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‘Delivered Tuesday, December.7, 1847,
Fellow-citisens "of the, Senate and House of Repre-
o ) sentalives. .
The-annual meeting of Congress is always enin-
teresting event. The Representatives of the States
and of the peaple come frésh from their constitn-
ents to fake counsel together for the common godd,
After an existence of near three-fourths of a centu-
1y as a free dnd independent repnblic, the problem
uo longer; remains to e solved, whether man is
capable of self-govemment. The success of our
admrable system is a conclusive refutation of the

+.. theories of those in other countries who maintain

that ¢ a favored few” are bom to rule, and that the
mass of mankind mpust be govemed by force.  $ub-
ject to no arbitrafy or hereditary asthority, the peo-
. ple are the-only sovereigns recognized by ont Can-
stitulion. . Namerons emtigrants of every lipéage
and langiiage, atifacted by he civil and religious
freedom we enjoy, and by our happy condition,
- annually crowd o pur shores, and transfer their

5. hearts not less thdu their allegiance, to_the country

i -

whase ddminion Belong alone to the paople. .
No country has‘been so much favored, or should

. ackgpwledge with.deeper reverence the manifesta-
tiond of the Diging, protection. An alk wise Crea.
tor directed agd giarded us in our infunt strigzle

" for treedom: asid *has eonstantly watched aver our

. surprising progress, until- we have become one of

. the great nations’ of the earth. -

Itis a’ country thus favored, and uuder a gos

- vcment ih which the Execative anil Legislative |

heanchésibold their attharity for limi ed - periods,
alike frdm the,people.’dnd where all are responsi.
" ble to thdir respective constitnencies, that it is again
my doty to communicate with .Congiess npon the
sate of the Union, andthg present condition. of gob-
lie affuirs. . .
During the. past year the most gratitving proofs
are picsenied that our country hids béen blessed,
with a wadé spréad and universal prosperity. There
lias been no periatl-&ince the, government was
tounded; when all the industeial pursuits of our peo-
ple; have been more successful, or when Jabor in
all branches of ‘business has received a fairer or
better reward.  From ouy abundance we have been
tnabled to perfonip 1M pledsing Jduty of furnish-
ins fdad fie theé starving  millions of less favored

T coumdries:

[n the enjovtient of the bounties of Providence
« home, such ashave rarely fallen to the lot of
wy people, it is cause of congratulation, that our
intgreourse with all the Powers of the earth, ex«
“vept Meaieo, continaes to be of an awicable cha-
raeter, | » :
It has evhi‘hgen our cherished policy to collivate
pence and googd-will with all rattorts; “and this pol-
. iey has btta steadily pursued by me, - .
‘No chanze has tiken place in‘our relationis with
Mevieo siuck the adjnurmment of the last Congress.
" The war in iwhich the United States were forced to
enzasé with the bgércrnment“ of that couutry, stil}
continnes. © T 4 . ) - e
1dedm it dntecfssary, afler the full exy osition
of them contained ini my messaze or the eleventh-
of May. 1846, and{in my aonual’ thessage at the
commencement of4hé session of Congress in De.
rember last, 10 reiterate te seriogs cuuse of com.-
pilaint of which.we had against Megico betore she
‘eoinmenced hoatilifies,

- s = Ttis <ufficient on the present cecasion to say,
-1 that the wanton: vidlation of the rights of person and

property of our citizens committed by Mexica, her
tpeated acts of bad faith, through e “long series of
vears angd her disregard of solémn treaties, stipulat-
g for indemnity th our injured eéitizens, not only
constituted ample cause of war on ouf part, but
wrre of euch an ‘#agravated - character as would
have jostified us before the “Whott tnrid in resont:
* ligto this extreme remedy. iWith an anvious de-
site io avoid a rupture between the t{vo -countries;
we forbore for years to assert our clear rights by
forer, and continued 1o seek redress for the wrougs
we bl sufleved by amicable negafiation), in the
“hope that Mexico nfight yikld 1o the pacific coun-
cils and the demands of jndtice. In this hope we
were disappointed.  Our Minister of peace sent to

v

* Mexiro was insultinaly rejected.  The Mexican go- | P

verament refused even to hear. the terms of adjost.
ment which be was authorized to prepose ; and fi-
" nally "uader wholly uujustifiable prefexis. involved
the two countries in war, by invading the territory
"I'the State of Texas, striking the first blow, and’
shedding the Woad-of our citizens on our own soil,
" Though the United ' States were the amurieved
" hatlon,. Mesxico commenced the war, and we were
.compélled, in self defence, to' repel the invaders,
414 to vindicate the national honor and interest by
Proseciting it with vigor until we could obtain a
just and honoialle peace.. . :
Ou ledttilng that hostilities had been tommenced
. by México, I promptly communicated that fact. ac-’
companied with a succient statement of our pther
tatses of eomplaint against Mexico, to Congress
and that body, by the act of the thitteenth of May,
1846, declared that “ by the act ol the republic of
" Meaivo, a tate of war exists between that govern-
meut and the United States "—this ‘act declaring
~the war to exist by the act of the republic of Mex-
en." and making provision for itx prosecution * to
aspeedy and successful termination,” was passed
“ith preat unanimity by Congress, there being but |
ko nezative woles in the Senate, and b{llg fourteen
sethe House of Representatives. )
Tite eximence of the war having thus been de-.
‘lared by ‘Congress, it became my duty, wider the
" tvistitution and the faws, to ¢ondpet and proseente
§ - 1= This duty has been performed ; and thotigh. dt
*rery stage of its progress, 1" have manifested a-
willin:mess 1o terminate it by a just pence, Mexico
1as refused to accede to dny terms which could’be
fecepted by the United States, consistgntly with the

hational hanor 'and jniterest, g
' rapid and brilliant successes of our, arms,
and the vay exteqt of the enemy's territory which
,hf" been averrun and conquered, before the close!
-0/ the last ression of Congress, wers fully known!
o that bady. .*Since that titne, the ‘war has been
Progecuted with i creased enerzy, and | am gratified
10 stam with 2 » which commands uaiversal,|
_ ¥midion. Hidiory presents no parallel of 80 ma-
' %0 glorious victoties achieved by any bation with-
M 50 short a period. Our army, regulars an
"lunieers. have covered . themselves-with imper-
thable honora. Whenever-and wherever our for:
¢ have encountered the enemg, though hie was
I-vastly superior numbers, and often; entrene
X0 fonified. positions of his own. selection, and o
freal strength, he has been dgfeated. "Too much |
Praise capnot be bestowed ufam our officets and
wen, regulars -and voluriteers, for their gallantry,
Uiserpline, jdllomitable conrage and persevemnce,
Useeking the post ofidanger, and vieing with each
dber in their deeds of noble daring. - !
¢ e every. pariot’s heart must exult, anda
'St vational pride.animate every bosom, in behold-

g the high - ool of courage, consummate milita.,
3{3“& sieady discipline, and heinanity to the van.
Asfie

enemy exhibited by ou 'gallant army, the

\
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¥ REGARDLESS OF DUNUNCIATION FROM ANY QUAATER.”

nation is_calied 10 moum ovér the loss of many
brave officers and soldiers who bave fallen in de-
fence of their conntry’s honor and interests. . The
brave dead met their melancholy fate in a foreign
land, nobly discharging their duty, and’ with*their
country’s flag waving triumphanily in the face of
the foe. “Their patriotic dee(rs are justly appreciat-
ed, and will long be remembered»gs"lheir gratefol
countrymen. e ntal care ‘of the govem-
ment they loved and served should be extended to
their surviving families. SN

f%he;-tly after theé adjoumm;nilt of the Jagt session
o zress, the ifying intelligence was receiv-
ed o?nt}':e ignal v«,::gg;g? Buena Vista aad of the
fall of the city of Vera Cruz, and with it the strong
¢astle of 8an Juan .de Ulloa, by which it \was de-

¢esses, ro honorable to our armis and so disastrous

suother opportuaity, if she thought proper to em-
brace it, to enter iuto negotiations for peace, a com-
nissioneér was appointed to proceed to the head-
quarters of our army, with full power to enter upon
negotiations, and to conclude a just and honorable
treaty of peace. :

He was not directed to meke any. new overtures
-of peace, but was the bearer of a despatch from the
Secretary of §tate of the Uniteil States to the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, in reply to one
received Yrom the latter of the twenty-second of
Febroary, 1847, 4n which the Mexicdn government
was informed of his appointment,“and of his pres-
ence at-the headqparters of our army, and thaf he
wag invésted with full powers to conclude a deli-
nite treaty of peace, whenever the Mexican govem.
ment might signify a desire to do so. While I'was
unwilling to subject the United States 1o anotherin-
‘dignantgefusal, I was resolved that the exils of the
wir shovld not” be prottacted a day longer than

-micht be rendered . absolutely fiecessary by the

z\iéxic:,m government. .

€are was taken to give no instructions to the
commissioner which could in any w?ay intefere
With our military operations, or relax our energies
in the prodecution of the war. He possessed no
authorilysin dny manner to control these operations.
He was nuthorized to exhibit his instruetions to the
General in command of théarmy ¢ awd in the event
of » treaty being concluded and ratitied on the part
of Meaico, he wis directed to give notice of that
fact. On the happening of such coalingency, and
on receiving notice thereof, the General in com-
mand was instructed by the Secrétary of War to
suspend firther active military opetations until fur-
ther orders.  These instructions were given with a
view to intermit hostilities, until the -treaty thus ra-
tified by Meaico could be transmitted to- Washing-
ton, and receive the action of the Government of
thé United ftates, - :

The cofnmissiorier was also direeted; on reachiug.
the army, to deliver to the General in command the
despatch hich he bore from the Secretary of State -
to the Minister of Foreign' Affairs of Mexico, and,
on receiving it, the General was instructed by the
Secretary of War to cause itto be transmitted to
the commander of the Mexican forces, with a re-
quest that it might be communicated 10, his gotem-
ment. . i

The commissioner did not reach the head-quar-
ters of the army nntil afler anothes brilliant victory
had erowned our arms at Cerro Gordo. )

The despatch which he bore from the Secretary
of AVar to the General iu command’ of the army,
was received by that officer, then at Jalapa, on the
‘seventh day of May, 1847, together with the des

atch from the Secretary. of State,to the Minister of
g‘oreign' Affairs of Mexico, having been tfansmitted
to him from Vera Cruz. The commissioper arriv-
ed al the head-quarters of the atmy a sfeyw days af-
terwands. His presence with the army dnd his di-
plomatic character were made knownto the Mexi-
can government from. Puebla, on the twelfth of June,
1847, by theégransmissioh of the despatch from the
Secretary of Stiate to the Minister of Foreign Af-

airs of Mexico, ' '

Many weeks eln{)sed afler. its receipt, and no
overtures were made, nor was any desire expres-
sed by the Mexican government to enter into nego-
Tiations for peace.
~ Ourarmy pursued its march upon the tapital,
nnd, as it approached it, was et by formidable re-
sistance.  Our forces first eggountered the enemy,
and achieved signal victories in the severely con. .
tested battles of Contreras and Churybusco. Tt was
not until after these nctions had resulted in decisive
victories, and thé capial of the enemy was within
our power. that the Mexican government manifes
tedfany disposition to enter into negotiations for
| pedce. and even then, as events have proved, there
18 too much reason to believe they were insincere,
and that in agreeing to go.through the forms of ne-
gotiation, the object was to gain time to stréngthen
tire defence of thieir capital, and to prepare for fresh
rasistance. . '

I The General in commind qf the army deemed
fit expedient to suspend hostililies temporarily, by
eutering into an armistice, with a view to the open-
ing of négoliations. Commissiouers were appoint-
e on the past of Mexico, to meet the commissioner
on the part of the United Siates. The result of the,
conferengd which, took place hetween these fune-
tionaties of the tivo goVémments was a failare to
conclude a treaty of peace. .

| The commissioner of the United States took with
him the project of a treaty :ﬁroady prepared, by the
terms of which the indemuity réquired by the Uni-
ted Stales was a cession of territory.

¢It is well known that the oniy indemnity which
it i in the power of Mexico to make in satisfaction
of the jnst bnd long-deferred claims of our citizens
against her, andl the only means by which she can
reimburse the United States for the expenses of the
'war, is a cession to the United States of a portion
of her territory. ~ Mexico bas no money to pay, and

| 0o theans of making the required indemnity. 1f

we refuse this, we can obtain nothing else. To re-.
jeet indernity, by refusing4q acoept a ecssion of
territory, would be to abandon all our just demands
and wage the war, bearing all expenses, without a
purpose or definite object. :

isting between the belligtrents, and a trealy of

peace puts an end to alf claims for indemnity—for

tortious acts commitied, under the authority of one

government a&ainst the citizens or subjects of an-
e

other, vnless they are provided for in its sti

fions. A treaty of peacg which would lmﬁ':é
the existing war, without - proyiding for indemnity,
would enable L{exico——the acknowledged debtor,
and herself the aggressor in the war—to " relieve
herself from her jost liabilities, By sucH a treaty,
our citizens, who hold yist demands asainst her,
would-have no remedy.

d | théir-own govemment.. Our duty 1o thesa citizens

must-forever prevént.such & peace, and no treaty
svhich does not provide ample means of discharg-
ing these demands ¢an receive my sanction.

A treaty of peace should setle all existing dife
 ferences )between the two coontries. If an ade-
" quate’ cession of territory should be made, by such
a treaty, the United States should release Mexico
from, all her labilities, and assume- their ent
to-our own citizens. if, i ‘of this, the United
Sates were to conserit toa by which Mexico
should again engage to pay the heavy amount of
indebtedness which a just indemuity to’our govem.
ment and our citizens wonld impose on her, it is
notorious that sheé does not p the rheans to
meet such an nndertaking. -From sach a treaty no
result could be anticipated, but the same irmritating

3

3
'

t,

jended.  Believing that afier these and ofber suc- | 1h

o Mexico, the period was propitiaus to 4fford her

| contributions which

A state of war sbrogales treaties previously es- |

, either against -Mexico ot
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disappointiifents which have heretofore attended
the_violations!of similar treaty stipulations’ on the
part of Mexico. Such a treaty would be but atem.-
porary cessation of hostilities, without the restora-’
tion of the friendship and good nnderstanding which
should characterize the future intercourse between
the two countries. ’ o

That Congress contemplated the acquoisition of
territorial indemnicy. when that body made provi-
sion for the prosecation of the war, is obvions.—
Congress could not have mennt—when, m May,
1846, they appropriated ten millions of dollars, and
authorized the Presideat 10 em loy the militia and
naval and military forces ofther United States, and
to'accept the services of fifty Thousand volunteers;
1o énable him to prosecute tge war; and when, at
eir last seasion, and after our army-had invaded
Mexico, they made. additional appropriations, and
authorized the raising of additional troops for the
same purpose——ihat no indemnity\wnsloa obtain-
ed from Mexico at the conclusipn of the war; and
yet it was centain that, if no Mexican tenitory was
acquired, no indemnity could be obtained. -

tis farther manifest that Congress contemplated
territorial indemnity, from the fact that at their Jast
session, an act was passed, upon the Executive re-
commendalion, appropriating three millions of dol-

was made ¢ {0 enable the” President to conclade a
treaty of peace, limits aud bocndaries with the re-
public of Mexico, to be used by him in the event
that said treaty, when signed by the authorized
azents of the two govemnments, and duly mtified by
Mexico, ehall call for the e nditure of the sume,
orany part thereol” The object of asking this ap-
propriation.was distinctly stated in the several mes-
sages on the subject which I commaunicated to Con-
gress. Similar appropriations made in 1803 and
1806, which were referréd to, tvere intended to be
applied in. part considerstion for the cession of
Louisiana and the Floridas.

" In like manner it was anticip: ted that, in setling
the terms of a treaty of “ limits and boundaries™”
with Mexico, a cession of territory estimated 1o bo
of greater value than the amount of our demands
against her might be obtained ; and that the prompt
payment of this sum—in pant consideration for the
tervitory ceded—on the .cenclusion of a treaty, and |
its ratifieation on her part, might be an inducement |
with her to make sach a cession of territory ‘as
would be satlsfactory to the United States.  And al-
though the failure to conclude such a treaty has ren-
dered it unnecessary to use any part of the three
millions of dollars appropriated by that act, and the
entire sum remains in the treasury, it is still appli-
cable to that object, should the contingency occur
making such application proper. . .

.The doctrine of no ternlory is the doctrine of no
indemuity ; and, if sanctioned, would be a pubtic
acknowledgement that our country was wrong, and
that the war declared by Congress with extraordi-
nary unanimity, was unjnst, and should be abandon-
ed ; an admissior unfounded in fact, and degrading
1o the national character.

The terms of the treaty protposqd by the United
States were not: only jusi to Mexico, but, considedy
ing the character and amount of our claims, the un-
justbiable and unprovoked commencement of hos-
tilities by her, the expense of the war to which we

tended our arme, were deemed to be of & most lib-
eral character. ’ )

- The commissioner of the U. States was anthorized
1o agree to the establishment of the Rio Grande ns.
the boundary, frdm its entrance into the Gulf to 1ts
intersection with thé southern bnundary of New
Mexico, in north latitude about thirty-two degrees,
and to obtain a cession to the United States of the
provinces of New Mexico and the Califarnias, and-
the privilege of the right of way across the isthrus
of Tehuantepec. The boundary of the Rio Grande,
and the cession to the United States of New Mexi-
co and Upper Culifornia, condlituted an  ultimatum
which our commissioner was, under no ciccamstan.
ces lo yield.

That it might be manifest not_only to Mexicn,
but to all other nations, that the U, States were not
disposed to take adwantaze of a feeble power, by
insisting upon wresting from her all the other pro;
vinces, including many of her principal towns and
cities, which we had’jconquered and heid in our
military occapation, but were willing to concludé a
treaty In 2 spirit of liberality, our commissioner was
authorized to stipulate for the restoraton to Mexico
of all our other conquests.

As the territory to be acquired by the boundary
propased might be estimated to be of greater value
than a fair equivalent for our just demands, our com-
missioner was anthorized to stipulate for the pay-
ment of such additional pecuniary consideration as
was deemed reasonable. L
" The terms of a treaty proposediby the Mexican
commissioners were wholly inadmissible. They
negotiated as if Mexico were the victorions; and
not the vanquished party. They mist have known
that their nltimatom could neyer be sccepted. It
required the United States to ember Texas, by
surrendering to Mexico that part of the territory of
that Siate lying between the Nueces and the Rijo
Grande i_hcfl—xldcd within . her limits by her laws
when she was an independent republic, and when
she was annexed to the United States, and admit-
ted by Congress as one of the States of our {"njon.

It contained no provision Ior the payment by
Mexico of the just claims of ourcitizens.” It reqnir-
ed indemuity to Mesican citizens for injuries they
may have sustained by our troops in the prosecu.’
tion of the war. It demanded the rizht for Mexico
to levy and collect the Mexicim tarift of duties on
goods impotted into her ports while in our milita.rﬁ
occtpation during the war, and the owners of whic
had paid 1o ofhicers of the U. States the military
been levied upon them ;
aud it offered to cedo 1o the United States, fora pe-
cuniary consideration, that part of Upper California
lying north of latitude thirty-seven degrees. Such
were the unreasonaible terms proposed by the Mexi-
can Commissioners. : .

The cession to the U. States by Mexico, of the
proviuces of New Mexico and the Californias, as
proj it

posed by the commissioner of the U.
was bélieved; wonld be more in accordance with
the convenience and interess of both nations, than
any qiher cession of territory which it was proba-
ble Mexico could be ind to make. .
It is manifest to all who have observed the ac--
tual - condition of.-nl:iw Mexican g:fmgem, pfz
some years id al present, if these p
vincesyahouﬁl.n’ be retaingd by her, she could not
long confinge 10 hold and ‘govera .them. Mexico
is too. feeble a power to govern these provinces,
lying as they do, at a distance of more than agigm‘-
sand miles” from Her capital, and, if attempled to
be retained by her, theywould constitute bt for a
very short time, even nominally, a part of -her-do-
e 14 espocially be (b case with Uppe]
__ This woul ly be_ the case w; pper
Califomia. The sagacily of powerful Earopean na-
tions has long - since duecleHexr attention to the
commeércial importance of that province, and there
c::n be 1llinlé doutnt that the moment the }_T S(am;
shall relinquish their present sation of it; an
their cisim to it as an indemnity, an effort would be;
made by some foreign Power to possess it. eitlier
by congnest, or by purchase, 1f no foreign -
emment should acquire it in either of these modes
an independent revoluhonary government. woul
probably be establishéd by “the inhabitants, and
soch foreigners as may remain in or rentove to the

e

lars with that express object. This appropriation | San

have been subjacted, and the success which had at- | th

rome el e

ted States have abandoned it. Such a govémment
would be too feeblo long to muintain it$ separate
independent existence, and would finally become
annexed to, of be a dependent colony of some mor
powerful State. ) ; .

Should any foreign govemment altempt to pos-
sess it as a colony, or ofherwise to incorporate it
with jtsclf, the principle avowed by President Mon-
roe in 1824, and re-affirmed in 1y first annual
message, that no foreizn power shall. with our cou-
sent, be permitted to plant or establish any new
colony or dominion on any partof the North-Armeri-
can continent, must be maintained. It maitain.
ing this principle, and m rexisting it iuvasion by
any foreign power, ‘we might be involved in othe
wars more expensive and more difficalt tha
in which we are now engaged. -

The arovinces of New Mexico a
hiasare contiguous lo the territorjes’of the United
States, and if brought under th Yovemment of our
laws, their resources—mineral, agricultural, mano-
tretaring aud commercial—would soon bé devel-
opex, .

_Upper Californja i« bounded on the narth by oor
Oregpn possessions, amd if held by the U, Siates,
would soon be seitled by a hardy, enterprising and
intellizent portion of our population, - The bay of
Francisco, and other harbors along the Cali-
fornian const, wonld afford shelter for our navy, for
our nurherous whale ships, and other merchant ves-
selz employed in the Picific ocean, and would, in
a short period, become the marts of an extensive
and profitable commerce with Chinn, and other
countriea of the Enst. -

These advantages, in which the whale commer.
cial world would ' panicipate, would ot once be se-
cured to the United Statex by the cession of thia ter-
ritory ;; while it is certain ‘that, as long as it remains
a part of the Mexican dominions, they can be en-
joyed neither by Mexico bersell; nor by any other
nation.

New Mexico is a frontier province. and has nev.
er been of any considerable value to Mexico. From
its locality, it'is naturally connected with our west-
em setilemnents.  The teritorial lumats of the Nute
of Texas, too, as defined by her laws before ber ad-
wission into our Union, embrace all that portion of
New Menxico lying east of the Rio Grande, while
Mexico still claims to hold this territory asapart of
her doininions.  The adjnstment of this question of
boundary, is important. )

There is another consideration which induced the
belief that the Mexican govetnment might even de-
sire to place this province under the protection of
the Government of the Unjted States. Numerous
bands of fierce and warlike ravages wander over ity
and upon its bordert : Mexico has been, and- mast
continue to be, too feeble to restrain them from com-
mitting depredations, robberies, and murders, not
only upon the inbabitants of New Mexico itself,
but upon those of the ather Northem States and
Mexico. It would be a blessing to all these Notth-
emn Statesto have their citizens protected against
them by the power of the United ‘States. At this
moment many Mexicans, principally temales and
children, are” in captivity among them. If New
Mexico were held and govemed by the U. States,
we could etfectually prevent these tribes from com-
milfing such outrages, and compel them to release
ese ciptives, and restore them 1o their families
and friends.

In proposing to acquire New Mexico and the
Californias, it was known that but an inconsidera.
ble portion of the Mexican people would be trans-
ferred with them, the country embraced ithin
these proviuces being chietly of.an uninhabited re-
gion,

These were the leading considerations which in-
duced me to authorize the terms of peace which
were proposed to Mexico. They were rejected :
and negotiations beipg at an end, hostilities were
renewed. An assailt was made our gallant
army ‘upon the strongly fortitied places near the
sates of the city of Mexico, and upon the cily it-
sell: and after several days of severe conflict, the

e Califor-

Mexican forces, vasly superior in nomber to our
own. were drivén from the city and it was oceupi-
ed by our .

Imroediately .afier information was received of
the unfavorable result ofthe negetiations, believing
that his continued presence with the army could
be productive of a0 good, I determined to recall our.
commissioner. A despaich to thiseflect was trans-’
mitted to him on the sixth of October last. The
Mexipan gotemment witl be informed of his recal} *
and that in the existing stiite of things, { shall not
deem it proper to make apy further overturds of

. peace, but shall be at all times ready to receive

and consider any proposals which may be made
by Mexico. .

Since the liberal proposition of the U. States was
authorized to be made in April last, arge expendi-
tures have been incurred, and the precious blood of
many of our patriotic fellow-cltizens has béen shed
in the prosecution of the war. Thiscobsideration,
and the obstinate perseverance of Mexico in pro-
tracting the war, must influence theterms of peace
whith it may be deemed proper hbseitiér to ae-
cept.

Our arms having been everywhere victorions,
having subjected to-our military occupation a large
portion of the enemy’s country; including hiscapi-
tal,.and négotiations for peace having fuiled, the
impodan! questions arise—In what manner the war
ought to be prosecuted ! And what should be our
future policy ? I cannot doubt that we should se-
cure and render available the conquest which we
have-already made; and that, with this view, we
should hold-and occupy, by our naval and milita-
ry forces, all the ports, towns, cities, and provin-
ces now in our occupalion, or which may hereaf:
ter full into our possession ; that we shoold prea¢
forward our military operations and levy such mili!
tary contributions on enemy as may, as far as
practicable, defray the foture expenses of the war.
. Had the government of Mexico acceded tdthe
equitable and liberal terms proposed, that mode of
adjustment wonld have been preferred. - Mexico
hating declined tp do this, and failed to offer an
other terms which could be accepted by the United |
Btates, the national honor, no less than the public
Intérests, veqoires that the war should be proseco-
ted with increased enerry mtnd powér tntil a Ju
and safj pesce can be obtained. In “the
mean time, as Mexico refuses ail indemnity, we
should adopt measures to _indemnify ourselves,
*ppropriating, permanently; & portion of her
tory. Eady the commencement of the war,
New Mexico and the Californias rere laken pos-
session of by our forces, Our.military and naval
corimanders weére ordered td conquerand hold
thiem, subject ¥ be-disposed of by & treaty of pescs:
' Thees é provinces' v now b "dur uridisputed oe.
cupatiofi, iind have been so for many months ; al}
resistance on the part of Mexico having ceased

shogld

within their-limits, satjsfied that the

ngter be surrendé 1:'&!%0 &m&m

concur, with- gim%w opiniof, and that they shoald

be relaxﬁecf% the' U. ‘States’ as’ indemnity, Ican’

perceive wo 'iud% redson  why the tivil juciediction
e

and laws of' . States shonld not af once be ex-
tended over them. Fo wait for & treaty of .peace,
such.as we are willing'to make, by . whieh our re.
lalions towarda them would nat be cannot,
beiﬁmd policy ; whilst our own i aud that,
of the people inhabiting them, requirethat a stable,
responsible; and free government under our apn.'
xhoﬁ:%;hm{m, ds soon a3 possible, be esfablished,
over them. " ; )

country, as soon &s it shall be known that the Uni- ,

just hb‘ntrary
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these provinces permanently, and that they shali
hereufier be considered as cunstituent parts” of onr
couutry, the early establistfmeut of - territorial g
erumuents over them will be impartant for t
perfect protection of persons and propertys and i re
commend that such territorial govenfinents be ge.
edablished. [t will promote ‘e and trangifinty
amony the inhabitants, by alldviuzall apprehension
that they may still entostrin of .being ugain subject-
i) 10 the junsdictiondf Mesico, | invitethe carly
and favorable cofisideration ef Congress to this im-
portant subj !
Resi

t. .o
New Mexico a~d the Califoruias, there
ther Mexikan provinces whith have been ity
need lo our possession by conquest. - These other
Mexican proviuees are now govemed by our mili.
tary and naval conimauders, vader the general aue
tharity which is conferred upen a congueror by the
laws of war. They, should continue to be beld s
a means of coereing Mexico to accedeto just terms
-of peace.  Civil as well as military oflicers are re-
quired to conduct such a governaent. .Adequ.atc
compensalion to be drawn from tontributions lev ied
ou the enemy showd be fixed by law for such offi-
cers as may be thus employed. What mnbcf

QA

dispasition it may b¢ preper to make of them, wus |
depeunil on the future progress of the war, and the |
course which Mexico may thivk proper hercafier
1o pursue.

With the views 1 entertain, 1 cannot favor the
policy which has beeu suggested, either to withdiaw,
our army altogether, orto retire to a designated line,
and simply hold and defend it. To withdmw our
army altogether from the conquests they have made
by deeds of unparalleled bravery, and at the ex-
pense of 20 much blood and treasure, iu a just war
on our part, and one which, by the act of the ene-
my. we could not honorably have avo'ded; wotfld
be to degrde the nation in'its own estithation and
in that of the world, ’ :

To retire 10 a line, and simply hold and (Jdefei!
it wonld not terminate the war. On the contrary,
it would encouraze Mezico to persevere, and 1entl
to protract it indefinitely. ,

tis not to be expected that Mexico, after refu-
sing to esiablish such a line as a permanent bound-
ary, whenh our victorious army are in possession of
her capial, and in the heart of her country, wartt
permit us to hold it without resistance. That che
would continne the war, and in the most harmss.
ing and annoying forms, there can be no doabt,
A border warfare of the most snvnae eharacter, ex:
tending over along line, would be unceasingy
‘waged. It would require a lidrze army to be kept
constantly in the field, stationed at posts and gar-
risons elong soch a line, 10 protect and defend 1t

The enemy, relieved from the presstire “of onr
arms on his coasts and in the populous parts of the
interior, would direct his attentfon to this line, and,
selecting an isolated post for attack, would con.
centrate hia forces upon jt. ‘This would be a con-
dition of affairs whichthe“Mexicans, pursuing their
favorite system of guerilla warfare, would probably
prefer to any other. Were we to assume a defen-
sive aftitade on such a line, all the advantages of
such a state of war would be on the side of the
enemy. We couldlevy no contributions npon him,
orin any other way make him feel‘the presence
ot the war, but must remain inactive apd await bis
approach, being in constant uncertainty at what
point on the line, or at what time, he might make
an assqult.” , ) 3

He may -assemble and/orzanize an overwhelm.
ing force i the interior, o his own side of the line,
and, concealing his purpose, make a sudden assauit
upon some one of our posts so distant from any
ather as tq prevent the possibility of timely suceor
or reinforcernents; and m this way our gallant ar-
my would be esposed 1o the danger of being cut
ofl in detnil ; or if, by their unequalled bravery and
prowess, every where exhibited during this war,.
they should repulse the enemy, their numbers sta-!
tioned at any one post may be 1oo emall to pursue

im. s

If the enemy be repuised in one attack, he woillt
have nothing to do but 19 retreat 1o his own side af
the line, an!?i being in no fear of a-pursuing army,
may reinforce himsell at leisure, for another attack
on the same or some other post. He tay, too,
cross the line between our, posts, make rapid in-
cursions into ‘the ‘country which we hold, marder
the inkabitants; comtinit depredations on them. and
then tetreat to the interior before a sufficient force
can be coucentrated to pursue him. Such would
probably be the harrassing character of a mere de:
fensive war on oug part. o

If our forces, when attacked, or threatened with
attack, be permitted to cross the line, dnve back the
enemy, and conqyier him, this would be again to jn-
vadd the éﬁéi'f)g‘ﬁ'coilmry, afiér having loxt 1 the
adviintages of the conquest we have already made

v

by havh}xgi voluntarily abandoned them. To hold
such a lige successfully and in security, it is far

from beingcestain that It would not tequire as large
an army a8 would be necessary to h

prosecum? of the war i the heart of the endiy’s
coantry. (It is also far from being certain that the
expenses bf the war would be diminished by such a'

Yam persnaded that the best means of vindica-
ting the national honor and interest, and of bring-
ing the \v&r to an honorable closz, will be to prose-
cute it with increased energy and power inthe vital
parts. of ag enemy’s count o , .

"In my anonnal messaze to Congress of Pecember
last, 1 dedlared that « the war has not been “waged
with a view to to ccnquest s but having been com.
menced iy Mexico, it has begn carried ito the en-
emy's conpt?', and will be vigorgudy prosecuted
thére, with 4 ¢itw 10 obtain an honorable peace
and the bg secure ample +udemnily for the ex-
penses ;3 the war, as well as/to our much injured
citizens, swho hoid pecunt demands against
Mexico.® SicH Ini iy jtidgment; conitinies to
our true policy—indeed, the only ;;olicy which will
probably secure a permanent peace. . ' |
. It had never been contemplated by me, as an ob-
ject of the war, 10 make a permanent conquest of
the republic of Mexico, or to annihilate her sepa- |
rate exia&n%;sasvnn independent nation. On the’

, it Hfits Bver been my desire that she should |
maintain her mationality, and, undér a good govem. .
ment adapted to her.gondition, be a.free, indepen-.

present war. In‘its prosecption we:
seek not her.overthrow as a ndion‘;’bnt, in ¥indi |
¢ating ouz national honor, we seek 1o obtain zedm-g

e el e
und , arisen from the at Mexico
betmbo'lons:é held iu!fam A

military usorper after

o

ubjection by 6rie ‘faction vr

8
Should Congress, therefore, dem-mme_j't tQ hold

another, and such has beeri

the condition of iusecurity. in which -their succes:

1

L

provision may become necessary, and what fal |,

‘}ust our differénces_ twith.

“United States on the sabject of

Aovernments have been phvebd, thm éaek has
o deterred fom making péace] Ist for this very
caure, a rival fuction arght exped ﬁx‘fmm power.
Sueh'was wie-loe of President Herrera's aidmin.
iMetion in 1835, for being disposed evén to.listen

5=

10 the overtures of fhe United 8 ales to prevent the -

war, as i~ fully conlirmed by the official correspan-

dence which i6ok place in the mopth of Angust fast

between him and his govemmetitf a copy of which
is hgewilh commimicalbd. “Foq this cadie dlohe,
the tevolution which displac&! him frgm potwer was
set pn foot” by General Putévies, Such fay be
tho jcoudit on of wsecirity of -the
mey ’

well-disposed inhabitants of Aexiconré convineed
that it is trne interest of their coyntry w0 conclude
an honatable peace with the United Sutes ; but the
apprehension of becoming the vic itus of somg mil-
Hary feetion of nsteper miav have prevénfed thew.
from manifesting théir feelings by any poblic acr.
The removal of any such apprehdnsion would pro-
bably cause them 10 speak their sentiments freely,
and o adopt the. measores necessiry for the, resto-
ration of peave. . it ) .
With a pebple distracted amd diyided by conténity
g factions, aid a government sibject 0 constant
changes, by successive revolntiops, the cotinued
successes of our arms may fail to secure a satistac-
tory peace. In such event. it may become proper
for our commanding generat in the tield to give en-
chitrzeptent and agsirance of proteclion to the
fribnds of peucé in Mexico in the establishment and
mnintetance of a free republican government of
thielr . own choice, able an wilting to conclude »
peace which-would be just to them, and secure to
us the indemnity we demand. ‘ .
This may become the only ujo(fc ‘of cbtahiing
such a prace.  Should.such be the result, the war
which ‘.Géxf‘cn has forced upon u3 would thus be
eonveried into an enduring blessing o hewsell —
After finding her 10m and di~trapted by factions,
ad ruled by military usurpers, wd should then leave
ker s>#h a republicau governmétin the enjoy meft
of reul independence. 'and domesic peace and prod-
perity, pe'rllnrming all_her relative duties in the
greal family of nations;amd promdting her awn hap-
iness by wise laws and their fajthiful excutign.

f, after atording this encours rement and pro-
tection, and after all the persevering and sincere ef-
forts we have made, from the |moment Mexico
commenced the war, ‘and r,;rim: o that {ime, 1o ady.,

o

, then swe shall have exha ; 3
leans in pursuii of peace; and must contivlie to
accupy her country with ouér roops, taking the full
wieasure of indempity into, our{ own hands, and
raust enfirie the. térms whith ofir honor demands.

T8 &€t otherwise, in the eisting state” of things

in Mexico, and'to wilhdraw our army-without 3
peace, would not eonly. léaye jall the” wrongs of
which e complain uiredivssed, but would be the
sighal for new and flerce divil dissensions and
new revelutions—all alike hostite to peacefut refa-
tions with the United States.™ .
Besideés, théve is ' danger, iq our -troops Wwere
withdrawa before #t pbace was toncluded, that he
Mexican people wearied with suecessive revolutions
and deprived of protection for their persons and pro-
perty, migltt gt lengthbe incfintd to vield to foreign
nfluences, and to cast themselves into the arms of
sdme European monnarch for protection from the
anarchy and suffering which wpuold énsué. ‘This,
for our own safety, and in parapance of oar estab-
lisheil policy~we' should .be coppelled to resist.—

We could never consent that México shouldbe thus

converted irto o mdirarchy governed by a foreigir
prince. : . )
Mexico is our. near neighbor, and her boundaries

are co-terminois with out own,/throtizh the whole

présent govem- .

fere cafl be' n doult that 1§ peaceable’ and

~ted all I‘ioh%tg i

extemt geross (e North Amiérican_eontinent, from -

ocean to ozean.  Beth politically and éc mercially

‘we have-the deepest interest fn her regeneration -

and nity.  Indeed, it is irppossible that, with
iy qust regtard to our own eafety, we can never be:,
come indifferent to her fate.” . . i

- It nitety be tm thie.Mexican government and peo--

gle bave misconstrijed or misgnderstood our for-
. e, and out objécts, in desiring to conclude
an amicable ailjustment ofhel existing diflerencea
between the two comntries. . ey may have sop-
posed that we wonld submit to térms desrading to
the nation s or they may have dfawn false infer-
ences from the shpposed division of opinion in the
the war; and may
have caleulated to gnin much by ~profracting it ;——
and, indeed, that we might ullimately abandon it
altbgether, withont nsisting on' any indemmity, ter-
titorial or othierwise. . Whatever may be the fake
impressions under which they have acted the adop-
tion and proseemion of the énergetic policy pro<
posed must indeceive them, = . -

" In the future proscutitti of the war, the enemy
musl be made o feel its pressiire mors
havt lerétofore done. Atits commencement, it was
deemed proper to conduet it in a spirit of forbear-

state of wae twodld petmit, the mass 6f the Mexi-.
can popolitich :to Convincé thém that the war was’
waged dof against the peaceful inhabitants of Mexi-
co, bt against their faithless jovernment, which
had eommeénced hostilities; 1d- remove from their
smiods the falre impréssions which their designing
and interested suters had " apfully attempted to
make, that the %ar oh oitr part'ivas one ofconquest ;
thiat 31 wos a wardimmingt thoit religion amad their
charches,| whica weie to bedesecrated and over-
thrown; and that thetr rights of person ad private
pr?erty would be violated,

6 remove these false impressions, our-com.
manders in the field were directed ecropulonsly 1o
respect their religion, their |churches and lg'eir

chtirch property, which were fin no manner to be .

vioiated ; they ‘were directed | also to ect the
Iﬁhﬁs of person and property of all who chotid frot
take up anns against us. - | . e
Assucances to this effect wee given 1o the Mexi:
can people by Major General aylor, in a procla-
malion issyed in pursnance of stritctions frdin_the
Secretary of War, in the menth of June, 1816, and

again by Major General Scott] ‘who geted Hie
own convictions of the prépriety 6f issuini it i a

proclamation of the eleventh
In this spirit of liberality
with # Yiew to|prevent the” Hody of ‘the' Mexican

produce e desired
Lﬂioa‘:

-eflet upon the Mexican ;L

"~WHile the war hail pe o

ted from the main body ofthe army ; bands of guers
rilleros and robbers infested -thé . romds, - ha

our trains, and, whenever it was in their powér, cut
off ous supplies. e -
[SEE FOURTH PAGE.)

than they -

all the con- | ance ang jberality. With this end in view; eary -
quest we have already made,” and to continte the L measures were adopted to conbiliate, as far as a

EﬂMn}‘, 1847, )
d ¢oncifiation, and.

deut and prosperops republic. The United States ({-population frofn taking o ¢ affuinst us, wras thg
were the first amoog the natiops 1o recagnize ber| war;-egahugd on omg ya‘r’t. ‘rogﬁt_izji“:’nd ‘other
independence, and have always désired 1o be on,| supplies fupmished to our army by MésScan citizens
terms of wmity and sood“'ﬂhgw with hér.=s | wete paid for a1 faic and liberal prices agreéd upon
iy b T A e compeed ] e, Al e i 0 8
A ol it 'y rent that { assarinéek whi is
engage in the : mﬂ&‘ﬁ'ﬁalm?;ﬁahad failed* v 1

for the wrongs she has done us, and indemuity fof. | aceprd to the mbst hnmank ; ciple
g ol it L e ol | el i v WU
J0morao\e peace ; Snd.-thal pesce inupl bring wt .!?2} ¢ Jifferefit spivit ob the pan bf Mexico?  Not. #p.
ey o oo pess e i el o i R
Hitherto' Métx Oh%mﬂwpodﬁepﬁﬁ genefally bicaiié hostité to 1 ﬁnix"e&"%xm, and .
which suclra peace:co bo obtaitied: - " avnjlen iliemeelves of every ppporfunity to commit

Wihilst mnxg.ln_ve advanced from . vietory! | the - 03t kavge excessess Dpon ourtroops. Large
to victory, from hé commecmeént of the war,. it | namibers of the population took up arms; and, en-
has always been with the olive branch of i ing in gueriila warfare, yobbexrand urdered in
their pands;gnd it has been in the potwer of Mﬂi} 'm cruel manner individaal soldicrs, or small
co, al ‘every step, to-arrest hostilities by acceptingit, | parties; whom aceident or otlier causes had separa-

T et .
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