic opinion’of a people inferior to noneof the
communities of-the earth in all that constitutes mio-
ral worth and useful knowledge, and who have
breathed into their political sysiexn the breath of

1 lile; and who would destroy it, as they created 1t,

if it were unworthy of them, or fuiled toful fittheir
just expectations, .

“ And weak for evil, from this very consideration
which twould make its follies and! its faults the sigmat
of its overthrow. It is ihe only Gorernment m ex-
istence which no revolution can subvert. It may
bé chaniged, bot it provides for its own changey
when the public will.requires. Plots and insurrec«
tions, and the varions stroygles, by which an op-

pressed popolation manifests its saffertugs and seeks -
the recovery of its rights, have no place here. We

have nothing to fear but ourselves.”’ -
The pant taken by General Cass in the snbse(}%?ﬂ
exciting controversey on the this question, afd
his vote in oppesition to the treaty, are too well
known to require fotire nntice. Having beerrtrain.
ed in the school which tanght - bim, in our inter-
coarse with foreign mations, to ask for nothing but
what is right, ard sobinit to nothing that is wrong; he
had the moral courage to . stand up for lhé,,righl,
whatever might be the consequences. '
During thss session of Congress, hosfilities com-
menced between the United States and the republic
‘of Mexico, Gep. Cass advocated the magt jener-
getic measares for ' a vigorous prosecution of the
war, and for carrying it into the heart of the enémy’s
country. N . '
Inthe winter of 1847, the ¢ Wilmot Pro¥iso
was introdaced info the Senate, as an amendment
to thie three million bill, by a federal senator from
New England. The design of the mover was évi-
dently to defeat the passage of the bill to -which it
was to be attacked, and to embarrass e admmis-

tration in the prosecution of the war. Gen. Cass

voted against the proviso, for reasons given, in his
speech on the occasion.. .

Tt was during the sessions of this Comgress that
the tarif of 1846, and the independent treasury
were established. 1t is not alone to the exclusive
<champion of free trade, and the ulira advocate of a

hatd-money currency, that the gpponentsof protec- ,

tion, and the enemies of ¥ paper curreney, are to
look for the defext of those measures,  Sech men
are usually in the pursuit of some theoretical ab-
straction, which givesthem but little influence with
‘practical men. Buat it is to men of enlarged and

liberal views, whose strength of character and in.

fluence can carry conviction with their action, that

the country is indebted for radical and beneficial.-

reforms.  Gen. Cass gave to thess great measures

| the weight of his influence, and his zealous, and

unflinching support. Al the close of that Congress,
Gen. Cass was invited, by the Démocratic mem-
bers of the legitfature of New- York, to partake of a
public dinner at Albany, as a mark of their appre.
ciation of his brilliant public services and their esti-_
maution of his character s a man. This honor,
however, he declined. '

On the meeling of the present Congress, General
Cass was elected chairman of the commiltee on

Military Aflairs—a post for which he ‘was moet '

eminently qualified, and which, as he had been.
unanimously selected, he considered it his dity to

accept. His coure as chairman of that conmittee, .
as his views upon the wac question, have been .

seen in the daily proceedings of the Senate.
In December, 1817, Gen. Cass gave his views
at length upon the ¢ Wilmot Proviso,” in aletterto

Mr Nicholson of Tentessee. In that leterhe avow- -

ed himself apposed 1o the measure, and to the-ex-

ercise of any legislation by, Congress, ovei any of
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the territoried of the United States, ‘respecting’ the
domestic relations of theirinhabitants. He believed
all questions of that natore should be seiffed by the

people themselves, we ought to be allowed “tore.

gulate their internal concems in their owa way,”
and the Corigress has no more poiwer lo abolish-os

establish slavery in such ferritories than it hastore- -

gulate any other of the refative dutics ot sucial life
~—that of busband and wife, of parcnt and child, or
master and"gervaht. oL R .
It is not necessary o refer to the numerous pub-
lic demonstmtioh_is and leading joumnals which have
given expressions in his favor in New England,
the Middle States, the West, and the South, - Pub.

lic opiaion, looking to kis brilliae? services, mﬂing .
integrity, and unflinching fidelily, -has pointedto -

him as THE MAX.FOR THE Tives, @ad the properex
ponent of-the American Demdtrady. Plain and
unassuming in his manners;kind, and:
a falt, frank and social in hisio
fellowimen,; he is, in.every s

: Democrat. .

all that would appedr recelsdry ; bt the following

neroos fc} :

.




