‘“ REGARDLESS OF DENUNCIATION FROM ANY QUARTER.” !

that he would feel the burden of such reaponsi-
bility ; and I have (ull confidence, if left to
him. that the notice would be prompily given.
1 will consent to " waive objections of a more
weighty characier, and vote for the resolution
introduced by 1he gentleman from South Caro-
lina, [Mr. Brack.] if thereby we can wecure
that soanimity so desirable on a great national
question like this.  Still, my own choice
would be the passage of the original resolution.
I would prefer giving the straight forward no-
tice to dissolve the convention of 1827, leaving
England 1o put her own interpretation upon it
She would have no right to place vpon it an
unfriendly construction. Nor would I stop
upon the giving of the notice: I would also
provide for earrving out promptly all of the
recommendations of the President relating 0
| this subject. ‘To each and every of them |
yield 1the unreserved sanction and support of
my judgment; and that, 100, whether our title
to the whole of Qregon be_clear and urques.
tionably, or whether it be involved in doubt and
uncertainty, either as fo the whole or a part,

Maost of those genilemen (rom the South
with whom I hold a general agreement in pol.
itics, and who addresse ) the committee in ap-
pesition tq.the resolunion in the earlier stage of
this debate, adwitted, in the broadext and most
ungualifi= terma, that our title to Oregon, and
to the who e of Qregon 10 54° 40°, was clear
and indi-putable—=bevond nightful question or
fair controversy. ‘Those who have spoken
more recenfjy—doubtless geutlemen of larger
experienceS—geeing the difficulties invalved 1n
this positian, prudenty assumed other grounds.
T'he torwer, il seems to me, are mvolved in a
dilemma of singular difficulty and embarrass-
ment. | propose 1o exanine, for a few mo-
avents, the position of thase gentleman who,
declaring vur tide clear and unguestionable to
the whole of Oregan, sull oppose the giving of
this notice, whereby the convention of jeim
occupation, as 1t s called, shall be abeaguied
and avnulled.  ‘Thns admissiune thus unreser-
vedly wade, ought, in my judgment, (o be con-
clusive upon the genlemen making it.  They,
8t least, ought not to hesitate, either as to the
proper time for our action.  The consequence
of asserting rights thus clear, ought not, in my
| jndgment, 1o be the subject ol inguiry or debate.
11 the whole of Oregon be clearly vurs, then |
submt it to reason and pairiotism of genilemen,
whether it becomes an Amencau Congress,
gravely and with solemn fear, 10 dehiberate
upan the consequences of its action in respect
o a furergn Power.  [tis humihating, sir—a
stain upon our character—a reproach upon our
sovereignty. In this aspect, as. indeed, in any
in which the subjeet under consideration can .
be viewed, it presents a very different question |
from a declaration of wari in which light we
many gentlemen are disposes} to regard 1L,

I grint, sir, most readily, that if this were a
propusiton in ditect wrins to dueciare war
against Britain 5 if it even were a measure that
gave any just groutds or provocation for such
a declarauon on her pari—it would be proper,
nay. sir, it would be our bounden duty to n-
qu'lre 1mto the condition of our country, its re.
sources and -defences, and carefully to esumate
the sirength and power of our adversary.

Notwithstanding the very severe attick
made upon Sir John Falstafl lastevening, by the
gentlemnan from Olio, Tam halfl inchiued to
adop.t the senument so . ohjectionable to him,
him. - that Jiseretion is the heuer part of va-
loe.” 1 ca:n\t believe thal the great poet, by
putting these \¥'ords into the mauth ol the va-
~ | hant kmght ofthe tap-roomn, mtended o con-
demn so wis€ a maxiun of human conduct, but
merelv to fiow how an arrant, vet ingeaious,
coward cufild reason in excuse for his coward-
“ice. | agree, -gir. that e+ diserenon is the bet.
O , ! ter part of vator.””  “That it is neither wise nor
prECh of HOI]. D. \Vllmﬂl, of Penn’a. | pru{;elll to rush blindly into a war, unprepared

: I ivelv defenceless, against
. - : pared and comparatively g , ag
On the Oregon Question, delivered in the . an epemy armed at all points, aud hold-

House of Representatives, Saturduy, Feb. ing as it were in his hands all the elements

7. 1846, . lof destructive warfare. Such a course, I re-
) —_— . ! peat, in iny judgment would be neither wise

Me. Cuatrtay :—1 am conscious, from the | ;50 brydent, * It would be as much wanting in
iengih of tune already vecupred in this debate, | 6 courage as it larked in wound and etates-
that 1t has lost much of its freshoess and ong- | o0 1K, policy,  Before 1 would vote for a
tal interest to tie members of this House, il | .ol rau0n of war against a powerful, and in
8ol alsn 10 the peopleand the conntry atlarge. | .50 respects a superior, enemy, I would, by
1do not flatter myself that | shall be able tote- 4,544y and entarged preparations, place my
Wive any portion uf that interest, by advaucing | country in a condition to carry on the war,
W this lae day, after the subject has passed | ypo, declared, 1o 8 successfol and glorious
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Song of the Spirit of Paverty.

BY ELIZA COOK.

A scng, & song, for the Beldame Queen,
A Queen that the world knows well,
‘Whose portal of state is the workhouse gate,
And throne the prison-cell.

{ have been crowned in every land
With nightshade steeped in tears,

T've 2 dog-goasen bone for my sceptrs wand,
Which the proudest mortal fears,

No gem I wear in my tangled hair,
Nogolden vest T own—

No radint glow taints check or brow—
Yet say, who dares my frown?

Ob, I sm Queea of a ghastly-court,
And tyrant sway I bold, .

Bsiting human hearts for my royal sport
With bloodhounds of Hunger and Cold.

My power can change the purest clay

. From its firet and beautiful mould,

Tul it tudeth sway from the face of day,
Too hideous to behold.

0Oh, I am Queen of a ghastly court !
And the handmnids that I keep

Are such phantom thing 2s a fever brings
To haunt the fitful sleep.

See, see they come in my haggard train,
With jegged and matted locks

Hanging found them as the wild steed’s mane,
Or the black weed on the rocks. .

They come with bruad and horny palms,
They came in mania guise,

With angled chains and yellow skins,
And hollow staring eyes.

They come to be girdeci with leather and link,
And awey at my bidding they go, R
To il where the soulless beast would shrink,
In the deep damp caverns below,

Daughters of beauty. they, like ye,
Are of gentle womankind,

And wonder nat if littla there be
Of angel form and mind,

If I'd held your cheek by as close a"pinch.
Would that flourishing rosa be found 1
1f I'd doled you & crust oo, inch by inch,
Would your arms have been so round ?

A 0h, I ain a2 Queen, with s despot rule,
That crushes to the dust !

Tbe taws [ deal, hear no appeal, N
Thougn ruthless snd unjust. \t\i\

Tdeaden the bosom tnd darken the brain
With the might of the demon’s skill ;

The heart may struggle, but struggle in vain,
As T grapple it harder stifl.

- Oh, come with me, and ye shall ses
" How well | begin the dsy,
‘For I'll hie to the hungriest slave [ have,
And snatch his loaf away.

Ob, come with me, and ye shall see,
How my skéleton victime fall H

How [ crler the graves without a stone,
And coffins without a pai.

Then a song, a song for the Beldame Queen—
A Queen that ye fear right well;

For my portal of state is the workhouse gats,
And my throne the prison cell !

rough so many older and abler hands, any- | yorq,ination. -
ting that shail be new, touching either our | Gir | do not believe that war will como of
_ litlew the Qregon, or 28 to the probable conse. | y4i Oregon difficnlty, if prompt and prudent |
Quences that arise from the assertion of that | measure; are ndnp‘le'd. Certain it is, that the
~-title at the present time And.in the manner pro- | .0 tiuon upan your table gives none, not the
Posed.  Afier the able mauner in which our . 4, hiest groonds of offence towards England.
Ule has been discussed by those who have | 1,5 " if the posiion assumed by sume
ucted this negotiation ou the part of our ! g nvlemen who appase this notice be correct,
Gﬂvernmem‘ and_sfier all-the facis that have | T shall be sustained in the declaration that the
been broughu o view by the labored research l resolmion now under consideration, as also all
of gentlemen who have spoken upon this floor the measures that are expected 1o fallow it, are
!t would be idle fur me t expect that I could & iy he ardinary and daity-exercised powers
$1ed addutional light over ttus subject. I shall | 5r hig Government. No one has gone so far
Bt incur the tisk 10 which such an effort would ™l jp hngsitian 10 the netice ns to pretend that,
Fipose me. "] abstractiy and per e, it gave any just cause or
1 was 4nxious 1o obtain the floor at an early provocal'mn for war. ‘Thisis conl_emplale('l‘h_v
%agein this debate, and made, as | thought 8t | the very terms of the conventinn itself. Ihe
the'time, some very good efforts in that direc- | right of either party 1o give this patice, and
ton, 1 failed, however, doubtless fram the | thereby dissolve the convention, forms one of
orce of fixed Jaws—not being able 1o rise as | jis express and plain stipulations, It cannot
Quick, or get us as high, as geutlemen of less | be that war is apprehended from acling in strict
Eravitating properties than myself. ‘I Bave it | conformity with the treaty itsell.  Whatis it,
Bow; and sought it at this time not so much | then, tyat gives to the alarmed imaginativns of
fm a desire to participate in the conflict of | go many gemlemen a warlike aspect 10 this
opinion that hag grown out of this subject, 28 | measure? It is our claim to the whole of Or-
om an earnest auxiety,- before the debate | egan; and yet many of these sate genlemen
thould be brought to.a final termination, to an- | admit our title to that country clear and indis.
Bounce my cheerful support of ithe resolution putable. 1 repeat, Mr. Chairman, that it
Upon your table, and my cordial and heany | noy the giving of the'notice that makes war a
Soncurrence in all the recommendations con- | remote or even possible contingency as groiw-
Qined in the deeply-interesiing subject. ing out of this‘question. but our positive claim
L would prefer the passaée of the resolution | to Oregon. and the mea-ures herealier contem-
1 eame from the Commitiee on Fare%gn Re- | plated in extending over it. the jorisdiction of
our laws and the sovereignty of our flag. To
legislate our territory clearly our awn, in the
extension of our laws, and 1w the establish-
ment of teritorial governnents, is certainly no
unfrequent or unusual act of legislation. 'll is,
I believe, within our acknowledged jurisdic-
tion and sovereignty ; and to be deterred from
ita, exercise, when demanded by the'wants of

; lons, without amendment, and without qual-
'“"01!- While such is my preference, 1
Ob‘?“u bers aay, that ] have none, or very slight
o1 ot to ihat amendment which proposes
lh:;“ he giving of notice discretionary with
oy pident.  Not that desire to cast from

¥ responsibility in this matter; much less. to

0% upon the President any. not properly

tongiog 10 his high station. I do not belicve | our citizens, because of the unfounded preteu-

sions of a foreign Power; I can regard in no
other than a shameful abandonment of the right

ritself.  Our right 1o Oregon sdmited as elear,

in my judgment, the sulbject now under con-
sideration, s well as all the nieasures expected
1o follow, become acis of usual and ordinary
legislotion, But we are told that war will cer-
1ainly and inevitably follow,
it will follow unjustly and without canse—
will it not? And muet we halt in the paosecu-

tion of our rights ! Must we refrain from the |

axercise of our ackriowledged powers because
war may ensue? |t 1w a degradation and a re-
proach—an acknowledgement of weakness that
amounts to a virtual surrender ot our sover-
eignly consults only its own interests and glo-
ty. It is the sulé arbiter of its owa rignts. It
exists but in its perfect and absclute independ.
ence; it suffers no invasion ; it can survive no
surrender.,

If we would abandon our claim to tlat por-
tion of Oregun lying uorih of the Columbia
‘{iver. g;nllemen. I am coufident, would not
then see in this notice to dissolve the conven-
tion of 18.7, anything alarming or warlike. It
assuwes that character only because we jnsist
upon our vwn. England has noright—s0 say
gentlemen opyosed to this notice; vet, in the
insolence of tice power, she interposes her pre.
tensions, and bids us stand, or advance at qur
peril.  Shall we stand at her bidding, and
we stand at her bidding. ond lamely and cow-
ardly surrender our rights ? or shall we vindi-
cate them as our fathers did, by all the means
God and nature has placed in our hands ! "This
is the ques‘ion, and the only question,“our
clear right 1o Oregon admited. I, instead of
{ooking to the inlerest of our own peuple, and
determining what s expedient and proper for
their good, we are to 1 e swaved and influenc.
ed by European cabinets, and European threats
where is our boasted independerce?  What
can Eogland do more than iuvade our - clear
and @ quee ionable’ rights 2 Il she claimed
the puwer of taxation 11 would be no more;
and would gentlemen #iill counsel supineness
and delav ! Would they sull wlk of the dan-
ers and horrors of warl
lenguage of those who had laid deep and sirong
the foundations of the Republic; it is not thus
that its integrity can be mainained.  What
would be our position before the civilized
world !—asserting our tile 10 the whole of
Oregon as indisputable and clear; yel hesitat.
1:g. through fear, to take those steps demand-
ed by the wants of our ciuzens and enforced
hy every consideration of patriotism and puh-
lic duty.  But I amn told that it is not through
fear, but from policy, that ihis notice should
be withheld. . It will do to say so; but will
we be believed I Will England ‘believe ua?
Will the intelligent Ministers at the heads of
the Governmeits of Europe believe us?  Can
we ‘make our own peuple so believe? No,
sir, tely upon 11, it would be regardedl.gns a
sublerfuge, u shelier for our shame, an e
true reason auributed to fear.

Sir, I am not for war.  1f such a spirit is at
work within these walls, I sympathize not
with it.  Peace, with national honor and indi-
vidual liberty, is the mnost desirable of all bles-
sings. ‘The social, moral, and political tri-
umphs of peace, are far more glorious, in my
estimation, than all the political triunphs of
peace, are far more glorious, in my estimation,
than all 1he victories and bloody trophies of
war. Ilook, I confess, with deep svliciiude,
and not without serious apprehension, 10 the
influence which a war, and such a war as we

- should.have with England, might exert upen

the habus, thoughts, and feeliuge of our peo-
ple. lacknowledg- is strong and cemrabzing
iendencies, its wasteful extravagance, 1is enr-
rujpiing and demoralizing influences.  Bpt we
mugt not, because of these dangers, timely
submnt 1o be plundered of our rignis. 1 trust
we shall have uo war. lu wruth, I de not ap-
prehend serious danger of 8o great a calamity.
‘he age in which we live 1s an age of peace.
The benign influences of its spirit are every-
where engaged in the cultivauon of art, and
the peaceful enterprises of Lfe. 1 am for peace.
But if 1t has come to this, that we cannot assert
our * clear and unquestionable” rights in that.
inude that we deem best calculated 1o promote
the interests of our people, without invalving
us in war, then, sir, let it come. War, under
such circumsiances. ceases 1o be an evil, and
becomes a gouds  Patriotism and religion alike

1 sanction and eanctify it.

Mr. Chairman, my constituents are for
peace. ‘They are emphatically a peace-loving

tuppose 1t does '

This was not the'

3 " PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY, AT TOWANDA, BRADFORD COUNTY, PA, BY E. 0, & 1. P. GOODRICH.

R P

l

this day, strike a blow that would drsolatr our ;
entire seaboard, and lay waste our cittes.  Qur
defenceless condition but invites auack. We!
must perfset our coast and harbor delences.—
Anxious for peace, we must prepzre for war,— :
We want no inerease of the arms.  For all}
the purposes of land defence, wo have s sure
and, sale reliance 1 the punotism and valor of |
our people. | verily believe, sir, that, at s |
day, we have the strongest milnary foree for |
the purpuses of defelice ol any nation on the ;
globe, |
The military power of European Govern-
ments is estnnated, and justly so, by the num-
bers of their standing arwies ; ours, hy the
number of our vigarous and able-bndicd eciti- '
zens; every oune of whomn iz a betier soldier. i
in the strong and determiued purpose uf a brave |
heart, than the trained: mercenary, hired and |
paid by kings. [ believe the gallant West |
alone, from the energy and daring of her sons, |

and death in their defence a bléssing rather
than a aacrifice. )

Oregon ours—so sdmitted, so conceded—
and this is no longer a controversy for a sirip
of land of 1wo or three degress of laiude. It
assumes 7o imporiance tlinitely above and
beyond all considerations of mere roods and
acres of land. T1 becomes an atiempt, on the
part of Great Bnitain, to overawe us in the
prosecution of our rights, to invade eur sover-
eigoty, lo degrade and lower our national.char-
| acter. [ call upon genticmen, who have made

the broad admission of our clear and voques-
tionable right to the whole of Oregon, to come
up 1o the support of the resolution now upon
your table. Whoever else [aliers, they should
not. -

1 deeplv regret the coutse of a portion of my
southern political friends upun this question.
I doubt not but they are actuated by as pure a
patriotism, as;high a seuse of public duty, as A '
myself; but it would huve given me greai| from*their high and noble bearing, uuu!fl drive !
pleasure 10 have reen the republican members | back the invading hosta of Britain.  No. e, .

question. ‘T'his, sir, is no party question, but: furce of the country, uxcept it mav be a regi-;
ond of deep national concern. Gud forbid that! ment or two stauoned alony the route 10 Ore-,
I should nvoke the spisit of party in its dis- | gon ; but we do want a stronger naval estab- :
cussion : but | may say. what I earnesily feel, | list Lo Itis v lor the prutection of ,
that it would have affurded me sincere gratifi- | our commmerce snd our coast. It is also.in i
cation 10 bave seen the party to which I be-| iy opinion, demanded as a soung measure of |
long, “and which I bonestly believe W be the | public economy. Na\@qna. not unfrequeantly.
- great panty -of progress—the true American suffer more in the sacrifices they make, be-
i party of the country—firmly united in suppor: | cause of thewr weakness. than all the cost of
t

H
|
':
of this measure.~ Sir. | am no eroaker aganst | maintaining strengtn.  How was it during the |
{ the South. I have suffered sbuss for the de- | lale wars of Europe? Our commerce plua- |
;fence of her conatitutional rights. My lhome | dered on every sea. aur seamen imprevsed— !
is in the North. 1 love its green hills and’ unul aggravated injuries competled us 1o a dec-|
; quiet valleys. 1 would not exchange 1 rug- taration of war. A navy-adeq.ate to the pro- |
l ged soil, that invites 1o labor, and begets u no- | tection of our commerce and‘ seamen, might;
i ble spirit of sell-dependence for the ferule and | have saved us from the necessity of that decla-|
, luxuniant plans of the sunny South. I would | tion, and the country-from the bleod and tres- |
, ot exchange systems of labor. nor those stern | sure it cost. Rely upon it, no nation ever yot!
"and quiet virtues of the North, for all the chuv- | lost, in the long run, by heing prepared at ali’}
alev and nice hovor of the South. Yet, sir, I tmes, to maintain its righte. I do not believe
iam' not iusensihle 1o the claims of the South | that we shiall have war ; but if we do. 1 give
"upon my sffection and respect.  She has con-| it as oy solemn convicuion, that it will be pra- :
tribuied largely 1o 6ill up he measure of viir | voked and brought upon us by our weaknese
pauogal glorv.” Her blood and ber treasure , in this respect.  Give us a navy adeguate for
hag been freely poured out 1n the day of peril | the protection of our cnast. and able 10 earry
; and of our country's greatest need. | hold in | the war into Africa, and all danger of war, if
i profound respect the names of her great states- | any exists, will immediately vanieh. Thus
" men, living aud dead. [ have drawn laigely | protected, and thus able 10 give sanovance 1o
_from their teachings in the building up of my | our enemy, and war will not come.  Let Eng-
 political faith. I cherish and respeet them for | land feel and see that war with us would penil
their able vindication of the great doctrines of | her vast commerce—ay, sweep it from the
the republican achool, itieir fearless defence of , ncean—and she will not inake war for the Ore-
the nights of the States. and their watch(ul { gon.
! jealouey against the encroachments’of the Fed. | Sir, [ go for an increase of the navy, and
i eral power. When ihe North and the Ea!li nlso for a correction of its ahuses. It is preg-
: were rushing on towards consoludation, the : nant with the most gross and glaring abuses,
‘ South stood hike a wall of fire in their path.— " and at a propertime, if opportunny offer, I in-
"T'he southy, sir, has done uch for the cause of i tend to raise my voice for their correetion. 1,
republican principles, and of constitutional | would urge an inerease of the navy, not as o
government, war,- but 23 a perace measure—as a sure and
I have said that I do not believe that war . gafe guaranty for cont:nved ?nd permanent
WI“ come of this measure. Is it nota lillle'i peace. We want a stronger navy, to- guard
remarkable, that while gemlemen are prognos- . against the hazards of European war, even
i ticating war on this floor, English statesinen, . though we should not be direcily involved in
80 far as we can learn, do not serionsly antici. | them, as one of the belhigerent parties. hwould
pate such an event  Here, the Message of the ! insure protection to our cornmerce, and respect
President is looked upon as a eemi-declaration | 10 ovr flag. No man can be more opposed to
of war. Iu England. itis regarded as decided- ; the expenditure of vast sums of money in sup;
ly pacific. All of the English papers brought | porting large naval and military establishments,
by the late steamer, upon the whole, speak of | 1han mysell; but the present is a crisis in the
the tune of the President’'s Message as favora- | history of this country : in it. sir, are the is-
. ble to the two countries. Every indication of , nues of life or death. The result of this con-
i public opinion tn England, and, more than all, . jroversy will decide for all coming time whe-
; the recent movement in the British mimstry, | ther we are to hold a sécundary place, ar as-
; point to peace, and not to war. 1 believe—at suue the irst rank in the family of nations.—
i least I have so undervioqde—that the mam dif- ; England etands clothed in complete armor.—
| ficulty encountered by Lord Juhu Ruseell. in While we hope for the besi. let'us zagaciously
i his effuris 10 form a cabinet, arose outof afirm ’ prepare for the worat. A litle well-timed pre-
; determination, on the parl of eminent British ; paration may avert the calamity we dread.” T
! statesmen, to do nothing that should lead to 8} would he a more potential argment in favor of
: ruplura between the two countries. What "our right tn Oregon. than all the overwhelming
| were the grounds of the refusal of Lord Grey | fact urged by our able negouatiors who have
(1o acvept of a place in Lord John Russell's i had this subject in charge. By this. I mean,
rcabinet? 11 have undersiond anght, {theugh ! sir, that 1 would gnicken the moral perceptions
. 1 confess | am not much in the way of correct i of England, and enable her the better 16 see !
“wformation oa such matters) it was because lord  and appreciate the justice of our demands.—
, Palmersion was 10 be placed atthe head of the; Na nauon ever yet lost in negotiation by being
) Furergn Office—a man kunown to be ualnend- ; prepared 10 defend its rights.
i ly to thus couniry, and, more than that. known | * Lot ihis natice be given. When (il a dis-
o be committed upon this queslion in 8 man- | o160 right gain swength by delay? 1 am not
lner to preclude an amicabie adjustment of it. prepared al this tme lo asscrt, as sowe have |
i Yel, gentlemen persist i the cry of war, \var?.; done, that cur title to the whole of Oregon is
1as il 1t were at our very doors. What have | ceqr gud unguestionable; butthis mueii I can
i we to fear from war, so much more than our; say with confidence, that ésery year aeluy will
advers ry, that we should scent itat a distance, | yeaken our title, while England will grow more
and create a panic, even befure its first mutter- | 4ng inore exorbitant in her demands.” Let this
rings are heard ! Il indecd the day has come ! contruversy be speedity settled by negoti tion if

of this llouse united, 10 3 man, on this great| we wanl no increase of the standiog aulitary |

title to the whale ofyOreann clear bevond doubt
or guestioin § 1so, why dues the Message of
the President, und the correspondence of Mr.
Buchunnan, stitl-hold out an anicable sestlement
by negotiation N\ IFthere is nothipg about which
smen nay fairly dispute, then, sic we have been
dishonared funs enough by negotiation. ” Letus
bwve nnmore of . Let the next nute of the
British Pienipotentiary be returned, unopened.
with the answer that our clear and indisputable
nights, winvaded, ate retiled by thhe sword.  Sup-
puse, str, that Engiand should aceede 1o the offes
we liave three tinies mude ; could weo, 98 3 just
and high-uinded, nation, refuse its acceptancat
Could we expect the moral aentiments of the
world to sustain us in 8 war under such circum-
stances 1 Could we invoke upon our arms the
blessing of the God of hosts ?

While 1 hope fur an amiceble settlement.of
this ditficuiy, I am fully satisfied thut'ge can
expect no good from jutther negotiation, intbe
presentaititnde of this question,  Twesty-seve
veurs of negoustion, under the conventions of
1818 and 1827, have resulted in nothing, unless
1t be to weaken the foree of our title by threo
oifers 1> compromise on the line of the 40ih
parallel of latitude.  What can we €kpect from
turther negotintion under soch cireunstances?—
I negotiation 2 10 be renewed, as I doubt not it
will, let it be under other and different auspices
—such as shall produce a speedy senlement of
this countruversy, Let it be renewed undera
notice 1o dissolve the existing conveation, Let
steps immediately be taken 1o secure a safe jour-
ney 1o, our emigrants ou their way to Oregon ;
by the erection of blockliousen and stockade ferts
on the line of their route. Raise a couple of
regimenty of mounted men, to guard their pata
from the surprise and ambush of the Yndien ;
build forts in Oregon itselffur the protectinn of
our settlers’in their new homes. Do thesy things
sir. Englaud has done sll this thicugh her
Hudson Bay Company ; an' if it 18, no infrace
tion of the convention for her 10 du it, neither is
itforus., Extend ihe proteetion of your laws
over our citizeas in than country ; establish a
monthly mail comwuniecation ; carry out that
most wise recomnendaion of the President, in
the establishment of an Indian agency, under the
snperintendence of a prudent and sagacious maa,
through which this Government can cultivate
friendly relations with the suvage tribes of that
country ; and, above all, Mr. Chairman, let not
Congress adjourn without providing means for
perfecting our coast defences, and putting afloat
amore efficient navy, augmenting oor present
establishinent by o strong steam marine force ;
and then, sir, negotiute,. ‘Then, and nottill then,
will we be in a condition to setile thie question
favorably to the interests, or with honor to the
country. [ have great confidence that renewed
negotiation, opened under sueh circumstances,
would result in a speedy and honoruble setle-
ment of our territerial rigtnts in Oregon. Eng-
land will not recede sa lung as the present state
of things continne. Why shou!d she? She is
in the enjoyment of all she asks, as fully as if
we had made a formal surrender of the country
north of the Columbia. Sheis strengthening
herself jn lier possessions north of that river,
taking good care, throngh her Hudson Bay
Cowpany. to confine onr setilements to the
south, It is idle to expect a sedement under
such circumstances. England bas the gameall
in herownhand. Let us block it, «ir, by giving
this notice, and carrying out prompily ull the
recommendatious of the President relating 10
this subjeet. : ’

in the hope of a peaceful sellement of this Ore-
gon difiiculty ; and Lave greater confidence that
1t wiil be so setided, if we act firmly—nono, sir,
if tinnd audirresolute coungels prevail.  But, sir,
Fam aotin favor of any (senlement that shall
give to England the valuable harbors of Puget's
sound. Iregard whem as the keys of the Pacifie
—the ports that are to coaunand the vast com-
merce of the Indies.  Asia, sir, at this moment,
open= a field for commercial enterprise, more
vast amd valunble o us than ail the other great
divisions of the world,  Eastern Asia alone, and
the isiands aijacent, are thronged and crowded
with near hait' the world's populavon.  Their
produciions and manufactures are of unequalied
value ; and their artisans are tkilled in the most
ruse and curious workmauship,  What a field
for enterprise ! What an wnexbaustible source
uf wealth is hereopened up! The commerce
ol he western coastof thiscoutinent is destined,
1 firmly believe, 1o ¢xceed that of the eastern.—

i for the struggle beiween monarchicil powers | i can, or by an appeal to arms if it must. While

‘F'here are those whose eyes now open to sun-
light, whao, according to our ratio of increase for

people. Much has been said, in the course | and republican principles, let us F)regsl the | 1 believe our title the better to the whole of | the st fifty years, will live to see our popu-
of tius debate, about individual and national - shock, as become the eony of heraic sires.— ! Qregon, I do nnt think itso clear as to preclurle | lation reach between one himdred and fifty and

honor. [ am uot insersible to the claims of
{rue national honor.  Iis preservation | ac.
knowledge as one of the inghest dmiu!" (ree-
men. My constituente, however, do Jot war
1 ndividual strife upon mere points of hanor;
nor would they jusuly me in plonging thewr

cuuntry into war on sewe abstract idea or ]

point of natioral honor.  1If there is nothing
in this coutroversy, no substantial and valua-
ble rights, uo principles dear to the American

Meari,then let ua have done with it. Butifupon

the other hand, there are rights and principles
invulved, deeply affecting oor interssts and
sovereignty, then, sir, I answer for my consiit-
uents. that neither as individuals nor as citizens
will they.gBbmit to an assault upon that honor
that wovolves a eurrender of theie nights. Tt
does not become the sons of the land of Penn-
svlvania to boast of their caurage. ‘They pre-
serve their honor and their seif-respect from
that"exposare that takes mortal offence atslight
and trivial causes ; but they suffer no invasion
of their acknowledged ights.  Abridge the
freedom of such or of the press; asnaill the
nghte of conscience ; let a foreign Power in-
vade the freedom of the eeas, or our own ahso-
lute sovereignty over our own soil ; and my
life upon it, eober, quiet \Wm, Penn, will not
be found last in the rally or first ia the reireal.
These are the great ideas 1hat Pennsylvania
brought with him when ke came to plant a col-
ony and to found a State. We received them
from our fathers, and, by the blessing of God,
we will transiit them to our children. Al
our ideas of existence are inssparable from
these great personal and political rights. Cut
off from them, life would be 10supportable,

i The republicis in her youth, sud the vigor of , ;. her negotiation and an amicable adjusunent, |
| her strength,  The luxurtous vices of wealth| i 14 can be honorably effected. 1 can clearly
" have not quenched the pairiotism, of eneravale’ gee in the President’s Message an earnest desire l
+ed the energy of her sons.  Detter now the | gnd hope that it wili be so senled. Al of the !
: eonflict than when enfeebled by the vices and : currespundenue of vur Sccretary of Suate gives |
l intirmities of age. 1o England the strongest assurauce of theanxiely |
[ have been pained 1o hear thoge of extrava. | of our Government to settle this question by |
: gant eulogies of the pawer of Great Britain, in | pegotiation. Tt muat be. therefore. that there 13 |
connexion with sv unjus@® depreciation ol the | something in this Oregon controversy about
sirengih and resources of our ewn country.— | which we may fhonorably uegoniate. *Clear,
Have we grown so feeble within the last thir- | and unquestionable** right are things of astrong |
1y vears!  England gained no advantage over | and uncompromising nature ; they cannot be'im- !
us in the war of 1812. She was beaten upon | puired, compromise., or even made the subject )
the land and the sea. Our gallant pavy won | of negotiation. without a Joss of that high char- |
for itseli and the country undying renown.— | acter that this nation should ever waintin—'
‘The application of sieam power to ghips-of-war | If our right to the whole of Oregon be ofthis {
will doubtless work a great change in naval | nature, then 1 fear ne that the stain of dishonor ;
warfare ; and I regret that truth compels the | is already indelibly fixed upon my rountry.— |
acknowledgement of the vast superionity of | Rightsof this character are not, 1 repeat, the sub- |
England in this respect. It is 3 shame, sit, | ject of negotiation, but of enjovment ; or if inva-
that we have been so unmndful of the teue in- | ded, uf battle to the death. ~ Suppose Enslaud
terest of our country in this paricular.  We | should claim that our present revenue laws were
wanit a more eflicient navy ; 1t is demanded by | o sertons a clog upon her commerce and. manu-
the present condition of the woald., Qur vast! factures 23 that she would make /it a cavse of
interests—the position we aceupy in the greal | war unless oui tariff was reduced : would we
{amily of natinns—mntost imperatively demund | Listen o such arrogance, and proposc negntiation
that we should arm for our protection and de.'{ fur the setlesnent of such pretensions 2 What !
fence, England is srming to the testh. Her | means this negotiation for the last twenty-sevdn
warlike, preparations are upon a veale unparel- | yearn?  Why these thiree distinet offers 10 com-
leled in her history. France—once her im-| promise on the 49th parallel of norh latitude 2—
placable foe, now lier apparent ally—=has also, | | am forced, Mr. Chairman, to the belief tha:
 within the last few years, added vasily 1o -her | there are questions of doubt and difiiculty sur-|
naval and military eswblishments. Can we. | rounding ourutle to a Broniu‘nof this territory 5
sir, in justice 10 ourselves, or with safety to | ar, to adapt the other ternative, that my coun-
our conntry, longer remain indifferent to these | try, to her everlasting slisme, has three. times
siguificant and_portentous preparations of the | offered to purchase peace atthe expense of a sur-
two great Powers of Europe! England could | render of her unquestionable right. 1s our

two hundred miilions.  When this great result
is realized—and that it will ‘e, statistics prove
—then, sira vast and busy population will throng
the shores of the Paeific. 'Then the seat of
commercial empue wiil be transferred from the
east 10 the west. . Europe produces a large suy-
pus of uli the great staple manufactures of iron,
wool,and cotton.  We can find po market there
except fur thie ran material of cotton and a limite
ed guantity of our surplus breadstuffs.  East-
ern Asi, on lhuh!hrr!mnd,npq'n! a marketboth
tor our gezin and staple meoufacturas beyond our
power ta glut, ifnot 1o supply,  I'his vast trade
—this inexhaustuble source of wealth——is destin-
ed in less thao one century to choke up the poris
and harbors of Puger’s sand.  Shall Edgland
have them. and thus secure for il coming time,
and bevond the hope of sucressiul competition,
hee commercial ascendeney ! Never, sir, while
thig republic hoids a place 1a the family of na-
tions.  Mere 1 would set limits 1o negotiation ;
here T would make wy ulumatum, and never
recede one mch, ro loug n« there was an Amer-
1ean arm 1o strike a blow in its defence, ‘Vi!I|,
out these harhours, Oregon is mmpani_ivc]y
worthless § with thend, Oregon is wotth & war,
These surrendered, lat Vew York and Bos{ou
ba sarrendered with them 5 these lost, and all
should be lost.

I believe, Mr. Chairman, 1 have said all that
I desired to say upun thiv-subject ; aud more [
fear, than has been well ot profilably eaid. [

thiege_are some five minutes of the hour allaz.
;:3‘% e yet untold. ¥ will, however. resiime
my seat, even at the hazard of making a failure
of a sprech. v -

Mr. Chairman, lagree with the President,

-



