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PITTSRURG, WEDNFSDAY. DEC 6, 18
THE BOND ELECTION.

Popular interest in the bomd question
wus not great enough to bring out more
than a licht vote yesterday. But the bond
proposition was ratified by a eonsiderable
majority. It is to heregretted that the in-
terest in a matfer affecting taxation was
not active enongh to secure a full vote. A
manifestation that the peeple are elosely
watching {he conduct of municipal
finanees is the hest possible guarantae that
their management will be enreful and
honest. Bat while voters were so searce
that sundry eleetion boards are reporiad
to have whiled away the leaden-footed
honrs with cames of enchre and seven-up,
the decision arrived at was the wisest one.

Tye Dispaten hasrepeatedly held that,
if the majority of the people preferred to
tave whatever the city has 10 pay on
cireet contracts ina single year raised by
{h: tax levy for that vear, that is the right
policy to adopt. But it was too evident
thai such a poliey would impose a heavy
burden of taxation on the mass of tax-
payers: and the other policy is shown to
be preferred by the vote.

The approval of the bond issue makes
the eourse of the city elear. It can meet
the pavments to confractors as they be-
eome due, and in the meantime proceed to
test the constitutionality of the curative
aet. If there is anydanger of issning
bonds not needed, or paving for contracts
where work is not properly done, as has
Leen alleged, the courts are open to any
citizom to stop such betrayals of publie
trus=t.

A RUNORED STREET EXCHANGE,

Report has it that the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad, in its poliey of increasing
its terminal facilities here, will propose to
the city to exchange its tracks for the
present loeation of Second avenue, mak-
ing the streot run along the base of the
hill, and permifting it to use the thorongh-
fare, with the property acquired by it be-
twoen the Tenth street bridge and Lock
Na, 1, Tor tracks and freight yards,

But this transfer would be possible only
after the mallway has acquired all the
property between the street and the river,
over the section named. Any private
owner could, if we mistake not, interpose
a walid objection to having his street
privileges taken away. If, as is reported,
the railway has acquired by purchase all
private property to be affected by the
change, the sole question remaining is
whether good municipal policy will ac-
quivsee in the exchange.

It is for the intercst of Pittshurg to
encotrage, by reasonable measures, the
improvement of the faeilities for this
eorporation in competing for our wvast
transportation business. Baf in an ex-
change so manifestly for the pecuniary
henefit of the company it is a elear propo-
sition that the trade should learve the city
in as gond position asat first. This, in the
exchange of the two rights of way, may
be difficait though mot impossible. The
fact that the street in its new position wonld
he subject to land-slides would reguire
that the railroad make the necessary pro-
vision against such danger. The change
would require a considerable amount of
new grading and paving, which it is no
more than justice that the corporation
shall do. 1In short, the proper decision of
the question will depend on what the rail-
road will do in the way of furnishing a
good avenue in the place of the one it
wishes to oceupy.

If the proposition guarantees as safe
and good a street as the city now has there,
the exchange seems feasible. If it falls
short either in the requisites of safety or
desirability it must be refused.

LUNATIC OR CONSPIRATOR,

While any indications of a possible con-
epiracy in the New York dynamite at-
tempt are to be thoroughly investizated,
the characteristics of the catastrophe are
those of lunscy. The demand for black-
mall was made in & manner whiclrdoomed
the crank to death. The sum named wss
an amount which not even the wealthiest
man conld produce on a moment’s notice
or even draw by check without previous
arrangement with the banks As the
Philadelphia Ladger says: *“There was no
method in this man’s madness, There
was no semblance of even the craziest
form of cunning in the manner of his de-
mand for & million and a quarter of money
under the circumstances.”

Of conrse, upon the hypothesis of lunncy
the s=uggestion of the act to his erazed
train must be charged to the talk and
example of the hardly less ernzy Anar-
rhists,  In this connection, the impression
is to Took at the disposition of lunaties and
rranks who resort to explosives asa re-
venge upon society as a movel develop-
ment of our modern civilization, Itisa
decidedly uncomfortable importation of
old-world idess; but, as regards the prog-
res< of the world, it is nothing new.
England annually celebrates the discov-
ery of a plot nearly three centuries ago to
biow up King snd Parliament in one
grand explosion, and the outbreak of sim-
ilar plotz occurs all through history. A
bomb of that sort was used in the at-
tempt to destroy the first Napoleon, and
Or=ini’s bomb completed what parallel
thers was between the first and third of
that nmame. While dynamite is a more
deadly explosive than powder, hoth are
sufficiently fatal for the uses of conspir-
utors.

But one other fact profitable to note in
connection with these attempis either to
destroy 1yrants or overturn society is that
they bave always failed. In the vast ma-
jority of cases the conspirators have
either died from their own petards or suf-

fered punishment. Evenin the llo!ihr”

place the mild and humane Alexander IL,
of Russia, with the bigoted and fanatic
Alexander ITL ]

Revolutions prosecuted by the agencies
?‘: civilized warfare, with a b:ltd sﬁng

accept the responsibility orm
constitutional and reasonable agitation,
have a chance of success.  But the at-.
tempt to reform society or destroy obnox-
ious civilization by secret murder armays
civilization. against the conspirators or
lunatics, and dooms them, from Guy
Fawkes down tothe unknown lunatic of
last Friday's explosion.

WILL THEY THINK FOE THEMSELVES?

Now that some of the active spirits of
the local Democracy arc making s new
start with a lot of fresh ideas and. pro-
fessed determination as to the expression
of the will of the party, would not the
occasion be eminently suspicious for in-
quiry upon their part as to why there
should be any difference between Penn-
sylvania Democrats and Pennsylvania
Democrats on the question of a protective
tarifr?

It is only of late years that the Penn-
sylvania Democracy has been put by its
leaders in silly antagonism to the policy
which fosters Pennsylvania industries.
During Samuel J. Randall’s time the party
in Pennsylvania wns couservatively pro-
tective im its attitude. When the allure-
ments of Federal office came to the
leaders, with Cleveland’s administration,
there was a facile accommeodation of views
to suit the tariff reform vagary in the
White House. Since then the chanee of
capturing loaves and fishes anew in case
of Cleveland’s return to power, has always
been the ruling econsideration. Thus it
was that the party at ils last State conven-
tion was reduced to the pitiable plight of
being afraid to face the people with its
record on the very question which of all
questions was and is most vital to Penn-
sylvanin. It had to beg off in the most
humiliatiag way; and the people at the
polls thrust it aside contemptuously.

The election of Crisp, notwithstanding
his professions, is a sign that the Demo-
crats in Congress are sick of the radical
free trade ideas of Mills; and it will sur-
prise no one if it prove the first step
toward “hedzing” on the disastrous anti-
tariT policy which has deservedly brought
the party to defeat whenever tried.. Why
should not the Democratic reformers of
Allegheny county take the hint and make
a meritorions bid for local support by dis-
avowing the humbug anti-protection doce-
trines of all shades, with which they can-
not, if ther consider their own Interests,
bave any real sympathy. ]

If the movers of the nmew Democracy
want to cast over the loeal leaders with
whom they profess to be dissatisfied, and
to act for themselves they should begin
by thinking for themselves,

A FEASIBLE REFOEM,

The Presidental order directing that
promotions in the civil service shall be
governsd by daily ratings of the efficiency
and faithfulness of clerks will be, if faith-
fully earried out, a step in the application
of civil service reform principles evin more
important than the establishment of com-
petitive examinations for initial appoint-
ments,

This method of governing promotion by
the record of ascertained fitness in actual
serviee is what has been urged by THR
Disrarcn for some time. In the selection
of men to be appointed to vacant clerk-
ships competitive examination affords the
best method so far devised of determin-
ing their inteliectual quslifications. But
after a clerk has entered the Government
serviee the correct and impartial record of
the way he does his work, his application,
industry and ability, afford the clearest
evidence of his fitness for promotion.

Tt Is, moreover, clear that such a sys-
tem, kept up in good faith, will exercise a
far greater influence on the elvil service
than the filling of vacancies by the meth-
oids heretofore adopted. The appointment
of men to the lowest grades is not so im-
portant as the knowledge that promotion
will depend on application and zeal. Even
if mistakes should occur in the earlier ap-
pointments, the fact that each clerk
knows that every case of absenes, neglect
or inattention will damage his chances for
promotion, and each day’s work faithfully
and intelligently rendered will improve J
them, will be the greatest incentive for
activity and efficiency in the public serv-
ice. Together the competilive examina-
tion for early promotions and promotion
by the records of efliciency and fidelity
afford the means of removing the public
serviee entirely from the curse and degra-
dation of political favoritism.

The question is whether the desire for
reform is strong enough to overcome this
pressure for political patronage. Unless
an administration is deadly in earnest the
case with which the ratings can be made
1o conform to the influence of the clerk
rather than his efficiency will make the re-
form little, if any, better, than the system
of awarding office as political prizes, But
if there is a disposition o make an ex-
ample of every officiai who perverts the
reconids to suit the purposes of favoritism,
there is no reason why the civil service of
the Government should not be permanent-
Iy and satisfactorily removed from pol-
itics.

THE QUESTION OF VALIDITY,

The assertion of a Councilman whosup-
ported the bond issue that reasons exist by
which any objecting citizen ean prevent
that issue, docs not give the ground on
which it can be contested. Nor does he
propose to contest the matter, though ad-
vised of grounds on which anyone else
could do so.

This seems an erroneons attitude. The
city certainly does not wish to put out an
issue of invalid bonds, as that would only
bring the present muddie into confusion
worse confounded. If any citizen has
reason to believe the issue of bonds would
be unconstitutional it is kis plain pablic
dnty to bring the matier up and have it
settled before the city can aggravate its
unfortunate position by i bonds for
which there is not legal authority,

The only point on which there seems to
be a possible ground for disputing the is-
sue, is in the question whether bonds held
by the city in its sinking fund can be de-
ducted from the total debt or not. If they
must be reckoned @sa partof the debt,
the seven per cent limit is nearly if not
quite reached. If they can be deducted
from the debt, the margin would permit
the §2,000.000 issue. Common sense would
indicate that the city debt means only the
bonds beld by the ecity’s creditors, and
that bonds in the sinking fund occupy the
same position as bonds in the possession 8
the city, authorized but not issued. Even
if they were held to be partof the debt,
could not the city make its position
by cancelling all of its own bonds in fts
pusession, as retired? :

But if this or any other question raises s
reasonable doubt as to the validity of the
bonds, it is for the public interest to have
the matter settled before they are issued.
Any ecitizen who doubts the validity of the

THE trouble with the New York Grant
Monument is declared by the Adrvertiser to
be “nitogether due to A member who bought
his way into the nssociution and now, among

Gmnt's tomb with advertisements of a
comic newspaper.,” We fear that another
trouble will have to beadded of egual im-

portance, though not 8o obstreperons as
Col, Elliott ¥, Shepard. That is the chrouio

of New York wealth to put np
the money for anything except their own

faghionable Inxuries.

It it understood, according {o advices
from Philadelphia, that the only Edwin H.
Fitler is to be a delegate-atlarge to the Ee-
publican national convention. ‘'Whether
Mr, Fitler will support Blaine or Harrison is
'“mﬂ;h‘L-‘ L |A“.‘ ided in-
struction that he shall not further pros=cute
the once famous Fitler boom.

It is a singular festure of our foreign
trade that though the balance is largely in
favor.of this country the imports of gold con-
tinue comparatively light. The condition is
Ly no means unususl. Asa rolethe imports
of gold to rectifly the balance of trado some
time aftar the balance has been made, and
the conditions of the exchange and money
market may delay it s long time. But the
balance must be settled sooner or later,
either in goid or in securities. Ifit is settied
in securities so much the better for this
country.

TreE illustration of imperial poliey pre-
sented Ly sentencing a Berlin artist 10
eight months' imprisonment for a jest about
the nine-year-old Crown Prince's fondness
for wearing a sword, presents an interesting
question whethat Germun Hberty or German
absolutism will be first wiped out.

THE loss to the New York electric light
companies by the blowing down of their
overhead wires in Inst week's gnle was $120,-
000, and now they are in a muddle with the
city authorities about getting the wires up
again. There was an impression, a year or
20 ago, that the New York wires were being
put anderground, When the electrie light
companies consider how much of that £120,-
000 would have been saved If the wires bad
been underground, they may wishi that they
liad not fought the underground measure 50
desperately.

A proruETIC woman of Kansas City
flxes the end of the waorld on Christmas Day
At 5r. % As this hour will permit usall to
get our Christmas presents and begin to get
tired of them, its acceptability cannot bLe
questioned.

Ax Eastern cot@nporary commenting on
Dom Pedro’s death says that he “was & very
nice man, but if he hud possessed more of
the virility of the young German Emperor
he would have saved his erown and Brazila
world of trouble.” From which we gain that
if Dom Pedro had expressed the concilintory
opinion to his troops that they wonld have
to shoot down thelr fathers and mothersat
his order he would have bound them to him
with hooks of steel.

Tie railroad wreck is becoming 8o com-
monplace an occurrence that it is hardly
able to attain any position of prominence in
the news columns of the press,

“SoUTH DAKOTA has a well that spouts
soft coal. What is really wanted isa well
that will throw up & ready-made fire,” re-
marks a cotemporary. The soft conl spouted
out of a well must be almost as suft as the
genius who necepts that gauzy yarn. But
ns for wells that throw up ready-made fires,
Pennsylvania, New York and Indiana have
had them for vears. The only improvement
on them that is desived is that they shall

last longer.

TuaAT thousand dollar license fee will
muke many an ambitious retailer of spirit-
ous refreshment more modest aboutapply-
ing for license.

TaE resulis of the English bye-eleetions,
the Philadelphia T¥mes thinks, should not be
given too much significance, because as the
reneral eleotions are coming shortly few
persons will ¢are “to plank down heavy
checks: for brisf terms of service.” But
does it not occpr to the Timer that these ara
the circumstances under which a clear view
of the tendency of unbinsed popular opin-
fon can be gained

Tar most striking feature of the bond
election was the degree of interest which
the mgjority of the voters manifested in
staying away.

Gov. Hiry's speech at Elmira is ac-
cepted by some people as a political mani-
feato on his departure for Washicgton. Bat
as he has made it clear that he will hold on
nt Albany for four weeks longer there is
time for him to pronounce several more
maunifestoes and thus thoroughly explode
the pretensions to statesmanship of one
David Bennett Hill.

IF Crisp for Speaker means Hill for Presi-
dent thenew Speaker’s friends should hasten
to put a muzzle on David.

Tue New York Herald has suocseded in
deciding by Its jerky style of interlarded
editorials that neither Mills nor Crisp would
do just in time to accentuate the victory of
Crisp. It is not at all unpleasant to note
thnt the rickety style of oditorial policy
generally manages to get itsell set exactly
wrong just before the decisive event.

KNOWN TO FAME,

KixG GEORGE, of Greece, is suffering
from an attack of chicken pox.

WiLLiaM BavysE, who was the first to
preposs the name of Wade Hampton for
Governor is now destitate.

EpMusD YATES laughs cheerfully over
the report that ho s dying. He says he ex-
pects live many a day to come.

Ix a private diagnosis of his own ecase,
General Butler says he i3 “incariernted
with an intercurricular abscess.”

GEORGE W. DELAMATER, late candidate
for Governor of Pennsylvania, has opened
& law office at Tacoma, Wash.,

DR. STORRS, who has preached in Brook-
1yn for 4 years, is called the most brillinnt
pulpit rhetorician of modern times,

Me. SprIxGER, of Illinois, hung a piet-
ure_of Alexander Stephens in his lead-
guarters nt Washington, but it did not eap-
ture the Southern vote.

Russ¥LL SAGE has the reputation of be-
ing a most abstemions man, He smoked
only once in his life, and a pint of sherry
iasts him for three months,

Tug friends of Hon. Joseph Allison,
President Judge of the Common Pless
Court of Philadelphia, yesterday celebrated
the fortieth spniversary of his advent to
the bench.

‘A BOUTHERN OUTLET FOR EANSAS

Sarveyors for the Rock Isinnd Will Ran a
Line to & Gulf Port.

. Torexa, Dec. 8.—[Special.]— A newly organ-
ized engineer corps, consisting of 6 men,
will leuve bere to-morrow morning to survey
a line for the extension of the Chicago, Roek
Island and Pacific Railrond from Heno, the
present terminus of the road in Oklahoma,
southward through the Indian Territory
‘and Texas, to the Gulf. It was learned that
the Rock Island people had determined to
make & connection with & deep water port
in Texas To what point the line will be
run_is, &% yet, not even known to the

present line from this city to Reno
wm-plluulalmm two rur: a’go,_'m
the genera on urther con-
struction. The mmﬁ.m party will
the winter in running a line to G

Lost to Sight, to Memory Dear,
Chicago [oter-Ocean. )

The Southern Allinnce does not show up
in Washiogton. What has become of all the
slliance men elected to from Geor-
gia, the Carolinas, and Mississippi a year
ago! They seem to have goi lost in the

Wasnixeros, Dec. 8.—The President had a
very busy time of it to-day. Callers were
coming and going all the morning, and the
preasure did not cense until the hour for the
meeting of the Congress. The Cabinet met
nt 11490 o’clock ns usual, but the session was
ashort one. The State, War and Treasury

nts were not represented. Segre-
tary Blaine waa detained at the State De-
partment by a conference with the British
Mininter on West Indies reciprocity. Seere-
tltrz_(palorh ll, and there is no Secretary
of War.- .

MR, SnERMax Hoar, of Massachusetts,when
asked why he did not_vote for Speaker on
the roll call, to-day said: “Last fall, in an
interview which I had doring our eam-
piign in Massachusetts, I stated that
in the coming comtest for the
speakership I wonld vote for
no candidate who would not promise to use
his influence, if elected Speaker, ngainat the
consideration of bad financial legisiation,
and the extension of silver coinage. When
Mr, becume a eandidate of the party, 1
sent to him and asked to zive me this promise,
whieh he declined to do, There was then
nothing left for me to do but to refrain from
voting for nim. HWaviag gone into the cau-
cus, I did not eare for voting for any one
@lsa but its nominee, but I could not vote for
him and keep my word. In my judement,
howevar, hie will do exnetly what he refused
to promise to do, namely, use his influence
a% Sponker against the considerntion of
measures looking to the extension of the
colnage of silver. I fesl fairly spre that
snch will be his action, but, as d not
get his promise, he could not get my vote.”

Tu=s fourth annual meeting of the National
Bar Association will begin in this city to-
morrow morning and will continne for three
days. The association, whose birthplace
was in this city, was formed for the pur-
pose of uniting the Bar Association of the
country in practice work and promoting the
science of the law and the dne administra-
tion of justice. It is purely representative
in its membership, composed of delegates
chosen from Bar Associations. One event
that will help make this meeting notable
will be the presence for the first time of
delegates from thoe Boston Bar Assoclation.
The programme for to-morrow includes an
nddress of welcome by Mr. Justice Harlan,of
the Supreme Court, and the annual address
of the );'w_-sid.unt. Charles Marshall, of Balti-
more. The dinner to the delemites on
Thursday evening, atthe Arlington, will be
the ocoasion of s most distinguished gnther-
ing. There will be fony toasts. The Presi-
dent or one of the Cabinet will respond to
the first tonst, Alr. Justice Gray, of the
Supreme Court, will respond to the d
Benator Gray, of Delawnre, to the third, and
Mr. James C. Carter, of New York, to “The
Bar." It is expected that about 150 will at-
tend the dinner.

RerresextaTive Winniaxs, of Maseachu-
setts, when asked to-day why he did not
vote for Mr. Crisp, said: “Idid not vote on
the roll call for Spen ker for the sole reason
that I conuld not do so and keep falth with
the people af Massachusetts. In the last
eampaign I took the position distinctly that
I would not support any man for the speaker-
ship who did not express himself in lavor ot
the suppression of free coinnge legisiation
in this Congress, Mr, Crisp has not ex-

ressed himself, though opportunity has

en given him to do so: he remains silent
om the question, as he has a richt todo. 1t
is r!aln that promises to the ﬂg;ople on
which votes sre sought, are a p ry obli-
gation, The cancus can find no fanlt that [
rofused to east mv vote: if there isany such
cancas Iaw as cthat, I shall keep out of
caucuses hereafier.” !

Tue Court of Claims to-day sent to the
Senate the findings in several spolintion
claims submitted to the eourt nnder the act
of Congress of Junuary, 1885, The names of
the vessels and their masters and the sev-
eral claimants, together with the amount
claimed in each case are fully set forth in
the document.

BEcnETARY NoBLE to-tlay rendered a deel-
glon in the ease of the helrs of William Bond
and others agninst the Deming, New Mexico,
town site. The Secretary sustains the de-
olsion of the Commissioner of the General
Land Office, allowing the Probate Jullge of
Grant county to enter all the land in ques-
tion ns the town site of Deming in trust for
the several use and benefit of its ocoupants
according to their respective inteérest, The
claims of Bond, Kidaer and the additional
homestead claimants are rejected.

Tux departure of the United States steam-
er Atlanta for her new station in South At
lantic waters will be delayed a few days by
reason of a ochange of commanders. An.or.
der {ssued to-day relieving CaptainJ. W.
Philip of the command o7 the vessel and
orderine Captain J. F. Figrinson to that
duty. Lientenant T. B. Mu o has also been
detached from the Atlantu.

Waex the House Committee on Elections
is appointed snd pr 1s to consider the
contested eleotion cases which will come be-
fore it for the first time it will have, asa
basia, a digest of the reports, testimony and
legal question®which came before previons
Congresses. This digest is intended by Ches-
ter H. Rowell, the Clerk of the Elections
Committee, who worked on it during the re-
oess, to assist the m s in reach-
ing an impartial conclusion tonch.
ing the law and precedents applicable
to sany election contest. The oldest
membera of the Senate ard familiar
with eleotion precedents, and well informed
on most of the questions at issue, and a
record of all the Senate cases has been
made. In the House, however, no digest
has heretofore been prepared, owing in pare
to the greater number of contestants and
the voluminons testimonv taken in each,
and, na the complexion of the llouse changes
frequently, the result has been that mem-
bers have often scted with oniyan fmper
feoct knowl of the laws and precedents,
the result being eonfusion and Tack of any-
thing like a uniform policy in demding with
cases involving the rights of members to
their seats.

WarLs it is impossible to abtain an official
acknowledgment to that effect, it is known
thatacommercinl convention under the reci-
procity clpuse of the McKinley nct has been
practically concluded between Germany
and the United States, and that the Presi-
dent will soon issue a proclamsation an-
nouncing the fact. The convention con-
templates the free importation of German
sugar into the Uniied States and the redne?:-
e

tion of duty on  American cereals im
into Germany from 3 marks to 315 mar

A STATEMENT prepared at the Pension
Office shows that during the month of No-
vember last 22,258 pension claims of all
classes were allowed upon which the first
payments §2 863,838, The average

avrgfnlb‘tgb:aeh m:siouar.m ?d?ufum
‘were under the act of June 27, 1590.

Tax Commissioner of Immigration has
ordered the deportation of flve indigent
Englishmen who bad attempted to land at
New Orleans from the British steamahip,
William Ciiff, in viclation of the immigra-
tion laws,

CRISP IN THE CHAIR.

Taz Magwnmps have lost Mills, but they
‘have a free trade Speaker and will cheer up
after a doy or two.—N. Y. Press,

Ir there isany significance in the saleo-
tion by the Democratie cancus of Urisp for
Spoaker, it s all with the anti-Cleveland
contingent.— Philadelphia nquirer.

Tae Speakership muddle is over atlast,
On the thirtieth ballot Mr. Crisp received 119
votes, and sherefore becomes the candidate
of his party. ' All right.—\. ¥. Herald.

Mn. Cuisr is generally regarded by the
considerate men of ULoth pariiea in the
Honse as the best all-around equipped man
for the Speakership. and above all the safess
man for his party.—Philadalphis Timer.

JroGe Crisr will make an ideal Speaker,
b clear-headed, aven-tempered and courteous,
He will command the respect of the entire
House, and it will be nseless for the minor-
ity to try to mastie him.—Cleveland Plain
Dealer,

Muine's Gold Fields,
Portland Argus, )

The extent of the gold-bearing area of the
flalds thaut were discovered receudy in
Mnine is a matter of conjecture,” the proe-
pooting having been only along the Swite
river nud its branches, principally the east
branch. The top soil in the fleldsand woods
ecarries considerable gold dust. The bed-
rock and gravel gold vanges In sizes from
clover seed to pleces worth $§10to $15. Thres
theories are advanced inregard to the flelds.
One is that glacial drift carried the gald
there, another is that the gquartz veins that
cross the valley have been worn away, and
the third is that the quartz formations were

WM

melted by intense head/

' Myers—Burope Ahead.
To the Editor of The Dispatch:

In your issue of November 20 1 note
a quotation from the Chicago Zribune
reporting an interview with me in whieh I
repr E Rt » a8 h!l"'
equipped with superior mronantical appar-
atus for offense und defence, while we are
in this respeet ut their merey.

The circumstance that this is not “gen-
crally known” i3 no argument azainst it,
and I can readily afford eonfirmation of it if
desired. 1tisa face that England, France,
Italy, Russia, Germany, Spain, Portogal,
Holland, Belgium and China are well sup-
plied with valuable mronsutical apparatus,
and many of these nations well or-
ganized oconstruction and school depatt:
ments, combining every recent feature in
the art mronautie.

These include the eaprive balloon for ob-
servation ot recognaissnnce; balloon signal-
ing with flash light and cypher with tho
Morse code of dots and dashes, or long and
short flashes; the electrical “search light,™
for revealing the pr ofan ¥ while
unseen; and the best developments of air
carrent navigation with free balloons and
steerable airships loaded with the wmost
post powerful explosives (not dyuamite)
and inflamable compounds,

I repeat that foreigh nations possesa these
means and military schools for tle purpose
of edneating men in their use. Undoubtadly
we can equal all this in time, bot weare in
no sense prepared to cope with them. The
United States possesses no plant for such
constructions, and at present we have no
private facilities for speedily furnishing
aronantieal war apparatus on the scale de-
manded for sudden emergenci

This fact was developed DLy the require-
ments of the recent " overnment rainfall ex-
perience with balloon bombs, Tt was re-
vealed that no place existed In this country
where the required nnmber of hydrogen gas
balioons conld be completed in the limited
time permitted, exeept at the “balloon
furm,” a unigue institution run by myself
for seronautical experiment and construc-
tion by improved methods.

With the “booming” of the rainfall reports
Iam in no way connected, in fact I beliave

Brothers’ Clothes—Mrs. Brown Invites
the Gay Young Social World to Her
Houss—Paragraphs Mentioning Many
FPeople.

Ever since Eve put women into subjec-
tion and petticoats they have been kicking.
Some of their kicks the world has heard of,
such as Miss Joan of Ars, who insisted upon
being Mr. Jonn of Arc and wearing tho
trousers, which women shink are the materi-
alized form of a man’s privileges., Several
of these enses the world knows of and others
it suspocts. It knows very well, though
of course it doesn't introduce the subject,
when drinking s cup of tea with Mercury or
Yenus,or any of theirsister planets, that girls
often dress in their brothers’ clothes. In
the ninteenth century to dress in one's
brother's clothes s to be a dress reformer
and where Maiden Auntie nsed to “pooh,
pooh,” and blush in her 6x4 handkerchief,
she now seeks the privacy of her maiden
apartments and revels in the freedom of—
she calls them knickerbockers. Eva is Eve
nineteenth centuryfled, {s up to date, and
bas all the modern improvements. She, of
courre, added the wearing of trousers to
the repertoire of her fads, and when I
called the other morning she told me all
about it. “His mistress was in,” sald the
lackey, with a smile made up of the recol-
lection of past tips and the anticipation of
tips to come.

“My dear,"” snid Eva, rushing up until the
scent of the white lilne upon me mingled
with that of the violet upon her. “I was
Just thinking about yon" (Eva has such an
orderly way of thinking),“and I want to tall
you something—How do yon like my dress?”’

A Lovely Girl in » Pretty Gown.

Eva was gowned very becomingly. She
knew the trick. Justlearnt by us women the
other day of expending all the dressmuaker’'s
art upon the skirt, and letting the bodiee
take care of itself, The lines of beauty below
the waist revealed themselves equally in
nction or repose, and Eva was just such
sentient belng ns the corroet costumer
loves to turn’ out. An edge of fur
round the skirt rested bewitehingly
on the tips of her tiny shoes: that
peeped in and ont, not unliﬂi the mice the
poet talked about. A dainty pink silk

Inm the only individual pr Iy nt-
tached to the expedition who has not rushed
into the newspupers with diquisitions on
this subjeet, for or agninst: nnd, this being
&0, it should in no way militate against my
expressed opinion based on facts apparent
to me in the line of my profession.
Cagrt F. Myena,
Aeronautionl Engineer,
Fraxeroerr, N. Y., Decemnber 7.

WABHINGTOK'S OLD QUARTERS.

Arnold Tavern to Be Tarned Into an Hos-
pital for the Sick and Poor,

New Yorg, Dec, 8.—The old Arnold Pavern,
removed some years asgo from the square to
its present site, on Mount Kemble avenue,
Morristown, and oceupied by General Wash-
ington in 1777, will be converted into an hos
pital. Rev. Dean Flynn, rector of 8t. Mary's
Parish, and Rov. Father Brady. of Sussex
county, have bought the property and a
number of “Gray Nuns'" will manage the
new institution. The price paid wnas $3,800,
Dean Flynn's parishioners promptly sub-
scribod 21,974 toward the purchasing price.
It will be n hoapital for the sick and poor of
all races and creeds. The adjoining county
of Et;unex is embraced in the territory cov-
ered.

A dispatch from Patterson, N. J., says the
H neamp farm, at Lower Preakness, con-
sisting of 56 ncres and a homestead, was

wauist, that fell low at the throat
though slightly bound in by a linen collar
completed the toller. Linen cuffs stood
out from the wrist and showed a
warm, rounded arm. Ewva had lost her hair,
either by love or fever, and {2 had come in,
with every hair having u “contrairy” opin-
ion of ite own.

“Now," said this c!urmiuf
*rest you my love and drink a cup of choeo-
Inte: I'11 be with you in a minute.” “Halloo,”
eried 1 in astonishment, n moment nfter,
“where did Eva get the new buttons! an
l:r’ie:?"‘:“ he's protty enough to fall in

Thenew buttons was ernssing the drawing
room. Such a buttons! Sucha “What
8 card for Ewva; all ber girl friends will aie
to visit her often, and how that boy will be
made love to,” I thought ns he cnine nearer.
He was arrasyed in the richest of coffee-
brown rlmh knickerbockers, embroldered
up the sides with bright colored silks and
finished at the Kuees with bows of ribbons,
Brown silk siouking emntinued from there
down, and were finished with daintily-made
shoes that somehow looked a bit effeminate.
Truveling up again there was an exceed-
ingly ziriish waist of plush silk and finished
with wnite linen cufMs and collars and =
brown velvet toque ecrowning a mass of—
shllrdas of our grandmothers, it was Eva's
self,

“Now my dear,” said Eva sitting down and
crossing her knees, ax though she had done
80 from time immemorial, “don’t ges hyster-

fcal.
Pretty Eva Explains Herself,
You ses, dearest, I always liked boy's
lothes and I cume to the conclusion some

young damsel,

smong the propertvy disposed of at Sheriffa
sale last 'l:'kl:" The o was G 1
Washington's headguarters when he passed
through this neighborhood on his march
from New York to Morristown. I
as the Old Washington Headqguarters, and
the only change made in it since the time of
the Revolution was the removal of a Iarge
vernnda. The property was sold to Henry
Herseman for £,700.

BENATOR-GOVERNOR HILL

Tue political flea, David B. Hill, has lighted
at inst where the people can put a finzer on
bhim. —Syracuse Standard.

Goversor Hizs has not only entered the
Presidental ring, but he is jumping through
the hoops at A very lively rate.— Washing ton
Post,

Gurovir CLEVELAND may or may not be bet-
ter thun his party, but if Governor Hill is
not worse than his party the party is to be
pitied — Rochester Democrat.

Wnex Governor Hill takes his seat in the
Senate he will vote with the free coiners.
He is for anything that will embarrass
Grover Clevelund.—Cleveland Leader.

Goverwon D, B. HiLt may not have heard
of the man who bit off more than he conld
chew, but he stands a fuir chaneeof learning
the lesson from experience.—Chicago Inler-
Ocean.,

GRAIN BLOCKED TP,

The Canadian Pacific Refuses to Reacelve
Any More for Shipment,

Winsires, Dec. B — [Special. ]—Freight
Agent Kerr, of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
road, to-day notified the Manitoba Grain
Exchunge that there is s tremendous wheat
blockade in New York caused by heavy
northwestern shipmenss, and that the West
Shore Railroad would refuse to receive
shipments after the 1Tth. Grain dealers and
brokers were not a litile surprised when the
notice wus posted.

Some of the dealers were so eager to rush
wheat forward that they g:rohued large
quantities and shipped it before knowing
where they were giing to dispose of ft,
hoping to peddle it off while in transit. This
cansad the tronble on the West Shore road.
Itis said thersis alarge Llockade in the
elevators in Boffalo from the same cause,
Some Manitobn denlers who have been buy-

*

time ago that there was no reason why I
shouldn’t enjoy mysell by myself in ghe
way myself most enjoyed. If the Lord had
intended us to be dressed in one piece a= we
have been erroneousl ever since
the creation he wouldn't ve made us in
two pieces—don't voun see. I read, Iloaf, I
receive my girl friends, I live in_the bosom
of my family in all the glorious freedom of
knickerbookers, nn®whan somebody comes
in whghm“!‘k?r%n': I:nmruor Itrtu:lru.1 Ida}l‘t
trust, tha you saw is put on inan in-
stant, and T win once more “cabined,cribbed,
confined, bound in."

“But, Evn,” said I, weakly, “what about
sour lover?"” '

" Good gracious™ she sereamed, * there is
Harry. Let me get ont of here ore he
seesa me; I wouldn't, oh I wouldn't for worlds
that he should know sbout this"—and oot
dashed the pretty boy., erming back
almost instantly, arrayed in the becoming

rivacy of her skirts and with no tracea of

he late outburst, except a lovely, gulity
blush wpon her cheeks. Harry vas announ-
ced immedintely. As Eva sat down she
demurely withdrew a tempting little shoe-
. Poor Harry never guessed whatn rev-
olution that little skirt concealed. Feeling
I was in thae third person, plural number,
objective case, governed the imperative
necessity of the hour, I said adlen.

Mes. JosEPH STOCETON BROWN gave a
dance last night for ber niece, Miss Maidie
Siebeneck, one of the season’s pretty debu-
tantes, at the same time muking Miss Clars
Childs, another lovely young bud,conjointly
with her niece, a guest of honor. Mrs. Brown
received wtth the two yonng ladies, The
parlors on one side of the hall of the old-
fashioned house on Stockton avenue were

craghed for dancing, and thase
wcross from them as dining
room4 The quaint old furniture was
decorated wi ferns and flowers, and

throoghout the whole lower part of the
house at intervals were artistic groups of

nts, The houstess wore lavender und
white lace, and the two young Iadies wore in
girlish dresses of white silk and chiffon
ruffles. Miss Siebeneck, who isthe eldest
daughter of J. G, Slebeneck, Esq., is n tall girl
of graceful carriage, a pronounced brunette
Miss Childs, who is the daughter of Mrs,
Albert H. Chilas, accompanied Mrs. Brown
upon_her Enropean travels last summer;

ra, Brown is warmly attached to her. In-
vitations were only sent out to those of the
younger set; more especially the season’s
d Many ts were received

ing and shipping since the p
huve not yetsold a bushel of their wheat.

PARAGRAPHIC POINTS.

Tae man who is tarred and feathered is
apt to feel down in the mouth.—Chicagn
Times.

MANT A statesman owes mare of his suc-
cess to advertising than to abillty.—Tbledo
Commercial.

owi to the recent Dereavements in the
Chalfant and Laughlin connections. Among
the guests were Miss Maidie Forsych, the
Misses Hussey, Misses Amelis, Rebecea and
Xora Oliver, Miss lev, Miss Dais
Brown, Miss Sallie Kennedy, Miss Jul
Whatson, Miss Stelln Hays, Miss Semn-
fe and Miss Jordan, Miss Lyon,
;‘ir. Agassiz, Mr. Frederick K. Albree,
Mr, Avgustns Burgwin, Mr. Charles Brown,
Mr. Frank Guthrie, Norman and Walter Me-
Clintock, Mr. Tom. Joneas, Mr. Samuel Moor-
head, Mr. Hurry Oliver, Mr. John Oliver, Mr.
Ruodes, Mr. William Robinson, Mr. William

As Christmas approaches the pr e on
the pocket becomes more proocounced,—
Chicago nler-Ocean.

Taz Democrats in the Fifty-second Con-
gress appear to have remarkable staying
power.—Boston Herald,

It is & wise Presidential boom that knows
when to come in out ‘of the sml’
dumpness. — Washington Post.

Factlons in the Majority.
Philadelphia Public Ledger.]

The contest for Speakor has shown that
the Democratic pa and the majority of
the House are divided into factions: it shows
that between these factions there Is much
bitterness of feeling: it shows thas this resl-
fog Is largely influenced and affectod by
next year's Presidental campalen, and that
faction ia put above party snd party above
eountry. That is a condition of affairs which
presents ne nee of & satisf ¥, use-
Tul session of Congress,

Indncemonts Offered Sagar Makers.
Nsw Yorg, Dec. 8.—A plan js mow being
matured whereby a lurge parent organiza-
tion will be established in this city which
will aid these enterprises for making sugar
with machinery, funds and expericnced
workmen to engage successfully in this new
industry. This country consumed about
4,000,000,000 pounds of sugar lust year. Only
# litcle over aw.u%m pounds wers producod
in this country. There are untold millions
of scres of Iland within our borders well

adapted vo the cultnre of the sugar beet.

The Philosophy of Americans,
Chicago Thnes, ]

With what remarkable philosophy the
American people listen to the news that a
min nias tried to blow up Wall street with
dynamite.

Better Change the Law,
New York World.1
Our law as it stands surrounds the sale of
dynamite with less restraint than it imposes
upon the exchange of.a zlass of beer for n
nickel

y

Mills That Grina Too Slowly. |
New York Press,] e Y
It was not Mills of ‘the gods, They
he was ground. . e

Singer, Mr. J. D. Lyon, Mr. Henry Graham
Brown, Mr. Augustus Phillips, Mr. Bowman
Sweltzer and Mr, Biair Palnter.

AMONG the guests at the cotiliion at the
Linden Club on Monday evening were: Mr,
W. A. Magee, Mr. and Mrs. William N, Frew,
Mr. and Mrs Jonas R. MeClintock, Mr, and
Mra. Henry L. Ebbert, Mrs. Singer, Miss
Louise Singer, Mrs. J. W, Brown, Miss Daisy
Brown, Mr. and Mrs. D. C. Negley, Mr. and
Mrs, Hownrd Nimick, Mrs. J. M. Bchoon-
maker, Mr. Oliver Scaife, Miss Sem.

le, Cincinnati: Mr. Seamon Actterbury,
Eﬂw Jordan, (:Inciarimu: Mr. and Mra

tewnrt, Job ss Stepl Miss
Woodwell, Mrs. Woodwell, Mr. William
TLloyd, Mr, Stevenson, Mr. Senife, Mr. Keily,
My, Harry Singer, Mr. A. Valentine, Phila-
delphia; Mr, {urrol Duvis, Mr. Bakewell, Mr.
W, W. Lawrence, Mr. Pewrs, Mr. Frank
Carnegie, Mr. Robinson, Mr. J. G. Steven-
gon, Jr., Mr. Harry nDilworth, Miss Davis
und Mr. Wilson Arbmthnot,

The fivst und fourth figares of the german
were led Mr. Seamon Atterbury, who
dnnced with Miss Singer in the first and
with Miss Jordan, of Cincinnati, in the Jasc.
Mr. Howard Nimick led the second and
third figures.

Social Chatter.

SevEnat young Allegheny people were
missed at the Monday socinl dance atthe
Linden Club House, being detnined at a din-
ner party given by Miss Sctelle Hayes, of
Shermsn avenne,

Mus, Joseru 8. Browy, of Stockton avenue,
will give n lll';‘n:r Christinas night’ for her
little school daughter, Miss Mary, whie
will Le one of the holiday dances b
young people b from 1

Dr. Coances H. Curronp, & prominent
Braddock physician, was married last nizht
to Miss Laur Baldrige, daughter of John

of Pittsburg, was one of the
a wedding toar, Dr, Clif-
and his wife will reside in

This Cauncus Was Slow.

Bt. Louls Globe-Democrat. |

|  The Republican Speakership eaucus of
two years ago did its work quicker than this
| one, and made s betéer selection, o,

7
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case where the issue can go to the courts to have his AUTICAL WAR MATERIAL GIRLS IN ENICKERBOCKERS. CURIOUS CONDENSATIONS.
has succeeded the only result was to re- | jeclions passed upon. FAEEE ) b = —
> . Light on the Subject From Prol €arl| Fajr pemininity Iosists on Wearing Its | _There are said to be 16 men to one

woman in Buenos Ayres.
—FElectric headlights of 2,500 candle
power are in nse oa the Indisna rmilronds,

—A soldier on trial for marder in New
waldﬂoﬂm&hhnﬂrm&d?w
‘hontas.

—England and TIreland togsther drank
42,000,000 gallons more Leer than Germany
last year.

—English partridges have been turned
loose in Oregon to increase the amount of

game t|

— menis in London show that the
atmosphere is the purest about 80 or 40 feat
sbove the street.

—There is & sweet potato at Fresno, Cal
that weighs poundg. It is believed to be
the hwﬁ% raised,

—Hammerfest, themost northern yillage
of Enrope, bis to dis
g nrope, :fot'l'w has emzﬁ; lig! pel
h-‘—nﬁe St. Andre de Poirier mine of

uhthothmsu id. Itis
worket 4,000 feet below the n:grmoc. .

—It is proposed to raise black eats for
their fur in Washington. An island hasa’
ready been purchased for that purposs.
n;A storage dam to hold 8,000,000,000

ons of water ia bei buil Acton,
Cal.” ¢ will e 150 foet high and 00 feet long.

—Boapstone is used in varions ways. Tt
gives color tofrubber goods, is used in paper
to gain weight, and in making fire-proof
paints,

—The planchette was in great favor in
Japan up toa year orso ago. Some of the
ﬂw&mu will be put in the National

—The Indians in Washington raise oats
nowdays. A few weeks ago they sent fonr
rack trains of oats to Ruby to exchange for
winter supplies,

—Caves have been discovered in Tas-

minia which sre perfectly lghted by
myriads of glow worms. One of the caves is
ubout four miles long.

—The experiment of grafting pumpkins
and water melons uponm peanut vines and
ETOW their crops at will has been suc-
cessfully tried in California.

—S8hell fish are dying by the thousands in
Coos b?y l’t:ghgiw':n:lof h:liing &hmucac out.

iing [ A
thicker than t-herc wemaﬁ'eror:.o wming

—A lump of coal weighing a ton has been
sent to Denver from Kook Springs, Wyo,,
A% an advertisement, * One 1
there last week filled seven ms.“mp oo

—The Czar’s Government now allows its
Hebrew subjects to leave Russin without

ports, but it has not yat announced that
he emigzration of Hobrews is permissible.

—The curious complication of a divoreed
woman uﬂn;f! 4 former lever for bLreach of

Tomise made while she was still a wife
En.nly submitted to a court in Mnuchem“::
England.

—When a gun is fired absolutely in the
vertical, the ball will fall a few ineches south
;:2 ::t’: i‘r'nrmt hthe Fun “::_: Northern latitude,

5 the i
SRS Seob 1’; B ;qna and northwest in

—Salton Lake, the “great inland ses of
Arizona,” which was formed by the over-
flowing of the Colomdo river, and caused so
much excitement and talk last summer, is
szain said to be fast drving up,

—Wolf hunting ispopular in Wyoming.
Near Fort Lawrence there are a pair of im-
ported hounds that recently killed eighe
wolves in one day. The cowboys will #0735
miles to attend & wolf hunt with these
bounds.

—The result of the recent attempt to raise
tea in North Carolina indicates that the soil
and climate are favorable to such an indos-
;r_v. b“c;' th:ir, owing to tn:hfl exﬂaenmf pick-

nz wnd euring, none t the arad
could be produced proﬂt-blly. * .

—Sunflower sceds of several spesies
afford a staple article among the Indians of
Southern Utah and elsewhers, They are
ground sand sometimes mixed with greasy
marrow from the bones of animals for
baking in the ashes,

—The areas.of the country’s chief cities
are: Chicago, 172} square miles: Philadel.
phia, 1295 Washington, 72; 8t. Lonis, @21
New Orleans, 60; San Franciseco, 4315: Now
York, 41; Boston, 571;: Baltimore, 32; Srook-
lyn, 33, and Cincinnati, 24,

—The number of adalts in the United
States on the basis of a supposed present
populntion of 6L500,000 (42622 250 (n 1890), are
ealoulnted to be 42500000, Of these ahont
- 'm‘msiﬂhuu’ﬁ?pm an ab:hamm
women. ), u men n
(22,000,000) minors. " ar

—The Lipan tribe of Tndians in Mexico
are to the other Indians in the Republie
what the Parsees are to the Hindoos—the
saving remnant. Though an aff-shoot of ths
barbarous Comanches, they have noble
traits of character, not fhe leust of which is
their dignified courtesy.

—A stony, waterless region of Francs
has evolved & race of animals that do not
drink. The sheep, feeding upon the fra-
grant herbs bave al ther unlearned the
habit of drinking, and the cows drink verv
little. The much-esteemad Roquefort cheesa
is made from the milk of the non-drinking
ewes,

—Silk worms of a breed satisfied with
salsify us a food, have been produced in
Germany, and this will enable the Germana
to enter profitably upon silk euniture. As
the climate of our Eastern and Middia States
is about the enme as that of Cantral and
South Germany, American agriculturists
can avail themselves of the resalt.

—In Sonthern Californis the Indians
mwnake bread from the pods of a8 leguminocs
piant called “mesqufte.” A sqnaw poumds
the pods fine in & wooden mortar. Then
she takes from her heand her conieal hae
and sprinkles a little water in {t. Nextshe
gprinkles a little menl in the thena
little more water, again a litile more meni,
and so alternately until the hat fs full
This aceomplished, she exposes the hat and
its contents to the sun until the mixcture is
baked Into u solid loaf,

—The time can be approximataly told at
night by the position of the dipper. If po-
sition of the “pointers™ is taken atanygiven
hour, say 6 o’clock in the evening in winter

time and &s 500n as It is dark in the summer,
the hour can thereafter be pretty acourately
measured by the eyve daring the night. Fre-
quent ohservations of positions will bhave to
be made at the given nour, as, owing to the
constant changing of the earth’s position in

y lm, the position of the “pointers” in reia-
Tt to on
also ¢

T point of observation and the star
hange.

Bulfinch—Say, Wooden, how sbout thas
great scheme you bad? Did you ever put %
through?

Wooden—No, Ididn't need tn,

Ruifinch—How ia that?

Wooden—Tt fall through. —Bosan Towrfer,

The weather’s mild and the air is sweet,

There’s a genial warmth in the solar ray:

And you are not asked as you walk the street,

** s it cold encugh for yuu to-day.**
—N. T. Press.

Jackson—Shakespeare calls silver a alave,
s ** pale, comman drudge *tween man snd man. "
Jenking—Then that 15 probably why so many
peoplc want It made free.— N, 1. Herald,
“Mand is a timid girl,” said George.
**Yes ' sald Estelle. **she’d even jump st &
proposal, " — Clristmas Puck.

The turkey sat ou his lofty roosts
Om a dear Thanksgiving eve:
And glaomy nad sad perturhing thoughts
Appeared the bind o grieve,
**This Thanksgiving day is al! very nice.
For you white folks, ** sald he,
#* Jiut I really think yon*il have to admit
It's a horrible roast oo me.
wBngton Conrier,
Mra. Newman—That stupid grocer is
always making mistakes. [ got some bread this
af=rnoon, and he charged it oo the LIl as wood,
Mr. Newman (vigorously sawing at the loaf j—
Weil, he wasn't Jo far wrong, sfter all.
# Basar.

Travers (sighing)—I must get me a new
.

overcoa
Miss Summit—Why, thatone looks as good as
pew, Have you bad It long?. »
Travers—Well, T shoald say so. Why, I just
padd for it.—Clothier and Furnisher.
“Why does the mother so sadly wesp
Mih’ﬂ bids herson farewell®* >
** Becanse he plays on the college team
And his fate no power can tell.*" !
—N. Y. Herald,
S8mythe—I dropped a cent in front of &
blind ta=duy to see if he'd plek it up,
Tompkine—Well, did he?
Smythe—No: he sald, ““Make it a dollar, boss,
Lmvuwm—ma:.




