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CITY ASSESSMENTS AND TAXES

Commenting upon the inerease of vala-
ations, Tue Disraren has urged, as the
only practical way of ensuring that it .do
not increase the tax-druft upon citizons’
pockets, voters insist upon  pledees from
Councilmen to reduece the millage in pro-
portion as the ageregate of valuation may
be increased Our cotemporary, the
Lasader, which, while honest in its pur-
poses, is sometimes inaccurate in its per- |
eeptions and hasty in its conclusions, is
not satisfied with this. It thinks nothing
pan be had by pledging Councilmen and
Councilmanie candidates now,and that in-
diseriminate bernting of the Asseesors will
best eheck the tendency to municipal ex-
travagance,

If our eotemporary can point out any
better plan than Tue DisPATOR urges
—that of limiting the appropriations
to last year's schedule, and insisting
upon redueing the millage by as much as
the aggregate of valuation is larger than
last vear's aggregate—we will be glad to
necept and push the amendment, But it
is hardly necessary to say that it isin
Councils the spending power lies; that by
them, if at all, retrenchment must be con-
gidered; and that unless public opinion is
brought to bear upon Councils, upon can-
didates and setting Councilmen—the most
immedinte and effective means of keen-
ing down the taxes is Jost sichtof. In
short, it is the funchion of Councils fo =iz
what the gross sum of city expenditur:s
is to be; and the function of the Assessors
Is simply the distribution ot this burden
upon individual taxpayers aceording fo
the wvalue of their holdings.  Suppose
Councils increase the appropriations—will
not the taxpayers have to put their hands
in their pockets to meet the increase, re-
gardiess of the general seale of the val-
ustions ?

Extravagant, nnnecessary and wasteful
expenditures must be fought. Items must
be scrutinized and a limit set to elty ex-
penditures, This implies immediate com-
munieation by taxpayers with their sit-
ting Councilman and with Councilmanic
candidates. To do this does not imply
neglect of exorbitant valuations. While
pointing out, as justice required, the fact
that hitherto valustions have often heen
very much under in place of over “cash
values,” and that the Assessors are not to
be blamed so far as they go honestly ne-
cording to their lights in determining
“eash values,” Trr DispaTca has by no
meansapproved their jndgment inall cases,
It hes pointed out that they have erred
undoubtedly ina great number of eases in
assuming too high general values in a
neighborhood from special sales governad
by special motives, and that they makea
great mistake in assuming that all the res-
idence property and vacant ground in the
rural wards could be put upon ths market
and sold at the prices that at
intervals are paid for occssionnl lots
All "this will have to be corrected:
and if it is not corrected it is the
duty which every taxpayer owes to lis
pocket and to his sense of equily to ecarry
bis appeal to the courts. But it isuo jess
the duty of the Assessors to raise manifest
under-valustions when they meet such
upon their books, and of these there have
been many.

Essential as it is for every one who feels
that he is imposed wpon by an assessment
above “‘cash value™ to resist to the end, it
is still more important to bring public
opinlon to bear upon Councils to keep
down the city expenses.  Now is the op-
portunity, when the city clections are so
close at hand and when men who refuse
to pledge themselves can be rejected at
the polls. As the taxes fall in the end
upon the people who do the voting—not
merely upon the real estate owner—it is
precisely the businessof those who intend
to go to the polls to take pains to know
beforehand whether they are or are not
voting for an increased burden on them-
selves next vear

In short, it is only by vigorous insist.
ence upon a reduction of millage corre-
sponding to the inerease of wvaluations
that any increase of valuation can be de-
prived of its sting. DBut in doing this it by |
1o means follows that every raise of valu.
ation which has been made by the Asses- |
sors 18 unjust. There are many cases of |
over-valuation we feel assured: but it
wounld also doubtless be found that pre-
viously there were very many more cases
of under-valuation. The over-valuations
can and should be brought to court if the |
Assessors do not on revision give relief
Meanwhile the more imperative dufy of
looking after the appropriations by Csuu-
clls presses for attention.

THE STRIKE DISTURBANCES

The proclamation of the Sherill of the
county in the matter of the passenger
railway strike in Allegheny lrings the |
Cemonsiration over there dircetly within |
the vigilance and pale of the law.  Every |
cae should nnderstand ‘the line at which
ranifestations of sympathy, which are
Inwful, end, and manifestutions of disor-
deg, violence and riot, which are uniaw-
ful, begin. I needs no exposition of the
statutes to convey this perception to the
most ordinary mind. But it will be well
1o remember that between expressing dis-
approval of the policy of a railwav corpor-
7. on, and breaking the prace of the State
ti-«re is & momentons difierence, attended
I serious resalts to those eoncerned.

On behalf of the best interests of labor,
viclence in conneclion with sirikes s
aivays to be deplored and in unmistaka-
Ll¢ terms condemned. With a serious
breaking of the peace public sympathy, no
matter how sitrong previously, is neces-

 Judging the final correciness of the resuit,

| Government or to our representatives of
| any grade, there will be n unanimous ex-

claimed law, whose decrees must he res-
pected at all hazard of temper or Interest.

1t secms necessary to call attention to
this phase of the ease rather more in
respeet o the erowds which gather in Al
lecheny to express sympathy for ihe
strikers than in regard to the strikers
themseives. It Is usually the sympa-
thizers who averstep the law: and most
generally they and the cause they sympa-
thize with are they sufferers in conse-
quence,

THE QUESTION OF YWAR.

The President has sent in his messageto
Congress, which amounts to a practical
deelaration of his position on the war plat-
form. This is shown not only by the
tenor of the text, but in the very fact of
its having been sent; a message on the sub-
jret having been foreshadowed as to come
only if it were deemed necessary o ask
for the action of Congress, and the only
positive aetion which Congrass can take in |
the matter is a declaration of war.,

The considerations advanced by the

this grave step ean be more fully learned
by reading his messare than by a snmmary
here. With some of his positions there is
little fault ™ find, but as a means of

it is well to study the whole history of the
ease.  The documents aceompanying the
message, it muost be remembered, give |
only the side of the ease presented by rep-
resentatives of the United States who
have already been shown to have sup-
pressed  and misrepresented important
factors in the chain of events: but even
that ex parfe statement does not conceal
some important facts. To begin at the
beginning, it is shown that during the war
for representative government, Mr. Egan,
in the language of the telegraphic sum-
mary, “had an abiding faith in the ulti-
mate triumph of Balmaceda over hiz ene-
mies” and the downfall of the insurgent
cause; Admiral MeCann declared that
“Balmaceda is the master of the situa-
tion;" and on June 12, while negotiating
with Senor Ermazuriz, the Congressionalist
leader, artlessly aided the mediatory nego-
tiation by telling the Congressionalists
that “the Government at Santiago cannot
be disturbed.” After these displays by
the representatives of the United States,
is it any woniler that the Congressionalists
took the opportunity to show that the
Government at Santiago conld be dis-
turbed, and did not entertain especially
friendly sentiments to the United States?

This unfriendly feeling on the part of
the popuiace undoubtedly produced the
Valparniso riot. Whether the conflict be-
tween the sailors and the mob involved
the Chilenn Government fo any degree
depends on whether the police suppressed
tire riot or took part in it. On this ques-
tion there is an issue of fact. One con-
clusion is expressed as the result of the
investigation of the Chilean courts; an-
other as the resnlf of naval investigations,
Baoth are to a certain degree ex parte; but
hoth sides were represented in the Chilean
courts, and moreover that method of set-
tling the question is exaetly what was
laid down asa rule of international law
by the United States in the New Orleans
affair, namely, that the trial of the case
must be according to the constiltutional
forms of the country where the distorb-
anee took place.  While there have been
attempts to sappress the fact, itis a vital
share of the controversy that the Chilean
Government, while disclaiming respon-
sibility, have from the first promised full
investigation and punishment of the guilty
parties, and have already earried that
pledge nearer fulfillment than our Govern-
ment was ever able to doin the case of
its own mohs.

Under these circnmstances the Chilean
Government has formally rendered to the

HUW TO BEAT THEM,

In a suit going on between two stars of
the first and perhaps the thivd magnitude,
in the plapetary system of stock manipula-
tion, Mr. John W. Mackay and Mr. Edwin
8. Stokes, an important prineiple was in-
troduced in the evidence. A letter was
produced written by the bonanza king in
which he gave the sage advice to Stokes
that “the only way to beat Jay Gould is to
leave him alone. ™

The advice was intended to apply di-
rectly to Wall street operators, but it has
an equal walus for the gemeral public
The only sure way to beat tacticians of
the Gould stamp isto let them alone.
Gould’s snceess in amassing unnumbered

millions has been due to the fact that he

could always find vietims who imagined
that they could play suecessfully at the
game of Wall street with the other side
holding the loaded dice. When the pub-
lic makes up its mind ta let Gould and all
his so-called securilies severely alone, Mr.
Gould’s game asa Wall street manipulator
will be completely heaten.

The ruie applies to others than Gould.
Wherever there is a corporation stock, or
the certificates of a combination of cor-
porations, under the control of one or a
clique of operators, the only way to get
the better of them is ndicated by Mack-

| 8¥'s apothegm. We violate no confidence

in the assertion that- the outsiders who
thought they could bet successfully on
mining stocks in the days when Johm W.
Mackay and his partners ruled the Vir-
ginia City bonanza found themselves at
the end with a large stock of experience
and with the money in the hands of the
bonanza quadrilateral.

Mr. Mackay’s rule is indisputable; but
the most convineing demonstration of it is
the manner in which the fleecing of_ the
lambs has been carried on until there are
no more left to support Wall street with
their innocenee. ’

THY. INTERNATIONAL PROPOSITION.

There is no possible objection to the
proposition to invite the European Gov-
ernments to a needed conference on the
silver question. Although therelis little
chance of the invitation being accepted it
is properly wifhin the poliey of the United
States to frequently intimate to Europe
that this country is ready to join inan
international conference for the purpose
of restoring the monetary function to
silver,

The great mass of the people of the
United States believe that silver should be
used as money. The legislation of the
Government is based on that conviction,
and while there is the widest possible dif-
feremca of opinion as to the besiz on which
silverecoinage should rest, it is an attitude
which we ean well adopt as a nation that
we are in favor of an international agree-
ment to restore silver on a conservative
and stable basis.

But to entertain the idea of a ratio of
151¢ to 1 as between silver and gold when
the ratio of bullion value is over 20to 1 is
eimply to condemn the projectin its incep-
tion. If the United States would propose a
conference for the rehabilitation of silver
on the basis of actual bullion value it would
make a strong appeal to the solid sense of
the European bimetallists,

It shonld be clearly understood that true
patriotism does not involve the mornl sup-
port of one’s country against one's sense of
Justice. Were it not for the many state-
ments which have recently appeared to the
contrary, it would be piatitudinarisn to as-
sert that neither patriotism nor any other
fealing should invalidate the dietum of the
individual conscience. It Is patriotie to
make private opinion give way toan unguull-
fled support of any national cause to which
the Government is irrevoeably committed,
but it is no less patriotic befors suech a posi-

United States Government the following % fion has been reached to agitate for a decls-

expression of feeling:

1 have also received special instruotions
to stete to tho Government of the United
States that the Government of Chile has
feit ¥ary =incere rezret for the unfortunate
events which occarred in Valparaiso on the
10th of October. Although incidents of this
naturs are not rare in ports frequented by
sallors of varions nationnlities, the fact that
deaths and wounds were eaused in this dis.
turhanee, the zeal with which the Chilean
anthorities are accustomed to wateh aver
the personal security of all who tread its
tervitory, the fact that persons employed in
the service of a friendly nation were con-
cerned, the frank desire for Ameriean cor-
dislity which my Government entertains,
have led it to cordinlly deplore the afore-
eald disinrbanes and to do everything in its
nower toward the trul and punishment of

the guilty parries,

It i= for Congress to decide whether,
after this declaration of “sincere regret™
and the renewalof the pledge for ““the trial
and pnnishment of the guilty parties,” it
is becoming for a great nation to insist on
making war against a emall one, becanse
it wants the more abject terms used.
We eannot but regard the President’s
eriticism of this language as inspired by
the feeling that we must have war with
Chile, in order to cover the blunders of
our Government which cansed the incep-
tion of the ill-feeling.  The attitnde of the
Chilean Government indicates that a little
tolerstion and conciliation would win
from it an even more positive disavowal
of the riot.

The decision of Congress will donbiless
be made in & few days. It is to be
hoped that it will decide against going
into a costly and, at best, inglorious war,
on mere question of language.

If the people of this country are once
satisfied that Chile will not make full
reparation for any wrongs or insult to our

pression for war; and in any event, If war
is declared, there will be but one feeling—
but meantime there are enough features
of the case to warrant Congress in making
quite sure it is right before going abead.

THE WAR PARTY'S LEADER.

It is pleasant to know that the new po-
litical forees which have been howling for
wir, have got a leader. Mr. John L. Sul-

ivan has declared himself, and is nowa
leader of the Jingoes. Mr. Sullivan’s
platform is built on the lines of the
average Jingo editorial, and asserts that
“them Chileans has done us enough dirt,
and ought to be wiped off the face of the
earth, seel”

This reinforeement to the ranks of the
war party will be a powerful factor, not
only because of the large intelligent con-
gtituency which Sullivan represents, but
because it is a distinet aceession to the
fighting power of the party. Outside of
the nava! contingent’ which hungers for
promotion and prize-money there has
been a drendiul suspicion that the most
Bbioodthirsty members of the war party
were those who expeet other men to do
the fighting. Mr. Sullivan’s character as
a warrior will Jend dignity to the bel-
ligerent ecause and proteet it from the
above accusation—at least within Sulli-
van's hearing. =

There have been intimations that the

- -] "
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fon which aecords with one's own fesling of
right.

Mr. CrOKER has malle his debut as hu-
morons writer. In hisarticleon Tammany
in theNorth American Review he not only sdyvs
that institution is devoted to “correct prin-
ciples nnd publir usefulness,” but he also
states that New York streets are clean,

Bexsamiy HAarursox is often known as
the little man with the big hat, but be never
before so clearly demonstrated that a
swelled head necessitated an sbnormally

large covering.

A NOTICEABLE feature ot the Chilean
controversy is the hinpetos that has been
given to the study of South American geog-
raphy.

Tae statement that Mr. Hill will use the
majority that he is golng to secure of the
New York delesation in his own interest or
in opposidon to Mr. Cleveland is some-
what redundunt In its form of expression,
Opposition to Cleveland §s fn Hill's inter-
est and H's interestas are confessedly in-
compatible with Cleveland’'a,

HOWEVER many enemies he may make,
thereare two things of which no man can
accuse Sockless Jerry Simpson, He fsnots
fop, and he has no luck of s flow of lauguage
that 15 unique for l1s pleturesqueness.

Tre whistle-blowing and general noisy
symptoms prevalentas the Ohio's departure
from Philadelphia were as mnothing to the
rowdyism displayed of late in many news-

papers. .
THu1s country and Chile have gotian into

a pretty pichle betwesn them. But then
Chile is always assoclated with pickles,

IT was once remarked of an Englishman
of prominence that *what time lia can spare
from the adornment of his prrson he devotes
to the neglect of his duty.” To sult Ameri-
can politicians this might be paraphrased.
What time they can spare from the lining of
their own pockots thoy devote to the neglecs
of their duties to the Natfon.

I¥ Chile stubbornly refuses to do its duty
and draws Unele Sam's fire, Italy may ke
it into its head to get eoven with us for that
New Orieans unpleasantness, and sthen—
well, it will be more interesting.

SoME Chileans, at all events, give every
evidence of pacifie inclinationa sinece the
site for the Chilean buliding at the World's
Fair was approved yesterday.

WaR and rumors of war, and mud snd
rumors of more mud, are respeotively the na-
tionul and locul topics at present.

Tar song which hus found a leading
plnoe in the President's second term roper-
toire is “We don't want to flght, but, by
Jingo, if we do." while Chile's treble warb-
ling ~*Call him back agnin,” is hardly heard
at this distancs in the din of warlike
preparation.

It is a remarkable coincidence that in an
exact proportion to the inorease of moad on
the roads is the wonderfnl precision with
which the street cars are carried just be-
yond tho less muddy crossings.

THE only thing that has beesn lowered
since thie Assessors finlshed thelr work is
the esteem in which those officials have
Dbean held by the taxpayers, -

OursiDERS who have any doubts about
w0 the news in

our patriotism are referred

-

Mossaze— Applauss Follows Its Readinz
in Both Branches Irrespective of Farty
—Anlmated Scenrs,

Wasnixerox, D. €., Jan, 25.—It was
evident at the Senate end of the Capitol to-
day that n large number of American oiti-
zens had come to the conclusion that they
could “sniff the battle from afar.” A grest
many people felt eonvineed that war with
Chile was imminent,so they crowded into the
snlleries some time before the Senate assom-
bled. There was [ittla interest taken in the
rousine proceedings: sverybody was wait-
ing for the message, and no one would be
sntisfled with anything less.

Some little atteation was paid Dby the
Iadies in the Damocratic reserved gallery to
a magnificant floral tribute which adorned
the desk of Senmtor Gibson, of Maryland,
and a few strangers amused themselves hy
guessing who the various Senators wera.
Bills were introduced and referred, commit-
tees reported and other regninr bnsiness
was attended to with that same calmness
which is ordinarily in eciremlation at the
northern end of the big dbuilding, and which
distinguishes the proceedings of the Senate
from the proceadings of the House.

Business Gives Way to the Message.

Mr. Hoar, from the Committee on Privi-
leges and Elections, made a report in the
case of Senator Chilton, of Texas, conclud-
ing with the resolution that Mr. Chilton is
entitled to hold his seat. He said he wonid
not a5k notion upon it at the present time.

At 12:40 o’clock Seeretary Halford entered
the chinmber, closery follwaed by Secretay
Proden. Captain Bassett lost no time in
getting to the door, and then the rezular
order was interrupted by Vice President
Morton's anpouncement that the Seante
would recsive u message from the House of
Representatives. He instantly corrected
himseif and said: “The President of the
United States,”

1t was but five minntes short of 1 o'clock
when the presentation of petitions for the
pnssage of the Torrey bankruptcy bill or the
closing of the World's Fasir on the Lovd's
day, eame toan end. Then the message was
formally Inid before thie Senate, and & min-
ute later Chisf Clerk Johnston toread
the fnterestiug docwmont. Ordinarily n Presi-
denta]l communicasion attracts praccically
no attention and its reading is the signal for
S ‘natorinl disappearmnce to attend to other
duties, Things were differentto-dny. Twen-
ty-five Democratio and 46 Repnblican Sen-
ators were in thﬁi pats when the reading
commenced, an t one of them moved;
that one was Senator Sawyver,and hie, that hie
might hewr more distinetly, moved down
the center alsla and took pessession of a
chair alongside Mr. Hayes, the veteran As-
sociuted Preas reporter.

o was no break in the general atten-
tion pafid by Senators. Conversation was
not indnlyged in at any time, the Democrats
being evidently as mneh interested as the
Republicans. No tme seemed to regard the
matter und ideration as being in any
senss politieal,

Symyrathy for a Sallor.

Senators Manderson sod Faulkner fol-
lowed she reading, they having printed

nies of the uge in their bands, Occa-
slonally a Ssnator would be moved by & par-
ticularly strong point, and would say & word
or bwo of assent to a neighbor. When men-
tion wus made of the fact that one sailor
had been dragred along the streets of Val-
parsiso with & lasso around his neck, Senu-
tor Vest pave involuntary utterance tos
sound which was easily construed intoan
expresslon of sympathy for the sullor and s
demonstration of an anti-Chilean nature,

The reading of the messm.ia (which is
printed in full elsewhere in this lssue) wus
concluded at 1:30, when Mr. Sherman, Chnir-
man of the Committes on Fore Hela-
tions, rose and said: 1 move, M. Presi
dent, that the message and accompanying
documents be printed and referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations. In yview
of the gravity and importanca of the subject
matter I do not think it expediont to wake
any remmrks.”

he motion wns agreed to, and 300 addi-
tlonul eopies were ordered to be printed.

Mr. Turple, from the Comwmittee on Priv-
ileges and Eiections, ried a resolution
in the case of Senntor Call, of Florida, de-
claring that Senator duly elected and law-
fully entiticd to his sear. Placed on the
calendar,

The Vice President laid Lefore the Sennte

a communication fromn Chief Justice Fuller,
of the Supreme Court, announcineg the dearh

of Mr. Jostice Bradlev last Friday., Ite-
marks in enl of the deceased Judze were
made by Mr. McPherson und Mr, Hoar, and

then, in token ol respect (or his memory,
the senate adjourned till to-morrow.

The Messnge in the Honse,

At precisely noon to-day Speaker Crisp

scended to the ebair, and his colleagues,
without regard to party, warmly greeted
himas ho resumed the reignsof authority
Inid down so long on account of sickness,
The Chaplain, in his prayer, feelingly al-
1nded to the death of Justice Bradley. After
the spproval of the journal and the trans
notion of routine bnsiness a number of bills
were introduced and referred,

Pring the eall of States, Mr. Pruden, one
of the President’s secretariesappenredatthe
doorof the Honse and was announced by
the nusistont doorkeeper, He dellvered the
message of the Chiel Executive reiative to
the Cbilean troubles, uand the eall baving
been snsvended, the messaze wns immedi-
ntely laid befere the Honse. Thebnzz of
conversation which usunilly pervades the
chnmber was instantly hoshed, and every
member d i the work upon which he
wns en.n*m‘:nd became an  attentive
listener. The spectators in the gnlleries,
too, evidently apnrecinted the gravity of
the sitvation and there was none of that
noise which so fremmﬁy interrupts the
deliberations of the use.

The readingof the messags occupind al.
maost an hour, and when It was concinded
there was a genernl round of applanse,
which was more warm among the Republi-
cans,but in which many Democrats earnestly
Joined. Ther on motion of Mr, Blount, of
Georgia, the message and accompanying
documents woro ordered printsd and re-
ferred to the Committes on Foreizn AfMairs,
After farther routine business the House
adjourned until to-morrow.

THE ORDER’S SIDE.

A Family Quarrel That May Be Settlod by
Going to Law,
To the Editor of The [Nspateh;

In common with other 1'Ittlbur| papers,
your columns have recently contained tele-
grams from Johnstown, Pa,, referring tothe
arrest of J. A. Lyle, SBecretary of the Order
of Ohifo, on charges of obtaining moncy on
false Fl‘etenla-. #uld false pretenses consist-
ing of fuflure toYoan money to certaln mem-
hers of the order. While published in good
faith, these statements are entirely incor-
reot and calenlated to do the Order of Ohio
great injury.. It is a fraternal soclety, man-
aged by some of the best men In this city,
and is absolutely salvent, being able to piy
atany time ev dollar collected from the
membership and the acerued interest,

The simple trath is that sundry rrml in
Jolinstown d loans on bad security,
aud, when refused, asiked that thelr asssss.
ments be returned. Ther ware required to
remuin in good standing one year, the rule
of the order, and, in revenge, caused tha ghr-

a

rest of the representative. Thery wiil
prosecuted in due course for eonspiraesy,
- RUSTERS, URDER OF ORI0.

T
East Livearoolr, 0., January 3.

PERTINENT PERSONALITIES,

THE Czar of Russia never shaves,
M=S. RipER HAGGARD has lately won

three prizes in golfing matches,

SENATOR GOrRMAN‘has a nabit of reading
in bed, no matter how hard a day’s work he
has parformed.

Mes. AUGUSTA Evaxns WILsox {sabout
to take a trip to Europe to search for new
facts for a novel.

James Lowrl g, who recently died, wove
the flvst Amerioan brussels, but he gave it
no distinetive name.

Biswor-gLecT ReEv. DR HomsTMAYX,
of Cleveland, has received the official notice
of liis election from Rome.

Miss OLrve RisLey SEwAnrD, adopted
danghter of W, H. Sewnard, has become a
newspaper correspondent.

COLONXEL SOUFFLOT, onee in the armies
of Napoleon, celebrated the 100ch anniver-
sary of his birth a few days ago.

MARE TrarTox preaches to mankind
the necessity for eating hearty breakfasts,
:!.a sax¥s they are & good bulwark against

1{%

JUnce Houmax, who is over 70, hastwo
favorite expressions. One is, “Oh my, my,”
and the other, “This will never do; no, it
will never do.” ; =)

Pror. MI1CH)BLSON, Olark TUniver-
sity, is said to be very handsome snd popu-

Iar. He basa project for using light waves
measure. ;

s & staudard of

‘ﬂllp_ntﬁh to the Timas from Washington
says:

While the Pennsylvanians in Washington
are disposed to muke an earnest effort for
the appointment of oneof their jurists ro
the vacant jodgeship in the Supreme Court
of the United States, there ia lttle reason to
expect that they can be suceessfal. The
Pennsylvanian most lfkely to be favorabl

idered by the P t, if the appoint

ment sonld go to your Stats, would be Chief
Justice Paxson; but political considerations
farbld the appointmentofl sany member of
your State Swpreme Court, as that would
make n vaeancy there to be filled by a Dem-
oerat. There is already one judgze to be
elected next fall in Pounsyivania, and if an-
other of your Supreme judges wora trans-
ferred tothe Supreme Courtof the United
States thers would be two to elect, and the
people unider your Constitation conld vote
for but one, o that a Demoerat wonld in-
evitably 111 the vaeancy. The Prosident is
too carvefmlly stndying zond politics just
now to éxpose himself to eriticiem by siving
.the Demoorntsa Suprene Jadze in Penn.
sylvania, aud it may be z2ccepted n= settled
that no members of vour Supreme Gonrt
can flll the vacaney occasioned by the death
af Justice Rradley.

The name of Jadge Wilson, of your Com-
mon Pleas Court, has besn frequently dis-
ongsed as one of the possibilities to succeed
Justice Bradley in the Suprems Court of the
United Statns, bot evervthing now points to
th= rejectinn of Pennsylvania’s elaim en-
tirely. Pennsylvania had the former Cir-
enit Judge of your district in Judge McKon-
nan. who has been succceded by Judge
Acheson, another TPennsylvanian, and
Georze M. Dallas will soan ba eonfirined as
the Judge of the new Apeliate United States
Conrt for your district, so that Pennsyl-
vania does not present any strong claim for
that position: but what 13 mors important
than the claims of States ia the control of
delegates to tire next National Convention.
President Harrison wants delegates, and he
i= going to have them if it is possible to ob-
tain them by the use of his patronage, indi-
cial or political. -

Harrizon has nothing to expect from Penn-
sylvania whatever, as Quuy {is entirely
master of the situation, and the delegntlion
will be agninst Harrison under any circum-
ftances. On the ather hand, Senator Higrina
conld deliver Dolaware six delegntes if the
Judgeahip were given to Spruance, and Gen-
eral Sawell conld see Senator Hizgins anid go
much better by giving him the New Jersey
delegation, Bewell wants Judge Green, and
‘wie grievously disanpointed that Green was
not nominated instead of Dallas, This ia
Sewell’s opportunity to command the jndge-
ship, and everything now noints to the sue-
cass of Judgo Green. He may be appointed
direet to ths Supreme Conrt of the United
Suates, or Judge Acheson, of Pennsvivania,
mny be transferred to that position and
Judgze Green transferred to the Cireunit
Courtas Acheson’s sncces=or, Such seams
te be the situntion of the judgeship in
Washington to-day, and it is not likely to be
ehanged fn any way to improve the chances
of Pennsylvanians, outside of the bare poasi-
bility of Atcheson's transfer to mmke the
piace in the circoit for Green,

AN ELECTRICAL BOY.

He Amuses Himself by Shocking Every-
thing Within His Beach,

Kiowa. Eax., Jan. 25.—Goorge Harger, who
lives just south of this town, 13 the father of
a &year-old boy who is an electrieal wonder.
The boy hna Leen known as “peculiar” ever
sinee his birth, and those who nursed him
when an infant were wont to =ay that he
“made them nervous.” His actions and
habits were those of all Infants, and he has
never shown any mental traits different
from those usually seen in the averaze boy.
His parents and others who are intimately
eornected with the family, however, sxy
that there has alwava been somethine an-
eanny about him. Whenever the child was
taken up from the floor or bed a erackling
noien wns heard and a slight shoek and
pricking sensation was felt, similar to thas
Telt when a ent {2 rubbed on n cold day.

The boy can greatly increase the foree of
the shock 1% rubbing his fest on the earpet,
and after dark the slectrienl discharze is so
stronz that sparks are amitied when he
slides acroas the floor and toaches a picee of
metal. The foree of the ourrent seems to he
grently incrensed for severni diays before a
storm of any kind, and his father now de-
eclares that o can foretell every charx in
the wenther by watching his hoy. The listle
fellow amuses himgelf by tonching all the
dozs and ecuts ahont the Placu and the re-
sult is that they all flee at his approach.

TALK OF TUE TIMES.

Mr. Springer's leadership in the Homse
seems to be recocnized only to the extent
thnt he is permitted to maike the motions to
adjourn.—8r, Louwis Globe-Demooral. In other
words, he lias been given the privilege of
shutting off somne of the windy debntes, It
istobe hoped that he knows exactly the
right time to make bhis motions.

“Searcity of wnater in Chicagn™ did not
sonte Democrts a bit.—Chicago Inter Ocean.
The scarcer thie water the better they like it

Ex-President Cleveland's Jeffersonian
leaning {s bused npon pood ground. The
fishiug at the Jefferson place in Louisiana,
where he is now enjoying himself, {= said to
be the finest in the world.—Se Louis Post- Dis
patch. Grover's gone a huntinT to get a
rbbit's paw, to kill the Hill hareah.

The Mugwumps detest office holding.
They accept place merely to keepn the spoils-
men out.— Washington Post. Butthey display
A lianz-on-activencss that iz not guite in ae-
cordance with their professions,

Ona thing is certafn: If thers is to be war
Chile won't have much of a navy by the time
we get through with her.— New ¥York Recordar.
No, but she may have a good one by the time
we are ready Lo commence.

There are two rival projects, both good,
for the improvement of Castie Garden,— New
York Worln. Can't someone get up a project
to improve the immigrans too? =

What has become of Gray, of Indiana, asa
Demoeratic Presidental quantity these days?
—Toledo Biade. His boom has been mired
on aome of the country roads of his native
Siate.

CARREGIE CONTERADICTED.

A Rallroad Superintendent Says the Roads
©Can Carry All His Armor Plate.
Nuzw York, Jan. 230, —[Specigl. |—In regard to
an interview between Seeretary Trmoy and
Androw Carnegie, at which the latter said
that the difficnlty in getting armor in sueh
quantity as the Départment Jdesires is dus to
the inability of the raiiroads to carry the
heavy burdens in the time expected, and nog
to :h’n incapuoity of the Cnarnegie plantg,
rintendent Voorhees, of the
New York Central Eaflroad, said to-dny:
“That is strange. We can carry any num-
ber of plates, or anything else, provi the
waight does not exceod 60000 pounds, or 30
tons, 1n case there {8 wn axcess of this, spe-
cial enrs huve to be bailt, and then there
would be delay on the part of the railroads,
and they would be to hiame for delay in fla-
ishing she new monitor Monterey.

THE PAREERSBURG LOTTERY CASES

Come Up Before the Federal Court at New
Orleans, and Bail Is Given,

NEw OaLrAaxs, Jan. 23.—This moming the.
lottery cases were agnin called up before the
United States Court on the Parkersburg, W.
Va., indictmenta. It will be remembered

that about 4 month ago proceedings against
u:rl.otury company's officers were sud-
denly suspendea whila che indlctments

ware under con =
This morning the gentiemen appesred be-
fore Judye Billings and agread to give bond
T e
cours there.
:!.lnnu nrﬂu included in the indictment
kave bail for their appearance.

fhe 7s Equai in Bome Respects.

Genernl 8n

Chicago Time=s. ]
Three women wers in different.
States of this Union last weak.

view of & Day’s Events.

17 is said that New York dressmakers are
hecoming agitated over the gencml dreart-
ness in which Pitisburg women now inslsg
upon clothing themselves, There wasa day
when Pittsburgers wers the best customers
the metronolitan modiste possessed. They
liked nice things, could buy nice things and
did buy nice things, But the—1 had nearly
said natural zas, one gets so accustomed o
kick in one direstion—eable car and electric
car sysiemn lms so threaded the town
that private turnouts ars snimoat en-
tirely gone out of fashion. Even for
afternoon affairs street cars have to be pat-
ronized, and one knows that street oars do
not eneourage the wearing of daintily eol-
ored clothes, Consequently dark or spolled
dresses are de rigeur, and since the frst state
preferable to the d, the relgzn of drab
nand sad-colored gurments has begon, nod
the sorial world seems to have donned
something like widow's weeds for the days
thnt are not, long before the present system
mnsn was horn or thought of What

ns of former splondor are the hand-

some basqnes; whicn arn as prefty as evor,
and indesd ars becoming even more say
as the skirt zets the more demur. This state
of nffairy was particnlarly noticeable at Mizs
Tindle's houul n?l? Frida nﬁen;:gn.i r:l\wgr:a{u
many yoang e 1.
mluim tea on the

drop

way bome from after-

noon funetions, and nearly every one waa

observable as wearing a fancy waist with a

E::lin strest skirt, [f the streat ears do not

rove there will soon be an end toelegant

tolietces in Pittsburg excepting among o
very few,

OxE feels disposed to pat Mr. William
Stead on the shoulder, If he would permit
approbation to take so famillara form, on
accomnt of & recent article in the Review of
Reviewos o ' Reaidential clubs for young men
and women." The Review describes both by
pen and pencil & Kennington Park mansion
in procesa of building for the sccommoda-
tion of young men who are living in London,
aWny from their families, It is to be got up
in a siupendonsly comfortable pian, and also
in n more civilized one, sinee the bachelor
oecupants ars to bLe permitted to have
visit themn their female as well ns
male relatives, After a good it
of warm commendation the article
naturally switches off into an _inguiry con-
cerning the unsatisied needs of voung
women, Some of it is worth quoting: “Gi s
need sneh clubs far more than men. The
sollitude that resses the young man is
absolutely not! compared with the lone-
liness whieh a yonng xirl feels in London or
New York, when she bas no friends nor
home. We would not go nerosa the strect to
help establish n residential club for young
men |f it« promoters were not pledged to

follow it up at once by establishing
a similar institotion for yomng women.
There are some | for w

but they are strangled by absard rules.
It isabsurd to say that young men may
come in at uny hour of the night, bat thut
young women must be at home at 11 o’elock,
ar he fined I they stay out after that
time. If she eannnt be trusted witha Iatch
key nefther can he

“The ordinary nbjection,”™ the article con-
eludes, “of Mrs. Gruady, that if younz men
and young women are nllowed to mix in
common rooms there will be no end of love-
making, flirtation and the like, may be ad-
mitted. There will be, no doubt, a great
deal of flirtation and lovemnicing. 1t would
be a sour world In which thers was nothing
of thnt kind of thing."

Will nat the readers of this confess that
these are eapital days for the sex. When
she can esrrv a latch key, withont losing
any of her modesty: when she ean Seap lage,
necessary hours withont having bher decency
questioned.

A GooD story, and, at the same time, s
true one, is told about the hop ar the Ken-
mawr on Saturday evening. By some mis-
hap, which is not a pun, the misses were
sndly defleiant in number and the wall-
flowars In consequence were all of the gen-
tleman & fes. Every yomgz lady wns
beset wi at!mirers and everyone drank
that cup of happiness, to be a succossful
belle, to ita very swectest dregs. Fortunate-
ly the gentlemen being trained tn that
stoieal enimness and indifferenes bloomed
sn gorgeonsly alomg the walis of the ball
room that one was almost ennvarted into
inneining that to he n wall flower was to
be i very flne flower Indeed.

THE goldeo wedding of Mr. and Mre F.
W. Hollenbeck, of the Sonthside, was spant
bly at their howme Inst night The
mnmor the hostess debarred all others
from participating excepting members of
the family and connections, s zate of
things which was regretted bothh as to the
eanse and consvquence. Mr. oand Mre
Hollenbeok are well known amonyg the Geor.
man residents of Pittsbure: th
renta of Mrs C. Bayer and Mrs Daniel
E.oets, the wife of Mr. Gootz of the clerieal
force of the Duquesne Club.

Rocial Chatter.

Rrv. Dr. Hopaxa, rector of Calvary Epis-
copal Chnreh, Inctured !nst night on “Life in
A Medieve! Monastery,” under the auspices
of tue East Liberty branch of the Young
Meon's Christinn Associstion, of Pittshurg.
As Dr. Flodges cannot be other than inter-
esting, it is alinoat snperfiuons to say that
the andience listened with most marked at-
tentlon,

Tux fourth and lest but one of the series
of Mondar evening dances wnas ziven lase
night as the Pittsbarg Club Theater. The
patroncsses woere not iarzely represented,
sowe having been foreed to withdmw on
acconnt of mourning, but the dance was an
exceedinzly enjoyavle one.

Mrs. T. LarEmor, a nnted temnerancs
kor, has been angnged by the Waomen's
tristian Temperance Union of Wilkins
burg to deliver two lectures in that town
next Saturday and Sunday evenings.

night luncheon ro the editorial and -
torisl staffs of the morning papers to-night
at the Flist Methodist Protestant Church on
Fifth avenue.

Wepsespay will bring with it the usnal
fortnizhtly evening entertalument of the
Unitarian Church of Pittsburg, at {ts place
of worship in the old Universicy puildine.

Miss SuprLOCE. of Cineinnati, who is visit-
ing Mrs. J. M. Schoonmakar, Is belng made
Em reciplent of imany social affairs in Pitts-

urg.

Taeg Chautauqua Cirele of Wilkinehurg
we entertafned Inst night by Mr. S. R Wills,
of Penn avenue, with music and readings.

Tre Epworth League of the Wilkinkbu
M E ch‘::reh will entsriain its friends m‘Z
evening in Balston’s Hall,

FAST ELECTRICAL TRAINS

They Will Be Bunning From St Louls to
Chicago in & Short Time.
8r. Lovm, Jan. 35.—A company bas jnst
been incorperated in Springfleld, IL, for
the purposs of building an elsotrie romd
from hers to Chicagzo. Among those inter-
ested are Governor ¥ is, Congr S
W. Cobb, John W. Harrison, L G. W. Stead-
man, Weh M. Samuel, E. 8. Rowes, William
H. Thompson, President of the Bank of
Commerce; Dr. Wellington Adams, the In-
vantor ot the flrat successful electrie motor,
aud John P. Kalser, They represent several
mwillion dollars. The company proposes to
build & double trask road, asstraightas an
arrow, without a carve toit. On this road
it is proposed to run sleotric curs, which
will travel at the rata of 100 miles an hour,
mak the dd.l.?ﬂin?‘tn two wa'thono‘hur
28 NOW. e ar
tl,&%it:'n wi.ﬂ“t;: -?‘clmz‘m. Tk, whg:rp:?n
w rate ita own coal mine
?:Eﬂ"l:‘l?um‘ Q?E:&ic drills for mining ma-
u ll::'g&a, the entiro line is expected to be-
come n  boulevard, the farmera’ houses
standing on city lots, while behind them
will streteh the whent flelds. The houses
will be lighted and lLeated by eleotricity
and the reapers, mowers and hers will
e driven by c'h:}t}%a-d iﬁhsmx.‘nsnme.lw:ﬂe
“"kb?'.mm“ m"ﬁﬁmmm a

A WOMAN'S LAST GOOD TIME

Mamd%rﬂ.m of
Alecohol and Then Diea.

Yosmms, N. Y., Jan. #5.—[Special]—-This
Lizzto Shiler, & domestic employed

in tbe fumily of A. Radtke, living near Tuck-
ahoe, drank foor quarts of hard cider and a
pint and & half of aleobol from an aleohol
stove. She then want on a rampage, and

Bhe
-

Tix Women’s Press Cinb will serve mid- |

are the |

Cal,, {s the largest dam in the worid.
—Washington has 466 sawmills with

dally cutting espacity of 3421000 feat.
—Botween 1590 and 1880 3,400 waome

were burned in Scotland for witehoraf:.

—The “Philosopher’s Stone"” was s sul
stance which theanoient alchemists thoogh
would change all baser metsls to pare gold

—The highest railway in the world is the
newAlpine road ealled the Brenzier Rothorr
babn, It (s 7,886 feet high at the summi
and i5 923 fast higher than the Pilatus rail
WAY. .

—Coral was made use of by the REoman
as a protection against the avil eye, and poy
hlar superstition hed eredited the topa
with the power of depriving boiling wnie
of its heat.

~—Brass wire for brushes nsed hy silver
fmiths and jewalers ean be drawn to L1006
of an inch—the diametor of n hai~. T
holes in wateh jewols are from 5000 b
12:1000 of an inch.,

—Chloride of nitrogen is the most wonder
ful, as well as the most poworfnl, nxplos v
known. For 3T years, from IS1E to 1S8% ti
secret of the somposition of this terrible ex
plosive was & mystery.

—A Japanese gentleman puts abox out
side his door on New Years Day, with thi:
inseription: “To visitors—I am ont. | wis)
you w bappy New Year. NX. B—Vleasc pz
your presents into the hox.™

—San Diego bav is 13 miles long, with an
available anchorage of six square miles
The total aren of the bay is 2] square miles
the rise and fall of the tide i= five feet, and
theﬁ 1:1-1“!: of water over the bur atlow tide

eet,

—Leap year has always been recarded
with awe and superstition by the people o
nll countries. The peasaniry of England
afMem that pease and beans grow the wrong
way in theie pod=—thaz is, the seeds are o
eontrary to the way they arein ordinar:
years,

—The speed of the camel when on & jour
ney -of considerable length rarely excesa:
three miles an hour, and the swiftest drome
daries are rarely known to zo faster than a
ten mile xait, but this exn he kept ap for %
hours in the day and for six or soven days
At & time,

—When a little Patagonian is taken with
any of the long eatalogue o! Infantile dis
cases, which are equally s mmpant in the
wilds of the Antipodes as shey are among
the embrro Presidents and millionaires ol
the United Siages, a “devil exterminator” is
sent for post-haste,

—The most remarkable set of spoons in
Missouri mre owned in Riehmond., They
were made out of Mexican dollars by s tin
ner named Halser, the first of his trade in
Fulton, who aiso made the fizss tin jamup in
Callawny county. The spoans, after 50 years
of use, are in excellent preservation.

—The burrows which fiddler crahe live in
are nearly or quite vertiesl holes fora foot
or more in depth, after which they takena
horizontal 1urn, each ending ina_ch
where tha geenpant stays most of the time
wlien not looking nbout for food. These
queer erustacesns are vegotudle focdars,

—Itisa curious fact, and one searcele
known outside of REussia (and tnere hard'y
ever mentionad), that the famons Otiof! dia-
mond was once the right eyes of the sreat
iftol Serringham In the Temple of Brahma,
Thia precious gem was stolon at alout the
hezinning of the eighteenth ceatury 0y a
Freneh soldier,

—Everyone knows that it is not safe tn
eat many peach kernels on acconnt of the
large percentage which they contain of thut
mou‘ dnd'u ly of poisons, prassic seid. AL

80 in prussic acid, but the
good kinds have been cultivated soas to
make tha pereen

of the son as small
ns possible and Ir = as this us
may be.

—The eolors of flowers have been shown
by the researches of Sprengel, Fritz, Her
mann, Millor, Durwin, Lubbock mnd Wal
Ince to be noceassary (or, rather, to Lave be-
coma necessary) for tha attraction of cer
tain speeies of insects by which the pollen
may be tiansferred from the stamens of ona
flower to the pistila of another and cross.
fersilization effected.

—Two kinds of boring sea snails supplied
in ancient times the most fnmons of nil dyes,
known as Tyrinn purple, whish was consid-
ered too splendid to be worn by any bus
kings and nobles. One pound of wool dyed
with it was worth 8175, the process by which
it was extracted being very tedions, and six
pounds of dye liguor g reguired lor
staining & pound of wool.

—Many iribes of Indians, even at the
oresont day, bury their dead in hollow lors,
which are made to serve as coffins, instead
of putting them undarground., Sometimes
trees are split for this purjose and the twa
halves ure hollowad out to receive tho body.
It is known tnat the anciont e of Den-
mark were ncenstomed to amploy hollow
logs in like manner (or moTtUATy purposes.

—Prof. Bragdon, of Laselle Seminarr, is
authority for these facts: Sinee the opening
of the sominary in September up to date 42
+ oune women have gained § pounds or over:
3, Mench:d 18 1, 19: 1, 30; 1, 22, and the record
breaker tne gained 28 pounds in a Hesle over
tour months, The featherweight of them
all welghs 81 pounds, the hesviest plump 167,
and they nre the healthiest set of girls in ail
New England.

—A most exiraordinary gnard fakes up
{ts quarters inside the Bank of England
every evenlng at 7 o'clock all the year round,
remmining there until 7 o'cloox the nexs
morninz. Itls an officer’s guard, and eon-
sl4ts of a drommer, two and 30
men, all weil armed, Each man receives
shilling from the bank suthorities immedi-
ately npon his arrival, o ssesant’s abare be-
inz two shillings. Tho officer in allowed &
supper for two and three bostles of wineand
ts permitted to invite s friend il he sees fic
to (10 SO,

—In some of the Malay Islands, the cocon-
nut is obtained in a carions manner., An
enarmous crab {a found thers that lives on
the frult, oclimbing the trees and tearing the
nuts off, elither horling them dmk s ordmm!:

them off the husk an

i:ne:tlng 3.’2» nst the rocks with lts
huge claws, The husk that the crabs take
from the fruft they carry to their holesat
the foot of the trees and make s bed of Ir;
and, knowing this, tho Malays visit and ron
the orabs once or twice a year, using the
husks to weave into mats.

BLITHESOME TEIFLES
Adolphus—I want you to know, Ethel,
that my father 15 well dispossd towsed me, and will
eertalnly give mea good send-off.

Ethel—That's just what pa has given every saiter
of mine that he's found bere alter 30 P, 3, —Boston
Courier.,

When vapors rise and never pause,
And microbes gather everywhers,
In minor sighs the lircess because
It is & melancholy air.
Waehiaglon Stir.

*What would you doif I gave youulittla
Riten?'* asked Tommy's nelghbor.

~Nothin',"" replied Tommy; we've already got
alx at home. "' —fHarper's Young Poople.

De Smythe (at the boarding house)—!
ordered dinner an hour ago, and no slgn of 1vel
I wonder what tme [t will be when [ have swal-
lowed 132

Bjones (old boarderi—Not so very late. Toasee,
you make up for tise length of the walt by the shoti-
ness of the vat. —JSudge.

It did not take him long to think,
Because full well he koew

It was & waste of ttme to drink,
And waste of moaey, too.

With kindling eve and knitted hrow
He mare off —

manfally
The Uttle that he's now
1s Juisg to cure his congh-

ber

—Xgm Fork Preze,

Mre. De Bullion—Evelyn, [ don't alto-
gether like that yousng Spooper. | wish he dida’t
come here so oftan. Has he any expectations?

Miss De Bullion—1 think be has. Fe a¥s papa’s
rating in Sradetreet' s ts AL —Ohicsgo Trilieas.

Cnstomer—S8o you have discharged the

mew nisn? He was 3 good shaver.

Barber—Xes: he haadiad the razar wilh consider-
abet bat his aliam pae rubs lae q
~Puek.

“What shall T write, what shall it be,
A rondean or & sounest

**] pray thee, write a cheek, " sald she,

**To pay for my new bonnel. .

Mildred, will vou be my wife?

Midred to-lmy.
M‘n’n;:n. :’L- can yus speak ©
e - flaw do you 1

eonld poastbly be your wife to-day? T shonid want
a8 least two weeks to get ready in.— Marg Comrier.
- Ll



