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WEDNESDAY. MARCH 17, 1847.

Speech of Mr.“\\" ilmot, of Pennsylvania,

his Anzendmient restricting .Slnver
O o Territory Dereafier acquired, ©

Delivered in the House of Representatives of the United
Neates, February 8, 1847,

The Houce being in Commitiee of the Whole on the
.sate of the Union upan the Three Million Appropria-
von Bilb—Mr. WILMOT addressed the committee
£ tuliows: : .
Mr. Citairnax :—I suppose it will be pro-

. per tor me 1o notify the committee that 1 intend

w0 move o 2mend the bill now under cousidera-

uon, by the additional secuon which has been
read, wihout designayng the particular place

1 the il where 1 desire it to stand. 1 do not

wish to deprive the gentleman from'-erginia,

(Mr. Dromgoole.) or any one else, of the op-

- porinity to move auy ameudment to this bill ;

but ] am embarrassed by the rules of the House,

“wikt whieh Fam but hinle acquainted,) and I .

vo ot mtend to surrender, or be deprivid of

te floor. | wisheto be heard upon 1his qiies-
wonyan 1] cannot eonsent 1o yicld to the gen- -
tem s from Virginia, and thereby be deprived, :

T by e operatton of some parhiamentary rule,

ot an epporiguny of vindicating s amend-

weit, sud the posiion 1 eccupy before the

Howte and the coumry. It s my privilege,

sronismy dutv, to Justife myself upon this

fementouy question § 1o vindieate the stand |
wove Lehenyand tha ) am resolved o maratam,

1 am uut one of those who move without reflec-
«ay vt chunge without reason.  In the dis-

searge of my duty, si, I have stond alone

wony dodegation on s floor ; on that
tsenty 81T, i support of the great leading
maure of this adunnistration,  Now, s, af

i doegation choose o change their action, |

vodi not shre K from theerespousitishits of again

sia 'y alone, even i oppostien to the wish-

e ol diat Adinmistravon, the genera! poliey of -

sarch Lapprove. Entrenchéd behind the right, |

Loathe [ ()““‘l‘l’s nor prl'ul'lpul|l|e~—-lhlngsu.'

jreseak, ror things w come! —shall change iy :

purpase, or swerve me from my object,  Sir,
te Listory of my publhizlife will be brief. The '
i-2m upun whieh itis written shall bear recor
aei Lrted the part of a fearless Represenia.
tie, that [ took my posstion upon great na-

10 guesitons alter, mature deliberattan, god

wewned it wuh the ﬁrm‘ne;s anid cunsnSlum‘y ;

TN -

e uil be recollecied by all present. that, |
ot v Dntaession of Congress, an amendment
wearevad by e tea Biitof the sumecharac.
castoasan the torm of a proviso, by which

e voslould be excluded trom any terriory
toine bt subseguently be acquired by the
U sters from the Republie of Mexico, o

u M occasion, that Proviso .was sos. |
avery deended majorty-of this House. !

. more, it was sustamed, if | mistake

vz fority of the Repubiliean-pany on )

1" ani prepared. 1 think, o show

Lt entite Sauth were then willing to ace-
sretn what appeared to be, and, in 0 fir

this House  was cancerned,

Pwas e | geslunve will and decluranonol

s on tins subjeet. 1t passed this House,
Tt fre were un threats of disunion souided
woraars, Hopassed here and went o the

v and wowas the Judgrment of the pathe,
Setmen well infarmed, that, had 1t not heen
‘-‘(-.i shere for want of time, 11 woud have

~€a e budy and bacome the established

10l e land. S0ty the charee was not then -
+ 7 upon me. nor upon those who act: d winl
cub having, by the mtrodustion of that Pro-
svat an sntutely peniodedefented a measure
ved necessary by the President for the
Cwshitent of peace between this country

Y The « Cmon.” sir, the wlhinle

Sl rage [Press of the land, charged the de-+
?»;.»: L‘n'?h WPIHation, oy the vnparhiamen-

Tvrosductol a Nenavor from Mussacluseus,
w1 D ) el sar it was, that was charped
iy defeated this measure, by the Ad-

berein press, and thedOrgan of e Ad-

mtini here at he Capial. More, sic, !

; “Lnion ™ woas not sparing 1o s denuncia-

S ol lue Massachuseuts Senator, for the de-

i;.’.iu.: weasure, . Dues thix not prove, that

PHIeteent was anxious for this appropria-

" Ybbaer the restricuons imposed by my Peu-

:=' Lion thése facts, 1 assert that the re-
r ;‘i‘\‘\-;s wiling 10 take 1the money and the

“tozeiler, and the South were prepar-

Pamdo by the judgment aid will of ihg na-

Py,

cavii ol

e}

ENS YIIN

B
“Phave been spuken of as an Abalition-
$a torres pondent -of the Union, hecause
I say
* fespectable editor of that paper, for
r.{f‘d:v"‘-t'"'un high regard, that [ am no
N, “l %’)(vllt»n:xlxsl than he is a Hartford
n“ﬁm‘xr.\} Ttl:'rallsl; and of that no man.
G o us history o eharacter, will charge
e U,‘.:{;,m as far l’rum_ the one, as e is (rom ;

l.’x.n o . -
" iben, that the South was prepared

R T .
" g *°€1n s resteiction of slavery frem
s Ry . B

.“r, RS

N

a‘l-‘l"ﬂﬂ"f South Carolina, (Mr. WiLsor
“‘;li:.en rl,nr.) sard he rec_ollected. when
g o m“ n; u‘ndvr diszussion hete, pear
Ry su-m? 483 sesson, lhgg he had made
“an 3p '~r n_t.ng the propriety of the twa
g “mjirk“Prlulmn; but, in the course of
Vethiergy, 5‘-h he drprgg§xe(l. 3s untimely and
*"“\‘Pm;n fe Drapasition wl_m:h came ftom
N " rmm Peunsylvania ; and the ea.
gy ali:a~l". as he ggg_-ulleclg:d. (he knew
5, v :.)' ‘when :3he Proviso was voted
tiareq seE*!"Sl 1t and he voted against
B o innuvnem.:, in reference Lo the ap-
’ mc; " unwilling was he to give any
ey 0 such a Proviga, S
N mm_o!'rr. fesnming, 1 was aware that
o gy mmﬂ with no lavor from the Sauth.
aune #3010 declare that it did 3 and, if
Bigq 31 50 Unlerstood me, 1 was misun-
Wuh'm. Bot intend to say that the
,h‘h-zh " "Enrah\e I 3Ny way 1o the Proti-
o, m‘hfull:-m:; , lﬁer Tepresentatives resis-
" Pryeg 'nhl ¥ resisted it.  But, sir.
Jere was then no cry that

2

g

,there any complexion of Abuhionism in this,

“have met them in their own-meetings, and face
" mav bemade,here or elsewhere, to give an aboli-

“my district and my people are concerned, have

‘me the character of ar Aboluinnist, will fall

. They kuow me upon this question.

" out change, or the shadow of tuenu.g.

" sir, the North will stand shoulder 10 shoulder

~and distant regions, now (ree; where the foot-

“my whole influence and strength.

the Union was 1o beé severed in consequence,
‘The South, like brave nien defeated. bowed to
the voice and judgment of the nation. No, sir,
0o cry of disunion then. Why now? The
hesitation and the wavering of Northern -men
on this question has-encouraged the -South 1o
assume a bolder auitude. ‘This cry of disun-
ian proceeds from po resolve of the South. " It
comes, sir, from the cowardice of the North.
Why, 1n God's name, should the Union be
dissolved for this cause? What do we ask ?
We demand justice and right. If this were a
question o! compromise,-I would yield much.
Were it a question of this character I would go
as far as any man.. But it'is no question for
compromise or concession. It i« 3 question of
naked and abstract right; and, in the language
of my colleague from the Erie distriet. (Mr.
Thompson,) sooner shall this right shoulder be
drawn from its socket, than I will yield one jot
or tittle of the ground upon which I stand. No
concession, sir, no comipromise. What, I re.
peat, do we ask ' That free territory shall re-
@ain free.  We demand the neutrality of this
Government upon the question of elavery. ls

sir? | have stood up at home, and battled,
time and aguin, against the Ab.litionists of the
Norih. | 1 have assailed them publicly, upon
all oceasions, when it was proper to do so. |

to fuce combatied them. Any effurts, sir, that

tion character to this movement;cannot, so far as

the least cffect.  Ang efforis made to give o
haraless when they’Feach my constituents. —
Thev
know e distnetly upon al!l quesuons of pub-
lic interest. My opions have ever been pro-
claimed without resetve, and adhered to with-
I s1and
by the Constitution upon this quesuon. I ad-
here 1o 1ts letier and 1ts spirit. 1 would never
mvade one single nght of the Swuth. So far
from 11, 1 stand ready at all times and upon all
ocearions, as do nearly the entire North, 10
suetain the institutiong of the South as ey ex-
1st.  When the day of 1rial comes, as many,
many ' Southern men fear it may come, we
and peady. with our money and eur blood, 1o
rueh to the rescue.  When that day comes,

with their brethiren of the South.  We stand by
the Constitution and all its co mpronides. -
But.sir, the issue now presented is not, whe.
ther sluvery shall exist anmolest-d where -1t
now g, but whether it shali be carried 10 new

priat of a slave cannot be found.  Thes, sir, is
e assue.  Hpon it | take my’stand, and from
it ] cannot be frightened or dnven by idle
charges of Abolmionisin. 1 ask not that slave-
ry be ubolished. I demand that 1his Govern-
ment preserve the integrity of free werntory
ag st the agaressions of slavery—against ius
wrongful usurpativns.  Sir. 1 was m favor of
the annexation of Texas. [ supporied 1 with
I was wil-
ling to take ‘P'exas as she was. [ eought not
to change the character of her. institnions, —
Slavery cxiottd in Texas—planted there, it is
true, tn defianee of law ; suil it existed. It
gave character to the country.  True, it was
hield out to the North, that at least 1wo of the
five Staies 10 be formed out of Texas would be
free.  Yet, sir, the whole of Texas has been
given up to slavery. ‘The Demoerscy of ihe
Norih, alinostto a man, went [or annexation.
Yes, sict here was an Empire larger than
France givenup 1o slavery.  Shall farther con-
cessions be made by the Nurth! .Shall we
give up - free territory, the inhenitance of free
labor 7 Must we yield this also?  Never, sir,
never, upul we ourselves are fit to be slaves.
"Le Nocth may he beteayed by her Representa-
vves, but upon this great question she will be
true o hepself—=true o her posteritys  Defear! "
Sir, therd can be no defeat. Defeatto-day will ‘1
but arouse the teeming mithons of the North, |
and fead' to a myre deasive and trivmphant |
Viclury (0-morrow.

But, sir, we are told. that the

joint b'podand
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ment will defeat the bill, Why; dcfcu‘l the biil 7 © s 10 it wayv, unless it is waged for the ex-

speak uim:efully hereafier. All we.ask is,thas gei the honor of his couniry, the demands. of a

their character be preserved. ‘I'héy are now
free. Itis a general principle of the law of
Nations, that in conquered or acquired territo-
ries, alllaws therein exidting, not inconsisient
with ils new allegiance, sball” remain in force
until aliered or repealed. 'T'his law prohibits
slavery. in Califurniaand in New Mexico, But
the South contend, that in their emigration to
this free territory they hLave the right to take
and hold slaves, the same a8 other properiy.—
Unlesa the amendment I have offered be adop-
ted, or other early legislajion is had upou this
subject, they. will do sn. [ndeed, they uni-
tedly, as one man, have declared their right and
purpose soto do, and the work has already be-
gun. Slavery followsin the rear of vur arwies.

Shall the war power of our Government be[”

exerted fo produce such a result? Shall this
Government depart fron its neutrality on this
question, and lend its power and influence to
plant slavery in these territoties ?  There is no
qoestion of abolition here, sir. Shall the South
be permitted, by aggression, by invasion of the
right, by subduing free territory and planting
alavery upon it, lo wrest these provinees (rom
northern freemen, and wrn them to the acecom-
plizhment of their owa sectional purposes and
sclhiemes ! ‘T'lus is the question. Men of the
North answer. Shallitbeso? Shall we of the
North submit to i1?
slaves, and deserve to have the mandcles fasien-
ed uponour own limnbs. .

Sir, it has been objected’to this measnre that
it wag brought furward at an untimely period.
An attempt has been made to cast both ndicule
and reproach upon . It is said that we are al-

gallani people, or his own character, as to lead
any counlenance to #0 absurd aud extraordina-
ty a proposition. .

Yetmy honorable colleague closes his speech
with the d®claration, that * he believes uo ter-
titory is®o be acquiFd:s”’ ‘

(Seme genleman was here uvaderstood to
suggest, that the resolution which called .furth
this article in the +» Union ** was of a different
character fron that which Mr. W. had imputed
o it : :

Ng. sir, (said Mr. W.) it relates to the ac-
quisition of territory ; it recommends that the
army be withdrawn, and peace made without
the acquisition of territory. Lﬂ
- "(Mr. W, concluded reading théarticle.)
"+ Wg bot echo the views of ‘a patriotic peo-
ple, without regard to party distinctions, when
we respectfully call vpon Congress prompily
to reject and rebuke 90 unpatriotic of project.”

If Lrecollect aright the *¢ praoject,’ it was,

peate without demanding territory. Kt is this
s« project ** which the Union denounces—it is

and which my friend from Philadelphia (C. J.
} Ingersoll) disclaims. :
Buy, eir, the »

. explicit fanguage upon this subject.

If we do, we are coward | sequent number of that paper, the ednor dis- der a treaty of humits and
; courses thus, in refereuce to the designs of the

" opposition :

i * The curtain rises slowly on the designs of

the Opposition, and the nation will learn, wnh
astomishment and irdignation, the position

If norihern men wauld act-with the e&.une feel-
ing and unity of the Svuth. my Ameadment
would carry the bill, and 1ts defeat would be

inevitable without it.  Sir, 1f thie Norih 13 true

Awmendment is'lost.  An idle, petfoggiug pre-
lence 18 set up, by a portion of the prese, with
the +» Duton™ at their head, that-ny Amend-
ment 10 some way will affeet the tering of a
treaty with Mexico. That if'it pass, Mexico
will have something to say about our domestic
affairs—that she would be called upon 1 ne-
| gotiate about slavery. Sir;-those who holdvul

tive and vncandid. The organ of the puny
here at the Capual, ought at leust to present
the iysue (airly belpre the publie. ‘I'he norih-
ern Democracy may at least cluim, ot 1o be
! misrepresented in the columns of g paper pro-
( fessing 1o speak for, and r-present the whole
party. My amendment has nothing to do with

that we withdraw our army, and offer terms of; the terms of any treaty the President may ne-

" guuiate ; and those. who hold out to the publie
"a different impreesion must know it. It does

this preposition which Mr. Sevier repudintes, | not require him to say one word about slavery.

' He would use themoney, and make the treaty,

. | precisely as he would if my Amendinent were
Union " holds even more ' vot there. It is a mere legisletive declaration,
In a sub-  that any territory which we way obtan, un-
bounifuries, shail re-
It has nothing what- | am eatsfied with ths ¢ it is all I ask.

main as we find it—{ree.

10 herself, the bl will be defeated, if wy |

! sach ideas to the public, know they are decep-:

“ienston of slavery. 1 my Amendment ewbar-

rasses the prosecution of the swar, then itisa
" war fur slavecy, which 1 am.not prepared 10 be-
[ heve. T :
Sir, my Amenlment ¢an interfere with the
I war u'uly'm two respects, either by ‘frostrating
Uits objects, or weakening s support. ‘The
{ first 1t does not to, vuless stavery is its objecy;
{ nor- the second, unless for this eause the South
are driven from nssupport.  If the Souh are
#0 driven, then 1t wall be apparert to all thay,
on the part of the South, the war was prosecu-
ted for the exiension of slavery, and uot the
vindicaton of the rights and honor of the eoun-
try., Thisis my ground. 1f the war is not
for slavery, then | do nut eqsbasrass it with my
Amendent. Iiitis for slavery, thend am
deceived as (o its objects. The treasure and
blond of the North will not be poured out in
waging a war for the propagation of ‘slavery
oter the Norih Amencan contigent, I trust
that such is not its ohject ; vet the attitude of
the South an this question is susceptible of no
other construetion.

My col'eague, (Mr. C. J. Ingersoll,) sug-
gests the propriety of waiting winl the peopie
| of those territories shall meet together to forig
their own costitution, aud wien let them decide
{or themselves whether slavery shall or shall
i-pot be tolerated within theiwr boundaries.  Sir,
Ido

{ever 10 do with the terms and yipulanion of ihe * nol, however, doubt the nght of this Govern-

treaty. )
Sir, an honorable gentleman from the South,

menlto prescribe binding. and lasting condi.
jttous upon new territory admitted into this

1 believe the gne at iy side, (Mr. Bort.) made ' Union. 1t may declare that upon sich terms
the proud declaration a few days sinee on this ; and conditions, under such and such restric-

‘acquired.

" which it is believed they are about to accupy.
' 1f we are not mistaken in the signs of the umes,
" they mean to abandon all idea of actual and so-
Iid mdemnity from Metico. Ther mean to
apaxpoy CapLtroryias to tear down the flag of
the Umon which flosts over it, and re-suiren-
der- it to Mexico, ultimately to {all into the
hands of Englagd, or at least under her -com-
mercia! coutro).  Such open and wunderful
abanduanment of the nghts and interesta of thys
conntry, for the purpose of a possible party tr1.

ready quarrelling shout territory which does
not belong 10 us ; that it will be in time to ags-
tate this question when the couniry shall be
Sir, [ affinin that now is the tume,
and ih - only e,  T'o hesiate at such a crisis .
is 1o surrender the whole ground ; to falier 15
to betray, .

Sir. what is the policy of this Administra-
tion? -ltis fully disclosed ; itis not disguised;
there is no attempt at disguisingit.  Itisfrank- |
Iv avowed, and stands out to the view of this ' tmph, has never heretufore been witnessed in
House and of the world. Sir, I am ope ofllmae: the Union. Wa invite the ."”e"li"". ol the
who believe this war just and necessarv, So: Amierican people to the great issue. We are 10
betieving, I support it.” It was furced upon the | be held up by the Opposttion party, in conse-
country by the folly and madness of ur ene- | quénce of greatly exaggerated domestic difli-
my. We were compelled to tuke up armsand | culties. to the contempt and derision of the
vindicate our character anrd national hnnnr.—‘i werld, as incapable of self-government.  For
But, sir, when the first blow was struck on the . the hape ofa party inumph. California isto
banks of the Rio Grande—from the time thai | be sacrificed, and, marlk the consequence; the
the news first reached this Capitol—the policy : disgraceful sucrender of Calfornialeaids fo the
of the Administration has been fixed.irrevoeably | 1038 of Oregon. to the loss of the tra:le of Asia,
fixed. that we shall never lay down Bue arms | and the exclusion of our flag from th: Pacific
uniil indemnity 1s made in terrory for the ex- | coast.  "I'he righis and intereat of the couniry
penses, in part at least, of s war. and for the | are, in eflect 10 be as nothing.so that the Fideé.
claims of our citizens. Such 1s the seuled po- | Tal leaders mav have a chance of triumph.—
liey of the Administeation ; there 1s oo dis- ' And is it, indeed, so. that the eountry is 1o be

floor, that * we bave no (raitors atthe South.”
Would that [eould throw bark the proud boast,
*» we have no trantors in the North.,” liseemn-
ed 10 me, sir at the tune, asf the deelaration
was made with that pride which a brave wman
feels, when he knows that be is surrounded by
brave and firn assoctates.  Buat if this mea-

the support of a large mojority of this Hoase
is to be simothered in committee, wliere no re-
eor) rem:ans of men's votes—to be stifled. put
down ; if the men on whom  we rely for sup-
port fulter in the hour of need, 1 shall under-
stand the proud boast of the South, as 3 with-
ering, buring earcasm on the North. The
cheek of a northern man should burn as a red-
hot cinder under it,

Yes, sir, * there are na traitors 1n the South.”
Thg South is true 1 her suppused intrest on
this question. Oace, sir, the Nasth, too, stond
true on this question,  T'he Siate of Penn was
trug to her character and her history.  Every
Representative from Pennsylvania who was
present voted at the last session in favor of the
Proviso T offered. |} trust it will be so again.
We shall see. - Why, sir, should we fear lor

sure, which ouly a few months since reccived-

guise, no concealment about 1. T proof of
this. it would be sufficient for me to refer to1he

injured, our flag torn down, and a dishonera-
. ble surrender )3 to be made of California, that

instructions given to Gen. Kearny and Cowm- ; the Federalists may succeed in 2 pariv contest !

modore Stockton,
istration, | have said, was fixed and settled ;
and, I vrust, irrevocably -seuled.
quige indemnity interrtory.  Peace is desired,
eminently desired, by the Administration and
its friends ; but with peace must come indem-
nity and territory,  ‘T'his declaration was frank-
Iy nade here to-day, by thé Chairman of the
Conunitiee on  Fureign Relations, (Mr. C. J.
Ingersoll.)  In the Senate, Mr. Sevier. Chaie- |
man-for the same committee in thatbady, made
a similar declaration. 1 will read an extract!
from the speech of Mr. Sevier on this point:
* In making peace, of course the United
States would expect to receive indemmiy. to
some extent at least, for the expenses of the'
war, and they would also expect the payvment '
of the clrims held by our citizens against the -
Republic of Mrxico, and this indemnny was!
expected in-the shape of territory. e was!
not adithorized 1 state precisely what territory '
thiz Goveriiment would require, but he suppos- !
ed that no Senator would think they onght 1o
get less than New Mexico and Uprer Califor- |
nia.  He did not suppose a treaty of prace,
with lees than thig would pass this body.” !
[lere, sir, is the direct, expheit decloration, |
made by the Chairman of the Commiitee on !

i ecan movement.,

The policy of this Admin. | We must freely, but respectfuily, say to the

' Federalists, if this be their courss, the country

It is to re-| will not second the unpatriotic and anti-Ameri-
No Dewacrat, true to his

principles and his cause, can be for the surren-
der of California.™

Mark the language, sir, *CALIFORNIA ABSN-
PONED, BACRIFICED. SURRENDERED. 7Zheflag
of the Union torn down ;"  An open and
wondrful abandonment of the wriuts of the
eountry.'” ,

Sir, is this proposition of mine too early ?
Is 1t out of scason ?
wait uatil the territory is s acquired 2"
sir, we are to ba dosed with narcotics—to be
manipulated into a state of somuambubism, and
not allowed to widke up vnul the deed uf shame
is accomplished, and Cahfornia and New Mex-
ico ure teeming with slaves.  “Then we rhailbe
told tha we are oo late.
this, we shall justly merit the insulting epithet
80 oflen apphed by the Whigs ta the Demnc-
racy of the North,of ** Northern Dough-faces.”
\We shall deserve the taunting language used
by John Randolph towerds the Nonh, when

! he said, in the debate on the Missouri ques-

tion :
s« We donot govern them by our black slaves,

treasure of {he whole country’ being expended  Foreign Ryl fions i4 the Scuste, who lolds: but by their own white slaves. We know

i

1 tus acquisition, therelore it should be divad-  daily confideatial intercourse witih the Presi-| what we are doing——we have conquered you,
ed, and siavery alluwed to tuke 1s share. Sir, | Jent, and ~ho therefore may be taken 1o speak | once, and we can again—and we will conquer

the South has her share already—the inual:i
ment for;slavery was paid in'advance. Weare |
fighung this war for Texas had fur the Louth. |
| affirm it—every intelhgent inan Knows it—
‘T'exas is the primary cause of this war.  Fog|
this, sir. lnorthern treasure 18 being exhausted,"
and northera blood poured vat upon the plamns !
of Mexicp. We sre fighting this war cheerful~ !
Iy, not reluctantly —cheerfully fighting this war
for Texas ; and yet we scek not 1o change the
characted of herinstitiions,  Slavery is there,
there let §t renain.  Sir, the whole history of
this quespion, is a history of concessions on the
part of thie North. The money of the North
was expended in the purchase or Louwisiana,
two-tlirds of which was given up to slavery.
Again, inlthe purchase of Flarida, did slavery
gain new, acquisitions. Slavery acquired-an
Ewmpire in the annexation pf Texas. T'hree
slave Smfas have been admitted uut of Louisia-
na purchase. ‘The slave Siate of Florida has
been received itia the Union ; and "Fexas an-
ucxed, with the privilege of making five States
out of herlterritory.  What has thie North ob-
tained from these vast acquisitione, purchased
by the joint treasure, and defended by the com-
mon blood of the Union? Qne State, sir, one.-
Young lowa, just admitted into the Unionsand
not yet tépresenled on the flaof of the Senate.
‘This, sir, 18 a history of our acquiritious since
we became a Nation. A history of northern
concession—of southern triumphs. * Now. sir,
we are told that California is ours—that New!
Mexica is aurs—won tiy the valor of our arms.
They are {ree. 'Shallthey remain free? Shall
these . fair'\ provinces be the inheritance and
homes: of the white Jabor of ireemen, or the
black labor of slaves? ‘Tiis, sir, is the 1ssue—
this the question. The North has the right,
and her representatives here have the power.
Shall the right prevail? 1 fearnot, sir. There;
is a power|more potent than the right, These
fair. provincee are ours—s0 held, and so.regard-
ed by the Administration,  But of this I shall

. he believe that his own party is 1o recede from

" world.

stances.

eause of t

Nay, sir,

by authority for the Admivistration.
more; this declaration, was made by Mr. Se-
vier upon the occasion of his introJucing in the
Senate a bill, identical in charactfer, with the!
one now under cogsideration. Ye1 my col-
league from the Adams distriet, (Me. M Clean,) |
who has given an indication to oppose this
amendment; vioses his speach by declaring,
that he believes noterritory is to be acqnired.”
Sir, does my colleague believe that this Ad- |
ministration is to disgrace itself in the eyes of’
the Ameriran people and ol the world?  Does

the high ground it has taken 2 Noj it s the
fised policy of this Administration, approved
by the Democratic party, to requite indemnity
from Mexico in territory ; and the declaralion
has been solemnnly wade to the country and the

‘T'he instruetion given to Commodore Stock-
ton was, to plant our flag upon Upper Califor-
nia, and not to lower it under any- circum-
General Kearny has gone so for as
to lay down a fundamental law fur the govern-
ment of New. Mexico. : Nothing of the kind
has been done in_the other provinces overfun
byourarms. ‘This,sir, is sighificant; itshows
1o what particular tefritory the Administration
looks, It is, sir, to tlie acquisition of Upper
California and New Mexico. “One thing fur-
ther ia confirmation of this design on-the. part
of the Adminstration. I read from the Union’
of the 4th instant. The editor is commenting
upon the resolution offered by a Senatnr from
Georgia, (Mr. Berrien,) declaring thai peace
oughtto be made without acquiring an territory:

**-Let the Federal leadess pursue theis indi-,
cated policy, The free people of this country
will repudiate and despise it.”™ " 2

I call upon -my colleague (Mr, M'Clean) to
notice this language.: . o

s+ We are sure that no nember of Congress
who owes the proper sllegiance to-the great:
lie Democratic party, will so far for-

L

you again. Ay, sir, we will drive you to the
wall, and when we have you there once, we
mean to keep you.there, and nail you dowa
like base mon-y." :
\When, sir, 1n God’s name, will the ume
come fur the North 1o speak out !
dard is 1 Calilorma——our flag floats over New

Mexico.  The organ of the Admini:tration
proclaims to the world that 1here territoriés
are ours, not to be * abandoned. sacrificed. or
surrendered ;"'
anined body of emigrants has been sent forward
permanenily to occupy and hold the country,
The whule South rise up here. and declare that
they will plant slavery in those ‘countries, and
yet we are told that it is nottime for the North
1o act ; this, too, by northern men. One finds
an excuse for the betraval of the North, un-
der the declaration that he ** helieves oo terri-
tory will be acquired ;"' anocther denounces
any amendinent, as * puerile, out of time and
out of place ;" a third seeks refuge from the
indignation of a betrayed constituency, under
the idle plea, that’my proposition embarrasses
"the Ad'm‘mislralion‘f,"anu tends to prevenl a vig-
orous prosecuiion-of the war. I shall notice
this last accusation more at length hereafter,”

- My friend from Philadelphia, (Mr. J. C. In-
gersoll,) pives me a consoling ussurance ; he
savs that a slave cannot live in -Califorftia—_
that the country is not adapied to slave fabor.
Sir, as much as |- respect his jodgment - and
opinions, yet in the face of the declgranions of.
the whole South, I cannot safely rely upon his.
This country is as well, if not better: adapted
far slave labor, than is Kentucky, Tennessee,
or Missouri.” Every-southern man declares
they will hold it for slavery ; that all below:
306° 30’ shall be slave territory.  And yet it is
not the proper time mow !° The: President’s
policy is fixed ; ‘theé Sonih declare their por.
pose ; and yetnorthern men flinch meelicgihe
issne - L e TRERET L
Again, oir, it s objested, that this Amend.

Must we of the North Y
A.V- .

Sir, if we permit;

Our stan. !

our troops are there, aud an g'

| southern men with throwing. obstacles in _the
way of the war,. Sir, I hav3 (hrown go obsta< |

It w rightosie § itisjuse; itis tmely, 10 ev-
er a declaration against the extension of slave-
ry over a free tersitory is to be effectual, it
must be made now. - Wait ! Why, sir. while
we are waiung slavery is pushiug oenward.—

been trausplanted into New DMexico. T'he
fundymental law which General Kearny laid
down fur the government of that coaniry bears
the impress and proves the existence of elave-
iry.  Yes, sir, slavery is there, yet northern
"mien aavise delay ; sneer, sir, at this move-
ment as * puerile and childish.”” The conati-
“tution, or fundamemtal law, which Genersl
Kearny lays dowa for the government of that
couniry, in preseribing the qualifications of
i electors, says ; *Every rrEE male™ shsll be

“entitled (o the right of suffrage, &e. ~Does this |
| not 1mply that there are males there not free 1|

1 Already, sir, onthe route of travel between
: Missouri and New Mexico slaves ure fouad,

whg are being remaved thither. Slavery e
{ thers, sir—there, in defiance of law. Slavery
does not wart for all the forms of annexation
10 be consumated. 1t is on the move, sir.. It
is in New Mexico. It is in. Oregon. Yes,
sit. it is in Oregon ; and this dav, in that dis.
tant territory.of the Unon, does the lash of ihe
Misgouri master drive his negro slave to the
ield of labor.  We pageed but a lew dave ago
through this House a Bil) for the estublishwent
of a territortal government m Oregon, in which
we excludud slavery from that territory.  The
-slavery  restriction has bheen struck out fromn
" that Bill by the Senate committee, a majority
"of whom are southern men, and clause jserted
establishing slavery. Yet, sir. in the face of
! all of these facts, we are told -that our activn is
premature, untimely. * Wait,” savs iy col-
"league, (Mr. McClean,) ** until we get the skin
"of the han, bhefore we dispure about his hide.”
! Sir, we have the skin, and slavery is already
| grappling torit. I invoke my eolleague to the
rescue. | repeat it, sir, now-is the time, aud
the only time. Sourthern men declars- that
they desire this question settled nows Nei-
ther party shonld be deceived” ‘The North
{ ought not to be betrayed uuder the idea held
| out, that slavery cannot, or will not,exist there.
Let not the South be deceived. Let no pros-
pect be held out to her that thie war is to result
in strengthening and extending this institution.
‘Now, sir, is the time, and the honest ti:ue, lo

i
!
]
i

| ineet this question, .

“But I am'told, you are embarrassing the Ad-
ministration by bringing forward this proposi-
tion: Wé embarrassing it—the majority of
:Demacrais on thig floor ! Do gentleman re-
flect who make this charge 2 Does a declara-
uon, that free territory shall remain free. em.
harrass the Administration 2 Does it -thwan
its purpozes and pclicy ? Sir, those who muke
thig charge aceute the Administration of seck-
ing the extension of slavery over territory now
Iree. s this true ; or is it a gross stander up-
on this Democratic Administration ! We, sir.
raccused of embarrassing the Administration !
The majority, fir—~we who constitate’a mn-
jority of the Republican party on this fladr—
who earry out its groat principles, and vindi-
cate its faith and praciice ! The charge is idle,’
sir, unworthy of notice. We have voted
prompily, sir, for all the supplies of men 23:d
money aeked for'lo earry ‘on a vigorous prose-
teution of this war. ~ Yet we aro charged by

the action of northery men on this question !

Already has tlre southernslavery of this Union |

tione only. it shall be arquired. Al ask is,
that the peaple be left [ree o choose fur thew-
sclves between frecdom and slavery, I only
ask that, while it 3 a territory, uhder our cou-
trol and guardianship, s Iree character shzil
be sucredly presesved. When it shall ineresse
10 strength and population, when 1t shall have
attained  the stature and vigor of manhood,
when Siates are furmed and  admitied into the
i Umnn, I am willing they should be free to
! adupt or reject the nstitution of domestic slave-
! ry. 1 do not wishi 1o interfere either with the
l sovercignty of existing Srates, or to cripple the
the suvercigniy of new ones. 1 suppuse Penii-
syivania could establish slavery to-day if she
choos- ; and so possibly might' Qhio, in spite
of the Ordinance of 1787.  Allthat we demand
18, that while the provinees shall constitute »
part of the terrirory of the Union. under the
control of this Government, slavery ehall not
lie permivted to gain a fuot-bold 1n them. Freo
the ¥ now are, and free, with God’s help, tLey
shall remain.  Free territoty shall not be fet-
tered, it shail not be trampled upon ; it ours,
and we will hold on 10 it with & grasp ihat
shall bid defiance o the slave power, When
territory presents itself for annexation where
slavery’ is already estabiished, 1.stand ready
to take it, tf national considerations require it,
as they did in the case of Texas. 1 will not
scek to change its institntions § 1 will nos first
ask 10 abolition of slavery. 1 make no war
upan the South, nor upon slavery in the South.
I huve po'squeamish sensiuveness upon the
subject ol slavery, or morbid sympathy for the
slave.” 1 plead the cause and the righis of
white frecman, 1 would preserve to free white
labor a fair country, a rich inheritance, whera
the sons of toil, of mv own race anid owa co-
lor, can live without the disgrace which asso-
ciation with negro slavery brings upon free
labor. [ stand for the nviolabiluty of free ter-
ritorg.  ltshall remain free, so far as my
voice:or vote cun aid in the preservavion of s
charanter.

‘This, sir. is what we ask, and o}l we ask.—
Yet the majority of 1his House, reflecting ths
will of a vust majority of she freemen of hie
republic, a mrjority of the republicans of the
North, are called upon 10 yield—what? To
make concession of things thet ought 10 be con-
veded? No; they are required to surrender
the dearest rights, to violate the most sacred
obligations.  Wlere is the nerthern mau pre-
pared w do it 1 am a man of concession, of
compromise ; but to compromise on this ques-
tion is to surrender the right and &stablish the
wrong. Ttis 1o carry slavery where it does
not now exist, to subjugate free territory, If
' we refuse 1o convert free into slave territory,
i is that an ivvasion of the rights of the Sounih *
i One would, indied, suppose eo, who had list-
i ened to 2l the vinlent declamation about the .
i conztitdtienal rights of the Routh, which has
heengheard in this debate. While [ have, as |
hefore reinarked, no marbid seusitiveness up-
1 on this subject. 1-am, nevertheless,one of thosa
who believe that the fuure greatness and glory
ol this republic demands that the progrees of
damestic slavery should be arrested now and
forever, Let it remain whergp it now is. and

sulin,

Sir. ipan this subject, the North has yield-
ed until there is nd more to give un. We have
gone on, 'making one arquisitian after another,
until we have acquired and brought into the
Uunion every tuch of slave territory that was to
be fouod upon this Continent.  Now, sir, we
have passed hevond 1he houpdaries of slavery
and rearhed free soil.  Wha is willing to sur-
renderit?  Men of the North—Representa-
tives of northern freemen. will you consumate
such a deed of infamy and shame ! I trust in
God not.  Oh ! for the honor of the North—
for the-fair fame of our gr en hill and valleys,
he firm in this erisis—be true to your country
and your race. The white laborer of the
North elaims vour service ; e demsnds thai
sou stand firm - to bis interests and lus rights ;
that you preserve the (uture hoiaes of his ehil.
dren, on the distant shores 4 the Pacifie, from
the degredation and igshonor of negro servi-
tude.  Where the aegarn slave labors, the frea
\\'hil.e man cagnot labor by his side without
sharing in Yis degradation and dishonar.

- But. alr. we are threatened with a dissolntion
of thie Union, Tt is an ulle, harmless throat.
it has worked so wel! heretofore, however, that
I am nat surprised 1t should be employed - an
-this occasion, ‘The North has evepheen reaily
to vield"when the Sooth raiced the erv of dis-
union.  Sir, T have no fears for the Unioni=a:
-[coxCLUDED ox NEXT PAGE1 > "

leave 1o time and a merciful Providencs its re-




