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Woad aud Grain, {Vasited at this Ofice,

Ou Heconnts six yens old.

Eorrile Mirder oi a Wife!

On Manday evening last, our .community were filled
with horror and alarm, at the iuformation that Jastes
P. Lixsronn, residing in Rome, iu this county, had that
evening, mede an attempl to murder his wile, by shoot-
“ing her through the budy with a pistul.  From subse.
guent information we gather the following particulars uf
this unnatural and aggratated occurrence :=It appears
that Langford had repeatedly threatened the lite of his
wife, had purchased a pistol for that avowed purpose,
aod on the night on which the dreadful déed wasaccom.
plished, deliberately luaded the pistol in her presences
and disrezarding her prayers and supplications, holding
her with one hand, shot her through the abdomen, the
ball passing entirely through her body and lodging in
her cloth s, Sha has sinc- lingered in extreme pain,
but cann sl passitly recover,”

Lanuford was inmedintely arrested. and is now in our
jail awaiting ki~ trial, which will probably take pluce at
February Court.

No reason can b assigned for the commission of this
dreadful crime. It 15 but the ead finale of years of
brotality on his part ; and patient sulfering and resigna-
tion from ber.  Our whale c‘-mmunity‘ bear witaess to

~ the examp’ary character of Mrs. Langford, and to her
worth and standing. . ‘

This dreadfut deed is trat another dark chapter in the
histary of Intenperance.

We have been thus bejefin respect to this occurrence
—as the prisoner awaita his trial by the laws of his
country, and we wish not to add to the siready over.
whelwing indignation manifest: d against him.

Tne Govreson's Mrssacr, crowds out our usual
variety—Editorial, Coungressivnal, Harrisbarg correspon-
dence, Legislative, &, &e.

Letter to the Editors dated Hannrsarnc, Jan, 6, *47.

Messns. Eptrors.—The Speakers of both Houses
were elected yesterday. The whig party having nomi-
. nated their candidates acted in harmonious concert, and
of course elected on the first ballot.  Mr. Cooper in the
House and Mr. Gibbons in the Senate. They are both
gentleman of talent and considerable experience, and if
can k'gep aloof from political prejudice, will make excel.
lent!Speakers,  The same party met in caucus last night
and ‘made noninations for. the respective Clerkships, and
other officers of bath branches. In the Senate they no-
minated Mr. Hamerly, an old and experienced Clerk,
though a young man. He is said to be a most efficient
elek.

In the House, David Fleming, a young Lawyer of this
place reccived the nomination. He is a very good and
competent man, and withal a very affable, clever fellow.

There is such an.unnumbered multitude of disappoint
ed expoctants, that much dissatisfaction prevails. A
great deal of loud talking and scolding is heard in almos;
every crowd, and some say the thunders that indi .

tranemitted on the 15th day of July, 1846, to the
Woar Department: i The patriotism “and zeal ‘which
were 50 promptly and cheerfully manifested on this
occasion, by the” volunteers of Pennsylvania, give
proof of their devotiori 1o the service of thecountry,
highly creditable to themselves and honorable 1o
the State, : ot B

The six regiments thus called for, were not mas-
tered into the servicé, ¢ "7 - i

"On the 16th of Ndvember, 1846, 5 request ‘was
made by the President for’one regiment of volun-
teers from thix Siate, to consist of ten companies,
to becontinued in service during the war with Mexi-
co, unless, pooner dizchargzed. - This request was
announced ou the 18th of November, 1846, 1o the
volunteers who had previously tendered their ser-
vices, and the reziment was prompily filled and
mustered into the rervice of the United States at
Pirshure. on the 15:h day of December.  Sixofthe
companies comnnosing the regiment, were onganized
in Philulelphia: one in' Potisville; one in Wilkes-
Barre, and two in Pitisburg. N -

On the 14th December, 1846, a request was made
by the President, for another regiment of volunteer
infaniry from” this State, to serve during the war
with Mexico, unless sooner discharged.” This re-
aiment was filled, even with more promptitudethan
the former, and ordered to rendezvous at Pittsbury,
onthe 5h instant. One of the companies compos-
ing this regiment, was organized in Philadelpgin
one in Readinz: on in Mauch Chuuk : one ia Har-
risbura: one in Danyille : two in Cambria county :
one in Westmoreland county : one in Fayette coun-
ty:und one in Piusburg.

The eunergy and die exalted patriotism which
have thus been evinced by the ciizen soldiers of
Pennsylvania, are an admirable illustration of the
working< of our free system, and of the strength of
our government.

The otficers and eoldiers who have entered into
the service of the country,’are independent free-
ten, in the-vigor of youth and manhood, intellizent
and energdlic, snimated with the love of liberty, and
proud of the dizmity of being citizens of the Gaited
States.  Such are the volunteer soldiers of Peun-
sylvania, who have filled two regiments, and are
ready to furnish any additional number that may be
required.

[u referring to the manly zeal of the soldier, allu-
sion to the benevolence of the citizens who provid-
ed for their comfort on the march, and who became
the wuardians of those they lef behind, and were
dependent upon them, ednnot Le omitted, Those
wenerous feelings, <o admirably eapressed. in which
woman ringled the fulness of her patriotism, and
the charms of her influence, cast a halo around the
volunieer, when with linzering looks at the loved
objects of home: he commenced his wintery march
for the seat of war, and zave him the assyrance that
the Lleseings of the soldier's friends—of the whole
country, were upon himn, and their protecting care
around his family. -

That compensation, in addition to the small al-
lowance made by the laws of the United States,
rhould be provided for these brave men, who have
devoted themselvesto the country, in most reasona-
ble. T submit, respectfully, to the General Assem-
bly, the propriety and justice of invoking Congress
to appropriate, for their use, such portion of the
public land as may be sufficient to fumish a com-
petent freehold to each of the officers and soldiers,
who liave, in compliance with the request of the
President. volunteered to serve in the war ith
Mexico. and are mustered into the rervice of the
United States. A better disposition, could not. in
my opinion, be made of a part of the public do-
main. .

It ix to be regretted that, asthe contingency which
had arisen was not forseen, there was no provision
made by the Legislature, for defraying the expen-
ses of the marching the ‘volunteers to the place of
rendezvous.  The allowance made by the seneral
government, for this purpose, was little more than
suflicient, with the most riid economy, to pay the
cost of transportation. These men were hurried
from their homes, with litile time for preparation,
and when they artived, and were musiered into
the service, the smail sum for definyingtheir travel-
g expenses, which was their only compensation
up to that period, wus nearly exhausted. T submit
to the General Assembly, the propriety and justice
of refunding to them, the expenses of the march to
Pittsburg. "Thesac ifices they have made, and the’
spirit they have evineed, ments, in my opinjon, this
emall acknowledyment from the representatives of
the people.

It is proper to add, that, although this subject has
been presented to the general overnment, no pro-
vision has yet been made to gefmy the expenses
incurred by the volunteers, in preparing themselves

eertain storm, can be distinctly heard. It is not impos-
sible that their caucns nominations will be broken down,
which will be rather amusing, although it will oot in the
least benefiti the democrats, The Whig party are 100
we:l disciplined and too hungry for *spoils™ to permit
a cramb to e:cape.

The city and county of Philadelphin have elected de-
legates in favor of the re-nomination of Gov. Shunk,
which setties that question. His re-nomination is ngw
certain, and unless black treason stalks abroad, nothing®
can prevent Lis election. .

I had always thought that Irvine was the strong man
of the Whig party, but it looks any thing else here.—
M. Cooper has strong and  active friends who will pro-
cure his nomination if it can be done.

Yours, &c.

~ GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

To the Scaate and House of Regresentatives :

Gestreyey :—The Legistature has assembled at
atime which is distinguished for the general health
and prosperity of the people.

While we deplore the wants and wretchedness
0° numbers of our rave, resubing principally from
the intluence of unjust sovernments, we are en.
abled, by comparing aur condition with theirs, to
appreciate the inestimable value of our own free
inslitutions, and are moved to unite our grateful
hearts in adoration and prai<e for the wonderful
goodness of our Jleuvenly Father, who has multi-
plied our civil and relizious blessings, and has not
only preserved us from the horrors of want, but
hias enabled us, out of our abundance, to feed the
hungry, and has made usa great and happy peo-

e

Siace the last a ljonrnment of the General Assem-
bly, the peace which had solong subsisted between
this nwion aid & other nations of the world. has
ben di<turhed by the war Between the Uhited
Sates and Mexien.  The arave causes which have
Irodured this ruptnse ase ably mid satistactorily set
torth in the ke wiamal messize of the President to
Congiess. They show a digmified forbearance on
the’ pad of this wovernment, under muliplied
wronzs and azzresions. aud 'a laudable desite td
preserve peace wiile it blessings could be secured
consistanily with die noional honor, A free peo-
ple, couseious tiut they wsk notbing but what is
rizht, cannot su'kait to wrong, and hovwever much
they deprecice the evils of war, thejr joast rights
raust bz maiaine L Iaace Coagress. anthe 13th
of May, 1546, annou - e 1. that by the act of Mei-
co astee of war evis ed between that vovernment
arl the Unitnd States. zn ) for Uwe purpose of prose-
cating itto a speedy and suzcessfulteanination, the
Presideat was aathorized to ewmploy the migitia
naval a1l military forees of the Uneed Suges. and
o call for and aceepriiy senvice. of fif y thpusund
volu

ooy the tath of May. 1816, re-
s ~wrive bl this Siave. 10 cause 1o be
olad wo b eld e readine s, for mnter into the

! i ed Saes, six rezimeats of volun-
h o coumstof tea comaies, o
2yvhsor o the ead of she war,

ihoihis eequoat, gene-zl onlers
o 231 of My, 1846, aauouncing
wera st e that the oder of six gesimenis
»: tfan ey woald ba aceepied, 1 be held

5 107 inuster into thie service of the Uni-
b pussua xee of this amouncement, the
companes of voluniser infuniry,

<

ie regimedis, wese received and

for into the service, under the request ofthe
President, of the 19th of May, last. This subject,
too, is worthy of the immediate consideration ofthe
General Assembly. R S

A detailed report of the procecdings in this State,
for orzanizing the troops, to serve in the Mexican
war, will be made as early as practicable by the Ad-
jutant General, and submitted, as soon a2sit is re-
ceived, to the General Assembly.

Iu connection with this subject, it is my du'y to
state, that, to the industry and ability of Adjo:ant
General Bowman, and his Assistant, Colonel Petri-
ken.l have becn exsentially indebted, for the prompt,
methodical and satisfactory armngements, by means
of which the duty that devolved upon me, in the
orzanization of these troops, has been performed ;
and as existing laws make no provision, [ respect-
fully submit, that suitable compensation for the ser-
vices which have been rendered, should be prompt-
ly made to these officers. *

The debt, and finances of the Commonwealih,
present one of the most interesting subjects thatcan
engage the attention of the Legislature,

The following is an exhibit of the Sats debt, on the
1st of December last, as appeara from the Report of the
Auditor General :

Total funded debt, $38,858,970 53
Relief notes in circulation, 1,081,664 00
Interest certificates, outstanding, 703,810 €9
JInterest certificates, unclsimed, 4,433 11

Interest on certificates, to August
. 1, 1845, whea funded,

44423 21
Domestic creditor,

96,372 47

Total public delt, on the 1st De.

cember, 1846, $10,789,577 08

Being $196,816 22, less than it was on the ist Decem-
ber, 1845.

The payment of the interest on the funded debt
had been suspended for two years and a_ half pre-
ceding the 1st of February, 1845, for which certiti-
cates were issued, which constitute a part of the
existing debt. In consequence of the non-payment
of the interext, the balance®in the Treasurv had ac-
cumulated on the ist of December, 1811, to the
sum of $663,851 88 ; and o the 1st day of Februa-
‘Y, 18435, the payment of the interest on the funded
debt was resumed, and has been continued up to
the present period, and the credit and honor- MP the
State maintained. ' This is_a source of hizh gratifi-
cation to our citizens, and has tended greatly to

restore our good old Commonwealth, to the elevated-

and proud position she formerdy occupied, and
which, I trust, shf® is destined to oecupy for all time
to come,

Wiile, howerver, we mingle our congratulations
uyon this comparatively prosperous state of affairs,
it'is proper that the true condition of our resources
shuuld be accurately and eritically examined, and
ahways kept in view, aud not only to guard by
ample provisions against the possibility of another
{ailure punctually to meet all the demands upon
the public Treasury, but to make provision for the
cun‘:]meuccmem of a system for reducing the pub-
lic debt .

It has been my constait endeavor, especially in
the annual messaze of January, last, and thsspe-

-cial message & the 21st of April, following, (o im-

press upo the represen'atives of th» peole, the
uszessiy and importance of this sobject. Ia [ra.
sen.ing it to the Legislature, at the last session, it
became my duiy to show that the taxes assessed on
reul and personal estale, together with all the othar
revenue that ucrued within the fiseal year, endizg
oa the 30th of November, 1815, were fess than the
expeaditures of the year, by the sum of #1H4,199
32, which deficit was snpplied out of the balanse
in the Treasury on tha 1at of December, 1844, und
by o« dininution of the owtstanding taxes.  Thus,

‘Showing » rediction éfthe balsses in the ™

a sinking fuyd, of

ber, 1814, the balancein . . ..
T ”?;”“.‘m.' T “'8669,951 88
And on the 15t of December, 1845, it was §84,886 09

 Tressury of - 27896579
in!!ajlzngeemht.'lsﬂ_‘. the Mo oY

 ble guistanding taxes was $1,009.77803
Andion the Tst December, 1843, S
87451460 7.

s Aliey were estimated st
Showing & dimination of the )
- _outstanding_taxes of . . 135333 63

And meking en sggregate diminution of the
balance in the ‘T'reasury,and ootitanding
taxes, during the year unding 30ih No-
vember, 1845, 0f © | $414,199 32
This statement demonstrates that the taxes, and other

revenues rd, and ‘secruing within the year, were

less, Ly the above sum, than the demands vpon the Treau-

vy. during the s2ine period. 3
The financial oporations of the year,»nding on the 30th

of Navember, 1846, also oxhibits a like deficiency, but

less in amount. Thus,

‘The balanee in the Froasury on tho 1st Des °
cember, 1845, wae $384,886 00

And the esti J of
es oulstanding ot the same period, wes

Yokl -

874,544 50
Making an aggegate amouat of balance in
the Treasury, and outstanding taxes, un
the 1st December, 1845, of
The balance in the Treasury
on the 1st Dec., '46,was  $438,678 70
And the estimated amount of
svailuble outstanding taxes,
st the same period was

1,259,430 59

542 €38 64
Making an aggregate of the
balsucein the Trrasury,and
slauding taxes, on the lst
December, 1848, of

072,367 34

Showing a diminution ofthe balanee in the
Treasury, and outstanding taxes, during
the fiscal year ending on the 30ih No-
vember, 1816, of ’ $332,063 25
It thus appears, that the taxes assessed, and :he

other revenues accruing within the fiscal year just

ended, were insufficient to meet the demands upon
the Treasury, by the above sum. . -

It will be perceived that the balance in the Trea-
sury on the 1st of December, 1846, was tieater than
was estimaled in the last annual message, and that
the amount of the outstanding taxes hus been re-
duced below the estimate then made. .

As it was apparent that these recurring deficien-
cies, would soon exhaust the balance in the Trea-
sury, and all the arrcarages of uvailable outstanding
taxes, I was impelled to urge upon the General As-
sembly, at their last session, with a0 much eamest-
ness, the indispensable necessiz of providing some
addiional 1evenue, to place the finances of the
State upon & permauent pasi# Near the close of
the session, an act was passed, entiticd ** Anact to
provide for the reduction of the public debt,” wiich
embraces some additional objects of taxation, and
contains provisions for enforcing, more efiectually,
the intention of the act of 1844. It was, however,
passed at a period of the session when there was
no time for deliberation, and coutains some provis.
ions, which, in my estimation, ought to be m« difi-
ed. It seems to me that, an aitempt {0 tax book
accounts, and moneys due on contracts, will only
prove vexatious to the citizens and officers, with-
out adiling substantiallyto the revenue. Astheact
of 1816 has not yet had time to produce any prac-
tical results, no certain estimate can be made ot the
amount of additional revenue it will produce: but;
it is believed, that this law, together with the in-
crease of the value of property, since the last trien-
nial assessment, will, if the present triennial assess-
is fairly made, enlarge the revenue derivable from
real and personal estate :0 an amount equal to the
deticiency that occurred in the accruing revenue of
the last year, 'The loss of tolls, and the additional
expenditures upon the public works, occasioned by
the extraordinary flood of last spring, is a subject
which may be properly noted here.” By reference
to the report of the Canal Commiszioners, it appears
that they have estimated the loss of tolls occusion-
ed by the delay in opening the navigation, at the
sum of 3150,000, and that the cost of extraordinary
repairs, required in consequence of injuries by the
flood, was $111,515; making the agzregate loss
to the Stite, by this unusual casaalty, ¥261,515.—
Ifthis disaster had not occurred, the accruing
revenue, éxclusive of the balance in the Treasury
on the first of December, 1845, and the taxes then
outstanding, would have been nearly equal tothe
demands upon the Treasury, during the "last fiscal
year.

From the Canal Commissioner’s Report it appears,
that the receipts from Canal 2nd Railroad tolls, and
charges for motive pdwer, were—

For thoe year 1843,

For the year 1844,

For the year 1845, 1,196,979 42
For the year 1846, 1,295,494 76
Showing a gradual and steady increase, during the
above period. Even last year, notwithstanding the
delay in opening the navigation, they exceeded
those of 1815, by the sum of $£98,51533. There
is good reason, therefore, to believe, that if the pub-
lie works shall continue to be conducted with the
same degree of skill, industry, and integrity, with
which they have been managed for some years past,
the receipts from them will continue to increase,
until the business upon them reaches their full ca-

pacity. :

Some apprehensions have been expressed, that
the construction of the great Central Railroad, be-
tween Philadelphia and Pittsburgz, may be the
means of dimimshing the income from the improve.
meuts of the State.  In this [ do not eoncui; on the'
contrary,® entertain the opinion, that the increased
comumerce, which it will invite between our great
Eastern and Western emporiums, and the regions
which connect with them, will not only add to the
revenues of the Columbia railway, bat “will gready
increase the productiveness of alf vur public works.
Such, [ believe, has been the experience of New
York ; and such, I doubt not, will, in a very few
years, be that of our own Commonwealth.

I transmit, herewith, a statement showing the ac-
tual receipts and expenditures, for the last fiscal
year; and, also, an estimate of the same, for the
present year, made with muchscare, upon full con-
saltation with the other officers of the government.
From this estimate, it appears that the receipts of
the year will esceed the expenditures, by the sum
of ¥194,141 11. )

The balance in the Treasury, on the 1st instaat,
was anly £438,986 68. i is, therefore, alogether
probable, that it may become neces-<ary to make
some arrangement to anticipate a small portion of
the revenue of the year, to meet the interest which
will f:dldd::; on the 1lsz of February next. I ve.
commend that some legal ision be promptly:
made for this purpose, Thmill not axzrect Ptllllz
financial calculations and estimated resulls of the
year. I feel entire confidence that, taking into view
the opentionu of the whole year, the resnlts will
sastain substantially the estimates that have been
presented. ’

. The sum of two hundred thousand dollars, which

18 now annually appropriated to the cancelation of

the relief imsues, and which is included in the es-

timales, is discharging that amount. of the.public

:{leb(tl yeary and is, in fact, au existing sinking

and. - ;

If, therefore, the conclusion at which I have ar-
rived, shall prove correct, that the taxes assessed
under existing laws, on real and personal property,
with the ordinary revenues, and an amonnt from,
the public improvements, equal to that received
dun_ug the past year, will prove suflicient to pay
the interest on the public debt, and other demands
upon the ‘Treasury, the annual increase of folls up-
on 11}3 public works, may be added to the Ppresent
sinking fund of two hundred thousand dollars a
year. From thc_e experience of the three Jast pre-
ceding yoars, tiis increase may be tairly es imnted,
for some years to come, at one handred ‘housand
dollars per annum ; and, if it be added annually to
the existing fund for the cancellation of the raljef

$1,017,841 12
1,167,003 42

issues, they will oll be taken out «f circulajon in
about threc years, at which-time the Stat> will have

! ury half a miilion of dollars, 10 com-
mence the' liquidation of her fundod debt. The

“{ twenty y{zum,

+{ sum_ of §23;

application )
“ix?tl;resi," 1 the

of this fund, annually, with its accruing
“purchasé’ of five per cent
stock, at par, \vilB at the end of ten years&ld;schargt}
$6,288,929 of the  public debt, and, at the end ¢
816,532,881, which: will reduce the
debt, including the cancellotion *of relief issues, at
the end of twenty-thres yeais from this time, tothe,
175,032, ‘ihe nett income from the
public works will then, it may-be fairly presumed,
more than ample’to pay the interest on theState
delt, and the people muy e entirely relieved from
all taxation, for the payment of inferest. In fact,
there is reason to believe, that, the increased wealth
of the Sipte, and the accumulation of business on
the public works, will, at a much carlier pericd ad-
mit of important .reductions in the taxes, without
vetarding the consummation of the foregoing plan
for reducing the debt. Notwithstanding some may
be disposed to view these suggestions as visionary,
1 bave the most entire confidence in their prictica-
bility, provided thé public works shall continue to
be managed with integrity and skill, the tax laws
fairly executed, and the government, in 21l its de-
partments, honestly anid faithfully administered.
In connection with this subject, I respectfully re-
commendtothe General Assembly,the propriety and
policy of proposing to the people an amendmentto

tenth article of the instrument, by which the in-
‘come from the public improvements, after deduct-
ing the necessary expenses for repairsand superin-
tendenc >—tha revenue arising from the State tax,
on real and personal property, {or a certain pel’lo‘;l(i
and such other items of income as may be deem
expedient to include, shall be set apart and be sa-
credly pled zed for the payment of the interest upon
the publ.c debt, and the gradual liquidation of the
principal.

‘Such an amendment, judiciously arranged, would,
1 apprehend, meet with the decided approbation of
the people of the Commonwealth. It would con-
centrate public eentiment upon a fixed object—re-
move all doubt of the “fulness of the public credit,
and lay the foundation for the final extinguishment
of the public debt. It would give an adduional se-
curity and assurance to the people, and to the pub-
lic ereditors, that, in no event could the pul lic reve-
nue bediverad from its legitimate ol ject. aud would
furnish conclusive reasons tor the promnpt and cheer-
ful payment cf the taxes. .

I would expectrully recommend a careful exami-
nation of the operations of the existing tax laws.—
Taxes, however correctly they may be arranged by
law, full to a certuin extent, unequally upon the peo-
ple, in consequence of their vanious circumstances
and liabilities; ‘but if to this unaveidable result be
added careless and irregularassessments, by which
larze amounts of property escape taxation, greatin-
justice is done 10 those who. make an honest and
full return. of their taxable propens'. .

The adjustment by Congress of the rates of duty
orr imposis, is a topic that continues to divide pub-
lic sentiment. Jn my messagze of the 7th of Janua-
ry, last, 1 took occasion to express the views which
T'then entertained regarding it, and to these views
I continue to adhere. I can entertain no-doubt of
the constiintional power of ihe federal govemnment,
to make such discriminations in the rates of duties
on imperts, as may afford reasonable encourage-
ment to domestic manufactures and productions
which mav be injuriously affected by foreign com-
petition. ‘This is a power incident to every sover-
ety State, and as the separate States of this Union
are by the express terms of the constitution prohi-
bited from its exercise, it follows, that, unless it re.
sides in the federal government. the United States
are without this essential :‘bnte of National
sovereignty.

The exient of these discriminations, bearing, as
they do, upon conflicting interests, and in some de-
gree arrayng those of one portion of the Union
against another, can only be adjusted under the in-
fiuence of that spirit of consessiun, and compromise,
which prevailed in the adoption of the Censtitution
iself. The history of ourlezislation on this®ubject,
demonstrates most conclvsively, that a tariff, to be
permanent, which is so essential to the manufactu:-
ing, as well as all the other great interests of the
Country, must be reasonable and equitable, and
that all attempts to establish a rate of ultra protec-
tive, or low horizontal duties, have only tended to
kecp the question in a state of constant agitation,
than which nothinz can be more prejudicial to the
interests of the business community. [am, there-
fore, in favor of such just discriminating duties as
may be sufficient to sustnin all our great Nationalin-
terests against injurions competition from abroad ;
such as will give to the home manufacturer, an
producer, reasonable profits on. his capital, and ena-
ble him to pay his workmen fair wages, without
unnecessanly taxing the consumer. oo

Pennsylvania, posse:sing as she does, such ;vast

agriculiural, manufocturing and mineral resources,
and com: ial advantages, has a peculiar interest

in the adjustment of this question, upon a perma-
nent basis. Should the changes made in the rate
of duties, by the tariff act of 1846, affect injuriously
any of the gieat interests of the country, we must
unitg oureflorts to induce Congress, to whose care
and df¥tretion the subject is commitied by the Con-
stitution, and on whose wisdem and justice'we may
safely rely, to make all just and reasonable amend-
ments. .

From allthe reflection I have been able to give
this vexed and complicated sabject, I am thoroughly
convinced, that reasonable diseriminating duties,
such as cdn be permanently maintained, in connec-
| tion with the operations of the Constitutional Treasu-
I 3, and a sound currency, will do more to promote

ie permanent and general prosperity of all the
great interests of the Country, than any other sys-
tem cf policy which can be adopted. “High duties,
with the employment of banks as the depositories
of the public monegs, and a consequent inflation of
-of paper currency, by which the advantase of the
duty to the home manufucturer and producer is
destroyed, are as certain to hasten and aggravate
those comme:cialrevulsions, to which all nations are
exposed, as profligacy and vice are to produce
want and misery. . ’

The repeal, or modification of the British Corn
Laws, b% which our agricultural products are admit-
ted into British ports, while it was a measure dicta-
ted alike by sound policy, and humanity, towards
the suffering population of the United Kingdom, has
had a most hgppy influence upon our farming in-
terests. This measure has already augmented the
demand for our bread-stuffs, at enhanced pricés,
and there is reason to believe, it will continue to in-
crease permanently our agricultural exports, which
cannot fiil to add to the general wealth and pros.
perity of the State and Nation. ‘.

In the last annual message I expressed my views
at length. in regard to the policy of the banking sys-
tem, to which I respectfully refer. To the opin-
ions therein contained, [ continue to adhere. At
present there is reason to believe that our bunks are
ina comparatively sound condition. Without as-
ctibing this creditable and healthy state of things
entirely to the policy which has been adopted, of
limiting the amount ofthe banking capital, and mak-
-ing bankers individually liable for the] payment of
their debts, I am persuaded that it has a salutary
influence in preserving the soundness of the vur-
rency, and that it should be adhered to inflexibly.

I refer you, with great pleasure, to the able report
of the Canal Commissioners, for a detailed state-
ment of the operations upon the public improve-
ments, during the past year. .

The economy, skill and integnty, with . which
they Lave been managed, for a few years past, have
greatly tended to resiare public confidence, and re-
establish the credit of the State, and justly “entitles
every member of the respective Boards of Canal
Commissioners, who hashad an ageney in produc-
ing this great reformation, to the gratitude and con-
fidence of the whole community. 1 referto the
fact, with no ordinary sai-faction, that during the
last three years there has not occured, among all
the officers and agemis employed on'the severul
lines of improverients, a single case ofdefaleation.

The improvement of the- Ohio river, from its
mouth to the city of Pittsburg, has heretofo:e b:en
deented an ol xct of suflicient natio.ial importauce,
1o claim the attention of the federal govemment.—
Numerous appropriations have beea” made for this
purpose, butaot sufficient to carry ont auy efficient
und useful system. Many of the Western and
South-Westem Siates of the Union, are int d

the constitution of the State, under the form, of the’

i ittsburg, renders its improvements on ob-
;éggg tx;ie gfeﬁést interest to tlug State. Ifit were
made navigable during all seasons of the year (ex-
cept when jce-bound) for steamboats ofalarge cla.-;::i
it would aild to the comrnerce of Philadelphia ant
| Pitsburg, and to the carrying trade upon the public
works, an amount of business thatcannot be rendily
estimated. -1 therefore suggest to the members of
the General Assembly, the propriety of mémorializ-
ing Congress on this subject, and pressing il upon
the altention of the gencrat government, unincum-
bered with any minor p(;o]ects, as one wurthy its
special consideration and favor.

Pfcmfer withmuch_eatisfaction, to the reports of
the Auditor General and State Treasurer. They
exhibit in detail the condition of the finances of the
S:ate, and show the laudable industry and intelli-
gent care which these officers have employed in
the discharge of their impeftant and laborious du-
ties. k

' Before the passage of the act of Assembly oflast
session, which truncferred to the county in whichthe
crime may have been committed, payment ofex-

nses for arresting fugitives from justice, the State
ggd become liable to variouns agents, duly authoriz-
ed, 1o an_inconsiderable amount. This liability
could not be met, because no appropriation wi§
made for that purpose. The individuals intesested
in this matterare jus.ly enutled to remuneration, and
I respeciully recommend that an appropriation ‘be
made to liquidate their claims. The amount will
be laid before you by the Auditor General.; .
n quenee of the engeengemtrgofihe Adju-
tant General in the organization of e volunteers
for the service ot the United States in the war with
Mexico, his annual report upon our military affairs
has not yet been received, as soon as it comes to
hand it will be transmitted to the General Asssembly.
The Act ofthe 29th of March, 1836, provided for
the appointmen: and compensation of a State Geolo-
gist and his assistants,” and a competent practical,
analytical, and experimental chemist, for the pur-
ose of making an accurate geolegical and minera-
E)gical suivey of the State, with a view to deter-
mine the order, succession, arrangement, relative
position, and the dip or inciinzniun, and the compa-
tive ma:mitude of the several zeological formaticns
within the State, and to.discover and examiue all
deposites of ores, coaly, clays, marles and such other
mineral substances as may be deemed useful or
valuable. The State Geologist was required to
make annual reports of the progress of the survey
—to cause to be presented on the map of the Com-

the various areas occupied by the different geologi-
cal formations in the State, and to mark thereon the
localities of the respective deposities of the various
mineral substances discovered. - Itis made the du-
ty of the chemist, to make full and complete ex-
aminations, assays and analyses of all such rocks,
ores, soils, mineral substances and mineral waters,
as may be submiited to him by the geologist, and
to furmish him with a detailed and  complete ac-
count of the results so obtained. It was also made
the duty, among oiher things, ofthe State Geologist
upon the completion of the survey, to compile a
memoir of the geology and mineralogy . of “the
State, comprising a compleie account of the lead-
ing subjects and discoveries embraced in the survey.

In pursuunce of this act, a State Geologistand hs
assistants, &c., were appointed, who proceeded
wi h the work, and \he State expended upon it the
sum of ~76,627 87. A number of annual teponis
were made, as provided by law ; but the ‘main ob-
ject of the Legislature, the publication of a complete
memoir of the survey, exhibiting the results of the
examination, and embodying for the use of the pub-
lic the vast sum of information, for which so large
an amournt of public money was expended, has nat
yet been accomplished. 1t appearsto me thatihis
subject is of sufficient importance to secure Legis-
lative consideration. -

Frequent complaints have for years been made
by the people, of the time consumed in the Legis-
lature by the passage of private and local bills,
which greatly increase the business, and create sub-
jo¢ts for repeal and amendment. Many laws are
thus enacted whichappear 10 be regarded as of litile
consequence or value, forof the acts of the last ses-
sion, fortythree remain in the office of the Secreta-
ry of the Cominonwealth, which have neither been
enrolled nor printed, because of the small amocunt
of tax to which they are subject by the act of the
16th of April, 1845, has not been paid into the
State Treasury, Thus, after the time in preparing
and paseing these bills has been consumed, and the
cost of printing and transcribing them has been in-
curred, they are suffered to remain in the office,
useless and neglected. This proves that much pri-
vate legislation could™be profitably disgenscd wiih,
and the time it occupies devoted to subjects of gen-
eral legislation, by which the duration of the ses-
sions would be shortened, and the expenses;of go-
vernment greatly diminished. -

The progressive iricrease of the number of di-
vorces granted by’ the ligislature, forces this subject
upan the consideration of the General Assembly.—
It appears to be the settled policy of this State, to
provide by law for the dissolution of the marnage
contract, for other causes than adultery. These
causes are enumerated in the Act of the 13th of
March, 1815. They embrace a wide range, and
seem to provide for ull the grievances that’ may
arise inthis interesting relation, which require legal
interposition.

8pecial acts of the Legislature for disturbing the
contract betwveen husband and wife, are calculated
to arrest the attention of every good citizen, when it

and facilities for releasing parties from their obliga-
tion, are justly regarded as strong indications of
degeneracy ‘in public virtue and public morals; and
that a high regard of marital rights, and a sacred
observance of marriage contracts, are among the
strongest proofs of the progress of civilization, and
of the influence of true religion.

The preamble of the act of 1815, commends it-
relf to our a:ﬁg:;oml by the wisdom and apmess for
which it is distinguished. The Legislature there
say, ¢ Whereas the divine precepts of the Chris-
tain religion—therpromotion of the best interests
of human happinéss, the design of marriage, and
the object of parties entering into the marriaze state,
]r_equi;e that it should continue during their joint
ives. :

These salutary truths, so well expressed, present,
in imposing terms, the duty of extreme caution in
interfering with the sanctity of the marriage con-
ract.

Itmay be tnie that cases occasionally arise of
such extreme hardship, as to warrant the passage
of special acts of divorce ; but such as require fe-
gislative interposition can but seldom occur, unless
the wide range of the act of 1815 is extended be-
yond reasonable limits.

The signing of bills for dissolving the bonds cf
matrimony has always ‘been to mie‘a perplexing
duty. I have hitherto given my assentto them,
confiding in the judgment and discretion of the re-
presentatives of the people, to whom, and not to
the Executive, the facts of each case are submitted.
But upon a review of the special divorces granted
since the enactment of the act of 1815, it appears
that there has been an alarming increase of em,
which ehould, in my opinion, be arrested. During
the first period of ten years after the passage of the
said act, laws were passed for divorcing the parties
fo fsurfeen marringe contracts ; during the next ten
Years, forty-fwo, and during the last ten years, ninely
were passed.

I know of no change in the habits, manners, or
condition of the citizens of the State, in theirsocial
relations, or in the increase of theirnumber, that'ss
%ms for, or warrants this increase of divorces.—
It 13 possible that the cause of it may in a degree
be found in the facility of obtaining legislazion on
the subject. © Without further inquiry inio the cause,
the effect is, in my judzment injurious to the pub.
lic welfare, and should be sfrietly guarded against
ia fuure. ‘

W:eatever oubt may have been, or are now ca-
t riainzd, of tie power of the Legislature to pass di-
vorce laws, for any other cause than adultery, orto
pass them under the provisions of the Coasiituian
of the United States, that no State shall pass any
law impairing the obligaion of contracts, 1t seems
lo be conceded, agninst the apinions of many wise
and good men, that the power may be constitution-

in this improvement. The connection, howerver,
of the maty liue of our canals anel railroads af the |

ally exercised ; but in view of these opinions; the
exfreme delicacy and responsibility of granting
these applicaions, appear i a strong light.

[ open trial, the right to which™ canpoy b dﬁirm

monweulth, by colors and other appropriate means,’

is remembered that the dsiregard of marrage vows, |,

Under the mzmiage cortric
uable rights are vested in lhel' l;l\‘l;:;h 5
responsibilitics are assumed w{:j ad
disturbed, even when the power 1g ;
gucsﬁonaiﬂe, without leya| notice ey

to :
is 10 be affected by the proceeding, ;:s s“"i g

‘and can only be red by referrin,
thehjludicial—t{ibunﬁs.l Y releming the
every view I can take of ik ; .
jeet, I am penruaded that these sp.:;mmk
divorces, have a dangerons tendency aﬂd‘iﬁ: (N
power to grant them 13 exen ised at aj] g > ile
rd for al the public welfare mqm,e,,'mul’?“mn.
< limited to cises ofextreme hardship andmhw
tionable propriety. ; . " e,
progress of onr age in civilizag;
distingunirhed in Pennsylvanin’ by ﬁ:’“::;, ::I;_u
of the penal code, and her improved nsqmm
pline. ~ The orzanization of her pmlilen]ian?;dlt’r
domeslic economy, and the care and altens; m'f’
the suppor, cleanlmess, Y: nd morglipge.?
tion ot their inmates, have secured-ihe sener)
E;obaliun and confidence of our 0wy (‘i;:izm? kA
ve excited the admiration of other Sines Mg
tiong, and furnished -models for their iy &
The Philadelphia society for alleviaiine
ries of public priﬁomsi s exercised an
agency in procu-ing these valuable
der th:’n all the benefits of experience :{,L; be
ard improved, th 'y submit the Prpiiety of mgys.
p ovison by law for obtuinin , “nnuafl: reqr>
inforination telative to the l:()..vu'loﬂ,}z,, cm’
the charac'e: of the criminal, the cund“i(,nnmr‘
expenses of the penitentiasies and prisons Ofilfd
Commonwealth, and the costs of ¥Upporing Y
convicts, - N
The motives of this society are so -disinerc
and the reasons they nssign) for collemi:ge:}::&
formation required, are.#0 couclusive, and 0 a!?;

)

Pariey

represented in a communication which | have s
ceived from them, that 1 take great Pk’a-*ureh.

transimittinng copies of it herewith, in o-der that
philanthropic views of the sccicty, and the iy,
tance of the subject may reeive that early aty
tion of General Assebly which they so richiy ey

The government of Pennsylvania. and berly,,
rary. charituble & benevolent isiitutions, are Al
the first and best.  The people are mdusttive i,
telligent and enterprizing. In time of peace. czj .
and unobtrosive—n war. firm and decded. B
ed in her physical re-ources and ber ning g
aud animated by the spirit of Ler holrreliun, by
onward course in improving her s il condi
rapid. The greai elemwent of preservisa, el
and perpetuating her gre.tness, isihe vine s ogg,
catios ot her you k. Juthis, teo. - he has jor u gy,
ber of years advauced with the vizor by which a0
her great efioris are distinguished. The abie oy
of the Superintendent, presents the stealy aud yy
for progress of ilie system of cormmon school g,
tion. That.it is yet imperfect, and to rome ey
inefficient, iny be freely adinitied : bt who ey
doubt that the wi~dom and cuergy which comme,
ced, will mature and peifect it.

In couclu-ion, gentiemen, arcept zecuznces o
my hearty co-operation with you in @l mewsue
for advancing the wellare of oor erivzens. ad man.
taining the honor and digmty of cur te.ored G

monwealth. FRS. R SHUNEK.
Execytive CuaMpER.
Harrisburg, Junvary 6, 1846. ;

——:
B Married,

In East Smithfield, by D. Hill, E<q., on the 31« of D

cember, Miss CatisTa Manty, diughter of Coby,

Balishury, to Groner 8. | xcx, o}l ot East Smithfi 4,

3 ' ~ N
Special Election. _
Wuznras the Speabes of the House of Reproesn

tives of this Consmonwealth, has issved hiswat ofcle
twn, declaring that a vacancy has occured o wi
House, by the death of John L. Webh, Erq, nesde
clect from the county of Bradfurd, and auti-onzing 1l
enjoining me to issue Proclumation for s specl Bl
t'on to fill said vocancy. Therefore 1, Jobn F.¥ewo,
High Sheriff of the couaty of Bradford, bty winued
eaid authority, do heseby make kanown and give nose.
that a special Elcction will be beld in said county, @
FRIDAY, the 29th day of January inst., 1 the srend
districts in said county, to wit .—

In Albany, at the schoo! house in the north &g
near the housre of W, Wilcox.

In Asyluwn at Jacob Frutchey 's.

In ‘Athens boro. at E. 8. Mathewson's,

Ly Athens tp, st J. & W. Kendall's.

In Armenis ot Wrightman Pierce™s

In Burlington at Addison M Kean's

In Canton at Benjamin Coolbaugh's,

In Columbia af James Morgan's. -

In Durell at 8. 8, Bradley's.

In Freaklin st Wm, Deemer’s.

In Granville st the school, bous: no. 1, at Groid
corners, ¢ -

Tu Herrick st Win, Durand’s.

Iu Lit:hficld at It Pask’s. -

) Letoy at the school housc in Leroy.

In Monsoe st J. P. Smith’s.

In Orwell at the bouse formesly occupicd by [ B
Rass. -

In Piko ot E. Dewolf’s.

In Ridglery at Stepbien Harman's.

In Rome at L. S. Maynard's.

Ia 8heshequin at D. Brink’s

1o Smitbficld at A, J. Gerould's.

In Springfield ot 'T. Wilder's.

In Standing Stunc at 8. Swevens’. "

In Suath Creek at the school house near i tibds

In Speaghill at D. D. Blacks.

In Towanda borough at the Claremont Huose.

In Towanda tp. ot the school house mear Aadren
Gregg's -

In Troy borough at the gchool beuse. - -

In Tray township, ot the house of Win. A.Goio
near the residenco of Peter Garabrant, o siel 4

In Ulster, at 8, B. Holcombs.

fn Warren, at E. E. Ayres. '

Fu Windhum, at B. Rossell’s (deceased,) -

In Wysox, at the Avademy. ad

In W yalusing, at the school house on the pst ™
at ot near Jobn B.es’, at which tunc wnd phe L
electors afuresaid will eleciby ballot— .

One person to represent the county of Bﬁ”’d‘n
the House of Represcntutives of this Cuplmﬂn"“‘h'
in place of Johin .. Webb, decevsel. L

And in and by aid act, { am further durected © &
notice” that every peison excepting justice of the l"g
who shall hold any vflice of profit aud trust vode
government of the United States, or of this swies®
any city or incorparated district, whether a W"‘““”“:
ed officer or agent, who is, or shall be. employed ":’m
the legislative, execut ve or judiciary -deparirento!
state,or of the Uni-ed States or ol _ady mcof]”“ﬁ
thstrict, and slso that every member of Congns .
of the state Legislature, aud of the select and <o)
council of uny city, or commisstoner of #ny mmfP:I;
ed district is by luw incapable of holding or, €381¥ .
at the same time, the otfico or appointment of 55
inspector or clerk of any clection of this rummm'lﬁ"
and that nd inspector, or judge or other officet "'w'
such election, shall be 1hen eligible to any o
voted for. ! gt

By the 4th section of an act passed the 166
April, 1840, it is provided * that the 13th, mmm!"
act passed July 2d, 1839, entitled. ** A act reit o
the el of this C Ith,” shall not b © o
straed, as to prevent any militia officer from 81T
judge, inspector ur clerk, ot any gencral of §
tion of this commonswealih, T

In the 61s: section of the act first mentioned, 3 1y
ted that every gencral ‘and special election
open between eight and ten in the l'un:urmno”’nn :
continue without interruption or m.j.vumrnr“b’e
o'clock in the evening, when the polls shall

By the i8th sect. of the act passed 3‘].Ffb"
“ It shiall be lawfui for the inspt ¢ ova and Jucs®

|
1845
of &7

¢ et
general ot sjeci-) election, which shall b::.(uvd
held in the Arin nia election district, i the 5 o,

Bradfori, to close the polls of such election al
in the afieroon.” e Jed Y
It 15 further directed; that the meeting of the ;
the Count House in “I'bwanda, 1o make out lh'n ey
return, shall be on the third day afier theeleettth
will be the 29th day of January.
! I\be v J()Ii‘N’ F. MEAN s
SherifC’s Office, Rowands, Jan. 10 190
ADMINIS FRATOR'S NOILE
A.LL persens indebied to the estate of P ‘"wum:l v
late of Ulster townsbip, dec'd., are T:g 249”
muke imicediate payment, and these b.l“mtm farr
against said estate, are requested to W'"“E"cooﬂ
with for adjustment.

A
s, Sher=

IR

DANIEL VANDER -
Towamta Jan. 9th, 1817, Al




