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7 SuE LIEUT. GENERAL.
(,!ol- Benton's Defence of the President.

In the Senate, on .Monday, Jan. 25, Col.
Bentox made the foilowing explanation in
cundication of himself and the President, rela-
ive to the proposition for the appointment of
a Lieut. General : : .

Mr. BENTON asked the indulgence of the
Senate:to make an exposition of the circum-
cnances under which the President had propos-

od the appointment of a lieutcnaut general to

i dess intelligibly and foreibly on that account !
_ih.at there nught be an ulierior and covert '
csstan 1 the proposition: nothing less than a-
cesign ou the part of the President to appoint
i sureessor,  The Senator irom North Caro-
o1 Me Budger.) 1 lus speech on ihe heu-
caant genersl tuil, had indulged e that hy po-
cwats s Al as qu supposttion could be more
v waded, of more injurteus to the President
ozt the pubihie service, or could descend from
sier source, and as he (Mo Benton) hap-
w be tn pogsession af all the lacts neces.

< rv 0 the vusdicttton of the President, he de-
vrd toomake an expistuon v hich would show
e supnoatnn o be untuunded, and would
Cave the President’s character and the pubhe
wrvee from the myury they would suffee of
L Uie (TR alion Was allnwed to go outl uneoptra-
Soed oo the fioor of the Senate. He asked
woy fors 25 the hill for the hieutenant gener-

cattrahen up, fand would not speak ot if

and s heodid wotehoose to commit the
creg ity of hogzing a speeciton some irrele-
v bl e mast throw - tmeell upon the ir-
Sgener of e Senqte for leave to make the
srpesction of brete wiieh the ease required. and
avnr-hthe tmatons af the Senqtor fean North
¢ reany had reed red neeessary.

Iowe wes zven and Me Bentan praceed
e2) Fe! Ged upon by the rean ks
(e Noneer from “Naeth (arol ra. (M.
o vesleate the President from the
agerngs devgn winely,
Ce b benedd whaersanons of that 8 naor
e arrr ut o hians and shal! doosoothe
arstlom of a marcaniee, repeating to the
a'l e has mhen pisce

et and
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Vo seteeal s d

between tie
wmvseil in relton 10 thes ap-
Swttiment, amd Brereby en thiing the Senste and
e peopie U Judge of the Jusuee of the accu-
e,

{t wis at the heginning of the month of Sep-
vaiber last, and 1 the moment that [ was

dntsent for me, and informed me that he had
e sy for the purpose of offering ne a high
spontment, He named 1t
v to,Franee, then becoming vacant by the
rtrial the geatleman {Me. King, of Alabama)
sohen? a ornament to thus chamber. 1 de-
cwed 1 e appointment, and for reasons which

sHerd e o dectie high appoinunents
fom Proandents Jackson and Van Buren. Mr.
Paywas kind enough 1o ask me to take time
e der, hot answered him that there was
to e for tine ;s that the answer would suli
ame, after any length of considerauong

e the zppointment to the French mission
wis detimtively declined.

_eeertagn that the President could have had
v such design as has been auributed to
“m by the Neuator from North Carolina—no

‘1ithe contrary, a fertile imagination—such

ol depustston—samething hike an extling and
v . N -
sunr i a foreign Court—for a purpose the

Carling has supposed. [ say an mvenuvetm-
“fanon mught have seen, ortho't 1t saw, all

o suely thing.,
“asein whieh it was made, as eminently hon-
'I;i"~€~u\.'\\self. and a gignal evidence af the

medent’s confidence in me. and goad will

& paw o pubhiely 3 and the affair was drop-
’:' Tiis, { repear, was the beginning of
MpRiber Iast—only three months before the
“rring of Congress: so that, at that ttmes it
“Ywe clear the President had no such mo-
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sy and fearful design as the Senator from
I.Hr‘n Carohina has attrthited to him. Up to
M tmew up tn the first ol September, in the
T35 ihe Republic was safe.

N

.}“‘h‘wlmo]}' after refosing the mission to
i'.v,-?"‘:,l ,“Pnl f"ffrm the West, was gme until
‘\fm:,:l ) of i\n.vvmh?r, and ‘har? nn commu-

nol 3 v kind, direct or indirect, norup-

;:J’r"'l”:& al‘I safe again {or two months mo-e.
ly ‘:1“’ thie city in November, where my
LI lil and where (/nng_r(-gs was g0on o
e Prey (’j“ day after my arrival [ called upon
] Went: and here we approach the

e
w. h'.'mlnanv ark

i

lubre mad
. ode
S, B of

ed me my opinon ahout
conducting the Mexican
"l T resons not proper now to he stated,
s e validity of which the conntry will
UL faw fitto aek me wy opinion upon

fety
re mode of ¢ i . Thi
Fag i f conducting the war. . This

5“"""—'@301' untea
l;‘nl 10 '"«’\k(‘, or l"l’
‘.n_\'.“." Senaton
M3 advieq
“prace
Tip’Pilv'
Tation,

»nial eapacity | was his canstitu-
nndr ‘n‘u many great guestions, |_l'1.r')'¢e
var inclusive, o my political

LN and pead
¥ subject,

e ke 1oy . H i i
potta¥ have an opportunity of judging. the

command the army 1a M'fdx"“" andwith which | head 10 the army—one head to the whole bo-

appauniment his name had become connected. | dy__ (o unite and combine the whole into ana

F had been intimated, he eaids anthe floor of{ parmonious and consistent movement. It so

sre Senat—hy pothetcally 10 he sure, but not: happened, also, that-enough was known of the
il

- difficalty lay in the creation of 2 new rank, su-

Jwes fud e the table, and as he would not -

aoutsetting out to the West, that the Presi- |
_columns, would only have the responsibility
» of execution.
It was the aus-
"thought, wauld be entirely agreeable to the

sn, wiil thanks for the honor he had done -

! ' This was the be-
zaning df September last 3 so that. at tiat tme,

=a1gn 16 imake e Lis suceessor by virtue of
~intary fiats to be performed on the low lands
e the tahle land of the Republic of Mexico.—

o . . .
«tie Senator from North Carolinaso happily
msesses——might have seen, orthoughtisaw,
. . B . i
s prapased appoiniment, a sort of polin-

¢ reverse of what the Senator from North

‘lhat character, to communicate on military sub-
jects with all administrations for about a quar-
ter of a centary last past, 1 saw nothing in the
nature of the request he had made to implicate
erther of us. He asked me for my opinion 3s
to the future mode of conducting the war. [
gave it to him, first in speech, face to face, and
afterwards in writing. And here jt is! [hold-
ing up a roll of paper] for I chose to retan the
original for myself, while seading a copy to
him. Hereiiis! and at the proper time the
public shall zee it, but not now ; for I do not
belong to the schiool that makes publication of
plans of campaign—even rejected plans—in
lime of war.

The President approved the plan; and itso
happened that the nature of the plan required a

ideas of the two highest in rank of the officers
of the army to know that their plans were dif-
ferent ; and it is a maxim of fundamental ob-
servance jn war, that po general is to be re-
quired to execute a plan which he disapproves.
A new commader became indispensable; and:
as any new major general would be subordinate
1o all now 1 commission, the solution of the

perior to that of major general. and inferior 1o
the consttutional commander-in-chief. The
cgeation of the rank of lieutenant general as
had been done in the vear 1790, at the time of
the expected war with France, was the solu-
tion of the difficulty. ‘This rank appeared to
e the natural and regular derivation from the
Presudent’s own polincal and malitary charac- .
ter, and the proper conneeting link between

1o agree ta-the offer of the President ; and that
there might have been cases in which I would
not have accepted the office of lieutenant gen-
eral even-if 1t had been created.

1 have already said that1 will not now show
what my own plan was; butl can say of it
that it was a plan which looked to a result, and
promised an issue, and that briefly ; and that |
would have had nothing to do with any plan
of any other kind—nothing to do with any
plan that contemplated a long and moderate
war, or a war of mastérly mactivity, or of re-
treat upon the Rio Grande, or of defending a
line, or of attack upon the idle, solitary casile
of San Juan of Ulloa—especially at the com-

it of the for the black vumit.
lo no one of these cases would I have been
lieutenant general, or captain general, or major
general or colonel general ot any other sort of
a general that ever was heard of. I know very
well that the President had no 1dea of any one
of these most amiable plans; but there is a
way to give him anidea of them, and even to
force them upon him ; and that would be, by
the simple process of denying him the means
of doing any thing else.

I shall not state my plan; butl will say of
i1, that, besides intending a result, it proposed
to carry on the war, while there was war, ac-
cordiug to the usage of all nauons in the case
of invasive war—the invaders to be paid and
subsisted by the invaded. Coniributians regu-
{arly levied—duties regularly collected—would
arcamplish these objects, and leave the United
States free, or nearly [ree, from the expenses
of the war.

I can say, further, that my plan was not
limited 1o a mere military view of (he subject;
that it comprehended a union: of puliey and of

him and the army.  As President, be was both
the ctvis head of the government and the mili-
tary head of the army. He was commander-
tn-chief of the army and navy, and of the mili-
tia or volunteers 1o service. ‘They were all,
then in sersice, and in a foreign country.  He
cuutd 1ot g0 1o Mexico to commun:d in person ; |
prramount dutiés required him to remain here. |
He rould not send orderds from the closet in |
thas enty. Thatwas a folly of which there hud .
besn no example since the tune that the Prince |
Lugene {of Suvoy) was accustomed to return ;
unopendd, at the end of the campaigns, all the !
arders wineh the Aulie Cour il was accustom-
¢d 1o rend hin from Vienna.

The President was bound to commard ; he
could not go 10 Mexico to command in person,
and he canld not command from Washington.
I'he solution of the difficatty, which reconciled
all eontradichions, and permitted the exercise
of all dunes, civil and military, wad the ap-
puntment al a wilitary deputy—a legatus—a
{ocum tenens—a lieutenant to take the place of
the constitutional commander-in-chief in the
field ; 1o give orders in his name, and to take
the respousihility of plans and movements,
while the generals at (ke heads of divisions, or

This, forreasons too well known
1o require rehearsal in 1lis chamber, it was

generals of highest rank in our army in Mexi-
co; it would secure their rear at home, and
leave them free to contend with the enemy in
frout. It was not intended to dimimsh the
fighting vocation of the two generals, but to
reconcile and aceomplish two desirable objects,
namely : the executivn of the President’s plans,
an. the release of the major generals [rom re-
sponsibility for plans and movements. This
was the view of the office of lieutenant general.
As to the proposed officer, there was no breach
of mtinary rule, law, etiquette, or propriely in
the proposed appointment. The office was
original, and belonged to no person. The
President had a right to nominate, and the
Senate 1o confirm, whom they pleased. Per-
sonally, I would take nv concern init. 1only
asked the President to make known ihe name
intended for the place to the memhers of Con-
gress, that all objections to the officer. as well
as to the office, should be open to full inquiry.

1 forbade my friends to say a word on mv ac-
cunt. | would not say a word for mysell. 1
would not even obviate a prominent objection
by reminding any one that in 1812 I waa the
military superior of every general now in the

- serviee, and had a right to have commanded

s Possesstug no such imaginauen, 1 eaw
And tuking the affer in he.

" me, L made bim my thanks for it privately,

the whole of them if we had chanced to serve
together. )

I was then Colanel in the service of the Uni-
ted States. commissioned by President Madi-
son, and led a reguneat of my own rais-
ing (rom Tennessee to the lower Mississippi,
under Gen. Jackson, to meet the Briush then
expected at New Orleans, but who did not
cowe till 1814. I was then of a rank. and in
a position, to have cowmaanded, if we had met,
every general nuw 10 service. Even 1n the
regular army. in 1813. 1 was lieuteaant colon-
¢l while most of the present gvnernls ‘were
company officers, and only oze of them of the
rank of colonel.  Yet I scorned 1o menuon

“hese things even to bosom frends, while the

measure was depending, and only do it now
for the purpnse of rescuing the President from
a supposed breach of military decorum by the
appointment of a citizen from eivil life (myseif

nn £ . . . .
TUEY subiece whatever, with President Polk. - bewng that citiz n) 1o the command of thearmy

would tmply 10 the opinion of the Senator from

' North Carolina,

"inee . .
<10us gronnd ¥ Far, in that first inter-:

il not strike me e being anything
sonahle—either unbecoming in
me to camplv with.—

!

T was the'supporter of his adminis- | now take leave,
1 ¥ 10 give him mv opinion on | the Senat
Lilieg 4y Mil"ircvhxrﬂ‘m'm olilie Senate’s Cm?l-l £ay a wor

y airg, and accustomed, in | that service,

Finally, and td canclude the vindication of
the President in this particular, I can say -that
Me. Poik 1s not the first President who pro-
posed to give me the command of the army
agaust Megico—thal Uen. Jackson himself
propased it 1 1836. when our afTairs with that
country looked warlike ; and that then,as now,
I agreed 1o take 1.

And here, Mr. President. having fulfilledmy
1ask of vindieating the chicf magistrate of the
Union Irom the design. hypothetically impu-
ted to him, of wishing to appoint his successor,
in my persop. and by means of this licutenant
generalship. I might close my remarks : butas
my pame has been coupled with this business,

"and as [ have remained silent, and even lefimy

geat, while the measure was depending. | must
with the kind indulgence of
e, to proceed a step further, and ‘to
d on my own account ; and to show

arms—the olive-branch to go with the sword :
ministers to treat, as well as an army to fight.
A diplomatic mussion, nationally coneututed
Both 10 a geographical and in a political sense,
was to attend the head-quarters : and. while
the ministers stond ready 10 uegotiate at every
step, the army was to lake an organization anJ
as atlitude to give énnphasis 10 negotiation.—
And this combination of arms and of policy
was not mere guess-work, the idle conception
of fancy 3 but the result of a knowledge of the
state of parties in Mexico—a peace party, for
hunorable peace ; a war party, for endiess war
a8 was so limmously shown by the Sena-
tor from New Yurk (Mr. Dix) a few days ago.
My plau wasalapied o both of these parues—
honorable peace for one; the sword for the
other. ‘T'ne military part of the plan has fallen
1o the ground : the diplomatic part falls with
it: and now 1t devolves upon those who have
frusirate] the plan ol the President to present
bm a beuer.

1 counted much on the efficacy of the diplo-
mauc part of this plan ; for great errors prev il
in Mexico with regard to our designs and feel.
ings towards them, aud which nothing butan
authentic mission could remove. The war
party 18 incessant in 1ts calumaies against us,

arfully contrived to operate on every class of ;

the people, and to reunder peace impossihie.—
It has a falsehood for every class. To the re-
ligious orders the war is represented as a war
of religidn——the protesiant against the Catho-
fie——and a war of sacrilege~the spotlation of
the churches. To the creole Spaniards and
the Indians of mixed blood, they present it as
a war of racee—the Anglo Saxon agamst the
Spanish American—and the subjugation of the
latter intended. To the unmixed Indian race,

(nearly the one-half of the whole populauon,

and the sole resource of the army for its rank
and file,) it is presented as a war of extinction,
or of slavery—iheir race to be exurpated, Iike
80 many tribes in our North America; or 1o
be carried into slavery to work the fields of
their masters, hike the slaves brought from Af-
rica.  And, to all, it 18 presented as a3 war af
ambition and of conquest, in which there is no
peace for Mexico but mn-the degradation of her
citizens and the loss of her independence. A
mission, such as | proposed, would auvthenti.
cally contradict all these calumnies, and show
the deceived people of Mexico thatjust nd
honorable peace is all that we want; and that
far from wishing her degradation, both policy
and interest unite in makinlr us wish to see her
prosperous, happy. and independent.

“She is a Republic—-our neighbor—who did
us the honor to copy our forin of government,
and brad a great commerce with us.  I'he in-
juries of which we complain were the work of
a few, while the great majority of the people,
who have done us no harm, are willing to do

us justice. and reciprocate the wish for that |
close connestion. political and commereial, be-

tween the two Republics, which is necessary’
10 their own prosperity, to the stality of the
R-publizan system in all the Spanish American
States, and to the comp'ete independence of
the New World from the Old.

1 counted much on the efficacy of the dipla-
maug part of the plan, and notless on the mili-
taty part,—=if the other fnled. OF ths I can
say nothing but that it was not {ramed 1n total
ignotance of Mexican character, Mexican coun-
try, and Mexican resources. Forly years ago
I sindied Humboldy, and did not overlook his
chapter on the military defences of the country.
and especially his imposing development of
the greatelements of defence with which nature
had endowed her; the dangers of the coast
when the norh wind was blowing—the black
vamit when it was not—and the deep defiles
of volcanic mountains. ‘The plan may have
been faulty, but it was not conceived without
some knowledge of the subject § and it promis-
ed a resull—peace to the country, if it succeed-
ed, and 10 the soldier that died, 3 death worthy
of the soldier—the batilestorm his embrace, the
field of honor his bed, the lofty summite of
Cordilieras his monument and his grave !

Cure For Tig Locr-jaw.—We see it stated
opan what seems authority, that the lock-jaw
can be relieved instantly by putting a piece of
copper in immediate contact with the wound
that caused it. Simple remedies are frequently
the most putent, »

" If dried,peas, either for soup or eating whole,
are soaked ull they begin to vegetate, (about

‘and not rank, was my induce nent

two days,) they will taste as well as green peas.

Veto Messages froem Governcr—Shunk,

Of acts at the last session of the Legislature,
changing the duties and junsdiction of Jus-
tices of the Pence, in Bradford,

Budler and Erte counties.

To the Senate and Howse of Representalives of the

C Ithof Pennsylvania:

GENTLEMEN :—I have had under considera-
tion the bill, entitled, ** An Act extending the
jurisdiction of jusuices of the peace in the coun-
ty of Bradford,” which was sen; to me in the
closing hours of the laie session.

T'he essential changes which it proposes to
make in the administration of the criminal laws
of the State, so lar as they affect Bradford
county, conslitute, with me, insurmeuntable
objcetions 10 any action on my part which shall
give them the force and effect of law.

Refecing generally o the positions whivh 1
have taken in two messages of this date, retora-
ing the bills severally entitled, ** An Act toes-
tablish a cheaper and more efficient mode of
collecting takes in Buller county, and to reduce
public expenses and dimiaish litigation in said
county,” and * A Act regulaiing actions be-
fore justices of the peacs in the county of Erie.”
1 am copsirsined to say, that with reference,

this bill is liable 10 the same objections.
-1ablishes, in ope of our couaties, a novel aud
peculiar system of accusation, srraignment, and
trial of offenders against the general taw of ine
State—it dispenses altogether with the inter-
vention of grand juries—it exiends the powers
of justices of the peace over the hiberty and pru-
-perty of the citizen 10 a dangerous extent, per-

mouths—it devolves the charge and{ conduct of
public prasecutiens upun such persons as acei-
deat, interest or hate mav invite 1o that office
—and it conetructs a series of wownship courts
of Quarter Sessions, where criminal justice 18
10 be administered with forme vaknowan o the
experience of the Commonweahh, and without
the safeguards which the Cunst.tuiion i.as pre-
vided.

1 cannot but think that on a veview of ihie
bill by the two Houses, these remurks will be
found 10 have an obvious bearing upon ihe
whole scope of its provisions. I iherefore se-
wra it to the House of Represeatatives, where
itoriginated. FRs. R SHUNK.

HarrisBurs, Jan. 7, 1847.

Ts the Senate and Howse of Representutives of th
Commonuwealth of Pennsyleania - -
'
GenTLENEN :—The bill of the late session.
entitled ** An Act 1o emablish a chesper and |
more efficient mode of coli-cung 1azes i But-

boih to its coustitutionality and general policy, |

ltes-

l

miing thew 1o imprision for the term of #ix |

| , 1\ | 4 C
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prejudice in this which should nut be connee-
ted witlt the assertion of a lreeman’s rights.

But the bill goes further, am dicectly taxes

his case with an increase of costs if he shall
prefer a jury ** a# heretofore,’” W 1he novel sub.
stitute which it cffers lum. ¢ The right of tri-
al by jury” does not * remain inviolae™ when
the citizens 18 specially taxed for cluiming it
‘I'here 1s no warrant in the constitstion for af-
fixing in this way a price to the ex-tetse of
rights which come to ug a3 3 birth-right, and
which belong freely and without price w us
alf.

The provision, hke all others that infringe
on constitutional rights, is calculated to prees
with most force on the poorer aud less influen-
tial citizeps. 'The man whose social position
has placed him in some degree above the reach
of prejudice, or whose pride promptshim to
disregard it, will not be controlled by that pop-
ular sentiment to which the more hnmble may
be forced, 10 defer,  Thus freedvm of choice,
which the bill professes 1o offer 10 all, is virw-

ally withheld (rom some, or greately unpaired.
i In \he same spirit the bill enables the nich sw-
! tor, by refusing the smaller oumber of jurors,
' increase the costs of controversy. aad to-
bear hard on his less prosperous oppoaenl.—
Ina word, 1t is unequal in its operation, and

' jusiice.

By the fifieenth section of the billy a tax of
| twenty per cent. ou docket fees of auarneys,
on feea received or charged by the prothoneta-
1y, clerks of the courts und sheriff, aud five per
cent. on the fees ¢l the register and recorder,
i levied for the use of the eountry. Without
adverting to the inequality introduced into our
laws by taxing this class of officers in @ s.ngle
county, 1t may be remarked that if their fees
1o Builer are not more than an adequate com-
pensation, then itis manifesily ucjust to {ax
them for the benefitof the other cuizens. I
thets compensation iw toa great, then the sui-
tors and those having business in the register’s
and recurder’s offices, including widows =nd
ocphana, are taxed 1o relieve their fellow-cibi-
aens (rom taxativn.  Thie principle appears o
me o be at variance wiih the vmform laws and
pracuce of the Cotimouwealih, and with the
plan dictatee of natural justice.

For these reasons, without commenting on
the anomalies which the bill presents in regard
10 the other suhjects which it embraces, and 18
aiher of ns detadls, I rewrn it 1o the Senate,
where it onginated. FRS. R SHUNK,

Harrissurg, Jan. 7. 1847,

Te the Senafe and House of Representatiscs of the
Commonweclth of Pennsylvania :

GesTLENEN :—The bill, entitled + An Act

ler county, aud to reduce the public expenaes.
and diminish litigation in said county,” wae
preaented 1o me for mgnatute on the 2istof lam
April.
1 ls bill proposes 1o introsuee nto the legis-
lation of the Siate, on the sutjecis geaveaily of
waxation and judicial proceedings, numerous
tmporiant mnovations having exclusive apph-
ration 10 Batler county.  Awong these are an
entirely new plan for collecung State, county
and pour taxes, vanious new forms of county
levies. the creanon of new officers, the imposi-
| tion of new duties on old ones, changes in
" their rates and modes of compensation, and 2!
! train of modificanons in the system of juries

I have in the message returning the bill, en-
titled * An Act regulaung actinns belore justi-
ces of the peace in the county of Erie.” re.
marked upon the impnliev and danger of spe-
cial legistaton for disiricts, of which the bill
before me 1s a sinking illustranton.  Jt impones
burdens and penalnies on the citigeas of Butler!
eounty, from which the other portions of the
Siate arz [free—il increases very largely the
emoluments and powers of one county officer,

!

and segnesters 1o the use of the county teeasu- |
ry one-fifth of the compensaunon which may be :
earned by other like officers auder the lawe of ,
the Staie—and it essenually, if not in express
terms, assails the right of the freeman of that |
county 1o trial by jury ¢ ae heretafore.” !

The perilous importance of this last project-
ed alteration 1n the ancient law of Penasylva- |
nia, may jusily engross atiention. ’

In the filteenth section of the bill it is made |
L lawful 10 decide all civil svits by a jury of six
men, if the partics shall consent thereto 5 and |
the sixteenth section provides that if this con- ;

sent be withlield, the jury charges to be paid
by the losing partv shall be taxed iwenty-fice
i per cent. higher than in other cases. These ;
provisions, twken ingether, sinke me as being |
a serious infraction of the hill of rights,

I'he citizen may undoubtedly yield op by
consent Ins nght 10 a trial by jury ; of he may.
“if he chooses, submit 1o a irial befure a less
. pumber of persons than i1welve. But it must!
be by consent, and that given freely and with-
out condition or apprehension of prejudice.—
"I'he jury, so called for the trial of civil 1ssues,

has, Iromthe earliest pertod of the history of
‘our law, consisted of twelve men, all h earing
the proofs and uniting in the verdiet. Such
was the jury institntion as brought over to|
Penneylvania by our ancestors, and euch it has |
remained among us, through all revolutions of,
political government. |

The successive constitutions of the Common- *
wealth, while guarantying this mode of trial to !
ihe citizens, have protested in advance against
any legislalive mutilations of this time-honered |
monument and saféguard. Over and again it}
has been declared emphatically in the bill of
righte, that ¢ Trial by jury shall be ss hereto-
I fore.”” ‘The trial by six jurors 1s a depurture
| as eesential in principle, from the ancient land-
mark, as would be the trial by a single man.—
If we may reduce the number at all, what is to
limit the reduction ? ‘

Ttis true that the bill in question does notat
the first view appear to compel a pariv 10 ac-
cept this substitute for a jury trisl. But 03
certain extent it does so nevertheless § it cal!s/
upon the citizen who elects to enjoy.-tits un-
questionable constitutiunal right, i6”do so in
_open enurt, exposing him to the impntation of
‘desiring to muliiply tl}chnnces of disagree-
ment in the jury boxi'and of being willing. by |
the increased gxpénse of a tull jury, to add to
the county-turtheps., There is a liability to

|
|

|
|

and jury trials. .

Lthereof shall remain inviolate,’

regulating actions befors juetices of the peace
in the county of Ene,” was présented for my
approbation, on the dav preceeding the day of
the final adjournmentof the Legulature, at the
last sesmion. Having then no time to exaiine
1ts prowisicns, | held 1 over for consmiderstion.

‘Fhis bill provides a system of proceedinge
for the collecuon of debis not exceeding one
handred dollars, in the county of Eriel essen-
ually diiferent from that which is.ordained by
the generat law, for other parts of the Commen-

that inequality regards the ‘admunistratten ot |

right of el by Jury which they have had
-« heretofore,” would be in conthiet with the
spirit and waords of the Constiation.  Such be:
g the character of the Will betore me, 1 am
bound to refuse to it my signature. 1 therefore
retura 1t to the Senate where it originated, with
these my objections.

‘There are several provisions appended to the
bill : one authorizing the Wil'iams Valley rail-
road and mining company to consiruct branch
railroads, another relafing to suits for register-
ed'taxes within the connty of Philadelphia, and
agother for repealing the act vacaung Lake
street 10 Kensington,  To these the objections
1o the passage of the bill have no relation. 1
will only add that the unavoidable rejection of
these provistans of the bill on account of their
associations, illustrates in the sirongest practi-
cable manner, the unpropriety of connecting
dissimilar and incongruous subject ju the same
bell, FRS. R. SHUNK.
Hanmissure, Jan. 7, 1847,

"fhe Working of the New Tariff.

Almost every paper which “meets our eye
from the manufacturing districts contains evi-
dence of the increased operalions which the
maoufzcluring capitalists are entering  upon
in full view of the enactments of the tariff off
1846. ‘The New. Haven Register,in seply
the Palladium _of ‘that vity which has been r-
cently re-echuing the Federal ery * ruin,” tells
us of three new cottun factories which are about
tw be started in that vicinity. The Register
says, very forcibly. in view of this clamor about
s pryin”® fram the Lniff. of 18486, *« it thiv be so,
how bappens it that we are Dow exporiing cot-
ton gaods, in-tead of importing:them ?  Whilst
we are competing with the wuild in the foreign
market can we not compete with the toreigners
athome! What nonsense is this ! A goeer
dlustrution, truly, of the operatton of the free-
irade pnciples. ‘The Palladium must go fur-
ther from howe for aryuments 1o make out ita
case. Every brauch of mechavical buisness is
doing av well, 10 say the least, at the present
\ime, as under any hizh tanf we ever had—
maugre the false prediciions of the Psltadivm.”
Nor 15 this prosperitv confined to_the cotion
manufacture, Every diy bring us fresh proof
that \he iron business is equally prosperous.—
From many siwilar cases we select only the fol-
lowing 1

Faze Moest Savace Irox Worze.—The -
erations of this company continie to advance
wah steuly success, ‘The best feelings exist
belween the men and their employers. The
company are now engased in making 'ron for
the Piniadeiphin. Wilmington, and Baltimore
rairoad,  1tis of the H pattern, 69 lbs, 10 the
vord, and thus far the rads are of a very su-
penior qualiy.

AravciasLe inciDENT.—One summer even-
ing. at church in Poughkeepsie, it was found
vecessary to have all the windows open on ac-
count of the heat. 'Fhe preacher became very
eloquent, and then calming downinto a solemn
meood, he rivited the attenuon of his avdience.
You might have heard the dropping of a pin.
He then soared in a strain of eloguence ‘that

wealth. It creates a mode of deterimning suils
ansing from contracts by arbitrauon, at the io-
stance of either party ; 3 justice of peace inel-
fect selecting the refereee 1o all eases of contest,
and humeelf presiding over their deliberations.
and the award, if not exceeding tea dolloars,
betng final and without appeal. :

The bill is 1n my judgment objectionatle on
the saore of general pulicy, and is in doobiful 2c-
cordanre with the Consttution of the State.

H 1t be desirable to remodel our laws for the
collection of small debis—to extemi the eys-
tem of compulsory arbitration, and enlarge the
duties of jusuces of the peace, expanding at the
same time the limits of their_final junisdiction,
no good reason has sugureted itsell to my
mind, for limiting the benefils of the change, if
it is benefivial, to & single eounty.  The * law
of the land™ repeatedly referred to in the bill of
rights, as the great security of the citizen, im-
phies, a8 1t appears 1o me, uniformity of the law
throughout the land 1 cannot realize the pro-
priety ot the eafety of moking one law for Erie,
and another for Butler, and a third for Brad-
fard. all professing one and the same object,
and based upon no difference of circumetances.
Why should the rights of one free citgen of
Penntylvania be either grestee or lese. and hie
means of legal redresa for them be either easi-
er or more ifficult, than those of his ncighbor
across the county line ! '

It is by the uniformity with which our legis-
lation presees on all parts of the State, that the
ritizens of each part are enabled to rest with
safety on the wisdom and caution ol the Gen-
eral Assémbly. So long as each member of
either house feels, that in the vole he gives, he
is legislating fuf his immediate constituents a9
well as for those more remote, so long, and so
Jong only, will he feel in full measure thatjnes
aceountability which it has been, and is the
policy of the Consiitution to maintain. Let
the legielation once come 10 be merely local,
limited 1n its effects to a single county,or & sin-
gle township, and what security will their be
for the rights or interests of 80 small 2 fraction
of the State? Who shall guard the citizen
from oppression imposed by the representatives
of others, when they who impose the \mrde@
are not to feel it themselves, and are not.re-
sponsthle at the elections 10 those wha do?
Becanse we are one State, thereforg.should our
laws be “uniform ; or if a cifferént principle
should come hereafter to le/lhpught wise, a
county Legislature shnuld’f))e convened, fani-
liar with the wan;s/o ils constiluents, and elec-
ted by them alope

I have pliiided 10 the apparent conflet be-
tween tiiis bill and the Constitution,  * Frual
by jdry shall be as hereiofore, and thé right
¢ ' is the emphat-
ic'injunction of the bill of rights. It is vone-
cessary 1o renew the discussion which Has
heretofore occupied our courts of law respect.
ing thei mport of these words in ihe Constito-
uon of 1790. But under the same worls ast
they stand in that of 1838, 1 eannot: doub-
that 2 law if now passed for the first ume, ex-

cluding a centain class of litigants from the

carried his hearers along with him. He quo-
ied a passage of Holy Writ, and applied iv 1o
the hearts and consciences of his audience. It
wae a sulemn moment—the preacher saw his
adeantage, and was resolved Lo use it; again
he quoied he pungent passage, and began to
apply it with all hisskill.

« Whe of my_hearers can say that in these
circumstances he acted thus? Who,  say,
can say he did n!”’ .

At this moment, an insect flew into the
meeting house, screeching out, « Katy-did !
Katy-did!"”

‘Fhe whole audience become convulsed with
laughter. The minister’s eloquence went for
n.ught ; he stood amaz-d, and vented an an-
gty expression, while we thought, * Traly
there is but one step from the sublime to the
ridiculous.”

FamiLy Praver.—In binding a family to-
gether in peace and love, there is no human in-
fluence like that of domestie praver. Uniting
them in 8 commen abjert, it unites their sym-
nathies and desires. Raising their hearis to
Heaven. it brings them all together in the pre-
sence of Gnd.  The family altar is an asylom
to which they repair from the cares and toils
of life ; uniting them in efforts of faith and obe-
dience for high attainments. Faith has no
holier spnt than 2 house thus sanctified by
prayer—where the voice of supplication snd
thanksgiving conrentrates every dav: where
the word of God ia devoully read, und young
and old unite 1o show forih all his praise. It
may he humble, bus itis holy. Poverty may
be there, and sorrow—bnt its inmates are rich
in faith, aud joyous in the holy Ghost.  Sick-
ness may enter it, but it ‘comes hke an angel
of peace and mercy. Coe

Cot.. Crocuax.—~A soldier ot the Fennee-
see volunteers wnung hofme gives the follow-
ing characteristic incident of the brave old
Croghan at the storming of Monterey ;

+ We were - exposed to 2 fire for ons mile
and a-half, ffom ihree of the enemy’s batteries.
Soon after we started from our last position
they opened a most galling fire upon us. Jost

_af this moment we met-old Cal. Croghan. the

hero of Saudusky. with his hat off waving itin
the @ir ; he rode between us and the enemy’s
fire. and said, waving his hat. * go on boys,
go on Tennesseeans, remember you aré from
the land of Jackson! Go on and take that
fuct, and bear in mind that vou are from the
land of 01d Hickory.—The gallant Tennes-
seeans returned a loud shout and on they =
went.”

Severe REtorT.—A mon who marries a
vich wife must expect occasionally 1o Phave it
flung in bis teeth. We have heard & report.
wowever. which we think mnst have silenced
such thrusis. A gentleman whao had the mis-
fortune. was once exhibiung the fine points of
Iis hotse to a friend.

« My horse, if Fou please.’ said the wife:
“my money hought that horse,”

+ Yes, madam,’ replied the hushand, bowing,
++azd your money bought me.”



