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A GUEST OF SULTANS

Mrs. French-Sheldon Tells of
Her Reception in the
Dark Continent.

HONORS THICK AND FAST.

As the Bebe-Bwana She Was Almost
Worshiped by the Blacks.

HER ESCAPE FROM A BIG PYTHON.

A Porter Eaten Alive by Hyenas Within
Hearing of Her Camp.

WONDERFUL PHOSPHORESCENT LIGHTS

[CORNESPONDENCRE OF THE DISPATCH.)

New York, April 22—The impression
which those who meet Mrs. French-Sheldon
tor the first time receive is one of surprise,
sud thst is particularly true when presenta.
tion takes place in her private parlors,
where she isable to throw mside restraint
gnd dignity. I! the impression were put
into spoken words people would say to her:
“What, are you actually Mrs French-
Sheldon, the identical woman who organized

for more than than two hours st a time dur
ing the entire expedition. I felt something
cold,slimy, ah! horrible.’* Here Mrs Shei-
don shuddered and closed her eyes as though
the recollection of that experience gave her
an awiul sense of her nearvess to & horrible
death,

“I realized that in some way s pythoa
had got through the guard and got upon my
palanguin. I bad strength enough to give
a signal, the one which summoned my
guard to my assistance. In mn instant the
men were there, and then I heard a horrible
sound of entting and slashing and shouting
and chattering, as though they were them-
selves in terror. In five minutes all was
quiet, and in that time these men had liter-
ally cut that python into inch pieces
There is nothing they dread so_much, noth-
hich they wish so completely to de-

ing w
strov.”

Of course,this anecdote possible
experiences with other wild and ser-

pents, and I asked Mrs. Sheldon if she had
any. She said she only saw three or four
poisonous reptiles, and was not a’raid of
them. They had a slight sdventure with
three lions and they ssw some elephants,
but as she had not taken the dition as
& mere hunting expedition snd did not look
for wild beasts they seldom encountered
them. 1In the night time they used to hear
the cries of the beaste

A -Porter Devoured by Hyenas.

An expression of sadness came to Mra
Bheldon's face just then, and she said: “I
do ot like to think sbout the beasts, for
we did have one horrible sdventure. One
of my most faithful body servants, a
solendid fellow, wandered from the camp
one night and very foolishly. The first we
knew that he was away was when we heard
the most appa'ling shrieks, and then we
knew that the poor fellow had iallen a prey
to the hyenas or jackals  His shrieks ring
in my ears now, They {r\dndl{ grew
fainter and fainter, althongh the other men
were hurrying with torches lighted to his
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FROM OXE OF MRS. SHELDON'S PHOTOGRAPHS

sn expedition and took it into KEastern
Afries, s far awav from the constas Chicago
is from New York?”

She is so0 slight of figure, so gentle and
vnessuming in manner, so feminine in her
wavs and so utterlr without affectation that
it seemns as though the story of her exploits
raust have been really a fiction, just such a
romance ns she has herselt written when
she was known as & writer of novels and as
the trauslstor of Flaubert's masterpiece,
“Salammbo. ™

Anv interview with her which attempted
¢n get forth in consecutive detail the story
of her trip would be formal snd would lose
the piguanoy with which she spesks of in-
cidents as they occur to her hap-hazard, so
to speak. During a chat with her the first
impressions are of the woman. Her per-
sonality asserts itself so speedily and her
enthusiasm i 80 impressively demonstrative
that those with whom she converses are
compelled to think first of her, afterward
of ber achievement

How She Impressed the Chiefs,

Tt is very natural therefore that the
question the writer put Mrs Sheldon, after
formalities of greeting were over, was:
“Mrs Sheldon, why did you do it?" She
smiled for & moment ss though amused at
the guestion, seeming to think that the im-
portance of the work, if there was any, was
in what she bad accomplished and not why
it bad occurred to bher to attempt it. .But
she mnswered and then called to her
pecratary and esked him to bring the
dress in which she appeared before
the Sulten and the chiefs of the tribes which
] visited, Thers was a rastling of
tin an sdjoining room, and a moment
or & young man came bearing in his arms
uperh garment. The ekirt was of white
d silk, overiaid with eilver lnce. The
c ge was verv hearv, being also elabor-
ately trimmed and decorated with silver,
and the cap or helmnt was, of itself, a work
o! brilliapcy and art. How Mra Sheldon
ever endured such s garment in & country
where the heat of the tropies always prevails
was 2 mystery and she only explained it by
ssving that spe had to,

She must have been a gorgeous and im-
pressive person as she appeared before the
chiefs and Sultans in this dress. Of course
it would be an impessihle costume to wear
in any eivilized country, although beautitnl
to look mt, But it had precisely the effect
she intended of impressing the big men of
ihe tribe with her majesty and power. It
nlso inspired great curiosity and the people
npproached it with a feeling something like
swe, and begged to touch it if they might be
permitted to do 1t, as though their sense of
wonder and admirstion would be increased
were they allowed ever so gently to put
their finger upon it

The secretary carefully folded it up and
earried it away as though it was perhaps the
choicest relie, as in some respects it was the
most important of her expeﬂ;:ion.

Fhotos of Her Binck Giants,

Littered about the parlor were may pho-
tographs, and one representing a dozen
mujestic specimens of negro physicsl
sirength eanght my eve for an instant, sod
Mra Sheldon evidently seeing that I was
interested took up the photograph and said:
“These were sowe of my porters, and did
you ever ses finer specimens of physieal
manhood than they are. And the devotion
of these men niter they eame to know me
and respect my suthority was something
touching. T hed & flag made, upon which
was the motto, ‘Noli tanpere.’ It was
abrolutelr necessary to impress these
people with the idea that I was not
10 tonched, that they must not lay
a finger upon me  This was neessary
uot only for my personal protection but also
to inspire them with the idea of superior
presence, #o to speak, for that would enable
me to mmioisin sabsolute command over
them by reason of both fear and respect.
The mweaning of the motto, Noli tangere, was
conveved tothem through interpreters when
we started upon the expedition, sand there
was noi & moment from the time we left the
eoast till we returned when they did not
obey that command. T want to say that I
never was subjected even to the annovanes
of discourtesy, and that is sowething which
1 bhave had to subwit to sinee 1 bave been
in New York, for only the other might an
insolent brute scized me by the armas I
was pissing from mr liotel to my carriage.”

1 nsked Mra Sheldon where she found
these porters and she said that she was not
sble to obitain them until she arrived at
Zaoribar. There she was received by the
Sultan and that paltry chief must have been
mightily impressed by her presence and her
pleading, for through his aid she obtained
135 preat strapping musculsr Afrieans, and
with them she started upon ber expedition.

Narrow Escape From a Python,

To illustrate the watchfulness of these
men Mre Sheldon went to her cabinet and
tock from it s photograph of four Africans
nod she said, “The watohfulness and mar-
velous guickness of these men unquestion-
ably prevented me one might from being
erushed to death by a python. I was asleep
in my¥ palanquin. Not exaotly sieeping but
drowsy, for 1 do not suppose I slept soundly
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reseue.  All that they found of him was &
few mangled remsinse The hyenas had
actually devoured him alive.”

I asked Mrs Sheldon about the manner of
her marching. She said that they averaged
abont 25 or 30 miles s day, encamping at
night wherever s oconvenient place was
found, and sometimes marching all night,
At the various settlements which she
reached she found the chiefs courteous and
cordinl. Sowe of them would not have per-
miited s white man to enter their ﬁl].a.ge}
for they had grown distrustful of some o
the explorers and hpnters, but the story of
the coming of one om thev called Bebe.
bwana reached these chiefs, and they
regarded her as something of & super
patural being. Bebe means woman, or i
more equivalent to the mesning originally
applied to the word lady, that is, a
woman of high caste, much power and in-
fluence. Bwann means master, and plenty
of bwanas or white masters have been in
that eountry, most of whom did not leave
very good reputationa Bome were licen.
tious, some cruel, some deceitful, so that
prejudice has arisen sgainst them. But
pow there was coming & bebe-bwans, a
woman master who was said to be powerful,
truthful and kind, and the chiefs were anx-
ious to see such a person, to exchange com.
pliments with ber and presents.

Without a Shred o! Clothing,

TWith the exception of one village which
lies right in the track of the caravans and
where Earopean vice has been introduced,
Mrs. Sheldon found sll these people decor-

ons, modest, gentle, but perfeel naturals,

meaning by that that they were without tha

elightest suggestion of the mannerisms or

flerelepmenu which accompany civiliza-
on.

“Why,"” smid Mrs. BSheldon, speakin
with Erut dignity and modesty of mnez
herself, “in many of these villages the
people wore not & shred of clothing, and yet
their manner was such, their perfect nn-
consciousness so great, that it was im
eible to take offense, for they had none
among themselves. I made some inguiries
and found that their code of morals was

riect, and that licentiousness as we

now it does not exist. To be sure some of
them practiee polygainr, hut the husbands
and their wives live acoording to their code
in a perfeotly an state of domestic hap-

inesi. Ooe of the most impressive lessons

think I received in that country was that
of the purity of morals of these uncontami-
nated people, and I wonder if it is true that
those whom I call the patursls are after all
the only virtnous people, taking them
right through and through, that are to be
found.”

Characteristics of the Women,

I asked Mre. Sheldon to deseribe some of
the costumes of the lgeopls whom she met
“Well," she said, “I was particularly in-
terested in the women aud children, and I
probably got more of their eonfidence than
any male traveler could ever obtain. These
women anfl children are oaturally just as
domestie, just as devoted as the best of the
Europeans, and I must say just as fond of
jewelry. 1t was interesting to see the
mothers put little bells upon the ankles of
their babies o as to encourage them to walk,
And I was delighted snd amused often to
witness the harmless vanity with which they
decorated themselves with bracelets, snklets,
armlets and girdles of beads.” They were
very curious and inquisitive, ssking Mrs.
Sheldon much abont her dresses, her cos-
tumes and her ornaments and were ex-
traordinarily imitative, some of them tg;
at once to make for themselves out of
cloth with which she presented them gar-
ments of similar constroction, Bome of
them with m listle education would make
excellent dremmakers,

Here it would be interesting tolet Mra
Bheldoy herself desori socident
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nearly made a fact of the prophecy of thoss
who said that she would never come out of
Afriea alive. Four men were earrving her
in her palanquin on a bridge made of rough
green logs over the Rutfus river. They were
some 60 fest above the water. The bark
made the logs treacherous and slippery, and
of s sudden the feet of h::ﬂrorun ve WAy
and she and they were p i into the
stream., She was rescued just in time to
save her life and was not seriously injured
except that the shock in her debilitated con-
dition brought on nervons prossration. Her
porters were severely bruLa. but none of
them were drowned.
Didn't Come Back Unscarred.

After they reached the coast Mra Shel-
don was prostrated completely, and for s
o e Rl vl e

to to her 5-
tion ,;nd very largely toh{rlo-uf slesp,
perhaps partly to the resction from the ex-

Moyt Routaof

g-.,.ir-a Shillen
Mrs. French-Sheldon.

citement of the journey. Asthough thai
was not_enough, a mouscon on the
return Mrs. Sheldon was pitched against
the side of the ship, severely wounded in
the head, sud the scars of that frightful in-
jury mre still visible npon her temple, and
when she brushes her eurly hair aside can
be seen extending far back in the scalp.

“By the way,” she mid, *“I am going
agsin, I know exactly where that stone
spear which the chief revealed to me a3 a
secret treasure lies hidden, and I am going
to get it. I am not going to steal it from
him, either. I am going to buy or borrow
it, and my impression is that it will prove a
most important mhmlo?iul treasure, I
would not be surprised if by it connection
could be traced between these people and
the early tiaos "’

“What o e natural features in that
part of tropical East Africa pleased you
chiefly?" 1 asked.

Wonderfal Phosph t Lights.

“Oh, everything. It was all eo fascinat-
ing, so strange, so interesting. There was
not & moment when my mind was not ocou-
gind. not & tedious instant upon ihe entire

ourney. But perhaps,” and here Mra

heldon seemed to be meditating a moment,
“perhaps the phosphorescent mists were the
most weird and peculiar of all the sights I
saw. Inever heard them spoken of as a
pearing in that country, and I wonder if
any explorer has ever seen them there,
These mists are of the same effect as that
which the glow-worm produces, except that

they gre immense in ares and mag-
pificent in brilliancy. They seem
to ariss and to contain some qual-

ity, either phosphorescent or elec-
tr{ul. so shat their appearance upon the
plaine and in the valleys suggests to some
extent that of the surora. The natives will
plunge into them, wave their spears or
clubs, and it looks as though these weapons
had become incandescent. I must say that
I was\awe-struck by the ﬂfht, and vet it
rested me to look at this glowing disturb-
ance of the local atmosphere.

“And then the verdure of Fast Afriea is
something ‘wonderful. Perbaps it is that
which makes those natives so wonderfully
far-sighted. It caanot be that, however,
which gives them such remarkable powers
of h ni. I have seen mea lie upon their
bellies and make a peculiar, not loud ut-
terance, which has been heard and responded
to by others who seemed to be a mile or
two away. I presume that is made possible
by some liar quality of the atmos-

ere which carries sound made in a certain
way for a long distance.” TJIE

MAY MUSIC FESTIVAL

MOZART CLUB,
. P. McCOLLUM, Conductar, '

Boston lenllghony Orchestra.

ARTHUR SCH, Condnctor,

With the sminent soloists: Eugen IVAl-
bert, Mr. and Mrs, Geo Henschel, Miss
Adelaide Foresman, Gardner B, E,
H. Dermitt and Panl Zimmerman,

OLYD COITY HALL, MAY 12, 18 and 14

Beason tickets, §& single aneu& §2: gal.
lery, 8L Bale of meason tickets Wednesday,
May 4 Single tickets on und after Thurs-
day, May 5 at MELLOR & HOENES, 71
Fifth avenne. spﬂ-h

HARRIS' THEATER.

Mrs, P, Harris, R. L, Britton, T. F. Dean,
FProprietors and Managers,

Popular Prices Always Prevail at
Harris’ Theater,

10, 15 and 25 Cents!
WEEK COMMENCING MORDAY, APRIL 2.

Every Afternoon and Evening.

The young, bright and winsome soubrette,

LITTLE BOLDIE,

In the realistic Comedy Drama,

THE
Rocky Mountain Wai f_ “:::::: ;::::.:.m in 800 Nights at the Bijou Theater, N‘:p;:.mm The Deat Company in Amerfea.
Bow sad Bt By | o e i /|  Special Matinee
The Great Snow Storm ::kml;llul.u of Bellevue Hospital, New H ARBY w L]AMS 0 P E H A
In the Rooky Mountains, eradunlly clearing
SR | DN FOTIENONER, |, e GHAN
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S S oucmar ot THE INDAN MUSIGANS. | st s | SN DIVGING ACADEHY,
Saturday.
= TH E ™ EATEH. 63, 65 and 67 Fourth ave., d floor.
_— = GODDESS FLORA'S (. @
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I.I. 5 MAH IN[ HAN[I Emerson & Clark's Vandevlles DONNES | (LUMBIA'S NATIONAL PAGEANT.
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LR HARIE DBCCH |mmwe cmtie=eeen | VRES s - ot Cnme
Court Masician from Madrid, HARDING & AH 81D, Calcium Lights!
AR ORENN THE AMANNS, lm CHIP, Brilliant and Catchy Music!
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ap2s-28 Charscter Sketoh Artists, OoF J. RIYER W:BT, Prof. P. Schwartz, Dirgctor.
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e o ] R g P L mu wens. | LAFAYETTE HALL,
S s saa , STARG. |- M DEvERe | FOURTH AVE. AND WOOD ST.
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NEW ADVERTISEMENTL

The Leading Amusement Resort for Ladies
and Children.

WEEK BEGINNING

MONDAY, APRIL 25.

CURIO HALL.

Nt oo J Som,

WORLD'S GREATEST MIND READER,
Human Thought Magnet

SPRTUALISTIE MEDIUN,
Skeptics Especially Invited,

And several other features.

THEATER.

THE TWO BEES

SPECIALTY COMPANY.
- DALY & PEARL,

America's m&muuuvam Faca
wedians.

MISS MILLIE OLIVE,

Wondertul Juggling Feats,

CHAS. H. KING,

The Original Banjo King and Comedian,

TANNER & DOWLEY,

In their originsl not,

“The Jailer and the Convict.”

TheIrish Linnet,
MISS NELLIE DALY.
The Famous Footlight Favorites,

THE TWO BEES.

lmuhmlmot_hm

ADMISSION, 10 CENTS.
apas

DUQUESNE,

WEEK OF MAY 8,

MODJESKA,

And her own company of players

—T W

REPERTOIRE.

Sale of Seats Begins Thurs-
day Morning Next at
9 0’clock.

PITTSEURG'S
LEADING
THEATER.

apid-02

HARRY DAVIS
FFTH AENUE MUSEUM

FAMILY THEATER.

wercne APRIL 25.

COMMENCING

DOT SUNWELL,

THIS

FIRST CIRCUS s
10-MORROW

NIGHT
AND ALL THE WEEK.

Matinees Wednesday and Satarday.

POPULAR WITH THE PEOPLE.
UNDER THE DIRECTION OF : : § @

THEATRE

B. M GULICK & CO.

FIRST TIME

The Farce Comedians may come, |
The Farce Comedians may g0,
There Is but one Nellle MeHenry

And one Big Show,

HRST CIRGUS

HERE |

THIS SEASON.

THE BLAZING SUN OF THE FARCE-COMEDY SKY.

THE SOUL-TICKLING

LAUGH-INSPIRING  CIRCO-COMEDY

JOLLY
NELLIE

MEHENGT

THE AUTOGRATIG EMPRESS

THE TALK OF NEW YORK GITY

OF THE

ITIS A JEHMTIDN

FARCE-COMEDY WORLD.

XT IS A REVELATION

NIGHT

AT

THE
CIRCUS

BY H. GREATTAN DONNELLY, ESQ,

(The Best Thing He Ever Produced)
Author of “NATURAL GAS” “LATER ON,” Eta |

ALL IN ONC HING AND UNDER ONE GANVAS,

PRESENTED HERE WITH THE SAME
CAST AND EFFECTS AS SEEN AT THE

NELLIE McHENRY'S

GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH

HERE

e,

i

BIJOU THEATER, NEW YORK CITY,
The One Brilliant, Sweeping, Matchless and Overwhelming |

'SUCCESS OF THE SEASON!

WHERE IT
ACHIEVED

_—

ADMITS TO ALL.

ONE TICKET

Caarees L. Davis............Owner and Manager.

THEATER. |

| TO-MORROW NIGHT. SERVED SEAT§___ e snd Wbing Hanaes © apis ||
THE ALVIN THEATER. DUQUESNEIHN —_—

.70—FIRE EXITS—70
BEGINNING MONDAY, APRIL 25

ONLY MATINEE SATURDAY.

AGatLLs GOMEDIANS

The New York Bijou Theater Home Company and America's Danocar,

-===MELIA GLOVER.=

BWEATNAM, DALY, ELDRIDGH,
BCHOOLORAFT, HAVERLY, CLEVELAND,
MIRON, WITMARK, EELSO,
BEAMAN, WARFL UART,
MULLALLY, JACKSON, WELLER.

PRESENTING THE

NEW CITY DIRECTORY

=OLEOP

One Week, Commencing Monday, April 25. |

MATINEE SATURDAY ONLY, AT 1480 F. M, SHARPF, '

FANNY

DAYERP Un

Supported by MELBOURNE MacDOWELL, and her own Company, nander
the Mansgement of MARCUS K. MAYER.

'S

ATRA=-

SARDOU

a4

the personal supervision of

FANNY DAVENPORT.

Orders by Matt Recelve Prompt Attention.

NEXT ATTRACTION-—--MODJESKA.

RIGHT UP TO DATE. E

ap2? 9.

GRAN

OPERA
HOUSE.

Mr. E. D. Wilt............cceeev-...... Proprietor and Manager.

ONE WEEK, COMMENCING APRIL 25.

INTERPRETED

A PERFECT FRODUCTION OF THE BEST AND FUNNIEST MUSICAL FARCH
COMEDY IN THE UNI

A BREELY

TIME

BY

E. B. FITZ AND KATHRYN WEBSTER,

Assisted by s Capable Company of Comedians Under the Direction of

MR. DANIELSHELBY.

ALL LAUGHTER AND MUSICAL HARMONY.

@irls, The Prettiest.

Music, The Latest and Swestest

Dancers, World-Renowned and Greatest.
Comedians, Brightest and Wittiest.

YOU BUY THE TICKET, WE'LL DO THE REST.

Matinees Woednesiay and Saturday—20¢, 50¢, Reserved.

NEXT WEEE—The Latest Farce Comedy, THE VOODOO.

PRICES, 15, 25, 50 AND 75 CTS.

spe




