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FRICK AGAIN
N THE STAND.

Peffer’s Homestead-Pinkerton
Inquiry Unexpectedly
Opened Here.

AFTER THE FIRM'S LOSS.

Witness Refused to Tell, but Said
the Men Are Out $1,000,000,

It Was Denied That the Company Uses
& Black List, but Admitted That De-
tectives Are Empioyed to Watch the
Fmployee -— Mr, Frick BSays the
Wicked at Homestead Were Not
Numerous...Some Eviotions Were
Necessary--The Mauager of the Car-
negie Firm Doesn't Believe in Com-
pulsory Arbitration---District Attor-
ney Lyon and Clerk Gamble Said They
Enew of No Way of Adjusting the
Strike in the United States Courts--
Willism Martin Thinke the Employ-
ment of Armed Detectives Is Bad and
Ehould Be the Last Resort.

The Renatorial eommittee appointed to
Investigaie the recent troubles at Home-
stend, and especially the employment and
conduct of the Pinkertons, arrived in Pitis-
burg resterday. They were scheduled for
to-dsy, and their coming was unexpected.
Ther registered at the Duguesne, and com-
menced the inguiry in the afternoon.

The full committee is composed of Sena-
tors Jecob H, Gallinger, of New Hamp-
eliire; William A. Pefler, Kansas; Henry
Clar Hansbrough, North Dakota; Charles
N. Felion, California; Wilbur F. Sanders,
Montana: Edward D. White, of Louisiana,
acd David B, Hill, of New York. Ounly
sSenators Pefier and Gallinger, who vonsti-
tute the sub-committee, are here. With
them are the laiter gentleman's son, who is
clerk of the committes; N, Dumont, Ser-
reant .“ Arms, and F. J. Haig, who is the
couimitiee's stenographer.

Chairman Frick the Chief Witness,

The priveipal witness vesterday was

Chairman H. €. Frick, of the Carnegie
Steel Company. He reviewed the whole sit-
untion,and said many interesting and pointed
things Mr Frick stated vesterday that
while he was Dot an expert in the matter of

ending strikes, he admitted he had bad con-
sidernble experience. He thought much of
the 1ronble in bringing to a speedy close
these clashes between eapital and labor
resied with the peace officers,
He  quietly  rossted the  Sheriff

i smong other things said he was not
eficient. He was asked to tell what the
company aud the sirikers had lost by the
Homestead strike.  Mr. Frick showed that
the Intter’s loss was about §1,000,000, but as
to the company's he refused to answer the
question

The witnesses are paid #2 for testifying
betore the committee. When OChairman
Frick was through with bis testimony Sen-
stor Gallioger handed him his fees and Mr.
Frick receipted for it

The New Hampshire Man Begins
Serator Gallinger commenced the gues-
tioning, and Mr, Frick recited the story of
the Homestead troubles. His testimony was
ns follows:

Q. Does your firm employ American Iabor
ms a tule? A It always employs native
workmen when they can get them,

¢ What causes the most of the labor
tioables? A They orizinate generally
amonge the foreign elements.

Q. Do yvou find it necessary to arm your
watchmen? A, Not always. It depends on
conditions

(. How do you treat with yvour men now?

A Only treat individoally with our men,
vut make no distinotion against those wlo
ng to associntions,
nutor Peffer then took Mr. Frick in
hand. The fli'st question was
). Inthe biring of men at vour mills do

vou have o Ulncklist? A. No, sir.

Q. How many men does your flrm employ?
A. Over 20,000 mmon are employed in the aif-
ferent branches and and about 35 per cent of
them are native Americans,

Y. What proportion o! the others are
inraliged? A, 1 couldm' give you &ny
den

G. Are most of them men of familles? A,

Lurgely o, particularly at the Edgar Thom-
son works.

). Where such numbers aro employed, is
it desiTable and practical that the employers
beoome  persounlly soguainted with the
workmen? A, Itis desirable for the super-
intendents, but it 18 almost impossible for
the employers.

Nearly 4,000 Employed at Homestead.

Q. As o general rule do you inguire into
the habits of your men? A Wedo.

Q. What was the number of men employed
ot Homestend previous to the striker A
About 3800,

Q. What was the mange of thelr wages?
A Frowm &1 4 per day to over §13.

Q. What proportion received the higher
woges? A. 1 esn fornish you with a state-
ment showing the range of all men who
worked over a ton a day at Homesiond.

Q. Whazt is the difference in your men? A,
Bome are skilled and some are unskilled.
Tle skilied men received the bigher wages.
b} Q What was a falr average duy,s wages?
A. 1 think in the neighborhood of §3, and
thiat in most eases o day of sight hours,

¢ Do your Homestend men live nearthe
wirks? A. A large number of them did,

(. Tihe newspapers publisbed two sets of
reporta two duys afeer the trouble to the
effect thata large namber, i not 4 majority,
of Homestead workers owned their own
howes, how is that? AL They did; a large
nummar,

Q. Doe= your complnfu'n and rent to
ment A, A very amall amount. We en.
eonraee thom to buy lots and build, and loan
them money to pay lor it

Q. At what per ecent? A At 6 per cent
They also deposit with s, and we pay & per
ocent.

The Wicked Ones Not Numerons,

Q. Another powspaper report sayss large

number were evicted from their homes? A,

Oniv a small number were evicted, We did
¢ive notice to men who declined to work,
eud in one or two cases we asked the proper

wilioers to put us in pessession.

. Can you givemon proper estimate of
the loss to employes and owners caused by
this striker A lnd the w been in
cperntivn s they were pretv. = July 1
thero wonld have been vald outin wages
nlout $1,000,000, Astvothe lossof the com-
pany, that is a guestion 1 could not answer
Dor even anproximate very wall.

Q. Were many contracts forfeited by res-
sou of the faliure to supply the maserial?

'

ecdwtid

A. Yes, ngood many, but in no case have wa
been held tor damages.

Q. Have you eontracts with any Govern-
ment departmeant? A. Yes, for armor plate.
We have been getting out A lurge amount,
but not as much as if there had been no
Btrike. [ don’t shink the Government can
ask fora forfeit on ocoount of fallare.

Q. What is meant by strike snd lockout?
A. The first is when men quit work owing to
difference of wages with ir empl 1
never knew what workingmen meant by the
term *locked out.”

Q. Has your company been in the habit of
emploving detectives, dfaguised as work-
men, to learn the habits of your men? A.
We are not in the babis of doing is, but have
done sa.

Q. Recently? A Yes, sir,

Q. When? A. AboutJuly 1, or a day or
two bofore, =

Mr, Frick Expected Violence.
Q. Had you any reason to expect violence

‘from your men in case you did not agree on

the wage problem? A. Yes, sir, by the ex-
perienne of the past.

Q. Prior tothe letterof June 25 to the
Pinkertons did you have a conlerence with
Sherift McCleary? A. Yes, sir; by counsel.

. Have you any revollectlon of the re-
suit?! A I bave not. Mr. Knox, my attor
ney, is here; possibly he has,

Q. Arter your letter to the Pinkertons did
anyone representing them I{inspeet Yyour
works to sce how the plant was situated?
A. No, sir. Our superintendent with his
assistants met the Pinkertons before they
arrived at the property, and they kuew
;Ino;e property they wore comiung to pro-

oL,

Q. Is yonr memory elear whetber there
was s visit? A. I think there was not.

Q. What in your opinion s the best
method of ending & strike? A, Semator, I
don’t know, it depends on ciroumstances. 1
AN NOL AN azrn in such matters, but have
hnd o great deal of experience. Striocten-
foreement of Inws by peace officers would
bring about better resaltt, The trouble fs
that the sheriffsa are fnefMeient., The right
men are never elected. Those who sre do
not soe that the laws are enlorced. Tuis In
prineipally for political rensons, The sh
is afrafd that he will antagonize votera,

Q. Is it your opinion that if the sheriffe at-
tended to thelr duty there would be no ne-
cessity lor Pinkertons? A. The constituted
uuthorities should see that a man has his
rizhts,

Don't Belleve In Compulsory Arbitration.

Q Have youever thoughtof the eflicacy
of compulsory nrbitration? A, Idon't think
it would sceomplish anyihing,

Br Senator Gallinger:

Q. You answered some gnestions to the
Congressional Investigating Comymittee as to
the couse of the sirike. Would you mnswer
them in the same way now? A, Yes sir.

Q. Can yon tell what proportion of married
men own thelr property? A.*I could not

Have you ever been inside of any of the
cmp'oyes’ houses ut Homestead? A. No sir;
I was in those in the conl regions.

Q. Are ibese houses painted or unpainted?
Are they oarpsted and are $Shey comlorta-
Iljllc? A. Inm told they are wery comforta

.3

Q. Do the workmen continue to deposit
money with the company, and does the com-

ny ic:mn!n ue to lend them money?! A,
o8, §ir.

Q. In the matter of employing armed men
farnished by deteerive agencles what wonld
b:gour position? Do you consider that the
I resort or should iv be done in the early
stuges of the strike? A, I consider it the
Inst resort and only when the pnlice cannot
be depended on. [ want it understood that
I don’y pdmit that we empioyed armed men,
I mizht also suy that the Sherifl of this
county tells us that there s no
money to pay for dsputies in cases
of this Kind, nnd we have had at times to ad-
FANCe money to pay them.

Q. Is it so thatthese deputies must supply
thelr own arms and ammunition wgen
called upon? A. Yes, sir.

Uncle Sam's Servants Examined,
Clerk H, D). Gamble, of the United States
Circuis Court, was pext called.

Dy Senator Gallinger—This committes is
charged with inquiring into the employmens
of ‘armed wmen Dbotween employers
and employes. Heve you had ocea-
#i0n to learn anything fu this direction? A
In one cuse by the Central Trust Company
of New York against the New Jersey Rail.
road, whercin the reeeiver appointed by
tive United Btates Court and residents of
a:inJStE:n antered :l{sg aul:.: The other by

. J. Bamsey, n resident of Ohilo, enjolning
men in the coke resfons, %)

Q. Could not the recent troubles at Home-
stead been adjusted LY some sction of the
United States courts? A. I have no knowl-
edge of pny wWay. -

Unitea States Distriet Attorney Lyon
was examined slong the same line and with
the same results

William Martin, ex-Secretary of the
Amalzamated Associstion, but now in the
employment of the Carnegie Company, was
a witness. He said in answer to questions:

1 donot see how & firm body of men conld
be minde to arbitrate unless they wanted to,
The effect of the employment of srmed de-
tectives mne iron forces is bad, ms the
men are diametrically opposea to it
That should be the ASt  Tesort.
Less thau 10 per ceni of the men were
affected by the reduotion, and if the
men had shown that any proposition in the
sonle was too low the cowpuny wonld have
advanced it previous to June 3, Working-
men do not 1ake the same objection to the
militin or United Siutes troops as private
detectives. There are, of course, times when
they try to get around the suthorities,

———

MILITIA AND PINKERTONS

Passed Upon in Resolutions by the K., of L.
—The ~wiss Military System Advooated
— A Plttsburg Boycott Continoed —
A Homestead Building Associntion
Wanted.

87. Lovis, Nov. 23 —In the Knuights ot
Labor Assembly to-day, a resolution adve-
cating the abolition of the militin was voted
down, sod the following resolution was
adopted:

Resolved, That we favor the diasemins-
tion of & patriotio military sentiment and a
return to the popular form of maintain
the militia in vogue prior to 1860—numely,
allowing the State militin 10 elcos its own
officers and the 1ank and flie to hold their
own arms.  And we discountenance the sen-
tralizing of the power in every way; object
tn the expenditure of vast sums of the
ple’s money in building useioss armories,
and indorse the popular §ystem in vogue in
Bwitzeriand.

The boyeott on the corks manufactured
by Armstrong & Co, of Pitsburg, was
ordered to remain. The passage of the
Davis House bill, now pending, to prohibit
convict labor in the United States, was in-
dorsed. The Committee on Resolution
offered strong resolutions condemning some
of the conrts for allowing themselves to be
used by certain labor organizations demand-
ing legislation prohibiting the employment
of Pinkertons The{ also demanded s law
abolishing the swesting system, tavored the
continvance of the State bank tax, and re-
affirmed the Assewbly’s position favoriog
the restriction of the issuance of money
except by the Government. The Assembly
declared iiself opposed to clesing the
World’s Fair ou Bunday, and refused to
interfere with the matter of selling liquor
on the grounds.

The General Executive Board was in-
strueted to take steps looking to the egtab-
lishment of & homestead building and loan
association and the establishment of an in-
surance assooistion to provide funds to en-
able wembers to carry on suits under the
law requiring employers to be liable for ac-
cidents to emploves

A resolution was also sdopted favoring
the passage of a law prohibitiug any one
from vosing who cannoot read his ballet, the
provisions of tne law to take eficot five
years after its passage, It was also recom-
menced that there be the closest affiliation
of all farmers and laboring men who are in
sympathy with the Koights of Labor.

KO0 PINEEBRTOSS FOE ALABAMA,

A Bill Introduced in the Legisiature to
Prohitidt Thelir Employment.

MoxroMERY, ALA., Nowv. 25 —A bill
has been introduced in the Legislature
now in  session, which provides
that mno person, firm or corporation save
the Govarncr shall be permitted to employ
Pinkertons or any such foree in the State;
and firm, person or corporation employing
such force shall be deemed guilty of a mis-
demennor, and on eonviction
not less than §1,000.

be fined | 3n

) MODERN PROPHET,

Professor E. B. Hicks Proves
He Foretold the Recent
.Cyclone in Illinois.

HE BLAMED IT ON SATURN,

Although Admitting the New Comet
Might Have Assisted.

CHOLERA AKD PESTILENCE NEXT.

A Terrible Prediction Made for the World's
Fair Year,

QUEER COMPOSITION OF THE PLANET

IFPECIAL TFLEGRAM TO THR DINPATOMN. |
Br. Lovrs, Nov. 23 —The regular eyclone
that devastated the town of Redbud, IlL,
was foretold by Prof. E R. Hicks, the St
Louis astronomer and weather prophet
Io his fovecast for November, written Sep-
tember 30 and publishpd in his'works, the

prophet says:

About the 18th marked Indications of
active autnmnal storms will appesr in the
Western part of our continent. Warmer
weatlier, fulilng barometer, southerly winds
and softening skies will all unite to sdmon-
ish of gathering storms. The equinox of
Mercary is on the 21st, the new moon is on
the 19th, and the danger days of the regular
period are the 17ch, 18th and 19th.

The Redbud storm oceurred on November
17, one of the three days marked as “‘danger
days"” by Dr Hicks. On the succeeding
days storms occurred throughout the west-
ern part of the United States.

“What effect will be produeed by the
close approach to the earth of the comet
which is attractiog so much attention now?””
was asked to-day of Prof. Hicksa He re-

plied as followns:

A vitinting efeot. It intensifies the nox-
fous condition of she earth’s atmosphere
produced by Saturn. The reason Ssturn's
oquinox is always accompanied by epi-
demies is that this planet §s surrounded by
rings of semi-gassous matter. This matter
extends for a great distance all around the

Innet. We cnn only see it 80 far as it is

uminous, Therasaro dark rings out bayond
those luminous rings, and how fwr these
dark gas-composed rings extend beyond the
planet no one knows,
How the Atmosphere Is Vitiated.

The planet and its yings revolva with
groat rapidity, and some of the particles of
the rings are thrown off, enter the earth’s
atmosphere, and vitiate it. This vitiating
effect is greatest when the earth is direotly
in the plane of tne rings, just as & person
standing directly in front of a grindstone is
struck by the water n off from {¢, while
if be ptands to one side he will not bo wet.
The standing directly in frout of the
grindstone is in Jts equinox The tail
or eomn of a comet is com of

precisely similar to the rings
of Saturn, and If this material gets mixed u
with the earth's atmosphere, epidemics an
severe i{liness are bound to result. To the
combined influrnce of Baturn and tbe comet
we owe the nt prevalen
fevor and kindred complainss, : '
fever showa that the earth's atmosphiere Is
vitinted and thaticisin g.ood conditjon for
cholera next summer. Iam on record s |
ting cholera for next summer, and I
veo nok ohanged mi' miud as to the proba-

bulti ot its coming. The earth's atmosphere
is vl and the trouble {abound to come,
Nothing Definite Yet to Be Learnod.

A from Baltimbre ssys: Dr.
Charles Lsue Poor, of the Jobns Hopkins
University, who has been watehing the

comet d :gl?. E:J.i:'“k said this even-
ing that nothing ite could be determ-
in to its idemtity for several
months. d he:
. (] al.uulluto disouss the probLaoility of
itm 1 nluf with Biela's comet,or 1o attempt
rn sketch ita course through the heavens un-
il many more observations have been
mads, Usually with three observationson
ddm'ur?n:. nigh hl‘t., inwr;n: of two or three
ays, it poss to obtain very roughi
the orbit of suoch & bolly. Unless theso ol'.{
servations separated by long In-
tervals, ten days or more,
the three ocenpying about & month's
time, computation gives but the merest hine
at the true path of the body. An accurste
determination of the orblt of a comet re-
quires a continuons series of abservations
extending over a period of 1 months,
and the work of computing xa path may
well Iast several months m 80 that the
orbit of no comet is known with any aceur-
ecy until long after the body has made its

LpueaTADOE.
he comet in gquestion has been visible
but 15 days. Had the observations duw

this period been of the best, wo could then
only very roughly determine the probabie
]uli of the sti . Unfortunately, how-
ever, itds im le to mnke satistuctory
observations ol this interesting body.

Now a Very Large, Diffased Haze.

During the first few days there was guite
& sharp and definite nuoleus in the comet,
and this conld resdily be taken as its center
in measuring its position among the fixed
stars, Bince those first days the strange
Pbody has increased remarkably in size, bug
this increass has besn accompanied by & de-
crease in brightness and s loss of all definite
outlines and nucleus.

At ?mwt the comet n TS a8 A large,
very faint and diffused lhuze showing no
marked point from which to make measure-
ments. This light hage appears to flll the
whole fleld of view of the telescope and to

the tion of suoh a I:gy is im-
ble. Two equally fced a8 mers
side by alde at the same time with diferent
te would probably differ greatly ns
to their estimates of the position. As a
conseyuence of this indefiniteness of the
comet's real position all attempts to
compute an orbie from the few ob.
servations now at hand have proved
ol slight avatl. The comet has been wetchea
with care during the last week, at the Johns
Hopkins Observatory, but.with no satisfact-
ory or positive results. When first seen irs
boundsaries were sharp and clear, and it had
& well defined nucleus, Since the first evene
ing, however, the ocomet lins inoreased in
size, but at the same time lost all i1s sharp-
ness of outline. It 0w mppears as tiie
inintest thin cioudy baze or fog in the tele-
scope. Numerous faint stars can be seen
shining direotly tbrough she wass of the
comet. It was tound impossible to make
any measure of its position,
No Danger From the Comet,

A from Prineston, N. J., to-
night says: “The comet now visible near
the nebuls of Andromeds, instesd of ap-
proaching the earth is in all probability re-
ceding from it,” says Prol Young; *‘and,
furthermolre, mccording to the latest data,
it is nota fragment of Bisla's eomet, as
many astronomers have supposed.” Contin-
uing, the Princeton astronomer said:

Wiiile the I of the cumet ut first
parently mﬂl:lm with that of Bul‘aa
riation has

Teports eurrent
few facts brought out by careful observa-
tion may prove of luuwt?l- In the firss

ince, the comet lacks nncleu
::minutﬂo :ghu- and envelo wlhich u:'n
a0 pr i t In h of a like

oharacter; secondly, ita density is less than

of the vacuum in the globe of

and lastly, the

indiente thnt the
which

\CLosed  Tooay
ox AtcoumT oF
FOOT BALL MaTcy

THANKSGIVING DAY THEN AND NOW,

50,000 pnfles in diameter), the offect would be
only that of an unusually brilliant showar
of meteorites, a fow of which would
bly reaeh the earth, while most of
would be fused by the intense heat gzenor-
ated while passing through the ltmnﬂgli.am.
In iact, & beavy thunder storm would at-
;.'ﬂded by greater mortality, in all proba-
ty.

WATCHING FOR THE COMET.

Gatherings of Amateur Astronomers In the
Two Cities Last Night.

The heavens were closely watched last
night by the amateur astronomers of Pitte-
burg, who were on the watch to ecatch »
glimpse of Biela's comet, or any other wan-
dering stranger among the siare Thers

were many gatherings throughout the two \

cities, and in the majority of cases the onl{r
stars which attracted attention were ha
hidden beneath drooping eyelids or curling

An occasionsl survey of the star-
studded dome was made at i lar inter-
vals, and alleged discoveries in that diree.
tion wers frequently announced, but eloser
investigation always proved the falsity of
the claim. The Pleiades, or seven sisters,
which eould be seen indistinetly, almost st
the zenith, led te many mistakes, as they
were often taken for an approaching comet
or some new heavenly body.

STILL ANOTHER COMET.

Harvard College Observatory Locates the
One Seen by Brooks.

Bostox, Noy. 23, —A tel egram from W,
R. Brooks, of Geneva, N. Y., announeed
the discovery of an ohject, suspected to bean
comet, on the night of November 10, Search
for it at Harvard College Observatory om
the night of November 20 by Mr. Reed
confirmed the discovery.

1t was observed Monday evening by O.
C. Wendell, assistant at the observato
the - following being the position: 805
Greenwich mean time, right ascension. 120

59 and 15"; declinstiod uorth 13° 5)' and”,

27", The comet has a slow southerly move.
ment.

THE BRADFORD MATRICIDE.

New Links of Evidence Tightening the Colls
of the Law Abont Him,

Branrorp, Nov. 238 —[ Special. ]—In the
sensational Crossmire murder case the cofls
are tighteniog around the son of the mur-
dered woman, Ralph Crossmire, who is
now in jail, is what the sporis call a “shoe-
string eprinter,” and at the time of his ar-
rest the only thing of any value found in
his possession was & pair of running shoes,
which he was carrying wrap in paper.
He is 24 years ::I¢I,g and El:ea his ?m-
prisonment he bas not had his hat off,
wearing it even in sleep. He has not
asked for counsel, and refused to speak of
the murder in any way.

Noone yet has been found who knows
anything of his whereabouts at the time the
murder was committed, early Saturday
evening. On Thursday evening young
Crossmire boarded a freicht train at Jewett
station, ostensibly bound for this city. He
reap at 5:30 on Sunday morning, the
day following the murder. In aroom he
occupied at ML Jewett, a pair of overalls
have been found, etained with blood.

MUST G0 BACK TO COAL

g's N I Gas Company Will
_Take No New Customers.

GRrREENSBURG, Nov. 23 —[Special. |—The
present cold weather has demonstrated that
the natnral gas supply in this seotion isand
will eontinue to be totally insufficient, Al-
thoogh a new well or two has been turned
into the mains of the Westmoreland and
Cambria Gas Company’s system, the supply
only met the demand while the weather was
fair and warm, and the pressure is now
lower than befure the new wellsn were
turned on.

The company now refuses to furnish gas
to any new customers, and will put in ne
new connections for customers they already
have. They admit that the general resump-
tion of coal-burning can only be averted by
such developments of new territory as are
pot among the reasonable possibilities.

- »

FICTITIOUS INSURANCE POLICIES.

A Pecullar Sult for Frand Against n Little
Washington Agent.

WasaINGTON, PA., Nov. 23 —[Speeial ]
—John H. O'Neil and Louis Ebert were
placed on trial to-dsy, charged by the
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company with
conapirsey and fraud.

The prosecution alleges that the defend-
ants represented the company in this eity
Inst summer, and that they made out policies
and sent them to headquarters, re-
ceiving their agents’ commissions therefor,
while it appears that many of the

olicies were on purely fictitious risks, no

nsurance having been effected by the agents

on the parties named, end for all purposss
of the prosseutinn no such partics being in
existence, The defendants will fight the
case,

EIMPSON NOT A DEMOCRAT.

The Sockless Statesman Denios the Reports
of His Flopping. *

WasamngToN, Nov. 23. — [Spewial ]—
Representative Jerry Bimpson came in to-
night. I am not a candidate for the Sen-
storship from Kansss,” he save, “T may
be, but am not yet and am upable to say
anything on the subject whatever. No,
I don't know much about the nee.
essities of the case one way or
the other, but I'm not now in faver of an
extra sesslon. Bus I may have to change
my mind when I look inta it

“These stories sbout mv ehanging toa
Democrat are uutounded. I belong to

Ll'bqph:_l party—in spite, oven, of Mm

THE SHOOTING STARS

Predicted by Astronomers Beautify |
the Heavens Ahead of Time.

A BRILLIAKRT DISPLAY LAST NIGHT

Witnessed by People Fortunate Emough to
Gaze ! kyward Here,

SIMILAR BIGHTS SEEN ELSEWHERE

A brillisnt shower of meteors visited
Pittshurg shortly after 12 o’clock this morn-
ing, and for two hours the heavens were
ablaze with flashes of fire from the zenith
to the horizon,

It was a bewildering phenomenon, and
but few Pittsburgers seemed to be out to
enjoy the sight. The stars zig-zagged like
lightning flashes, The sky was remarkably
clear and the flashes followed each other in
such rapid succession that it was impossible
to keep count of them.

A small party of delighted spectators
spent an hour in the tower of the postoffice
walching the shower, and while a great
majority of the stars seemed to move
but a foot or two many of them flashed
across the aky and occasionally ode of them
left in its wake a wave like s rainbow.

Beautifal Showers Elsewhere.

A special from New York this morning
gays: The heavens were filled with celestial
fireworks last night, and those who keps
their eyes and minds on things earthly
missed a beautiful and interesting display.
There were many people in the streets and
Jo the house looking for the eomet,
and wiile K -rewdﬁymd't_hm
failed to find it mnd acquire n very
severe pain in the neck, they had something
to repay them for their interest in things
serentific.

The atmosphere was especially olear,
and the stars shone out with a midwinter
brightness, All over the sky bright spots
mf streaks of light were darting and
stresming. They came from all quarters
and darted in every direction. Some
gleamed suddenly and brilliastly and as
suddenly went out, like the intermittent
flashes from tropieal fireflies in the
dark forests. Others flashed across the sky,
leaving bebind them a streak of reddish
light that often seemed to extend eclear
across the firmament and last until its
brilliant head and all were swallowed up in
the blackness,

Nothing Like s Bhower of Stars.

There was nothing in the way of a storm
or even & shower of mateors,but the flitting
and flashing glints of meteoric light were
dropping through the heavens at the rate,
say, of two or three a second.

Astronomers were not plenty in the
sireets, and an anthoritative opinion on
what the meteors mean eould not be ob-
tained. Bome le suggested that th
wers the pnrtia}u reR mgg:-llng behind l:;
Biela’s comet, and that we are now passing
through that stream of particles. Some
timid souls thought the beautiful celestial
diamond drops heralded the onslaught of
the comet and portended something
dreadful.

It may be that the display will be mueh
finer to-night. The heart of the city is a
bad place to see the show. The lights from
the streets kill the lights in the heavens.
The astronomers say we may expect a fine
display about Saturday or Bunday.

Very Brilllant in the West,

A Denver special says: There has been
& considerable display of meteora here to-
night, filling the whole |k‘y with streams of
fire. They came from sll directions and

were 3““‘ startling in their number
gnd rillisney. e streets  have
been  erowded with people, with

faces upturned to the skies, watching the
display, and there has been considerable
excitement through the town and around
sbout. Many people think it is the comet.

The Display in Illinels was beautiful, as
the following specials show:

Jacksonville—Jackaonville was visited
this evening bv an unnsual sight—s genuine
shower of mereors which uminated the
heavons for three quarters of an hour.

Galesbure—Thero I8 prevailing s meteoric
shower, Bhooting stars are incessantly de-
scending from the zenith to the hotzon.

A Theory ¥From Philadelphia,

A telegram from Philadelphia says: To-
night, in its passage through space, the
earth orashed into a comet, with disastrous
results to the solar tramp. This statement
is made upon the authority of Prol, C. M.
Soyder, Instructor in the Btrong High
Behool, & man well and favor-
ably known in scientifie circles for his abil-
ity and knowledee of astronomy, Aceord-
ing to Prof, Snyder the comet was not
Biela’s, but a stray one that was wandering
throngh space without a fixed orbit or des-
tination. The comet struck by the earth
wasin the Andromedagronp. The forceof the
impact betwern the t o bodies ghattered the
comet. and the evidence of the collision
was plainly visible to all persons out of
doors to-night,in the great number of shoot-
ing stars or meteors that fell from the
beavens, and which were the fragmenta of
the uniortunate comet.

Prof. Snyder says that the fate of all
comets is to be eventually broken in their

through space by a collision with
some of the larger hnve*v bodies, and
that the result is little Tikely to be at-
wended by any disastrous ennsequences.

Cleveland's Illinols Plarality 29,133,
BPRiNGrigLD, Ivi., Nov. 23 —Official
vote of Illinois: President—Clevelund,
Demncrat, 426,674; Harrison, Republican,
397,441; Bidwell, Prohibitionist, 24,590:
Weaver, Populist, 20,685, Cleveland's
lurality, 20,133  Governor — Altgeld,

tMoors 238; Fifer, Republican, 402,
100 Llontensat Gorerndeo it Demoerar,

400,851

435,405; Ray, Republicay,

L

DANCED ON VETERANS' GRAVES,

The Vandals Wind Up by Sersnading Re-
publicans With Tin Pans.

Ixpraxarorts, Nov. 23.—Reports eon-
tinue to come from various parts of the
State of the desecration of soldlers’ graves
At Martinsville to-day, Michael Callahan,
of the western part of Morgan eounty,
brought the story that in the edge of Pnt-
nam county persons had taken the fomb-
stones off soldiers’ graves, set the stones
against the cemetery feuce, painted them
red and then danced on the grayes.

Rev. Jesse B. Johnson, of Halt, also
corroborates the story, He further states
that a relisble citizen ot Ciayton, Hend-
ricks county, knows the persons who com-
mitted the crime, and that befors doing
the deed the same persons, armed with tin
buckets and other noise-making articles,
fasteaed together, Jlnded through the
places of business of Republicans at Clay-
ton. Thisis in the same section where so
many cemetaries have been molested. H.
N. Bryant, of Pacifie Grove, Csl, tele-
graphs to-day to draw on him for men or
money sufficient to stop these outrages.

IN THE TOILS OF A TRUST.

Cleveland Electric Companies All Gobbled,
Probably by the General Combine. |

CLEVELAND, Nov. 23.—An importani
consolidation of electric light and power
companies has taken plaee in this eity.
The Cleveland Compony, the loeal Brush
Company and the New General Electric
Company are in the combination, and the
oconeern back of it and nrobably mtrnllh:ﬁ
it is the big General Electric Company
New York.

The Thomson-Houston Company, of Bos-
ton, purchased the Brnsh Electric Company
works in this city, and obtained control of
tne Edison Cowmpany in New York a fow
yenrs ago. It is said that the General Elee-
triec Company, of New York, is now in con-
trol of all these eleciric companies.

WHITNEY NO COAL EING,

He Never Heard of Those Nova Scotia
Mines Till Their Sale,

New YorK, Nov. 23.—[Sresial |—Will-
jam C. Whitney denies emphatieally that
he is at the head of a syndicate of Ameriean
capitalists which is reported to have
purchased the econl mines of Nova
Seotinn Furthermore, he says that he
knows nothing abount the mines in question,
and never heard until he read it in a
New York paper, yesterday, that an effort
was being made to seeure control of them.

The output of the mines can’t amount to
mueh, for s dispatch from Montreal says
ther were purchased outright for the sum
of §600,000,

A JUROR JAILED.

His Lust for Boodle Delays an Important
Trial in Chicage,

Cuicaco, Nov, 23 —Judge Brown to-
day sentenced Juror William €. Lincola to
one vear in the county jail for contempt
Lincoln was serving on the jury which for
the last iwo defys has been listening to evi-
dence in a special assesament case.

His contempt consisted in no less than a
hall dozen attefopts to obtain a bribe from
the stiorneys on both sides of the ease. The
Court also discharged the remainder of the
jury from further duty. The rest of the
jury was questioned, but every man denied
that he bad talked to any of the lawyers

THE ELDER M'KINLEY DYING.

That Is the Intelligenes Wired From Can-
ton by the Governor Himsell,

CorumsUs, Nov, 23.—[Sneial ]—A dis-
pach was received by the Executive Clerk
to -night from Governor MeKinley, at Can-
ton, iu which the Governor states that hin
father is sinking very fast, and It is not
thoueht he will live till morning.

The old gentleman is 85 years old and has
been an 1ron manufacturer for many years,
as well as an uncompromising Republiean,
It is from him that Governor McKinley
first received his teaching on the subject of
proiection.

PITTSBURGERS ROT IN IL

An Offer of 83,250,000 for the Control of
Indlanapolis Car Lines Rejeocted.
» INDIANAPOLIS,Nov. 23, —The controlling
interest in the Citizens’ Street Car Com-
pan{l of Indianapolis to-day passed to one
of the old stockhoiders—S8. W. Allerton.
Parties in Pittsburg mnde m proposition to
take the rosd at $3,250,000, which is $150
per share for the stock and §1,000,000 for the

bonds.
Director Allerton, of Chieago, who bolds

about §500,000 of the stock himself, obtained
jor the other stockholders an option on the
controlling interest.

NEW COAL LAXDS T0 BE OPENED

By tho Buailding of a Raliroad in Indiana
and Cambria Countles.

INDIANA, PA., Noy, 23. —[Special. ] —An-
other rallroad is coming into the Indiana
pounnty .oonl fields, and tracts, com-
prising nearly all the coal ds within 135
miles of Belsano, Cambria county, have
been recently purchased by Philadelphia
and Pittsburg capital

The project 13 to bave the new line from
Belsano to Ebensburg built in the lpﬂ.l1
and an extension of only a few miles wi i
;pon some of the best coal lands in the

tate,

Pennsylvania Women at the Fair.

HARRISBURG, Nov., 23.—0On November
30 o meeting of the Congressiopal delegates
who not as suxiliaries to the Woman’'s
Columbian Committes, will be held in
Philadelphia. The meeting will be the
first general conference held aince the
pointment of the various
throughout the State

FOR CRITCHLOW,

It Didn’t Take the Jury Very
Long to Bring in a Ver-
diet of Not Guilty.

THE 12 MEN OF ONE MIND,

And for the Sake of Appearances
They Smoked for a Time.

J‘dﬂ Eennedy, Apparently, Was No#
Pleassd, and He Curtly Dismissed
the Jury—The Prisoner Overjoyed,
and Congratulates His Attorneys—
An Application Made for Bail on the
Other Indictments, but the Court
Baid There Would BEe Time Enough
Later to Talk About That—District
Attorney Burlelgh Made the Best
Speech for the Commonwealth—Both
Sides Considered the Judge's Charge
Impartial-Tom Marshail Ciosed for

“Not Guilty!"" were the pleasant words
that fell upon the ears of Sylvester Critch-
low as he stood up in the Criminal Court
yesterday afternoon, gnd, from the expres-
sion on his face, it was as mueh of a surprise
to him as it was to Judge Kennedy upon
the bench and the attorneys st the counsel
table.

Thus ends the first of the murder trials
arising from the Homestead riote While
the speedy arrival of the jury at the verdiet
of acquittal certainly surprised everybody
in the case, the majority of thoss who
listened to the evidence and the spesches of

The Poreman of the Jury, Who Resembles
Uncle Sam. . 3

counsel on Tuesday made up their minds
that the defendant had & good deal the best
of the case as it stood then, Dis-
tricc Attorney Baurleigh's wonderfully
sble spesch for the Commonwealth
yesterday made the impartial listener shaky
again about the jury's decision. That was
why nobody expected the jury to make up
their minds in so short o time as a littls
over an hour. They left the box at 3:30
and returned with their verdiet at 4:45. It
is said that in reality they could have de-
livered their verdict when Judge Kennedy
econcluded his charge. The statement is
already made that Mr. Erwin’s impassioned
oratory did the work on Tuesday, and only
one or two jurors showed the slightest de-
sire to render any verdiet but the one
which they finally brought in.
Took n Smoke for a Hall Honr.

It is a fact that after they had retired to
their room they resched an agreement so
quickly that they felt it was only decent in
such an important case to give evidenes of
deliberation, and thersfore sat down for &
half hour’s smoke and gossip befors they
sent word to the Court that they were
ready to speak. Asit was, the jury had to
wait for ten minutes after they bad told
the tipstaves they had a verdict to deliver,
while Judge Kennody was huntad up to re=
convene the court which he nad adjourned
till 6 . 3. Fortunately he had not left
the Court FHouse, o that the jury, as stated
sbove, reached their jury box again as 445

There were lew people in court; Messra
Montooth, Cox and Erwin of counsel for
the defense were there, but none of the
Commonwealth’s attorneys. Distriet At
torney Burleigh came in just after the ver-
aict had been recorded. While the usual
solemn ritoal of the last stage of a murder
trial was enscted Criteblow stood up apd

azed aoxiously at Foreman Roth. His
:lﬂdl were clasped behind him, sad his
eves and mouth twitched nervously, The
word “Not' was no sooner out of the fore-
man’s mouth, however, before s hiﬁ smile
broke cut over Critchlow’s face. y the
time the second word came to complete
the formula of aeyuoitial Critchlow
was remching out for the hands of his
connsel. Judge Kennedy did mot look
pleased, nor did he say anything to show
what his feelings were, but 25 soon as the
verdiet had been reecorded, he eurtly dis-
missed the jury from furtherservice. They
seemmed mighty glad to go.  Critchlow was
remanded tnjaifwawnit trial upon other
charger of murder and riot. His counsel
wanted to raise the question of admitting
him to bail, but Judge Kennedy said that
thers was plenty of time to consider thad
later on. 8o au?body put on his overcoas

and followad the jurors out of court.
Mr. Marshall Didn't Feel Well.

The session began as vsual at 9:30, and
Mr. Marshall spoke for an hour and a hslf,
The venerable attorney complained of ill-
health, bat ke was vigorous enough in his
Janguage, and as usual eanght an the

jury’s attention by his anecdotes and jests,

Televant and otherwise. The oration
lacked, however, the fiery climax which
Mr. Marshall is wont to

Mr. Burlsigh, who followed Mr. Marshall,

was algo in bad shape physi . He
looked Illlnlll.uf pale and jaded and comw
lained of & splitting headache. But that

e dres, I fack, the sbiesh speech
nt ress, in a

:.nui‘;m Commonwenlth's side. His analysla
of tha evidenee was msaterly, and the way
he drove home every fact telling for his
ease and aguinst the defendant evifiently
disturbed the latter’s counsel, who inter-
rupted him fniumﬂy toward the finish.

Besides Judge edy, Judges Porter,
McClung  snd took  seats
on the beneh :. le M Jm

1 '".l ﬂ“ ﬂd‘.
Ixn.mn?r. ed J“udn Magee's atéention to

the force of the Distriet Attorney’s argo-
lﬂoﬂud not




