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THE KAISER'S XMAS,

A Description of the Delight-
ful Exercises of Heil-
iger Abend.

THE ROYAL PROCESSION

That Moves in Splendor From
the Schioss to the Chapel.

PRESENTS FOR THE PRINCES,

The State Fupper at Which the Fepular
Impress Presides,

A MIDNIGHT FROLIC IN THE MARKET

ICORNESPONDENCE OF THE DISPATCH.)

Prrury, Dec. 14 —Heiliger Abend—
thst is the name for our Christmas eve. At
ihe Kaiser Schloss it begins at 6 p. a At
the moment the old clock in the tower of
the ramshackle cathedral opposite, at Inst
doomed to destruotion, calls out the sixth
bour, the electric lights are turned on in
every outside room of the castle with ita
thousand windows, the guards in the inner
sourt draw up in line for inspection snd the
Empress’ body guard, cled in the uniform
of Frederick the Grest's time, who are
stasioned about the corridors and vestibules,
drew their swords and sssemble lor the
grand procession.

Five miunutes later the bugier's corps
chant the great choral, ““Nun Lobt Gott
den Herrn,” “Here Ye and Praise God the
Lord," on their silver corneis and place

hns been plased, whereon the higher court
officials, ludies and gentlemen, including
the warious preceptors of the Imperial
children, find their Christmas gifts. The

resents are not of the gquality the unin-
tiated, perhaps,are given to sssocinte with,
donors distinguished abave all br afluence
and positiop. Dronze statues and groups of
military objects for the gentlemen, trin
and jewel cases lorthe ladies, photographs,
with a few kind words o! remembrance,
scribbled in one corner, silver watches for
the pages and pretty searfs and laces for
the duughters of the courtiers are the usual
gifts, and their Majestics accept the thanks
of their servants in their own hearty man-
ner.

An American as a Royal Flunkey.
Meanwhile a small srmmy of lackevs is

busy about the buoflet filling tulip-shaped
errstal tamblers with “Heidsieck Roral™
under the observing eve of our American
friend, ng Weigand, the Kaiser's oellar
master sod cup bearer.  Weigand is a Phil-
sdelphia pov, but his long residence in
Germauy and at the court has bronght ont
all his inberent Teutonic gualities, and in
his gorgeous livery of black, red =snd sil-
ver, white silk breeches and buckled

nimps be looks for all theworld like the
ideal roysl Bunkev. The royal prinees
meanwhile romp around with lsazhing
faces, imparting litele secrets to their spe-
ciul triends among the pguests, such ay in-
torming them which present was boughs by
their own small saviogs and what it cost
The vounger bovs sttach themselves to their
mother's train and bez and pray to koow
when theirown Heiliger Abend is to come.

Now it strikes 8 and Her Majesiy ob-
serving that ber babies are geiting rather
sleepy and the elder becoming tired of
waiting, whispers to the “‘gentlemien of the
bedehamber” behind her to command the
court marshal that the assemblaye be dis-
eolved. Three times that dignitary taps
the marble floor with his metal stick snd
at once the conversation turns to leave-
taking, the great doorsare thrown open and
those not on duty retire, the line of body-
guards presenting arme
The Family Part of Christinas,

When all bare gone the Kaiserin beckons
the nurses to her side, snd with them and
the rest of the echildren makes off for her
boudoeir, where she is divested of the tire-
some state costume and the insignis of
J royaity. When, u quarter of an hour later,

te,
has  gained the window first
“And they bring a whole drag full of
Christmas things, cries another.” i

“May we be allowed to receive them at
the door?"'—this in chorus.

“Hel Abend comes only once &
** pleads the Kaiser to his tran,
The Em o lnin he assent snd the little

press Fraderick, who '
minute later with her dasughter, is not a
distinguished woman, but ber mas-
sive fuce betokens kindlioess and intelli-
suu. Bince the death of her husband she
resses always in gray silk and on festive
oeccasions wears & few beautiful diamonds
in the hair and at the low corsaze. Prin-
cess Margnerite, sooa to be married, is a
lithe fair girl, somnewhat wanting in charae-
ter, but with the generous Lieart of her late
. Bhe looks preity sud demure gs
she kisses her sister-in-law’s hand, who,
however, scolds her for her humility and
offers her lips instead.  In the new—comers’
train march a seore of stalwart lackeys,
Inden with the things which the
aforesaid drag brought to the castie,

Serving the State Supper.

At 9:30, when the children are safely
tucked away in their little brass beds, the
State su is served in the Empress’
aslon. e Kaiserin has it all her own
way on Heiliger Abend, and therefore
only members of her immediste family
have been asked, namely, aside from the
Emperor’s mother and voungest sister, the
Meiningens, Prince and Princess Frederick
Leopold, Princess Frederick Charles and a
lew cousins to give ench lady a partner.

The supper 13 gunite informal, in spite of
the splendor of toilet and plate; a few old
aod trusted servants have a selected to
wait at table, and as the family has no
secrets hefore them the conversation is
animated, and -all titles are thrown to the
winds. A single toast is drunk: “To the
Kaiserin and her baby daughter.”

At midnight a curious deputation is an-
nounced, the senfors of the lackies and of
the maid servants respectively, appear to
invite their gracious master and mistress
to the wservants’ ball. The petition is
granted as = matter of eourse, and the
whole party descends {0 the ball below,
where 200 or 300 couples trip the stately
waltz snd polka to the music of a military
band.

THE STATE SUPPER IN THE EMPRESS' SALON

themselves at the head of the proud column.

eomposed of the Imperisl family and their

Louschold, whieh moves sléwly sad with

viately galt over the sloping terrace toward

the chapel erected over the trinmphal arch

forming the Western portals of the castle.
The Make-Up of the Procession.

The military is followed by & bevy of
pretiy  voung pages, the offspring of the
highest nobibity in the realm. These boys
wre elad in red and silver doublets, velvet
breeches, silk stockings, patent leather
pumps and white powdered wigs. In their
gloved hands they earry baskets with roses
and violets, intended to make the Empress’
peth ss sweet and fragrant as the poet
would naveit. The Imperial youngstera
march bebiod their playmates, preceded by
the Grond Marshsl in bis showy seveu-
teenth century costume and armed witha
gold smfl, blazing with diamonds snd
precious stones like the shepherd’s crock of
8 bishop.

Tne Crown Prince heads the group of
lusty boys with all the dignity a Lieutenant
of the First Guards Is capable of expressing.
His thoughtiul face looms up brightly under
the carmine helmet with the high gold
shield iu front and his well developed chest
Leaves provdly under the insignia of ex-
kited orders and decorations. The eves of
bis brother Eitel Frederick, who, as the see-
ond son, wears the conveutional sailor suit,
follow the elder brother with undisguised
sdmimtion. He, too, will be & Liectenast
in July next, when he attsins bis tenth
vear, and who Euows but that he will cut ns
swell o figure as William, for has not his
paternal preat-gzrandmother promised him a
Captrinship in the Eoglish Navy? Papa is
st Admiral of the Queen, and so he will
serve Lim as well as his great-rrandmother.

All of Themn, Even the Baby.

The next pair ot boys are dressed in the
Ewon suit, light trousers, patent lesther
shoes, broadeloth jackets with white collars
and cufls, and hold shiny silk hats in their
bands. trince Oscaris done up in white
and laces, and the voungest, Joachim, is
carried by 4 nurse in the Spreewald
costume, cousisting of a white stiff cap
with tremendous EBows behind the base of
the hiend, a black velvet bodiee exposing at
the peck and arms, a short-sleeved shirt
neatly embroidered, 2 carmine-colored
frock renching to the knees over an im-
mensity of enbonpoint, black, zold-threaded
stookings and low shoes. Now ecomes the
baby Princess, a bundle of laces nnd pisk
sod white with iace and arms soft as swans-
down, borne in right roval fashion on a
tuslidon of silver cloth by a stalwart wet
purse, who appears to be the most impor-
tunt personage in all this proecession and
eertainiy considers herself so, swaying her
body toand froand thrusting forth her
feet afterthe fashion prescribed by that
great soldier, King Frederick William L,
for his kiduaped giant soldiers .

Immediately behind ber daughter walks
the Empress on the arm of her lord, who
su this occasion, ns at all tamily festivals,
wenrs the uniiorm of the Body Hussars,
blue and gold, and furtrimmed shoulder
gont of enrmine red. Willinm was married
in this dress sud naturally the Empress pre-
fers to see him wear it. The beautiful Em-
press is in Tull court costume. The chapel
exercises are short,

Displaying the Christmas Gifts.

The religious ceremony over, the pro-
session again forms itsell and quickly the
Knights Hall is reached, which, in the in-
terval, hes be:n turned inte a weriiable
Christmas bamar. Tt is probably selectad
for this purpose on aceount of its assovia-
tioh with the memory o! Martin Luther,
whio spoke the battle ery of the reformation
under the very ervetal ehaudelier that hangs
from the middle of the eeiling. This
girandole of exquisite workmsnship, sod
the only one in the that w still
lighted {, wax candles, all the others being
converted nto modern electrie light bear-
ers, was bought st suction by s Hohen-
zollern,

In this room, filled with light and
fazrant fowers, s proiusion of tables

[ [Ter Majesty appears in the yellow parlor,
adjolning the marine room in the private
quarters of the eastle, lnoking out upon the
bridge of the Greas Elector, she wears o
shorl evening dress of Indian silk and the
simple silver ornaments of her childhood,
s0 dear to her ss reminiceences of the sorry
events that at one time endowed her with
the title of Comtesse-Pretender, coined by
Bismarck when he made diplomatie war on
her unfortunate father. ¢ Kaiser like-
wise has donned undress uniform and his
voungsters are playing hobby-horss with
is sword,

Suddeniy the silvery tonesof a bell in
the adjoining hull ure heard.

“The Christkind! the Christkind!” ery the
children, clapping their hands and making
a break for the door that is instantly
opened upon a seene of light and beauty.
In the corners of the kall, made gar by the
garlands of greens, flowers aund bunting,
seven Christmas trees have been erected in
beds of moss an.l rocks deseriptive of scenes
in the Holy Land. snd dotted with small
statues of the Virgin and other images
The Crown Prinee's tres Is fully 10 feet
high, and the others grow smaller in pro-
portion to the ages of the recipienta

Giftafor the Little Ones,

There are toys sud toys, but the practieal
gifts predominate. It seems almost in-
eredible that the scions of royalty should re-
ceive ns special bounty such necessaries as
fur collars, gloves and sets of handker-
chiefs with their embroidered Initinls, but
the Kaizer's children are bronght up in the
sirictest economy and with a view of im-
pressing upon them profound gratitude for
the smallest of favors and advan They
are indeed less used to cleganee in personsl

The Crown Prince

attire than the childrep of the moderately
rich, and as a cousequence are easily
pleased. The Crown I’rince rejoices in the
possession of an extra lieutenant’s uniform,
and Prinee Eitel with glistening eyes seans
the pages of some nautical wo ks toat way
aid him in his studies for the navy,

After m joyous interchange ol’ thanks-
saying and embraces, the Crown Prince
starts off taking his wother by the hand,
while the other boys drag the Emperor
towsrd the nursery hall where they have
arranged their modest Christmas gifts for
pipa and memma. Of co the senior of
the little erowd has been able to distance
his brother in the matter of munificence,
for he has his Lientenant's ul.ua:f 31
per mouth to draw upou while little
ones’ appange swounts ounly¥to so msny
warks which will buy perhaps s modest
'Elﬂ‘tlll'e frame ora flower vase. But all

ave done their best and sre duly rewarded
for their zeal and devotion

Another Ploasure for Them.

The sound of hoofs and carrisge wheels
comes from the asphalt below, *“EHurrad!

The Kaiser and the Princes immediately
masike off for the maids, selecting their part-
ners after the rule of seniority, while the
Kairerin and younp Iadies beokon their
favorite servants to their sides Even the
proud Empress Frederick unbends so far on
this éccasion as to join hauils with the stal-
wart Major Domo, who reversntly leads her
about. Onrriages sre ordered for 1 o’clook,
but only the grandmothers, the Empress
Frederick and nocss Frederiek Charles
consent to final leave-taking at this ear]
!‘lour. The younger people, always includ-
ing the Kaiser, prepare fora elandestine
stroll to the Christmas market held in the
Lustzarien, in tront and around the
sohloms.

The young Iadies have brought heary
shoes, great coats and hoods for the lark
that is to be, and His Majesty's Garderobier
disguises the gentleman in conventional
citizen’s dress. Before they start on foot
through the servant's gate the Imperial
host invites all to take a few handfuls of
thalers and marks brought in on n salver,
for one most have plenty of change on an
errand like the intended. :

The Emperor's Incognito Outings.

The Christmas market is condueted in
small booths by the very poorest of peram-
balent dealers who stand behind their
coutiters day and night shivering in the
eold and imploring the passers by to por-
chase *'a pennyworth.” To them the royal
visit is & godsend, s veritable Queen Anne's
bounty for augmenting their mean living
It was probabiy one of these secret visits to
the Christmas mart that, some time ago,
caused the wsilly rt of the Kaiser's
Haroun Al Raschid sinmming expedi-
tionw

It is early morning when these wounm
people, who, in the family eouncil, weig!
the tates of the world om their tongue's
end, return to the castle arm in ‘arm like as
many trusot children, talking with sop-
pressed boisterousness of the adventures
they en oivod, and ot those they might have
enjo; if “William"” was not so exces-
sively strict.

A glass of stiff “grog" sawaits them in the
vestibule, they don their sables and ermine

osks, & last farewell and half a scors of
gilded coaches thunder Unter Den Linden
to scatter in various directions at the eross-
ing of Friedrioh strasse.

Hexry W. FiscHER

M3 AND MRS GLADSTONE

The Grand Old Man Genorally Has His
Own Sweet Way.
New York Evenlng Post.

Mr. and Mrs Gladstone were staying at
the country house of a Iriend of the writer,
and in accordanee with their usnsl custom
stiended 8 o’clock service, before breakfast,
st the parish church.

Coming out of chareh, Mrs Gladstone
was walking off one way when Mr Giad-
stone called to her, “Come this way; this is
nearest.” She’ replied, “I don’t think it is
very near,” and wanted to argue the point.
But, an uousual thing for him, he was in
no mond for arguing, and said, *“We'll
eanily setile this question as to which is the
shortest way. You go one war, I'll 2o the
other, and see who arrives home first,"

Off he started oue way, she the other,
It is neediess to say he arrived home easil
first. He weot as bard as he could lns
would have killed himself rather she
should win; but whether it proved which
way was the shorter is another matter; any-
way, he was satisfied.

New Covering for Cotton Bales.

A new covering for cotton bales has been
introdueed. It isa fireproof ashestos mix-
ture, in which wire is mingzled to give it
stifiness apd strength, and over the whole
wire netting is drawn. When this covering
was first b bt out it was found to ex-
clude the :!o:ﬁ-u- the cotton to an injurious
extent. Bince that time the inventor has
succeaded in so modifying the material that

ling qualities are pre-

[ sufficient air is admitted to the cot-
the “bales do
are the same

NEW YORK PLUNGES.

As Enthugiastic in Observing Christ-
mas as in Other Things.

GOSSIP FROM THE BIG TOWK,

Civil Service Teform and the Robberies
. in the Mall Fervice.

—

USING THE EYES IN FLIMFLAMMING

[CONRESPONDENCE OF TIE DISPATOR.\

¥ew Yorg, Dec. 24 —Christmas Day is
the dsy of human gladness thronghout the
civilized world. Of whatever country or of
whatever clime, all who bask in the glori-
ous sunshine of Chbristianity teel the same
quickening of the pulse, the same warming
of the heart toward the rest of humanity.

The artificial barriers reared by society
are weaker on this day than any other day
of the year. The bonds that restrain us
from the acknowledgment of our fellow
men are loosened by charity and love. On
this day of all other days we are glad be-
cause others are glad. Christmas joys are
eatohing. A divine unselfishness fills the

breast. For once we rejoice in the happi- |

ness of our peighbore. A subtle sympathy
permeates the soul. Ovwer the lowered
bars of distrust it goes out to cheer every
buman eresture.

Christmas Day in New York means much.
And much that it means could never be
quite understood by thoss without the
social pale of the great American metropo-
lis. No staid old New England village
ever observes the Christmas ltolidays with
greater fervor than they are kept in Gotham
town. The lion and the lamb of Wall
street lie down this blessed season together.
All the marts of trade are e1ther closed or
hushed, save alone those that cater to the

universal joy of the time—and these run ]

day and night The milhionaire and the
poorest slave of the sweat-shop turn aside
from ordicary = vocations to give Christmas
Day a roval welesme. And they are not to
be cheated out of the formal recognition by
the faet that Christmas falls now and then

on Bunday. Perish the thought,

Sundays come and go every week. Christ-
mas comes but onoe & year.

Hark to resonant glory of old Trinity.
How now booms the distant bells of sweet
St Patrick’s chimes. . And here and there
and everywhere the mellow metal chorns
Joins.

This is New York. Talk not to me of old
St, Paul's and the smoky fog of London.
This is 8 New York Christmas and the day
can be seen as well as heard.

The blessed bells The heart softening
bells,. Their sweetly shimmering sounds
vibrate on the frosty tympanum of
Gotbam’s Christmas day. Their solemn
mume fills Brondway. It overpowers the
aristocratic upper town. It hangsa happy,
rythmical balo over all Manhattan. It falls
alike upon the listening ears of the just and
uujost. It bears into mlm snd hovel the
glad tidings with undiscriminsting gentle-
g:u and love—the tidings that Christ is

rn.

Ko one has ever truly known Christmas
who has not heard the bells of New York
on Christimas morning. And nobody bas
really seen Christmas until ‘he bas seen
what these mugical mezsengers of heaven
bring forth. Pouring down from brick and
brown stone, they come, a mighty, well
clad, gladsome host. From car and oab and
carringe they swell into Fifth avenue—the
best dressed, handsomest and richest peo-
ple in the world. - There ia but one other
day in the year when you can seesuchas
throng and that is en Easter Sunday. Then,
as now, their feet are turned churéhward
and thelr mindsare bent upen Christ. Theirs
are not the severely ascetic faces of the
earlier chureh, but the faces of modern Christ-
ianity, that denies not the Innocent erav-
ings of the flesh nor the fresdom of relig-
ious thought. Ther are the havpy (sces of
those who have fed well, who are conscious
ol being dreased well and who have no cares
that cannot be left over till to-morrow.

At work or play, on "Change or st church,
New Yorkers never do auything by halves.
It is the great spirit of trade that follows
the New Yorker through life—the mental
and physical activity that makes leisure a
bore and rest a sort of punishmest So on
Christmas holitlays he plunges. If piously
inelined, he plunges into ehurch matters
1f merely benevalent, he plunges into all
soris of benevolent dissipations If of &
_rigidly domesiic turn, he plunges into (am-
ily surprises for wite and children. 1If ofa
social disposition, he plunges into society.
If a man-sbout town, he ].'ﬁuugu into the
eustomary whirl of suppers snd wine
sd libitum. In any case he plunges. Bear
this characteristie in mind in considering
the New Yorker's Chaistmas.

He Is Entitled to & Reward.

There are some philosophers who eling to
the belief that there Is no future of rewards
and punishments, but that we get our just
dues as we go along. Once in a while there
sesms to be some slight justification for this
doetrine. For instance, it happened that a
day or two sgo a lady coming up on the
Sixth avenne elevated monopolized two
seate I say it happened—for a lady very
rarely does such a thing. The cars vere
crowded, every seat being cccupied, inetud-
ing the two ocoupied by this particular
sampie of the gentler sex. Beveral gentle-
men came in, took a longing look at the
lady and at the small iragile parcel at her
side and politely seized the most convenient
strap. hatever their thoughts, they did
not express them by word of mouth. Perhaps
they were of that sehool of philosophers of
whom I have justspoken. they were they
were waiting for the retributive justice to
come along, and. were possibly wondering
what forin it would take. They dido’t have
to wait very long, for a sudden lurch of the
car st the turn into Fifty-thied street sent a
man weighing some 200 pounds plump into
the seat by the mde of the astounded
monopolist, That individual gave one
plaintive screams and all was over
thoroughly frightened gentleman juraped to
his feet a8 soon a8 possible—so quickly, in-
deed, that he never conld have been said to
have been down, bat for the havoe he had
innocently w;u‘zlght. For there, smashed as
flat as the tional flounder was—well,
whatever it was or had been!

_Did the unfortunate lady turn sod rend
him with her tongue? Did she tell him
what she thought of him? Not st all. She
simply gathered the miserable wreck into
her bosom aod wept. Nobody saw what
the wreck was sod consequently counld
arrive at no idea of its awful awfulness

To tell the truth, the publie sympathy
was with the miserable wreteh thus made
the blind instrument in the hands of Provi-
dence to administer punishment to the
guilty as the guilty go along. He was the
most unhappy m I ever saw. What I
wish to know is, when and how does he get
his reward?

The Latest Fad for Smokers.

The very latest thing out for eutting off
the tip of your cigar is & wheel operated by
electricity. When you happen to go intoa
clgar store where one of these things is get-
ting in its work it will pe well with you if
you don’t get your fingers nipped instead of
the end ol your cigar. Therse will be a
sign hung above the machine w g care-
less customers to look for their
The best thing is 10 kcc{ er fingers off
sad then when yon look for them you'll
D e e e e o

ges in appliances n

the ends of «oi are s 8 ™0 el:!r:-

' for ingenuity. However, they
make it up in numbers Go into almost
an mm'm find from two
to half s dozen
U ¥y, sften you have tried one you'll
wish In nine

. you'd tried the other one.

¢t kinds of cuttars.

eases out of ten the machine will be ont of |
order. Tha electrical cutter fills a long felt
want. It is a small buzz saw arrangement
covered, except as to the small orifice into
which you trust your cigar or finger, as the
case may be. It makes no noise, gives no
warning. You can’t tell whether or not it
ia really going. That is, not by looking at
it.* If you have ul.y doubts about it you
simply insert the tip of your little finger in
_the hole. If it isn's going you try another
cutter. If it is going you c.z:amlmhnu
tor the nearest hospital. the sign
afterward,
Her Eyes Are Her Fortane,

“Did you ever notice her eyes?""

He had just come out of & Nossau street
lunch place, and the “her” referred to was
the pretty cashier.

"“There is something queer abont them—
or I wonder if I merely fancy it!"

When s young ‘man gets to looking into a
pretty girl’s eyes, the eyes usually begin to
look queer in the course of time. I do not
know whether it is the fault of her eresor
of his eyes, but things begin to lock
tangled Isaid I had notioed that much
The ‘queerness of this partioular girl's eyes
néver struck me. L

“That’ssingular,” gaid mv friend. “Why,
most everybody notices it."”

“Then it's plural,” said L

“No. bonestly now, I'm not joking. One
cz: is 8 shade darker than theother, When
B

locks at you they change eolor.”
‘“Nonsense! When she looks at you it is
yon who change color. The girl is all

right!”

Notwithstanding my ineredulity, I
couldn’t help think of the pretty cashier
with the queer eyes next time I happened
to be down that way and hungry. T didn’t
gel a good look at her as I went in, but as I
came out I took as good a look as possible
without staring.

Bomehow I relt thatshe knew I wasitry-
ing my reading powers, and I'm satisfied I
changed color under the ordeal, I am also
satisfied that she changed a dollar note for
me and flimflammed e out of 20 cents,
This, bowever, I did not discover in time to
remedy. But it did set me to thinking.
Was this a new scheme? Being interested
in the novel ways of my fellow man, also
women, I took the earliest opportunity of
putting my suspicious to the test.

In the first place, I found that the preity
cashier’s erves had a pecnliar look. This
look was not wasted on anvone, however,
except in making change. She had the
power to distract & customer’s attantion so
83 to confose him about his change. 1 no-
ticed, however, that there wore pf:nty who
didn’t look at her at all, and some others who
scrutinized their change pratty closely.
Once in & while some gentleman pursued
bis investigations of the pretty cashler's
eyer nglnﬁ:a of expease. When [ met
my friend again he anticipated my discov-
ery by admitting rather sheepishly that his
last experiment in reading eyes eost him
exactly §1. Bhe got that much out of a§2
note.

Clvil Service Reform and Robbery.

“There nave been more mail robberies,”
says 8 Government official, “since the
operation of the civil rules in propartion to
the number of men employed than ever
occurred before. I do not undertake to ex-
plain it, but it wounld appear that there is
something wrong either with the system or
with the administration of it. It seemsim-
possible that all of these nrrosts that have
been made in this eity daring the Iast year
of letter carriers and other employes of the
postoffice can be explained on mere ordinary
and matter of fact prounds. They are ont
of all proportion to the record of dishonesty
in other walks of life. It yon have paid any
attention to this matter it must strike yon
so. My own opivion is that the competi-
tive system cannot be relied upon to dis-
tinguish hovpesty from dishonesty. I am
aware there are a great many people who
are under the impression that education
makes mes honest and women virtaous, but
I an not one of them. It is barely possible
that the 1 serviee is, on the whole,
more efficient to-day than ever it was—I do
not dispute that. But efficieney has noth-
ing to do with s man's houesty. Andit Is
right hers the present system is weak, It
looks bad to note the arrest of & postal
official for robbery every three daye"

CaanvLes THEODORE MURRAY.

. A NEWSPAPER TREAT.

THE DISPATCH'S ASSIGNMENT FOR A
NOTED COREESPONDENT,

Frank G. Carpenter to Furnish Some Vala-
able Interviews During the Coming
Year—America's Great Men to Contrib-
ute for the Fleasure and Instraction of
Pittsburg Beadors,

Among the big features of the coming
year's special correspondence in Tne Dis-
PATCH will be & series of striking inter-
views by Mr. Frank G. Carpenter.’ Mr
Carpenter's foreign letters will end with
Suoday, January 1, when be givesa talk
which he bad in Lordon with John T.
North, the nitrate king, whom Cyrus W.
Field called the richest man in the world.
During the past summer Mr. Carpenter
furnished interviews with Bismarek,
Madam Tolstoi and other notables abroad,
and he has the reputation of being able to
get the best men of the world for his tatks.
During his tour around the globe a year or
so be chatted with the King of Corea and
gave striking talks with tbe King of
Greece, the Khedive of Egypt and other
Eastern potentater He interviewed Li
Hung Chang, the Vieceroy of China, gave s
long talk with the Bulian of Johore and
introduced us to the Patriarch of Jerusa-
lem, famous Buddhists and other thinkers
of the Oriental world. About a year ago
hea interviewed President Diaz in his pal-
ace in Mexico City and be has given spicy
conversations with the most of the leading
men of this country.

His letters the coming year will be large.
Iy confined to the United States, and he
will give us tace to fsce chats with some of
the greatest and most exclusive mon of the
nation, The most interesting characters of
Washington will chat through him to our
readers, and his talks will include famous
women as well as famous men. They will
be an all sorts of subjects, and the most of
them will be illustrated with snap shots
taken for his letters.

The Columbian Exposition will brine the
most famous men snd women of the world
to Ameriea, and My, Carpenter’s travels
sod his knowledge will enable him to give
Tae DispaTcH striking articles through
talks with them. During the year he pro-
poses to visit different parts of the United
Btates on a -grand interview tour, and
among the other interviews already ar-
ranged for is one with ex-President Hayes,
which will desoribe the home life and will
give some unwriiten reminiscances of Mr.
Hayes . P

In addition to these interviews, Mr
Carpenter’s work will include some special
feaiure articles from Washington and other
parts of the.conntry, and it will contain &
number of gossipy stories of "the men wlo
are uppermost from time to time.
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The Happy Termination of a Christmas
Present Expadition. '

[WRITTEX FOR THE DISPATOW.]

Yesterday morning I rose with the lark,
denned by best frock coat and silk hat, and
with a list of those I wished to remember
in my pocket, started ont to do my Christ-
mas shopping, and before I had finished, I
found I had not only spent the day, bat
every eent I had, and every eent I expected
to have for the next six months. My ob-
jeet in starting so early was to avold the
erowd, but when I reached Stiffiney’s, the
jocal jeweler's—I always go there, not be-
cavse he has prettier things, but because he
charges more and is very swell—I found
that all our set was either ont to avoid the
crush, or had so many things to buy that it
would take the entire day to get through
Anyhow, it seemed that everrbody was
there.

Just as I was golog in T met Brander
Peyton coming out. Brander had just got-
ten home from New Haven, and, as we
have always been the best of - friends, we
were, of ecourse, very glad to ses one an-
other. He is one of those chaps, yon know,
who is always full of gossip, and, T daresar,
we would nave hLod & most comfortable
little chat had not Ethel Selwick beckoned
to me—which was vers rude of her—from
the back of the store. So we had tocut
our conversation short, and I was very
sorry, indeed, for I am sure it wounld have
resulted in a small botile at the club. How-
ever, before he left he made me promise to

dine with bim that evening.
8 =

Walking up to Ethel, I said to her; “Yon
area very daring girl to sign to meina
.hﬁp. L

“But, Willie,"" she replied, “I am in such
& quandary, and I want you to help me out.

Would You Wear R, Peggy?

I have vought all my presents but one, and
~-but say, have vou heard about Jack Hemp-
stead aod Nan Featherstone?"

“Well, their engagement is off"*

“You don’t say so. Which was to blame?"

“I really don't know, but Rosalind De
Jones told me that Nan's father wanted
Jaek to give up hisclubs, and Jack said
something about life withou: elubs would
be as useless as a deek of ards without
them. And then Mr. Featherstone raved,
and, I believe, swore, but I wonlda't say for
stire that he dil that, and ordered Jack out
of the house.'”

“The old idiot!"”

“But, Willie, you will admii that it
wasn’'t very finttering to Nan.”

"0f conrse, T will; but, tell me, are you
going to Graybrides this evening?"

“No, was invited, though,
would —""

“Aiss Selwick,” broke in the eclerk, *do
yon want either of these pieture frames?"”

“0, renlly, T forgot all about them.
Willie, do tell me which of these vou think
the prettier."

“It all depends on which ons you put
your photograph in.” g

“You fiatterer; but you don’t meac it
Put mine in one and Pegey Blane’s in the
t.:l.tl""“d I know which one you would

and

€.
“Where did you hear about Pegzy?"
“As though everybody hadn't heard of
your spgagement?’”
“My eagagement! No such luck, Ethel.”
BShe gave a sly wiok, as much as to say
she didn’t believe me, and, turning to the
clerk, made her selection of frames, and
iving directions for the delivery of all she
End bought, insisted on my calling Christ-
mas alternoon and bade me adien. -
- ® =

Taking the seat she had vacaled, I asked
Mr. Lawford if he would wait on me, and
taking my list from my pocket, I settled
down to do my duty.

“Now, as I eall these amounts off, you
take them down,” I said to him. “T wnant
four things in silver at 10 apiece for girls;
six pins or buttons, or anything like that,
at £20 apiece. No, wait a minute: don't
put that down. Let me see—Dick Peters,
what did be give me last year? Ob, yes, a
silver pencil. Make that last five at twen-
ty and one at fivre. Then I want something
for sister at §75, and something for m
mother st about the same price. I will
want, too, something rather rummy for—
well, it must be pretty, bat I'll look around
for it myself™

Mr. Lawford smiled, and sesmed to un-
derstand, ‘Now you picz out the best and
most showy things vou ean, within the

ce limit that I bave given vou; I am go-
ng to rely wholly upon your judgment.”

**Well, I'll do my besat,” he replied, “and
hope it will please you."

® & »

‘While he was locking arounid I fell into
a deep brown stody ovér what I would buy
for Pegey. My, how I love that girl. She
has cowpletely ensnarod my heart, and
somehow or other I can’t come out like =
man and tell her all and ask her to he
mine. Knowing that it wonld take Mr.
Lawford some little time, I grew im-
patient, and went to join Mr and M
Jasamyne st the other end of the shop.
They were looking at some very expensive
Tings, anil Just made a selection of one,
an emerald set with diamondsx

“"What do you think of this?'" said Mr.
Jasamyne, holding it up to the Light.

Y““Beautiful,” I replied; “lis it for Mra
Jasam¥ne?""

“My dear Willie,” exclaimed thas lady,
*“vou are even greener than the stone
We've been married for several years Thas
is for Mr. Jasamyne's sister.”

I thought to” myself thas if Peggy and I
had been married lor 100 years we would
exahange beautilul presents just the same.

"Yu‘ this is for sister,’” said Mr Jasa-
myne, ‘but then she alwarsgives Margie
,(.:m wife) and me something very expen-

“l" ’ o

With that they moved awaysnd Ieat
i S Bl by 8

n nsoinat vt ant
mg:"r. While ytlnu e the door
openéd, and belore I knew it some one was
standing by my aside. I up and
thers was Peggy, my sweet, dear T
imagined 1 saw the color come to her

! g

“She thinks,"” I ssid to myself, ‘“that I
am :lyh: this ring for some girl”

A how I ever had the presence of
mind, I don’t know, but, on the instant, I
asked as I held up the most beautiful one
of the lot, “Do you think my sister would
wear this?"” -

“Your sister? Isit for her?” she.said.

lll._ '

“Of course, she would; soy girl would ™

“Are you sure 2"

““Positive, for it is so beantiful.”
';'Would you wear it, Peggy 7" I earnesily

“If my brother gave it to me, do you
mean 7"

“No, if I; if I slipped it on the third
finger of your left hand, and with it pledged
mﬁ:n, would you wear it 2"’

preity eyes drooped, and in the
falntest whisper l&l a.nt:erod. “Yer"

“Mr. Manning,” I beard a voice say, “I
have made the selections for you." I csme
from heaven long enongh totear a leaf from
oy note book, and, handing it to Mr. Law-
ford, I said: ‘*‘Send all of those thingzs sc-
cording to these directions, and kindly have,
this ring made a size smaller; I will eall for
it this afternoon.”

Mr. and Mrs. Jasamyne were just passiog

out. I stoppedihsm, told them what had
happened, and, gsked them to chaperone us
at fnuuhoon af h et

The luncheon cost; " the ring was the
finest in the tray, T di?:‘:. prie:‘it. You
know what I spent for the other presents
I'm busted, but I've got the swestest heart
onearth. A merry Christmas? Well, I
should say so.

A CHRISTMAS BALLAD.

Beautiful Song of the Season From the
. Pen of Gifted Mary E. Wilkina,

Mary E. Wilkins, the well-Enown author,
is spendinog u few weeks in Drooklyn, the
object of much more distingnished atten-
tiow and proffered hospitality than sha ean
accept. Everrbody tbere is surprised at
her youthful appesrance, and no one dis-
appointed in her Individoality. BShe is
slender and not quite of average height,
with a muss of browr gold hair that seems
almost too ponderous rfor her small wall-
shaped beal. She is fair and dolicately
featured, with graeeful unassuming man-
ners. It is, however, mot her apparent
personality that is the eharm of intercourss
with her; it is rather o curious sensa of her
communion with things out of reach of the
average mortal—an appreciation of her
treading of paths spart almost from human
ken—which may be after all only the up-
lifting touch of her rars and nnique zenins
Below is a Christmnay balind Miss Wilking
wrots, perhaps & dozen years ago. Itis
here printed almost for the firnt time:

At the n?m of the palace the minstrels were
erving:

“Fair king and fair nobles, 'twill ploass ye
o hear

The Prinoclle Bo{ is born aad is Ivin
On & plllow of liles ia holy Judea™

“Noel, noell” sang the minstral Doys
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Mre Awdrew Foston, Travele's Cl

The Travelers' Club,

When the Travelers’ Club was organized
about thre: years ago none of the half dosen
ladies who composed it ever dreamed of it
reaching its present proportions. Mrs
Andrew Taston with some of her lady
friends who anticipated a trip abroad had
been discussing the pleasure and profit to
be derived from a preliminary imaginary
tour. The result of the talk was that one
dsy each lady received a note to
spead a certain  evening with Mrs
Easton to further talk of the proposeid
distanes investigation of the Old W
Every womaz esthusiastically secepted the
invitation and was as enthusisstically in
faror of permanent o ization. For that
yonr the elul met in Ers, Easron's parlors,
and its membars ware restricied to the
mutoal friends of thoss interested. Mma
Easton was elected Preasident and Mrs. J. D,

n, Becretary,
h:.rm and readings were of such
mAT excellence, sneh n spiris of
liberslity and progreswir prevaiied,
af elabs
neng

that women who knew anything
uradivtad & sucesssaful earser il perma:
organizasion wara effectod. At the endd of
ths yuar the question of osganization was
d ed affirmatively and Mrs. W. R. Glonn
eircted Tresident, Althouzh Mrs. Esstom
still invited the club to mees in her pariors,
and ssveral other indins ex:ended tite hos-
pimality of their homes, the growth of the
organization made the securing of Inrger
quarters mecessary. The Carnegle musie
room was the place of meeting (or the antire
sscond year. England had been the sutiject
of study for the Airst yesr, Seotland for the
second, and [or the third year,as she Waorld's
Fair makes intersst center inthe United
Siates, the club has decided tospend the
prosont twalvemonth at home.

The grant avent of the second year was
the conference of women's clubs of Wess
ern Pennsylvania wnich was brought abous
mainly thronzh lts efforis, 1n the third

onr Miss Jenole Hindman was el d

residsnt. It was decided to rent quarters
for the clud, the nse of the Helping Hand
Bocloty's cosy leciure rovin being seeured
A printed prozramme contaiming an ont-
line of the year's work was distributed to
the members, nnd other arrangements made
for mcore thorongh study. Notable
tiless 18 the parlamentary drill eondue
by shat expearienced pacliamentarian, M
Matiida Hindman.

Mrea. Easion, the founder and firss Presi-

sweetly;
3 denr, is the wife of the well-known physk
"'Onolt.*ll': mou;:n::l:.whlu dove wings the e!nn'ot that name, a?d :‘mr hotg: is i:u ne-
- omery avenue, Allegheny. o is & greas
Now ;:u;:;.‘ ;t;nu shapherds—now follow h“m.,w ;lth }.g‘m = I:Wr'lﬂ- .Mhlt' n‘m
s r than when writing somet t
Xo:nglnworg'gm greenly, frankinceuse -1?’1”;?.”. them. She has written much and
el ?coelnmgly fca-:; l-::-:esr]r; maguzines, as wail as
oveal publications € Las besn always an
In !b:‘mm:'h.hrp-llrim wars merrily | qotive worker in charities. Mncit of her
The branchesof silver had blossomed in time {4 devota:d 1o mental Improvemans, and

light;
The ;\Isﬂem bough from the ceillng was

And the glow of the yule-iog was chee
and bgshl.. y e e

The brown-bearded xing atthe ba & WS

how she manages to nitend to socinl daties,
b, prosent at numberiess board meetings
and besides keep up an exiensive course of
‘reading is a matter of conjscture to her
friands. Unlike the homes of most intel-
lectunl women hers is one of the prettiest
nnd most cheery fn the city, She herwelf e

The lmh, silver flagons wers rosy with
wina,
The waits In the gateway all softly re-

nealed:
“Now follow, swaet shepherds, and bow at
His shrine.”

Proud lords and fair ladies were merrily fly.
ng
To :mmnd of the harp, down the glitter-
nx 2
*0Oh, the gittter and savor,” the minstrels

- Wers e

%0t the jawels and sples ronnd the ohild
in the stalll™

- L] L ] . L] L

‘oh, -;a was the child, and the ehild he was
ne;
How ;;?m he the sentry thot stood at the

door?
All a:]ouy with wnssaill, [ trow they were

eening,
The child was o sad, and so raggd and
poor. .

m.-inm;r court-dames, In thair Jawels and
Ane
Drew nek their rich robes as He meexly
went - F
“QOh, tnm."’bl’aag the waits, *turn your boan-
tiful faces,
0 n:n;:gnz of angels,toward where He doth

He moved "I!lIM. the dancers, who scornfully
33 i
He knelt to the king, who was seated fin

stato.
“Away with the ehild!"” eried the nobles
beside him:
"Awaken yesentry,who siesp at the gate!”

"Sweet lords." cried the sontry, “the north
wind s blowing,
All naked and linre are his fair, little feat:
"Tis many an bour ere the cook will be
ernwing,
And the clouds are nll Inden with nescles
of sleet.”

The king dmined the wine from his jewel-
rimmeda challos:
“Awar!’ shouted ne, with a lsughand &

L1
*0On Jm?rry yule nleht, in my gocd royal
i1
'ﬁln:crﬂn.t" a beggar we'll bave for & guest!™

Then the wild wind went down, and softly
and swoetly,
In ? {;ig.r, ittle garment, ail bordered with

te g
Passed the child, while the waits in the dis-
tance sang sweatly,

“On a pillow of ltles they've laid Hin to.
nighe.”
Then the wild wind went down, nnd light,
like & tountain,
Burst forth from the sky, while thas
Rlessed Child sped
Away from the town, up ths moon-silvared

mounntain,
With a gariand of beams round his beau-
tiful head.

The sentry who loved Him in want and
apasement,

The wd!l;* who had sung in the night wind
sow r

And, her=-and there, [rom some poor oof-

tAya CaseInent,
A mcg-‘illllar and babe saw thie Blessod Christ

But the kinecand his conrt, who had shunned
i with scorning,
High wassall they haid all that fair Chriss-
mas l.?ld‘
Nor knew till they fied, that on His birth

morming
The Blessed Christ ehild they had driven
AWAY.

THE NEW ELECIRIC LAUNCH
Its Increaseéd Use Is Constantly Growing
* in Favor In America. .

The recent signs of activity in the build-
ing of eleciric lsunches in thiz country
would indicate that the value of thisadmir-
able means of water travel is likely soon to
be us much appreciated here as it bas been
for some years in England.

Fred Reckenzaum, who is one of the first
suthorities on the subjeot of electric bonte,
calculates that the builiing of a complete

n  with 12 laun each cap-
Wn}ﬁ:?ng (i3] miln‘:l‘:’u miles an
hour, could be equipped, ineluding all ex-
penses far laud, ete, for $32000. These
boats could runm for five months in the

g nyg, handsome nod charming in manner.
he has & tail son, now as% Princeton, who
thinks her perfection, and a protty danghier
wlio ndores her. Mm. Fasion is spending
the present winter in Florida.

Union Meoting of Womeon’s Clabs

The Jong talked of conferance of ¢lubs of
Western Pennsylvaiia, dated for Junoary
still ssems ns far Jdistant as ovor. The wnses
ing wns postponed irom .fall untfl the
middie of the winiter on actouns of the
nbeence nf many of the members ar toat
time. The committos appointad ac Iase
sprin=’s unton wmeeting to repnct s plan of
unlon conslsted of Mre C. L Wade, Chalr-
man; Mra. Charles Anhl, Mra W.H. Gatolius,
Mra Simeon Bissell, Miss Harrint Hoag, Mra
Hugo Rosenbery and Miss Mary Mo
Candlosa.

Mra. Wade's lliness madoe it impnasible for
her to do mineh In the matter. Of the re-
muindng wambers Miss Harriec Hoag repre-
sentinyg the Tourists’ Club has withdrawn as
thns organizatlon does not care to e in the
union, sows of the members favoring Iz
but the majority being in oppo<tion. Be-
yond the prepamation of a skeloton pro-
gramme nothing seems to linva beaea done
nud the majority of the committos when
guestione:d as to what they ura dolng con-
fess complete kenoranes.  sSo what Is Wess
ern Penusyivanis going o 4o abourt her fed-
eration o! mowmen's clubs?

Gosalp From the Clabs.

Tae Tovelers' Club has adopted s new
counstitution

Tux saceessor to Mra. Denjamin Harrison
ns hend of the Dauszhters of the American
Itevolution has not been yetappoinred. Mra
Culell s nt presens the neting hemd.

Tux Bellamy Club, of Junction City, KEan.,
hias o co-oparntive kitchan whiel It clnims
i a satisfactory solution of the domestic
problem for the ladies couneetel with the
elob.

Tax New Caentury Club, of Wilmington,
Dal., although only four years old, hns be-
gun the erection of weolnb bullding for (tself,
the desizn being mude by a Puradeiphia
woman, Mrs Minerva Parker Nichols,

Tae usual holiday decrease in attendance
lins beer: noticed at all the women's clubg
nod this is probably due to the (mct that the
parsing houars wers improved no: in mental
culture, bus In  she coustruction of glits for
Curistmus.

Tue Women's Press Club's last soecial
meeting at the East End Hotal was made
enjoynble by severnl very eclavar bles of
- n making on the purt of the mawnbers,
‘llne January pisce of messing has not yot
been decided upon.

Tie t«enty-f1th annun! convention of the
National Amerienn Suffmys Awsociation
wiil be held in Washington, D. (., January
i¢-18. Hon. Carroll D. Wright has nccepted
an invitation to be uresent and will
on “Women In Industry™ Susan B An-
thony is Pr ot the A intion. .

Tux Soclal Selence Clab of Kansas and To-
peka are the originators of A movemens
towsrd the abolition of the smoking eoimn-
partment in Pullman slerp'nz cara Aba
rocant meeting ol the club a _resolotion wns
adopted naxing Mr. George Puliman o uo
awny with the smoker, which she ladies
claln i not only an annoyance to other
passengecs, but onhenlthitul. It is intendad
1o present this resolution to every woman's
organization in the country for signasures,

aids Many Anisxy Wesr, ono of the fore-
most workers for the advancement of
women, died at Toxlo, Japan, Decemberl,
where she lad goce o do temperancs work.
Blin wans for the last seven ysars editor of
she Union Sgnc!, thie National organ o she
W.0 T.U. Sho was one of the represouts-
tives of Chicnzout she lnternational lLeazue
of iress Cilubs helda year agv, and was
Sacretury of the Soldlers’ Al Scewrty. She
was for many yenrs Presidentof the lilinois
Women's Press Association.

Evsevoxs has lieard of the ¢lub houss the
women's clubs of Plsisbarg and Allezhewy
are anxious to build. A member of the
Women's Press Club, who is, it mnss he con-
fessed, just a trifle eomservative, flled ner
objegiion to the movemens thu-: “Midam
President, 1 shall never consent to sueh &
thinwy. Wnr. Llub magine what would men
tuink of us obody would know what we
wnrr‘: dolug, mkm Ing arr nl:ls i?tlufdor_ .
ca or anything awful. icouldn
enzio jonz to s club tuac had & oflub *
housel”  And she meant (&

Tag Now York Woman's Pross Club's new
quatrters at 138 East Twenty-third sireef,
econslis of a suite of (our apartments snd s *
Lt root. Tune walls of the parier are of

H

ear for $905 eéach,making o total run each | e¥TR €otia, with a friezs of despor tanes. |
of9,000 mitesin that time. 1f thay enrried | Lio,copincla of oream jwith delicate dute
about ten ra rs each trip, the invest- | quecery in durk and iight wonds. A cherry
ment wonld be profitable even at the low | maniel with a tiling of tawny lrown is spon
ap-

rate of one cent per mile,

Frxe diamonds, rubies, emeoralds, sap-
e Ty
e © our goodsand




