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mfnt)us Gowper sma his Ouse, o
“}umi his fowery- winding Ayr,
maunmﬂ stream, my bumble muse
Wil b-my poet—thou its carez -~
e mt strain may flect away,

ke lpatés UPOD the passing ude, ) ;}-_
sk unuouced in-that sea,
here. nobler songs alone may ride ;
suams iwill flow rejoxcmgly—
Lethe:m power can smolher thee.

mnter, but his.icy chain I
‘oosened from the rock ; the tree,
gh shorn, in smiles tevives again,
d spreads its srms lmplormgly,

e ms that summer hss looked down
nou the earth, to see’ if all
& had "scaped the reckless frown

e Winter, and destroying’ Fall,=-

, Wyalusiog, bounilest gay!‘@";'.'

mg in the joyous day.

crusts that [ately miurred thy caurse
¢ sin upon.the human soul,

wnched by heaven’s effectivé force,
y,and tEou movest to t hy goal,—

with the joy the freed soul knows,
" from. thy ghu.ermg chains dést bound,
ghlly as thyl spirit flows,

#1t life and hope on ‘all aroupd—
fom thy breast.a holy prayer :
wpon the balmy air.

N

s yon hills in “ eylvan war,”
dmyper s echoing axel I hear,
nless saw mill from afar, "\~
e smg plays upon my ear;
Yeejay chirps upon the tree, )
i there the agile squirre} leaps, i )
timming proud, thé-“‘grey goose" séo,
-abling and diving in thy deeps,—
viife! there’s life ! tho’ summer’s gone;
sream we ‘are not qmte alone. :

ik Ithe hunter and his hounds— .
tf stirs yon thicket 7-tis a.fawn
lus in thy dividing bounds,’

sies, fear driven leaves the lawn,
fuity seeks in yon beech sbade—-

be ent/is lost—-the hummen rave,
wve they shall, €’er bard shall aid
iguile them, Noble creel; to save,
E: mprderaus sport and tyrant‘ blow,

i wouldst have all as free as thou. .

i glory wreathes the mountain ridge;
iy tireless traveller sinks behind— -
bl upon  rustic brulge, .
xlgze below with pensive mind;
sun-gilt g:loud_l! clearon thy bed
fected from their heavoﬁ'ljr ‘dome,
2 distant objects near me epread,
nind me of my distant hon'le;:. ’
plancy, of affection born, ) =
sforms the clouds to tllooe-l moufn. -
uy heartis as thy stream, ‘
a friends those clouds réflecting there *
ith, while bound to thy,bed they ‘seemn,
Davell over thes in midnight air,—
& mirror of thy bosom, bright’ :
B cknorledges thg | glowing gaze,.
friends beit o’er me ag the light
A0d durk clouds o'er thy g]nssy face; . .
¢ looks more beauteous on me r:ome,o
d frog that heaven—-hame.

stmm thy source i mong the hxlls"'
d Wountains, claspmg rock and tree, -
Eeet eer roves, and wild bird fills -
+ stalwart sides with nature’s ‘glee:
4 thon boundest by my sids, |
i eagle speed and majesty,
Foud stream, thou didst unblbe

‘Pim song of liberty - i [rosmj;
R ‘mong those hexghts where thou dxdst
ferdon’s eradle, and ber boms.| -

@, forever ﬁow.thy '-ldes v Sk
T sileg are cheering Berb and tree; .
‘di‘ﬂ" grass upon thy sides” - -, .~
sits bowed head and blesses thee,—-

‘tethy course! the ocean wide -

! clagp lhy charm#7—there epread, diffuse
%it ang thy mountzin pnde, .
“Mgh distant lands where slavery sues -
"W chains, and bid bim drink.

"iats free, and r{@e each link.”
" the mountains, { fare thee well !
¢ drives e, from thy scene; -
2 ere spring’s cnchanlmg spell,
"lhca thy glorious'garb of green, .
Lills, by other etreams, - . l
r"lmlermg,- feet with grief may presr
*will-turn: our thought's. bright beams,
h.:ze thy bloommg lovelinéss ;
tough life, twin streams shall sbate,
® will miake sweet muéxc there, -

thek hooting. Exlranrdinary

?’ ied A, with jogful Took,
M:ry fine far ducks ‘my dear.”
"ad gaig, « you tiave n ht -
74 i
ek but' me whue mn S

h

i, | Pyrenees.

o move ‘on!,

‘| bat instantly. ‘ensued.

"The Ba'ﬁd of the Forlf

o Wherefore tlns halt, Ditgo?
Don Mdnlnas de Castro, thru ting -his
‘head from,the window .of a uge, itl-
contrived leathern - -vehicle, the . hind-

beven.

' .said’

| most of three slmxlarly ‘constructed can-

veyanceés, which dttended by couple

j of dozen horsemen. armed to the teeib,
“| bad just at that moment - come 10 a

stand - still in a ‘mountain pass of the
Wherefore halti ¢ here,
.and be—to them, Diego?” rred the"
irascible Hidalgo, -+ Rideto'the front,
sirral, and order the' headmosg carriage
to push- forward as quickly as 0551ble.
"We're in the worst, -part of. his ugly
road ; and the Seven and. l'orl:rJ, s thou
well knowest, infest the neighborhood:
. Spur on, sir. * This ‘is'no pla e 10 be
caught napping in.”
. T will s0,” s.nd the attendant, spur-
| ring and lashing his horse amozgst the
press ; for'the road being -sa dy, with
hizh rocks on_either hand, the horse-
man and' vehicles, from _ the a Xiety of |
the rear to get orward.sha become
somewhat confused and jammed toge-
ther.—Qut of the way theré ! cried
Diego, clearthe road, and let/me to the
front men!: Get on there can’t you-3—
What hinders us? Forwardjl -8ay le—
“The géteral’s angry at this Halt.”
The beautiful Elvira de Iendoza.
leaning back inthe vehicle in which
she was'seated beside her guardian, the
| beforesaid Don‘Matthlas de Gastro, hid
1 her peerless features' in lLier hands,%as

" | the vivid flashes of the forked lightning

{ darted through the front windows of
the vehicle they were passengers in,
-and displayed-the rdcks, precipices and
‘hanging woods they were surrounded
by, brightly as though, for the moment,
a hundred flambeaux bad| suddenly
flashed through the forest scene.

"¢« Get on, srrsf'" roared-the incensed.

noble, once more thrusting hi rm;atrem
I

head from the window. D , 8iF !

Drive over thoEle men in
‘{ront, . coachman, if they don’t choose
to move out of the way ! Fjre and fu-
ry ! why don’t you movg om, you
scoundrels 2" -

.* May it please your lord lnp,” said
the gerving-man, Diego, from the place
where he ‘was now jemmed up amidst
the press; *¢ we can’t:stir alpeg to ‘the
front. The. pass is ichoked,up here in
 the narrowest part; a lnrge‘ number of
‘broken-down carts and tumbrils are be-
fore ud, and the mén are dismounting to
remove the obstruction. ~ {The night,
t00,'is so" dark, Seignior,. that, but for
the lightning, - we should not. have
found out what opposed ont progress.’”

|
¢ Tet them not drsmoum' " “foared

‘Don Maithias, * Bid the:E stand to
their arms: we ghall be attacked liere.
1 thought how it would bel Here let |

me out this instant !’ L
So saying, the Hidalgo seized a pis:
10! from his uarst—belt, luc?ed open the

door of the carriage, Jumped into the
‘road, and, plucking- forth|his toledo,
oade for the (ront.of the cavalcade..

« Halloo there 2’ roared vorceloud-
er than the thunder-clap.— alloo there !
'Wlio dares remove our bpggage, and
disturb our biveuac? Shoof them, Mat-
teo! fire men, upon the sc \mdrels'
Char-r-ge! .- -

__No sooner had the words. rang out
from atnongst the carts "and waggons
which obstructed the advance of the

" | travelers, than, from ’ front,” and rear,

and flank, the ecarriages and escort
were assailed.’ Forty-seven’ bollets
whistled 2mongst the belated travelers,
forty-seven swords leaped., from’ their
.scabbards into the air, and|’ {orty-seven
roffians, clad in back, breast, and head
piece, dashed upon the. affrighted and
{ helpless party. <
A short,” rapid, and mu derous com-’

the'vehicles were slauehte ed like cattle.
in the shaaibles ; the- dnv ts and foot-
men rzerq cut down and hurled beneath
the wheels : the escort, upjable to make
much Tresistarice, were ratmed from
their horses, and deali with 10 a than ;
the inale passengers wnhuilhe carriages
were killed  almost beforg they could
set foot upan the ground; .and Don

| Matthias de_ Castro, a -general.in -the.

Spamsh service, after fighting for full
five minutes {ike an in nrraled liger,

. dzed amidst the. hoofs: ol‘ ke horsee of

his own serving-men. :

. Almost before the co l'usmn wis
over. thie female passenue s.of the three
‘'vehicles. were, dragged, fainting from
their seats, and became tlig prey of the
bandiuti.” 'A ferocious ruffian, with the
proportions of an-Aberdeen porter,-and
a beard like, a coppice .of brushwood,
‘had: possesslon of the radlint. e‘xqunsue,
and unmatchable Elvira dé Metdoza,—
ehe, for.whose slightest glanca all the
cavaliers in . Madrid': werp :dying,, Was

| now the hopeless and rnsenslble capnve

| c .»,f,a'..
[ . ‘e oAy

|

of Roderwo Rapscallrano——a be‘r—eyed
‘| groad shouldered villiati—the lieutenant
ol' the band of the Forty-seven.

Torches now also flashed from the

clefts and crevices of the rocks, which
‘immediately overhung that part of the
road where, this onslauoht had taken
.place,, ‘and in a few minttes more the
vehicles were sacked, and, as it were.
almost thived inside out. “Trunks and
pacl\'wes were strewed about, rich’ ap-‘1
parel torn from them, jewels and gold
sparkled in the sand, and in fact, a scene
ensued which only the pencil of a Sal-
vator could have done justice to., Of
the passengers, and escort auendantup-
on-the three carriages, which had afew
‘minutes before entered the mountain
pass, not one, except some halfa dozen:
hapless females, . ,remained - lnmg 10
tell the tale; whilst the lurid "glare of
the flaming branches of pine, carried
‘by-some ten or ‘a dozen miscreants,
who had till naw lain in -ambush, flash-,
ed from the steel hauberks of theircom-
rades, displaying their savage visages,
in contrast to the grim and deallx-slamp-
ed features of the victims whom' they
had butchered and who, almost Leaped
together, lay  bleeding amidst their
wounded steeds and overthrown. vehi-
cles. .-,

‘The captain of the banditti was the

only one of his party who remained in-
active whilst the band was engaged in-
plunder. Sitting on his " horse, a litle
aloof from the scene, he watched for a |
few minutes their proceedings. After;
wiping hjs ‘trenchant blade’ upon the;|
leather sleeve of fus donblet‘ he sheath-
ed-the weapon, and, moving up to the'
the spot where ‘his ~lieutenant was at.
-that moment e[lu'aored n conve\mg the'
manimate form ol' ‘the Lady Elvirz from
her_carriage, he bade Kim, in a stern
voice, call off gome of the men from
 plunder, aud bring the qaptured females
instantly before. him. .

Roderigo, who hadJusl began 10 eye
the lovely creatyre”in his arms with
the wonder of a savage who sees beau-
ty for the first time, - wpon this order,
placed her upon the ground beside him,

{ and grasping -his bucrle, wound halfa’

dozen notes” upon it, as a sort of call
for cerlam of the band 10 rglly around
him.

sI'll take charge of your prize for
yon, comrade,” -said 2 man, stepping
up close beside him, and extingunishing
with his'foot the toreh which Rodengo
had thrown to the ground, wheu he had
place(l Elvira upon the bank.—I*1l take
.charge of your prize, whilst you attend
" to the captain’s order; leave her wnh
me here for a moment.:

S« Notso,” returned the heulenant
grufily 3 _mind your ownatl'mrs She’s
mme—I’ll not quit her.*‘ What devil
made you put out the llrvht ?  Auend
me to-the trysting wee.” ":

Sa saying, he tasied, and stooped to
raise’ and bear off his victim; buta
deadly thrust met Kimi as he did so, and
the blow taking effect inf hig bull -neck,
just above the cmrasa,he fell dead with- |
outa groan. .

'In znottier moment the lady was seiz-
edin the powerful arms of this new as-
sailant, thrown agross a steedlike a sack
of flour, and silently. apd quickly con-
veyed into the tluckest part of 1he for:
est. ’

This trzmsfer of tlre beautifol ‘Elvira
"had been so quickly made, and the ban-
‘diui were so fully occupied with'the,
busingss in hand, that he who had thus
obtained possession of the greatest prize
had some Jittle time for a “fair start. be-
‘foré the incident became known, and
-he accordingly made the bestuse of ir..
Leading his horse -into a’ gorge in the
mountain, along which a rivulet formed
its pebbly. ‘bed, and iu whose murmag
the hoof-tread of the steed was drown-,
ed, he Puslred on, with cautjon and. des-
_patch. " After hur ing onwards’ for
some few’ hundre” paces, his farthér
progress’ was slayed by coining to the |
end. of the gorge, a huge flat rack ris<
ing, like a wall-of alabaster before him,.
,l'rom whose high top theé waters flow--
ed; whilstthen narrow passages on ellh-
er haod avere. £0  precipitous and over-
grown, with ‘brushwaod, that cumbered
,\vnh the inanimate form of the lady, it
was emremely hazardons to adventore’
down. - Pausing for"an Im:tant to lis-
ten; he found ihat his: exploit wag dé-
tected, “and.that " severdl .of the band
were dlspersed in pursuit; “He’ heard
.plainly’the rapid approach of - horsé-
-men up the path he:had ;just: traversed.
Dismounting. the lady, e  turned bis |
\horse’s head into ‘the openmg on the
fight ;. and striking . him. smarily -with
his - rapler. the . steed plunged- -into
the_ ravine ; lie then ‘00!\ the weapon
betiween hrs “teeth, aind_descendiig
info “the- liitle basin " inio ‘which' the
‘caseade- fell;” he' rmmedlalely “rushed’
through the tarrent, and entered a small.

o 1
, -

-—

-

cavern, or. grotto,’ on.the - other srde,
-a place so eﬂ'eclually concealed by ‘the
falling stream and requiring so much
resolution to. reach it, that unless some,.
fortuitous aecident had discoveréd it uo
one would possibly con_]eclure lts exis-'
tence.

- When the dady. awoke to conscious-

S

ness, the situation in which'she was!

placed was sufficiently startipg and’
alarming.’ "Ste found herself’fécliniﬁg
upon the-hard floor of a ¢dpacious cav--
ern, arhidst the roar of waters, which'
Lxllm-r over its enfrance, threw -their
spray over ﬁer damausk chieek. A small
 Jamp hung ina recess at the further end,
andat the enrance swo0d ‘a tall ﬁvure
his drawn rapier being grasped in one
band and a petronel-in the other. .
- Hastily parting|the long. tresses from
before her eyes, as recollechons of the
thorrid -slaughter she had so recently

witnessed-flashed across her brain, she-

continued 10 gaze upon-the dark form
before her, and which stood with its
back towards her; without being, able
to find words to uttera single sentence.

Aftera whlle, the fixed seuunel .at the
cayern’s! mouth, slowly -and quietly
quituing his guard,: turned round and
approached her; and Elvira, casting
herself at his lect, and’ clasping hls
knees, besought his pity and. protection
n accents of despair and hotror. The
-stranger was a 'tall, stately and noble
looking man ; so much the Lady Elvi-
ra d!scovered by the feeble glimmer. of
the lamp which’ hung in the recess of
the grotto the moment he ‘turned tow-’
ards her.; He stooped, and, raising her
frows the ground, addressell her in words
of comfort and re-assurance. 1f, as
she surmised; he was the captain of the
robbers, he at least showed symptoms
.of some nurmre. anid there was a ‘grace
and dignigy in his - ‘deportment which
bespoke him/descended 'from. a better
and more honorable station,

« Be of good *comfort, madam, 7 he
said ; T trust that the immediate dan-’
ger has passed. You have been forty-
nate in having escaped. the clutches of
the I‘ony-seven.—a horde of the most
infernal miscreants thay ever infested.
the Pyreneces 1"

‘s Alerciful heaven ', cried Elvira,
“then-I am not in the poiver of 1hat
dreadful band 1" - .

-+ You are not, lady,”” he relurued —
“ My presence near the scene of your |
disaster énabled me to remler you, tbe
service I have done in "reseuing you,”

“To whom am1 iridebted for so dar-
ing and so humane :an aci?"’ eagerly
mqurre(l the lady: “Oh’ tell me vour
name, gallam stranﬂer, that I L may ever
remember it in my orisons.”

¢« Ask it not, madam,” sajd he, ¢ lest
vou return the tnﬁmg servrq/:el have

been so fortunate s to rendet ,you, by’

| giving me 2 pang sharp. as the tiletto of
[ the bravo from whose power I even now
snatched you. T am nameless, madam,
‘but riot homeless. I have a refuge .not |
far from this place, wh-ere. Heaven will-
“ing, Twill convey you in“safely. Suf-.
fice it, I am no robber, but a-knight of
Alcontra; and . my- vow enjoins: me to.|.
the assistauce and proteciion of beaaty
in distress. Circumstances have made
me nail up my . gates’ forever. from the.
world ; but. our haplées “condition
must abSolve me from breaking through

T, "
-a resolution Ihad formed‘lo 'mm"le

with mankind no more.’

« And my guardian, and our -men-
dants ?*’ eaid Elwra, coverma' her face
with her hands:” *‘ Havel fio compau-
ion in my ‘escape 2 .

.+ They:are, past help, hdv." he' re-:
wrned. ¢ We must; Hot, lhluk ofthem,:{
since we need all our energies 1o avoid |
the. perils. which still surrouud us,. and
reach the refuge which I hope remains.’
*Tis not,oflen, pay,.l- believe this- 10 be
the first time, that.. the, Forty.seren.
bgve ventured . 1pto tlns' part ‘of | ‘our
‘mountains ; and it would ‘be’ well for

AT b
-1is to remain in concealment here! till{;

-morning dawas = but I fear, the:stream, |
is becommg more gswollen; by the
sent storm, jn which case we might.t
‘imprisoned; and _perhdps | siafved” to
death. .in a.living - tomb:;-sincé then; it

would be lmpo:-xsnble A0 pass aut-withs [}

out being beaten dov. n aud llled mihe
auempt " S
-So savmh.ltlle cavalier “once" more;

bade-her bave no fear- of: his fidelily. ;-
and saying: that it, would be necessary;
for him to rr.connonre before he dared’
remove 'lier . from - concealmem. and!
.pursue ; their jouragy;:
leave:the caverm..

¢ Shosld T"
lady,” said he; re
ger, ~but’ l‘ollow My’ exa
through the waier fall, and;gain,thie op-
po«l(e ‘bank ;- thaf
self in lhe rawhe np’un ymrr Teft i day:
‘break, eontiiiue™ then dlong Fit-+for iu
couple ol’ mrles, and’in, .the-‘wnods'-h

.l“,..

he: prepared Q)

done conoegﬂ yours [

fore vom yon

wrll:’ belmld:" the turrets
of my . chateau/;

; give this tokeu (my
signet ring) tq the sentinel who' chal- |,
lenves, and yop' will be'admuted. If1
lwe. I will re!‘mr hither in a quarter-of’
an hour. ' Shaald I fail thrs is’ your ‘on-
ly chance.” |

Then leaping through the torrent,?lle
left the lady alone ‘in the cavern.:. For
the first few - miinutes after Elvira was
left in solitude in bis ‘strange refuge, |
she felt inclingd : to follow: the exaruple
of the mysteribus 'stranger, and endea-:
%ot to escape-both from ~ him and’ the-
sort of grave: 1'11 which she was en(omb-
ed, by rualn g ‘thfough - the waterfull
which thus se r::ed tshut her ont from
the world.. ‘Qne ‘moment’ ‘she gazed

| with hbrror at the roaritg caseade,

which, in ‘the - darkoess-. vrsrbleaf the
ﬁlckermg lamp, looked black- ag" ink;
and the nex{ she reflected upon the:
doubtful character of hxm who professed
himself her. protector.: What if, ‘after.
all, he shau]d prove a member of the:
banditti, whq had tkus conveyed lier to:
kis Jurking place for " his own ' sinister!
ends? The;jthought -was dreadfol t—
She/doubted’ whether she. possessed
strengxh to sjruggle through the torrent,
and paused s she was about to make.
the attempt. | . I‘hen, again, the frank:
and noble bearing.of her champion and:
his apparen gevonon in thus venturing
from the cavern in her cause, re-assur-
ed her, and [she resolved to.obey his|
mstrucnoqs and bide the hour and the
event. .

‘Wet and hivering wuh the damp air
‘of her- prls' -house, she wrapped her--
self in the embroidered -cloak which.
the slrangé had placed upon her on
thieir first e trance, aiid - seating herself
on the rogk, patiently awaited “his|
coming, and before many minutes had
passed lro leaped brealhless to her
gide. i -

. Qurck lady ! i sard he: (L there is
no time noy to lose. . We have no foe
o enéonnt r in our path; but the wa-
ters are’ onjthe increase, and that which’
wag even now oursafety, will in'ashort
time- prove our gréatest danger."”

Wixh these words,; he. seized her in
Iis arms,-gnd once_more darling thro’.
the filling stréam, they ‘stood the ngxt’
momlant in safety in-the glen: - Then-
sitting: Herjon her feet; he took her hand,
and led her down the ravine. -

The twb miles he had mentioned. to
her, i the rocky and overgrown path’
 they| pursied, were 28 moch as fen in
any ordindry road,.and ™ “frequently the
stranger (was compelled to carry his
cnm}pamop over the dangerous ground.
Wnlx the calmness of a stoic, however,.

| and tbe trie dmy of'a loyal l\mghl, the
erl‘ormed his task ;- and ‘at{
lenTh halting in _the forest, he pointed |

stranger ’

to'a solum‘y lwht before them, and
cheered his wearied fellow-traveler with
Alie news tbat their haven was insight.
Elvjra now.- found herself  under - “the |
-walls of 2 lone "and melancholy Took-
ing buildiug, sm:ated in the depth of
tbe forest.. 3 ¥

The storm h'\d nearlv passed away,
aud as the -clouds rolled- beneath the,
‘mobn, the/batlements showed black as
the} tlucL,woods ‘around them. I‘he
‘might breeze sighed drearily “as the.
srr?nger, ‘pausing before this ominous
lookiag ... place, . . glaneed. cautmusly
‘around’ hxm. whilst the wolf howling in
'thie forest ’was answered by~ the .owléet
in I1he tower. ; T-seemed,. in short, the.|’
very siajion :for the strong hold oi a
ro'bber baqd, and, accordmcly. the la- |*
n‘ce more se;zed with feelmo«
feelmgs of dismay " and drstrust. Slze
shuddered while she- gazed ‘upon  the |
-dark- bmldmg beforo. her, and. almost|:
‘dreadediia, bear. her. conductor propose.
fo her'to énter its* walls. - l‘here was,
somelhmg smfrul'rrly cold and stern,
tao, “ifi: his manuner,: smceuhey had Jeft |-
theishejter .of the. caverin..” He had,
scarcely essetl a'word to_her'as he’
“onward ; and, althoun’h it 18
e that hé had ided her~ and given’

‘[ etery. nssistance along the difficolipath:
e ;tlxey;b'nd traversed. snll his manner had;

‘been rather that.of a guard -0 a‘caplive,,
than of ¢ :m aﬂendam escort-of a dumsel
, “However, there wWas now’
o bhou.e in the ‘mattér ; she’ felt that’]
Hahe ‘Musy-enibrace. theifate -afthe hour.
,be it for.good.or evil ; she was in the
-power ‘of her corxductor, and to [neaven
'she ’committed hetfuture fite. - :

- v :Kfter pauging for'a féw moments; the
;cavaher !ook his-: bugle -jn. hand, -and
) }, faint: and Jong deawii_blast
it was instantly replied to by

A few mifintés ‘more.-anid’ the elash gnd-

‘| clatter of arms résounded” lhrongh? the;

fbgil}liugr}lglng flastied. from! 1ts -loop.
: " towers, ‘a3 sentinel challenged.

a!e"'house.‘ the draw bl‘idﬂe

l

sort of cho;fmm wuhm the ‘wallgs}

ent,ered his ommous,lookmc dwellmg
liouse.. ' .. .
“Elvira, obserged liat| Ahey passed
throuoh a tolerably sirong body of ‘men’
at arms. ‘who stood enranked’ within:
‘thie first barrier,-and who. did’ the hon--

{:08 10" her conductor pretly mwuch- in.

ttié same style that the tarned out - guard
of a” garrison n: [the present day - pre: .
'gents.arms t¢’ the commandant. . A
sort of - Major-domo .also met: lhem
within the court yard, and, vshermg’
thén’irito the hall of the building, bow-
ed, and withdrew.” "The: hall of the
castle,; or chateay, to- which the lady
now found-herself-introdaced, - was® of”
ample dimensions,* and" (for that rude
age) displayed a" considerable share of
-comfort, as well as feudal state. . An -
ample fire glowed tpon the * heaith; -a
massive table stood before’it; and wine
together with more:solid refreshments,
seemed as though’_they. had prepared .
for expected guests. Banners. of an.
‘ancestral chivralryy also floated . from
tlje roof on €ach side ; suits_of armor
hang unscour'd by the ‘wall,” whilst
arms of “Various denominations also
festooned and ornamented the apartment .
numerous enotigh fo_furnish forth an:
infantry regiment of modern times.

The  cavalier, doffing his high crown
ed beaver; formerly welcomed “his 'love
ly. guest to his strong hold.

“It glves me pleasure, madam,” said
‘he, “in your favor to break through «
firm resolve, never to taste the pleasures
of the world, or open my gates in the
way of hospitality-again. ‘The peculiar-
circumstances.of your situation, however
absolve me from my, oath, and al} I pos-
‘sess it this-wild domain is at your. ser-
‘'vice. -I must however, promise to’ you,
that the saiiie circumstances- which havé
‘made me a recluse here will- also impri-
san you within these walis foran indefi-
mtef«penod since the dangers with which
I am at present surrounder_ will not per- -
mit of my offermg you the protection’ of
my own escort or ¢ suffer me 0 part with
any of ny retinue. Suffice it whilst be--
neath this roof that’yoor "comfort shall -

1

| be cared for, and all your ‘wants supplied.””

> In saying. this, the eavalier pwceeded
to offer the Lady Elvira the refrésliniénts’
of which she stood, in-some need; and,:
smnmonmg an atxendam, desxred ‘that.
the evening meal should be mstantly ser-,
ved, whilst a chamber was being prepar- '
1 ed for her. Hot and savory viands were
accordingly broughl in, as an-atdition to-
the supper, by atrain of serving men, at,
one end of the’ hall; whilst from ‘the
door at the other. extremity issued’ what'
the lady firsttermed a funeral' processiofy
siuce it consisted of some half.a dozen fe-.
males clad in sable suus, and velled from:
hesd to foot. |

They advancedto the table aod 5 rermnn- '
ed stationary, s if ‘waiting l'orl léave to-
sit dowan ‘and parlake of the repast pre-' :

‘pared. .

. The cav aher, rvhose brow h..d szro\rn
black as midnight as soon as. he becarme,
dware of this accession 1o the’ party, was'
‘abouttodinvite the Lady Elvira-to'a seat:
when the-lgud -and’repested blast of a
‘bugle without the walls suddenly arrest-
ed his atlention. ~"Making- a- sign fo the.-
attendam stewvart that’ l‘uucuonary left
the apartment, in orderto ascertain the
meamng -of . such summons, and quiekly
returningy announced that two Btrangers,.
‘wha had, _apparently, been “atlacked by
Some af the Forty-geven, and” who were
,MOreover, belated and . bewildered in the’
moumams. craved admmance and harbo-!

Tagé within the walls. *-Aftersome. slight.

strugule, apparently between his ﬁrm re-,
solve and his hospitality, thé stern cava-
lier zave-orders 10 have them conducted
‘10 Tiie | presences: - NT

- The-iiew accession to the party. con-l
sxated as had been mentioned, of two ¢a
valiers 3 3 and both were as far from thie
common un of chance wa) farers a3 it -
was possible to.-conceivé. - Both" were’
elad if. rich traveling . suits; such::as the:
wealthy merchant,,or indced: the noble’
‘of . that period mlghl be. supposed to tra- -
vel in, . ‘Their equipage, however, show="
‘éd both tokeris-of” a. recent fray. dnd &
fon} and a toilsome jotrney. : Yhey ad-
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ing and dignity which belong to men ac-
cistomed 10~ mingle with_ the nobleso ]
‘the land§ sind the first wards' they spoke:
of apology for: their necssar}tmlrusronh
proclaimed by, therr accem that they were :
Englrshme K

“fhe . taller, - aud more bulky,ol' the
twose¢med 16~ assume- the: Jead, .l
though:not the, least- superiority . aver '
‘his more quiet ahd dlgmﬁed companian -
abqut whoim there was, indéed, a'pres-
bearing’ “whieh’-claimed : -
Tespect and hpmage-at -the-first glance:..
and gecordinplyyh
Buming omrade was unregarded .in hig -

instanily* bestowed - upon the: youngcr ;
and ‘quieter of the: new . comer... .
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‘vanced. into the raom, with all that bearr,. ;

8 -more l'roe and as- .

and the : attention- of the host”™ :



