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MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING,

The story of the three recently built
Cansdian revenue cutters, as told by
alarmists, bids fair to rank with the trag-
edy of the three black crows. For reasons
best known to the parrators, dreadful
prophecies have been indulged inas to
what these three vesseis—magni-
fisd into fully equipped sbips of war—
could do to American lake commerce and
Jake cities in the event of an outbreak of
war between this country and England.
There is not the least probability of an
outbreak of war beiween this and any
other country, for all others realize that
tleir staying powers must inevitably give
ont before such infinite resources of men
and money as America can draw from.
Besides, it takes two to make a quarrel,
gnd America is not in the quarreling bus-
iness. It Jeaves that to such powersas
s#k to thrive at one another's expense, or
guch rulers as maintain their thrones by
armed forees ostensibly gathered to over-
awe belligerent neighbors.

The telegram from Buffalo, which ap-
pears in THE DispaTca this morning, in-
dicates cleariy to what an extent the im-
portance of these revenus cutters has
teen overestimated.  And thereis not the
least resson to doubt that the War and
Navy Departments are sufficiently wide-
awake to the nation’s interests Nor Is
the State Department inclined fo be mute
whenever treaty violations become mani-
fest on the part of others.

A COMMON BUGBEAR.

The unique ideas which prevail in some
quarters on the relative bearings of social-
ism and taxation are illustrated by s com-
munication to a New York paper relative
to a proposed tax on inheritances which
hsd been under discussion. The writer
asks the question: “Is not the legisiation
you advocate a step toward soclalism in-
asmuch as discrimination is made against
the rich?” To which he further adds:
“The principle of taxing the rich in a
greater per cent than the poor, if cerried
further and further, wounld ulttmately con-
fiscate all wealth.”

This talk presented as san argument
with reference to taxation is an exampie
of the power of a bugaboo. If it is social-
ism to discriminate agsinst property in
taxation then all taxation is socialism; for
no taxation can be levied without being
levied exclusively against property. The
Government can make those who have no
property work out taxes, as was done in
the stage of social development repre-
sented by the Pharaohs; but sbort of that
barbarous method sll taxation must bear
on the propertied class.

As to the theory that it should bear
most heavily on those of the largest

wealth, if that Is soclalism It is
socialism that bhas Ueen engrained
in our Republican system from

the first. The trouble at present is that
we have so far departed from our old
standards that loopholes are left open by
which such wealth as that of the Goulds
and Vanderbilts is taxed a far less per-
centage than the properiy of the common
man, Anychange from that system could
bardly fail to be an improvement.

TWO POINTS FOR EXPLANATION.
The New York Press, which has long
held the status of an organ of the Nica-
ragua Canal job, gives the new bill on
that subject the indorsement.
It asserts that the messure “affords ample
security to the Government for the risks
it is expected to take, and seems to be
drawn with ample skill and compreben-
glveness.” )
In view of this unqualified voucher, it
is pertinent to inguirc of the Press how
the Government is protected against this
risk. The promoters of the enterprise
contract with themselves as & construc-
tion company to do the work—estimated
by the company's engineer to cost $85,.-
000,000—st the price of $100,000,000, and
baving got the Government to in-
dorse to the Iatter amount unload
the property on the confiding and
paternal Government for the neat profit
of $35,000,000. We bave requested explana-
tions of this important point several times
before without eliciting a response. Since
the organs are giving a clean bill of health
to the amended bill, et us hope that they
will pow prodoce an explanation. An.
other risk which comes within the range
of possibility might also bea fit subject for
explanstion. Itis that after the Govern-
ment had got the canal for$35,000,000 more
than it is worth, at the first outbreak of
war some stronger naval power might
send a fleet and take possession of it
When the esteemed Press explains how
the bill provides against these risks it will
render a decided service o that measure,

AN TLLOGIC NAME,

A recent case of shoplifting by a well-
to-do female in 8f. Louis ealls attention to
the triviality of the custom of drawing a
line between Yhefts where there is no
compulsion by poverty, and those where
the stealing mey be incited by want. Be-
cause the 8t Louis woman had plenty of
money the conclusion is announced that
gbe had no motive for stealing and there-
fore must hava been a kleptomaniae. This
ie fearfully bad logic, for it overlooks the
fact that she had the motive of gettingthe
It is worse public policy, because it per-
mits those who indulge in wanton thefts
to go unpunished while cousigning those
driven by crime to the workhouse,

The Engiish courts bave settled this

exceedingly vulgar misdemeanor.
WASTE AND JUSTICE.

Lyon Playfair's in a recent number of the
North American Review, that “ithe agri-
cuiture of the United States is an indos-
try maguificent in its extent; but itis prob-
ably the most thriftless industry in exist-
ence.” On the strength of this assertion
the Philadelpbia Inguirer to
assert that all the agricultural complaints
of uneven working of our laws, or unfair
effecis of corporate operstions, are simply
the grumbling of an interest whieh is suf-
fering from its own fault .

There is no doubt that waste is an
American fault, due to the extraordinary
plenty which has made this country what
it is The pointing out of such methods
of waste, with o view to their correction,
is & service either to the agricultural or
any other interest. But to use it as a club
to whack farmers into silence when they
complain of corporate abuses is the cheap-
est sort of evasion.

Thus, if the Pennsyivania farmer com-
plains that it costs lim as much to ship
cattle to New York as it does the Illinois
farmer, it is no answer to tell him that he
is wasteful. Whether a man is wasteful
or not, he is entitled to equality in the
operation of the laws. If the instrument-
alities constituted by the law establish a
practical inequality, the allegation of
wastefulness s no justification of the in-
Justice.

We have no doubt that the agricuitural
industry is not well organized for the
economical application of new improve-
ments, and it is in many sections carrying
too heavy a burden of debt But we
doubt if itis the chief sioner in the mat-
ter of wastefulness. Nothing in the agri-
cultural llne equals the waste which the
railway magnates allege of themselves, in
throwing away the resources of their own
eorporations In cut-throat wars without
either ryhme or reason.

WAKE UP, PITTSBURG.
Pittsburg’s natural advantages have
hitherto enabled it to indulge in an
apathetic laissez-faire instead of abso-
lutely necessitating a lively energetic
pushing of its interests before the coun-
try. But these be days of keen competi-
tion, and the nstural advantages must be
great indeed that enable their possessor
to take things as they come without losing
ground in the contest. In the interview
with Colonel Roberts, published in THE
DispaToR this morning, the eminent and
energetic engineer remarks: “West Vir-
ginia is certain to be de If Pitts-
burg assists in the work it will share in
the benefits. If we stand sloof we may
create a dangerous and hostile rival”
The time has come for Pittsburg to
choose between increased activity with
or inactivity with that progress of
others which involves its own retrogres-
sion. Pittsburg must march to a livelier
tune; it must relinquish the dawdle for
the quickstep. It must seek out others
and not be content to let others search for
it. Natural advantages must be made the
most of by artificlal improvements. Trans-
portation facilities must be made to in-
crease and multiply. This way lies so-
preme prosperity for Pittsburg, the other
way will mediocrity be found. And of
this new departure of public spirited and
cooperative effort, a recognition of West
Virginia's importance to Pittsburg should
be among the first practical demonstra-
tions.

A SUGGESTIVE DECLINE,

A recent article in the New York Trid-
wne points out that the course of pries
in England and this country since 1869 has
been practically identical. Take
arlicles which in 1860 cost §100, and this
year they would cost in this country
$79 30, In England, according to the
table of the London Eeonomist, the de-
eline from the average standard of $100 in
1860 would be to $79 31. In other worls,
while thetable shows that the deeline has
gone on I both countries, differing only
by 8 cents in the hundred dollars, it was
therefore apparently uninfiluenced by the
variation In the tariff policies of the two
countries.

But what the two financial organs do
not do is to suggest an explanation of this
general and world wide decline. It is
not scientific to accept sucha phenomenon
without seeking its cause. It is well
known that the course of prices is not al-
ways downward. For a decade or two
before 1860, and indeed for a decade after,
there was a steady enbancement of
prices due to the enlargement of the
world's stock of money by the California
and Australian gold produet. Since the
contrary operation set in, evidently some
time Iater than the dates of comparison
In these tabies, it is not illogieal to ascribe
it to the contrary cause—the diminution
of the world's stock of money, begun about
1878,

TaE DI1sPATCH bas often expressed the
opinion that & lurge share of the apparent

depreciation of silver was a real
tion of gold. These strongly concarring
tables of the depreciation of commodities

would suggest & 20 per cent advance in
gold and about a 121 per cent decline in
silver as .the true statement of the
mAatter.

AN OLD HUMBUG REVAMPED,

The brewery ons which were
capitalized at double their value a few
years ago and unloaded on the British
public bave turned out so unsatisfactorily
that a fresh move Is considered. The new
proposition is to convert the whole aggre-
gation of malt, hops and water into a sin-
gle concern, with an alleged resemblance
to a trust,

It is worth while to remember that when
the original jobbing schemes were going
on Tex DispaTcH pointed out that their

good verification of the.
The new plan Is of course mainly in-
tended to unload the concern on s new

" Tt was & pity for Senator Hill and a pity
for the country that he ever changed bis
sphers of scheming from Alpany to Wash-
ington. New York Stateis more aceustomsd
to politicians of his stamp than is Americs,
and a small moan ia apt to be more successful

ALWAYS do the innocent suffer with the
guilty. Thess days the man of moderate
habits and billous temperament has to share
the unfesiicg contampt of his fellows with

greedy appetite has disturbed the usually
smooth working of a well-arranged interior
©0OnOMmY. .

THERE is every resson to hope that the
story is true which ascribes the attempt to
unice the organizations of railroad employes
into one immense amalgamation to n desire
to avoid strikes doring the pressure 3!

upon which lay & wonnded man, pallid, dull-
eyed and apparently in a very bad way.
Just then a shell exploded in the midst of
the group and there was s general scatter-
ing. The smoke and dirt cleared away, and
thers was nothing to be seen of the little
party except one man, who was running
away rapidly. “Come back, you infernal
cowsrd!" shonted the General; *come back
and take care of the wounded msn." The
runner halted long enough toshout baok,
“Don't worry, Genersl, 'bont me! I'm the
wounded man."

“Tax pleased to see THE DISPATCH
take up the idea of a training school for
young workingmen and women," ssid a
workingman to me yestorday. “I know
mAny an apprentice, mili worker and ocher
wage earmer who-isanxious to learn the
scientific rudiments necessary for him to
have to aavance in his line of work. It ecan-
not be done by books alone nor can many of
the men who are skilled themselves trans-
mit the knowledze they bLave to others.
They have léarned many things by yoars of
hard experi and th are numbers of
them who merely know that if they do cor-
tain things in a esrtain way the resualt is so
and go, but why itis so they do not know
nor do they know how to change their
moethods, Itwonld be & Godsend tohaven

World's Fair traffic. The of resp
bility must increase with labor leaders as
their power grows, and the prescience which
sees that publio opinion wounld inevitably
be antagonized by interference with the
sucecess of the Exposition is in keeping with
the wise conservatism of the men suid to be
srranging this consolidation.

Ax outgoing sdministration that regards
&5 “barnacles” on the shipof State, and
talks of discharging government employes
for their faflare to “deliver the goods™ at
the last election, s setting ita successor a
troly magnificent example in the practice of
otvil service reform.

QUARANTISE outranka the tariftin im.
portance just now, and it will doso unttl
mensures have been framed to msake she
protection of this conntry from forelgn dis-
eass a8 perfect asis possible. Thers is no
excuse fora partisan consideration of the
matter. A Federal quarantine system, well
equipped with all that modern sclence de-
mands for iss efficlency, is essentinl to the
nation's safety and must be arranged.

It is bardly dignified, to say the least,

hL ’ modeled on the Cooper Institute
ere.’

Frox the point of view of those behind
‘the counters of thestores it has been a highly
satisfactory Christmns, Business of allsorts
has bedn very good and in some lines it has
been better than for yeara. A wholesale
aealer in fancy goods and novelties told me
he had sold aimost twice as much in money
value a5 he did last yenr, and he was notan
exocsption, he thought, to the trade rule.
Jewszlers have harvestod o orop such as they
have rarely had before. Everybody says
that it wasnot the blg buying of anybody
which made things lively, but it was the
lurge (ncrease in the number of buyers who
spend liberally. There does notseem to be
soy business searo abead, and good times
back of us has produced a disposition to be
generous,

How biisy the recording angels must be
these cold evenings on the corners up town
as the crowded cars go by aod refuse to stop
;clu' people waiting with sarms full of bun-

ea,

THE field of Christmas gifts has widened
LR fully of late years that it is next

that Allegheny county should be dep
on indivilual enterprise for s public neces-
sity like the morgue.

DesAMITE explosions at Dublin Castle
will prove the most effective arguments
with English people against granting home
rule to Ireland, Irish friends of howe ruie
must surely be awake to the fact, and shounld
demoustrate their antipathy for such acts
of barbarism by publishing thelr disappro-
bation thereof and lending the anthonties
every belp in thelr eforts to discover and
punish the perpetrator.

PARCEL carrying as a disease is rapidly
losing its epidemic form, and remuining
cases are to be regarded as morely sporadic
msnifestations.

GoOD roads are & necessity to the eco-
nomie conduct of the larmer’'s busineas, yet
farmpors fail to organize and agitate on be-
halfl of them. Good roads gre & necesrity to
the enjoyment of & "oycilat’s recreation, and
the "oyoclists have formed the strongest sin-
gle body working for good roads in the coun-
try. Sarely business is more importantthan
pleasure, and the agriculturist is as far-
sighted as the wheelman.

WHAT with footbell in the snow and the
customary after effects of the Christmas
dinner, dootors are in great luck just now.

BEFORE Americans devote half os much
sttention o the preservation of hewith as
thoy now comoentrate oa the pursuit of
money there will have to be s mnotable
change in the time taken for meals, in the
number of seconds left for chasing street
cars or suburban trains, in the arrangement
of municipal garbage systems and in other
mMALters oo numerous to mention.

As the number of kindergartens in this
city und country increasos, so will the ne-
cesslty for jails and poor larms aiminish.

-+ APART from all copsiderations of ex-
T , itis ma ly ridiculous to advo-
cate tho free delivery of mail masterin rural
districts, the roads of whieh are impassable
for about six montns out of the 12 When
farmers appreqiate the advantages of good
wagon roads suffleiently to secure them,(ree
delivery will be comparatively easy and in-
exponsive.

' Tuis is cold weather for swimming. Bot
& cork jucket should be provided with every
pair of skates,

Mexico is so sccostomed to lawlessness
of one kind or anotlier as to Le rather fond
o! border robbersand petty revolutionists,
The case is somewhat otherwise in thess
Unfred States, and nelther effort nor ex-
pense shon'd be spared to maintain law und
firmiy establisifsafety of life and property
morth of the Rio Grande.

FAVORITES OF FURTUNE.

Ex-JupGe CHARLES P. Davry is the

oldeat “ficat-nighter” in New York. He at-
tended !.d.muld Kean's American debus in
1. )
« TeERE s talk of M Hearst, widow of
the wealthy Senator, intending to leave
$1,000,000 for the establishment of & museum
in San Francisco.

THE baby daughter of Lady Granby was
recentily christened iu London, her god-
mothers being & duchess and sn actress,
while her godfather was Arthur Balfour.

R. HexrY TAYLOR, who is said to have
invenrted baby earriages, was found ULy the
Waltham, Mass,, police the other day In &
starying and mentaliy unbalanced con-
dition.

THE Duke of Orieans holds the
memory of his grandfather in profoundest
venoration. He explained to a friend that
he never eats paars because his famous an-
cestor never did,

Dr. DE WrTT CLINTON GREEN, formerly
dentisg to the Emperor Dom Pedroof Brazil,
and for fourteen years past u resideut of RBio
de Janeiro, died of malarial fever Uect 29
He was about 38 years cld and went to South
America trom Baltimore. f

Cexriro VILLAVEBDE, the Coban pat-
riot and novelist, who has rpsided In New
York for the last &0 years, sallea for
Lubs to spend the rest of his days in his
native land, He is now 80 vears old and
quite infirm, mentally and physieally.

Ix regognition of his services rendered in
conneotion with the brilllantly suceessful

Manjesty with & diamond and raby searf pin,
with the royal and imperial monogram and
crown, and Mdile. De Lussan with a diamond
brooeh, bearing & similar device.
Ex-Jupce Noax Davrs, of New York,
has sald of the proposition to extzna the

Gex. James B Swaix, of Sing Sing,
snd his wife celebrated their golden wed-
ding qutet) . The couple

1 and Mr. Homoe Greely went once

botdissolvad in I840. The

to impossible to think of something worth
buyiog which is not on thelist. Thowe I
have heard of this year range from s bhand-
wﬂ: East Ead house sand lot, given by a
fathor to s son who expects to marry soom,
to a gquail,cooked by a leading eaterer,which
a young lady gave her terrier. It appears
to be a8 time when the average father is
eliminated exoept as & provider of fands or
& porter of packagoes. “Do the men buy
many things of you?!" asked s drygoods and
furnishing goods dealer of a jeweler. "“Asa
rule they do mot," said the jewsler. "A
good meny of them come into my place, but
shey usually have some lady with them
whose declsion setties the purchase.”
“That's the way 1t is with ns," ehimed in a
toy dealer: “the mothers, wives and sisters
do about 75 per cent of the buying and the
men do she paying and the carrying
home.,”

Ix spite of all the talk of other ecandi-
dates, it looks, at this distance, as if Genernl
D. H, Hastings would have thiugs pretty
well his own way in the next Gubarnatorial
contest. He has the solid support of the
Philadelphia leaders, the Pittsburg people
seem to prefer him to any outsida candidate
and hslf & dozen country leuders have de-
clared for him.

——

I Axtold by san old man who has-had
mueh 1o do with the financial affuira of the
Economites that their accumulations do not
at this time amount to more than three or
four milllons at the utmost. Fox some years
they bave been unfortunate in many of
their investiments and severul of their in.
dustrial establishments have caused losses
instead of bringing in prefits for four or five

years.

CrRISTMAS dinper is a thing of pleasure
of course, and part of the “one day in the
year when all is cheerfulness.”" There were
& good many people in the Enst End who
felt the lorce of this, They depended upon
natural gas, Thatalluring and flamboyant
article, after behaving in 8 shabby way for
several hours, took a day ofl. I:is pleasant
in & house with the thermometersat zeroand
no coal borning stoves or zrates. It is
especially cheerfol to have the servant girl
appear In an ulster and s horse blanket and
nsk if you want to look at the turkey which
nas been frozen so hard it seems made of
wood. It is nice and inspliring to iook at the
gas-saving arrangements in the grates and
stoves which will be rulned If you burn
eccal on them—that is, they would be if yon
had the coal. You put on your overcoat,the
children go to bed, your wile's sealskin or
Inverness coat appears, and when you try
to piek something up you fnd your flngers
stiff. Then yourush to the telephone. Itis
dend. The line is crossed or ths snow haa
baried the wires or something else has hap-
pened. Then you go to the ecellar to “ao
something to the furnace."” Gentle rendar,
did you ever do something to the furnsce
when all else hiad Mmiled? Wasit a gns fur
nace? Ifyou have had thia experience youn
know lhow well the xitchen chairs hum
when properly cut up and how the various
useinl boxes and barrels disappear in the
plaze. Of course there is no conl. Even
your neighbors have none to lend. Fifteen
minutes of this sort of thing is enough.
Somebody suggests, "Let’s 2o totown for
dinner." It is met with distinet favor. Youn
dress in a hurry. It is calenlated to encour-
azs and to make you realize the spiris of
Christmas to try to button your shirt with
mitvens on. At last the tamily gets together
someliow. Therels a rush for the cars. On
the way to town the dayls made more
oheerful by the kindly inguiries of friends
in regard to sleighrides and “what did you

#"  Then your wife nudges youand whis-
pers: “We forgot all the new plants—do you
think they’ll freeze!” Then youarrive, you
eats bhotel dinner in company with walls
and strays who bave no home. It is & well
establisibed ruls that everybody whohas a
home stays in it on Christmuas. Then you
return to reconnoiter, The girlgreets you
with a smile. “Gas on! “Oh, yes: plenty
of it. Came onabout ten minutes after you
jeft. Msu came and fixed the pipe. Shaill
cook the turkey?" Dy this time what with
the hota! dinner and the cold you are so
pumb you oin’t even SwWear.

I ®HEAR one store which is directly
affected by holidey trade took in $67,000 in
one day, Saturday, the 17th, and almost ns
much one day the followlng week.

THERE is considerable gossip aflost that
ifna short time there is to be & notable
breach of promise suit here, with damages
somewhere from §50,000 to $100,000.

Ix the way of steady, well-developed
and unencumbered nerve, something
whioh took place in one of the large stores
last week heads the lst. A fur muff valoed
at §256 was missing by the clerk in
charge of the department, Noxtdeya man
eame in who sald he bad bought a mufl
which did not suit his wife, and he wanted
his money back. He d d the stol
mutl, which at first was not recognized by
one of the subordinate olerks, bus the chief
clerk kuew the artlcle and caused the man's
arrest, Aftera stout denial the thief con.
fessed that he bad taken the mufl and bad
tried to pawn 1t. He could only get $8on it
and was not satisfled with thissum, so he
decided to go to headquarters and by a bold

get what It was worth. You do not

play
find them muoh bolder than thas,
Warru.

Nat Kioom for Both.
Chicago Inter Ucean.])
Dewocrnts are coming in and gold is going
out. Make room for the wildoats, i

Carnot, also, is timid of this vastest of Credit
Mobiller seanduls, though he is of the blood
of Carnot the incorruptible,

Noman s incorruptible. Men can be ns
cruel as the firat Brutus, yet not pure. His-
tory reveals no flawless charmicter. Upon
the background of buman inflrmities is
Hmned the portrait of the unexposed nero.

In low and bare conditions of soclety the
chial temptations are meanness, sordidness,
want of proper sacriflce for the soclety and
the substitution of superstition and selflsh
hypoerisy for booor and citizenship,
Farther up, where rich cities like Rome of
old and Paris now disdain all publie opinfon
but thelr own, exiravagant life malkes in-
rogds upon the public apd generous heart,

The prumoter nnfoldsa Christinn dream.
Do Lesseps hears the fan cry:
“Come over to Eg{pi and help us]” Asin
the days of Freveh chivalry, a thousand
swords leap ous, and ws hear the ory or St
Loufs aguin: *"On to Tunis, on to Indina!
Mountjoy St, Denis." .

But in the endeavor to dothegreas crusade
in physics both the recipient nnd the pro.
moter loss their virtue.: The Khedive has
long been a refugee frowm the land which
achleved the Suez Canal. Shall not that
promoter also meet Lis fate—cthe family-
mnm:h:na cockolded, the senile IMP-‘!

Yes, slow pendulum swings back irom
the son of Mahomet Alito the logislative
ohambers of France. As the Coptsand cool-
ies were buried in that great diteh of com-
mereial physics, the French nt, owner,
the bourgeoise ory from dissppointment:
“Our money is buried alsoin that ditch at
Pannma, that second Suez. Nring out the
purloiners!"”

Often the most generous men becomse the
corrupt ones, We see Hobert Morris, the
financier of our Revolution, became so0 reck-
less by bis almost lawleas power of maising

money that he rulns every friend he has, |

Piu‘.munt only on putting down the France
his father scotched, leaves to England his
debts of mearly a million and Pariinment

S S e e
OUR MAIL POUCH.

The Domestic Gas Supply.
To the Editor of Thie DMspatoh:

The Philadelphia Company gave out dar-
ing the summer ossurances that any
domestic consnmer contracring with them
might rely implicitly upon a fall supply of
ges during the winter, as manufacturing es-
tablishments would be cut off If necessary
to meet domestic demands. Upon'such
assurances those who had the fixtures in
let them remain sod faced the increase in
price, while many put in gas fixtures and
puid their deposit to have gas turned oo,
When John Doe or Richard Roe make a con-
tract with a corporation or individual to
snrply them with any article and fail to ful-
fill the provisions of sala contract the law
takes hold of them und foroes fulflllment of
contract or payment of damages to cover
amount of loss sustained by non-fulflliment.
Why should this corporation not be treated
ssan individual by the peopls who, upon
the nrs: pineh of cold, are unable to even
approuch comfort by renson of o sbort sup-
ply of gas? How many become ill, contract
coids resulting in ia or p-
tion therefrom? Who can say, and who
shall compute the damages?

That the shortage is o real shortagsof gas
for domestic but causad DY greedy
attempt to supply munofacturing plants
nlso s clearly demonstrated by the fact that
on Sundays and holidays gas is abundant
where on week days only a faint gllinmer
ecan be coaxed to show. If soms suffarers
would elub togsether and b suit for dam-
ages any coust would, in all probability,
award them. And perhapsua lew such suits
mixght convinoe the corpomtion that the
people have some rizhts beyond thas of
shivering and begring n betier supply.

Prerssusc, Dec. 55, SUFFERER.

A BIGN IN THE SKEY.
How Superstitions Texans Size Up a Ee-
markable Red Glow,
Galreston News. 1
Buzxnaw, Dec, 12—The sky was red as
blood this morning. People  who wers out
asearly as 4 o'clook observed the whole
heavens overspread with a bright red tint
pot simply in she east, as is the case just
belore sunrise, but In the west =s
well as the east and north and
south and overhsad. Thers were no clouds
observed at flrst, but later they began to
form, and they were s ULright yellow or
goldsn color. At sunrise these tints faded

away, the clouds grew thicker and rain
hegan falling, aud bas continued to fall ail

d.ng long.

ne of two men, In 8§ ing of the red
skies, said they ol the sume phenom-
enon just before the war, und & few of the
superstitious ue that & calamlity of sowa
sort will =oon fall the people. Sevoral
n said they wers scared wheu they
looked up this morning, ltor they thought
surely the comet had arrived. No oue nus
yot given s satisfctory explanation of
what caused the unusual glow.

COMING BACK UF CHOLERA.

Frrss cases of cholemn at Hamburg, Now
et Congress pass the Chandler bill prohioit-
ing fmmigration for u year, or forever If
necessary.—OMo Stafe Jouwrnal.

With cholern, diphtheria and the hoop-
skirt hended for this devoted councry, the
World's Fair year will not be a season of un-
alloyed bLifss,—Minneopelis T ibune.

Tas demand for & national gquarnotine is
general. Tammany is good encugh to elect
n President, but it cannot be trusted to keep
out Aafatic cholera.—Indianopolis Journal,

Tue statement which comes to us from
Hawmburg that the eholera is still lingering
in that city, doea not furnish pleasunt.rend-
fng in view of the possibilities ol the futare,
—Bo.on Traveller. :

Tae cholera news Is not yet positively al-
arming, but it s suficlently serious to justify
early sand thorough precaution agminst a
possible epidemic during the coming sum-
mor.—SL. Louis Giobe Demoeral,

Taz law against the admisston of paupers
and oriminals from Eorope to the United
Btates shonid be extended at once to effect-
ually shut out all whose personal habits are
such that chotora delights in their soelety.
—Kansas Clty Star.

Tue most careful sanitary precantion
should be taken 1n avery city to avoid invit.
ing an epidemic. The examination of all
persons coming trom infected countries
should be rigid and a strict quarantine
should be maintained.— Washington Herald

OxNE can” scarcely measure the suffering
and damage caused by a clolera epidamlie,
which paralyses trade and business of all
kinds, and, by depriving the people of work
and healthful recreation, predisposes them
to rfall victims of the disense.—Philadelphia
Ledger.

TrE country shonld liave a national quar-
antine, and ghould have agents establishea
fn Europe to luspect Immigrantsso as to pre-
vent those suffering from contaglous or in-
fectious disoases fromn coming to this couu-

held in Turner Hal

write s number of good chiliren's stories,
and to aot as editor of the Children's Howr, is
to lecture Wednesday afternoon at the Fifth
Avenue Ladies’ Seminary on kindergarten
work. Miss Wheeloek comes to Pitmaburg
at theinvitation of the Allegheay and Pitts.
burg Free Kindergnrten Assoclation, arriv-
ing to-morrow morning. She will be the
unest of Miss Etta Stawart, of the seminary.
Pittsburg 18 near the head fn everything
sxcept in the free kindergarten work. Thia
eity is the thirty-seventh of the large cities
of the United States to take up the work,
and it is desired by the ladies Interestad
that Pittsburg shall posh itself forward in
this direction 8o as to make a good showing
within o year or two, The ladies think that
there would be more Interest in kinder-
gartens if the system were understood, and
it 1s to promote this understanding thad
Miss Wheslock has Leen induced to come
here to deliver her lecture. 1t is considered
thne society girls should show thelir interesat
in this mattar by becoming members of the
xg:(‘l‘ommg: Au?chn;u even if they o;l;-
n an elne, ext Satn m =
ing .lolltatlh:‘hd!u of the un:ﬂm will
liold a business meeting at the Fifth Avenus
Seminary.

.

Making the Orphans Happy.

A preTTIEE Christmas sight than the 400
littie children marching to the music ofa
brass band mto the largs hall of tha Tanne-
hill Street Orphan Asylum, and taking theic
sonts to receive their Christmas presents
was not to be foupd in Pittsbury yesterday.
Tine children ranged in age from 1 to nbout
4 years of age. The giris were »ll in white
aprons, which fluttered llke snow clouds as
they elimbed into their seats, demure but
expectant, and the boys weore resplendent
in their holiday neckties and best clothes.
The gleam of joy that sprang into their eyes
as they saw the toys and candles bronght
for them wna touching as weall as pleasant,
and it wonld Lave been & good thing for
people who have too much in this world,
and senk for n new sensation, to ses what
hupplness conld ba bronght to these poor
littie waifs through the geparosity of those
to wlhiom fortune bas given the power,

Christmas Sleighing Partics.

THE arrival ot snow and Christmas sim-
oltaneously resulted inn great getting oat
of sleighs yestarday, and the merry jingle of
bells thint hal been silent for & year mng out
on the clear froaty atmosphere,and soundesd
s pean of rejoicing in the ears of the joliy
parties that were tnking advantage of yes-
terday's logal holiday. The sleighing was
pronounced rood everyrw and & num-
ber of parties were e up, the goal being
coun and suburban houses, where dane-
InF and a jolly supper awalied the travelers,
with a pleasant ride bomeward in the early
morning, well wrapped up in fur robes and
WATTI ZRITHents,

The First Dinner Dance.

ANONG the few fashionable events of last
night was the cotillon of the Pittsburz Clab.
It was the first of n series of dinner dances
to ba givan by soclety leaders, and was en-
josable encugzh to warrant the assumption
that they will be one of the delighsful social
institutions of this winter. The Lostesses
of the dinner parties were Mrs A i, W,
Painter, Mrs, Mark W. Watson, Mrs. Sewell
and Mrs. H. D. Denny. Mrs. Joseph E. Dil-
worth and Mrs. Henry Sproul received the

guosts at thie dance. There wasa lnryge com-
pany, and the warmth and brightness within
made n plensant contrast to the bitter cold
outdoors. The dinners und dance were
thoroughly successful.

A Wedding at Linmore Station,

A WEDDING that will interest Pictaburg-
ers to a considerable axteutis to ocour this
evening at Linmore station, Ft. Wayne Rall-
way. It will be that of Miss Gertrude Edith
Machesney and Mr. T. Harry Dolan. It will
take place at the residenca of the Lride's
parents, Mr. and Mry. Robuert Machesney.

A Tea Party sod Masie.

A TEA party and literary and musieal
ontartainment, undar the aunspices of the
congregation of St. Canica’s Chureh, 1a to be
Allentown, to-night
and tomorrow eyenivg. A bazaar wiil be.
part of the prozranime, the cars of
tno ladies of the churuh,

An Informal Musicale.
THIS evepning an informal musicale is to

begiven by Mrs. J. B. Murdoch for her nilece,
Aliss Prutg, of Elmira, N, X.

Wedding st 8t. Panl's Church,

To-MoRROW evening is the time sef for
the marrisge of Miss Emma Gray to Mr.
Robert €. Gonderman, in 5t Faul's M. E.
Churel.

——

w Makiog § ssfal Dr
A ¥EW avenue of employment for women
that ix being pursued with a great deal of
suceess fs seeking orders for large firms on
the road. The woman drommer has become
a recognized institution, and the number of
temale salesmen i3 increasing every year.
It §s snld that the persuasiveness that is
supposed to be a gift of the softer sex ia ex-
ercissd with n great deal of profit both to
the drnmmer and her egpployer, and that,
while the muen will not be driven out of the
business, any more than they are out of the
many professions into whieh women have
madeé thelr way, they will have to make
room for their sisters, and acknowledss in
them competitors not to be despised. Most
o1 the urticles in which women deal sre of
the refined and faneiful kind, such as paints,
artists’ maserinls. laces, etc. Truly, the
woman ol the ‘pma-m: day cannnt say that
ner fieid of nsefulness fs cireumscribed.

THREE NEWSBOYS' MITES

One of the Features of the Washington
Post's Homestead Fund.

Washington Post,.)

Among the subseribers to the Homestead
Christmas fand will be found the following
names and AmMounss; s

“*Newsboys: Himan, & cents; Abe Lewis, 1cent;
Jacob Goidberg, | cent.™

Little mites are thess and they come from
little boys, but for all that they bespeak big
hearts and geneorons sympathiss. One cent
from Abe Lewis means that Abe knows
what it is himself. He has been there—he i3
probably there presty muoch all the time—
fighting a rough-and-tumble fight with the

.

Washington.

—Miohigan’s murder roll for 1802 is the
largest in the Stata’s history.

—Binee the year 1868 thers have beea 28
insermonts in Westminster Abbey.

—XNearly 7,000 Eussien convicts bave
been sent to Siberfa since April lasc,

—Tt is stated that the Ruossman Govern-
mens is about tq purchase tbe teiephone
system.

—Iron bedsteads sre about the only kiod
of hardware exported from England to Da-
IASCus,

—The avarsge durstion of livesin the
United States is 47.3 for mechaniss and 51
for lawyers,

—The desth penalty has just been re.
sumed in Switzeriand. For 23 years i had
been avolisned.

—Stockings mada of human hsir are worn
by Chinesa fishermen &8s & prevesative
against wat feat.

- —Jerusalem is still supplied with water
from Bolomon's Pools through an aqueduet
buils by the Crusaders. =

—The town of Groton, Mass., has the dis
tinotion of having furnished eight New Eng-
land Alsyors of prominence,

—Two educated negro women at Vasten
have begun the publication of the first news-
paper in the Congo Free-State.

—The total appropristion by Coogress
last year for the propagation, distribation
and investigation of fisk was $203,000,

—1t is stated that it has cost the United
States Government over §1,000,000 to collecs
the §75,000 for which & drait has just been
turned into the United States Treasusy.

—The cheapest dress made by Worth, the
Parisian milliner, even if of cotton, does not
cont less than $i50, and this ho ealls his
“‘pauvrette costume”—the poor girl's dress,

—Dogs have long memories. Simon Slade,
of Bothlehem, Pa., ¢ut off n pup's tall two
{uummd sluce then the sttacks

Im whenever it ssas nim, although gentle
as s dove to other people,

—8t. Chad's Choreh clock at Shrewsbury,
which was made last century, has n longer
pendulum than any other clock in Greas

Britain. 1ts pendulom is 22 feet long and the
ball four fest three inolies in clreumlerence
and 200 pounds in weight.

—Japanese women put up their hair with
wooden, tvory or tortolse-shell pins, seven
or eight inehes in length and fally balf an
ineh wide., The pins are usoally carved and
fitted with pivotal fixures, which dance with
every motion of the wearer.

—The Duke of Edinburg’s Stradivarios
has a notable history. The Duke received
the instrument, which is extremely walo-
abie, from the Iate Duke of Cambridge, and
the bow was presented to him as & wedding
gift by the late Sir Thomas Gl

—A blotter ean be madé that will removas
fnk spots from puper. Tuke s thiek blosting
paper and steep it several times in & solutivn
01: o:iulln acid lgr oxn!h:a of pnul;ium, While
the ink spos moist apply the prepared
blotter, and the ink will be en?irmy re-
moved,

—There is an art in making a coal fire in
agmte. An expert first clears the gzrate,
then fills it full of coal, on which fs builta
wood fire. The wood ashes on top of the
comrl, it is said, prevent fts rapid consump-
tion, and s flre thus constructed, burnin
ai‘o,'ly with a moderate beat, will last nﬁ

—Not many people stop to think about
it, but the ontside of & lemon is moything
vusclean., 1fyou will lock at ic yon will
see some tiny spots, like scales, nll over it
Thess are the sugs of an insect, and if tha
jemon is not washed they are likaly to be-
come an ingredient in whatever dishthe
lemon is used for.

—The French newspapers tell of a very
interesting match that came off In Franoe.
Two women in good soclsty challenged sach
other to tnlk fast. Each was to utter as
many words as bleinsfixsd time. Exch
woman talked shiveo consecutive hours. One
uttered 203,500 worads, The other won the
mateh with 208,080 words

—An electrical Journal that some timd

ago called attention to the advaniages of
electrio roads for the freight carriage of the
farmier now returns to the subject with the
expross assurance that a compamtively
short time will see the construction of many
egantry trolley Is points ount that to-
day a large proportion of the American
farming aren is within touch of the 500
towns and cities that now enjoy trolley
wraction.

—A curions story is fold of the recent
faneral of an old farmer of Maine. Tho sons
placed their fatber's remams In a rough col-
fin snd took a short cut throuch the woods.
A deer crossed their path. Depositing the
cofMln in the Dushes, they m™an back for their
dogs and guns, and wars soon on & glorious
hunt. O nrﬂtma turned up, the hunt was
prolonged and it was not till jour days after-
ward that they Femembered their iather's
corpse in the bushes and returned to bary it.

—This is probably the strangest epitaph
in the Unitea States: “Here is laid Danfel
Barrow, who was born in sorrow and bor-
rowed little from nsature except his name
and his jove tomankind and his hatred of
redskins: Who was, nevertheless, a zentle-
man ands dead shot, who througha lomg
life never killed his man exceptin self-de-
fense or by aceident, and who, when e at
last went onder Leasuth the bullets of his
cowardly enemies In Joff Morris' saloon, did
8o in the sure and ceriain bope of u glorious
and everlnsting morrow.™

—At a eertnin minersl spring in an Easi-
ern State the cups that the patients drunk

] from weres fastened by a brass chain toun

fron bar which Inclused the mouth of the
bubbling sprinz. The drinker was pre-
vented from coming too close by another
jron railing about eight feet across. The
gronnd about the spring wea naturally
molst, and it was ait this groond or the
fron willelh was one of. the ends of an open
ejectric cirenis. The cup held by the chain
was the other end. The person drinking
simply cowpleted the ciroms through the
body, and when Dhe had finished theat
t-ud'uu kindly and immediately removed
the eup from Lis hand.

FLIGHTS INTO FUNNYDOM.

“Yes," assented Mre Smith, “she has s
protty face, but 1 think that It las & rather hard
expression. don’t you®'"

world, eking out a limrd sub y and
buffeted by luck more ofien than blest. e
isaware by personal experience, no doubt,
what it is for children to o cold and hungry.
He has seen them, mingled with them,
shared privation with them. FPossibly he
has little sisters in this plight; possibly an
old mother, whose wants e is bastling with
the elements to supply.

At any rate, his heart s In the right place;
5o is Jake's; so is Himan's, whose gift,

try. This cannot be done under the pr t
guarantine system.—Sovannah News.

© Bare Harrity!
Atlanta Journal.) -

The Pennsylvania Democrats are making
much of the national chairman who has
come buck to them with the lnurels of vie-
tory on his brow. They are inclined to say,

Oh, for the rarity
Of men like Harrity,
Under the sun.

Call a Halt, Uncle Jerry.
Chicago Dispatch. )

v Another cold snap {s coming," cheerfully
reports the Weather Bureau. Great Scotl
What do you call this? We're notall of us
Eskimos.

A Regular Tammany Hall
Indianspolls News, |
A Peonnsylvanian is training & chorus of
frogs. It is pretty difficult to estabiish nni.
son,as there are 50 many kickers and croak-
ers among them.

Obitnary Notes,
PATRICE MANAGAN, of 100 Second avenoe, died
yesterday, aged 4%, of consumption. For several

years the deceased had sl arble
wurks ou Fluh avenoe. % aarge d':m w
friendd,.

Cargamx J. 1L Prrxan, who was Consul Gen-
emal to Henolula under Presifent Cleveland, s
w:;cuungn 0, He wzs an ex-State Sena-

Alien and |

th hmore princely in size, s no mora
pringely in the epiritofl It than the tinier
contributions of Lis associates.

Good boys are these. They deserve a
ppy Chbristmnas, and the Poaftrusts thas
they will gesit. Thoy will have at lenst the
satisfaction of feeling that shere w 7
cents’ worth less of sufferin
to-day thun thers otherwise wonld have
been. As was said of 8 certain poor wicow
in she Scripiures, so be it recordstd of thess

res.

He looked ap and saw the
Jte futo the treasury: And
in thither two
AT unlo you,

Grover had better watch out or Dody Hill

~will put & pin in that Presidental chair.

THE HAPPY SEASOXN,

——

‘There's a hustle and a bustle in the street.

The snow I8 trod o mud ‘neath many feet.
There’s & pushing and o crushing
And & jJamming and & rushing

And iriend forgets in pasaing friend to greet.

Thero's a flat and flabby fesling tothe purse,
There's a wnsenline proclivity to curss,
And the Joyous Cliristinms season
1s the sole and slaghe 16as0m,
For your wife will your whols salary als-

“*That's becanse her com plexion 1s enamaled.''—
Buffaio Expreas.

He (angrily)—My dear, I think that you
have forgotten what you promised me st the altar.

Shie—XNo, I haven's forgotten it. Ididm't pay
sny attention to i, I was trying to remember
what you promised me.—New Fork Hoald,

Husband (to wife at the theater)—Have
you brought the opera glass?

Wife—Yes, but 1 can’t use 18,

“*Why not?"”

] forgot my dizxmond bracelet.’”—Tems S{-
ings.

THE PRETTY MAID AND THE MISTLETOR

Benesth the mistletoe she stood,
As sweet as sweet could be;

He kissed her red, ripe raby lips,

The while lie squeexed her doger tps,
And rosy red blushed abe.

His wife came in. and cavght him thers,
Hesuli—a racy scene,
The wife now wearsa sealszin new,
Tne mald wss pald what was her due,
She lias & new posish in view,
AS 5 sweet potwrestier quecrn.
— Brookiyn Baq

Bunker—Nioe hat of yours?
Hill—Yes. That tost me g8,
Bunker—] thought you woa it oo the slection.
Hill—-Did. 1 bet wilh my wife.
—=The Ciothier and Furnisher.

* wonder what u;.ld become of you i1

1 were to dle. ™"

“*Now that's so !meconsiderata of you. Why
couldn’t you have entertalned such idens as that
when [wns younger and better if you

Slanglelgh—That girl 13 ous of sight.
Precise—Crazy?

w’ ~0f course not. Way did you think
[ 0]

know,

Precise—*0ut of mﬂd’ﬂh‘"_

-




