the rights and duties of the respecﬁ?;e_ parties that
it is impossible to misunderstand or mistake them.
| T léss thin Se¥ep years dfierthe goiusion adl]

treaty dur griovances_ had: become ep: igiolerable
'dmlt',?,in ﬂﬁ:‘zpiniofé;of Preside _J:gtm, they
should no Yonger be eddured AR V.4

~oi i T
Int his nuessagre to] Congress, 'in Febrmry, 1837,
‘he, presentéd: ther to-the goiiside’ralinqm}m body.
and declared-that ~The dength of timé since somie
of the injuries have been commined, the repeated
a:1d unavailing applications for redress, the wanton
chavacter-of some of the untrages-upon the propers
ty and persons of our citizens, upon the officersand
flazs of the United Siates, independent of recent jn-
suLs to this government and people by the late ex-
traordinary Mesican minister, would jusify in the
aves or ull nations immediate war.”  In a spirit of
kindnes<and forbearance, however, hetecominesd-
ed reprisals a< a milder mode of 1edress,
- He declaced that-war shov'd-not be used as &
remedy “ by just and generons nations confiding in
their strenzh for injuties commined, if it' can be

P
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FRANCIS- R. SHUNK.
[Bubject 1o the decis'on of the Dk ratic Nae C
) | PUR REPUESKNTATIVE, { i
IS - orongh. | honorably avoided,’, and added, *ithas oceurrer
FRAN SMITEL, of Troy ongzh. | honon o vt he pn’,»sent e tarasand
condition of that country, we should act with both

[To fill the v-rnncjoccusiolnrd_ by lhr :‘l::;h :-]u".lu;‘l:l:d ]\\'nn,

28¢) .~ " elreton - ~ ¥ . 1% !

o~ P Tue day o e ) X R | wisdom and moderation, by giving to Msx;_ico one

in, Waated at this O HAce, | more opportunily to atone for the past, before we

Wasd anboﬁll;ac;t‘u :,_; eitrs ald, * | take redress into our owa hapds. To avoid all

" ¥ 3 misconcep.ion on the part of Méx_xc’q, as well as ;10‘

A . protect our own national character from reproac

P RESIDENT’S MESSAGE. this opportonity should be given with the avowed
Fellcaw-citizens of the Sennte .

and of the Hause of Representatives:

design and fu'l prepara‘ionto fake immeidinte satis-
In resum’mi; your labors in the service of the peo:

faction. if it should not be obtained on a repetition
of the demnand for it. R R .
+ To this end, | recommend thata law be passed

g!ee it is a subject of congratulation that there has | authorizing reprisals, and the use of the naval force

en no period in onr past his ory, when all the ele- | of the United States, by the Executive, against
anents of national prosperity have been so fully de- [ Mexico, to enforce them, in the event of a refusal
veloped. Since your last session no afflicting dis- | by the Mcsfican zovemment to come to an amica-
nsation has visited our country; general good | ble adjustment of the matiers in _controversy be-
ealth has prevailed ; abundance has _¢rowned the | tween us, upon another demand thereof, made
toil of the husbandman; and labor i all its| trom on board one of our vessels of war on the
branches is receiving an ample reward, while edu- | coast of Mexico.? S
cation, ecience and the arts are rapidly enlarginz | Committees of both Houses of Congress to which
the means of social happiness. The progress of | this messaze of this President was Tteferred, fully
our country in her career of greatness, not only in | sustained his views of the character of the wrongs
the vast ‘extension of onr temtorial limfs and” the { which we had suffered from . Mexico, and recom-
rapid increase of our population, but in resources | mended that another demand for redress shonld be
and wealth, and in the happy condition of our [ made before authorizina war or reprisals.
people, is without example in the history of na- | The Committee-on Foreizn Relations of the. Sen-
tions. ate. in their report, say: “ After guch a demand,
As the wisdom, strength, and beneficence of our | should” promypt jusiice ‘be refused by the Mexican
free institutions are unfolded, every day adds fresh | sovernment, we may appealto all nations not onl
motivas to contentment, and fresh incentives to | for the equi'y and mederatien with which we shall
patrioti=m. ’ have acted towards a sister republic, but for the
Our devout and sincere acknowledzments are | necessity which will then. compel us to seek re-
due to the gracious Giver of 2all guod, for the |dress for our wrongs, either by actual war ot by
numberless blessings which our beloved country reprisals. The subject will then be presented be-
enjoys. - o fore Congress, at the coramencement of the next
Jt1s a sonrce of hizh satisfaction to know that the | seasion, in a clear and distinet form ; and the com-
relations of the United S:ates with all other nations, { mittee cannot doubt but that such measures will be
with a single exception, are of the most amiuble | immediately adopted as may be necessary to vindi-
character.  Sincerely attached to the policy of | cate the honor of the couniry, and-ensire ample
peace, early adopted angd steadily pursued by this | reparation to our injured citizens.”
government, I have anxiously desired to cultivaite |  The Committee on Foreizn Affairs of the House
and cherish friendship and commerce with every | of Representatives made a similar recc dation

mﬁima u;)f citizens of th:f ?h!_n_ od States.of
i e govemment e-Mexican re
Ameqf_ﬁu'ﬁgjumg,&m of commissioners erpated
- this conyentior- to ‘examine an(_i‘jldeg:;{lg.,iuppp
ih%ie;'daim’s‘f,was;.npxrganized untjl the month/of

Agdzusti1840; and igh
sth

remained to examine

merous and complicated cases, In the month of

at the time stipulated.
with her request. .

ty, 1843, which upon

stalments. Although

Foreign Power., The spirit and habits of the Amen- | In their report, they say that they ‘“fully concur
can people are favorable to the maintenance ofsuch | with the President that ample cause exists for tak-
international harmony. o ing redress into our own hands, and believe that
T adhering 1o this wise policy, a preliminary | we should be justified in the opinion of other na-
and paramount duty obviously consists in the pro- | tions for taking such a step. But they are willing
tection of our national interests from encroachment | to try the experiment of another demand, made in
or sacrifice, and our national honor from reproach. | the most solemn form, upon the justice of the Mexi-
- These must be maintained at any hazard. They | can govemment, before any furter proceedings are
admit of no compromise or neglect, and must be | adopted.”
ecrupulously and constantly guarded. In their vi-|  No difference of opinion npon the subject is be-
gilant vindication, collision and conflict with for- | lieved to have existed in Congress at that time.—~
eign Powers may sometimes become unavoidable. | The Executive and Legzislative depaitment con-
Such has been our scrupulous adherence to the dic- | curred ; and yet such has been oar forbearance,and
tates of justice, in all our foreign intercourse, that, | desire to preserve peace with Mexico, that the
though steadily and rapidly advancing in prosperi- | wtongs of which we then complained, and which
ty aud power, we have given no just cause of com- | gave rise to these solemn proceedings, not only re-
plaint to any nation, and have enjoyed the bles-{ main unredressed to this day, but additional causes
singsof peace for more than thirty years. From a | of complaint, of an aggravated character, bave ever
policy so sacred to humanity, and so salutary. in its | since been accumunlating,
effects upon our political sysiem, we should never |  Shortly after these proceedings, a special mes-
‘bo induced voluntarily to depart. senger was despatched to Mexico, to make a final.
. The exisling war with Mexico was nejther de- [ demand for redress; and on the twentieth of July,
sired nor provoked by the United States. On the | 1837, the demand was made. The reply of the
contrary, all honorable means’ were resorted to to | Mexican covemnment bore date on the 29ih of same
avertit. After years of endurance of azwravated | month, and contained assurances of the  anxious
and unredressed wrongs on our part, Mexico, in | wish” of the Mexican ~gofernment “ not to delay
violation of solema treaty stipulations, and of every | the moment of that, final and equitable adjustrment
-principle of justice recognized by civilized nations, { which is to terminite the existing difficulties be-
commeneed hosiilities ; and thus, by her own act, | tween the two governments ;7 that ¢ nothing should
forced the war upon us. Long before the advance | be left undone which may contribute to the most
of our drmy to the left bank of the Rio Grande, we | speedy and equitable determination of the subjects
had ample cause ot war azainst Mexico; and had | which have so seriously engaged the stention of
the United' States resorted to this extremity, we | the American government;” that the * Mexican
might have appealed to the whole cifilized world | govemment would adopt, as the only guides for its
for the justice of our cause. “e conduct, the plainest pnnciples of public right, the
I deem it to be my duty to presentto yon, on | sacred obligations imposed by intemnational law,
the present occasion, a condensed review of the in- | and the rehigious faith of treaties 7 and that « what.
juries.we had susiained, of the causes which led | ever reason and justice may dictate respectingeach
“to the war, and of its progress since its conunence- | case, will be done.”
ment. This is rendered the mo:e necessary be-| The asmrance was further given, that the decis-
cause of the misapprehensions whicl%ave to some | ion of the Mexican government upon each cause
extent prevailed as to its origin and titte character. | of complaint, for which redress had been demand.
The wat ha< been represented as unjust and unne- | ed, should be communicated to the govemment of
ces<ary, and as one of agzression on our part upon | the United States by the Mexican minister at Wash.
aweak and injured enemy.  Such erroneous views, | ington. ;
thouth entertained by but few, have been widely | “Ihese solemn assurances in answer to our de.
and extensively circalated not only at home, but | mand for redress, were distegarded. By making
have been spread throughout Mexico and. the | them, however, Mexico obtained farther delay.—
whole world. A more eflectual means could not | President Van Buren, in his aunual message to
have been devised to encourage the enemy and | Congress of filth of December, 1837, states that
protract the war than 1o advocate and adhere -to | «although the large number ” of our demands for
their canse, and thus “give them “aid aud com- | redress, and “many of them aggravatéd cases of
fort.” ) persanal wrongs, have been now for vears before
It is a source of national pride an{l exuttation, | the Mexican government, and some-of the causes
that the great body of our people have thrown no | of national complaint, and those of the most offen.
such obstacles in the way o? the government in | sive character, admitted of immediate, simple and
prosecuting the war successfully, but have shown | satistactory replies, itis only within a few days
themselves to be eminently patnatie, and ready to | past that any specific cormmunication in 2nswer to
vindicate their country’s honor and interests at ang our last demand, made five months ago, has been
sacrifice.  The alacnity and promptae-s with which | received from the Mexican minister ;” and that ¢ for
our volunteer forces rushed to the field on their coun- | not one of our public complaints has- satisfaction
. try's call, prove not only their patriotism, but their | been given or offered ; that but one of the cases of
deep-conviction that our cause is just. Personal wrong has been favorably considered, and
The wrongs which we have suffered from Mexi- | that but four cases of both descriptions, out of all
o alimost ever since she became - an independent | those formerly presented, and ly p d,
Power, and the patient endurauce with which we | have as yet been decided upon by the Liexicango—
have borne them. are without a parallel in the his- | vesnment.” ' ‘ .
tory of rhodem civilized nations. There is reason | President Van Buren, believing that it would be
fo believe that-if these wrongs had been resented | vain to maké any further attempt to “obtain redress
and resisted in the first instance, the present:war | by the ordinary “means within the .power of the-
mizht have been avaided. One outrage, however, | Executive, communicated this opinion 10 Coagress,
permitted o pass with impuuity; almost necessarily | in the message referred to, in wiich he said—On
naocouraged the perpetration of anothgr, until at Iast | a careful and deliberate examipaion . of the con-
Mexico seemed to attribute to weakness and inde- | tents,”” (of the correspondence with the Mexican
cision’'ou our part a forbearance which. was the | Government,) “and considering the spisit manifes-
offspring of magpanimity, and of a sincere desire | ted by the Mexican government, it hasbecome my
" to preserve friendly relations with a sister republie. | painful duty to retumn the subject as it now stands,
Siarcely had Mexico achieved herindependence, | to Congress, to whom it belongs, to'decide 'upon
which the United " States were the first amonz the | the time, the mode, and the measare’ of redress.”?
natjons to acknowledwe, when she commenced the | Had the U. States at that time adopted ‘compulsory.
systom of insult and spoilation, which she hasever | measures, and taken redress into their own harids,
since pussued. .Qut _cmzens enzaged in lawiul all our difficulties with Mexico would probably have
commerce were im
and our flag insulted in her ports. It money wag | been averted.
waoted, the lawless seizure and confiscation of our . aft o
merchant vessels and their eargoes was a ready | had the effect to complicats-these difficulties, 'and
resource ; and if to accomplish their purposesit be- | render an amicable settlement of them- the riore
-, came necessary to imprison the owners, captains, | embarmssing. That such measures of redress un-
und crews, itwas.done. | Rulers superseded rulers | der gimilar provocations, combined by .any of the
in Mexito ifi rapid succession; but still there was powerful -nations of Europe, would have- been
no chanite in this system of depredation. The go- | promptly resorted to by the United - States, capmot
vemmant of the United States mde repeated re- ga doubted. The national honor, and the preser-
elamations on behalf of its citizens, but these were | vation of the national character throughout thé
answered by new outrages. Promises of redress | wortld, as well ‘as our own self-respeet, and the pro-
made by Mexico in the most solemn forms were | tection due to our own citizens, would have ren-
. postponed ar evaded. The files and reeords of the | such a resort indispensible. The history of no
Department of State contain conclusive proofs of | civilized nation in modern times has presented
numerous lawless acts’ perpeirafed upon the pro. | within so brief a period so many wanton altacks
party aad persons of our citizenis by Mexico, and | upon- the honor of its flag, and upen the pmﬁr&y
of wanton insa'ts to our national flag. The inter- | and persons.of its citizens, as had at that time been
- position of our qovernment to obtain redress was | bome by the United States from the Mexican au-
* again and again involked, under circumstances | thorities and people. But Mexico was a sister re-
which no nation ought to disrezand, : public; on the Norh Ameritan continent, occupy-'
It was hoped thut these outrages would cease, | 117 a territory conttZuous to our own, and was in a
arid that Ma2xico would be restrained by the latvs | feeble and distracted condition’;?and these consid-
which rezulats the condact of civilized nations in | erations, it is presumed, iriduced Congress to for-
their intercourse with each other afterthe treatv of | bear stili longer. .. . oo e
- amity, commerce and navigation of the fifih of | Iustead of taking redress into our own bands, a
April, 1831, was eoncluded between the two re- | new neyoliation was entered upon, . with fair pro-
pablics; but this hops soon proved to b vain,— | mises on the part of Mexico, but“with the real par-
The course of seizdre and confiscation of the pro- | pose, as the event has proved, of judefinitely post-’
perty of our citizens; the viglation of their porsons | poning the reparation which ‘we demanded, and
aad the insults to our fag pursued by Mexico pre- | which was so jusly due. Tiis negotiation, afier
vinus to-that fime were scarcely suspended foréven | more than a year's delay, resulted in -the conven-
» brief period; alliongh tha treaty soclearly defines | tion of the eleventh of April, 1332, * for the adjust-

rs

soned, their vessols seized. | been long since adjusted, and the existing war have’

Maznanimity and moderation Eoﬁ‘du’i"‘i}‘)aﬁ only’

citizens as indemnity
rage and wrong, was

meunt,

by Mexico. But this

lic of Mexico which

Mexico on the 20th

provision was made

ble in their cha:azter.

would not accede to

the sixth adicle of the

ve suffered all thg

fording protection to

us/d

of our citizeus, to say

the two countries.

government owes 1o

uced form a state of

came the

-..Such are the grave

The pretext that it did

tion, susceeded to tho
over this terriiory.

y Were 19 {erminste their duties within; eizht
ménths from that time. Yoo
“:.Fonr of the eighteen months were eqnsumed 'in |
preliminary discussions on- fiivolous and dilatory

points raised by the Mexican commissioners ; aud
1t 'waz not until the month of December, 1810,;that

kindness towardsa sister republic, which Dex
has 80 long abused, the U. S.aies promply

has been repeatedly pre
Mexico has thus violated a second time the fuith
of treaties, by fuiling or refusing to carry into effect

States .o

v the term of ‘the convention

they ‘commenced the examination of the claims of
our citizens upon Mexico, Fourteen months only

‘and decide upon ‘these au-

February, 1842, lhel term :lfdthe'c'ommirs;;(;n e{(pir;
ed, leaving: many claima undisposed -uf for. wahto

i.“&e‘: ';‘nh%bd' mi \ﬂ\ich'wim nlho\';’ed-';bby'the
board, and by the umpire authorized by the con-
vention to 'de’;ide‘ in al:se‘of disagreement betwéen
the Mexican and American commissioners, amount-
1} ed to $2;26,139°€8. - - ol A

There were - pending before the umpire when
the commizsion  expired additional. clums which
had beén examined and awarded by the American

commissioners, and had not’ been 'alloived by the

Mexican commissioners, amounting to $928,627 88,
upon which he did not decide, alloging that his gu-
t!lx?orily had ceased with tha-terminntion of the joint
commission. Besides these claims therg . weve
otbers of American citizens amounting to £3,336,-
837,05 which hagd been submiued to the board, and
upon which they had not time 1o’ decide before
their final adjoymment,” - 0

‘The sum of $2,26,139 68 whichi had been award-
ed to the claimants, was a liquidated and ascer-
tained debt due by Mexico, about which there
conld be no dispute, and which--she was boond to
pay according to the terms of the convention. Soon
after the final awards for this amount had -been
made, the Mexican government asked for 8 post-
ponenient of the time of making payment; slleging
that it would bé inconvenient to make the payment

In the spirit of forbearing

rited together in’a,

these Mexican States.

stitutions, 1
of the govemment,

submit to this usurpation.
ranny b

i
5

A second convention was accordingly concluded
between thetwo governments on the 30th of Jauua-

its fure declures, that “the

new artangement is entéred into for the accommo-
dation of Mezxico.” By the terms- af'this_conven- |-
tion, al} the interest due on the awards-which had
been made in favor of the-claimants under the con-
vention of the 11ih of April, 1839, was to be - paid
to them on the 30th of April, 1843, and *‘the prin-
cipal of the said awards, and the interest aceruing
thereon,” was siipulaled to ¢ be paid in five years,
in equal instalments every three months.”
Notwithstanding this new convehtion was enter-
ed into at the request of Mexico, and for the por-
pose of relieving her from embarrassment, the
claimants have ouly received the interest due on
the 30th of April, 1843, and three of the tweuly in-

e payment of the sum thus,

liguidated, and contessedly due by Mexico to our |
for acknowledged acts of out-

secared by treaty, the obliga-

tions of which are ever held sacred by all just na-
tions, yet Mexico has“iviolated this solemn en-
gazement by failing and refusiog to make the pay-

The two instalments due in April and July, 1844,
under the peculias circumstances conuected with
them, have been assumed by the United States and
discharged to the claimants; but they are still due

is not all of which we have

just causa of complaint. To provide a remedy for
the claimants whose cases were not decided by the
joint commission under the convention of Apnlthe
11th, 1839, it was expressly stipulated by the 6th
atticle of the convention of the 30th of January,
1843, that “a new convention shall be entered into
for the settlercent.of all claims of the govemment
and citizens ofthe United States against the repub.

were not finally decided by

the late commission, which met in the city of
Washington, and of all claims of the government
and citizens of Mexico against the United S:ates,

=In conformity with thus stipulation, a third con-
vention was concluded and signed ‘at the city of

of November, 1843, by the

plenipotentiaries of the two governments, by which

for ascertaining and paying

these elaims. In January, - 1844, this convention
was-ratified by the Senate of the Unied States with
two amendments, which were madifesily reasona-

Upen a reference of the

amendments proposed to the government of Mexi-
co, the same evasions, difficulties. and delays were
interposed which have so long marked the- polic

of that government towards the United States. f;
has not yet even decided whether it would or

them, althouzh the subject
sse«.i upon its consideration.

convention of January, 1843.

Such iz the bistory of the wrongs which -we
have suffered and patiently endured from -Mexico
through a long series of years. 8o fat from afford-
ing reasonable satis action for the injuries and. in-
swits we had borne, agreat aggravation of hem cor..
sists inthe fact, that while the United States, anxious
to preserve a good understanding  with Mexico,
have been counstantly, but vainly, employed in
seeking redress for past wrongs, new ontrages were
constantly occurring which have continued to in.
crease our causes of complaint and to swell the
amount of our demands. While the citizens of
he,United States were conducting a lawfulcommerce
with Mexico under the guaranty
i amity, commerce, and navigition,” many ofthem

of a treaty of

injuries which' would have

sulted from open war. This treaty, instcad of

our - cittzens, has béen the

eausof invitiug them into'the ports of Mexico,
t}3f they might be, asthey have been in numer.
instances, plundered of their property and de-
rived of their personal liberty if they dared insist

eir rights. Had the unlawful seizures of Am-
propeity, and the violatiop of personal liber-

nothing of the 1osults to our

flag which have occurred to the ports of Mexico,
taken place on the high ceas, they wo
long since have constituted a state of actual war be-

themsolves

.In so long suffering Mexico to violate her most
solemn treaty obligalions, plunder our. citizexﬁ’s of
their property and imprison theit persons without
affording them any redress, we have fiiled to/per-
form one of the fisstand highest duties whichevery’

its ctizens; and the conse-

affluence tobankruptey.| The

proud name of American citizens, which ought to.
protect all who bear it from insult & injury through-
out the world, has afforded no such “protection to
our citizens in Mexico. We had ample. ¢ause of
war againét Meéxico long before the breakingput of
hostilities. But even then ive forbore - to ‘&R re-
dress into our own hands, until Mexico hetselt be«
ssor by invading our soil in hostile |
array and shedding the:blood of our-citizens.| .

canses’of complaint on the
S

pant of the United. States against Mexic

which existed long before the anexation of %Eexas'
to the American Union ; and yet, animated by the
lpve of peare, and a'rhagndnimous moderation, we
did not adopt those rneasures of tedress which, un--
der'such circamstances, are the - justified - ‘resort of
] injured nations, e .
- The aanexation of- Texas to the United States
| constituted no just cause of offence to Mexico.—

vernment.

among the' captives.

ferent view of the matter:

ences from abroad.”

ledzed.

Mexico,” . -

co to overt

tion, that s

50 is wholly i it and

irreconcileabls with well anthénticated facts “con-
nected with the revolation by which Texas became
independent of Mexico, = - v - o -
That this tay be more manifest; it may be pro-
per to advent to the causes and to the history of the
principal events of that reyolution,. . .~ "7, ..
Texas constituted a portion ofthe ancient province

of Louisiana, ceded to the United Stiies by France
in the year 1803." In the.year 1819, the United
States, by the Florida treaty ceded to Spain all that
pattof Louisiana within tlie present limits of Texas;
and Mexico, by therevolution which eeparated her
fromr Spain, and rendered

red her an independent na-
Tights of the er country

vemnment of Texas.

[

In the yeat 1824, Mexico established a_fedsial
cozlxnstitmig:,u unde. %vl_xichthe,Me.nean_ republic was :
umpose#o(anumbe;ofSovgmiswe o | 6
oW, --Each of these States had its Gwn expeutive,
| lagisiatnre, aad jodisisty, 34 foc pl,
| al purposes, wss as'independent of the gén P
‘verpment, and- that of tlie other S{les, as. is Penn-

sylvania or Virginia under out own: consiitution.—
'Bé'iis and Coshuila Poited anid " formed one of

-...The State, ,c_gnaﬁmiio‘xjx which_they adopted, and |.0

- ~of <

‘which-was approved by the Mexican €6 Mexico herself, by a formal act of goverment,
assderted that they were “free and-
‘the other. Mexican - United - States,
cther power and dominion whatsoever;” and pro-| p
“claimed the great principle of “buman libe
+ the sovareiguty.of:the. State resides origina
‘e-sentially in the general mass of the -individuals
who composed it To the government under this
con-titution, as well as that-
siitution, the people of Texas owed

" Emigrants from foreign countri
United States; were invite
Taws of the State and of the
settle in Texas. Adyantagecusterms were ofiered
to induce them to leave m’;;:w own country and 22- dary
come Mexican citizens. is ipvitation was sac-
cepted by many of our citizens, in the full faith that
in their new home they would be govemed by
Iaws enacted by representati
setves, and that their :lives, liberty and property
would be protected’ by constitutional guarantees
similar to those which existed in the republic which
they hod left. Undera govemment thus orgam-
zed they continued uniil, the year 1835, when a
military revolution broke out in the city of Mexico,
which entirely subverted the federal and state con-

placed a military dictatorat the head

! . A
herselfio any other Power ; but this could not de- | 1845, without complaint from any quane, %

under the federal .con-

federil government to

ves elected by them-

By a sweeping decree of a Congress subservient
to the'will of the dictator, the several State consti-
tutions were abolished, and the State themselves
converied into mere departments of the Central Go-
vemment. ‘The people of Texas were unwillingto
Resistance to suc

y a high duty. Texas was fully
solved from all ’ allegiance to the- Central Govern-
ment of Mexico from thie moment that government
had abolished her Siate consliintion, and in'its place
substituted an arbitrary and despotic Central Go-

Such were the principal causes of the Texan re-
volution. The people of Taxas at once determined
upou resistance, and flew to arms. In the midst
of these important and exciting events, however,
they did not omit to pluce tieir liberties upon a se-
care and permanent foundation. They gelected mem-
bers to a Convention, who, in the mon h of March,
1836, issued o formal declaration that their ¢ politi-
cal connection with the Mexican nation was for-
ever ended, and that the peaple of Texas do now
constilute a Free, Sovereign, and Independent Re-
public, and are fully invested with all the rights and
attributes which properly belong to independent na-
tions.” They also adopted for their govemmenta
liberal republican constilution.

About the same time Santa Anna, then the dicta-
tor of Mexico, invaded Texas with a numerous ar-
my for the purpose of subduing her people, anden-
forcing obedience to his arbitrary and despotic go-
‘vernment. Oa the twenty-fiest of April, 1836 he
was met by the Texan citizen soldiers, and onthat
day wasachieved by them the memorable victory
of San Jacinto, by which they conguered their inde-
pendence. Considering the numbers engaged on
the respective sides, history does not record a more
brilliant achievement. Santa Anpa himself was

In the month of May, 1836, Santa Anna acknow-
ledzed, by a treaty with the Texan au horities, in
the mostsolemn form, ‘the full, entire, and perfect
independence of the republic of Texas.” . It is true
he was then a prisoner of war, but it was equally
true that Ire had jailed to reconquer Texas, and had
met with signal defeat ; that his authority had pot
been revoked, dnd that by virtue of this treaty
obtained his personal release. By ithostilities were
suspended, and the army which had invaded Texas
under hiscommand retuned in pursuance of this
arrangement, unmolested, to Mexico.

From the day that the battle of San Jacinto was
fought until the present hour, Mexico has never

ssessed the power to reconquer Texas. In the
anguage of the Secretary of State of the United
States, in a despaich to our minister in Mexico, un-
der date of the 8th of July, 1842, ¢ Mexico may
have chosen to consider, and may still choose lo
consider Texas as haviny been at all times since
1835, and as still continuing; a rebellious province ;
but the world has been obliged to take a very dif.
From the time of the
battle of San Jac nto, in April, 1836, to the present
moment, Texas Las exhibited the same external
sizms of national independence as Mcxico herself,
and with quite as much stability of government.

# Practically free and Independent,acknowledged
as a political sovereiznty by the principal Powers
of the world, no hostile foot finding rest within her
territory for Bix or seven years, and Mexico herself
refraining for all that period from _any further at-
tempt to re-establish her own authority over that
tertitory, it cannot but be surprising to find Mr. de
‘Bocanegra” (the Secretary of Foreign Affairs of
Mexico) # complaining that for that whole period
citizens of the United- States, or its governmen!
have been favorable to the rebels .of T'exas, an
supplying them with vessels, ammunition, and
money, as if the war for the reduction of the pro-
vince of Texas had been constantly prosecuted by
Mexico, and her success prevented by these influ-

the same despatch the Secretary of State af-
firms that “since 1837 the United States have e~
garded Texas as an independent sovereignty, as |
much-as Mexico ; and that trade and commerce
with citizens of a government at war with Mexico
caonot, on that account be regarded as intercourse
by, which assistance and successaregiven to Mexi-
can rebels. The whole current of Mr. de Bocane-,
gra's remarks runs in the same direction as if the
independence of Texas had not been acknow-

“It has been acknowledged—it was acknow-
ledged in 1837 against the remonstrance and pro-
test of Mexico; and most of the acts of any impor-
tance, of which Mr. de Bocanegra complains, flow
necessarily from that recognition. He speaks of
Texas as still being an ¢ integral pant of the territo-
? of the Mexican republic,” but he cannot butun-

erstood .that the- United Btates do not so' regard it.
The real complaint of Mexico, therefore, is, In sub-
stance, neither more nor less than a complaint
against the recognition of Texan independence.
uence has been, that many of them have beanre=1— ‘It may be thought rather late to repeat that com-
d plaint, and not quite just to confine it to the United
States, to the exemption of England, France and
Belgium, unless the U. 8. hav
acknowledge the independenc
are to be blamed for seiting an example for the re-
cognition of that of Texas.” And"he added, that
the constitation, public treaties, and the laws oblige with th
the President to regard Texas as nn indepe;
State, and its territory as no part of the tertitory of

been the first to
Mexico herself,

. Texas had been an independent State, with an
organized ﬁ:ve‘nime:it, defying the power of Mexi-
r ‘or teconquer her. for more than
ten years before Mexico commenced the
war azainstthe United States. Texas h: A
such evidence to the world of her ability to main-
tain her seginr,ue existence as an independent na-
e had been formally recogmized
not anly by the.United Sustes, butby several of the
principal powers of Europe.
tered iuto treaties of amity, co
gation with her. They had recéived ang t
ed hér ministers and otherdiplomatic agents at their
respective courts, and they had commissioned min-
isters and-diplomatic agents on their part ta the go-

These powers had

. If Mexico, notwithstanding all this, and her utter
inability to subxlug or reconquer Texas, still stab-
‘bornly T1efused to recognize her'as an independent
nation; éhe was none the léss so on that
Maexico hersalf had béen recognized asan indepen~
dent nation bythe United Sut s,and
ers, many.yewrs before-Spain, of which, before her
rovolution, she had been a colony, wor
recogmize her as such ; and-yet Mexico was atthat
time, in the estimation of the civilized. world, and

of Texas, against the threatened Mexican invasion.

£ ot nono thelessan independent power
’sf' m:ifln:himed her as a colony.
*us

because | my occupied the intermediate e
T, et | et e i i
" . ednnﬁl-lhe‘ r_esentpen 1 'S'IOX_I- ! Qxaewunot'- fact u 1
an:om was ane of herl‘::glonigs in re- | State, but a rebellicus province, man "5‘1%&,,&
bem her, this would not bave made hér | seveted in ; aid her avowed ﬁ&ma:ain e
0, or‘chax:g:d‘ the fact ofher independent existence. | ing @ waf with'the United States way 1 (oD
1 oa- ot the period of sher annexation to the Uni- | Texas, and to restore Mexican authorty
States, bore tﬁ(san'm relation -to, Mexice that | whole territory—not 1o the Nences onl ot |
Mexico bad borne $o-Spain for many years befote | Sabino. - In view of the (chhmd bt
Spain acknowledzed be independence, thh't!us Mexicoto this _effect, 1 deemed 1 N P
important diﬂerence-—th}xbelore the annexation | measure of precaution and defence, 15 oy 8
‘f’}':xns to the United éuncs was _consumated, | army 10 occupy a position on our fl’vmier“‘ o
o indenendence of ‘Texas as a na- [ and repel any attemptéd invasio n“"w"ldbic X
:co:n O\ﬂgl;l?:‘:leﬂ;ﬁzdg the act of recogpition she | mizht make. o - b Ve,
rescribed a condition which she had no power or | Qur army* had occupied 3 position g o

authority to impose, that Fexas should not annex { Christi, west of the Neuces, as early o

wee Y o Hﬁ
in any decree from the recogmition. which the Neuces been regarded as the irge -
‘h?:;;lcnongﬂ{ndm:;’{de of her actual mﬁependence.—-' boundary of Texas, that boundary had beey
Upon this plain statement of facts, it is absurd for | by our army many mouths belore i a,;mm
hiexico 16 allege, as a pretextfor commencinghos- the*easiern bank of the Rio Grande. Iy Y ayy
tlites againet he United Sates, that ‘Texas i il a | meesago of December lat I informed Congres
part ir temitory. upon the-invitation of both the Congressang
'Bn‘:&l‘:::g are .ﬁse who, conceding all this to be | vention of Texas, | had deemed it Tmpe,w Con,
trae, assume the ground that the trus wester boun | a strong squadron to the coasts of Mexico, a4
> of T is the Neuces, instead of the Rio { concentrate an efficient military force on e
Graudoe- ;’id”& l%e,efore m matching our army | e frontier of Texas,toprotect and defeng “;'."
1o the east bank of the laner, river, we passed the habitants against the menaced invasion of Me;f;
Toxian line, and invaded the territory of DMexico. In that message I infermed Cor;greg; that the g,
A'simple statement of facts, known to exist, will | ment the terms of annexation offered by e Uiy
conclusively refute such an assumption. Texas,as | States were accepted by Texas, the lajter
ceded to the United States by France in 1803, has'| s0 fara part of our own country as to makejty,
been always claimed as exiending west to the Iim (;“}!Y fw &ﬁ?fd such P“"ec‘mg aﬂdhageg?ecﬂe; x
Grande, or Rio Bravo. _ Thisfact is established by | thal lor that purpose our squacron o
the a.m}’xorily of our most eminent stalesnien at a | ed to the (:u"ﬁ and our army to « “’k‘?apoflﬁont,,
period when the question was as well if not better gvee:; the ?fn::‘e; 'paxl‘d t?e_ Del l\o?e‘; or
understood than it is at present. : . rande, and to ‘repel any mvasion of the Tey,.
During Mr. Jeffexsmf's administration, Messrs. | territory which mizht be attempted by the Meyy,
Monroe snd Pinckney, who had been seut on a | forces.” . L
special mission to Madrid, charged among other lt‘“msdeemed proper 10 issue l}n'son]er,.beca‘»&‘
things, with the adjusune:‘} of boundary between the ;',oat:iu aﬁird ‘hlf' Presxd]ent of Texas, lll.Apr;l, T
‘es. in a note addressed to Spanish Min- | had issued his proclamation convening the ¢,
t'g:r:‘::ufng::;o: :ffai under date ofthe twenty- | gress ofthat republic, for the purpose of submig;
p 1 5 the boundaries | to that bedy the terms of annexatio T
eighth of January, 1805, assert that the boundaries | to that hody xalion proposs)
of Louisiana, :Sry ceded to the United States by | the United States, the government of Meico g,
Frauce, ¢ ate the river Perdido on the edst, and the | serious threats of invading the Texan teriary,
river Bravo on'the west ;¥ and they add, that * the | Theso threats became more imposing as it bevag,
facts and principles which justify this conslucion | more aptnem, in the progress of the question 5
are so satisfactory to our government as to convince | the people of Texas would decide in favor o
it that the United States have not a_better right to | ing the termzof annexation ; and; finally, they i,
the island of New Orleans, under thecession refer- | assumed suvh a formidable characier, a3’ indu
red to, than they have to the whole district of tesri- m&?facougiﬁ: '8nf‘¢l,r:3n:f23§{' {: Texa.sbflo n
tory which is ve described.” , ues a mili &h sent by e
l'gown to the conclusion of the Florida treaty, in %mled_ States into her ‘ﬂ'}fl“m)' for the purpose 4
February, 1819, by which this territory was ceded | protecting ‘}“d defending her agaimst (he threzlezed
to Spain, the United States asserted anid maintained | invasion. 1t would have been a Violation of my
their territorial rights to this extent. In the month faith towards the people of Texasto bave refyq
of June, 1818, during Mr. Monroe's administration, | to ﬂgqrd the Nd' Wlu}cﬁ h g“:g dt’;rsd bne'cmmslamm,
i ion having been received that a number of | ened invasion, te wiich they €n expiedh;
}ﬁmgemum; had landed at Galveston, with | their free determination to annex themselveviar
the avowed purpose of forming a settlement in that Union, in compliance with the overture made |,
vicinity, a special messenger was despatched by them by the joint rerolution of our Congress.
the gov:emment of the United States with instruc- | Accordingly, a portion of the army was urden:
tions from the Secretary of State to wam them to | 1@ advance into Texas. Corpus Christi was'ty
desist, should they be fourd there “or any other | position selected by Gen. Taylor. He eacamg:
place north of the Rio Bravo, and _within the terri- | at that place in August, 1815, and the ammy reaag.
tory claimed by the United States.”’ «d in that position unlil" the eleventh of 3t
rﬁe was instructed, shonld they be found in the ‘1846, when it removed westward, and on the tws.
country norih of that river, t) make known to them | ty-eizhth of that month reached the eastbank al,
‘tthe surprise with whick the President has seen | Rio Grande opposite to Matamoras.
ssession thus taken, without authority from the | This movement was made in pursuauce of nrjen
nited States, of a place within their temitorial lim- | fromn the War Department, issued-on the thineens
its, and upon whicl“: no lawful settlement can be | of January, 1846. Before these orders were isso,
made wiihout their sanction.” He was instructed | the despatch of our minister 1n Mexico, transmuuz
to call upon them to avow under what naticnal | the decision of the council of Guvernment of Ne.
auhority they profess to act,”? and to give them due | co, advising that he shuuld not be received, and sk
waming ‘that the place is within the United the despatch of oor couspl sesiding 1n the cir of
States, who will suffer no permanent settlement to Mexico—the fosmer bearing date on the seventeren,
be m:«,lde there, under any authority other than their and the latter on the eighteenth of December, i3f,
own.” As lz{!é as the eishth of Julv. 18342, the | coptes of buth of which accompanied my message
Secretary of State of the United Siates, in a. note | Uonress of the eleventh of May fast—were recurd
13 3 3 3 o5 | &t the eparlmenl (o} tate.
addressed to_our minister in Mexica, mz'um:tma These communications rendered it highly prob.
that, by the Florida treaty of 1819, the territory as < ’ ons
. - . ble, if noj absolutely eéftain, thatonr mimstervond
far west as the RioGrande was confirmed to Spain. | e received by the’ government of Geon,
In that note hg s}ai‘?sblhm,' {.Sb)f-)'ti::t lrcatylhotl.th.e Herrera. [t~ was also well known that but ine
::fg&‘:‘:c::d g ai: rtl}!lzr)S‘:’xtl)inle,waswe:é:) tzd‘“;; _hope could be entertained of a differct resnit lua
Ha spain, 2 Opted. as |’ General Paredes in case the revolutionary mowe
:heﬂ}ge of bo(vimdary bet\v._'sen g;". t“lo P.o“l?rs. th ment which he was prosecating should prore sa-
0 eriod, no considerable colomzalion had | gessfal, as was highly probable. The parisans if
been eflected in Texas : but the territory between | paredes, as our minister, in the despaled reem;
léhe .Sabinttzl:md the Rio (im“‘}e being Cm&g"m’dh:s to, states, breathed the fiercest hosubhity agamst
pain € treaty, apphicaions were made totl United Siates, denounced the propused negousic
Power for grants of land, aud such grants, or per- | as treason, and apealy called upon the iroops af
missions of settlement, were in fact made by the [ the people to put down the government of Hen
Spanish authorities in-favor of citizens of the Uni‘ed § by furce. ) )
Stnl(_?s_ proposing to emijgrate to TEXas in numerous The reconguest of Texas, and war with the Uawl
families, before the declaration ofthe independence | States, were openly threatened. These were i
of Mexico.” circumstances existing, when it was deemed prope:
The Texas which was ceded to Spain by the | 1o order ibe army under the .command of Geoerd
Florida treaty of 1819, embraced all the country | Taylor toadvance to the westesn frontier of Texf.
now claimed by the State of Texas between the | and occupy 2 position on or near the Rio Gm.f-
Neuces and the Rio Grande. The republic of Tex- | The apprehension of a contemplated Mexican i
as always claimed this riveras her westen bounda- | vasion have been Since fully jusufied by the evst
ry, andin her treaty made with Santa Anna in The determinajion of Mexicu to rash inw hostilioes
May, 1836, he recognised it as such. By the cen- . with the United States was afger\‘n;dsh m:;;x:l:::
stitution which Texas adopted in March, 1836, | from the whole tenor of the note of the b
senatorial and Representative districts were organi: }\hn:lster of l";lorexgnmxtﬂ'a;r;l to l:mlrsi:'“umsn i
3 ceat ¢ ~ress | ing date on the twe of March, 1816.
zed extending west of the Nences. The Cong .| Paredes had then revolatiodized the'goremues
of Texas, onthe 19th of December, 1836, paseed: s c ol
% An act to define the boundaries of the repubiic of | 2d his minister, after referring to the resolauon i
Texas,” in which they declared the Rio pGrzmde the anpexation “!T&xas' which had b;en‘ zd?‘:
s . h . - | by our Congress in March, 1845, proceeds to.decar
ﬁo';n bnsdxln om}ato ;ts:hm?rce’ to |b§ &e;r ‘Popf’ﬁi“r-‘ (i that “a faclinch as this, or, v speak mh greaer
m;ﬁﬁc’;‘ -gr?;l\a?; o ?v::f}?el (:tom:e" um:o 3:‘3! exaciness, so notable an,act of usurpation. tru:;:
gounda ] During a period of még lhl:m i, | an imperious necessity  that Menco,\ﬁ{ur bt\; o
ears \?l:ich intervened between the adoption of | HOPOT> should repel it with proper hrose '
i T T ; P! dignity. The Bupreme Government had before
er constitution and her annexation as one of the | declared that it would look upon such ap act i}
States of our Union. Texas assertedand exercised | cqsus delli ; and, as a consequeace of this deda
rmany aqs of sovereignty and jurisdiction over the | ion, negotiation was, by its very nature, at 21 6=
territory and inhabitants west of the Neuces. y She | and war was the only recourse of the Mesican G-
organized and defined the limits of counties estend- | vernment.” R o
ing to the Rio Grande. She established courtsof | It appears also, that op the foorth-of April fles-
justice and extended her judicinl system over the | ing, Geoeral Paredes, through his minister of ¥
territory. She establishéd a cugtom-honse, and col- | issued orders to the Mesican general jnl.comad
lected duties, and also post offices and post roads, | on the Texan frontier, 10 altack our army “ bf €77
init. She established a land office, and issued | means which war permits.” To this, G““,‘:
numerous grants for land within its limits, A sena- | Paredes had been pledged to the army :md‘p;ﬂhv;l
tor and x representative residing in it were elected | of Mexico. during the military revolution whx::' oy
to the Congress of the republic, and served as such | broaght him inio power. On the 18th of Apnl ”
before the annexation took pluce. In both the | General Paredesaddressedaletter tohe comlfal“m;
Congress and convention of Texas, which gave{op that frontier, in which he stated to bim, ;i‘hm
their assent to_the terms of annéxation tothe United | Presentdate I suppose you at the head °f_‘h:‘. fr
States, proposed by our Congress, were represent- | 2rmy- either fighting already, or ‘f"rjl’a““f’m, o
atives residing west of the Neuces, who took part | 0perations of a campaign ;” an ::?jp:-im;lmr
in the act of annexation jiself. This was the Tex- ‘;‘"’ad" on "’_: theatre ‘.’ﬁ(';."em"?m \hat bosubis
as which, by the get of our Congress of the twenty- | {07¢eS assem fed, it is indispensible Lhat, € aguss
ninth of December, 1815, was admittedmas one of hhe commenced, yourself 1aking the initiati¢¢ 15
the States of our Union. " That the Congress of the | 15 .06mY- o
United States understood the State of Texas which | _ 2% ?u;en;‘em of our :_rmyo m,r‘:fu:::r positet
they admitted into the Union to extend boyond the | e Tiaa ¥ the commancing seier v
'y admy Tl exten, yond the cts 0
Neuces is apparent from the fact, that on the thirty- g{g:;:;oor lﬁg;:;o;i:]elnfignr;stsz:‘:gird there
4 ’ b '4 &
ﬁlt:st of .De.coemtllwler,’lSﬁ, gnl twc‘)‘da.ys n{}ﬁr }:he aclt tions between the two countries as peacefah l}nlf"
f ecua‘(mmad‘lt m, (iey mpasse a a;v to es’i,nb 85 8 €0- | Mexico should declars war, or.commit acis @ /-
on district in the State of Texas,” by which | 1itity indicative of a state of war ; and thes¢ 00
they created a port of delivery at Corpus Christi, bis o5

n ¢ he faithfully executed. Whilst occupying!
situated west of the Neuces, and_being the same | ion on the zasl bank of the Rio Grande, witit b
int at which the Texas custom-house, under the | limits of Texas, then recently admitted as 00

aws of that republic, had been located, and direct- | Stutes of our Union, the commandmg gt Yies
at a surveyor to collect the revenue should be | the Mexican forces, who, in parsuance of the @ i
appointed for that port by the President, by .and | of his government, had collected a large 470
¢ advice and consent of the Senate. "Asur- | the opposite shore of the Rio Grande, cr°s0
veyor was accotdingly nominated and canfirmed | river, invaded our territory, and commenced
by the Senate, and has been ever since in the per- | ties by atutacking our forces. et
formance of his duties. All theseactsof the repub- { Thus, after ail the injuries which ¢ had e
lic of Texas, and our Congress, precedeil the orders | ed and borne from Mexico, and aﬂershehzdm_
for the advance of our army to the east bank of the | ingly rejected a minister sent to ber 0B %
Rio Grande. Sabsequently, Congress passed an | of peace, and whrm she bad solemnly 8 ppe
act “establishing certain post routes,”’ extending | c€ive, she consummated her long course © oy
west of the Nences. The conntry west of that riv- | agaiust our country by R P
er now constitutes a part of one of the congressional | War ‘“‘d' shedding the blood of car citred
districts of Texas; and is represented,in the House | 9% soil. i
of Representatives, The sgnmorsw;}om 'lh:nHSmlc The United” States never anemph?d"m n:pglﬂ
were chosen by a legislature in which the country | %3S by cénguest. On the contrafys b C s uer
west'of that river was represented. In view ofall| Period alter the peuple of Texas had ac

I e 10
these facts, it is difficult 1o conceive tpon what | \dependence; they sought to be agmited

< e . . Upited Srates.

ground it can be maintained that, in occupying the , 8
country west of the Neuces wil}::t’ our .anny?,ywﬁh a| Atagegeral election in September ,«l gﬁﬂ"’
view solely to its security and defence, we invaded | decided with great unanimity in favor ¢, s
the territory of Mexico. - But it would have been | tion ” and in-November foliowing. b€ B
still morergiﬂinulz to justify the Execntive, whose | h republic auth rrized the app "mlmen:gm.
doty it i to e that the lais bo fathfully exeoutod, | 17 1 beas their ‘reque.t o this € YeTUTELL e
if inthe face ofall these proceedings, both of the | BO¥ernment, however, having remaeC Tt o,
“ongress of Texas and ofthe United States, he had | 752 Texas and Mexico during | el o

ne o S ANse A | them, and considering it due to the hono ioas
aesmed b pspenibilly af Y up ol | Lt o Tt i a0
0 N i t Pt =t

protect and defend this territory and its inhabitants,

the earth, that we should no!l .T'i:‘;i:o:&ﬂ{, nu;‘
. 2 b 5 cansent to-annexation, nos NIl TS
mcluding Corpus Christi, as well as the remainder | gagt 10 the. whole world that the "wnque:: Gen®
) gal ed by Mexico was impossible, refused 10 36¢5
But Mexico herself has never.placed the war | overtares made by Texas. aftermite ks
which’ ghe has waged,upon the ground that our ar- | On the twelfth of April, 1844, and .




